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Mrs. Suzanne Hagopian Honored by Hamazkain
e S B8  The New York chapter of the Hamazkain Armenian
7 Eice S8 S . - 3 Educational and Cultural Association honored Mrs.

.. _ Suzanne Hagopian on June 9 with a testimonial ban-
quet at the Terrace on the Park.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian spoke about Mrs. Ha-
gopian, a woman who had dedicated her life to help-
ing Armenian institutions, especially the Church. She
and her late husband, Hovsep, have quietly supported
many charitable endeavors.

A person who is reluctant to speak about herself,
Mrs, Hagopian steadfastly maintains that what she has
done in the past is not important, but rather the
future is important.

_ An Encyclical from His Holiness Karekin II was
3 _ - SRR TEREL . presented during the evening. His Holiness had
Archpriest Moushegh Der Kaloustian reads Encyelical from ‘Ummﬂos.\mm .ﬁrm Prince of Cilicia medallion upon Mrs.
His Holiness Karekin II during testimonial for Mrs. Suzanne Hagopian in 1386.

Hagopian as Archbishop Ashjian listens.
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Share The Joy

by Rosilyn H. Overton, CFP

When we have a joyful moment in our life, we should include the
Church in our celebration. A true friend doesn’t just come to see us when
he needs something, but keeps in constant touch with us. Then, when
something special happens in his life, he invites us to a party to celebrate
the marriage of a child, the birth of a baby, or a promotion at work.

By the same principle, if God is important in our lives, we shouldn’t
give a special gift to the church only when we want a service said for
someone who has died, or prayers for someone who is sick. In addition to
our regular attendance, gifts and service to the Church, God should be an
honored guest at our celebrations. After all, everything that we have is a
gift from God, and it is only fitting that we return some of His bounty
back to Him. Since giving is itself a joy, sharing our joy with a gift to the
church leads to an even more joyful life.

For example, the day we are baptized is a time of great celebration.
Christians escape the sting of death secure in the certain knowledge that
through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, we are each given everlasting life.
Although we always want to give a gift to the baby, it is not so common to
think of giving a special gift to the Church in the baby’s honor. What
could be a better way to celebrate the new Christian than by a gift to a
permanent fund whose income will help others in perpetuity?

A marriage is another time of elation and excitement. Current custom
makes wedding an expensive time for the families of both the bride and
groom. There are showers and parties, gifts to unwrap and menus to
work out,

With all the social concerns, it is easy to forget that marriage is a sacra-
ment, and one of the most solemn occasions in our lives as Christians. A
gift to the church’s endowment fund, in honor of the bride and groom,
‘accompanied by fervent prayers that theirs will be a Christian home,
should be more important than choosing the roast beef or chicken for the
dinner! Over the years of their marriage, the gift in their henor could be
improving the world that they live in.

Qur joyous accasions don’t have to be as momentous as a new marriage
or a new baby. For instance, when we receive a promotion at work, or
get that great new contract for our business, we usually celebrate with a
special night out with our husband or wife. We tend to congratulate
ourselves on our hard work and talent. As Christians, though, we realize
that our health, and thus our ability to labor, is a blessing. Talent and in-
tellect are also clearly gifts from God.

Thus, when our careers go well, we may hesitate to trumpet our suc-
cess to the world with a publicly announced gift, but a quiet thanksgiving
memento to God is always appropriate.

Most people enjoy giving gifts. Gifts that commemorate the best days of
our lives gives us even more pleasure. By sharing our most precious
moments with God, we grow in grace and love, and feel the joy of being
Christian.

Attention: Near East Relief Orphans
and Beneficiaries

Near East Foundation, the successor agency to Near
East Relief, is interested in collecting old
-«'photographs, papers, letters and/or memorabila
" related to NER’s work in the Middle East before 1930.
If anyone is willing to donate such material to NEF,
please contact:

Dr. Linda Jabobs
Near East Foundation
342 Madison Avenue, Suite 1030
New York, NY 10173
(212) 867-0064
Fax: (212) 867-0169
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World Premiere of Hovhaness’ Artsakh Symphony

The 80th Birthday Tribute for composer Alan Hovhaness will feature the world premiere of his Symphony
No. 65, Artsakh. Commissioned by the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, the world
premiere is eagerly anticipated by music critics around the world. Artsakh will have its premiere in Armenia
on October 25. The notes which accompany the new piece explain the meaning of Artsakh and the genesis of
the commission: “Artsakh is the Armenian name for the region commonly referred to as Nagorno-Karabakh
(Mountainous Karabakh), an Armenian enclave within Azerbaijan. Nagorno-Karabakh has been in the news
now for more than three years as a political bone of contention between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Although
within and surrounded by Azerbaijan, the highlands of the Karabagh area have been populated by Armenians
for centuries. Until the recent conflict, the population of Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) was greater than 80%
Armenian. Although surrounded by Muslims of various nationalities throughout the centuries and most
recently by Azeri Turks, the Christian Armenians were able to withstand assaults upon their positions and
maintain their mountain fastness against invaders. In 1988 many Armenians from Artsakh, fleeing the vicious
attacks by the Azerbaijanis, settled in northern Armenia only to become victims of the devastating earthquake
of December 7, 1988.

“Highly nationalistic, the Armenians, in defending their mountainous home of Artsakh, sought to preserve
their language, their Christian religion, their ancient traditions, and in general their unique culture. Following
the takeover of the Republic of Armenia by the Communists after World War I, the Armenian enclave of
Artsakh was made part of Azerbaijan by the Soviet dictator Stalin, who sought to divide and isolate individual
nationalities to keep them weak and unable to resist central power.

“The genesis of the Artsakh Symphony actually began two years ago as an outgrowth of the Ani Millennium
Celebration by the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America at which time Alan Hovhaness
conducted his Ani Symphony.

““Some weeks after that performance a post-concert luncheon meeting took place with Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, Larry Sobol (who helped coordinate the Ani Concert at Alan Hovhaness’ suggestion) and Iris Papazian
who was in charge of publicity for the Ani Concert. It was during this simple luncheon that the idea of an 80th
birthday celebration for Alan Hovhaness in 1991 germinated.

“ Armenia and the Armenian people were very much in the news because of the earthquake in December
1988 and the conflict with Azerbaijan. Archbishop Ashjian explored the possibility of commissioning a new
symphony dedicated to these recent events. Thus was born Hovhaness’ 65th Symphony, named Artsakh.

Originally the work was conceived with narration with Richie Havens as the perfect narrator. However, after
considering the possible text, Mr. Hovhaness felt that this work should be purely instrumental, with the music
as the message. Mr. Hovhaness started composing Artsakh in October 1990 and completed it in January 1991.

“Mr. Hovhaness describes his new Symphony: ‘The first movement contains hymns and love songs, songs to
mountains in seven four time, 3 beats is spiritual, 4 beats is strength of earth. This melody combines spirit and
earth. A cry of brass expresses human and nature sufferings. A fugue of spiritual serenity follows. The second
movement is a lullaby of nature and the third movement is hymns for trombone and trumpet leading to a
pastoral for solo woodwinds and plucked (pizzicato) strings. A new fugue leads to free rhythm of wild bell-
sounds combined with triumphant coda in full orchestra. (All melodies are original).’

“In the never-ending struggle to remain a distinctive people, retain an ancient culture, and regain a place
among nations, the Armenians have long weathered the vicissitudes of history. For the Armenians, Artsakh
has become the symbol of that struggle for human rights and dignity. Alan Hovhaness’ Symphony No. 65,
Artsakh, is a musical tribute to that spirit.”
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“Alan Hovhaness has filled our world with beauty. It is with
pride and a sense of deep gratitude and appreciation that
we host this evening’s tribute.”

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

“From you, | learned about the importance of naturalness,
the rewards of humility, the necessity for honesty, the value
of simplicity. . .1 have always remembered you—and fondly
so—as music's Saint Francis of Assissi.”

Dominick Argento

“Believing, as | do, that melody is the grace of music and
the beauty of its work, | hold Alan Hovhaness in very high
esteem, for he has the powers of a melode. For a long time
he has gifted us with extraordinary singing—perhaps em-
broidered with counterpoint, or perhaps strummed along by
simple chords, or even dramatized,—but alway singing.”
Lou Harrison

“Alan Hovhaness is like a ‘music tree' that produces music
as trees produce fruit.”
John Cage (The New York Times)

‘I have admired your music over the years and pleased we
were able to include it in the COSMOS series and the new
RCA record, ‘The Music of Cosmos.””

Carl Sagan

“I feel a strong affinity with Hovhaness’ music. . .probably
[because of] the high respect and regard that we both have
for the shape of melody as being an all important musical
element.”

Keith Jarrett (Puise)

“Practically everything he has written is beautiful as well
as highly original.”
Withrop Sargeant (The New Yorker)

“} am fond of it [Hovhaness’ music], | admire it, it satisfies
me deeply, | am grateful that he is composing.”
William Saroyan

“Last week | conducted three concerts. . .Your Mysterious
Mountain was played at all three sold out houses. On the
program was also Bach's Ein’ Feste Burg, Beethoven's

Symphony No. 5 and Stravinsky’s Petrushka. From the au-

dience reaction it is clear that your composition stood the

severe test of comparison with the three great masters.”
Leopold Stokowski

“A conviction | have long held, which is that Alan
Hovhaness stands almost alone today among Americans
as a composer born with the mantle of genius, was rein-
forced on a nearty transcendental level yesterday afternoon
with the first performance here of his “Mysterious Moun-
tain” ... there is nothing eccentric, let alone exotic: it is a
highly personal expression. . .it is the musical expression
of a man of enormous integrity and enormous talent.”
Rudolph Elie (The Boston Herald)

“The music Alan Hovhaness is writing is consistently the
most imaginative, passionate, ingenious and agreeable
that this reviewer is hearing from any American composer
at present.”

Hubert Roussel (The Houston Post)

“‘The Way of Jesus’ is a glowing, deeply expressive, often
eloguent testament of faith and love.”
Robert Sherman (The New York Times)

“‘Hovhaness has a unique status among all American com-
posers, past and present. No other person has identified
himself so fully with Eastern Music. . .His picturesque
ideas call for odd combinations and sevefely drawn
forms...No propaganda need be made for this solitary
creator in present-day music life...”

Arthur Cohn

“He is sincere, he has integrity, and is uncompromising
toward his art.”
Harold C. Schonberg (The New York Times)

“There is no element of brutality in the Hovhaness Sym-
phony. Even in its fast brifliant movements, he manages to
get a feeling of exaltation without resorting to ugliness or
sarcasm. In this respect, he is virtually alone among his
colleagues.”

Heuwell Tircuit (Asahi Evening News)
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80th Birthday of Alan Hovhaness To Be Celebrated with Concert October 6 at Carnegie Hall

The 80th birthday of one of the
most important composers of the 20th
Century will be celebrated Sunday,
October 6, with a Gala Birthday
Celebration Concert at Carnegie Hall.
Alan Hovhaness who has become
known for his individuality of style
through his linkage of the Westerni
world with the East, will be honored
for his lifetime achievement by a host
of celebrities in the musical world.
The composer himself with conduct
the American Composers Orchestra
in the world premiere of his Sym-
phony No. 65, “Artsakh,” commis-
sioned by the Prelacy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of America,
the major sponsor of the event, which
will begin at 2 p.m.

The remainder of the program,
which includes his most famous Sym-
phony, “Mysterious Mountain,” will
be conducted by the Pulitzer-prize
winning composer and conductor,
Karel Husa. Born in Prague,
Czechoslovakia, Mr. Husa who is now
an American citizen, returned to
Prague to a tumultuous welcome for
the first time since the communist
take-over, after the recent election of
Vaclav Havel and the democracy
movement in his native country.

Martin Bookspan, the well-known
Voice of “Live from Lincoln Center”
has agreed to act as host for the even-
ing and will guide the “birthday
celebration” which will take place
after intermission at which time Mr.
Hovhaness will be honored with
tributes from former students, com-
posers, musicians, and well-known
entertainers who have championed
Hovhaness’ music.

The Early Years

“My purpose is to create music, not
for snobs, but for all people, music
which is beautiful and healing,” Alan
Hovhaness has often said. He has pur-
sued this ideal with a vigor matched
by few contemporary composers.
Functioning in his own esthetic
realm, aloof from the musical main-
tream and its ephemeral trends and
fads, Hovhaness has produced a pro-
digious body of music including more
than sixty symphonies and literally
hundreds of other works of all dimen-
sions, designed to be performed by an
endless array of instrumental com-
binations from the beginning student
to amateur groups and large-scale pro-
fessional ensembles.

Since his days as an isolated eccen-
tric who performed his exotic music
for friends in the Boston area while
living on a meager income earned as
an organist in St. James Armenian
Church up until today when he is
regarded as one of America’s
foremost composers, whose music is
known throughout the world,
Hovhaness has been guided by a
dignity, humility, and integrity that
have enabled him to make use of any
available means and opportunity to
pursue his own unique and uncom-
promising vision.

Born in Somerville, Massachusetts,
in 1911, Hovhaness gravitated toward
music at a very early age despite the
absence of encouragement from his
parents, Haroutiun and Madeline
Chakmakjian. His father, a professor
of chemistry, was Armenian, and his
mother was Scottish. Hovhaness now
reveals that music “kept running
through my head” long before he
received formal instruction. He learn-
ed to improvise on the piano before

With Andre Kostelanentz who comm
Created Great Whales.”

With the late philanthropist Haik Kavookjian, an avid supporter of Alan

Alan with parents
Haroutiun and
Madeline
Chakmakjian.

Hovhaness. Mr. Kavookjian commissioned several pieces including Etchmiadzin.

he took his first lesson. He made his
first attempt at composition when he
was four, writing a short organ piece
on an eleven-line staff which his
mother refused to play on the family’s
small harmonium. “I gave up music
until T was seven years old,” he
reveals. “At that time I composed on
regular staff notation, but at night
when I was supposed to sleep 1 made
another notation which I could see in
the dark. This system of writing
music without being able to see it
resembled a vocal Armenian notation
of around the 1820 period which I
learned later,” he says.

New Direction

Hovhaness underwent a perfunc-
tory exposure to conventional music
lessons and studied at the New
England Conservatory. Two Boston
artists, Hermon di Giovanno and
Hyman Bloom, urged him to turn
toward the culture of his ancestral

Armenia as a source of inspiration
both musical and spiritual. He delved
wholeheartedly into this cultural
archeology and emerged with a new
sense of artistic identity, having
discovered a musico-philosophical
realm with which he finally felt a
kinship.

“I was looking for a new direction
that would be more expressive,” he
says, ““and I found that direction in
the church music of Armenian
culture. That led me to a more ancient
kind of Armenian music than ‘folk
music,” much of which has been
tampered with; I also discovered the
music of Komitas Vartabed, who was
a very great man, and his develop-
ment of Armenian music was the first
influence I had.”

This was the beginning of
Hovhaness’ immersion in the ancient
Western and Oriental musical
cultures upon which he has drawn
for the inspiration of most of his

mature work. By 1945, the Eastern in-
fluence on his music became a per-
vading presence. In 1943, Twelve
Armenian Folk Songs, for piano, were
based on Armenian mountain village
melodies. Armenian Rhapsodies, for
strings (1944-45) used Armenian
dance tunes and an Armenian feast-
day melody (dagh); the first of these
rhapsodies was introduced in Boston
under the composer’s direction on
February 4, 1944. Heard on this same
program was Lousadzak (Coming of
Light), a concerto for piano and or-
chestra. (Interestingly, a new record-
ing of Lousadzak with Keith Jarrett
on the piano and the American Com-
posers Orchestra, recently soared to
Billboard’s best-selling charts.)
Fulbright and Rockefeller
Grants

“Somehow, Armenian music led
me to India, when I heard the music
of the dancer Uday Shankar, Ravi
Shankar’s brother, who brought
along a group of a whole new world
yet seemed very much related to the
different modes of Armenian music.
Also Japanese music and theatre had a
strong influence throughout the
1940s,” Hovhaness recalls. On a
Fulbright Fellowship in 1959, he was
able to embark on a world tour that
brought him for the first time to India
and Japan for research into their
native music and for the presentation
of some of his works. He became the
first western composer invited to par-
ticipate in the musical festival of
Madras in South India, where he
presented the first performance of
Madras Sonata, for piano. At the re-
quest of All-India Radio, he wrote
Nagooran, a work honoring the
patron saint of Madras, using only
South Indian musical instruments.

Great as his success was in India, it
was even more formidable in Japan.
He was welcomed at the airport by
newsmen and photographers; in
Tokyo he was lionized; he made ap-
pearances on television; the Tokyo
Symphony invited him to conduct
that orchestra in performances of
some of his works and he was the
beneficiary of several commissions. A
Rockefeller grant in 1962 allowed him
to pursue research in ancient court
music of Japan and Korea.

Mr. Hovhaness’ music has been part
of the repertoire of many of the finest
performers of the second half of this
century including, Martha Graham,
Jean Pierre Rampal, Benita Valente,
Eric Hawkens and his music was
selected by Carl Sagan for the
documentary “The Cosmos.” Leading
conductors of this century that have
championed his music include: Fritz
Reiner, Leopold Stokowski, Robert
Shaw, Andre Kostelanentz and Leslie
Heward.

At this historic concert in Carnegie
Hall the other featured composition
will be the composer’s most famous
work, ‘““‘Mysterious Mountain,”” which
received its first performance under
the baton of Leopold Stokowski for
the opening show of Omnibus. The
world premiere of the Artsakh Sym-
phony will be the culminating piece of
the concert. Similar birthday tributes
are expected to take place in Armenia
in September and October,

Tickets, priced at $50, $25, $15, and
$10, are now on sale for the October 6
concert and may be obtained through
CarnegieCharge, 212-247-7800 and at
the Prelacy, (212) 689-7810.
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‘“He that watereth shall be watereth also himself.”

Banquet To Honor Retiring Clergyman: Proverbs 11:25

|

_ﬂ Philadelphia’s Archpriest Arsen Hagopian
_ Hundreds of Armenians from throughout the Delaware Valley will
V gather to honor a leading clergyman on the 40th anniversary of his or-
. dination to the priesthood and upon his retirement on September 29, at
__ the Adam’s Mark Hotel on City Line Avenue in Philadelphia.

. As the spiritual leader of St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian
* Apostolic Church of Roxborough, Pennsylvania, for the last 35 years,

Have You Sent in Your \U
Prelacy Membership Dues =

Remember, no annual appeal for funds for
OUTREACH as in the past. Your $25 (individual)
or $50 (family) donation will bring OUTREACH to
you plus other benefits such as special discounts
at the Prelacy Bookstore. The greatest benefit, of
course, is knowing that you have helped the
Church in continuing its mission. If you have
misplaced the information about the Prelacy’s
membership appeal please contact the Prelacy at
(212) 689-7810.

Archpriest Arsen Hagopian, has worked both locally and nationally to
meet the needs of Armenians over the past four decades. He arrived in
the Philadelphia area in 1956. Years of consistent and faithful service
earned him recognition, title and award by Catholicoses

Zareh I and Khoren L

Rev. Hagopian served as a delegate to the conclave electing a new
Catholicos of Cilicia in 1963 following the death of Zareh I. He has also
served on the Prelacy’s Executive Committee.

Despite his busy schedule in religious matters both locally and national-
ly, Rev. Hagopian found time through the years to eagerly assist
parishioners in the various facets of church operations.

Rev. Hagopian was born on March 15, 1920 to Elizabeth and Hagop
Hagopian. He and Yeretzgin Marie married on June 8, 1947, have four
children: Hagop, Vahe, Elizabeth and John. Rev. Hagopian was graduated
from the Cilician Theological Seminary in Antelias, Lebanon, in 1951. He

e e e —

482-9200.

has served the Philadelphia community since 1956.
The retirement dinner is scheduled for 3 p.m. with cocktails at 2 p.m.
For further information about the dinner call the church office at (215)

Melissa Selverian
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ANEC Resumes
Language Classes
For Adults

The Armenian National Education
Committee has resumed its highly
successful adult education program in
teaching the Armenian language. The
15-week course of study began
September 10 and will continue until
December 17, the final day of the first
semester of the two-semester course.
Classes are held on Tuesday evenings
at the Prelacy, 138 E. 39th Street, New
York, from 7 to 9 p.m.

The ANEC philosophy of teaching
adults is based on individualized pro-
grams for the English speaker.
Students are placed in proficiency
level groupings: beginner and in-
termediate. The ANEC publication, a
2-volume textbook, “A Course in
Modern Western Armenian,” by Dr.
Thomas Samuelian, an Armenian
American linguist, serves as the text.

The weekly sessions focus on prac-
tical communication, conversation
and common usage. In addition,
students cover basic elements of
Armenian civilization through
analysis of selected readings of each
ability level. The structure of small
group instruction, aimed at the
English speaking student, provides
rapid individual progress.

Tuition fees are $125 plus $25
registration fee per semester. The sec-
ond semester will begin in January
1992. For further information about
this program please contact Hourig
Papazian-Sahagian at ANEC: (212)
689-7231 or (212) 689-7810 during
business days and hours.

Hourig Papazian-Sahagian

THE PRELACY BOOKSTORE
HAS A LARGE SELECTION
OF BOOKS, VIDEOS, TAPES

NEW.....
from the Minority Rights Group

and Karabagh

the struggle for unity
Edited by Christopher J. Walker

Foreword by Gerard Chaliand

ARMENIA

Part-translated from French by Aline Werth

Contributors: Christopher J. Walker, Claude Mutafian,
Patrick Donabedian, David Marshall Lang,

176 pp / maps / bibliography

$17.95 (paperback)

Plus shipping and handling

National Association
Of Ladies Guilds
Regional Seminar

The National Association of Ladies
Guilds’ New England regional
seminar was hosted by the
Whitinsville Ladies Guild of the Soorp
Asdvadzadzin Armenian Apostolic
Church, April 6. Members attending
were from Providence, Worcester,
North Andover, Troy, New York,
New Jersey and Detroit.

Registration and coffee hour started
the day, and at 10:00 a.m. the meeting
was called to order by NALG
Chairlady Yeretzgin Arpine Shrikian
of Detroit, with welcoming remarks
from Rev. Zareh Sahagian, pastor of
the host church. Nazely Avakian,
host chairlady, also welcomed guests
and expressed pleasure of hosting this
annual seminar.

Prelacy Guild corresponding
secretary Pauline Kassabian gave a
brief background of the guest
speaker, Deacon Shant Kazanjian,
who is a graduate of Villanova
University having also earned a
Master of Divinity degree from Saint
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological
Seminary in New York. Deacon
Kazanjian was ordained in 1988 by
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian. Deacon
Kazanjian, a candidate for priesthood,
currently serves as Director of Chris-
tian Education of the Prelacy.

Deacon Kazanjian depicted
women’s role in New Testament
stories, leading up to the many
changes and current social accep-
tance. He emphasized that we are all
one in Jesus Christ and that only our
good work is the result of our faith in
Jesus Christ.

After a delicious luncheon served
by the host guild, a question and
answer period took place with
challenging duestions directed to
Deacon Kazanjian who responded
eagerly and effectively.

The seminar concluded with vesper
service led by Rev. Sahagian, and
assisted by Rev. Father Vazken
Bekiarian, Rev. Father Khachig
Megerdichian and Deacon Vazken

Yaghmourian.

“‘Read the best books first,
or you may not have a chance
to read them at all.”

Henry David Thoreau
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Book Review
Perseverance:

Ara Baliozian and the
Armenian Cause.
Lawrence Terzian.

Kitchener, Ontario;
Impressions, Publishers; 1990,

Reviewed by Pierre Papazian

Ara Baliozian is probably the most
widely-read English-language writer
in the Armenian community of North
America. His literary output consists
of critical essays, fiction, reviews, and
translations. His style is direct and ra-
tional. He trains the cold light of logic
on any subject he discusses. He
upholds essential principles while he
knocks down sacred cows. He is
relentless in his assault on the in-
competence, the ineptitude, the
hypocrisy, and the posturing of more
than a few Armenians. It is difficult to
argue with his criticism. His targets
well deserve his literary barbs.

Since Mr. Baliozian’s writing speaks
for itself and needs no elucidation or
interpretation, one wonders what is
* the purpose of Lawrence Terzian’s
book? Mr. Baliozian certainly needs
no encomium for his work. He is
well-’known in the Armenian com-
munity as a prolific and powerful
writer read by his admirers and his
detractors alike. He has no match as
an incisive commentator on the
political, social, and cultural behavior
of Armenian Americans. His essays
appear in most of the English
language Armenian papers in
America so he really needs no
introduction to the Atrmenian com-
munity.

Nevertheless, Lawrence Terzian has
written what amounts to an introduc-
tion to Ara Baliozian and his critical
essays. While the book consists of five
chapters and three appendices, one of
the chapters and two of the appen-
dices are Ara Baliozian’s own
material. In the other four chapters,
Mr. Terzian analyzes and explicates
Ara Baliozian’s writings and his
cause. (The last appendix is an an-
notated bibliography of Mr.
Baliozian’s books.)

By far, the most interesting and
enlightening parts of the book are Mr.
Baliozian’s own words. It would have
been a better book if Mr. Terzian had
taken his own material and compiled
it into an introduction to a represen-
tative selection of Mr. Baliozian’s
essays on the Armenian Cause. Mr.
Terzian’s comments, because they are
spread out over four chapters, tend to
be repetitious in certain areas. As a
single introductory chapter followed
by Mr. Baliozian’s work, Mr.
Terzian’s analysis could have been
more concise and more cogent. For
those who are still unfamiliar with
Ara Baliozian’s writing this book is a
good introduction to that champion
of the Armenian Cause and im-
placable foe of fuzzy thinking and
foolish behavior.

Is your name or
address incorrect or
incomplete? .

Please send corrections to the
Armenian Prelacy, 138 East 39th
Street, New York, NY 10016.
Include a copy of your mailing
label or labels.

Rep. Wayne Owens at Prelacy

Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian
listens to Con-
gressman Wayne
Owens as he
speaks about his
recent trip to
Armenia.

The Honorable Wayne Owens, U.S. Congressman from the state of Utah, was
honored at a reception at the Prelacy on Wednesday, July 17. Congressman
Owens has been to Armenia several times since the 1988 earthquake and is
planning to visit again in September. In his most recent trip he accompanied
Utah businessman Jon Huntsman, Chief Executive Officer of Huntsman
Chemical Corporation. Mr. Huntsman has contributed generously to the
earthquake-recovery fund and has also initiated business ventures to help
Armenia’s economic advancement.

Congressman Owens was introduced to the gathering by Mr. Vahakn Hov-
nanian, a close friend of the Congressman. Mr. Hovnanian has accompanied the
Congressman one of his recent trips to Armenia and hopes to accompany him
in September as well.

Congressman Owens spoke of his experiences in Armenia, giving vivid
descriptions about demonstrations, the political atmosphere there, and his
meetings with President Levon Ter-Petrosyan who he considers to be a very ef-
fective leader. Congressman Owens also met with His Holiness Vazken I,
Catholicos of All Armenians.

The Congressman mentioned several times the necessity for western coun-
tries, particularly the United States, to help Armenia. “We’ve done very little
thus far, by comparison,” he said, “but I hope that we will be able to do much
more in the future.” He urged Armenian Americans to get into the political
arena and make their views known to their elected officials.

The Congressman
with (left to right),
Herand Mar-
karian, Vahak
Hovnanian, and
Arthur Halvajian.

Armenian Religious
Education Council
Announces New Plans

The Armenian Religious Education
Council (AREC) convened its first
meeting for the coming school year
on August 10. The Council serves as
the source and guide for Christian
education in the Eastern Prelacy.

With Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
serving as president of the council,
the executive body is composed of:
Rev. Antranig Baljian, chairman; Dr.
Vartkis Kinoian, vice-chairman; Var-
tan Karakelian, secretary. Other
members of the council are: Very
Rev. Nareg Alemezian, Gostan
Charkhutian, Professor Vigen
Guroian, Karen Jehanian, Jeanette
Nazarian, Mrs. Sandra Selverian.
Deacon Shant Kazanjian, Director of
Christian Education, is also a member
of the Council.

AREC will focus on a two-fold mis-
sion this year: To strengthen and ex-
pand the capabilities of Sunday School
teachers and, secondly, to expand the
adult education programs. Towards
these ends, an ambitious and exciting
program of events is planned for the
calendar year.

A National Conference on Christian
Education took place in Waltham,
Massachusetts September 6-8.
Regional teacher “Sharing Sessions”
are planned during the fall and
winter. Together these efforts serve to
equip Prelacy teachers with the best
available materials and the latest in
teaching methodologies.

In addition, a young adult retreat
with the theme “Christ in Our Daily
Life” will be held November 8-10 in
Attleboro, Massachusetts. Another
retreat, targeted to families, is
scheduled for March 28, 1992, with
the appropriate theme “Focus on the
Family.” Additional local retreats
sponsored by individual churches are
anticipated as well. AREC will serve
as coordinator and support any parish
desiring a retreat for its community
and the Director of Christian Educa-
tion will visit various communities
needing special attention.

CHRIST IN OUR DAILY LIFE: PREPARING FOR ADVENT

“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the
flesh [ live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal 2:19b, 20)

Retreat Leader: Fr. Paul Tarazi

Father Paul is a professor of Scriptures at St.
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary in
Crestwood, New York, and pastor of St. John
the Baptist Orthodox Church in Long Island,
New York. He has authored numerous
theological articles and three books - 1
Thessalonians: A Commentary, Galatians: A
Commentary, and Old Testament: An
Introduction (Vol. I).

Christians live between the two comings of
Christ. The Church through her prayer and liturgy
is constantly reminding the faithful to hold these
two comings in their perspective. Advent season
is no exception.

Advent is as much a season to prepare ourselves
to celebrate the salvation wrought for us by God
in Christ’s first coming as a season to prepare
ourselves to face Jesus at His second coming as
Lord of Lords and King of Kings .

In the interim period, between the two comings of
Christ, Christians are asked to live by faith in
Christ — “The life I now live in the flesh,” says St.
Paul, “I live by faith in the Son of God.”

The retreat will begin at 7:00 pm on Friday,
November 8, and will end at 1:00 pm after
Soorp Badarak on Sunday, November 10.

The fee for the retreat is $110.00 per person.
The fee includes ovemight accommodations
and meals at the La Salette Center.

What does faith in Christ really mean? What does
living by faith in Christ entail? What are the
ramifications of our faith in Christ with regard to
our neighbor? On the weekend of November
8-10, Fr. Paul Tarazi, the retreat master, will
tackle these and other important questions
relevant to our living the Christian life in three
exciting and thought provoking lectures:

1) Baptism as the foundation of our life in Christ
2) Eucharist as the sustenance of our life in Christ
3) The neighbor ~ our fellow human beings — as
the thermometer / measuring rod of our life in
Chist.

This retreat is limited to 30 people, on a first
come first served basis.

Please register by Monday,
October 28, 1991

For further information, call Dn. Shant
Kazanjian at 212/689-4481 during regular
business hours .

SPIRITUAL RETREAT SPONSORED BY AREC IN ATTLEBORO, MA

REGISTRATION FORM

O YES, please register me for the 1991
AREC Adult Retreat to be held at the La
Salette Center in Attleboro, MA, from
November 8-10, 1991. I have enclosed
$110.00 to help cover the cost for this retreat.

0 NO, I will not be able to attend this retreat,
but please inform me about other AREC
sponsored activities:

— Local Retreats

— Summer Religious Program

-- Other

Please make check payable 1o:

The Armenian Religious Education Council

A confirmation letter and a map will be sent
upon receipt of this form.

Clip and mail this form to:
Deacon Shant Kazanjian
¢/o The Armenian Prelacy
138 East 39th Street

New York, NY 10016
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“I can’t stop talking or thinking about it..."”’

The following article was sent to Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian by Lisa
Sinanian following the recent Deacon’s Seminar in Pennsylvania.

It’s been a week since I left and I can’t stop talking or thinking about it.

It was an experience I will always remember as I anxiously await for next
year’s Deacon’s Seminar.

It was my first year attending this program and it was a great way to start_
off the summer.

We became a family for one short week. We walked away with a lot of
knowledge, new friends, and tears in our eyes. From the moment I walked
in I felt comforted by the peaceful and friendly atmosphere. It was wonder-
ful to see such an enthusiastic group of young people who had travelled
from all parts of the country to get together and share in God’s love.

The days flew by rapidly as we followed an organized and well-planned
schedule for each and every day. We spent our days learning, praying, sing-
ing, and experiencing. We gleefully began to sing upon the raising of
Reverend Nerses’ hand. We practiced and learned our Armenian language
with our dedicated clergy: Reverends Khoren Habeshian, Nerses
Manougian, Mesrob Tashjian, Antranig Baljian, and Very Reverend
Anoushavan Tanielian.

We opened our ears and thoughts to the educational lectures and Bible
studies of Dr. Arsen, Hampartsoum Nazarian, Very Rev. Anoushavan
Tanielian, Rev. Father Antranig Baljian, and Deacon Shant Kazanjian.

We spent our free time by making new friends, swimming, playing,
relaxing and enjoying day trips. Friday was a delight for all of us as His
Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian joined us to share our last days
together.

On Sunday, church services meant a whole lot more since we had become
more familiar with what was going on. Most of the students participated
either in the choir or on the altar and the community was very pleased. I
have no doubts about continuing my studies and I encourage everyone to
share my experiences with me and the rest of the students in the coming
years.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian for his presence and help, Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian for do-
ing such a great job during the week, to the Prelacy and to all the churches
and supporters for making this possible; to all the clergy for their deduca-
tion and all of their teachings and to all the people who attended and made
it an enjoyable week.

May God help you in ali your future endeavors and give you long life and
the will to continue this program.

Train a child in the way be should go,
and when be is old be will not turn from it.
Proverbs 22:6
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Year-End Activities of Siamanto Academy

e - T -

1991 Siamanto Academy graduates, Christine Darakjian and Mirna
Haroutunian, flanked by students, alumni and lecturer, Mr. Haroutiun
Misserlian. Missing from photo is lecturer Dr. Herand Markarian who was in Armenia.

The Siamanto Academy, created by the Armenian National Education Com-
mittee (ANEC) to serve the educational needs of high school students
celebrated the 10th anniversary of its founding with special events,
culminating with graduation day.

Graduation Day 1991 proceeded in an atmosphere of intense pride as the
news of the accreditation renewal was announced. Three-years of college level
study of Armenian history, language and culture culminated in the graduation
of two high school students of the 9th graduating class: Christine Darakjian of
New Jersey and Mirna Haroutunian of New York. Their diplomas were
presented by faculty member, Mr. Haroutium Misserlian, lecturer in Arme-
nian history and by the Director of Siamanto Academy, Mrs. Hourig Papazian-
Sahagain. Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian and Dr. Herand Markarian, lec-
turers in Armenian church history and Armenian language and literature,
respectively, complete the permanent faculty. Representing the Siamanto
Academy Board, Mr. Zaven Varjabedian and representing the ANEC Board,
Ms. Karen Bedrosian, addressed the gathering of students, faculty, parents and
graduates, commending them for their extraordinary spirit of dedication to
Armenian cultural values.

The graduates then offered their farewell messages, often in moving terms,
eliciting smiles and tears from their classmates. Several alumni also expressed
their sentiments about the benefits that being a Siamanto Academy graduate
has had on their college and career-related lives.

Students eligible for admission to Siamanto Academy must have excellent
high school academic records. Admission requirements include graduation
from a one-day or daily Armenian school, verbal and writing skills in Arme-
nian and current attendance in good standing in a local high school. Classes
meet Saturday afternoons in St. Illuminator’s Cathedral and the Prelacy offices
in New York City.

The Fall semester catalogue listing includes university-level bilingual lec-
tures, regularly assigned homework, quizzes and exams in the following
courses: Armenian Ancient and Medieval History; Modern Armenian History;
and Armenian Civilization. Guests lecturers are invited to explore specialized
themes spanning the history of the Armenian global experience.

Armenian Cultural Month Bookfair
Sponsored by
The Armenian Prelacy Bookstore |

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church
461 Bergen Blvd., Ridgefield, New Jersey

Friday, October 18,1991, 8:00 pm -10:00 pm
Saturday, October 19, 1991, 10:00 am -10:00 pm
Sunday, October 20, 1991, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

A diverse selection of books about bistory, culture, literature, religion,
music, ari, language and cooking both in Armenian and English will be E
available. A selection of Armenian cassettes and records will also be
displayed. A special corner will be devoted children's books

"VERCHE HACHORTOV"

a Prelacy publication by Jirair Attarian, will be presented to the
public on Friday, October 18, 1991 at 8:00 pm. The book will be
reviewed by Hagop Garabentz. Following the program the author

will to autograph copies.

Public transportation from Port Authority in New York City, to Sis. Vartananiz Armenian
Apostolic Church is avatlable Friday and Saturday, Bus 4, leaving from plaiform 214, and bus
166 on Sunday, leaving from platform 212.




