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Drive for Easter Food Baskets Begins
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Easter Basket of Hope

EACH BASKET CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

30 eggs

4 Ibs. sugar

4 Ibs. rice

4 Ibs. pasta

2 Ibs. raisins

2 Ibs. powdered milk

salt

2 packages of biscuits

candles and matches
Easter baloons for children
Easter card with your name

The cost for each basket is only $25.00.
You may send as many baskets as you like.
Please respond to the appeal you received immediately.

The Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America has
launched a campaign to provide at least
8,000 baskets of food to be distributed by
Easter Sunday to families in border towns
in Armenia and in Stepanakert in
Artsakh.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate, is
encouraging all community members to
participate in a Fast on Sunday, March 6,
“in solidarity with our brothers and sis-
ters in Armenia and Artsakh,” and to con-
tribute toward the purchase of baskets of
food containing the following items: 30
eggs; 4 1bs. sugar; 4 1bs. rice; 4 1bs. pasta; 2
Ibs. raisins, 2 Ibs. powdered milk; 2 pack-
ages of biscuits; salt; candles and matches;
Easter balloons for children, and an
Easter card inscribed with the donors
name. Each basket will cost $25 and
donors can send as many as they like.

In a mailed appeal the Archbishop said:
“We have entered the period of the Great
Lent which each year affords us the
opportunity to reevaluate our lives and
reenforce and redirect our commitments.
At the end of this period of contemplation
we will celebrate the most important holy
day on the Christian calendar: Easter, the
resurrection of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ.... While Christmas has
become a time to give gifts as a token of
our love for each other, Easter is the time
to make a special offering as expression of
our gratitude to Almighty God for the
many blessings He has bestowed upon
us. This Easter I am asking you to express
your gratitude to God by helping individ-
uals and families in Armenia with an
Easter basket of hope. The basket will be
filled with food staples, but its true value
is the message it will send to families who
are in dire circumstances. It will show
them that someone cares and there is
hope for a better tomorrow. I am asking
our faithful to participate in a one-day
fast on Sunday, March 6, which commem-
orates our Lord’s parable of the
Unrighteous Steward as related in the
Gospel according to Luke. The parable
teaches us that God’s bountiful stewards
will never lose their reward and that the
possession of wealth, influence, position,
leisure, or opportunity used here on earth
in His service will never be forgotten....”

The baskets of food will be distributed
to 1,000 families in each of the following
border towns in Armenia: Ichevan,
Alaverdi, Noyemberian, Davoush,
Garmir, Vartenis, Sissian and in
Stepanagert in Artsakh. The baskets will
be distributed to individuals and families
who are most in need of help.

The Prelacy’s charitable work in
Armenia is overseen by an advisory com-
mittee composed of: Very Rev. Abraham
Mugerdichian, the Primate of the Diocese
of Siunik; Romen Gozmoyan, Yervant
Melconian, Dr. Michael Kouchakjian, and
Sergei Haratounian, who is the director of
a staff of three individuals who imple-
ment the programs. Staff members are:
Armand mma_dmmm@:\ Dikran Kaloustian,

(Continued on page 2)
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Anooshig Vartan

When I started writing this letter it was
the beginning of January. Here we are
again, another year when anything can
happen, birth or death, loss or discovery,
failure or success, and combinations of
negative and positive events. Thousands
of years have begun and ended while
thousands of generations have come and
gone.

Possibly, by the time you read these
lines we will be looking forward to
springtime, somewhat impatiently, after a
cold dragging winter. Spring is a time for
awakening, new growth, new shapes and
colors, the promise of fruition. What
intriques me most is the blossoming of
the little flowers. Soon after the snow
melts the colorful crocuses, the delicate
violets, the fragrant lilies of the valley, the
lovely daisy and many more follow suit.

The colorful blooms seem to be
nature’s way heralding the importance of
little things. Nature tells us being small
doesn’t mean being insignificant. The sea-
son of new life starts with plants.
Raindrops eventually make their way to
rivers, lakes, seas and oceans. Bread is
accumulation of seeds. Small things. In
fact all living things start with tiny seeds,
germs and cells.

In the luxury and abundance of our age
we ignore little things. We forget that one
burning candle dissipates total darkness.
A kind word or a little understanding
changes the life of a person in distress. A
gentle gesture wins a friend for a lifetime.
Hearts have been won or lost because of
small things or insignificant incidents.

I still remember the tiny picture of
Christ in a field of flowers given to me by
my Sunday school teacher when I was a
little girl. Of all the gifts I have received
since then, this picture has remained
dearest to my heart.

I don’t know if you have made New
Year resolutions. Perhaps you're thinking
of great deeds; dreaming of wealth, mil-
lions of dollars to have so many things.
Believe me Vartan, neither you nor any-
one else needs a lot of money to be
happy. Luckily we already know we
don't need to spend a lifetime to find out
that peace and happiness can’t be bought.
About two thousand years ago a home-
less and poor preacher, Christ, gave us
advice and examples in his own life. He
told us the secret for peace and happiness
was doing small favors such as giving a
glass of water to the thirsty; some food to
the hungry. To show compassion to the
sick and people in distress. Above all to
love one another. You don’t need to walk
from hoti¢ to house; don't need to cover
long distances nor does one need to
spend millions to buy T.V. time to
become a “good Samaritan.”

CHARITY STARTS AT HOME.

It works like a grain of yeast in a large
bowl of dough. As the yeast grows the
dough overflows the bowl. A little under-
standing; a little cooperation; a little com-
passion and respect for the rights of oth-
ers will spread out from family to rela-
tives, friends, neighbors and nation, even-
tually reaching out to make a big differ-
ence in your world and that of

Your loving

Eugenie Horkoor
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Needy families in the
areas shown on this map
will receive the Easter
food baskets.

Two Poems by Diana Der-Hovanessian

Apricot Trees
She calls to tell me they are cutting
the apricot trees in Armenia.

You can’t be serious, I gasp.

They are freezing, And there
is no other fuel.

But what about the fruit for next year?
I don’t say “blossoms™.

I don’t say “‘petaled light”.

I don’t say ‘“‘trees like haloed angels”.

1 don’t say “trees like veiled brides”.

I say What about next
year’s harvest?

She interrupts saying
There is no heat. There might not be
a next year.

She pauses, waits for forgiveness,
for the absolution no one can give.

From A Letter I Did Not Receive

We are burning books

in Yerevan. For heat.

The poplars that lined

the streets are gone.

The flowering apricot
won’t bloom this spring.
The limbs were cut

but did not keep us warm.

You,—you who hear
the steam heat rise,
and boil water for tea,
taste everything twice,
please, once for me.

Telephone: (212) 689-7810

OUTREACH

A publication of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016

NOTICE
Due to the snow storm
affecting the entire
east coast

Fax: (212) 689-7168

Easter Food Baskets

(Continued from page 1)

and Mariné Avakian. In addition, a med-
ical doctor and a priest are always avail-
able to provide health care and counsel-
ing.

The Prelacy is continuing its ongoing
charitable work in Armenia and Artsakh
as well. This includes the care of: 700
orphans; 2,500 elderly citizens who can-
not survive on their meager pension; 100
families who have lost their chief bread-
winner in defense of Artsakh. The Gamo
orphanage receives fresh fruit all year
round. Two thousand families in Artsakh
receive assistance on a rotating basis in
five different regions in conjunction with
the Vararagan Charitable Organization.

Recognizing the need for spiritual and
intellectual sustenance, the Prelacy has
sponsored the publication of religious
material as well as volumes on philology,
history, and literature.

Most recently the Prelacy made an
agreement with the editor of Kantzazar
Publishing House, Rev. Mesrob Aramian,
to print the following three works:

1. Tebi Louys Yev Gyank (Toward
Light and Life) which is a collection of
sermons by Catholicos Karekin I
Hovsepian. Ten thousand copies will be
printed under the sponsorship of Mr. and
Mrs. Harold and Josephine Gulamerian.

2. Catechism of the Armenian Church by
Catholicos Papken Gulesserian. Ten thou-
sand copies of this volume will be printed
under the sponsorship of Mr. Russell
Gulamerian.

3. Three Centuries of the Armenian
Kingdom of Cilicia, by Puzant Yeghiayan.
Five thousand copies will be printed in
memory of Krikor and Dikranouhi
Derderian.

Archbishop Ashjian noted that “the
publication of these three volumes will
not only help Armenian literature but will
also help the renown Kantzazar
Publishing House which is noted for its
scholarship, quality and dedication.”

Archbishop Ashjian thanked the many
individuals and parishes who have heard
his call and have been doing a superb job.
“We could not do anything without the
support of our faithful people,” the
Archbishop said. “For example, most
recently our charitable work in Artsakh
was endowed with donations from the St.
Sarkis Church community in Detroit,
Michigan and the family of the late
Khazar Aramian of Providence, Rhode
Island.

In 1992-93 the Prelacy’s “Gift of Life”
program which provided food parcels
was a tremendous success with all of the
parcels reaching those most in need.
During that Christmas appeal, 14,100
food parcels were distributed and food
and monetary aid was given to orphan-
ages and old age homes.

“Our Gift of Life appeal in 1992-93,
reached many people,” the Prelate said,
“and while it is true that one parcel of
food is not going to help an individual or
family get through the winter, we do
know that the parcels provided a tremen-
dous boost to the moral of the people.
This is perhaps the most important aspect
of our endeavor: to fill people’s hearts
with hope, instead of desperation, to help
them believe that, indeed, tomorrow can
be better than today. And we—every one
of us—have a personal and moral respon-
sibility to make it so. Please help me send
as many Easter Baskets of Hope as possi-
ble, in His name and in His service which,
as the Parable of the Steward tells us will
give us satisfaction in this life and become
a memorial in the ages to come. ”

Anyone interested in additional infor-

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate mation about the project to send Easter
Baskets of Food can contact the Prelacy at
212-689-7810. Donations can be mailed to
the Prelacy, 138 E. 39th Street, New York,
NY 10016. Checks should be payable to
Armenian Apostolic Church of America.
As stated, each basket will include an
Easter card with the name of the donor.

All things are possible with God.
Mark 10:27

the Paregentan Weekend
was cancelled.

The raffle drawing
will take place in May
during the National
Representative Assembly
in Philadelphia.

Iris Papazian, Editor

Mardirous Minas-Haftvani, Business Manager
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YEREVAN—With hardly any electricity,
Yerevan in winter is cold beyond belief.
In the candlelit gloom of their apart-
ments, families huddle around small
wood-burning stoves and cook whatever
food they have been able to forage in the
sub-zero temperatures.

As the 1.3 million inhabitants of the
Armenian capital confront their fourth
winter of deprivation and misery, many
are wondering whether they can survive
it. Of course, most will. They are resilient’
and, more important, after 70 years of
Soviet rule, they are used to hardship.

Despite its suppression during the
Soviet years, the Armenian Apostolic
Church is a major force and the people
are imbued with a strong sense of reli-
gious fatalism. “God is angry with us, but
what can we do?” asks a young woman
doctor in Gumri, the northern Armenian
city devastated by a massive earthquake
in 1988.

“Armenians are mentally rugged, even
stubborn,” says Fabian McKinnon, the
former deputy UN representative and
UNDP [United Nations Development

‘Programme] representative in Yerevan.

“They have an almost bottomless capaci-
ty to withstand and have survived thou-
sands of years of difficulty as a people.
They come through.”

But not all of the country’s 3.6 million
people will survive the winter of 1994. In
January and February the temperature
will probably sink to minus 15 degrees
centigrade, even to minus 20 for a while.
Without heating, many elderly are likely
to freeze to death in their homes and
newborns may die. Only the most basic
foodstuffs are affordable to the majority
of people, who live on a diet of bread and
potatoes only occasionally supplemented
with meat or green vegetables. The frail
will be vulnerable to disease because of
malnourishment.

It was too cold last winter for children

to go to school and many offices
remained closed. In a desperate search for
firewood, people hacked down trees in
the parks and by the roadsides. Residents
of apartment buildings tore up floor-
boards, cut down banisters and pulled
out wooden window frames.
" The main cause of these problems is the
total economic blockade imposed by
neighbouring Azerbaijan as a result of the
two countries” dispute over the territory
of Nagorno (mountainous) Karabakh.
Armenia is supporting the area’s ethnic
Armenians who have been fighting for
independence from Azerbaijan since
1988. Some 3,000 people have died in the
four-year conflict and some 300,000 are
homeless.

“Karabakh is for the Armenians what
the Alamd¢'was for Texas,” says Mr.
McKinnon: “It’s not just a question of ter-
ritory. It represents their right to assert
their ethnicity in their own minds. But it’s
distracting the Armenian government
and the people from more immediate
problems, specifically the economy.”

It was the Azeri blockade that dealt the
critical blow to the run-down, centralized
economy inherited by Armenia on the
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. All
essential supplies—everything from fuel
to medicines—must be flown in from
abroad. Deprived of Azeri oil, the energy
source which had long sustained it,
Armenian industry soon seized up. In the
spring of 1993 only a handful of factories
were functioning and productivity was
estimated at a mere 15 per cent of what it
was during the Soviet period. But the
country’s industrial sector showed signs
of improving in the summer, according to
a report by the Armenian Council of
Ministers. However, a spokesman for the
Armenian Embassy in London admits
that industrial requirements were only
met at the expense of domestic needs.

Last year, UNDP became the first inter-
national organization to take up opera-
tions in Armenia, facing the same severe
conditions that gripped the country. In
opening, its office was something of a
prototype, becoming one of the first UN
offices to operate under a “unified” man-
date, representing not only UNDP but the
entire UN system. Another such office
had opened in Azerbaijan.

Armenia’s Unending Winter
by David Orr

David Orr, an Irish correspondent based in London, writes for The Observer and other
publications. This article appeared in the December 1993 issue of Choices, a publication of

the United Nations Development Programme.

Stephen Wilson / Select
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While conditions grew progressively
worse last winter because of the shortage
of fuel and supplies, UN officials fear that
the winter of 1994 could prove far more
difficult unless a settlement is reached.

“There will most likely be a far greater
shortage this winter,” says Reinhart
Helmke, director of UNDP’s division for
Europe and the Commonwealth of
Independent States. “But it’s absolutely
vital for UNDP to maintain a presence
there and to continue assisting the coun-
try, especially as the office in Azerbaijan
is remaining open; to close one would
give the appearance of taking sides.”

While the typical UNDP programme is
geared to long-term development, this is
not the case in Armenia—at least not for
the moment. “We're supporting a short-
term transition process during the imme-
diate emergency,” Mr. Helmke says.”
And we’re very active in helping
Armenians create national institutions
that can work with international organi-
zations in setting up humanitarian aid
packages.”

Landlocked and poor in resources,
Armenia is a country with few friends in
the region. Turkey, its neighbor to the
east and Azerbaijan’s traditional ally, has
also closed its border with Armenia
because of the conflict over Karabakh.
Iran, which has close links with Muslim
Azerbaijan, keeps its distance from
Armenia.

But it is not until one travels within
Armenia that the country’s isolation is
felt. Driving across the 50 kilometres of
bleak highlands separating Yerevan from
Gumri, one is struck by the harshness of
the landscape. In the spring, the moun-
tains and higher reaches of plateau are
still covered with snow. The pastures
produce a stunted, stubbly grass that can
sustain only the hardiest creatures. The
few villages seem sad and deprived
places, lacking vitality and human
warmth. Apart from roadside stalls and
the occasional huckster’s shop, there is lit-
tle commerce. Food for the traveller is
hard to come by, yet the Armenians are a
hospitable people. Visitors to their homes
are offered brandy, cognac, bottled fruit
and jam, knowing all the while that such

Daniel Sheehan / Black Star
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luxuries have been carefully hoarded for
just such an occasion.

As anyone visiting the country soon
discovers, electricity production is mini-
mal and one comes to expect long periods
of blackout. No coal, natural gas or oil is
produced in Armenia. The only real
source of power is a gas pipeline running
down from Georgia to the north, which is
regularly blown up by Azeri commandos.
With no street lamps and only the occa-
sional beams of light from passing cars,
Yerevan by night is an eerie experience.

Armenia’s domestic power source, the
Metsamor nuclear plant southeast of
Yerevan, has lain idle since the 1988
earthquake. The two pressurized water
reactors, which once generated almost
half the country’s electricity, operated
normally during the tremor but were
closed for fear of a repeat of the 1986
Chernobyl disaster. The government is
committed to reopening Metsamor but
experts believe it would be unsafe to do
so without massive spending. The esti-
mated cost of repairing the reactors and
installing Western safety systems is any-
where from $80 million to $120 million.

With an average monthly wage of only
5,000 rubles (US$7.50) and inflation run-
ning at 900 percent, Armenia is suffering
what Hrair Balian calls “a socio-economic
crisis of critical proportions.” Mr. Balian,
a lawyer representing the American orga-
nization Human Rights Advocates in
Geneva, estimates that three-quarters of
the population are living below the
poverty line.

This situation, however, finds little
political expression among the people,
and the government appears powerless to
get the country moving. There is little dis-
sent and minimal public debate about
national problems. It is as if 70 years of
Soviet domination have sapped initiative
and the will to question. It seems unlikely
that parliamentary elections—at the time
of writing scheduled for sometime in
1994—will raise the level of political
awareness significantly.

“Armenia’s greatest tragedy is not the
cold, the lack of disposable syringes or

the ambulances which don’t run,” says

Mr. McKinnon. “It is that the country is
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stopped in its tracks and no one is talking
about it.”

Like the other 14 former Soviet
republics, Armenia is going through a
difficult period of adjustment. It is in
order to ease this process and to support
the transition to a free market economy
and a democratic political system that
UNDP is working in Armenia and in
other republics of the CIS.

UNDP’s role is based on a dual strate-
gy. The first part involves technical assis-
tance in such priority areas as privatiza-
tion, energy, transport and state reforms.
Some of this assistance will be provided
through UNDP’s TOKTEN programme,
which will bring skilled Armenians living
abroad back to their homeland for short-
term consultancies. There is also a com-
mitment to helping establish “a social
safety net” for vulnerable groups, to catch
those left behind in the transition to a
free-market economy. Already, high
unemployment and rampant inflation
have put basic social services beyond the
reach of many.

The second part of UNDP’s stategy,
which is particularly urgent, involves
humanitarian assistance. Last June,
UNDP and the Government of Armenia
launched a $22 million appeal to donors
to cover such basic needs as food, shelter
and medicine. As of this writing, 15-30
percent of this amount has been
committed.

Raising money to fund these initiatives
is not easy. UNDP’s programme budget
is only $1.2 million for a five-year period
that began in January 1993.

“Donor countries and the international
community have been lukewarm towards
the republics of the former Soviet Union,”
says Mr. McKinnon. “But we hope to
attract more money by presenting inter-
esting sectoral strategies concerning the
environment, energy and the status of
women. We also hope to harness more
diaspora money—there are 3.5 million
Armenians living abroad.”

Singer Charles Aznavour and singer-
actress Cher are among the expatriate
personalities who have brought aid into
Armenia. But the country’s humanitarian
needs are extreme. There are an estimated
334,000 refugees from Azerbaijan and
Karabakh in Armenia, and of that num-
ber only 134,000 are believed to be receiv-
ing aid from organizations such as the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees.

Then there are the 514,000 Armenians
who are homeless as a result of the 1988
earthquake that struck Gumri, the coun-
try’s second largest city, located on a high
plateau near the Turkish border.
Thousands of families still live in over-
crowded and unsanitary conditions in
metal containers and prefabricated hous-
es, surrounded by a townscrape of ruin
and rubble. In the main square, the clock
on the tower is stopped at 11:40, in testi-
mony of the moment on 7 December
when the earthquake hit. Between 20,000
and 25,000 people are thought to have
died that morning.

On the outskirts languishes a “new
city” of half-finished apartment blocks
which was meant to house the thousands
of residents made homeless. Started with
money from Moscow soon after the earth-
quake, the project quickly ground to a
halt with the super power’s collapse.

In addition to ruining nearly half the
country’s industrial base, the earthquake
severely weakened its health-care capaci-
ty, destroying three of the five general
hospitals in northern Armenia. Both the
economic transition process and the
blockade have further weakened the
country’s medical services. Most hospi-
tals can now only carry out emergency
operations.

Few Armenians claim to be happy with
their lot. After all the years of Soviet rule,
they had reason to hope for better times.
But, in the words of a popular folk song
that Armenians are fond of quoting,
many believe that Dzaghord orere
Dzemeran nman gougan ou gerdan—"The
bad days will come and go like winter.”§



4 OUTREACH /February 1994

Persevering in Armenia

by Jon Auerbach
Globe Correspondent

The following two articles, written by Jon Auerbach, appeared in the December 25, 1993 issue of the Boston Globe.

YEREVAN, Armenia—A stone’s throw
from shivering schoolchildren, tired
mothers hauling bundles of firewood and
malnourished babies lying in the city hos-
pital, an elderly man dressed in rags set
up his cello on a sidewalk and began to
play a deep, sweet song.

A dozen or so people gathered around
in the biting cold to listen as the echoing
melody, if only for a minute, brought
calm to this otherwise desperate city. One
woman pulled a crumpled ruble note out
of her pocket and dropped it near the
man’s feet before shuffling away.

In this former Soviet republic of 3.3
million—now suffering with no heat or
hot water, barely any electricity and sky-
rocketing inflation—the man with the
cello attests to the perseverance that
allows Armenians to endure seemingly
insurmountable hardships.

Because of it, the tiny Armenian
nation—which has withstood massacres,
deportations and bloody conquests at the
hands of foreign enemies, not to mention
more than its share of internal strife—is
trudging on, slowly and patiently, as life
deteriorates.

“What will be in the future we don't
know,” President Levon Ter-Petrosian
said in an interview with the Globe this
month. “But we must get through this.
We have no other choice.”

Armenia is enduring its fourth winter
under an energy blockade that has helped
change it from a progressive country of
wine and literature to a desperate, almost
medieval land of misery. Foreign
observers say few nations could with-
stand what Armenia is living through
today.

“In any other country you would
expect a revolution,” a UN official said.
“Here the people are so used to suffering
that they can take almost anything.”

Although the official may be correct,
this winter promises to be the most diffi-
cult in modern Armenian history.

The temperature inside Yerevan's
schools is in the mid 30s. Schoo Ichildren
bundled up to their ears sit takingnotes in
mittens. Between shortened, 20-minute
lessons, they do jumping jacks and run in
place to try to stay warm.

A touir of half a dozen schools in the
capital recently revealed that attendance
averages around 15 percent as parents
keep their children home rather than
send them out to the frigid classrooms.

“If my children are home, at least I
know I can sit them by the stove to try to
keep them warm,” said Anya Minasian,
an unemployed architect and mother of
two.

At School No. 2, 12 teachers huddled
around a tiny electric heater in the faculty
room, rubbing their hands for warmth. It
was 11 a.m. and most of the children
already had been sent home because of
the cold.

“The conditions are just too bad,” said
Lida Mitachian, a veteran English teacher.
“This is no way to live.”

Across town at the Mayakovski School,
principal Silva Abramian had just collect-
ed a few bags of kindling for the wood
stove that heats her home. The twigs
came from trees that were chopped down
in the snow-covered schoolyard. “Our
country has become an insane asylum,”
she says, “so naturally we’re all going
crazy.” .

The cold has compounded the difficul-
ties landlocked Armenia has been living
with for the past four years, beginning
when neighboring Azerbaijan, with
whom Armenia is fighting an undeclared
war, started a crippling energy blockade.

This year, however, the blockade has
been aggravated by mounting inflation,
dwindling money supplies and instability

in Georgia, Armenia’s neighbor to the
north through which it gets energy and
supplies from the outside world.

“We've had a lot of crises over the last
couple of winters but this is the mother of
them all,” said one diplomat in Yerevan.
“It’s...the biggest challenge to the sur-
vival of the new Armenian state.”

That challenge is especially apparent at
the Pediatric Infectious Disease Hospital,
where protein-starved babies with bloat-
ed stomachs and bony limbs lay swad-
dled in a dark room, a makeshift wood
stove providing the only warmth.

Standing beside the stove, Narina
Gregorian comforted her 1-year old baby
Agavni, while her husband went to fetch
wood. The baby suffered from malnutri-
tion.

Like many rural Armenians, Gregorian
was unable to get the infant to the hospi-
tal quickly because of chronic fuel short-
ages that have halted ambulances and
most private automobiles.

“Some of the babies are sick for a long
time before they arrive.”

In the past, most families were able to
stockpile larders over the summers, but
an early winter and growing inflation this
year meant that few people were able to
conserve much.

Partly as an attempt to control the infla-
tion, and partly because of pressure from
Russia, Armenia unexpectedly was
forced to introduce its own national cur-
rency late last month.

But with national reserves estimated by
government sources as less than $1 mil-
lion, the currency, the dram, has dramati-
cally lost value over the past month. The
average monthly salary of 70 drams, now
equivalent to about $1, buys just 2
pounds of cheese.

No longer able to afford meat or veg-
etables, many families in Yerevan are liv-
ing on bread and potatoes. “There is no
doubt that the urban population is going
to suffer,” one UN official said. “Some
will freeze and some will starve.”

The inflation has wreaked havoc on an
already ruined economy. The most seri-
ous effect is on energy costs, always high
but now unaffordable.

Many families used gas stoves last year
to heat, but one liter of kerosene costs the
equivalent of $1.25 these days. Even com-
paratively rich families cannot afford lig-
uid fuel and are relying on wood stoves.

More than 2 million trees were
chopped down for this purpose last year
alone, and few still stand in any of the
cities. Residents are forced to scavenge
for old boards, twigs and discarded
books.

Those who can afford a ticket are just
picking up and leaving Armenia, some to
join relatives and friends in the United
States, but the majority to wait out the
winter in neighboring Russia.

The Armenian government estimates
that as many as 25 percent of the Yerevan
population has already left. A recent
flight to Moscow where passengers were
stowed in the toilets and luggage holds
indicated the flow shows no sign of
ebbing. .

“Last year, the exodus to Russia for the
winter was a new idea,” said Gassia
Apkarian, director of the Yerevan office
of the Armenian Assembly of America, a
Washington-based Armenian lobby
group. “This year it’s a matter of sur-
vival.”

Pushed by Diaspora, Nations Offer Aid

YEREVAN, Armenia—It seems that
every other car on the streets here these
days bears the markings of some interna-
tional aid group or government organiza-
tion, shuttling foreign officials in Gore-
Tex jackets to and from offices and
meetings.

English and French are about as likely
to be spoken in the hallways of the city’s
handful of hotels and restaurants as
Armenian, and the weekly flight from
Paris is always full.

The presence of so many foreigners
says much about the international com-
munity’s efforts to provide lifelines to for-
mer Soviet republics like Armenia just
two years after the Soviet Union col-
lapsed.

It also shows the strength of the
Armenian diaspora—more than 1 million
in the United States alone—that has ral-
lied governments from Washington to
Tokyo to the Armenian cause.

As a result, Armenia—which some jok-
ingly refer to as “Eastern California”
because of the concentrated diaspora
community in and around Los Angeles—
is now partly relying on the West to ease
an economic blockade that has all but
strangled the republic.

The presence of so many foreigners
says much about the international com-
munity’s efforts to provide lifelines to for-

mer Soviet republics like Armenia just
two years after the Soviet Union col-
lapsed.

The West has returned the call, and in
the past year Yerevan, the capital, has
become an endless display of acronyms:
UNHCR, USAID, ECOH and ICRC, just
to name a few.

The US-sponsored Operation Winter
Warmth program is the most visible of
the foreign aid programs. The $15 million
in US aid will provide 56,000 kerosene
heaters and about 40,000 metric tons of
kerosene. Heater shipments began arriv-
ing last week in Yerevan, officials said.

The heaters and kerosene, the official
said, will be distributed to 200,000 house-
holds designated by the Armenian gov-
ernment. Many Armenian schools have
already received kerosene shipments and
heaters.

Another 5,000 metric tons of kerosene
have been provided by the Japanese gov-
ernment, with the United States paying
for transportation costs. Officials said the-
shipment should arrive in Yerevan in the
next few weeks.

The Armenian community in the
United States has promised $21 million in
aid, two-thirds from Armenian American
businessman Kirk Krikorian. According
to one aid official, the money will go
mostly for fuel oil. <

U.S. State Department
Reports on Winter
Assistance to
Armenia

According to a press release issued by
the Washington office of the Armenian
National Committee of America the
United States has provided approximate-
ly $288 million in humanitarian assistance
to Armenia since fiscal year 1992. Harry
Gilmore, the U.S. Ambassador to
Armenia has reported that a “life-threat-
ening disaster exists in Armenia affecting
segments of the population throughout
much of the country.”

The aid by the U.S. includes:

e 250,000 metric tons of food valued at
$98.2 million (including transportation)
under FY 1993 food and programs.

¢ $15 million to buy and transport 30,000
metric tons of kerosene, 96,000 kerosene
heaters, and 200,000 kerosene containers
to help heat the homes of Armenia’s most
vulnerable refugees, large families and
pensioners. The assistance includes a
monitoring program to help assure the
distribution of these commodities for
humanitarian purposes.

¢ Paid for the transport of $1 million of
kerosene (5,000 metric tons) which the
Government of Japan is donating to
Armenia.

e Paid for the commercial transport of
about 72,000 metric tons of heating oil
from Russia through Georgia by ship and
rail.

e Provided 4,198 tons of milk, infant for-
mula, and cereal, valued at $11.2 million,
under a special nutrition program for
infants and mothers.

¢ Provided or approved over $1 million
in funding, under a grant administered
by Save the Children, for American pri-
vate voluntary organizations to assist the
most vulnerable groups in Armenia with
food, fuel, blankets, and medicines.

e Provided $377,000 to the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) to pre-
pare an assessment of emergency needs
and government response capabilities
and provide training on emergency man-
agement.

¢ Contributed $1.6 million to the U.N.
World Food Program to establish a
Caucasus Logistics Advisory Unit to
resolve transportation problems at the
Georgian ports of Poti and Batumi. These
transportation problems have delayed the
delivery of urgently needed food assis-
tance to all of the countries in the
Caucasus region.

» Allocated 200 metric tons of butter oil,
with an estimated commodity and trans-
portation cost of $420,000, toward the
U.N. World Food Program (WFP) Appeal
for Armenia.

¢ Paid the transportation and adminis-
trative expenses associated with Project
HOPE’s delivery of approximately $1
million worth of donated medicines and
medical supplies to Yerevan on Nov-
ember 11. This flight brought the total
value of the donations to Armenia from
Project HOPE to $7.2 million.

* Provided $1.1 million to the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees, $1 million to
the International Committee of the Red
Cross, and $2.9 million to the American
Red Cross to assist Armenian refugees
and displaced persons.
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First Major Exhibition in U.S. Devoted to Art and Culture of
Medieval Armenia Opens at Morgan Library on May 4

Approximately 90 Illuminated Manuscripts Chart Six Centuries of
Armenian Art, History, Religion and Literature

For the first time in America a major
exhibition will be devoted to the art and
culture of medieval Armenia—the
world’s oldest and eastern most Christian
nation. The exhibition opens at the
Morgan Library on May 4 and remains on
view through August 7.

Entitled Treasures in Heaven: Armenian
Numinated Manuscripts, the exhibition
takes as its focus the illuminated manu-
script —above all, the Gospel Book—for
1000 years the most important cultural
artifact of the Armenian people.
Approximately 90 manuscripts, many
exhibited here for the first time, have
been selected from over 30 public and
private collections in North America.
Dating from the 10th through the 18th
centuries, the works on view show
Armenia’s fusion of East and West,
Christian and non-Christian cultures into
a unique and now nearly forgotten
civilization.

Treasures in Heaven has received major
funding from the National Endowment
for the Humanities and the Lila Wallace-
Reader’s Digest Fund. Additional sup-
port has been provided by the Hagop
Kevorkian Foundation and Arcana
Foundation.

Charles E. Pierce, Jr., director of the
Library, commented: “This is, I feel, one
of the most exciting and ambitious pro-
jects the Morgan Library has ever under-
taken. We are presenting what will be for
many an essentially new chapter in
medieval art and history. Most of us are
very aware of the troubled and often trag-
ic history of the Armenian people during
this century. But it is only in the past
decade that the story of Armenia’s early
history and brilliant periods of cultural
achievement have begun to receive the
attention they so richly merit. The exhibi-
tion will be a revelation for scholar and
layman alike.”

Richly painted and often bound in sil-
ver and jewels, the Gospel Book played a
unique and central role in Armenian life.
As the receptacle of the word of God they
were venerated by their owners as a per-
petual offering on their behalf—"a trea-
sure in heaven.” Although sculpture and
mural paintings were created, illuminat-
ed manuscripts, and most notably the
illuminated Gospel Book, was Armenia’s
chief form of artistic expression. Gospel
Books also served as chronicles, preserv-
ing and transmitting religious doctrine
and historical records across the
centuries. ,

Although countless thousands of these
manuscripts were destroyed in the course
of Armenia’s turbulent history, the large
number that do survive testifies to the
central importance of the Gospel Book of
Armenia.

Zealously guarded for centuries in
church treasuries or hidden away as pre-
cious family heirlooms, many of these
manuscripts were brought to the United
States during the mass murders and
deportations of Armenians in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. Today they
form an artistic resource of incomparable
value. Treasures in Heaven marks the first
time that the finest and most representa-
tive examples of Armenian manuscript
illumination in this country have been
exhibited as a group.

The works on view range from a rare
10th-century Gosepls to manuscripts pro-
duced as late as the 18th century in the
far-flung communities of the Armenian
diaspora. Highlights includes the Gospel
of the Priest (966), the oldest Armenian
illuminated manuscript in America; a
13th century Gospels regarded as the
masterpiece of Armenia’s greatest illumi-
nator, Toros Roslin; and the Gladdzor
Gospels, the most important manuscript
produced in the great monastery of
Gladzor.

The exhibition has been organized by a

The dazzling, jeweled, enameled and gilt-silver repousse covers of this
Gospels (1475) are pre-eminent examples of the important silversmith
work carried out during the late 17th century by the Armenian refugee
communities in Kayseri. The silversmith is unknown. This is from the col-
lection at the Walters Art Gallery, Baltimore, and will be part of the exhibit
at The Pierpont Morgan Library in New York City which will open May 4.

team of scholars under the co-direction of
Thomas Mathews, professor of art history
at New York University’s Institute of Fine
Arts and one of the world’s leading schol-
ars of Armenian art, and Roger Wieck,
the Morgan Library’s associate curator of
medieval and Renaissance manuscripts.

Treasures in Heaven is accompanied by a
fully illustrated catalogue, published by
the Morgan Library in association with
Princeton University Press. The publica-
tion is the first comprehensive introduc-
tion in English to the art, history, social
and religious context, and techniques and
materials of Armenian illuminated manu-
scripts ($69.50 hard cover; $35 paper).

Following the Morgan Library show-
ing, Treasures in Heaven will travel to
Baltimore’s Walters Art Gallery, where it
will be on view from August 28-October
23,1994.

THE ARMENIAN GOSPEL BOOK:
A TREASURE IN HEAVEN

Although Gospel Books became obso-
lete in the rest of the Christian world by
about the 10th century, they remained the
single most common type of book in
Armenia through out the medieval peri-
od and well into the 16th and 17th centu-
ry. As a result, the Armenian Gospel
book today provides the most complete
surviving record of the art, history, reli-
gion, and society of Armenia for a period
of more than one thousand years.

All levels of Armenian society commis-
sioned and cherished Gospel Books,
which they regarded as a perpetual “trea-
sure in heaven,” ensuring eternal salva-
tion for them and their family. There are
numerous accounts of entire communities
pooling their resources to acquire these
precious objects.

Miraculous powers were often attrib-
uted by the Armenians to their Gospel
Books, which were given names such as
“Savior of all” and “Resurrector of the
Dead.” If a manuscript fell into the hands
of the infidel, it would be ransomed just
like a captive king.

Iconographically, these Gospel Books
became a storehouse of images express-
ing many of the unique aspects of
Armenia’s form of Christian faith and rit-

ual. The numerous inscriptions by the
owners and makers of Gospel Books are
an invaluable source of historical infor-
mation, ranging from commentaries on
major political events to personal
tragedies. Stylistically, the illustrations
reveal the Armenian illuminators’ extra-
ordinary way of assimilating the widely
diverse cultures with whom they had
contact—from Islam and Byzantium, to
France and Italy—into their own distinct-
ly Armenian form of artistic expression.
These volumes also bear witness to the
universality of the Gospel Book in
Armenian culture: in addition to manu-
scripts by highly skilled, sophisticated
painters, we find large number of
Gospels also being produced by untu-
tored laymen and priests.

“Traditional studies have tended to
portray Armenian art as an essentially
derivative culture,” commented Professor
Mathews. “In this exhibition, however,
we present the most recent and revision-
ary view of Armenian art, revealing the
degree to which there is continuity along-
side change. Indeed, it is this very open-
ness to change and freedom to experi-
ment, while still remaining faithful to old
traditions, that is a hallmark of Armenian
art down to modern times. It is significant
that the greatest Armenian artist of the
20th century, Arshile Gorky, saw his
painting as inspired by the work of
medieval Armenian illuminators!”

THE GOSPELS OF THE PRIEST

The exhibition begins with the second
oldest surviving Armenian illuminated
manuscript in the world, the “Gospels of
the Priest,” dated 966 (Baltimore, Walters
Art Gallery). The manuscript will be dra-
matically displayed inside a 10-foot scale
model of an early medieval Armenian
church. This is intended to underscore for
visitors the central importance of the
Gospel Book in the Armenian service and
also to provide an introduction to another
important aspect of Armenian culture—
church architecture.

The “Gospels of the Priest,” written
and probably illustrated by a priest
named Sargis, is painted in a bold, naive
style, with a love of decorative patterning

and bright colors. Clearly the work of a
non-professional, the manuscript stands
at the head waters of the folk tradition of
Armenian manuscript painting, which
develops alongside the more sophisticat-
ed court style.

The exhibition also features “golden
paintings” of the Cilician period, notably
the work of the Cilician illuminator Toros
Roslin, regarded as the greatest of all
Armenian painters; manuscripts made in
the region around Lake Van; the Gospels
of the priest Khatchatur of Khizan; and
manuscripts of the diaspora including
some from New Julfa, Constantinople,
Aleppo, and Kayseri.

During the course of the exhibition
the Library will also present an exhibi-
tion video, shown several times daily;
guided tours; and a free, 10-page
gallery guide. In conjunction with
Treasures in Heaven, the Morgan
Library is also presenting an interna-
tional, scholarly symposium (May 21-
22), a 5-part lecture series, and a
concert of Armenian music.

The Library, located at 29 East 36th
Street (at Madison Avenue), is open
Tuesday through Friday, 10:30 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.; Saturday, 10:30 a.m. to
6:00 p.m.; Sunday, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00
p.m.; and closed Mondays and major
holidays. The suggested contribution
is $5 for adults and $3 for students
and senior citizens.

Exhibition Book

Accompanying the exhibit is a 288
page book, intended as a resource
for both the general public and the
specialist.

Prepublication price (until April 1)
$59.95 hard cover; $30 soft cover
After April 1: $69.50 hardcover;
$35 soft cover.

To order, contact:

The Morgan Library Book Shop
29 East 36th St., NYC 10016
1-800-861-0001.

Upcoming Events
Armenian Religious
Education Council
(AREC)

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Contemporary Ethical Issues & the
Armenian Apostolic Church

A one-day seminar (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) at
St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church
of Philadelphia. Fee for the seminar is
$10.00 ($5.00 for students), which
includes registration, lenten luncheon
and refreshments.

MARCH 11-13, 1994

Young Adults & the Search for Meaning,
Faith and Commitment, a weekend
retreat for young adults (ages 18-35) at
Liebenzell Retreat Center, Schooley’s
Mountain, NJ. Registration fee: $70.00
($35.00 for students), includes all pro-
gram costs, two nights’ lodging, five
meals and refreshments.

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
Teacher Training Seminar for the New
England region Sunday School teachers

at S5t. Gregory Armenian Apostolic
Church, North Andover, Mass.




Karl and Emma Sogoian Honored as

Prince and Princess af Cilicia

Mr. and Mrs. Karl and Emma Sogoian with Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and Rev.
Dr. Gorun Shrikian and Yeretzgin Arpineh Shrikian. The Sogoians were given the
Prince and Princess of Cilicia insignia on January 16 in Dearborn, Michigan.

Mr. and Mrs. Karl and Emma Sogoian
of Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, were hon-
ored on Sunday, January 16, in the pres-
ence of hundreds of friends who came to
witness the bestowing of the Prince and
Princess of Cilicia insignia on the popular
couple who are generous contributors to

countless Armenian organizations and’

churches.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian presented
the awards to the Sogoians on behalf of
His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia during a banquet
presented by St. Sarkis Church in
Dearborn, in honor of the couple.
Archbishop Ashjian praised “this excep-
tional couple” who have given generous-
ly without discrimination to a host of
Armenian organizations.

In an encyclical, read by Archdeacon
Manouk Derovakimian, His Holiness
said:

“We have had the pleasure of your
friendship for many years, and we are
well aware of your generous and
thoughtful philanthropic endeavors.
Through your noble humanitarian spirit
you were able to translate your life into a
life of dediction to the Armenian nation,
making it a part of your everyday life. For
many years, without interruption and
with faith and diligence, you shared the
fruits of your labor with the children of
your nation...All of this, your work, your
good deeds, you performed in an ecu-
menical spirit without discrimination.
You lived and live, you served and serve
as a total Armenian. You remained above
parochilism and served as a pure
Armenian— the children of one church
and one nation. Responding to the
request of His Eminence Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of the Eastern
United States and Canada, who recog-
nizes and sincerely appreciates your
endeavors, to which we add our love and
our high esteem...with this Pontifical
Encyclical we bestow upon you the
insignia of Prince and Princess of Cilicia.”

The high esteem the Sogoians com-
mand was clearly seen by the large num-
ber in attendance and the cross-section of
official representation from the communi-
ty including the following: Very Rev.
Baret Yeretzian, St. John’s Armenian
Church; Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Vahan
Tootikian, Armenian Congregational
Church of Detroit; Mrs. Rose Gerjekian,
St. Sarkis Church Ladies’ Guild; Mr. &
Mrs. Garabed Darakdjian, St. Sarkis Mr. &
Mrs. Club; Mr. Michael Hagopian, ARF.
Azadamard Gomideh; Mr. Larry
Avedisian, Armenian Community Center;
Mrs. Arpine Garbooshian, Hamazkain
Armenian Cultural and Educational
Association; Mrs. Meline Karjian, A.R.S.
Mid-Council of Detroit; Mr. Manuel
Karjian, Homenetmen of Detroit; Mrs.
Mary Jo Agbabian, Armenian Ren-
aissance Association; Ms. Angela
Varvarian, Perservation of Armenian
Heritage; Mr. Osep Sarafian, Cultural
Society of Armenians from Istanbul; and

many representatives on behalf of the
Detroit Armenian Women's Club.

Karl Kaloust Sogoian was born on
December 18, 1924, in Detroit, Michigan,
son of Paravon and Haiganoush Sogoian.
He had five sisters and one brother: Eva,
Mary, Nishan, Gloria, Virginia and
Eleanor. His father was a devoted family
man and dedicated community member
who encouraged his children to get
involved in the Armenian Community.
Kaloust’s involvement with the Armenian
community started at the Zavarian Club,
where he joined his father. Kaloust, by
this time known as Karl, graduated from
Western High School and continued his
education at the Detroit Institute of
Technology, graduating with a B.S. in
Mechanical Engineering.

From the beginning he wanted to have
his own business because, in his words,
he “never wanted anybody to tell him
what to do.” With perseverance and
relentless efforts in 1951 he was able to
open a modest machine shop, which from
a humble beginning, grew into a success-
ful auto parts manufacturing company,
due to his vision, ingenuity and tireless
hours of work.

Karl’s love affair with machines made
him an avid motorcycle and sports car
rider, covering every state from east to
west, north to south. Because of his love
toward the machine, he made every effort
to produce quality parts for smooth and
reliable performance. Car manufacturers
loved his trouble-free quality parts and he
loved their long-term contracts.

In 1955, while attending an Armenian
community dinner in the old Hye Getron,
to quote Karl: “I was bored and slumber-
ing when suddenly in the audience I
noticed a pretty face. And I asked who is
that lady? I would like to meet her.” That
lady was Ms. Emma Tabibian from
Constantinople, visiting relatives in
Detroit.

Emma is the daughter of Dr. Stepan
and Perouz (Gulbenkian) Tabibian. She
has two sisters, Mary and Araxi, both in
Constantinople with families of their
own. Unfortunately, Emma lost her father
at a young age, but her dedicated mother
raised Emma and her sisters to the best of
her ability. Karl and Emma were married
in 1956 and formed a warm and hos-
pitable Armenian home.

Rev. Dr. Gorun Shrikian, pastor of St.
Sarkis Church, speaking of the honorees
saluted their dedication to each other and
the Armenian community. “They partici-
pate in every church and community
activity and donate to all cultural, reli-
gious, benevolent and political organiza-
tions, on the local and national level. The
beauty of their philanthropy is they give
to all churches and organizations.”

Their service to the community and the
nation is not limited to philanthropic acts.
They have taken the time, sometimes
with great difficulty and large amounts of
money, to locate and purchase from auc-
tions and individuals Armenian manu-

(Continued on page 8)
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LphunnGbwlub GYtnkghG hpphit wuwnnuwdwdwpyuahlt fwununmpmg,
mbkhgwd k b ntn Y'mbEGw) hp wGdhGp Gmpphiwp AipnuGlipm finyp. At-
pnuGlp' npnGp ppklGg Yawhlpny wprnwiwintght UibwnwpwGhG 62dwp-
wmphGakpp:

Yhwlph ophGwyp rwuwhwpwynipbwl dhdwgnib b wikGLG Junbpw-
Yuwl vhapnunb k, npny Ywupkih £ Gd2wpunmpmb ¥p yinfuwbGgbi:

Utip GYkntginy umpplipm Yhwlpp upwhybjwfimu wundnemGG £ Yhwb-
pmy wwypnwd, wpnugupnmuwd wibnwpwliwywG uhpng, fwmwwnmph me juwsh
YEwGphG: LphunnGbwlwt tytntkginy umpptipm nuytw) 2npwihG vEY qbk-
nkghy onwyG & Umpp Uwpgqhu qopwywpp, npmG At yp shomh Guhwnw-
YmphiGp hp Uwpwnppnu npriniG &y pwe GhquiyhgGhipnG: Ukp byntging b
dnnympnh wdkGEG dnmnyprwywl umppbpkG JEYG E, npmG winiGny GYk-
ntghltin nm dwwnmnbtip yunmgmud GG nwpbp 2wupmGuly: UG juaG Yapwym)
wntn quwd £ ¥tp qpuijuimptwub dte:

&nu hwywaqhdh ke GotGp, np GwjubGwlwb GyLnkginy umppbpm 2wpphG
uke Yp fiwGnpwhbp tpym UwpghuGlinm, dkyp” Unipp Uwpghu, np hp Rwgnu
qhGwyhghlG Atwn Yp GuwhAwwwynih Uwpupdhwinup opny, Mmdwith Ynsmwd
pwnuphG vk, widd Uniphny E-Prwuwik punwphG vk (303 pniph): bp
Gwhiwmnwimpbbki tinp, punuwpep pbp winbny Yp Ynynih Uapdhnwnyhu,
nwnGwny vhwdwdwlwy GowGwinp nijunwyugp vp: Gguinky Yp Gufw-
wwynih Gub ¥ip unipp dwfwi SnnpelGughG, G- nwpmi:

Bpypnpny. Unmpp Bwpqhup, pinAwbpuwtu viqh dwiop Umipp Uwpghub E,
np pp npnyGt Uwpinhpnup e pp 14 ghGminpGipmG Aiwn Yp GuwAwnwymp
Nupuywuwnwbh dte, . nwpnt Gpypnpy Yhumd:

Umpp Uwpgpu . nupnt wnwehlG pwnnpnhG Yp swnwikp AnndbwlwG,
firnwquihG' prqubnulyuG pwGwyhG vke, UnunwGnpuGnu dE§ Ywyukp o-
my: UG dwgnuing Yuwwnnyyhwgh tp: «Guwnmdng inghny Y'inwp, hpptiu
2Gnpfiwh wyp Up», Y'puk hp YhGuwghpp:

YnuunmwGnhwlnu pphumnGtmphiGp wiwnwywb Ypolp Yp Answyk pp
Yuiupmpbwl uwAdwGGbpkG Ghipu: Unpp Uwpghu Ywwph pphunninGuy wegty
wnwphbGh Yawbp vp: UG Yp uluh pulint] hp p2luwbnipetiwG nwwly qunlninng
VEAGWGGEPG m Ahpwinuwyub wwounwdniiph yuiptipp m winGg wtin Yp
ApUGE EynbkghlGtp:

Unuwnwlnhwbnuh Gt pp quuwlyGhpnbG ywhkG twnp, 361G Yuubpwywb
qwhf Yp pwpdpwbuy 3mppwlnu Ywiupp, Swhop' Nipuagnn wlmGny: UG k-
wnwunun Ypuy yipwuGqbtiim Aipwinuniyehbp: ‘nyG dhenghG, wuwnmu-
SwiphG yjwynmpbtwdp Unpp UwpghupG Yp phpunpnih AinwGuwy Yugupni-
phwl vwidwGGEpEG: Qupswpwlpl nt Awjwdwlpp Yp YEpulupl pphunnG-
hwGbpniG nku:

U.ju vhenghG, Unipp Uwnghu hp Uwpinhpnu npnhhG G 14 Auawwnwphd
qhlGninpGipmG Atiwn Yp |pk bp AwypEGwlywG Epyppp G Ywlglh Gup' dw-
jwuwnwb, fiwgng Shpwl pwqwinphG Yow, np ¥&d wwwnmGlpny Yp Apppt-
Yuk UnippG me hp minbiyhgGlipp: Gpp 8nihwlnub wpunwGphG jnipp Yp
fiwuGh dwiwunwb, Shpwt pwgwinp Yp phiwnpk Unmpp Uwnpqpu qopw-
ywphG, np hp fiiwnbEnpnbipny wGgbh NMwpuluumnwt, Cwwynif UippwihG
pny: &nG Unippp vbd pGnnmibGhpmptwi YwupdwGubuy: UG AunuwnwpdopkG
Up dwnuik puwquunphl e AwdwpdwyopkG Yp pwpngk pphuwnGiEnippp:
Uppwi ubtilk Gwnp winp pwewgnpdniehGGtnt nt puph Awdpup, quil go-
nugnifu Yp Jupgk, wwownwywlhim fwdwp yupuuwl vwidwGwgnfup,
Znndh bk pwppwpnuGlpnt wpzunwGpGiptG:

Smphwlnu juuwht Yp 2wpmbuyt Awpudwipp pGnnbd pphunnnGiwGbpn.:
UG pp pwlwyGtpny Yp Awubh dhGebt wwpuluwwl uvwhvwbp: Umpp Uwp-
ghu qopwywphG ymppweht puwlwyp Yp vwpuunhh: Unippp uwluyl wnop-
pny Yp uywnwqhGt hp ghGwlhgGtpp, npnlp Yp ywennhG wwpnniebwb
Jwwnbbl] 8nijhwlnup pwlwyp: Uyu dhenghl nt wyu jwnewlwlyti twnp,
Yupq up qopwluwbltp GujuwGalt wwpmwd, Cwwynif pugquinphl dow Yp
swpwluoutiG Unipp Uwpghup, hpplie Unpnpliglnn: Cwwnif Yp nhut junpu-
JuwiympebwG, m pwiwnpwpwp ywiwn Yp fpwnhpk UnippG me wGnp npnhg,
quinlGp uywGGEn phnunnpmpbwdp: Ywpnhpnu SwwnAhG Ynnut 'hp-
pwy Auwgpp Apuippbnt wwpwwn, puyg Gwhwwwpfhb p2Gwdh ghGninpGipm
Ynnuk Yp dkppwlywinih: Unipp Uwpqhu hp wnopplhpny Ywquank npnhG:
Uhw ynnuk, Uwpghu Y'pdwlwy CwwmfhG ywp dvinwnpniphiGp, fknbow-
pun, hp qhlGuyhgGlpp Yp ehiwnpbG hpkb stppw) CwwnifpG pny, wy -
nwlw] 2ppwbkG: Unippp uwwyl Yp dtindt phjwnpwlpp Gt pbp quiwyhG m
pwlh vp qopuwblkpmb fiktwn Yp GEpluwywGuy wppwihG: Cwwmh Yp npp-
wuwnt Uwnqhuh Awiwwmpl nt pusmpmGp:

Unhpp Yp GEpYwiwGuy CwwnifhG, hpwgnpdkim hp Guuwnwyp: Guw-
tdGhpm Gnihpmuwd vkE§ AwlnhumpbwG vp pGewgphG, Uwpghu Yp dapdk
wuwnmwdbtpmb yjwpqubp pGwikim Cwwynfh ApwhiwGqp, juwpnGhpny np
hGp vhuG Y'ipypywak dvhwy G2dwphwn Uunmdng: @ wquinpp uwuwhy
quipugwd' Yp Aipwhwbol quib npwiwluwy pwlwwpyb):

Rninp uywnGwhplkpp wiqop Yp YGwh wwpfiwdnglint Unippp, np hp
dtinph onpwibiny Yp qupll UERGwGh YninphpniG G Yp hopt quilinGp: Ugu
udhenghl Yp Guwhuwnwymhp Twpwhpnu npphG: b ytipgny Yp Gwhwwnwynih
Gwbr Unmpp Uwpqhu, pwquinphG ApwfwbqhG Ghpwpymwd sppjwinil
fiwdwp: Uju nkwpp Yp ywwnwhh 362-363 pniuljuGhG:

% % X

Lhwnwppppwlul t ghnGwy, np dnpnymwlul AunwinwhpGipmG vte
Unipp Uwpghup Yngmwd t Gupdwy QLhwann, np iniG wnehly vp Ynwwwo-
wnmpekGEG nwnpdh Yp ptipk:

U. Bwpqhuh moGhG dndwwwfimpetwt 3pn opp, 2npipwppeh kphynitwd,
MpupwGymp Awuywl wwb vt Yp wwwpwuwnikp gnpbGh pnypud wpi-
nEG G fuwnnnh nmwkG ppdmuwd whnigbnkG, np Yp Ynymtp nugnye: Ugu wi-
GnigbnkGp Yp npmkp UEs mwawnh vp vke, fuwgh GowG vp Ypwh, pwpdp nw-
pwbh ¥p Yypwh Yp npmkp wipnne ghptyp, wyb funp fwwwnpny, np Unipp
Uuwipghu hp dhny whinp quy bt whnipnkGhG ypuy dhni wwnhG ftnpp
whwh eanni: Gpaynibw G’ wGbghGhpp Yp AwrwpnikhG wwb Guwhiwwbnhl
2mne, npnib wnopptl Gwnp nuwinpp Aunwuwpwwku Yp pwdGnikp nwG
whnwuGkpnG:

«UGqhp nupniemG G AhG unynpmehiGGlpy qpphG Uty Up YwpnwiGp.

2up. kg 8
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Upwi-Udpwwn owynitwb

Blwp wluwpfi, ybAi n wph,

B w6 optG uhGabv wyuop,
Uwnhymbgup

dwnhy qtlph, Unkl wwipwp,

«dwuf dwyptGiw’g, ywuG Shumuh»:

Rwp2lutighp qhp-vwqunwe, kipg n wwp,
Cniponp wdtiGmoG, fAuwiwuwnp,

M YpnjuwnkG'

Unig m 2w, YEwhp nwdwd,

Pwdhl ptigh uwnmwgwn:

lowskghG phq, uwekpny Ypwy Gnpwlnp
UGG JugpywG, dwy' m op,

YmG wphlnyn wGwpwin

Nwfiighp Awiunng' nt Ainny wwpwpn:
@t yppwinp, ekl vwhiiwdtng,

Quwhip Lnwunnpeht wwhkghp whywp:

Swnwewgwn dhpe uwpuwihwd, dh'2n lupnjuwn,
Gpp nupdwl jpunwp npupkppe.. win™u...
CnuGyny Ukiupnwh, inghny dwiytiwG,

Swnhkghp wyptipn 2pG Upwupunnhl...

UGot"n kp nunhn...:

dkpwuwpkp Ehp -h7G; Apw2p-

U.yphy dp ubt, ywhiwuthpun,

NG 07, Awlwnp, Guwhwwnmwynin™ pugnpehl,
An"1G" whpdpnGlph wnph™ip Yawbph.

Np ykpptipn whh, Jwhh

Ubkpwdhghp junpewluwyh” m nyup™..:

UnnenilGt~v Ltiq Gu wyuop,

Qtnpny nnnnng, gpgny Yunpn,

M ApwGo'n £ uhpwu... Awdwy Unpunp,
UL™n' nt qnpny,

b pwowqu'pd QwymphiG.

Uwphu qupk™p nbin fwqoup

by uppuwgwd Ulqq wiGymaG:

OmGh'y wGywh, np ynnwuunp jupwd upwnhn,
Ubkpwdtghp énnh nwiwp,

Mpyt wyuop GnwagniGn dwnpwlwyh,

upn” unuwpwp nkwh Vwuhu Yp dSwowdh...:

o'n'n Awdpniptid dtinptpn pm, Un"ipp-Uppng,
QwGEwn, wnopp, wwipwn, wphl
UGuuwpunbh” duyniehl,

M Rtgh A, L Ypnws,

WhpwywqGwd, wph’, wquwn,
UwpdGwgnuip ywpmpbwb dp Apwawh,

2wy SupmGp

QuwiywumnuwGu Twihubwi...:

ULGskupepp, Hhywn. 12, 1993

UNRPR UULPEDPU up b 720

«Unju wnehyGlp i thhuwgmGlp GniG opp, 2nphp2wpeh, enp plheGin Yp
ohGhG G ppkGig wmGlpnt wwGhpGipnt ypwy Yp GG Bpp wonu ¥p Yud
pnsniG ¥p quy b wyn pibep Yingwhwpk, m jumgny n'p Ynndp np wwGh
Yywd nip np dqk, hpkGg npudbkep wib YonukG quip Yp gnawyhlis:

buly dwbh vt Yp Yuwwwpnih wiuwku. «Mppwe Gpiyny wibp Yp 2wnkl
it qununGopkG Yp wwhAkl wGymG up, wnopplln wpunwuwbkiny, npwtugh
ytu qhotiphG' Unipp Uwpghu hp &hny whglh wGYE tr wwypnhl fitnpp aqk,
JudnppG EphupG ypwy: dw”y wyb wnewd, npmG judnphG puy wuyinhG
Gowlp syuaye..»:

Umpp Uwpghu vtp dnnnympphG YpoGwjwl-pupbwuanuywl YawGph
Uk npuwmwd £ Gut hpplit wywownwwb wn hylhpn, pdhoY mwbnwg, UEd
pwpbjuou wn Vwwnmwd, gunkpm thwpwwnhy e fipwawqnpd:

QupUtnwln dwipkp Y'EpgtG Unipp Uwpghuh Gnihpmuwd tpgln, Mip-
pwprtG |nju Cwpwpe gqh2tp, hpkGg AwpubGgnm wnehyltipmb pwiun julinptm
fidwp: Unu wGp Gdny2 ¥p thohwy GpalipkG:

Unmipp Uwpghu, pnGk gqownhu,

SmG m tpnhp, wnlGmG nuwply:

Umpp Uwpqhu, pnGk qownpu,

Smp quuuwyhu, uhpwywbhu,

Uptit, 1nju thbiuwy, qnpwy jnuGlug,
. Uinmnp punnp, pwe dhwinp:

Viwlnmptwl wwhywimdp dtiq Yp ywht dtp Guwjuwfwpg Yewbpp m-
nhhG Yypwi: Mnh vp, npuk pGpwGuwip wivon Aipwdwiwlwh wifipwdtiz-
wmphi k, @npgnitwb ghinh quiwybtpmu Awdwn, npwkgh Yupbkh pppwg
lwnpwhwpk] WUEG nhuwyp Ginmptwig Gt ndniwpmpbwbg, b fjuGnhp dp
wqah wipnn swywl Gpuwglpmb b dqumuGapmG ppuwywbugdwi:

Utynifi ©. 4pn. Uwpqhubwb

Book Review

In Search of Spiritual Life:

An Armenian Christian Miscellany
Karekin II (Catholicos of the Great
House of Cilicia)

New York, Armenian Prelacy, 1994. 285
pp-. $10.00.

Reviewed by Pierre Papazian

Spirituality is not a common topic of
discussion in our times. The growing
secularization of our society has rele-
gated spirituality, morality and religion
to lesser roles in the lives of people.
When the subject of spirituality does
come up, it is usually as a last-resort
response to a personal or communal
crisis. This is probably because religion
is most often thought of as a personal
and private belief distinct from every-
day life, espedally in the United States
and other countries where the separa-
tion of church and state places an
effective, if invisible, barrier between
the secular and the sacred.

In this collection or “miscellany” (as
the author calls it), the idea of spiritual-
ity and religious values is not seen or
regarded as something andillary to our
lives, but as fundamental to all aspects
of human activity. In speaking of the
“spiritual life,” His Holiness does not
refer to a separate, monastic existence,
but to the amalgamation of the spiritual
with the secular so that the spiritual
becomes part of one’s life in all of its
aspects, not something apart to turn to
in crisis or on spedal occasions.

This book is a collection of sermons
or sermon-like messages, addresses,
essays, etc., by Karekin II, Catholicos of
the Great House of Cilida. It was
originally published in Antelias,
Lebanon, in 1991 by the press of the
Catholicate of Cilida. Part I of the
book, consisting of nine pieces, is
entitled, “Christmas: Call to Rebirth.”
These are sermon-like messages origi-
nally addressed to people within the
“spiritual jurisdiction” of the Cilician
See. The connecting theme among the
nine addresses is the mystery of the
Lord’s incarnation, i.e., the Dirth of
Jesus.

Part II of the book is called “An
Armenian Christian Miscellany” be-
cause it is a collection of essays (for
want of a better word) unrelated to any
single theme, although it could be said
that as a group they relate to life and its
deeper meaning going from the past
into the future.

In the foreword, His Holiness asks,
“Is there a better, more profound and
more authentic joy than to search for
truth in and for one’s own life?” While
the answer to his question may be easy
for the serious seeker after truth, the
actual search for the truth of which he
speaks is difficult.The vision of one’s
own life must perforce be subjective
and any search for truth in one’s own
life must likewise be colored by one’s
own mentality and experience. For the
Christian Armenian, the truth in and
for one’s own life may be sought, if
not always found, through the tenets of
Christianity.

In the first part of the book, devoted
to Christmas, the author dwells on the
meaning of Christmas, the Nativity, the
coming of the Lord. He speaks of
Christmas as a gift to mankind from the
Creator, an almost forgotten concept in
these days of the commerdalization of
Christmas with its frenetic buying
sprees for “gifts.” But as His Holiness
reminds us, “...life is a gift of God;
...not to be owned as an ornament or an
award or as an honorary title, but to be
lived as a vocation, with a purpose, a
sense of meaning and wisdom.”

Approaching the end of the millen-
nium, with the year 2000 just six years
away, the ideas, the thoughts, the
prayerful wishes expressed in these
messages are quite relevant to our lives

today, although they were written (or
spoken) over the course of the last few

KAREKIN II

IN SEARCH OF SPIRITUAL LIFE

years. In both the life of Christianity
and of the Armenian nation, it is a
challenging and crucial time when we
“are called today to make the decade
stretched between 1990 and 2000 a time
of national regeneration...”

Part II consists of eighteen essays
and is more than three times longer
than the first part. Although this part is
a “miscellany” of unrelated pieces, it
has, of course, a common thread, that
of spirituality and moral value, running
through the individual pieces. The
underlying theme is the message of
Christianity and its meaning in the live
of people, and more spedfically, in the
lives of Armenians. The author deftly
intertwines the tenets of Christianity
and the values of Armenian life into the
tapestry of the history of the last two
thousand years. He then shows the
reader that these tenets and values are
not merely abstractions, but the foun-
dation for growth and progress into the
future.

Because of the variety of the pieces
in this book, it may be said, to para-
phrase Francis Bacon, some are to be
tasted, and some to be chewed and
digested, but all to be read with dili-
gence and attention. Yet none of them
is beyond the grasp of the average
reader. These are not theological trea-
tises, but discussions of spiritual values
expressed in terms both elegant and
cogent. In recent times two Armenian
churchmen were endowed with this
uncommon ability: one was the late
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan and the
other is Catholicos Karekin II of the
Great House of Cilicia.

Sogoians Honored
(Continued from page 7)

scripts, especially illuminated manu-
scripts. Many of the purchases may have
been lost to the Armenian nation had they
not purchased them and made them part
of their private collection.

The banquet included dinner music on
the piano by Margaret Lafian; remarks by
John Manoogian, Chairman of the Board
of Trustees; musical selections on the
piano by. Emma Bagdasarian and final
words by the honorees who expressed
deep thanks to Catholicos Karekin,
Archbishop Ashjian, and all those who
came to share this special day with them.

To be willing is only half
the task.

ARMENIAN PROVERB




