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Archbishop Mesrob Ashjia

Attends Meetings

In Armenia for Establishment of Pan-Armenian Fund

His Holiness Catholicos Vazken and His Beatitude Patriarch Torkom surrounded by the
Prelates of the Dioceses of Armenia and the Diaspora.

The Patriarch of Jerusalem offered the Divine Liturgy on May 10 at the Etchmiadzin
Cathedral. His Holiness Catholicos of All Armenians presided. At his side are Archbishop
Jirayr Mardigian of Romania and Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of

America, recently returned from
meetings in Armenia for the establish-
ment of a worldwide fundraising cam-
paign for the Republic of Armenia, as
requested in a decree issued by Presi-
dent Levon Ter-Petrosyan on March 3.

Subsequent to the President’s decree,
His Holiness Vazken I, Catholicos of All
Armenians, and His Holiness Karekin II,
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia,
issued encyclicals endorsing the Presi-
dent’s appeal. Since the wish of the
Armenian government was to entrust
the implementation of this fund in the
Diaspora to the Armenian church, the
Primates of all the Dioceses throughout
the world were invited to meet in
Etchmiadzin starting May 10.

Catholicos Karekin was unable to at-
tend the opening session because of
emergency surgery, however he did
travel to Armenia one week later in
order to attend the Board of Trustees
meeting of the Armenian Fund.

The Dioceses within the Cilician See
were represented by the following
Prelates: Archbishop Ardag
Manoogian, Diocese of Teheran; Arch-
bishop Datev Sarkissian, Western
United States; Archbishop Mesrob Ash-
jlan, Eastern United States and Canada;
Archbishop Souren Kataroian, Diocese
of Aleppo; Archbishop Aram Ke-
shishian, Diocese of Lebanon.

The meetings began on Friday, May
10 with Catholicos Vazken presiding.
His Holiness introduced the subject and
then invited the Prime Minister of
Armenia, Mr. Gagig Haroutunian to
make a presentation about the urgent
need for an international fund.

(Continued on page 3)
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New Acolytes and Sub-Deacons Ordained

Who has the authority to be a
“Gatekeeper” to the church, read the
scriptures, light the candles in the
church and even perform exorcism?

The answers to all these questions
and more were provided on February
16 during the Saint Sarkis DPay
ceremonies at St. Sarkis Church in
Douglaston, New York. The ordination
ceremony, performed by Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian started when the
Pastor of the Church, Very Rev.
Anoushavan Tanielian, introduced
Thomas Thomasian, Levon
Bouldoukian, Michael Gostanian,
George and Hrayr Berberian, Edi
Shamlian, Michael Thomassian and
Ari Dirielian, as candidates for acolytes
to His Eminence.

In a ceremony full of symbolism, the
Archbishop cut strands of the acolytes’
hair in cross pattern, symbol of
removal of their worldly desires, and
gave them the opportunity to hold the
Psalmary. They were then bestowed
with the four degrees of acolyte:
Gatekeeper, Reader, Exorciser, Candle
lighter—by which were given the
authority to unlock the church doors,
to read the scriptures, to perform exor-
cism and to light the candles.

Four of the acolytes, Thomas Tho-
masian, Levon Bouldoukian, Michael
Gostanian and George Berberian were
bestowed with the higher authority to
wear a stole and read the gospel from
the altar.

When the acolytes were bestowed
with the authority to unlock. the

Archbishop Ashjian ordains acolytes and
sub-deacons in St. Sarkis Church,
Douglaston, New York.

church doors they were escorted to
the portals of the church to practice
and were returned to the altar to the
sounds of “Open the doors of Mercy”
hymn. Next they were given a
ceremonial broom as a symbol of the
authority to clean the holy grounds of
the church, and further ceremony
qualified them to perform exorcism.
Following the ordination of the
acolytes, His Eminence blessed the
veils of the female members of the
choir.
Edi Barsamian

National Association of Ladies’ Guilds
Presents Successful Regional Seminars

The Ladies Guild of Soorp Khatch
Armenian Church of Chevy Chase,
Marypland, hosted the NALG Mid-
Atlantic Regional Seminar on March 7.
Rev. Khoren_Habeshian,the guest lec-
turer, spoke on the Seven Sacraments
of the Armenian Church. Those pre-
sent gained valuable insight from Der
Hayr’s presentation of each sacrament
and his lucid answers to the many
questions from the participants. Seen
with Der Hayr is Yeretzkin Arpine
Shirikian, chairlady of the NALG, and
wife of Rev. Dr. Gorun Shrikian of
Michigan.

The NALG’s New England Regional Seminar was hosted by St. Gregory Church, North An-
dover, Massachusetts on April 4. The guest lecturer was Rev. Antranig Baljian who
presented an in-depth lesson on the Seven Sacraments of the Armenian Church. The photo
above shows members of the NALG executive together with all of the participants.
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Rev. Nerses Manoogian, pastor of St. Gregory’s Church in Philadelphia, with young
parishioner during Diarantaratch celebration.
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tion at this time.”

Musical Armenia Recital

The Musical Armenia recital, sponsored by the Prelacy Ladies
Guild,drew a standing-room-only audience to hear the brilliant talent
of Kevork Mardirossian on violin and Lee Phillips on piano in
Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall. The artists received critical acclaim
for their skill and sensitivity in their performance of works by
Handel, Prokofiev, Brahms, Gomidas, and Khatchadourian. Follow-
ing the performance, a reception took place at the Prelacy at which
time Archbishop Ashjian thanked the artists, describing their per-
formance as an “oasis in the political turmoil facing the Armenian na-
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Archbishop Ashjian Attends Meetings for Establishment of Armenia Fund

(Continued from page 1)

A statement issued by those attend-
ing on behalf of their respective
dioceses, stated that the Armenian
Church will bring her unconditional
and total aid and assistance in order to
implement the Armenian Fund project.

During Archbishop Ashjian’s short
stay in Armenia he met with President
Levon Ter Petrosyan, to whom he
presented a bronze statue, entitled
“Family,” by the well-known artist
Yevkine Yepremian de Greef. He also
met with Prime Minister Gagig Haru-
tunian, and the Minister of Culture,
Mr.H. Movses, with whom he discussed
Archbishop Ashjian with, left to right, Garbis the feasibility of an exhibition in
Titizian of Levon. HMEMW N.»mhﬁ.i WMM%M“N November 1993 in the Sorbonne Chapel
. . P WM“HMMMMMF o\.»»&w%“m?nnew .\wwa Mrm American in France OOE@BOHNAEW the 600th
Kevork Hovnanian, President Ter Petrospan and Archbishop Ashjian. University of Armenia. anniversary of the death of the last
King of Armenia, Levon V.

The Prelate, together with Mr. Ashot
Yessayan, Minister of Social Affairs and
Ms. Sona Hamalian, an administrator of
the American University of Yerevan,
visited the Nor Kharpet Center for Han-
dicapped and Retarded Children. The
Eastern Prelacy recently agreed to help
this institution on a regular basis and
during this visit Archbishop Ashjian
and administrators of the Center
discussed the immediate needs.

The Prelate gave interviews to
Azadamart Weekly and Sourp
Lousavoritch Weekly and also was in-
vited to briefly address a fundraising

Hagop Movses, Minister of Culture, and \»xn:?.wrcv

. i
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Parseghian, mother of the volunteer Yessaye
wounded in Shushi. A native of b_.n.m.__ﬁ.n_.ﬂ. Ashjian with representatives of the Mashdotz  with Archbishops Mesrob Ashjian
western Armenia, she currently resides in  nparengdaran, Surpazan presented a 14th century  and Datev Sarkissian.

Kosh, Armenia. manuscript to the Matenadaran. concert at the Opera House. He also met

with various Hamazkain leaders, Sos

2 e, ° ] . - Sarkisian, Rupen Hovsepian, Razmig
Visiting Wounded Soldiers in Armenian Hospitals Baynyet e S o

Archbishop Ashjian also met with
leaders of the Artsakh Compatriotic
Union and contributed $5,000 to help
care for the wounded children of Art-
sakh who are in various hospitals in
Yerevan. He also discussed ways to help
Artsakh, especially 40,000 children,
who are being protected and cared for
in order to insure the future of
Artsakh.

The Prelate received visits from the
leaders of the Armenian Church
Brotherhood who thanked him for the
Lada car which the Prelacy purchased
to help them in their preaching efforts
especially in the areas of Dashier,
Stepanavan, Kirovagan, and the Polnis-
Khachen area in the Georgian
Republic.

“Although it was sad to see the
deprivation of our people because of the
blockade and all of the shortages, it was
nevertheless uplifting to witness the
resolve of the people to endure all hard-
ships in order to ensure a brighter and
greater future,” the Archbishop said.

One of the happier moments during
his stay was the news about the suc-
cesses in Shushi. He and Archbishop
Datev Sarkissian visited the Research
Institute of Trauma and Orthopedics in
the Marash area of Yerevan, where
they met wounded volunteers from Jan
Hasan and Shushi. “It was especially
emotional for me to see these young
heroes prepared to sacrifice their lives
for the liberation of Artsakh. They
have changed the course of history and
made Armenia proud again,” he said.

From Armenia, Archbishop Ashjian
travelled directly to Dearborn,
Michigan, to preside over the Prelacy’s
National Representative Assembly,
which successfully concluded its week
long meetings on Friday, May 15.

Archbishop Datev Sarkissian joins Archbishop Ashjian in visiting wounded soldiers from
Karabagh who have been evacuated to hospitals in Armenia.

e

Visiting a seriously wounded soldier.

Armen

Ohanjanian
insists that the
visitors toast

~ for liberation. Full Report on NRA
In Next Issue

Hratch Khalladian who suffered minor wounds
is ready to return.



OUTREACH

PAGE 4

Utd GnltinGh 77-pn Swpkjhgp dtligmbugh ULy

owp. Lo 1-EG

pre bpugnd’ wblpofu Lwgusnatbp
huwpownnf Jhnkp bp SEnwenp wiyng
puruplls SEQ, 1778 Frupl, b pp
ghpbglubflh fpuy wy pp g pufon
Swrypp wpduwtngply wmckp bpo <b-
unbibwy b, .
«MnemG pGn phq, qbtiplhquwGhu
wwnl plGphpgnn, wnmp hG& (mpl
wquumpbwi Auwpklibwg hing
n Bd wbklignn...»

Uigus puonp wirsue b uupudbil phion
Surufls  Subqububophy  wp—
EE-\E-\S\HP»QEF ﬁr»\n. -W. -ﬁEAEM\ Q-o

-NENENE:me:hn

Tuniyuwuyh LEwntnmd
U. Mo pywph 3nipawpdwGhi

bilgbgulput  wpupnqn.fFlhubg
EPEN::\-M: hhﬁ.\ﬂuhﬁE#ENanﬁv
drquine prpp b
Ubhbgnibpayp ke Swpuca gl Uddt-
rlhlmyl  pugduflpe  bphppbbpne
wguummpup Updat Nogpfupp  gne=
nep eubyny
wiofpby Uppuguy Lwypp: Uupu’
Lbplusy Vs puaquingpbpne oo hg
yapebpnel  JEYY quliquqoplh
Jurrs gt Lbbbgnebpuyf Yk po=
Yows ot .,NEEM‘.:LQN..EN @E\EE*EA
Sopft. Buwpnifpet Ubnibbwh b
b ppoovissssss pogsaag fr s plyas yuigmeg g Spy-
ot ppsliney Vpeubbents, dbnpbphph
gbnbyglly Swqhbmquuly Jp,  gep
ghunkiqhigple Upduts Uoffuspl ymequsp=
Qesbify  wennprn fi: Q.EN:»\NEN \th.h
wine Q.Wtuz.:..m QN-ME:NEM: whaguf fp
by ngblnskyg Bwlwnnmlbhpn  gfrou—
rsalypr, il s puse Fmgm e
Lbpre wblps fume [Flosls Swdwp fryncead
s jpupifils, Sy Frpufnpp wbla
froc bl bp@ b, ke qupgabe
duwnnngg Qpyppy Fhpncp, Fnprdiypoy
b Lbbbguikpu gy wguonmpup Updnd
Voybefrsply gt prbibipmf Snske, np lfp
Swscsnnup, [h ERL wuop Moypufmp
mpf pppeps wleqeglelonp Qg
il fy by fune [Fowt Sunfup o fonf
syt pu ik pr:

me

:Fﬂﬂ:P»QEM\

NEN:mENhu AAnth.:.va

UjghimphtG dEGhgnitijwh
:EﬁSamf;n

M\:..WMTQN-N~ LEwopk ghkwing dwdp 12-
g fFhud g Ysbsts T -NE\*EENBJ.:\-
b -N\.INNN.N:P\NNE.\% ##A.N-:NENNEN -.NENuI
N:Fhmﬂtv FE\ENN\-N Ee FWW#E.\ buig—
dFhprne whgufubp %o.%ﬁ. Q%HPHFEH\:
Q.:rN-ES NNMS\..EH\: $-. QS\E\NEE
MEF\-#%EN% b ﬁEh\wN \NE.NENKNEM\\-
putipu puifus pualprls  wi yglpme [Fhl Sp
wrLuL -va\wmhr\qﬁh.\\u fpus pruss frlisuasy v
Ywpnpinay Pk Upp Lpgpriipl, np
Uppugquys bop phgniiikg Upphugpru—
qkg \N.EAN\ihu Rrhx\u 45
fes yply bty SNNPQ.N ENMEENN.QhrthH
hvwswﬁ\uﬂ .\EE%EE&%E bhfF Egquae
buyp funmnmgue fop bou of punfinky,
npybugl  mwlp Bl #\:._.NN-:E |73
Yot pblssnhs v
G.EﬁE.m.Et\- RN.M“ @EﬁS\-FENh ENH\F
AH*&PHEENNEN Spbe b b Phpd lpnybp
by Sk Lwbuts T Losprposgbon pls
b AE.\ *EN:.-@%N Sk

Uy wnfpe, Qwpnploapl bnckp
L.hu np -NNMEEAN:ESEI
puhnc fd bl L N%%AI\-H vy nrwd

ol

AEEEEEHF\-N

SE\NPWQEF

AES\NNu

A wreath is placed at the Simon Bolivar monument in Venezuela. With Surpazan is
Very Rev. Vahan Berberian, pastor of the Armenian Church in Caracus.

Visiting the Cardinal of Venezuela.
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A group of Armenian refugees from Iraq
who have recently settled in Caracus.
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Our Language

by Hamo Sahian
translated by

Diana Der-Hovanessian

Our language is our conscience,
our compassion.

It is our table’s holy bread.

It is the just voice of our spirit;

flavoring every thought that’s
said.

Our language is the warmth of
the household;

outside it is our ballast and
our weight.

It decides a nation’s style and
ego

who we are and what we say.

Our language flowers in the
bloods’ flow

but is more precious than the
flow,

coloring how we see and where
we go.

It will be our first and last
love.

What more in this world is so
much ours;

what else belongs to us alone?



