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NRA Convenes
In Toronio

The National Representative Assembly
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America convened in St. Asdvadzadzin
Armenian Apostolic Church, Toronto,
Canada, May 15 to 17 with the
participation of 16 clergy and 96 lay
delegates.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate,
presided over the Assembly as well as
the Clergy Conference which started on
May 14 and the National Association of
Ladies Guilds National Conference
which took place concurrently with the
NRA.

The NRA opened on Wednesday
afternoon, May 15, with the oldest
delegate, Col. Harry Sachaklian,
designated Chairman and the youngest
delegate, Rev. Nareg Alemezian,
Secretary. Following the report of the
credentials committee the permanent
executive was elected with the following
results: Col. Sachaklian, 1st chairman;
Vazken Terzian, 2nd chairman; Rev.
Shahe Panossian, 1st secretary; MTrs.
Susan Erickson, 2nd secretary.

Guests at the NRA included
representatives of the Armenian media;
representative of the Armenian Relief
Society, Eastern Region; and observer of
Etchmiadzin Diocese, Mr. Crosby
Goshgarian. ’

A telegram from His Holiness Karekin
II, Catholicos of the Great House of
Cilicia, addressed to the NRA, conveyed
his fatherly love and blessings. “We
pray God to grant you His divine
wisdom so that with enlightened mind
you may see ever more clearly your
obligdtions toward God, our Church and
our people,” His Holiness said.

Keynote addresses were delivered by
Archbishop Ashjian and Mr. Nerses
Chitjian, chairman of the Executive
Council. In his address to the NRA,
Archbishop Ashjian thanked the
Toronto community for their hospitality
and noted the vibrant growth in the
Canadian churches and schools.
Recounting the events of the past year,
His Eminence spoke of the visit of His
Holiness Karekin II last May and June for
the consecration of three churches
within the Prelacy. The Prelate paid
tribute to three retiring clergymen:
Archpriest Arsen Hagopian, St.
Gregory’s Church, Philadelphia;
Archpriest Vahrich Shirinian, Sts.
Vartanantz Church, Ridgefield, NJ; and
Archpriest Asoghik Kelejian, St. Sarkis
Armenian Church, Douglaston, NY. He
thanked the three retiring clergymen
for their many years of dedication and
service to the Armenian church. The
Prelate spoke of the economic hardship
the Prelacy has experienced this past
vear, as have many of the local churches,
due to the general economic downturn.
The Archbishop outlined some new
projects which have been initiated in
order to alleviate this situation, namely

(Continued on page 3)

Consecration of Martyrs Chapel in Deir Zor
Is Witnessed by Thousands on May 5

The entrance leading into the Martyrs Chapel complex.

The long anticipated consecration of the
Martyrs’ Chapel in Deir Zor, the site where
thousands of Armenians perished decades
ago, was performed by His Holiness
Karekin II, Catholicos of the Great House of
Cilicia, as more than 5,000 pilgrims from
all corners of the world witnessed the
emotional and historic ceremony on Sun-
day, May 5.

Participating in the consecration were
clergy from Europe, the Middle East,
Armenia, and the United States, including
the Eastern and Western Prelates, Arch-
bishops Mesrob Ashjian and Datev Sarkis-
sian. Special guests attending included
Khatchig Babigian, Esq., Chairman of the
Catholicate’s Central Executive and
Minister of Justice of the Lebanese govern-
ment; Dr. Melkon Eblighatian, Deputy of
the Lebanese Parliament; Hrachig Si-
monian, the newly appointed president of
the Committee for Relations with Arme-
nians Abroad; and Mr. Yervant Pam-
bookian and Mr. Vosgeperan Arzouma-
nian, members of the Central Executive of
the Cilician See.

The construction of the new church
began shortly after the dedication of the
cornerstone on May 12, 1985, and the com-
pleted church was originally scheduled to
be consecrated on October 28, 1990, jointly
by His Holiness Vazken I, Catholicos of All
Armenians, and Catholicos Karekin, but
was postponed because of the Gulf war.

Rescheduled for early May, His Holiness
Vazken with great disappointment in-
formed Catholicos Karekin that he was
unable to attend because of his health.
Catholicos Vazken was represented by
Archbishop Kude Nakashian, Primate of
Paris and Pontifical Nuncio of Western
Europe, Archbishop Housig Santourian,
Grand Sacristan of Holy Etchmiadzin and
the Very Rev. Mamigon Kelejian from
Etchmiadzin. Archbishop Nakashian read
the moving message of Catholicos Vazken
declaring this day to be one of joy and
satisfaction for all Armenians. The
Supreme Pontiff emphasized the impor-
tance of strengthening ties between
Armenia and the Diasporan communities.
He spoke emotionally about the univer-
sality of the Martyrs Chapel in Deir Zor
and asked all Armenians to look upon it as
their own and to support it spiritually and
financially.

In his sermon Catholicos Karekin
declared that henceforth Deir Zor is no
longer a “city of death” but rather a “pan-
Armenian monument of everlasting in-
spiration.” Speaking about the current
renewed hostilities between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, His Holiness declared that
Armenians must stand up for their rights
and asked Armenians worldwide to sup-
port the Homeland.

The traditional Opening of the Gates
ceremony took place Saturday evening

One view of the estimated 5,000 persons attenaing the ceremony showing their and the Consecration ceremony began 9

solidarity.

a.m. on Sunday. Following the Divine
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the inauguration of Prelacy National
Dues; the implementation of a Planned
Giving Program; and the establishment
of the Prelacy Endowment Fund.

Noting the events taking place in
Artzakh at that very moment,
Archbishop Ashjian emphasized the
importance for all Armenians to remain
fully committed to Armenia and her
future, asking, “If not us, who?; If not
now, when?”’ Accordingly, the NRA
sent cables to His Holiness Vazken I,
Catholicos of All Armenians, “in
support of your Holiness’ efforts in
defense of our national rights, the
security of our people in and around
Artsakh and Armenia and on behalf of
the religious revival in the fatherland,”
and to Mr. Levon Ter Petrosyan,
President of Armenia’s Parliament,
asking “God grant you the wisdom to
prudently resolve the problems
confronting beleaguered Armenia and
lead our people out of its current
threatening situation.” The situation in
Artsakh prompted telegrams also to
President George Bush, Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney, and to President
Mikhail Gorbachev.

Addressing the assembled delegates,
Nerses Chitjian, chairman of the
Prelacy’s executive council, emphasized
the importance of making the church a
strong and important voice for Arme-
nians around the world. He spoke of the
strong obligations we have to the new
Republic of Armenia. Mr. Chitjian went
on to say, “Our primary responsibility
must first be to our Prelacy here in
North America and to our Parishes here.
We must support our Church in
America, making it strong and secure. .
Only after we have taken care of our
own house can we venture forth to aid
our brothers and sisters in Armenia.
Unless our Church in North America
stands on a strong foundation, any effort
we make to help those overseas is doom-
ed to failure. If we remain strong here,
we will be able to offer assistance when
needed, whether it is financial, political,
or spiritual. Our strength starts at
home!”

Four separate panels formed to con-
sider the following topics and to report
to the plenary session: Christian Educa-
tion; Armenian Education and Day
Schools; Budget; Fund Raising. Reports
were also presented by the Building
Committee and the Unity Committee.

Ms. Roslyn Overton, of Brown & Over-
ton, gave a presentation about a planned
giving program for the benefit of the
Prelacy and the churches. Ms. Overton, a
recognized authority on financial plann-
ing, has been writing articles in
OUTREACH about the various forms of
charitable giving and will be conducting
workshops at various locations during
the coming months.

Following the report of the Unity Com-
mittee the following resolution was
adopted by the NRA: “The National
Representative Assembly directs the Ex-
ecutive Council to promptly complete its
review of the comments to the proposed
By-Laws and continue the negotiations
with the Diocese for the preparation of
the proposed By-Laws. The National
Representative Assembly further directs
the Executive Council to take such steps
as are necessary to confirm that the
Diocese is prepared and willing to im-
mediately implement the cooperative ac-
tivities which were supposed to take
place simultaneously with the prepara-
tion of the draft By-Laws.”

Elections

Elected to the auditing committee
were: Bedros Givelekian, Richard
Selverian and Grigor Grigorian. Elected
to the Executive Council were Rev.

Khoren Habeshian, Rev. Nerses
Manougian, Nerses Chitjian, Rouben
Kachikian, Bedros Tashjian, Hagop

council members,
Esq., and Richard
thanked for their

Sevagian. Outgoing
Shant Harootunian,
Sarajian, Esq. were

National
Association of
Ladies’ Guilds
annual conference
in Toronto.

Prelacy clergymen who met prior to the NRA.

many years of service.
Clergy Conference

The Clergy Conference convened on
May 14, prior to the full NRA with the
dection of Rev. Dr. Mesrob Tashjian,
President and Rev. Zareh Sahagian,
Secretary. A-chbishop Ashjian

presented his greetings and reviewed
the past year’s religious programs. He
spoke at length about the coming 1700th
anniversary of the establishment of the
Armenian church and the respon-
sibilities facing us. The Prelate ended his
remarks with an appeal to emphasize

National Representative Assembly

the worship life of the Church accen-
tuating the need for church services and
prayers besides the Divine Liturgy. He
called for the strengthening of Christian
Education which is the primary duty of
the Church and the importance of secur-
ing enlightened participation of laity in
the life of the church.

The annual report was read by Rev.
Khoren Habeshian and accepted by the
conference. A major portion of the
clergy conference was dedicated to
women in the Armenian church with
presentations given by Very Rev. Nareg
Alemezian, Rev. Antranig Baljian, and
Rev. Nerses Manougian. Before adjourn-
ing, the clergy conference discussed the
role of retired clergy. Guidelines will be
formulated from the various suggestions
and presented for approval.

National Association of Ladies’ Guilds

The annual conference of the National
Association of Ladies Guilds convened
on May 15 with an opening prayer and
welcoming remarks by Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian. Elected were Nartuhi
Selverian, chairman and Karen
Kouchakdjian, secretary.

Thirty-four delegates representing fif-
teen Guilds were in attendance. This
year’s conference featured as its theme,
“The Armenian Woman and the
Church.” Very Rev. Nareg Alemezian
spoke about women in biblical
understanding and Rev. Antranig Bal-
Jjian spoke about the role of the Arme-
nian woman at the threshold of the 21st
century.

Executive members elected to serve
for the 1991-92 year is as follows: Yeretz-
gin Arpine Shrikian, chairwoman; Alice
Chakmakjian, vice chairwoman; Pauline
Kassabian, corresponding secretary;
Agnes Bianco, recording secretary;
Verkine Marashian, treasurer. Outgoing
executive members Oski Ornazian and
Alice Kachadourian were recognized for
their services to the N.A.L.G.
Entertainment Interlude

The Toronto community had planned
some entertaining diversions for the
delegates. A boat ride on Lake Ontario
proved to be very enjoyable. An art ex-
hibit at the Armenian center, sponsored
by Hamazkain, featured the works of
three artists from Armenia: Khatchig
Aprahamian, Gagig Badalian and Gagig
Kazanjian. A concert of sacred music
was presented at the church with the St.
Asdvadzadzin Church Choir under the
directorship of Mr. Varoujan Nigolian.
Archbishop Ashjian thanked Very Rev.
Khajag Hagopian and all who made the
concert possible noting that “it gave us a
taste of the richness of Armenian
religious music which should not be
confined to Sunday Badarak.”

Closing Banquet

The 1991 NRA officially ended with
the Executive Council’s Banquet held at
the Armenian Center. Words of
welcome were given by Very Rev. Kha-
Jjag Hagopian, pastor of the host church,
and Mr. Garo Pashayan, chairman of the
Board of Trustees.

Special awards to community
members were presented to: Mr. Zaven
Sarkissian, Mr. Manuel Shhirian and
Mrs. Zovig Ashukian. A local talent,
10-year-old Kathryn Manoukian thrilled
the audience with her presentations on
the violin

Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Nerses Chit-
jian, announced that the Executive
Council bad decided to honor Arch-
bishop Ashjian in a special way this year
in honor of his 30th anniversary of or-
dination by declaring him the “Man of
the Year.” The Prelate was presented
with an oil painting by Jasmine Serabian
depicting thé Madonna of Leninagan
dedicated to earthquake victims.

In his closing remarks Archbishop
Ashjian accepted the award and the gift,
thanking the Council, all of the
delegates, and especially the host pastor
and church. The Prelate sncke about his
vision of the Armenian chursh as a truly

(Continued on page 8)
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Martyrs Chapel in Deir Zor

(Continued from page 1)

Liturgy, His Holiness and the participating
clergy from Etchmiadzin and the Dioceses
within the Cilician jurisdiction, descended
to the subterranean hall where the only il-
lumination comes from candles and a
skylight. His Holiness blessed the Khat-
chkar from Armenia and conducted a Re-
quiem Service for the Martyrs. The altar is
decorated with a copy of an oil painting
by Mardiros Altounian which is in the
Martyrs Chapel in Antelias. The painting
depicts the crucified Christ with His right
hand extended to receive the Martyrs.
Also adorning the altar are two crosses: a
beautiful silver cross which is a gift from
Etchmiadzin and a gold cross, donated by
Setrag Agonian, which was presented by
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian as a gift from
the Armenian American community.

Of all the thousands who witnessed this
Consecration, perhaps the most poignant
story is that of Srbouhie Papazian, a sur-
vivor of Deir Zor, now living nearby, and
who met with Armenians for the first
time since 1915 six years ago at the time of
the dedication of the cornerstone of the
Chapel. Srbouhie Papazian was the
daughter of a wealthy shoe manufacturer
and the granddaughter of an Armenian
priest. All members of her family were
driven out of their home and when they
reached the deserts of Deir Zor only she
and her father were still alive. From Deir
Zor her father was forced to march further
on into Sheddadiye from where hardly
any Armenians escaped. She was married
to an Arab in Deir Zor who converted her
to Islam and hid her from the Turks. She
became a farmer in the village of Hattia on
the Euphrates and started a Moslem family
which today has 105 members. She was
amongst Armenians again at the Consecra-
tion and in many of the photographs she
can be seen at the side of Karekin Vehapar.

The Martyrs Chapel is more than a
church, more than a monument, more
than a repository of the bones of the sur-
vivors. It represents a collective memory
of a people, for as it has been said
“Memory is Possession”’—the memory
that brought Srbouhie Papazian to Deir
Zor decades later to claim her possession.

The Chapel is living, everlasting inspira-
tion, as Karekin Vehapar stated, which
will challenge the generations ahead to
continue and for us to take heart and in
the words of the poet continue “to strive,
to seek, to find and not to yield.”

U
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Catholicos Karekin II mvmnxm“wm to the thousa
consecration service. The woman at the right is Srbouhie Papazian, a survivor of
Deir Zor who lost her entire family. A young girl at the time she married an Arab
who hid her from the Turks. She met Armenians for the first time since 1915 six
years ago at the cornerstone dedication service of the Martyrs Chapel. She
attended the Consecration ceremony as a special guest.

A view of the Chapel.

Hope and Triumph

The cost of construction of the Martyrs Chapel is 19 million Syrian
pounds (about 2% million US dollars based on the official exchange rate).
Initial expenses have come through the resources of the Catholicate of
Cilicia, the Aleppo Prelacy, and individual Armenians, but, as both
Vehapars indicated in their messages, the
should be financed and maintained by the entire Armenian nation. On
Thursday, May 9, at a banquet in Aleppo the Armenian community rais-

ed an additional five million Syrian pounds towards the project.

Chapel belongs to everyone and

Built on the site where the greatest of tragedies occurred, the Martyrs
Chapel, designed by Sarkis Balmanoogian, represents eternal hope and
triumph over death. The octagonal central dome is fashioned after
church and family-owned mausoleums in the medieval Armenian city of
Ani. The eight flying columns are symbols of resurrection and freedom.
From the two side altars, visitors descend to the subterranean hall,
dedicated to the Martyrs, illuminated by candlelight. The main source of
light comes from above; the bones of the martyrs are encased within a
pedestal from which a column, adorned with a cross, rises into the
Church above.

One section of the complex has been reserved to record the names of in-
dividuals or families who perished in the Genocide. Inscribed on the
*“Deir Zor Wall” will be individual or family names of those who perish-
ed during the Genocide. It will be an appropriate and permanent tribute
to the memory of a loved one and will also serve as a means of raising

idds to pay for both the construction and upkeep of the Martvrs Chapel.

The doneiion towards each name is $100 and arrangements can be
made thir i the Prelacy office i New York. See page 6 for more details.
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Archhishop Mesrob Ashjian anoints
the altar of St. Matthew.

Two crosses adorn the altar. One a oift
from His Holiness Vawsken I and the
sther o ~ift frers the Armenian
Amer ity
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Catholicos Karekin II lights the eternal flame with, left to right. Very Rev. Yeghishe Man-

Jjikian, Very Rev. Norayr Ashekian, Archbishop Soures Fzraroian, Archbishop A.

Terterian. and Archbishop Kude Nacashian.
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In Memoriam

Archpriest
Sempad Der Mksian
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Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian anoints the
forehead of Archpriest Sempad Der Mk-
sian with assistance from two of Der Sem-
pad’s classmates, Archpriest Moushegh
Der Kaloustian and Archpriest Dr. Gorun
Shirikian.

The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America mourns the passing of
Archpriest Sempad Der Mksian, a
dedicated servant to God and a faithful
shepherd of the Armenian Church for the
past 35 years.

Rev. Der Mksian relinquished his soul
to the Almighty on Sunday, June 2, after
a long and valiant battle against heart
disease. He was 64 years old.

The Funeral Vigil took place Wednes-
day, June 5, at St. Hagop Church, Racine,
Wisconsin. Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
officiated at the Last Unction Rites on
Thursday, June 6. Burial in Racine follow-
ed the funeral service.

In lieu-of-flowers donations are being
accepted on behalf of the St. Hagop
Clurch, Racine, where the deceased serv-
ed for many years.
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The interior of the Martyrs’ Chapel at Deir Zor

A PERMANENT MEMORIAL TO THE
ARMENIAN MARTYRS OF 1915:
THE MARTYRS CHAPEL IN DEIR ZOR

HONOR THE MEMORY OF YOUR
LOVED ONES BY PLACING THEIR
NAME ON THE "DEIR ZOR WALL."”

On Sunday, May 5, 1991, the Martyrs’ Chapel in Deir Zor was Consecrated
by His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, with
the participation of clergymen representing His Holiness Vazken I,
Catholicos of All Armenians, and clergy from Europe, the Middle East, and
the United States. The Chapel is a permanent memorial to the memory of
the 1% million who perished during the Genocide. One portion of the
complex will be used to record the names of individuals and families who
perished during the Genocide. The ‘“Deir Zor Wall,” will permanently
record the names of the Martyrs and be a fitting tribute to their memory.
Each plaque can be inscribed with an individual name or a family name.

I would like to have the following name(s) inscribed on the “Deir Zor
Wall”” within the Martyrs Chapel complex. I understand the donation for

each name is $100.

Name 1

Place of Birth

Name 2

Name 3

Name 4

Please print legibly. For more names use a separate piece of paper.

Enclosed is 2 check in the amount of $

Name of Donor

Address

City, State, Zip

Checks payable to Armenian Apostolic Church of America
Mail to: Armenian Prelacy, 138 E. 39th St., New York, NY 10016
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An exterior view of the Martyrs Chapel complex.
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Bones of survivors are encased in the
Martyrs Chapel.
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NRA in Toronto

(Continued from page 3)

national church. He noted that
throughout Armenian history whoever
was a faithful servant to the church was
also a great leader to the nation. Having
recently returned from Deir Zor and the
consecration of the Martyrs Chapel, His
Eminence said that we cannot just
remember the dead, but we must also
remember the living and the future. He
emphasized the importance of us to be
ready to help Armenia. ‘I was proud to
be part of the dedication ceremony of
the Deir Zor Martyrs Chapel, but I don’t
want to live in such a way that tomor-
row we will be erecting memorials to
Karabagh. I much prefer to see more
towers of victory of Sardarabad.”
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