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EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is the text of Archbishop Ashjian’s message to the National Representative
Assembly. An English translation begins on page 6.
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The annual National Representative
Assembly of the Eastern Prelacy of the
United States and Canada convened in
Michigan, May 12 to 16, under the
presidency of the Prelate, Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian and with the par-
ticipation of 20 clergy and 82 lay
delegates.

The host church was St. Stephen’s of
Dearborn, Michigan, whose pastor,
Rev. Dr. Gorun Shirikian welcomed
the assembled delegates on behalf of
the community—a community which
had spent many weeks in preparation
to host the NRA.

The five days of meetings included
the annual clergy conference with
several lectures; the joint convention of
lay and religious delegates with
several panel discussions; the annual
conference of the National Association
of Ladies’ Guilds, and the closing ban-
quet Friday evening during which
time the Unknown Soldier of Artsakh
was declared as the Prelacy’s Man of
the Year.

Clergy Conference

The clergy conference was first to
convene with the election of Very Rev.
Shahe Panossian as chairman and Rev.
Khatchig Mgrdichian as secretary. Lec-
tures were presented by Rev. Nerses
Manoogian, Rev. Dr. Mesrob Tashjian,
and Very Rev. Shahe Panossian on
various aspects of serving the com-
munity in the United States, as well as
the issue of infant death prior to
baptism.

Combined Assembly

The joint clergy and lay assemblies
began their deliberations on May 15
with the opening prayer delivered by
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian.

A telegram from His Holiness
Karekin II expressed words of en-
couragement and congratulations to all

of the assembled delegates and con-
veyed his good wishes for a productive

assembly.
Elected to serve on the executive

were Colonel Harry Sachaklian, chair-
man; Mr. Haroutune Shitilian, vice
chairman; and secretaries, Very Rev.
Shahe Panossian and Rev. Antranig
Baljian.

Attending the NRA as guests and
observers were Mr. Harry Terzian,
representing the Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church (Etchmiadzin See); Mrs.
Angele Manougian representing the
Armenian Relief Society of the Eastern
United States; and Mrs. Seta Sevagian
representing the A.R.S. of Canada.
Chairman’s Message

Nerses Chitjian, chairman of the
Prelacy’s Executive Council, addressed
the convention with words of
welcome and special appreciation to St.
Sarkis Church, its Pastor, and Board of
Trustees and “all those who have
taken part in the preparations to make
our stay memorable and enjoyable.
We come together to exchange ideas

(Continued on page 2)
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and to set the course for the coming
year for our Prelacy. But before we
undertake to start on our most impor-
tant agenda, it occurs to me that this is
a good time to stop and reflect.”

Mr. Chitjian described the Arme-
nians’ immigrant heritage and paid
homage to the United States and
Canada for “giving us the freedom to’
keep our culture, our language, our
church and our nation alive... But
along with our accomplishments,
along with our freedoms, come
responsibilities. The responsibilities of
being a Canadian or a U.S. citizen. The
responsibility of getting involved in
the political process and having our
voice heard in the state legislatures,
the courts, Parliament, Congress,
United Nations, and the White House.”

Mr. Chitjian spoke about our duty to
help Armenia in all aspects. “We can-
not do it all ourselves,” he said, “but
we can influence our governments to
help, to send aid, and to take positions
that will ensure a free and democratic
Armenia.

Mr. Chitjian spoke at length about
the valuable work accomplished by
the Prelacy in advancing the mission
of the Church. “It is our duty to give it
support, both spiritually and financial-
ly. Only when each parish church con-
tributes its fair share can the Prelacy
remain strong. Your support and
assistance will allow the Prelacy to
maintain the high level of service our
Church deserves.”

Prelate’s Message

In an impassionated address to the
delegates, Archbishop Ashjian touch-
ed upon many subjects. Having just
returned from Armenia where he at-
tended the meeting of heads of Arme-
nian dioceses worldwide called by His
Holiness Vazken I at the request of
President Levon Der Bedrosian. His
Eminence spoke at length about the
obligations the Diaspora has towards
the Homeland.

“Our mothers and fathers,” he said
“those who saw Deir Zor, those who
witnessed the massacres and survived,
those who fought and saw the first in-
dependent republic of 1918, those who
suffered for 70 years under communist
rule, and who gave to all of. us the
dream of a free and independent na-
tion, are today in the midst of a new
era.”

The Prelate spoke of how we all
shared in the dream, but how as time
went by our dream began to fade and
suddenly *and miraculously freedom
became reality. “But,” he said, “how
ironic that we were unprepared for
that which we dreamt of for 70 years!”

The Archbishop reiterated several
times that our Homeland needs our
help and he declared that “every
Armenian who lives on the land is a
hero. I have no doubts about that and
no doubts that it is our duty to support
our independent Homeland which has
yet to recover from the 1988 earth-
quake and is suffering further because
of the blockade by Azerbaijan.”

The Prelate spoke about the tremen-
dous growth of the Canadian com-
munity and described the vast poten-
tial in many parts of Canada where the
Armenian population is growing

rapidly in areas other than Montreal,
Toronto, Vancouver, and Cambridge.

:mﬁm&&bm about the unity of the
church in the United States, I am sure a
natural dquestion comes to your mind:
Just where are we in the question of
church unity? At this time I would
like to share with you some of my
thoughts, especially since during the
previous Assembly I had not given my
thoughts on this issue causing
criticism from some individuals and
groups. It is true that I had not express-
ed my opinion, primarily because
there was nothing new to speak about,
and because I believe most sincerely
that sometimes it is best to remain
silent. I am not afraid or ashamed to
tell you that I prefer to remain silent
when there is nothing to say, rather
than to constantly reiterate and declare
that I want unity, that I want one
diocese. Words are meaningless; deeds
are important.”

The Archbishop continued: “I for
one would not on the one hand pro-
claim my dedication to unity and on
the other hand forbid a Bishop from
the Near East to preach in a so-called
‘Cilician ’ Church!

“I for one would not on the one hand
cry out for unity and on the other
hand forbid the Bishop of Artsakh,
during a visit to the United States for
fundraising, to enter a ‘Cilician’
Church or else the doors of the ‘Etch-
miadzin’ Churches would be closed to
him!

“No, my dear faithful people, these
types of decrees do not encourage
unity; they kill unity.”

The Archbishop cited "a story
printed in the New York Times where
for economic reasons Jews and
Catholics were using the same struc-
ture as their house of worship. It is
time for us to ask, he said, “Where are
we? Where is our Armenijanism?
Where is the spirit of church unity?
Where is the one nation? The one
church? Where is our Christian love
and brotherhood? The love described
by St. Paul: The love that endures, the
love that is never rude, the love that is
never selfish, the love that has no limit
to its faith, its hope, its endurance.
Especially during these critical days
when our homeland faces a difficult
future, when its borders are threaten-
ed, when the population is suffering,
what conscience allows us to close our
hearts to each other?”

The Archbishop concluded this por-
tion of his comments with: “I extend
my hand publicly to my brothers
Bishops Khajag and Hovnan and ask
that we show our people through our
deeds that we are one and that we can
work together. Let us start immediate-
ly in an united effort to help Armenia.
The Prelate concluded his remarks
with additional observations during
his recent trip to Armenia about the
general situation and about the Pan
Armenian Fund which is being
organized.

Reports

The reports of the executive council,
the religious council, the Armenian
Religious Education Council and the
Armenian National Education Council
were presented, as were the various
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Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian with members of the National Association of Ladies Guilds.

reports related to finance and budget.

Following the report of the unity
committee and ensuing discussion the
following resolution was adopted:

““The National Representative
Assembly, upon hearing the report of
the Executive Council regarding the
year long activities for re-establishing
the administrative diocesan unity of
our church,

“Bearing in mind the historic events
that are taking place in Armenian life,
in particular, the re-establishment of
the independent Republic of Armenia,
the heroic emancipation struggle in
Artsakh, the noble example of
cooperation by the two vehapars,
which have a pivotal significance for
the entire Armenian nation,

““The National Representative
Assembly, especially in the light of the
above, reaffirms its commitment to
recreate the administrative unity of
our church. However, to make this
much desired unity a reality, we once
again stress the vital necessity for
cooperation as a condition for unity,
especially since, in the months ahead,
occasions will arise for cooperation
which will give the best proof of
mutual respect, sincerity and good
will.

“Although encouraged by the initial
cooperative steps that have been taken
in the areas of religious and Armenian
education which should be expanded
and continued, we are hopeful that in
the near future, the spirit of coopera-
tion will extend to the liturgical
ceremonial realm.

““The National Representative
Assembly, after lengthy deliberation,
directs the Executive Council to con-
tinue discussions and negotiations until
all such activities reach their logical
and positive end.”

Following the election of religious
and lay members to the executive
council the meetings concluded.
Elected to serve on the auding
committee were Bedros Givelekian,
Ed Kerbeykian, and Edward Dom-
balagian.

Elected to serve with the Executive
Council were Very Rev. Khajag
Hagopian, Nazaret Emlikian, Harry
Dombalagian, and Onnic Marashian.
NALG Convenes

Concurrent with the NRA was the
annual convention of the National
Association of Ladies Guilds with the
participation of 25 delegates. Elected to
serve as chairwoman was Mrs. Betty
Sadjian and as secretary Mrs. Margaret
Dardarian. The NALG’s meeting was
opened by His Eminence Archbishop
Ashjian and words of welcome from
the pastor of the host church, Rev. Dr.
Gorun Shrikian. Rev. Shrikian also
delivered a lecture to the group about
“The Right to Die” issue.

Elected to serve as executive
members during the coming year was
Yeretzkin Arpine Shrikian, Mrs. Betty
Sadjian, and Grace Baghdassarian. The

executive positions will be filled as
follows: Chairwoman, Yeretzgin
Arpine Shrikian; Vice Chairwoman,
Alice Chakmakjian; treasurer, Agnes

Bianco; secretary, Grace Baghdas-
sarian; publicity, Betty Sadjian.
Closing Banguet

The closing bandquet took place
Friday evening in St. Sarkis Church
hall with 325 in attendance.

Receiving Certificates of Merit were
Yeretzgin Arpine Shrikian, Mr. and
Mrs. Karl and Emma Sogoian, and Mr.
Onnig Khachigian.

Taline Vartan, the talented 11-year
old daughter of John and Tamar
Vartan, presented a piano recital
including the works of Beethoven,
Chopin, and Evelyn Sharpe.

Concluding the evening was the
announcement that the Unknown
Soldier of Artsakh had been selected as
the Prelacy’s Man of the Year.

Presenting the Man of the Year to the
audience, Archbishop Ashjian said:

“The man of the year award is
usually given to somebody, someone
for his achievements, his heroism, or
his great deeds rendered to humnanity.
But this year the man of the year is not
a person with a name or a face. We do
not know the person. He is the
unknown soldier of Artsakh.”

His Eminence went on to describe
the events which began in February
1988 and the first TV coverage of
the Azadoutian Hrabarag in Yerevan.
“We were very enthusiastic when we
saw a piece of the tricolor on the
screen,” he said. “Is it the tricolor we
wondered? Is the third color orange or
red? It was such a moment for us to see
the thousands upon thousands
—nearly 1 million people —who were
shouting Miatzoum and it was the first
time that the tricolor was flying in
Armenia since 1921. . . It changed our
lives, our attitudes changed, our
personalities changed as individuals
and as a nation. If the history of the
Diaspora is written tomorrow surely it
will be divided ‘before Karabagh 1988
and after.” ”

The Archbishop described his visit
to a hospital in Yerevan where he and
Archbishop Datev Sarkissian went to
see wounded soldiers as both sad and
joyful. “It was an amazing encounter.
We were there to console them, to
pray for them, but they encouraged us
and told us to go and tell their
brethren in the Diaspora that they are
ready to defend our homeland.”

Archbishop Ashjian then
announced that while he was in
Etchmiadzin he asked Vazken
Vehapar to order a special Khatchkar
inscribed with Artsakhi andzanot
zinvorin (To the unknown soldier of
Artsakh) which the Prelacy will
present to the St. Sarkis Church
Community.

The evening’s program came to a
conclusion with the closing prayer and
the singing of Giligia. m
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Hagop Barsoumian whose Montvale, New
Jersey based firm, International Stamp Co.,
has been designated as the Armenian
Republic’s official philatelic agent
presented Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian a set
i, RO of the new stamps on its day of issue, May
P o 2= 28, 1992,
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Republic of Armenia Issues First Stamps

The Ministry of Posts and Communications of the newly-independent Republic
of Armenia issued its first set of stamps on May 28, 1992. The set consists of three
values featuring a common design—a tricolor stripe stretching diagonally over
Mount Ararat.

Issued concurrently with these stamps are a limited number of Souvenir Sheets
and First Day Covers. The Souvenir Sheet depicts an eagle in flight over Mount
Ararat, with the eagle’s outstretched wings reflecting the three colors of
Armenia’s national flag.

The three stamps of this first issue represent 0.20, 2.00 and 5.00 units of the
new Armenian currency. Only 100,000 three-stamp sets have been printed;
20,000 of these are being used for First Day Covers. An additional 20,000
Souvenir Sheets have also been printed.

The stamps were designed by the noted Armenian artist Harutiun Samuelian
and were printed by the “House of Questa” of London, England. Harutiun
Samuelian, 45 years old, is a graduate of Yerevan State University with a Master
of Science degree in Physics. His career has included positions at the Institute of
Physical Research in Yerevan as well as a wide spectrum of artistic endeavors.
His work has included book and magazine illustrations and design, cartoons,
emblems and other aspects of graphic art. His work has been exhibited frequent-
ly in Armenia, other Commonwealth republics and several foreign countries.
Mr. Samuelian’s entry won the competition held to select the design of the
Republic of Armenia’s first stamp issue.

The Republic of Armenia has appointed as its official philatelic agent
worldwide the International Stamp Co. of Montvale, New Jersey, a major
American stamp dealership. The company’s president, Mr. Hagop Barsoumian,
has been an active stamp collector and dealer for over 30 years. He is a graduate
of the A.G.B.U. Melkonian Institute in Cyprus and the American University of
Beirut in Lebanon witha Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration. He is an
authority on Armenian philately and has been a life-long supporter of Armenian
organizations and causes. This dedication was instrumental in his company’s
selection over other philatelic establishments who are larger and better-known.

Mr. Barsoumian views his involvement with the Republic of Armenia as an op-
portunity to serve his homeland. His purpose is to enhance Armenia’s philatelic
reputation in order to bring badly-needed revenue to the new Republic. He is
having Armenia’s stamps printed at his own expense and providing Armenia
with the bulk of them cost-free. The remainder will be sold by Mr. Barsoumnian’s
company to dealers and collectors worldwide. All income, less expenses, will be
donated to Armenia’s Ministry of Posts and Communications. Mr. Barsoumian is
also serving as an unpaid consultant to the stamp committee of this Ministry.

Those interested in acquiring stamp sets, First Day Covers or Souvenir Sheets
of this historic issue may contact: International Stamp Co., P.O. Box 159, Mont-
vale, New Jersey 07645. The firm’s telephone number is: (201) 391-6429.

Archbishop Ashjian Congratulates Armenian
Society of New York on New Center

Archbishop
Ashjian presents
Encyclical from
His Holiness
Karekin II to
Varoujan
Harutunian
during the
opening of the
Armenian Society
of New York’s
new Center on
April 12. Seated
on left is Hirair
Hovnanian,
chairman of the
Board of Trustees
of the Armenian
Assembly.

OUR TUNPLURAPU LRD

‘Ut Bopph Qwing Uhmphi
Vuw

Bwnqny wqquihGGun,

©Pm wimkp np Junbdh pwphjudh dp fingEfwpuquumpetiudp npemGulp dtp Gomwikpn
YuGwnpnmGh pwgmup, W upnnwghlu Junpbbip, np wiju Gnp YEGwpnip nwnGwy wqquhG-
Vowlympwihi pnmb qnpdmbGtmptwG phhpwl W AwlnpuwGu) wqqughi dhwubwwimptwub jmuk
hwnnus

Twbop WGp &bp wwphpm Jwuwwyhi: RungnopkG Yp jhokGp wlnGp' npnlp pwnwumb
b wibjh wwphGap wnws, Ahdpp BphG Ppwlwhwg Uhmpbwb, Guuwwl mGhbGugny Jkjunbnly
PrwGwhwy qunmpeh winudGlpp, vuwnwp AuwGnhuwbu) PpuGh Awy nypngipmG, W wunfiwvwpuay
odwlnwyly Ynppulywl qnpdhlG: Ppwlwhwy Upmphibp walfwgG, bpplip y'mqbg wwhiiwluuympy
Awpifwlgulhwl vhmphwi Jdp Ghin wwupmbGuwlyhG dks: LGnAwjwunwlyG, vhmpmip Enua
fudwhwyuulpwt hp mwgpny, gnpdpny, GwhwdbnGmphGitmy b wpnpGeny:

Unopp, 1wpqulp b ukp jhpwwwlyhG winbg' npnGp ywG, qmdkghG W wlgwG:

GGwhwwnmubp b oGnphunnpwubp dkgh, np Yupnnugwp Ul Boapphl wwu phpm wigu
Yunnigp dkswbn phphy, Awjunwl winbuwlwt W w'y Yupgh ndmwpmptwtg:

Zpdw nmp wwwpuwuwn kp hpplt U Gropph Qwng UhmphG &b'p  dwubwlygmphibp
pliplym ny ThwyG opswiGh Awy YhwGph Awpuwnuglwl b @njuwgdwi, wyp wil G Wu- npnyfAtnty
ptiL wwpwqubpm pipmdmy ugibiie PpuGwhuwg UhmpmG skp Ymymbp- wy' Um Gapph 2wgng
UhmphG, pwyg stp wy Yphwup vwhifwGuhwymhy op Gapph dkp: Qinunnn finphgnGiipm whwp
t Guihp, npnyftintic wylnbiny bt UquwnG QwjwuunwG, dhp AugptGhpp: By dtp AugpkGhpp hp
wquwimphGt wpdwwwinpgpm B whnbuwwbuy qopwlwym Awdwp YwphpG mGh hp pmnp
quuuyGlpmb pwpmwlub pt Gmpwyui odwblnwlymptwG-

VGYwlumphbp tipwq tp- Ahdwe hpwulmpemG t: UGhwlumpehiGp bp qhGp mGh, W dGp
whwnh YGupklp wm qhlip:

Pnpn'pu AwgplGhph pwpopmptws Awdwp, winp wlwhuwlwt fqopwGphi Aunlwp, whnp
Gunwaquiemvhi fiwdwp- wu wyhwh piwy daEp poophl GouwGwpwp:

U/iu nghm] wy pwph bpp Yp dwnpkGe dkqh W

Up JGwlp wnopwpwp

Utupny Unpptyhulmynue  UpEkwb
Unwglnnm

Anooshig Vartan

Winners Announced
The 16th annual raffle of the Prelacy

Recently I read somewhere about
“four wheel Christians.” These are the
people who are taken to church in a
car to be baptised; they drive to
church to get married, and finally they
are taken to church for the last time by
the undertakers.

It reminded me of a neighbor who
used to tell us he did not need to go to
church because he could pray as well
and as devoutly at home. He was bitter
towards the church because, he main-
tained, the church was powerless to
stop the massacre of his family and
countrymen who were all (as he put it)
“church attenders.” I am not sure how
well he knew the church’s history, its
policy or the method of its function to
arrive at such a conclusion. He simply
had not understood the basics of Chris-
tian faith. It seems to me he was one of
those people who blame God for their
misfortunes, natural disasters and
their own mistakes.

True there are ‘millions of lip-
Christians but there are also other
millions who consider it their right to
study, to attend church services, and
to the best of their ability, practice the
Christian principles of love, tolerance
and charity.

Sometimes we feel bitter, but bit-

terness poisons the mind, eventually
the body and soul. Thus the victimized
becomes the loser. What our neighbor
had said about the massacre was true.
The churchmen were also tortured
and killed just like their parishioners.
But killings are still going on. At this
very moment somewhere in the
world—one may safely say in many
corners of this planet—children, men
and women are persecuted and killed.
Why? Is it God’s will? Is any church
able to stop them? The mass
murderers, Christian or not, are quick
to justify their acts. But truth prevails.
We are assured of this in the New
Testament “Whatever is now covered
up will be uncovered, and every secret
will be made known.” (Matt. 10:26).

I am unable to resist the temptation
to cite the “almighty” Stalin’s past and
present infamy. More than seventy-
five-years ago, religion was considered
to be “opium for the masses,” and for
decades those who remained faithful
to the church were persecuted. Truth
did prevail!

There have been times when I have
not been able to attend church month
after month for reasons different than
those of our neighbor. Occasionally
while I prayed or read prayers for my

ailing mother I remembered him and
what he said. Other times, however,
when I was in the church something
would stir my whole being. Could it be
the adorned altar, the music, the ar-
chitecture, the paintings of the
crucifixtion and the resurrection? Or a
combination of all these? It is hard
to say.

Last Sunday for some unknown
reason I felt exalted. Amidst the clouds
of incense listening to the hymns of
the Eucharist and looking at the peo-
ple’s faces, I felt I was taken back more
than a thousand years in time, stand-
ing in an old cathedral in Armenia
where my people chanted the same
hymns, read the same prayers, cried
and rejoiced together. They managed
to keep the flame of faith burning in
spite of all the hardship. Christianity is
a way of life, and the beacon inviting
us to perpetual peace in that life is
our church.

Anooshig Vartan, pray at home if
you must, but please, don’t be a “four-
wheel Christian.” Come to church to
be in communion with God. Come to
find solace with your fellow Arme-
nians and

Your loving
Eugenie Horkoor

was drawn on Friday, May 15, 1992,
during the National Representative
Assembly banquet which took place at
the Armenian Center of Dearborn,
Michigan.

A total of 937 tickets were sold. The
following were the lucky winners:

First Prize ($10,000.): Zohrab Sarkis-
sian of Canada with ticket number
0905. Second Prize ($5,000): Bryan
Talanian of Massachusetts with ticket
number 1838; Third Prize ($3,000)
Mark Minoogian of Florida with ticket
number 1420; Fourth Prize ($2,000)
Hagop and Sosy Kadian of New Jersey
with ticket number 1126; Fifth Prize
($1,000), Mrs. H.F. Gulamerian of New
York with ticket number 1789.

We congratulate the winners as well
as all those who participated in the
Prelacy raffle, since we consider them
all winners because they took part in
the Prelacy renovation program and
helped the Prelacy in its Christian and
Armenian education programs.

We would also like to thank all the
regional representatives, churches and
local representatives who helped us to
have a successful raffle. Special thanks
to St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic
Church community of Dearborn,
Michigan for its support and
wholehearted cooperation.
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Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian’s Message to the National Assembly

In the name of His Holiness Karekin II,
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia,
and on behalf of our faithful people, I
greet you as we prepare to meet once
again as delegates to the National
Representative Assembly to examine the
past year and to prepare the foundation
for the coming year in our service to our,
beloved church and nation.

Our opening words are directed to our
Creator, to Whom we give our deep and
sincere thanks for the life He has given to
us, for the realization of the goals we en-
visioned and accomplished, and even for
the weaknesses which are ours. God
knows that we have always looked
toward the highest ideals and pursued
the noblest deeds for the advancement
and glory of our church.

To what extent we have succeeded the
Lord Himself knows. You are the judge
today, but the final judgement is His.

My second words are directed to our
host community, the St. Sarkis Church of
the greater Detroit area, the pastor, the
Board of Trustees, Reception Comimittee
and all of the parishioners who, once
again as they did in 1986, extend their
warm hospitality to us, and manage to
transform work into pleasure.

This year St. Sarkis community is
celebrating the 30th anniversary of the
consecration of its church. Of course
there was a St. Sarkis community for
many more years than 30. Our communi-
ty in Detroit experienced internal tur-
moil during the 1930s, became exiled,
then became a tenant, and finally in 1962
this beautiful structure was erected
which today brings great honor to our
diocese. Truly, the Armenian communi-
ty of Detroit is always on the top of the
list whenever our people are in need,
whenever a brotherly helping hand is
needed, even during these troubled
economic times. The latest testimony to
this fact was witnessed within the last
several months. During the New Year
holiday season when we issued our ap-
peal for Armenia, the Detroit community
was number one on the list collecting
$17,000 more than the second place com-
munity. A short while later when a
freedom fighter from Artsakh was in the
United States, this community once more
opened its heart and its purse and again
was number one on the list. I con-
gratulate this vibrant community and
fervently hope and pray for its continued
growth as it continues in its mission of
serving church and nation.

My dear delegates,

Of courserjou have received the annual
reports prepared by the religious and ex-
ecutive councils, along with the other
reports and detailed financial statements.
Within these pages is our work and, in-
deed, our life for the past year. Therefore,
I will not dwell on these matters. My
words at this time are words of welcome
and some thoughts about the previous
year and more importantly about the
future.

Permit me to note at the outset that if
on a diocesan level it was a usual year, on
a national level it was far from usual. Last
September 21st the Armenian people
unanimously chose the path of freedom
and independence. Less than a month
later the Armenian people elected its first
president in the person of Levon Ter
Petrosyan.

After an interval of more than 2%
years, I went to Armenia, from where I
have just returned, where I participated
in the preliminary meetings for the for-
mation of a Pan-Armenian Fund.

In what was once Lenin Square and
now Republic Square, our government
buildings all fly the tricolor flag. Our na-
tional anthem, Mer Hairenik, is heard
everywhere. And, as you know,
Armenia has adopted the seal of the first
Republic of 1918. Within a short time
Armenia will have its own curren-
cy—teram. Is this not extraordinary and
miraculous? Have not our lives been
changed forever?

Our forefathers—those who witnessed
Deir Zor and the massacres, and sur-
vived, those who witnessed the 1918 in-
dependent Republic, saw it taken
away—lived the past 70 years under the
captivity of the communist regime, yet
transmitted to us the dream of a free
Armenia. But, that dream was delayed
and our faith began to waiver. Then
miraculously the dream was realized.
How ironical that we were so un-
prepared for the very thing that we
dreamt of for more than 70 years! We
were not prepared to foresee how the
communist world would crumble, after
taking 40 million lives and bringing
hardship to the entire world. Glory to
God that the Soviet Union died and to-
day Armenia is on its journey of in-
dependence and self-determination.

In the name of our diocese and all of
the faithful, I bless the independent
Republic of Armenia and its people. 1
pray that Armenia will become a
paradise bringing a new and magnificent
era to the children of Haig.

But, at this moment our Homeland is
in desperate need of help. Every Arme-
nian living on that soil is a hero, of that I
have no doubts. It is our duty to bind
our hearts and souls with the Homeland
and contribute our share to the life of
the nation, especially because the fledg-
ling nation still needs to solve the prob-
lems caused by the 1988 earthquake
which left thousands homeless, the hun-
dreds of thousands of refugees from
Azerbaijan, the economic and moral col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, and the strug-
gle for self-determination by the people
of Artskah. I will have the opportunity
to elaborate on this matter later. For
now, it is my wish that we look to
Armenia with a unified spirit. OUR
Homeland. OURS! Let us regard her as
our own and with all of our creativity
help her, thereby helping ourselves and
our children, preparing for them a
united, free, independent and pros-
perous Armenia.

Aside from the unprecedented events
in Armenia, our life within our diocese
progressed peacefully. To the best of our
ability we visited our communities, and
attempted to be of help to them in mat-
ters pertaining to religion, rituals,
education, and cultural life. We are hap-
py to report that thanks primarily to
newly appointed pastors, enthusiastic
and vivacious life has gripped the com-
munities of St. Gregory in Philadelphia,
Sts. Vartanantz in New Jersey, and St.
Sarkis in Douglaston. Within a short
time Deacon Markar Kassabian will be
ordained and will be assigned to serve
St. Gregory Church in Granite City. Un-
fortunately the communities of St.
Gregory of Vancouver and St. Gregory of
Fort Lauderdale, still remain without a
pastor. Visiting pastors service our
parishes of St. Paul in Waukegan, Holy
Cross in Ohio, and Louisiana.

We experienced a number of dif
ficulties with the Boards of Trustees of
St. luminator, New York; St. Hagop,
Racine; and St. Stephen in New Britain,
and we hope all of the questions will be
solved in an amicable and just manner.
The community in Atlanta which has
been trying to remain united for many
years, has yet to receive satisfaction.
Atlanta is not alone. If we are successful
in our endeavors to preserve a united
community with one church in Atlanta,
then the road will be opened for other
small communties to do likewise.

There was no new church construc-
tion this past year. A number of our
churches were renovated, a new altar
was erected for our churches in Indian Or-
chard and Cambridge (Canada) and there
are plans for new church structures for
Washington, D.C., and Granite City.

On the other hand, the Canadian com-
munity gives us much to think about and
to consider. As we said at last year’s
Assembly, it is with great pleasure that
we follow the tremendous growth of our

Canadian community. Fifteen years ago
when we assumed our position as Prelate
only the Montreal St. Hagop Church was
in existence. With the passing of each
year our Canadian community grew by
leaps and bounds. Today, we have four
Canadian churches which bring pride
and honor to our diocese, numerous
organization and schools with more than
2,500 students. However, if Montreal,
Cambridge, Toronto, and Vancouver are
vibrant communities with their beautiful
churches and accompanying structures,
on the other hand the communities of
Laval, St. Catherine, Hamilton, Windsor,
Edmonton, Calgary are without spiritual
leadership and it is not always
convenient, nor satisfactory, to ad-
minister the needs of these communities
by visiting pastors.

Therefore, realizing the growing needs
of the Canadian community, we have
decided to assign a vicar-general who will
be able to follow closely the religious and
national life of the community and can
provide us with thorough and complete
reports, Furthermore, in order to put our
recommendations on a stronger founda-
tion, we have decided that beginning
with the coming year to meet periodical-
ly with the area clergy, boards of trustees,
and delegates so that there will be ample
opportunity for mutual dialogue. We
promise that the new executive council
will act on this proposal immediately.

Before concluding my comments on
our parishes, I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank our pastors and
boards of trustees for their work during
the past year. However, I would like to
remind our parishes that we expect their
efforts to become more practical, sincere,
and straight-forward. Furthermore, we ex-
pect the parishes to follow the directives
of the Prelacy in a complete and timely
fashion. Our churches are not islands
onto themselves; they are not indepen-
dent, but rather a part of a greater struc-
ture and must work within the rules and
regulations of that’ structure. Without
doubt, it is only through the sincere ef-
forts of all of our parishes that an effective
Prelacy can be maintained. And quite
openly and simply I ask you: Just what is
your understanding of a National
Prelacy? An office of one or two
employees, performing in a predictable
and ritualistic manner? Or a central
organization which contemplates,
foresees, plans, and brings to completion
farsighted master plans for the well-being
of the entire church community? If you
want a strong National Prelacy, if you
want to remain a diocese, you must know
that it is the sum of the total which will
keep the Prelacy relevant and produc-
tive. Or we can bid farewell to our con-
stitutional structure and return to our
former weak existence. Let our motto be
to maintain a healthy and vivacious Na-
tional Prelacy which in turn will in-
vigorate our communities through its
directives.

Dear Delegates,

In light of these statements, I am sure a
natural question comes to your mind:
Just where are we in the question of ad-
ministrative church unity in the United
States? It is true that there is a section in
the Executive Council’s report on this
matter and the question is on our agenda.
But, please give me the opportunity at
this time to share with you some of my
thoughts, especially since during the
previous Assembly I had not given my
thoughts on this issue which subsequent-
ly caused criticism from some individuals
and groups. It is true that I had not ex-
pressed my opinion, primarily because
there was nothing new to speak about,
and because I believe most sincerely that
sometimes it is best to remain silent. I am
not afraid nor ashamed to tell you that I
prefer to remain silent when there is
nothing to say, rather than to constantly
publicly reiterate and rhetorically declare

that I want unity, that I want one diocese.
Words are meaningless; deeds are
important.

I for one would not on the one hand
proclaim my dedication to unity and on
the other hand forbid a Bishop from the
Near East to preach in a so-called “Cili-
cian” Church.

I for one would not on the one hand cry
out for unity and on the other hand for-
bid the Bishop of Artsakh, during a visit
to the United States for fundraising, to
enter a so-called “Cilician” Church or else
the doors of the Etchmiadzin Churches
would be closed to him!

No, my dear faithful people, these types
of decrees do not encourage unity; they
kill unity.

The New York Times in its April 17
edition printed an article citing instances
where due to the current economic dif:
ficulties different religious communities
are utilizing the same building for their
worship. Can you imagine that a Catholic
priest and a Jewish rabbi are using the
same building on the same day at dif-
ferent times, and in some instances even
sharing liturgical items. Within our
circles this is unthinkable. I ask you:
Where are we? Where is our Arme-
nianism? Where is our Christian spirit?
Where is the one nation, the one church,
the one homeland? Where is our Chris-
tian love about which the Apostle Paul
passionately said:

“Love is patient and kind. Love envies
no one, is never boastful, never con-
ceited, never rude; love is never selfish,
never dquick to take offense. Love keeps
no score of wrongs, takes no pleasure in
the sins of others, but delights in the
truth. There is nothing love cannot face;
there is no limit to its faith, its hope, its
endurance.” (I Corinthians 13:4-7)

. . .especially during these days, when
our Homeland faces an uncertain and
fearful future, when Armenia’s boun-
daries are threatened, and the heroic peo-
ple of Artsakh have changed the course of
Armenia’s tragic history with the libera-
tion of Shushi. What conscience allows us
to close our hearts to each other?

Times have changed. Gone is the image
of an unfortunate Armenia. Gone is the
era of persecution of the 1930s and the
regime that weakened the church, that
destroyed the state, that even suffocated
our Catholicos, that divided the Diaspora.
Gone is the regime that was responsible
for the disharmony of our Middle Eastern
Diaspora during the events of 1956 and
the premature death of Zareh Catholicos.

Armenia is independent and free; the
Church is independent and free and
beginning to heal its wounds and valiant-
ly trying to meet the spiritual needs of
the people. Isn’t it time for us to set aside
all elements of pride, and hand in hand
pray, work, struggle together so that our
hearts will unite first and the spirit of
Armenian unity will soar, producing a
true and permanent unity. Our martyrs,
our heroes, and our saints will joyfully
recite the words of the Psalmist, “Behold,
how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity!”
(Psalm 133:1)

I publicly extend my hand to my
brothers Bishops Khajag and Hovnan and
ask that we show our people through our
deeds that we are united and we will re-
main united and our first united task will
be to help Armenia become economically
independent through the Pan Armenian
Fund!

This brings me to the final portion of
my remarks which understandably is
about Armenia.

As I mentioned earlier, our life during
the past year was dominated by Armenia.
Not only for me, but for many of you, if
not all of you. Since the earthquake
Armenia has become closer to us; indeed
the world has become smaller. Since in-
dependence and the Artsakh struggle our
community life has been dominated with
those events, which leads me to ask: Just

(Continued on page 8)
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Religious Experience

by Talar Keoseyan

Ordination of Deacons and Consecration of
Icons at Sts. Vartanantz Church of New Jersey

The following personal essay was
delivered by Ms. Keoseyan during
Lenten services at St. Gregory Church in

Philadelphia.

My earliest recollection of church
was when I was very young. 1
remember getting up early Sunday
mornings and walking to church with
my mom. At that time, I had no idea of
what was going on. As I grew older
and we came to the United States, I
really looked forward to attending
church. But, when you see your
friends sleeping on Sunday mornings
and you have to get up and go to
church, you begin to get influenced.
However, 1 never stopped going to
church. I felt just as I still do—a peace
and tranquility everytime I was in
church. After I started high school, I
wanted to be more involved in the
Armenian community and church
was the best way. I began to grow in
my faith and the fact that I have at-
tended Catholic schools especially the
Armenian Sisters Academy, really
helped to make me become more
stable.

But, it wasn’t until 1990, when I
began to assist in Sunday School, that I
became more aware of things. At first
I thought, “Wow, this will look good
on my college application.” I didn’t
think that this would be an opportuni-
ty to make me grow more in Christ.
God really does work in mysterious
ways. Joining the Sunday School
teaching staff was one of the best deci-
sions I have made. Because of my par-
ticipation, I went on retreats, where I
met many fantastic people. I
remember at the St. Gregory of Datev
retreat I finally felt like I belonged. I
was crying often but not because I was
sad but because I was so happy to have
grown deeper in my faith. All of my
friends from the retreat really en-
couraged me.

Following Christ is not an easy path.
Christ said “Enter through the narrow
gate. For wide is the gate and broad is
the road that leads to destruction. But
small is the gate and narrow the road

clung to her faith and never lost her
trust in God. Trusting God is very
crucial and prayer is also a very crucial
and powerful expression. When you
pray, it is letting God know that you
are leaving everything in His hands.
Sometimes your prayers get answered
and sometimes they do not. When
they don’t, that is God’s way of telling
you that it is not the best thing for you
and that His will is different. God is the
only One who knows what is best for
you and He will answer your prayers
according to that. Following Christ is
the best path and you will be re-
warded for it.

I would like to thank Der Nerses
Manoogian and St. Gregory the Il-
luminator Armenian Apostolic
Church for giving me this opportunity
to speak.
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Awards Presented During Palm Sunday Dinner
By St. Sarkis Church, Dearborn, Michigan

Zohrab Zakarian and Gostan Charkhutian
receive the ordination of diaconate.

that leads to life.” (Matthew 7:13-14). were honored during the parish’s annual Palm Sunday dinner. The honorees are pictured )
above with Rev. Dr. G. Shrikian and Yeretzkin Arpine Shrikian, left to right: Mrs. Violet | On Sunday, May 3, Archbishop
Sahakian, Mrs. Ann Krikorian, Yeretzgin, Der Hayr, Mrs. Seta Mesropian, and Mrs. Nazely | Mesrob Ashjian celebrated the Holy
Keyorian. Mrs. Betty Kessel (not shown) was also honored and a posthumous award was | Liturgy, ordained two deacons and
given to Mrs. Peruz Zakaib. consecrated two icons at Sts. Var-

There are days of frustration and you
begin to wonder what God’s will real-
ly is. It is in times of trials and tribula-

tion that you realize how deep and
nourishing Christ’s love really is and
just like it is written in Philippians
4:13, “I, can do all things through
Christ who gives me strength. This
passage is very powerful and I have
seen a personal result of this. Last year
I decided to set a goal of making the
National Honor Society. This goal was
very important and I asked Jesus to
guide me in accomplishing it. When I
received my invitation to join this year
I knew that without Christ giving me
strength and leading me I wouldn’t
have accomplished this goal. Christ’s
strength is very powerful and with it
you can do many things.

Today’s world is very hard for
young adults. We have so much stress
and pressure coming at us all at once. I
really don’t think that without Christ
guiding me I could have come this far.

tanantz Armenian Apostolic Church
of Ridgefield, New Jersey.

This was a day of joy and thanksgiv-
ing for the congregation as Zohrab
Zakarian and Gostan Charkhutian
received the ordination of diaconate,
and artists Vahe Movsessian and Nareg
Ayntebian presented their paintings of
St. Mary and St. Stephen for con-
secration.

In his sermon, His Eminence en-
couraged the newly-ordained deacons
to follow the example of the first
deacon, St. Stephen, and to serve the
Armenian Church with full dedication
and Christian zeal.

Very Rev. Nareg Alemezian, the
Pastor of Sts. Vartanantz Church,
sponsored the two candidates and
served as assistant to His Eminence.

The Pastor and Board of Trustees
honored Archbishop Ashjian and the

Many young adults view God and Mr. and Mrs. Karl and Emma Sogoian, who have always supported St. Sarkis Church, once
Christianity as old fashioned and they more lent their sponsorship and generously donated the elaborate dinner for all to enjoy.
do not see that these days you need a Shown above, left to right, are: Mr. and Mrs. Sogoian, Rev. Dr. Gorun Shrikian, Yeretzgin Ar-
strong foundation and that foundation pine Shrikian and Mrs. Vanouhi Torigian, president of the Ladies Guild.

should be Christ. We need to put our
Christian beliefs and values above
everything else. We live in an unstable
world and need positive role models to
lead us in the light of Christ.

I often wonder how my ancestors
suffered and I realize that even though
they were suffering for Christianity, it
was their Christian faith that kept
them alive. My eighty-five year old
grandmother is a source of inspiration
for me. She suffered through the
Genocide and lost everything, yet she

newly-ordained deacons with a lun-
cheon at the Boulevard Cafe in Fair-
view, New Jersey. =

Blessing of the Grapes

After the Feast of Assumption,
after the planting of vines,
after the season of tending,

by Diana Der-Hovanessian

and celebrate irrigation water

with holy sprinkling on globes
of green and white translucence

the hour for praise will arrive. of mounded purple and red.

The priest will say old prayers He will seal once more the covenant
adapted from pagan days of God and man, man and nature,
to confirm the blessing of sunlight, and nature with God,

affirm the sanctity of soil while our eyes bless the clustered light.
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Archbishop Ashjian’s Message to NRA
(Continued from page 6)

exactly where are we in our relationship
with Armenia? Unfortunately, our in-
terest does not go beyond the boundaries
of passive interest; the excitement is there
but for most people the reality of true
sacrifice is missing. In February when
Khojaly was taken, superficial interest in-
creased. When will we take Shushi? And
Lachin? When will we unite Karabagh
with Armenia? It was as if we were spec-
tators at a football game contemplating
the outcome. Unfortunately, the respon-
sibility and the sacrifice that comes with
true involvement was missing. I also may
have fallen into the same trap, were it not
for my latest visit to Armenia which
made me more realistic and more aware
of our obligations.

The Soviet economic system has been
dismantled without replacing it with
another economic-social cooperative
plan. The Soviet Union was a large coun-
try, a competitor of the United States,
with 270 million population, with eleven
different time zones and an empire on
which truly the “sun never set.” Within
the vast empire everything was produced
under the direction of the central govern-
ment which took measures to keep each
country dependent upon the others. It
was unlikely that anything would ever
be produced in its entirety in
Armenia. . .copper would be mined in
Armenia, transported by railroad to
Siberia where it would be put into usable
form and then sent to all of the
Republics. . .a small amount returning to
Armenia. This was the system. People
would work in what they thought were
“toy”’ factories when in reality the fac-
tory was producing parts used in
weapons. Last August Perestroika ended,

but nothing replaced it. Armenia, which _

looked to Moscow for everything, was sit-
ting on a pile of ashes. One of the fun-
damental problems is that Armenia is not
an agricultural country. Armenia pro-
duces enough grain for only 26 days out
of the year; the remainder grain as well as
other foodstuff, including meat, butter,
etc., must be imported.

The decline of the Soviet economic

system together with the Azerbaijani ag-
gression and the threatening relationship
with Georgia, plunged Armenia further
into deep decline. Today the Republic has
no money. All those who used to receive
pensions and wages from Moscow now
receive nothing. Who is going to support
the academic community which pro-
duces tomorrow’s intellectuals and
leadership? Or the arts? It is true that the
people’s mbnthly allotment has increased
from 90 rubles to 485 rubles and many
receive up to 700-1200 rubles. But, the
value of the ruble has plunged. A few
years ago one dollar bought 64
kopek...we would be happy to receive 4-6
rubles. Now, one dollar brings 110-120
rubles, and the prices of basic necessities
have increased tremendously. Just to give
you an idea: 4 gallons of gas is 700 rubles;
2 Ibs. of bananas is 600 rubles; 1 kilo of
meat is 100 rubles; 1 kilo of butter is 250
rubles; a pack of cigarettes, 100 rubles.
How can a family support itself and
be expected to support other segments of
the community? It is impossible! The
government is planning to raise the
monthly allotment, but what good will
this do in light of 200% inflation?
* There are 600,000 retirees who used to
receive our equivalent of ‘‘Social
Security.” I doubt that they are receiving
anything now. I think this gives you an
idea of the economic reality. How can a
family live on $5-$10 a month, and also
contribute to the well-being of the
Republic, and help Artsakh as well?

Of course there is hope for a bright
future, if the country does not pass from
soviet socialism into an inequitable socie-
ty with a small minority of very wealthy
and a vast majority living in abject
poverty.

I believe that the Church must make its
social ideology known to the govern-

ment. Not domination, not communism,
but the Church must say to the govern-
ment that trade and a free-market
economy are not necessarily the primary
goals in the life of a new nation. As the
Archbishop of Canterbury stated last
Sunday, “The sole goal of industry cannot
be profit. The primary purpose of in-
dustry must be to help humanity.” The
Armenian government must proceed
with this spirit in laying the foundation
for the Armenia of tomorrow.

And, I am confident that Armenia is go-
ing to blossom with help from all of us.
Each according to his/her own talents and
resources: the clergyman, the intellec-
tual, the industrialist, the banker, the
physician, the specialist.

But all of this can come about only
through the success of the Pan Armenian
Fund whose purpose is to help Armenia
become strong and prosperous. Specifical-
ly the goals of the fund are:

e To help Armenia achieve economic
stability.

® To help create new systems in the
scientific, cultural, academic, and health
care fields.

e To help in the recovery of the earth-
quake region and Artsakh.

® To help the government in every way
in attaining these goals.

Under a directive from President Ter
Petrosyan, a 20 member committee has
been established with representatives
from Armenia and the Diaspora. Par-
ticipating also are His Holiness Vazken I,
Catholicos of All Armenians; and His
Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia. It is the wishes of
the President that this project be
spearheaded by the church in the
Diaspora.

Within a short time you will receive
details about this plan and all of us will
then participate in Armenia’s recovery
and promising future.

This is the very least we can do. Others
give their blood and their lives. I saw
them. And now, when I look at you,
beyond your faces I see their faces—the
faces of those I saw in Yerevan’s Marash
Hospital. They were the wounded from
the front lines in Shushi. We went to
pray for them, to praise them, to comfort
them, but they comforted us, gave us
hope, and bravely declared their inten-
tion to return to participate in the libera-
tion of Lachin. Words escape me to pro-
perly describe what I saw and felt.

Similar heroes liberated Shushi on the
morning of May 9 and today the tricolor
proudly flys on the fortress in Shushi.

We honor the heroes. We honor the
martyrs. We honor those who fell to pro-
tect our dignity and who created a new
battle of Sardarabad.

They sacrificed their blood and their
lives. We must sacrifice our financial
means. It may seem vulgar to compare
human lives with dollars, but let us at
least participate in this way, without
shame.

Last Sunday morning, the Armenian
Mass was said in Shushi’s All Saviour
Church for the first time since 1920. A
service for the Repose of the Souls of the
fallen was said and later the faithful went
to Stepanagert to decorate the grave of
the President of Artsakh, Artur
Mgrdichian, with flowers from Shushi.

With honor, love, and admiration we
bow before the graves of the heroes of
Artsakh and we pray that the Almighty
God will bring peace to Armenia and the
Armenian people and that the Armenian
Church as it did in Tzirav, in Avarayr, in
Sardarabad, and in Shushi, will always be
ready to bless the hands of those seeking
justice.

May the Lord bless all of you and may
He bless and guide us during the coming
days. [ |

“Without faith it is impossible to please
God.” —Hebrews 11:6

Junior Choir Formed in Watertown

4

The Saturday Armenian School of St. Stephen’s Church in Watertown, Massachusetts,
recently formed a Junior Choir under the direction of Mrs. Agnes Ourfalian, principal.
The choir, seen above with Archpriest Torkom Hagopian, has sung the complete
Badarak at Sunday services during the past school pear.

NALG Regional Seminar

The National Association of Ladies’ Guilds’ regional seminar took place at St. Gregory
Armenian Apostolic Church in North Andover, Massachusetts in April. The guest
speaker, Rev. Antranig Baljian, spoke about the Seven Sacraments of the Armenian
Church. Seated, left to right, are: Mary Mooradian, chairlady of St. Gregory’s Ladies
Guild; Rev. Antranig Baljian, Rev. Gomidas Baghsarian of St. Gregory Armenian
Apostolic Church; Yeretzkin Joanna Baghsarian; Verkine Marashian, Treasurer of the
NALG; Yeretzkin Arpine Shirikian, Chairlady of NALG; Agnes Biano, Recording
Secretary of the NALG; and Pauline Kassabian, Corresponding Secretary of the NALG.
Standing are the representatives who attended from Whitinsville, Worcester,
Springfield, North Andover, Providence, and New York.

Prelate Visits NATO
e

During a recent European trip, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian visited NATO head-
quarters in Brussels. He is shown above with, from left to right: NATO representative
Mr. Audet, Mr. Jean Leblebijian, NATO staff member; Mr. Gagig Haroutiunian of
Brussels; Archbishop Ashjian; Mr. Edward Simonian, Representative of the Ministry
of Defense of Armenia; Mr. Aram Sarafian, Project Manager, ASEC; and Mr. Ardashes
Darbinian from Yerevan.

Exchange Students from Armenia Visit Prelacy

_

Five students from the Anania Shiragatzi School in Yerevan spent three weeks as the
guests of the Hovnanian Armenian School in New Milford, New Jersey. During their
visit the students visited the Prelacy along with their principal Mr. Ashot Alikhanian.
Seen in the photo above with the students and His Eminence are Very Rev. Nareg
Alemezian, right, pastor of Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridgefield, New Jersey; Rev.
Moushegh Der Kaloustian, pastor of St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in New York City, and
next to him, Mrs. Suzanne Hagopian, a member of the Prelacy Ladies Guild.



