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Cardinal J. O’Connor Visits Lebanon;
Meets With Karekin II in Antelias

PR ST

i

The Archbishop of New York, John Cardinal O’Connor, arrived in Beirut on January
1, for a three-day visit to Lebanon. He was accompanied by a delegation representing
the Catholic Welfare Association for the Near East and the Pontifical Mission. Before ar-
riving in Lebanon, His Eminence had met with Pope John Paul Il in the Vatican and

also spent two days in Egypt.

On January 2, the Cardinal was the guest of honor at a luncheon hosted by the Presi-
dent of Lebanon, Mr. E. Hraoui at the Presidential Palace. Catholicos Karekin II accom-
panied by Archbishop Aram Keshishian, attended the luncheon, as did other heads of

the Christian churches in Lebanon.

On January 3, Cardinal O’Connor together with his delegation visited His Holiness
in Antelias at the headquarters of the Catholicate of Cilicia. The discussions centered
on the present-day situation in Lebanon, the contribution of the local churches for the
redressment of Lebanon, and the role of the Church and people of the United States.
That same evening a meeting took place at the Patriarchal See of the Maronite Church,
at which the Catholicos and Archbishop Keshishian participated, along with represen-
tatives of the other churches. Prior to this gathering, the Cardinal met with represen-
tatives of the Islamic communities of Lebanon. |

Prelacy’s 1992 Raffle Campaign Begins;
Garibian and Ohanessian Co-Chair Fundraiser

Sarkis Garibian

The 1992 raffle fundraising campaign
for the Prelacy is underway under the co-
chairmanship of Sarkis Garibian of
Massachusetts and Sarkis Ohanessian of
New Jersey. Now in its 17th year, the an-
nual campaign has become a major source
of funds for the Prelacy helping to finance
the many educational projects the Prelacy
undertakes.

The drawing of the winning raffle
tickets will take place on May 17, 1992, at
the closing banquet of the National
Representative Assembly which this year
will take place in Dearborn. Michigan. In
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Sarkis Ohanessian

tional prizes, valued at approximately
$100 each, have been added. A special
separate drawing will take place for
sellers of multi-tickets. For each five
tickets sold, the seller will be entitled to
one chance in a special drawing. The win-
ner of the “seller’s drawing’ will receive
a special prize.

Raffle tickets are $100 each, giving the
buyer the opportunity to win one of the
top five cash prizes: $10,000; $5,000;
$3,000; $2,000 and $1,000. This year the
design of the raffle tickets is a reproduc-
tion of St. Mesrob Mashdots’ statue at the

Prelacy Churches Celebrate
Christmas; Prelate Visits
Old Age Home in N.Y.

More than a decade ago the churches
within the jurisdiction of the Eastern
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America began to celebrate
Armenian Christmas on the exact day of
January 6 rather than on the closest Sun-
day, as had been done previously. Now, it
has become so much a part of the life of
the faithful that the annual celebration of
Christmas and Ephiphany finds the chur-
ches filled to capacity and beyond.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate,
officiated at Christmas services at St. II-
Iuminator’s Cathedral in New York City
with the Cathedral’s pastor, Archpriest
Rev. Moushegh Der Kaloustian. As an-
nounced previously, prior to the Hayr
Mer a special prayer service of Thanksgiv-
ing for the Armenian Republic was of-
fered. The text used was from the prayer
prepared by Archbishop Torkom
Koushagian in 1920 for the Armenian
Republic of 1918. The prayer, so relevant
that it appears to have been written
recently, provided a moving and mean-
ingful experience for all those present.

In his Christmas sermon, His Eminence
again voiced hope and faith for the future
noting that, “The Christian world faces
many challenges.” The Prelate spoke of
Mankind’s constant need of renewal.
“While it is true that we cannot renew
our bodies which are mortal, we can
renew our immortal souls.” He called for
renewal in both the Diaspora and the
Homeland, emphasizing that Armenia
cannot be truly independent until it
makes basic changes and moral
readjustments.

“Armenia is in this process of
renewal,” he said. “During the recent in-
stallation service of the newly-elected
President, we saw him walk to Catholicos
Vazken I to receive the Pontiff’s blessing.
I could not help but wonder the thoughts
that must have been in His Holiness’
mind when one remembers the past rela-
tionship between the state and church in
Armenia.”

Following the Divine Liturgy Arch-
bishop Ashjian presided over the tradi-
tional Blessing of the Water in remem-
brance of the Baptism of our Lord, Jesus
Christ. During this service His Eminence
used the right hand relic of St. John the
Baptist, which was recently created by
the Khatchadourian Brothers. The relic
contains remnants of the bones of St. John
the Baptist.

Visit to Old Age Home

On January 7 Archbishop Ashjian accom-
panied by Archpriests Moushegh Der
Kaloustian and Asoghik Kelejian, went to
the Armenian Old Age Home in Flushing,
New York, as they do each year. The
clerggmen conducted the traditional
House Blessing service and Archbishop
Ashjian spoke to the residents of the
Home about the Good News of Christmas
and the new reality in Armenia. He con-
gratulated the residents for keeping the
dream alive for decades and now sharing
in the joy. The clergymen were invited to

share luncheon with the residents and ad-
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FEAST OF STS. GHEVONTIANK
— PANEL DISCUSSION —

The Armenian Church in the 21st Century
Introduction:
Rev. Antranig Baljian
Chairman, Armenian Religious Education Committee
Panelists;
Dr. Vigen Guroian
Associate Professor of Theology & Ethics, Loyola College
Dr. Khachig Tél6lyan
Associate Professor of English & Comparative Literature, Wesleyan University

Dr. Marzbed Margossian
Moderator

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1992, 8 p.m.
Sts. Vartanantz Church Hall

461 Bergen Boulevard —

Ridgefield, New Jersey

PRELACY RAFFLE CAMPAIGN

(Continued from page 1)

in Yerevan, symbolizing education and
culture, for which the total raffle income
will be allocated.

Mr. Garibian and Mr. Ohanessian, co-
chairmen of the Prelacy campaign, are
NRA delegates representing Indian Or-
chard/Springfield (Massachusetts) and
Ridgefield (New Jersey) respectively. Mr.
Garibian is a past member of the Prelacy’s
Executive Council, where he served as
treasurer. He chaired the Prelacy’s com-
puter committee and was instrumental in
installing the Prelacy’s first computer
system in 1978. He is the past principal of
the St. Gregory’s Armenian Saturday
School, and a council member of the
Board of Trustees. Last year he served as
the national chairman for the 1991 raffle
campaign.

Strong advocates of the community’s
educational efforts, Mr. Garibian and Mr.
Ohanessian, expressed pleasure at chair-
ing the Prelacy raffle. “With an extra ef-
fort from everyone,” they said, “we can
make this the most successful in terms of
the number of tickets sold. The hundred
dollar donation is for a good cause, and at
the same time gives the buyer an oppor-
tunity of winning one of the top prizes.

Mr. Garibian is employed by Monsanto
Company of St. Louis and heads the com-
pany’s Ré&D Computing Information
Department at Springfield, MA. In addi-
tion, he consults in the plant’s strategic
planning of “Computer Integrated Enter-
prise.” Mr. Garibian is married to Mary
Baltaian, They have four children,
Rosemarie, Hasmig, Eddie and Lenna.

Mr. Ohanessian was born and educated
in Cairo, Egypt. His business career
started when he joined an importer of
heave equipment which selected him to
supervise its businesses in Syria and
Lebanon. In 1967, he moved to the United
States where he worked in a tool and die
making company. Shortly thereafter he
decided to make a career in the carpet
and oriental rug business. Currently, Mr.
Ohanessian owns and operates the Classic
Carpet establishment in Midland Park,
New Jersey. He and his wife, the former
Marie Sarkissian, have three daughters,
Knar, Ani, and Maral, all of whom attend-
ed the Hovnanian Armenian School in
New Milford, NJ, where Mr. Ohanessian
serves as a trustee. His active involve-
ment in the community is shown by his
devout support of the Sts. Vartanantz
Church in Ridgefield, NJ, where he has
served as trustee and chairman of its
board of trustees. Currently he serves as a
delegate, representing Sts. Vartanantz
Church at the National Representative
Assembly.

The regional coordinators for the 1992
raffle campaign are:

Mid-Atlantic, Albert Soltanian.
New England, Dr. Varant Hagopian.
Midwest, Richard Maloyan.

South, Aram Sarhadian.

Canada, Garo Pashayan.

Tickets may be purchased from the
above mentioned individuals, from any
church, or by contacting the Prelacy at
138 E. 39th Street, New York, NY 10016,
(212) 689-7810. |

Montclair University Armenian Club Team is Victor
In Siamanto Academy Annual College Bowl

It was the battle of wits of the decade!
Five area university Armenian club
teams took up fighting positions as the
Siamanto Academy College Bowl Quiz
Show got underway on the evening of
November 23 in the auditorium of St. II-
luminator’s Cathedral in New York City
before 100 cheering spectators.

The Montclair University team (NJ.)
gained its first victory ever in the eight
year old competition. The runner-up
team of Queens College put up a valiant
fight while the teams from New York
University, Queensboro College and
Rutgers University, who were gallant in
their races, deserve honorable mention.

A unique competition, the Siamanto
Academy College Bowl is designed for
university students but is organized and
conducted by the high school age
students of the Academy. The annual in-
vitational game show was under the
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guidance of Academy Director, Mrs.
Hourig Papazian-Sahagian and Dr.
Herand Markarian, Director of the
Academy’s Armenian language and
literature department.

The evening got off to a rousing start
with the singing of an anthem dedicated
to the Tricolor, Trosh Yerakouyn, per-
formed by the 30 voices of the Academy
students. This musical salute set the tone
of high enthusiasm as the audience was
led into the quiz show program by Dr.
Markarian.

The multiple-choice duestions were
prepared by members of the Academy
faculty: Mr. Haroutune Misserlian, Direc-
tor of the history department; and Very
Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian, director of
the department of relgion/church
history. Quiz materials were selected
from the curriculum of Siamanto
Academy courses which form the 3-year
cycle of Armenian studies. Upon gradua-
tion Academy students become eligible
for nine college credits in universities and
colleges throughout the United States.

College Bowl 91 represented personal
triumphs for Academy students who
worked unobtrusively and efficiently in
organizing and conducting :um. event.
The skills obtained in planning and coor-
dinating cultural programs are integral
components of the Siamanto Academy
goals: to offer a program of study which
will expand students’ knowledge of
Armenian culture while training them
for roles in community leadership.

At the conclusion of the College Bowl’s
academic Olvmpiad, Mrs. Papazian-

Sahagian conducted the awards
ceremony and thanked parents and
guests for their enthusiastic support and
encouragement of the Academy for the
11th consecutive year. Special thanks
went to the participating teams members,
the Siamanto Academy students, the
Academy board and the Armenian Na-
tional Education Committee, sponsor of
the Siamanto Academy. |
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CHURCH WORSHIP

REGULAR ATTENDANCE

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhor-
ting one another; and so much the more, as ye
see the day approaching.” (Heb. 10:25)

REVERANCE
“Come, let us worship and bow down; let us
kneel before the Lord our maker.” (Ps. 95:6)

PRAYER
¢. . .for mine house shall be called an house of
prayer for all people.” (Isaiah 56:7)

OFFERING

“Upon the first day of the week let everyone of
you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered
him, that there be no gatherings when I
come.” (I Cor. 15:2)

SOCIABILITY

“Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful
to entertain strangers; for therby some have
entertained angels unawares.” (Heb. 13:1,2)

PARTICIPATION
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord.” (Col. 3:16)
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The Ferment of Faith
in Post-Soviet Armenia

by VIGEN GUROIAN

quh Bishop of Yerevan in Armenia,
Karekin Nersissian, is a young and enor-
mously energetic man. He has responded
to the revival of faith among Armenian
youth by almost literally turning over to
them his diocesan building and the parish
church of St. Sarkis. They come to sing
and dance, learn the ancient hymns and
study Scripture. The parents complain
that the children are neglecting their
school work. The young people hurry to
the church in the afternoons and even-
ings to attend meetings and practices. An
inspired group of high school and college
students edits a journal. They excerpt
theological writings of the Armenian
church fathers, compose summaries of
Armenian church history and write com-
mentaries on the Bible. The bishop
spends several hours a day with these
youth in Bible studies and discussions of
their projects.

During my visit this past spring Bishop
Karekin organized a pilgrimage for the
youth and their families. Three hundred
people piled into buses and cars and made
an hour-and-a-half trip some 7,000 feet up
into the foothills of snow-capped Mt.
Aragats. The bishop was dressed in a
cassock and black high-top sneakers. Our
destination was the church of the
medieval fortress of Am-Berd, which
dates from the 11th to the 13th centuries.
What Armenian-American who had
grown up during the cold war ever could
have imagined that in his lifetime he
would make such a pilgrimage?

The bishop asked me to offer the homi-
ly. I spoke on Mary and Martha, the
sisters of Lazarus. Armenians had done
well to observe the feasts of the church
over these many centuries of Ottoman
and Soviet captivity, I said. But they
would need to become like Mary, listen-
ing to the Word of God and then taking
the gospel beyond these .walls to the
many who for so long have been depriv-
ed of the gospel. ,

The choir had missed a cue from the
altar just before I spoke. They were
visibly upset with themselves. After all,
they were opening an ancient church
which had been closed for longer than
anyone. «could remember. I turned to
these men and women and reminded
them of what Jesus had said to Martha:
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and
distracted by many things; there is need
of only one thing.”

A cold highland wind had been blow-
ing all morning on the hilltop, and it kept
sweeping open the heavy wooden door of
the church. Every now and then some-
one would push the door closed, only for
it to open once again. I concluded the
homily with a reference to these occur-
rences. “One last thing,” I said. “Today
the wind blew strongly through the
door. And we kept trying to keep it out
to protect ourselves from the chill. But
we should have let the door open and the
wind blow in on us and through us. For
St. John writes that Jesus said to
Nicodemus: ‘The wind blows where it
chooses.’”

Several days after the pilgrimage to
Am-Berd I sat with Yervant Melkonian,
editor of the periodical Etchmiadzin of
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin
(home of Vasken I, the Catholicos of All
Armenians), as he was recalling his stu-

dent days. One story in particular stood
out. During the 1960s Yervant and some
other seminarians made trips deep into
the mountains in search of ancient
khatchkars, crosses carved in stone. “We
would take them out of the ground and
restore them. We wanted to do
something special to celebrate our faith.
We did this on our own.” Eventually,
said Melkonian, the KGB took steps to
stop the practice, viewing it as “an ex-
pression of religious nationalism.”

come to it. The several efforts to address
this problem, including an ill-fated
Center for the Propagation of the Faith,
have been poorly managed and ham-
strung by the conservatism of the church.

During my conversation with Mel-
konian, his own critique was blunt. Cults
and other Christian denominations were
making inroads partly because the Arme-
nian church had been restricted in the
past but partly because the church had
failed to respond wholeheartedly when it

The long communist captivity sustained and even
increased this identification of church and
nationhood. These churches were isolated from
the rest of Christianity, and the hegemony of Soviet
rule aften left the churches as the sole remaining
historic symbol aof ethnic identity and national pride.

N.Z ARMENIA religious discussion
almost inevitably turns to nationalism.
Much of Christianity in the formerly
communist lands of Eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union bears a strong national
character. We have come to refer to these
churches as national churches—the
Romanian church, the Serbian church,
the Georgian church and so on. The
history of how the churches got to be so
closely identified not only with ethos but
with nationalism is a long and not un-
complicated one. The 19th century was a
critical period. In that century emergent
nationalist ideologies and movements all
but evacuated these churches of their
memory of a universal faith and mission.
These churches entered the 20th century
as handmaids of nationalist aspirations
and governments. The gospel they
preached was a faith in the nation and its
survival. .

The long communist captivity sustain-
ed and even increased this identification
of church and nationhood. These chur-
ches were isolated from the rest of Chris-
tianity, and the hegemony of Soviet rule
often left the churches as the sole remain-
ing historic symbol of ethnic identity and
national pride. The collapse of com-
munist ideology and Soviet repression
has unleashed these pent-up forces of na-
tionalism. Perplexing issues of the rela-
tion of church and national culture have
been raised anew, and new possibilities
for different configurations of faith, na-
tional identity and the peoplehood of God
have opened up.

One sign of the perplexity was my ex-
change with His Holiness Vasken I about
the challenges of religious pluralism. The
patriarch explained that new religious
groups had come into the country after
the earthquake of December 1988. Some
gave valuable assistance, but most re-
mained to take advantage of the situation
for proselytizing. Now they were making
great financial profits, he said. The
patriarch did not concede that any blame
ought to be assumed by the church for
the difficult situation in which it finds
itself. Yet many Armenians speak
pointedly of the church’s lack of initiative
after the earthquake and in the wake of
the nation’s newly found freedom.
Armenia had become a vast mission field,
but the church waits for the people to

Vigen Guroian, associate professor of theology and ethics at Loyola Col-
lege in Maryland, has written and lectured extensively about the Arme-
nian Church. This article which appeared in The Christian Century is
a follow-up to his “Armenian Nationalism and the Ferment of Faith,”
which was also published in The Christian Century and reprinted in
the March 1991 issue of OUTREACH.

Copyright 1992 Christian Century Foundation. Reprinted by permis-
sion from the January 22, 1992 issue of The Christian Century.

was free to do so. For him, the patriarch’s
account of the new religions did not take
seriously the convictions which
motivated them. The patriarch’s response
was predictable, however, from the
leader of a church which had long ago
taken upon itself a custodial role as
spiritual protector of the nation. “Our
church is founded more as an institution
of religious nationalism than one founded
in faith,” Melkonjan explained. “Even
our understanding of Christ has been
nationalized.”

In Yerevan I visited with two scholars,
Erna Melikian, a philologist and historian
of classical culture, and Lillet Zagarian, a
historian of medieval art. The topic turn-
ed to faith and morality. Morality is much
discussed in the formerly Soviet society.
The people have been left with nothing
in which to believe and without any
authority in which moral responsibility
might rest. Lillet thought that religious
belief and morality need not be church-
centered. She wanted to define morality
as autonomous values or principles
universally recognizable. But she also
suspected that there is something specific
about Christian morality. I said that I
thought this was so. I explained that
Christian ethics is founded not in an
abstract theory of moral principles but in
a person who lived a life that is the model
for those that follow him. “There was
such a man as Jesus,” Lillet stated. “I shall
not dispute that he was a historical per-
son. . . But Christianity teaches us to turn
the other cheek and love our enemy. This
is difficult. How can we love Turks or
Azeris?. ... When faced with such
enemies maybe it is better not to be so
Christian.” Erna agreed: “Such a morality
is next to impossible.”

tion the way to a deeper healing for in-
dividual and nation? They agreed.
Perhaps forgiveness and reconciliation
could be approached indirectly by
establishing economic ties with Turkey.
Both understood that real reconciliation
would require a change of heart toward
which the church alone could show
the way.

I arranged to lengthy afternoon Bible
discussions with the cadre of young
church activists at St. Sarkis to talk about
what it means to be a Christian and
Armenian. I asked the students if they
might begin with a scriptural passage
which was important to them. Psalm
68:11 was selected at the first meeting.
“The Lord gives the command;/great is
the company of those who/bore the
tidings.” What did this say to them?
Armen spoke first. “This verse is about
spreading the gospel. God commands it.
He expects it to be so. But the Armenian
church is failing. The Armenian church
doesn’t know how.” There were nods of
approval throughout the room.

Several of these young people had for a
time been drawn away from the Arme-
nian church by Baptists and Pentecostals.
They had a certain admiration for these
churches which through the preached
word were able to convey hope to or-
dinary people. They had returned to the
Armenian church because it was the
church of the Armenian people, but they
realized that a church which is only
national cannot follow Christ wherever
he leads.

The discussion turned to what it means
to be a Christian. Someone said: “To be a
Christian is to be a follower of Christ. To
be like him as much as possible.” And
there was one last important stipulation.
This imitation of Christ and following
after him had to be “deliberate.” The
meaning ws shatteringly clear. Being
born an Armenian was not the same
thing as being a Christian. The students
were voicing a protest against the priestly
religion.

This criticism was forcefully expressed
at our second meeting. My companions
chose to open the discussion with Ezekiel
22:26: “[The house of Israel’s] priests have
done violence to my teaching and have
profaned my holy things; they have made
no distinction between the holy and the
common, neither have they taught the
difference between the unclean and the
clean, and they have disregarded my sab-
baths, so that I am profaned among
them.” They stated that the bishop
himself had said to them on other occa-
sions that the priests were “more con-
cerned with performing the ritual and
selling the sacraments than preaching the
word of God.”

My hope is that the Armenian church will regain
its sense of mission. Let it assume its special
responsibility of preaching the gospel to the Armenian
people. This church bears such a responsibility
because it has had the privilege of journeying with
the Armenian people through much of their history.

‘m. OR THE FIRST time in perhaps cen-
turies, Armenians are realizing that be-
ing Armenian is not to be equated with
being Christian. This is difficult for a peo-
ple who boast that Armenia was the first
nation to adopt Christianity as a state
religion in 314 A.D. I asked Erna and
Lillet if their resistance to following
Christ the whole way was not the
manifestation of a larger national afflic-
tion brought on by the magnitude of the
nation’s unanswered suffering from
genocide and Soviet oppression. Weren’t
repentance, forgiveness and reconcilia-

I introduced the story of the Samaritan
woman in the fourth chapter of the
Gospel of John as a text for further discus-
sion. Perhaps we could clarify our
understanding of the relationship be-
tween faith and ethnic or national identi-
ty. The story centers on the familiar
biblical motif of a woman drawing water.
Jesus asks this Samaritan woman if she
would give him a drink. She does so.
Then Jesus identifies himself as “living
water” which imparts “eternal life.” The
story closes with an issue of identity and
faith. The woman is an adulteress. She is
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(Continued from page 3)
also a Samaritan who identifies God with
Mount Gerizim where the Samaritans
had a temple. “‘Sir, I see that you are a
prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this
mountain, but you say that the place
where people must worship is in
Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming when you
will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship
what you do not know; we worship what
we know, for salvation is from the Jews.
But the hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshiper will worship
the Father in spirit and truth’”

Anahid, a bright young woman who is
coeditor of the religious publication,
spoke. “We behave in the same way as
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the Samaritan woman. Our mistake is
like that of the Samaritan woman. We are
very near to the Samaritans. We are
proud that Christ descended at Etchmiad-
zin” (which means literally “the Only
Begotten descended™). Aram interjected,
“The Protestant sects have come and got-
ten people in large stadiums and other
places to preach the gospel. But our
church leaders want us to return to the
Cathedral of Etchmiadzin because that is
where they tell us God is. We are proud
of what we had in the past. ... But we
need new apostles.”

This talk had made an older man in the
room nervous. He wanted to insist on the
national character of the church, and was
suspicious of ecumenical trends that

might diminish that character. I pointed
out that the story of the Samaritan
woman does not suggest that she stopped
being a Samaritan after encountering
Christ. Something, however, was added
to her knowledge of God. Her Samaritan
religion had been transformed into a faith
in the living God.

I do not presume to know just how
faith, national identity and the people of
God will come to be understood by

nian people through much of their
history. Let it be a church for the Arme-
nian people. But not exclusively so. Let it
also be a church for all others on all the
continents among whom it is present.
Toward these ends, there is inspiration
from the earliest and greatest of the
church’s saints. The truth should be told.
St. Gregory the Illuminator did not set
our to found a national church. Rather,
he brought the gospel to a people who he

Armenians. My hope is that the Arme-
nian church will regain its sense of mis-
sion. Let it assume its special responsibili- rendered the Bible into the Armenian
ty of preaching the gospel to the Arme- tongue not in order to create a dead ob-
nian people. This church bears such a ject of pride as “the queen of all transla-
responsibility because it has had the tions,” but to breathe the life of the Spirit
privilege of journeying with the Arme- intoa people. m

saw were without it. The Holy
Translators, St. Sahag and Mesrob,
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Republic of Armenia
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Dear FPriends:
Armenia is free and independent again.

As it returns to the family of free nations, our democratic, newly
sovereign state requires a sound financial base to ensure its
effective diplomatic outreach. The establishment of embassies, the
dispatch and support of ambassadors, official delegations and other
persennel, the procurement of modern eguipment for our missicns,
the education of our first generation of professional diplomats,
and other related activities will serve to carry Armenia’s case to
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wqnbgniBjut gppwbullnhg nnipu quiynn wpnwfhir gnpanutkph
wnljuwyntRyntbp Yubp YugniPjuwlt wngl bu Ywluglbkgph] Awypkbhfp:
Uhwduwlwiul, yuwndnpinity wju nwpwepswind bpypnpny wigwd Jhq
fuwpuynpniPynity £ pbabnnud Ybepulwiugbbine Augyulul wilul
gbnwuwiniPynitp, L JEUF phpuyniuf sniubLf Ynpgubine , wju
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the world.

The Armenian Government, under the leadership of President Levon
Ter-Petrosian, has created The Armenia Pund for Foreian Affairs.
For the first time ever, an official state initiative of
international dimensions has opened before us the historic
opportunity to give Armenia a fighting chance to have its volce
heard loud and clear in the arena of world diplomacy. You are
invited to make your contribution to the Fund and to help meet our
short-term goal of building it to the level of $100 million.

The Armenian dispersion--from Europe and the Americas to the Middle
East and the Orient--was born of pain and persecution. But teday,
we are a worldwide people that has gained great professional
expertise, acguired inordinate intellectual strength, worked hard
to develop immense material wealth, and maintained the deep moral
commitment delivered to us by our parents and grandparents.

We are now uniquely pesitioned to turn the initial tragedy of
diaspora into the ultimate victory of Hayastan. The new Armenia
belongs te each and every one of us. And if we rise to the
occasion of pooling our potential and harnessing our energies the
world over, then we become the permanent guardians of Armenia and
the collective guarantors of a bright, secure future for our
homeland.

Join us in making liberty last.
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Armenia Fund Donor Categories
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Please send your non-deductible contribution to:

US $ 1,000,000 and above

The Armenia Fund at Chase Manhattan

Fuwplpup Benefactor $ 100,000 and above Office of Armenia’s Permanent Representative
&G Sponsor $ 10000andabove 122 CStreet, NW #360
Washington, DC 20001
Rwpliljud Friend $ 1,000 and above
Lwidwilghp Supporter $ 100 and above The Armenian Government will acknowledge

all donations.

Inquiries and Information e Ministry of Foreign Affairs ® 10 Baghramian Avenue e Yerevan, Armenia ¢ Tel: (78852) 52-35-31




