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International Support
For Hanger Strikers
Is Urged by Prelate

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian has ap-
pealed to world church leaders and
human rights organizations to help
bring the message of the hunger
strikers in Moscow to international at-
tention and also to ask President
Mikhail Gorbachev to intervene in
this life and death situation.

Zori Balayan, an Armenian deputy,
is in the second week of a hunger
strike in Moscow protesting the situa-
tion in Karabagh. Deputy Balayan was
joined in the hunger strike by Victor
Hampartsumian, the renowned astro-
physicist and academician, as well as
by three others: Sos Sarkisian,
Vachagan Grigorian and Semyon
Babayan, as well as numerous Arme-
nian officials from the Autonomous
Region of Karabagh.

.
Photo by Associated Press shows Zori
Balayan in his room in the Moscow hotel
where he and others are on a hunger
strike.

The strikers are protesting the
Soviet Interior Ministry troops
evacuation of Armenians from their
homes in Karabagh on the pretext of
protecting them from harm. The
hunger strikers are appealing to Soviet
President Gorbachev to restore
civiian authority in this area, to
deploy troops only along the border,
to stop the evacuation of the Arme-
nian population from their homes, to
resume the transportation of food,
fuel, and other necessities, to put an
end to Azerbaijani persecution of
Karabagh Armenians, and to bring
about a just resolution of the
Karabagh annexation issue.

On September 19, Archbishop Ash-
jilan spoke by telephone to Zori
Balayan, Victor Hampartsumian, and
Sos Sarkisian, all of whom asked that
their cause be made known
throughout the world.

The physical conditions of both
Balayan and Hampartsumian were
reported to be deteriorating daily as
they continued their hunger strike in

(Continued on page 2)
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An Appeal to the
Armenian People

Levon Ter-Petrosyan, president of the
Republic of Armenia, made the
Jollowing appeal on August 7, 1990,
prior to the August 24th declaration
on independence.

During these unsettling, and at the
same time heroic, days of Armenian
history, in appealing to you, I con-
sider it my obligation to bow my head
before your spiritual vigor, your
sacrifices, and your discretion, which
you demonstrated in the whirlpool of
the present stage of our national
liberation struggle. Your all-devoted
effort, the persecutions and depriva-
tions you have borne, your resolution
and steadfastness were marked by a
historical victory, which is the vic-
tory of justice, democracy and na-
tional dignity.

I congratulate you on the occasion of
the foundation-laying of Armenian
independent statehood, sharing the
Joy of your celebration and the
rediscovered confidence in your own
powers, which is the only hope for
future successes.

. . .today it is not with
declarations and basic
legislative initiatives, but
with the ability to govern
the situation, that we
must prove to the world
the eristence of our na-
tional authority.

At the same time, I call upon you to
evaluate cool-headedly the current
state of crisis in the Republic, the only
way out of which is the consolidation
of the people around the idea of
statehood and its embodiment in the
national parliament.

I am certain that we are capable, in
a short period of time and with our
own means, of solving the complex
problems relating to the Republic’s
domestic life and of stabilizing the ex-
isting explosive situation, provided
that external interference is excluded.
I have grounds also to anticipate that
the Union authorities will receive our
position with understanding.

I call upon all the volunteers to give
a pledge of allegiance to the Republic’s
seat of supreme authority and, forget-
ting internal contradictions, to abstain
from any unconsidered operation. I
am obliged to remind you also that
the people will not forgive any adven-
ture that endangers the fulfillment of
our statehood.

I call upon the law enforcement
bodies, relying on the healthy forces
that constitute the principal part of
the volunteer corps, to secure
lawfulness on the territory of the

(Continued on page 4)
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From the Editor. . .

Milestones

In the life of a nation, as in the life of
an individual, there are milestones
marking important events, some
triumphant, some tragic, some
auspicious, some awesome. Such
milestones are common in the lives of
most nations, but the vicissitudes of
history have left some momentous
milestones in the life of the Armenian
nation. The most recent such
milestone and perhaps the most
crucial in recent history is August 24,
1990, the day that the Armenian
legislature in Yerevan passed its
declaration on independence, to begin
“the process of establishing indepen-
dent statehood.”

The ramifications of this act go
beyond its political significance. Cer-
tainly, it is essential that a mature na-
tion, i.e., a people, ought to have its
own state and with all the rights and
privileges of other states, “exercising
the right of nations to free self-
determination,” as the declaration
reads. Yet the political aspect, fun-
damental though it is, is only one part
of the total significance of the
declaration.

Transcending the political act, yet
buttressed by it, is the concept of na-
tionhood. The declaration is the first
step in the re-establishment of the
dignity and self-esteem of a nation
that has too long been in the shadow
of oppression and persecution. It is
also an assertion of national identity,
defined by an ethos and a culture that
only an independent homeland can
nurture and sustain, unfettered by
conditions and restrictions imposed
by others. The creative forces that
contribute to and determine the
course of the development  and
growth of a nation can only thrive in
atmosphere of free self-deter-
mination. In conjunction with this
new atmosphere of freedom, the
establishment of Armenian as the of-
ficial language will give new impetus
to the creation of modern Armenian
literature, and to the development of
the humanities, the social sciences,
and the natural sciences.

The ultimate result of this declara-
tion, once it is implemented, is that
the Armenian people will determine
the course of their own destiny, with
the full opportunity to improve and
expand their country, their lives, and
their future. The declaration is fun-
damentally a political act, as it should
be, for the word politics comes from
the Greek word “polis” meaning city-
state, i.e., an organized society within
a given territory. Thus, the Armenian
declaration provides the Armenian
nation with the opportunity to
establish anew a society organized ac-
cording to the Armenian ethos and
based on fundamental civil and
human rights, such as the freedom of
religion, speech, press, and
conscience.

For more than sixteen centuries, the
Armenian people lived and fought to
maintain their religious faith and
their own unique society. This
declaration is a new milestone reaffir-
ming that right to live as a people
with its own way of life, its own
beliefs and on its own soil.

More than two hundred years ago,
the Americans in their own declara-
tion of independence stated that all
men “are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the
Pursuit of Happiness.” Today the
Armenians, poised on the threshold
of the 21st century, have made essen-
tially the same declaration. May the
Creator look with favor and give His
protection and guidance to the Arme-
nian people at this crucial milestone in
their long history.

Hunger Strikers
(Continued from page 1)

a hotel room in Moscow. Doctors are
monitoring the health of both men;
Balayan has a heart condition and
Hampartsumian is 82 years old.

His Holiness Vazken I, Catholicos of
All Armenians, sent a special message
to Mr. Gorbachev, asking the Soviet
leader to listen to Balayan and Ham-
partsumian both of whom are risk-
ing their lives. He described the
hunger strike as a rightful expression
of protest against an injustice being
committed against the Armenian peo-
ple in Karabagh.

In his letter to the international
leaders Archbishop Ashjian’s said:

“We would like to call your atten-
tion to the plight of Zori Balayan, an
Armenian deputy, Victor Ham-
partsumian, a renowned astro-
physicist, and three other Armenians
who are on a hunger strike in
Moscow to protest the dangerous and
deteriorating situation in Nagorno
Karabagh. As you know, the over-
whelming majority of the population
of Karabagh is Christian Armenian.
Since Karabagh is part of Azerbaijan,
this Armenian enclave is at the mercy
of the Azerbaijanis who have cut off
food and fuel to the Armenians.

“Enclosed is a fact sheet giving more
information about the Karabagh issue
and the reasons for the hunger strike.
In addition to the support of various
officials, lawyers, academicians, and
others in the Soviet Union, the
hunger strikers have been getting
hundreds of telegrams expressing
support for their cause from all over
the world. We urge you to add your
voice to those already supporting Zori
Balayan and the other Armenians
who are on this hunger strike to pro-
rtest persecution and to secure human
rights for themselves and the people
of Karabagh. Please send a message to
President Mikhail Gorbachev in
Moscow, U.S.S.R., asking him to in-
tervene in this life and death
situation.”

Armenian Language
Courses for Adults

Elementary—Intermediate
Tuesday Evenings, 7-9 p.m.
at the Prelacy
138 E. 39th St. NYC
Armenian National
Education Committee
Tuition: $100 per semester
For further information:
(212) 689-7231

P

WANTED:
An upcoming issue
of OUTREACH will
be devoted in part
to Ellis Island. We
would like to hear
from any readers
with first-hand
experiences and
photographs. Please
contact the editor at
138 E. 39th St., New
York, NY, or
telephone (201)
385-8225.
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Prelates Congratulates Election

Archbishop Ashjian sent Levon Ter-Petrossian the following cable
upon his election as President of the Armenian Parliament:

“Heartfelt congratulations to you on your election as President of the
Armenian Parliament. We are confident that your presidency will
bring safety and unity to our beloved Homeland. We wish you
continued strength and complete good health as you guide our nation
on its journey toward its cherished goals.

ARMENIA

Travels and Studies
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The Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America is
proud to bring this classic work
back into print.

TWO VOLUMES, totalling almost 1,000 pages
illustrated with 198 photographs and
numerous site plans and sketches.

The two volume set comes with a beautiful
reproduction of the map of Historic Armenia
which accompanied the original volumes.

The pre-publication
price of $50.00 (post-
paid) for this two

Order from the Prelacy Bookstore

volume set applies to Thereafier the set will

orders received before  sell for $70.00 plus

October 15, 1990. shipping and handling.
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Commentary

Armenia, Independence, and the Future

by Pierre Papazian

The August 24, 1990, declaration of
the Armenian legislature to actively
pursue independent statehood for
Armenia was certainly a historic ac-
tion, but to call it merely historic is to
make a banal statement. The Arme-
nian nation has had many historic oc-
casions throughout its lengthy ex-
istence. The current situation, encom-
passing the resolve of the Armenian
people to have an independent state,
is not merely historic, but crucial and
fraught with risk and danger. De-
prived of many basic necessities of life
and thus with their very own lives at
stake, the Armenians neverthless
chose to embark on this momentous,
if hazardous, journey.

If it seems a foolhardy step to take at
this moment in history, we should
remember that all enterprises contain
the elements of risk, danger, and
failure. The conditions in Armenia
would not have gotten better if no
declaration were made, and it does
not mean that things will get worse
with the declaration. In fact, the
declaration is almost incidental to the
many and serious problems that
Armenia is facing. Its real significance
is the salubrious effect its implemen-
tation should have on the future of
Armenia and its practical impact on

the development of Armenia’s
political, economic, and social
structure.

ing of the tricolor created a sense of’
euphoria among many Armenians
around the world, while others ex-
pressed gloomy reservations about
the wisdom of such an action. It may
appear to be a most inopportune time
to declare independence. On the other
hand, how does one determine the
best time for a nation held subject for
decades to declare itself independent
as it has done now, or after centuries,
as was the case in 19187 Indeed, is
there a best time to exercise the right
of self-determination that all nations
claim for themselves? That is impossi-
ble to determine. Only the passage of
time and the unfolding circumstances
will determine whether the time was
right, but success will depend greatly
upon the self-confidence and dedica-
tion of a people that believes in its
own future.

It is also important to remember that
while the exercise of self-deter-
mination is a political act, its purpose is
to provide a nation, i.e., a people, with
a state in which it can preserve its
social, cultural, and historic heritage,
and continue to exist as a people with-
out fear of the loss of its characteristic,
historic culture which sets it apart as a
nation. Without a state of its own, a na-
tion is always a minority within
another’s state, subject to the inroads
of assimilation and eventual loss of the
common characteristics that define

Only the passage of time and the unfolding circumstances
will determine whether the time was right, but success will
depend greatly upon the self-confidence and dedication of a
people that believes in its own future.

The past two and a half years have
been devastating for the Armenian
Republic. It has not yet recovered
from the massive earthquake of 1988.
Its people suffered bloody pogroms at
the hands of the Azeris, and as if that
were not enough, it has been left with
crippling shortages of food and fuel,
deliberately imposed upon the Arme-
nian people by their neighbor, Azer-
baijan. Armenia’s industry is in
shambles because of the lack of power
and of basic materials. The pecple are
hanging on by their fingernails.

Then why, in the midst of all their
troubles, did the Armenian Supreme
Soviet vote overwhelmingly in favor
of a proclamation to begin the process
of establishing independent statehood
for Armenia? Obviously such a
declaration will not alleviate their
current situation. In addition, this ac-
tion by the Armenians is sure to ag-
gravate the tension between Yerevan
and Moscow. It will certainly further
alienate Moscow from Yerevan, but
then Moscow is not doing anything to
help Armenia as it is.

The conclusion is almost axiomatic:
Armenia must help itself. It must lift
itself up by its own bootstraps. It can-
not and indeed has never been able to
depend on others for its own well-
being. Lacking basic resources, it will
have to look to others for physical
needs, but its spiritual strength must
emanate from a self-reliant resolve to
shape its own political and social
destiny. The material needs of life are
essential for physical survival, but
without political self-determination,
Armenia, or any other country for
that matter, will stagnate and its life
as a people with a unique culture will
deteriorate into a physical existence
without meaning. The political struc-
ture of a nation’s society is the basis of
its destiny, and the path of its future.

The announcement of the declara-
tion on independence and the unfurl-

and preserve the group as a people.

Thus, the preservation of the nation
is the fundamental and essential pur-
pose of the establishment of an in-
dependent state. In addition of course,
there are the political advantages that
a state has under international law
that a stateless nation does not have.
Legally it becomes an equal actor with
all other states in the world. Concomi-
tant with the political advantages is
the ability to conduct its own
economic activities, engaging in inter-
national trade, exporting and impor-
ting goods and services according to
its own requirements.

Beyond the external relationships
that political sovereignty and
economic autonomy allow a state to
engage in, there is a fundamental and
crucial intrinsic advantage to
statehood: the development of a socie-
ty based on a just and moral system
for the benefit of all of'its citizens. It is
no secret that the system imposed on
Armenia for the last seventy years
was not only demeaning to its people,
depriving them of much of their
rightful heritage, but corroding the
very bonds that are the cement of
society. Much of the chaos that existed
under the old leadership and which
unfortunately still exists was the
result of the insidious influence of a
corrupt system imposed upon the na-
tion by the regime.

One can only hope that the process
leading to statehood will re-establish
the moral principles and the good
judgment of the Armenian people to
develop a society, a nation, and a
country that will elevate the Arme-
nians to a better future. The first step
has been taken. It is up to Armenia to
go forward with a mighty resolve.
There is no turning back. As the an-
cient Roman, Sextus Aurelius Proper-
tius, said: “In mighty enterprises,
it is enough to have had the
determination.”
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An Appeal to the
Armenian People
(Continued from page 1)

Republic, because today it is not with
declarations and basic legislative in-
itiatives, but with the ability to
govern the situation, that we must
prove to the world the existence of
our national authority.

And finally, T call upon our diligent
force to completely entrust the prob-
lems of realizing national-political
aspirations to the Republic’s parlia-
ment, to rediscover its spiritual tran-
quility, and to get down to peaceful,
creative work, without which any
given plan, any given prospect is
bankrupt.

A hopeful future awaits us, but we
must build that future.

—LEVON TER-PETROSYAN

Former Seminary Building
Returned to Etchmiadzin

The Council of Ministers of
Armenia, responding to a redquest
received from His Holiness Vazken I,
agreed to return to the Mother See the
building that once housed the
Seminary of the Catholicate.

The building, situated adjacent to
the complex that houses the Mother
See, was recently used as a gallery of
art by the municipal authorities in the
town of Etchmiadzin. The Mother See
plans to renovate the building and
eventually turn it into a center for the
coordination of activities of the chur-
ches functioning in the Armenian
Diaspora, both interior and overseas.

In a related move, the Council of
Ministers also gave its consent for the
return to the Mother See, by the end
of this year, of the printing plant that
was temporarily used by the Arme-
nian Academy of Sciences. Addi-
tionally, another facility adjacent to
the Holy See and for a period used as a
military compound, will also be
returned to the Mother See.

The Mother See has assumed com-
plete responsibility for the rebuilding
of St. Mary’s Church in Leninakan
which was destroyed by the earth-
quake of December 1988. The
rebuilding work is expected to be
completed by 1991. Etchmiadzin is
presently repairing a number of chur-
ches and monasteries which were
recently returned to the church by
authorities in response to local popula-
tion which asked that houses of wor-
ship be reopened in their areas.

These include such historic chur-
ches ''d4§ the monasteries of
Magaravank, Kantzasar, Amaras and
Haghbat, along with other churches,
which were confiscated by Soviet
Communist authorities and were
placed under the care of the Council
for the Preservation of Historic
Monuments.

When these edifices are repaired
and renovated, they will reopen as
church sanctuaries. The opening and
reopening of a host of ancient Arme-
nian churches throughout Armenia
has caused an acute shortage of
clergymen to serve the reopened
houses of worship.

DON’T FORGET!

Armenian Cultural Month
Bookfair
Sponsored by the Prelacy Bookstore
FRI., OCT. 12 — 8 to 10 pm
SAT., OCT. 13 — 10 am to 10 pm
SUN., OCT. 14 — 12 noon to 4 pm
STS. VARTANANTZ
ARMENIAN CHURCH
461 Bergen Blvd.
Ridgefield, NJj
(201) 943-2950

COMMUNIQUE FROM THE PRELACY
OF THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA

We were pleased to read the very
informative interview with the
newly-elected Primate of the Diocese
of the Armenian Church, The Very
Rev. Fr. Khajag Barsamian. The two-
part interview, by Florence Avakian,
was published in two consecutive
issues of the Armenian Mirror-
Spectator, July 21 and July 28, 1990.

We have deep respect for Rev.
Father Barsamian and look forward
to working together to solve the
many problems facing the Armenian
church and nation. His response to
some of the interview duestions
showed his deep commitment to his
people. We are confident that his
leadership will usher in a new era for
the Armenian church in America.

Some of the observations and
statements offered by Rev. Bar-
samian in reference to church unity
and the recent visit of His Holiness
Karekin II require clarification
because his interpretations create
false or invalid impressions.
Although our wish is not to enter
into a polemical debate, which would
serve no purpose at this time, we do
want to share the following in-
formation:

1. The Christian example that has
been shown by our two Catholicoses
recently is cause for rejoicing and op-
timism. During the past several
years, especially since the 1988 earth-
quake in northern Armenia, His
Holiness Vazken I and His Holiness
Karekin II have met five separate
times. Each visit has increased the
love and respect the two leaders have
for each other. Never in the history
of the two Catholicates, since 1441,
has there been such a close relation-
ship between two Catholicoses.
When Rev. Barsamian speaks of
manipulation of people by “someone
with charisma™ and then goes on to
describe the danger “‘if the words are
not translated into reality,” he is
making unsubstantiated, oblique ac-
cusations. Every effective leader has
charisma to some degree, but even
effective leaders cannot always
translate their words into reality.
Nevertheless, we feel obligated to
reiterate the fact that both
Catholicoses, insofar as possible
under the circumstances, have
“translated their words into reality,”
and the Armenian church in
America will be greatly strengthen-
ed if we can follow their example
and look upon each other with
understanding and Christian charity.

2. Rev. Barsamian implies that the
consecration of the three churches
during May and June were hastily
conceived, when in fact their con-
struction had been planned years ago
and the consecration ceremonies
were scheduled at the most conve-
nient time for all concerned. He also
implies that St. Sarkis church in Long
Island is brand new, and states that it
is close to Holy Martyrs church,
whereas St. Sarkis was in existence in

Bayside and thus much closer to Holy
Martyrs before it was unfortunately
destroyed by fire in 1985. While the
structures of the three churches are
new, the parishes are established
communities. The consecration of St.
Sarkis was originally scheduled for
October 20, 1989, at which time His
Holiness was scheduled to preside.
However, construction delays forced
the community to postpone the con-
secration until May 1990. All Saints
Church in Glenview, Illinois, has
been ready since April 1989 and was
scheduled to be consecrated by His
Holiness in October 1989 in conjunc-
tion with the original St. Sarkis date.
With the postponement of the St.
Sarkis date, the Chicago community
decided to postpone their date also.
Archbishop Ashjian celebrated the
first Badarak in All Saints Church on
April 2, 1989.

3. On February 14, 1990, Arch-
bishop Ashjian wrote to Archbishop
Torkom Manoogian informing him
about the visit of His Holiness
Karekin II and asking the Diocese to
take part in welcoming His Holiness
to New York. The letter ended with
the following sentence: “We look
forward to your participation in
welcoming Karekin Vehapar to New
York.” Father Barsamian replied for
Archbishop Manoogian, who was in
Jerusalem. His letter of February 26
thanked Archbishop Ashjian for in-
forming the Dijocese of the visit, but
said nothing about welcoming His
Holiness. On May 14 Archbishop
Ashjian again wrote to Father Bar-
samian, congratulating him on his
election as Primate and reminded
him of His Holiness’ imminent ar-
rival and concluded with, “If it is at
all possible for you to participate in
any way we would be pleased and
happy.” The reply to this letter was
dated May 23, five days after His
Holiness Karekin’s arrival. The letter
thanked the Prelate for his con-
gratulatory words without mention-
ing the Catholicos’s visit. To state
that Karekin Catholicos did not “in-
form the Primate of this Diocese, and
we were not aware,” is to ignore the
various written and verbal com-
munications from the Prelacy.

Ironically, all of our Sisier Christian
churches which were notified by the
Prelacy of His Holiness’ visit respond-
ed with requests to welcome and
honor His Holiness with receptions,
ecumenical services, private
meetings, etc.

As stated earlier, our intention is
not to enter into a debate bringing
about new divisions. Rather, we
want to continue on the course of the
unification of the American Diocese.
The three new churches, each with
large congregations, will bring add-
ed glory to our unified Church as we
pursue the well-being and advance-
ment of His people who are dedicated
to His work.
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Editor’s Note: Reprinted
below are the relevant ex-
cerpts from the interview with
Very. Rev. Fr. Khajag Barsa-
mian which appeared in the
July 21st issue of the Armenian
Mirror-Spectator.

Question: What are the current
obstacles to unity?

Answer: Sometimes, we say wonder-
ful words which are not translated in-
to action. Especially, at this time,
when our people are facing so many
difficulties in Armenia, Lebanon and
the Diaspora, we have to be very
careful not to manipulate people. It is
very easy for someone with charisma
to manipulate people. This is
dangerous if the words are not
translated into reality.

Question: Last month Catholicos
Karekin II visited the United States,
and consecrated three new churches.
How do you feel this has affected the
process of unity?

Answer: The meeting of the two
Catholicoi in Belgium was wonderful.
It gave a good, positive image to our
people that the Church is one. But
after that, when Catholicos Karekin
came to the United States, I consider
that a step against the unity of the
Armenian Church was taken. Let me
explain. Here we are negotiating, uni-
ty committees are coming together,
we are discussing the issue in our
assemblies, the people are very ex-
cited, and in the midst of these
Catholicos Karekin comes here to con-
secrate three new churches. As far as
I know, these churches are not even
finished, and won’t be probably for
another year. So there was no
emergency.

In addition, in Long Island there is
the Holy Martyrs parish and now
there is St. Sarkis Church. I have seen
pictures of it. It’s a beautiful church
with Armenian architecture. But it is
not too far from Holy Martyrs
Church. If we are really concerned
about the unity of the Church, why
are we building new churches so
close to one another? I'm not saying
this new church should not have been
built. But when it was planned,
perhaps they could have built it at
least 20 or 25 minutes away, because
we have so many Armenians living in
that area. The whole point is that
Karekin Catholicos’ visit was a step
away from unity.

Question: Were you officially in-
formed of this visit? And were you in-
vited to any of the events?

Answer: Archbishop Ashjian wrote
to me about it. One of the committee
members from St. Sarkis invited me
to participate in the banquet, as well
as the consecration of the church.
Question: Did you participate in
either of these events?

Answer: No. Here at the Diocese, we
accept any clergyman from
anywhere. The Armenian Patriarch
of Constantinople has been welcomed
here many times. The same is true for
the Patriarch of Jerusalem. When
Vehapar Vazken I comes here, he in-
forms the Primate and Diocesan Coun-
cil, and we accept him as the
Catholicos of All Armenians. When
Karekin Catholicos came here, he
didn’t inform the Primate of this
Diocese, and we were not aware. [ feel
sorry that we were not able to accept
him in our Cathedral. If he-had in-
formed us properly, following the
proper channels, there would have
been no problems for our Diocese to
accept him as the Catholicos of the See
of Cilicia.

Question: Had he gone through the
proper channels, you would have par-
ticipated in the events, in spite of the
fact you felt that his visit was
detrimental to the process of unity?
Answer: We would have considered
it.



