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On Friday, September 25, the Grand Commander of the Knights of Vartan, Kegham
Tcholakian, together with past commanders and members of the Council, visited
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian at the Prelacy. In attendance were members of the
Prelacy’s Executive Council and Prelacy Ladies’ Guild.
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COLUMBUS END THE ARMENENS

by Zohrab Heghinian

It was no great surprise to me when
Iread in the Oct. 7, 1991 issue of time
Magazine that of all the probable
ethnic identities of Christopher Col-
umbus, Armenian was one of ther
possibilities.

October 12, 1992, will mark the
500th anniversary of the discovery of
the New World. For the past 12
months we have been practically
eating, drinking and breathing Col-
umbus every day, in fact several times
a day. Many articles, books, television
documentaries and even docu-dramas
prepared for the movie theaters have
saturated the media. Many opinions,
commentaries and analyses have been
advanced scrutinizing columbus as
never before. Every scholar, amateur
or professional, had something to say
about the man. Every ethnic group
had their view, while the majority
consensus was in favor of the
discoverer of America, there are those
who would like Old Chris tried and
found guilty of sins such as exploita-
tion, genocide, slavery, environmen-
tal and moral pollution and even as a
cause of epidemics and plagues.

To some the year 1492 is, no doubt,
the beginning of the most exciting era
of the history of mankind. The adven-
ture was, in a way, a statement that
eventually launched the beginning of
the emancipation of the sciences that
ushered Europe and the World into an
era of enlightenment and unprece-
dented progress.

THE NINA, THE PINTA,
AND THE SANTA MARIA

We all know the popular version of
events surrounding the saga of Colum-
bus, however the circumstances and
details of the voyage are not as simple
as we have been accustomed to
believe. Columbus did not wake up
one morning and decide to hop in
those three ships to look for a new
land. The discovery of America was
a result of many years of planning,
agonizing and politicking. He was
fascinated by the prospect of the
possiblility of an alternate route to the
Orient. Trade with lands of the East
was a vital ingredient of the well be-
ing of Europe; the spices and the
fabulous wealth of India and China
was an insatiable temptation for many
a trader of the time.

TRAVEL SAFETY

There was a time when the land
route to the Orient was relatively safe,
though arduous. Armenian and inter-
national archives are full of accounts
of travelers traversing those lands.
While this was a fact during earlier
times when the land mass of Anatolia
was occupied by Armenians in the
East, the Romans or Byzantines in the
West, during Columbus’ time the
landscape had dramatically changed
and the once peaceful and hospitable
country had turned into an ara of
constant conflict and devastation, thus
making travel very hazardous. The
once peaceful and civilized Armenians
were now replaced by warlike and
vicious hordes; piracy, highway rob-
bery and just plain savagery were the
order of the day.

Another passion of Columbus was
his desire to see the Holy Lands
liberated from the “infidels.” It is no
secret that he had solicited the
religious and temporal leaders of the
time to start the Crusades again.
Besides his passionate search for an
alternate route there was another ele-
ment that encouraged Columbus to
pursue his quest — the somewhat er-
roneous theory advanced by the car-
tographers and cosmographers that
the distance due west from Spain was
shorter to China (Cathay) than due
east. This was based on a miscalcula-
tion of the circumference of the Earth.

WAS COLUMBUS ARMENIAN?

In the above mentioned article the
writer was trying to, once and for all,
determine the ethnic and national
origin of Christopher Columbus, and
Armenian was one of the possibilities.
Although it is a long shot, it is not
altogether unlikely. Shortly before
1492, Cilician Armenia was a highly
prosperous and stable state. One has
to just look at the map of Cilicia to see
that it was potentially a very suc-
cessful maritime land. During the
reign of King Levon I, trading ports
and caravan routes were opened to the
European traders and pilgrims. Cili-
cian merchants travelled to the East
and the West much to the benefit of
our Fatherland and the other coun-
tries involved.

Nevertheless, the consensus is that

Columbus, kneeling to thank God, lands on San Salvador. This engraving, from the North
Wind Picture Archives, incorrectly shows a friar at right. There were no religious workers
on Columbus’s first voyage. However, there were 13 on his second voyage, and they held the
hemisphere’s first Christian rite in 1494 in what is today Haiti,

Columbus was a Genoese of Italian
extraction.

Travel to the East was not the sole
property of the Europeans. King
Hetoum II went to Mongolia on two
occasions, once in 1254 AD and
another time in 1293 to strengthen
Armenian-Mongolian alliances. Cili-
cian Armenia was probably one of
Armenia’s most glorious eras, possibly
second only to Tigran’s Great Empire.
We know how difficult it is to have
and hold a Fatherland in a milieu such
as Armenia’s location. Just imagine
how it was 500 years ago, when there

was no United Nations and other such
world organizations. Cilicia came to a
bloody and brutal end in the hands of
the Mamelukes from Egypt in 1375
AD. This gave the Turkic hordes easy
access to Asia Minor. Constantinople
fell in 1453, making the region ex-
tremely dangerous for travelers and
pilgrims alike.

Columbus was not the first Arme-
nian in America, but this was not the
end. American Armenians, one
million strong at the present, made
their debut on these shores shortly
after Columbus’ arrival. It is popular-
ly believed that Martin the Armenian
was the first of our compatriots in
America. He was employed by Gover-
nor George Yeardley of Virginia. His
estimated time of arrival is believed to
be 1619 AD., however there is
evidence that an Armenian in te ser-
vice of Captain John Smith preceded
Martin the Armenian by twelve years.
A persistent, yet unsubstantiated,
rumor is that there was an Armenian
in Columbus’ crew.

Whether Columbus was Armenian
or not is overshadowed by the fact
that Armenians were directly or in-
directly involved in the discovery of
the New World. As established earlier
in this writing, Christopher’s quest
was a safer rout to the Orient; this was
a direct result of the absence of a
civilized, europhile and hospitable
Christian Armenia from the scene. Is
it possible that if Cilicia had remain-
ed Armenian, and Asia Minor was
shared by friendly peoples that Col-
umbus would not have looked to cir-
cumvent his route, and that America
would have not been discovered, at
least, at the time it was?

Armenia is and always has been at
the crossroads between East and West,
North and South, and this has both
been a blessing and a curse. Today,
history is in the process of repeating
itself, and again Armenia seems as a
beacon of hope to some observers and
as a hindrance to expansionist ambi-
tions of others. There are and will be
many Columbuses contemplating the
routes. Will Armenia be the
hospitable haven to weary travelers or
potentially horrifying stopover? We
have a say in this matter as well as the
so-called “friends of Armenia.” Let’s
make sure that future Columbuses
will have the most memorably plea-
sant leg of their journey in Yerevan,
and make it known that a World
without Armenia will be even more
inhospitable than during 1492. W

Columbus died in 1506 unaware he had
landed thousands of miles short of the
Orient.
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Levon Ter Petrosyan Speaks at UN;
Confers With Community Leaders

AIRPORT RECEPTION: Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and other community leaders
welcomed President Levon Ter Petrosyan upon his arrival at New York’s JEK Airport.
Also in photo above are, left to right, two unidentified aids to the President; Louise
Simon, representing the AGBU; Hirair Hovnanian (hidden behind President), repre-
senting the Armenian Assembly; Mrs. Levon Ter Petrosyan and Ambassador Alex-
ander Arzoumanian.

Levon Ter Petrosyan, President of the Republic of Armenia, arrived in New
York on Saturday, September 19, accompanied by his wife. The President and
First Lady along with their entourage received a low-keyed reception at the
airport with about 150 community leaders in attendance, including Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, metropolitan area clergymen and executive council members
representing the Prelacy.

During the next few days the President had the opportunity on several
different occasions to meet with the Armenian American community. Sun-
day morning the President attended a breakfast meeting with community
leaders followed by a public appearance in the afternoon at the Marriott
Mardquis Hotel with more than 2,000 people in attendance.

On Wednesday, September 23, President Ter Petrosyan delivered his
inaugural speech to the United Nations and attended a reception hosted by
the Armenian Embassy in honor of the first anniversary of the Armenian
Republic.

Mrs. Levon Ter Petrosyan visited the Prelacy office on September 24 to
confer with the Prelate and members of the Prelacy Ladies Guild-about the
Prelacy’s campaign to aid orphans in Armenia and Artsakh and also the
Prelacy’s commitment to the Home for Handicapped Children in Yerevan.

It is unfortunate that this important and historic event was not organized
in a manner worthy of the occasion and to receive as much non-Armenian
publicity as possible. Many community leaders agreed that the organization
of the event left much to be desired. Furthermore, it is unfortunate that the
service at St. Vartan Cathedral was not made even more significant and special
with a unified service rather than perpetuating the division at a time when
our Homeland needs the help of every Armenian.

MEETING WITH FIRST LADY: Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian with Armenia’s First
Lady, Mrs. Lucia Ter Petrosyan, and members of the Prelacy Ladies Guild during a
meeting at the Prelacy.

Prelacy Bookstore Catalog - 1993

The Prelacy Bookstore issued its 84-page catalog.
Hundreds of titles in Armenian and English,
Tapes, Records, Videotapes and Gifts for all occasions
To receive a copy of the catalog, please call:

1 (212) 689-7810 or write to:

Prelacy Bookstore
138 E. 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016
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DID YOU KNOW....Columbus estimated the size of the Atlantic Ocean partially from
reading his Bible. He had read in the Second Book of Esdras (in the Apocrypha) that
God created the world in seven parts, six of them dry land and the seventh water. He
thus calculated that the ocean separating Portugal from Cipangu (Japan) was one-
seventh of the earth’s circumference, or about 2,400 miles. He figured that by sailing
100 miles per day, he could reach the Indies in 30 days.




