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Prelate Attends
White House Briefing

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian was one of
the participants in a series of briefings for
the leadership of the Armenian
American community.

A broad cross-section of Armenian
community leaders attended the
meeting, including representatives of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation, the
Armenian National Committee of

America, the Armenian General
Benevolent Union, the Armenian
Assembly, the Armenian Missionary

Association of America, and the Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America.

A group of senior advisors to the Presi-
dent briefed those in attendance on Ad-
ministration policy on issues of concern
to the Armenian American community.
Among those making presentations and
answering questions were General Brent
Scowcroft, the President’s National
Security Advisor; Ambassador Tom
Niles, Assistant Secretary of State for
European and Canadian Affairs; Dr. Ed-
ward Hewett, Special Assistant to the
President; Nick Burns, Director for Rus-
sian and Eurasian Affairs for the National
Security Council, and Clayton Fong,
Deputy Assistant for Public Liaison.

The NSC officials identified Armenia as
one of the three republics of the former
Soviet Union which held the most
strategic value to the United States. In ad-
dition to Armenia, they listed Russia and
Ukraine as the states which represent
significant security interests of the United
States.

The senior White House officials also
stressed that the Administration con-
stantly encourages the Republic of
Turkey to play a constructive role in the
Caucasus. They pointed out that the U.S.
has only a limited ability to influence the
Azerbaijani government, due to recent
leadership turnovers and for other
reasons. As a result, the Administration
has communicated with Azerbaijan
largely through Turkey.

(Continued on page 2}

‘““Exploring Christian Education’’ Seminar
At Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridgefield, NJ

Seminar participants at Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridgefield, New Jersey.

“Don’t teach structure; teach to make
things applicable in life,” said Kenny
Sarajian as he spoke about his classroom
curriculum at the first R.E.C. seminar
held on Sunday, August 2, at Sts. Var-
tanantz Church, Ridgefield, New Jersey.

R.E.C., or Religious Education Commit-
tee, is a group of 11 members which was
formed to express the importance of
religious education. The committee head-
ed by Very Reverend Nareg Alemezian,
Virginia Kerbeykian, a church delegate,
and Yester Garabedian, a church trustee,
decided that their first venture should be
to present a seminar dedicated to the con-
cerns of the Sunday School curriculum,

The day began with all the participants
being seated in the first two pews of the
church so that they could all jointly par-
take in Holy Communion. After church
services, the 40 participants were served a
light lunch in the church hall. Then
presentations were made by Lisa Si-

Mr. and Mrs. Varujan Burmaian Continue
Support of Nor Kharpet Center for Children

Mr. and Mrs. Varujan and Dirouhi Bur-
maian of San Paolo, Brazil, met with Mr.
Ashot Yesayan, Armenia’s Minister of
Labor and Social Security, and Professor
Ludmilla Haroutunian from Yerevan
University, at the offices of the Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America on Wednesday, July 22. The
meeting of the Burmaians and the Arme-
nian officials took place through the in-
itiatives of the Prelate, Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian. ’

During the course of the meeting, Mr.
and Mrs. Burmaian announced their
donation of $13,000 to the Nor Kharpet
Center for Handicapped and Retarded
Children in Yerevan. The donation will
enable the Center to comstruct new
facilities which it desperately needs. The
Burmaian’s also announced that begin-

ning August 1992, they will donate,
through the Prelacy, the sum of $1,800
each month to help maintain the nearly
200 children currently living at the
Center.

Mr. Burmaian is a well known and ad-
mired Brazilian businessman who has
contributed generously to the communi-
ty. Following the 1988 earthquake he
headed the special committee formed to
raise funds for the recovery and
rehabilitation of the earthquake-stricken
areas. More recently the Burmaian’s
donated one million U.S. dollars to
Armenia’s Fund for Foreign Affairs.

Mrs. Burmaian is an avid supporter of a
number of charitable causes in Brazil.
Following a recent visit to Armenia, she
pledged her dedication to help the sick
and abandoned children in Armenia. B

nanian, Sonig Garabedian, Araxi Gara-
bedian, Rita Asdourian, Mayda Tekeyan,
Maggie Tekeyan, and Kenny Saragjian.
Each Sunday School teacher presented a
brief outline on what goes on in his or her
classroom during the year. The goals
were to make the attendees aware of how
religion is taught for each of the grade
levels. They also spoke about their ac-
tivities outside of the classroom, their
curriculum and the problems they
encounter.

As mentioned, Ken Sarajian, the high
school level teacher also noted for all the
teacher how they should not just teach
by reading from a book, but they should
relate the stories to real life so that the
students can use what they have learned.

Deacon Shant Kazanjian, the Prelacy’s
Director of Christian Education, spoke on
how to get more students involved in
Sunday School. The group discussed the
problems of getting students motivated
about coming to church. There was also a
special surprise for Dick and Arax Sara-
Jjian who were presented with a book on
Armenijan Art. Both Mr. and Mrs. Sara-
Jjian are and have been an important part
of the Sunday School since its beginning.
They are parents to all the students,
teachers, and the Sunday School as a
whole. With their willingness and
helpful ways they make coming to Sts.
Vartanantz Sunday School a joyful and
learning experience.

After all the presentations, a question
and answer period took place where
many questions on the curriculum and
classroom discipline were addressed. The
seminar concluded with vesper services
at which time Hayr Nareg spoke about
the characteristics of the Christian
teacher.

The Religious Education Committee
wishes to thank all those who par-
ticipated. Special thanks go to Mr. and
Mrs. Garnik and Bernadette Azarnia,
who sponsored the seminar.

—Lisa Sinanian

Membership Program
Begins Second Year

The National Prelacy Dues program
which was inaugurated last year has been
well-received by the faithful of the
Church. The program which was im-
plemented by the Prelacy’s Executive
Council under the directive of the Na-
tional Representative Assembly, has been
gaining momentum as indicated by the
large number of renewals being received
as well as new members being added to
the roster.

Mr. Nerses Chitjian, chairman of the
Prelacy’s Executive Council said recently
that the “Steady growth of the Prelacy’s
Membership Program will provide the
necessary funds to continue and to ex-
pand the services provided by the Prelacy
to our church and nation. And ultimately
the success of the membership program
will help keep our parish’s annual con-
tribution to the Prelacy at manageable
levels.”

The concept of national church dues is
not new. As far back as 1929 the
“American Diocese of the Armenian
Church” issued an appeal for “Azkayeen
Dourk,” requesting one to two dollars
per person. “Then, as now, the most im-
portant aspect of the program was the in-
volvement and commitment of the
faithful,” said Archbishop Mesrob Ash-
jian. “True, becoming a Prelacy member
does provide certain advantages, like dis-
counts in the bookstore, etc., but primari-
ly it is a way of showing that we believe
in the work of the Church and want to
give our Church our wholehearted sup-
port,” the Prelate said.

His Eminence went on to say how im-
portant it is for our younger generations
to see the involvement and commitment
of their elders. “The greatest lesson we
can teach our children,” he said, ‘‘is
through our direct involvement. Love of
the Church cannot be better expressed
than through active commitment. The
community comes to life, to ‘abundant
life’ as the Gospel says, when all of its
members become fully conscious of their
share in the life of the Church and offer
their services in whatever way within
their capacity.”

Prelacy Dues are $25 for individual and
$50 for family membership. Anyone who
did not receive the recent Prelacy
Membership mailing and would like ad-
ditional information is urged to contact
the Armenian Prelacy at (212) 689-7810.

Karekin Il Marks
Dual Anniversaries

Karekin 1l, Catholicos of the Great
House of Cilicia, marked two milestone
anniversaries this year. On May 29, His
Holiness celebrated the 15th anniversary
of his Consecration as the head of the
Cilician See and on August 27 the Pontiff
celebrated his 60th birthday.

We extend our heartfelt good wishes
to His Holiness and pray for his good
health so that he may continue his vi-
sionary leadership of the Armenian
Church.
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Prelate Attends
(Continued from page 1)

The Armenian American leadership ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the American
government’s position that the territorial
integrity must be maintained even at the
expense of the equally valid principle of
self-determination. The community
leaders pointed out that had such a policy
been enforced at the time of the
American Revolution, the United States
might never have been created.

The Armenian American leadership
also expressed deep concern about U.S. ef-
forts to pressure Azerbaijan to end its
blockade of Armenia and Nagorno
Karabagh. They also voiced the serious
concern of the Armenian American com-
munity about Turkey’s apparent support
for the continuing Azerbaijani blockade
and aggression, as well as their hindering
of humanitarian aid destined for
Armenia. |

¥

Statement by
Governor Bill Clinton
On Armenia

I believe the United States must
organize and lead a long-term western
strategy of engagement for democracy
and free market economies in the new in-
dependent states of the former Soviet
Union. Our help should be conditioned
on an unswerving commitment by the
republics to comprehensive economic
reform, respect for human rights,
establishment of democratic institutions,
and the peaceful resolution of disputes.
Our assistance should help guide the
development of the new republics along
these principles.

After the demise of the Soviet Union,
Armenia was one of the first states to em~
brace these principles, and it has emerged
as a key state in the region. I hope the
Armenian government will continue on
the path to a free, multi-party political
system with constitutional protection for
the economic and political freedoms of a
democratic society. If elected, I look for-
ward to working closely with the Arme-
nian people as they rebuild their proud
nation.

The Genocide of 1915, years of com-
munist dictatorship, and the devastating
earthquake of 1988 have caused great suf-
fering in Armenia during this century.
But the Armenian people have braved
these hardships heroically, and they have
emerged with their dignity as a free and
independent nation. The more than one
million Agmenians living in America
have brought with them a culture rich in
history that has benefitted our country.

I am deeply concerned by the con-
tinued violence in the region surrounding
Armenia. The latest offensive by the
Azerbaijani armed forces is an ominous
escalation of the fighting. I urge the U.S.
government to condemn this latest at-
tack, as well as the continued blockade of
fuel and humanitarian aid to the people
of Armenia and Nagorno-Karabagh. The
blockades should be lifted and all parties
to the conflict should work to reach an
immediate cease fire. The United States
should also work in concert with the
United Nations and the CSCE to help
bring the parties to a peaceful settlement.
I intend to follow the developments in
this conflict in the weeks and months
ahead.

August 13, 1992

J—”‘o be at peace

with oné’s self and.the world

is the secret of contentment

and satisfying happiness.

To be conscious of the
presence of God

is to attain that peace.
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“Keep thy heart with aoll diligence;
for out of it are the issues of life.”
—Proverbs 4:23
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Prelacy Continues To Send Aid
To Armenia and Karabagh

The campaign for humanitarian aid for
Armenia and Karabagh which the
Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America began last
year will continue as long as the need ex-
ists, according to Archbishop Mesrobr
Ashjian, Prelate of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America.

“We were gratified by the generous
response we received from our communi-
ty last year,” His Eminence said, “and we
have been sending aid on an ongoing
basis throughout the year. Now with the
coming of the winter months we must
again begin to earnestly mobilize our ef-
forts in order to let our brothers and
sisters know that they are not alone.”

The monies collected are used to pur-
chase non-perishable staples such as
macaroni, sugar, rice, flour, canned
meats, baby formula, dry milk, etc. The
food is purchased in Europe and then
flown to Armenia. In addition to pur-
chased supplies, every effort is made to
obtain donated goods from corporations.

On September 9, 1992, the German
relief agency, Diakonisches Werk, which
has been very helpful in purchasing and
transporting the supplies, sent a detailed
report about the latest shipment to
Armenia. Acknowledging the receipt of
$75,000, the firm, which is a branch of the
Evangelical Church in Germany, outlined
the method of purchasing both food and
medical supplies, emphasizing that three
different quotations are obtained.

The report confirmed that, “All goods
have been received by the Armenian

Apostolic Church at the airport and
stored in specific stores, run under the
committees ‘for aid to Karabakh’ and
‘humanitarian aid to Armenia.’ Distribu-
tion has been organised in cooperation
with the committees. The Armenian
Apostolic Church is represented in both
committees.”

The report goes on to outline methods
of distribution: “Distribution of medicine
and baby-food in Armenia was carried
out in cooperation with the Ministry of
Health to hospitals, children’s wards, and
kindergartens, orphanages, etc. Aid to
Karabagh had to be carried by helicopter,
there received by local authorities in-
cluding representatives of ‘Artsakh’
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church and distributed to the victims of
war. Medicine has been delivered directly
to ‘hospitals,” functioning wherever still
existing and relatively ‘safe’ places could
be used.”

The report concludes with, “Through
the Armenian Apostolic Church the relief
goods and medicine could reach the peo-
ple in need and thus the aim of the pro-
ject/contribution could be fulfilled.”

Archbishop Ashjian noted that he has
received confirmation from represen-
tatives in both Armenia and Karabagh of
the receipt of this latest shipment of aid.
The Prelate also announced that a new
campaign for individual Christmas food
parcels has been launched by the Prelacy.
“lI know our community will respond
generously to bring Christmas Joy to our
compatriots,” the Archbishop said.
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On April 12, 1992, the
Hamazkain Cultural
Association honored
Armenian poets Hamo
Sayan and Vahakn
Tavitian on the
occasion of their 70th
birthday. On this
occasion Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian
bestowed upon them
the Mesrob Mashdotz
Medallion on behalf of
His Holiness Karekin II,
Catholicos of the Great
House of Cilicia.

Sourp Nishan Church Consecrated

Sourp Nishan Church in Canada was consecrated on Sunday, August 23, 1992, by
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian. His Eminence celebrated the Divine Litury, assisted by
the Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian, pastor of St. Asdvadzadzin Church of Toronto, On-
tario, and Rev. Hrant Yeretzian, pastor of Sourp Nishan Church. During the Divine
Liturgy, Archbishop Ashjian consecrated the main altar, the side altars, and the six-
teen pillars of the church. Sourp Hagop Church is located in Cambridge, Ontario.

On Saturday evening, Archbishop Ashjian, with the assistance of Very Rev. Ha-
gopian and Rev. Yeretzian, conducted a special service of Navagadik for the consecra-
tion of the church, followed by Vesper service, at which time His Eminence ordained
five acolytes.

Following the Saturday services, a banquet took place at the Armenian Center Hall
with hundreds of people in attendance. Addressing the gathered faithful were Arch-
bishop Ashjian, Mr. Karnig Baljian, chairman of the Board of Trustees, Rev. Yeretzian,
Very Rev. Hagopian and Mr. Joseph Poladian, representing the A.R.F. Aram-Dro
Gomideh. A cultural program included performances by Lora Cholakian, Moushegh
Karakashian, and Kohar Cholakian. During the evening, Mr. Hagop Minassian, the
benefactor of the newly consecrated altar, was presented with a special gift by
Archbishop Ashjian.

Following the Divine Liturgy and Consecration, members of the Board of Trustees,
Ladies’ Guild and various other church affiliated committees attended a special recep-
tion with the Prelate.

Please Don’t Forget
Your Annual Donation

to OUTREACH.

Send your tax-deductible donation to:
Armenian Apostolic Church of America

138 East 39th Street

New York, New York 10016

Indicate ‘“‘For Outreach’ on check. THANKS!
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GOOD NEWS

by Vahakn Davtian
translated by Diana Der-Hovanessian

Which came first? This burning peach
tree or daybreak blossoming in the east
ignited by the tree’s small sunrise?

The tree stands burning here alone

while news of its fire spreads quietly

even as the morning sifts dew over
its flames.

Word of this blooming spreads like good
news to gold-winged bees who throw
themselves into the conflagration like
small knights.

They sing the song of light, yellow wings
filled with the sweet burden of light,
carrying it forth from a tree burning

like a small dawn.

Man & Woman:
A Christian Perspective

A YOUNG ADULT RETREAT

Sponsored by the Armenian Religious Education Council

OCTOBER 30 — NOVEMBER 1, 1992

La Salette Center for Christian Living
Attleboro, Massachusetts

Retreat Leaders:

Dr. Kyriaki Fitzgerald
Theologian, Clinical Psychologist and Pastoral Counselor
She will lead two sessions on Relationships

Fr. Nerses Manoogian
Pastor of St. Gregory the llluminator Armenian Apostolic Church
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
He will lecture on The Role of Women in the Armenian Church

Registration Fee: $75.
Includes all program costs, two nights lodging, five meals,
refreshments and socials. The retreat begins Friday evening and ends
with Sunday Badarak.

For information and registration call:
(212) 689-7810 or 689-4481

Armenian Religious Education Council (AREC)
138 East 39th Street
New York, New York 10016

Bookstore Catalog Available
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1903 Prelacy Bookstore Catalog

The 1993 Prelacy Bookstore Catalog has just been published and
is available for anyone requesting a copy. The Catalog includes a
large selection of books in Armenian and English and also
features many gift items as well as audio and video tapes and
compact discs. To receive a copy just write to the Bookstore
Manager, Armenian Prelacy, 138 East 39th Street, New York,
New York 10016.



