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An elderly woman receives her monthly allotment to supplement
her small pension. The Prelacy currently provides assistance to
2,200 retirees in Yerevan.

Josephine Gulamerian of New York.
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It was midnight of September 7, 1992.
Twenty-two year old Mkhitar Tizian, his
older brother, Dikran, and a friend were
placing mines on the border of Armenia
with Azerbaijan at Vahan to prevent the
Azeris from attacking the town. The
Azeris were firing their guns. All of a
sudden, an Azeri bullet hit the mine in
Mkhitar’s hands. Both hands were blown
off, both eyes lost, and his face severely
cut in several places. A silver cross—a gift
from his mother—hanging around his
neck prevented a piece of shrapnel from
piercing his heart. The shrapnel sliced the
cross in half, but saved his life.

“I felt no pain. My body was in great
heat from the shock,” the young hero
says quietly. He was critically injured
from his chest down to his knees. “I
couldn’t see and tried to raise my hands
to my face, then I felt I had no hands.”
Unconscious, he was taken to a local hos-
pital, then rushed by ambulance to the
Mikaelyan Institute in Yerevan where for
three hours, seven doctors operated on
his face, chest and legs. -

Four days later, he was sent to the eye
hospital, where doctors said he would
not survive the operation. Mkhitar insist-
ed, “I still did not know then that I had
lost my eyes. I told them to put a Bible on
my chest and take me to the operating
room. I knew that with the Bible, God
would help me. And I didn’t die in the

Archbishop Ashjian with children at Nor Kharpert orphanage for
Handicapped Children where he distributed new jackets to all the

We are saved by hope.
Romans 8:24
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Prelacy
forts,

Artsakh.

—

The 300,000

assembled and delivered.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian returned from
a 7-day visit to Armenia as this issue of
OUTREACH was going to press.
nence went to Armenia to confer with the
staff in Yerevan which oversees the
s charitable and humanitarian ef-
including the recent ‘‘Easter Basket
of Hope’’ campaign. The baskets of food
reached families before Easter. The next
issue of OUTREACH will give full details
about this successful food drive as well as
the other Prelacy projects in Armenia and

eggs purchased for the food baskets were
kept in a refrigerated trailer until the baskets were

His Emi-

Silver Cross Saves Life of Freedom Fighter
by Florence Avakian

Mkhitar Tizian who was serigusly wounded near the border of Armenia and
Azerbaijan was brought to the United States by the Prelacy following a personal
request of Mrs. Lucia Ter Petrosyan. Twenty year old Mkhitar lost both of his
hands and both eyes and sustained other wounds. Several specialists have
donated their services and as this story relates while it has been found that
nothing can be done to restore his eyesight, doctors in Chicago hope to be able to

develop hands and fingers for Mkhitar.

”

operation,” he says, a huge smile crossing
his scarred face.

His brother and friend, both seriously
injured and also hospitalized at
Mikaelyan, left the hospital before he did,
and quickly returned to their self-defense
positions on the front. (In the family, a 28-
year-old has been killed, and a 23-year-
old severely wounded, both first cousins).
Mkhitar stayed in the hospital for four
and half months, his younger brother,
Vartan, 19, becoming his hands and eyes,
taking care of his every need. “In spirit,
we are one,” says Mkhitar.

Two weeks ago, Mkhitar and Vartan
arrived in the United States where
Mkhitar said he hoped medical science
could rehabilitate him “so I can go back
and fight for my country.” The two broth-
ers were brought here by the Prelacy fol-
lowing a personal request by Mrs. Lucia

Der Bedrosian to Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, the Prelate.

Several specialists are donating their
services. New Jersey ophthalmologist Dr.
Kourken Chorbajian examined Mkhitar
last week, but saw there was no hope for
the recovery of his sight. Orthopedic sur-
geon Dr. Armen Kelikian—son of the
renowened Dr. Hampar Kelikian—and
Dr. Daniel Nagle, at Northwestern
University Hospital in Chicago, hope to
develop hands and fingers. On their
arrival at O'Hare Airport in Chicago, the
brothers were greeted and helped by Rev.
Father Shahe Panossian, pastor of the All
Saints” Apostolic Church, and Dr. Levon
Topouzian, who found them lodging.

Mkhitar was born and grew up in the
border town of Garmir, in northeastern
Armenia. His mother is a teacher, and his
late father was the vice principal of a

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian,
Vicar-General of Canada, with the staff in front of the Prelacy
office in Yerevan.

it
The bulk foodstuff in the warehouse where the individual packages

were weighed and prepared. Each basket of food contained an Easter
card inscribed with donor’s name.

boarding school. His brother, Dikran, has
been defending his town’s border since
March 1992.

In 1988, at age 17, when the Karabagh
movement started, Mkhitar decided to
help protect his people. He went to mili-
tary school near Volgograd, in Russia,
studying engineering and specializing in
the patrolling of borders. It was the sec-
ond largest military school in the then
Soviet Union, with 3,000 students, includ-
ing 35 Armenians.

Following his graduation as a lieu-
tenant in 1992, and with the Soviet Union
collapsing, he was told to serve as an offi-
cer in Georgia. “I didn’t go because I
want to serve my own people.” He
escaped, returned home, and in June of
1992, expressed a desire to serve on the
border at Garmir.

DEFENSE OF ARDSVASHEN
The following month, he went to
Ardsvashen, a tiny Armenian enclave in
Azerbaijan. [now occupied by Azerbaijan,
but legally a part of the Armenian
Republic—Ed.] Though he was the
youngest in his unit, he was asked to
command one of the four Armenian units
with a total of 150 soldiers, and two
armored vehicles. They were fighting
against 5,000 Azeri soldiers, equipped
with 30 tanks.
“The fighting was very heavy. Because
(Continued on puage 4)
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View of Prelacy & Parish Activities

NRA to Meet in Phila.;
Lady Cox to be Honored

The Eastern Prelacy’s 1994 National
Representative Assembly will take place’
at St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian
Apostolic Church in Philadelphia, May 17
to 20. The Religious Council will convene
beginning Tuesday, May 17. The religious
and lay delegates will begin their com-
bined sessions on Wednesday, May 18,
and continue through Friday, May 20,
culminating with the closing banquet.

Each year during the NRA three local
community leaders are honored and the
annual “Spirit of Armenia” award is pre-
sented to an outstanding individual. The
1994 “Spirit of Armenia” is being award-
ed to Lady Caroline Cox in recognition of
her untiring efforts to bring the true story
of Nagomo-Karabagh to the international
community and her many humanitarian
missions to Karabagh bringing food and
medicine.

“Lady Cox has made many trips to
Karabagh, even in the early years when
travel to the area was arduous and very
dangerous,” said Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian. “We can never forget the aid she
managed to deliver to Karabagh when it
was desperately needed. Many times dur-
ing her trips she was under danger her-
self, once narrowly escaping a grenade
attack on her jeep. However, her commit-
ment to the people of Artsakh never
wavered, but became more determined.
She is truly worthy of this award,” the
Prelate said.

Lady Cox will be presented with the
“Spirit of Armenia” award during a spe-.
cial ceremony on Thursday evening, May
19. During the closing banquet on May
20, “The Man of the Year” award will be
presented to an individual whose name
will be announced shortly. Three mem-
bers of the Philadelphia community will
also be honored for their service to the
church. -

Very Rev. K. Hagopian
Appointed in Canada

At the invitation of the Executive
Council of the Prelacy of the Eastern
United States and Canada, the first
assembly of the Canadian churches and
organizations took place under the presi-
dency of the. Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian; on Saturday, February 19, in
Kingston, Ontario (Canada).

Participating in the meeting were five
clergymen, five representatives of the
Prelacy Executive Council, 12 national
delegates, 30 members of Boards of
Trustees, as well as representatives of
national, cultural, benevolent, athletic
organizations and press representatives.

During the meeting, Archbishop
Ashjian announced the appointment of
Very Rev. Khajag Hagopoian as Vicar
General of Canada. Rev. Hagopian is pas-
tor of Toronto’s Sourp Asdvadzadzin
Armenian Apostolic Church and chair-
man of the Prelacy’s religious council. «

Sts. Ghevontiank Annual Spiritual Seminar
Takes Place in Fort Lauderdale, Florida

The 21st annual clergy seminar, spon-
sored by the Eastern Prelacy, took place
in Florida on the Feast of Sts.
Ghevontiank, Tuesday, February 8 at St.
Gregory the Illuminator Armenian
Apostolic Church.

Seventeen clergymen serving the
Prelacy parishes attended the seminar,
under the presidency of H.E. Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian.

The seminar began Monday evening
with vespers when the clergy entered into
communijon with the model priest, St.
Ghevont, by chanting the Sharagans dedi-
cated to the saint.

Tuesday morning the session opened
with a prayer and words of welcome by
Archbishop Ashjian and Vahram Boyaj-

‘ian, chairman of the Board of Trustees,

who greeted the clergy on behalf of the
community.

Executive officers elected were: Rev.
Torkom Hagopian, chairman and Rev.
Vartan Kassabian, secretary. The assem-

bly sent a telegram to His Holiness

Karekin II, Catholicos of the Great House
of Cilicia, conveying their filial feeling
and congratulating him on his name day.

The Seminar consisted of the following
four lectures, all dealing with the notion
of evil.

1. “Why Evil?” by Very Rev. Khajag
Hagopian.

2. “Natural Disasters,” presented by

Rev. Khachig Megerdichian.

3. “Christ’s Victory Over Evil,” pre-
sented by Rev. Khachig Megerdichian.

4. “Man and Evil,” presented by Rev.
Dr. Mesrob Tashjian.

During the Seminar, Archbishop
Ashjian brought to the attention of the
clergy the issue of celebrating Christmas
on January 6. Questionnaires were sent to
pastors regarding this matter and the
results indicated almost all of the church-
es celebrate Christmas on January 6. His
Eminence encouraged the clergymen to
preserve this tradition and to send press
releases to local non-Armenian newspa-
pers about Armenian Christmas.

During the evening banquet,
Archbishop Ashjian congratulated the
community for organizing the clergy
seminar. Following dinner, the Holy
Liturgy was celebrated with Rev. Krikoris
Kesheshian, Pastor of St. Hagop
Armenian Church in Racine, Wisconsin,
officiating. Since the community does not
have a permanent pastor, the parish-
ioners truly enjoyed the Badarak with the
participation of 18 clergymen.

The Religious Council of the Prelacy
expresses its sincere appreciation to the
Fort Lauderdale community, to the Board
of Trustees, parishioners, and to the
Armenian Relief Society.

—Rev. Nerses Manougian

Director of Buirakan Observatory Visits Prelacy

Professor Edward Khachigian, director
of the Buirakan Astrophysical Obser-
vatory in Armenia , visited the Prelacy
offices on Monday, February 28, where he
met with the Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian. The Buirakan Observatory is
known and respected worldwide, due
largely to the efforts of Professor Victor
Hampartzoumian.

During the visit, Professor Khachigian
and Archbishop Ashjian discussed the
activities of the observatory, its current
problems and future programs. Professor
Khachigian was invited to visit the
United States by Professor Yervant
Terzian, head of the Department of
Astronomy at Cornell University, Ithaca,

New York. Working jointly with Cornell
and Macdonald University in Texas, a
proposal has been prepared for the
Buirakan Observatory which will be sub-
mitted to the National Science Foun-
dation in Washington, D.C. Professor
Khachigian visited NASA headquarters
to discuss the project outlined in the pro-
posal with Professor Dan Weidman, who
is familiar with Buirakan having spent
three months there some years ago.
During his visit with Archbishop
Ashjian, Professor Khachigian presented
a proposal to the Prelate on behalf of the
International Science Center for the
Preservation and Study of Ani. The pri-
mary purpose of this group is to bring to
the attention of the international commu-
nity the pitiful condition of the Cathedral
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of Ani. The Cathedral is in danger of col-
lapsing and repairs must be made imme-
diately.

The Prelate commended Professor
Khachigian for “doing his utmost to help
maintain Armenia’s scientific community
and achievements and to survive through
the current difficult time until life in
Armenia returns to normal.” <

Levon Melik Shahnazarian
And Tsvetana Paskaleva
Visit Prelacy

Mr. Levon Melik Shahnazarian,
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Commission of the Republic of
Mountainous Karabagh and Tsvetana
Paskaleva, a journalist and cinematogra-
pher, visited the Prelacy office on March
7. Accompanying them on their visit with
the Prelate were Tavit Attarian, Mardo
Soghomian, representing the Armenian
National Committee of New York, and
Sherry Melkonian, Director of the ANC
office in Boston.

Mr. Shahnazarian and Ms. Paskaleva
are currently touring the United States to
spearhead fundraising efforts and to
increase public awareness on behalf of
the Republic of Karabagh.

Ms. Paskaleva is a Bulgarian-born film
maker. While studying at the Cine-
matography Institute in Moscow during
the early 1990s she went to the battlefield
of Kedashen to make a documentary
movie as part of her dissertation require-
ments. She was so emotionally captivated
with the events there that she decided to
live amongst the Karabaghtzis. Currently
her home is in Stepanakert. During her
stay in the United States she is promoting
the documentary she produced which she
hopes will be shown in the United States.

Although Mr. Shahnazarian is a native
of Kirovabad, he spent most of his life in
Tashkent. However, after the Karabagh
movement began he returned to his
native land and is now a dedicated and
forceful member of the Parliament.

Archbishop Ashjian wished both visi-
tors success in their mission in the United
States and offered to assist them in any
way possible to make their visit as fruit-
ful and successful as possible.

Later on the same day Mr. Shah-
nazarian met with New York
Congressman Gary L. Ackerman. Mr.
Shahnazarian described the current situa-
tion in Karabagh and asked the
Congressman to use his influence
through the U.S. Congress to bring
Azerbaijan to a cease fire agreement. The
congressman expressed his sympathy for
the Armenians in Karabagh and
promised to look into the situation. <

Sts. Vartanantz Church
Establishes Fund

The Pastor and Board of Trustees of
Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic
Church of Ridgefield, New Jersey, recent-
ly announced the establishment of the
“Sts. Vartanantz Endowment Fund,”
which will enable the Church to plan for
the future, pay for present day programs
and services, and help lighten the burden
of managing the Church’s ministry on a
day-to-day basis.

The members of the Endowment Fund
Committee are: Very Rev. Nareg
Alemezian, Kenneth Asbedian, Loocyn
Kinosian, Richard Krikorian, Vrej
Saboonjian, Richard Sarajian, Esq., and
Aram Zadourian.

To contribute to the fund or for addi-
tional information contact the Church,
461 Bergen Boulevard, Ridgefield, New
Jersey 07657, (201) 943-2950.

Whitinsville Sunday School
Adopts Armenian Child

A Sunday School class of St.
Asdvadzadzin Armenian Apostolic
Church in Whitinsville, Massachusetts, is
sponsoring an Armenian orphan.

The gesture received nice coverage in
the local Whitinsville newspaper. In an
article written by Mike Holloway, the
idea is credited to parishioner Mary
Amorello, who thought it would be a nice
gesture during the Christmas season. For
$120 per year donated by the children,
the orphan child will be provided with
food, clothing and education until the age
of 18. The sponsorship was arranged by
the Armenian Relief Society.

Congratulations to the thoughtful chil-
dren of Whitinsville!

If other Sunday School classes would
like to sponsor a child in Armenia or
Artsakh contact the Prelacy, 212-689-7810.

V.R. Nareg Alemezian
Attends General Assembly

Very Rev. Nareg Alemezian, pastor of
Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic
Church, Ridgefield, NJ, participated in
the Organization Day Ceremonies of the
206th session of the New Jersey
Legislature’s General Assembly upon the
special invitation extended to him by the
Speaker Garabed Chuck Haytaian, who
was selected Speaker for another two
year term. On this occasion, Father
Alemezian had the honor and the oppor-
tunity of meeting with Governor

Christine Todd Whitman and members
of the New Jersey Legislature. He also
delivered the benediction at the conclu-
sion of the Legislative Session, which was
attended by more than 1,500 persons.

NALG Issues Cookbook

The National Association of Ladies’
Guilds of the Armenian Apostolic Church
of America recently published a new
Armenian cookbook, The Art of Armenian
Cooking.

The cookbook is a collection of tradi-
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tional Armenian recipes which capture
the wholesome ingredients of fresh veg-
etables and fruits, olive oil, wheat, meats,
fish and other natural foods. It also
includes a section on low-fat and low-
sodium recipes.

In the more than 200 pages of this culi-
nary reference, you will find the correct,
ingredients and the simplest steps for
recreating a wide spectrum of appetizing

food from colorful homestyle mezzes to |

elaborate party delicacies.
This beautiful cookbook, which would

be a welcome gift item, can be purchased

in quantity for sale at local food bazaars §

and bake sales.

The cookbook is available through the .

local Ladies’ Guilds, the Prelacy
Bookstore or can be ordered from NALG

Executive member Agnes Biano, 137 §
FirstAve., East Greenwich, RI 02818, (401) [

884-3088. The price of the cookbook is $17
with $3.00 shipping and handling for
mail orders. For quantity discounts con-
tact the NALG. 4.

Armenian National Education Committee Chairmen, past and present, at a recent
membership meeting in New York. From L to r., Albert Bagian, Hrach Bedrosian,
Hourig Papazian-Sahagian (director), John Ouligian (current co-chair), Vahe
Amirian, and Ardash Hamparian (current co-chair).

A recent membership meeting of the
Armenian National Education Committee
brought together five past and present
chairmen providing an opportunity to
review the achievements of ANEC as well
as to chart the future.

The current co-chairmen, Ardash
Hamparian and John Ouligian were
joined by past chairmen, Albert Bagian,
Hrach Bedrosian and Vahe Amirian.

ANEC is an educational-supervisory
body which has served a network of
Armenian day and single-day schools in

the United States and Canada for 35
years. The Committee is co-sponsored by
the Prelacy and the Armenian Relief
Society of North America.

Currently being planned is an
International Seminar which will take
place Saturday, April 16, in New York.
For further information about this
Seminar as well as any other ANEC pro-
jects contact the ANEC offices, 138 East
39th Street, New York, NY 10016 (212)
689-7231. -+
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APRIL 24

79th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide

under the auspices of His Eminence
Archbishop Mesrob Ashijian
Prelate, Armenian Apostolic Church of America

—Organized by—
Armenian National Committee of New York
St. llluminator's Armenian Cathedral, New York
St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church, Douglaston, NY

SATURDAY, APRIL 23
St. Sarkis Armenian Church
38-65 234th Street, Douglaston, NY
Solemn Requiem Service — 6:30 p.m.
Procession of Survivors and Commemorative Program — 7:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
Divine Liturgy and Requiem Service — 10:30 a.m.
St. llluminator's Armenian Cathedral
221 E. 27th Street, New York City
Célebrant: Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

Commemorative Concert — 6:00 p.m.
Djivan Gasparian, Duduk
accompanied by Samuel Avoyan

Free Admission to all Events
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Uhihyhny Augyulywb pwquinpni-
piwli Jwuphl YwgqiwlbEpwyniwd
thwypnié gmgwhAwlnkup 1 Gjown
Umpwdtiwbh AinhGuwympbwdp inu
padwimwd 2wfitjwi w2luwwnwuh-
pmphGp widdtwlwlmpebwb njuhG
wnwy phpphi UheGwnwpn Awgkiipn-
wwhwl jwpwptpniphitGGipp, b
wnpe pGdwikghG Ytpihoipm pk,
Yhtpehl Awdwo2luwpwipG wwunb-
pwquh optpnmG, Puwiphny pwquinp
Yhywnp-Eddwlimk; S. hp Gunkpp
Yp ulutp prmdmyp AGwnbitbw] wnhwn-
nnuGkpniG.

«Uklp pwouwinp hunwihny I
Uhybihny yugup Genuyhny b pu-
quunp UywwGhny i UpubiGhngy

huwhny dufiwwbtnp Qwiwunwih
pwquan ... Mpyk® nup:

Uiu wwpwqwl hp puwgwwpni-
rhiGp Yp quwlk wwwdwlhwl wiG
hpnnmpbwdp np, dwjwuwnmwih Ybnp-
ohG pwquinp LEnG wp LmqhGhwGh
(Qwing fAwvwp LEinG LnuhGhwG)
dwhAkG Gwp Cwywuwnwbp pwgp wi-
twliwwlbu utihwlwblmphGp yp
nwnbGw) Ghwypnuh LhqhGhwGGhpniG,
wanGgut w) wGglbipm Awdwnp Uw-
ynuh npumpbwG b fimul wwyw'
buwhny pwquinpGpmG:

Uu dwuhG Awyhp@ pnuwpwGni-
rhG Up Yp qubGkip Fjown Unipwd-
twhh qpphl vk (k9 84) wtn quwd
LhighGhwGGhpm wnAdwdwnhl 2p-
Gnphip:

duwnpg b uwywil pt, Gaplwihu
"y t ubhpwywGunkpp dwywunwGh
rPwqhG:

Owlop t pt dhywnp-Ludwimk]
Q. 1946 Uwihu 9-pG fipwdwphgun
qwfAEG h Guuwuw hp nppamGt Nud-
wtpeo R.h, npniG holuwGniphiGp
yipe quuwi wdphu dp jhwnng, 1946
8mGpu 13-pG, tpp huvwipw AwGpu-
whwniphiti nwpdwi: Gwhwgnipy
pwquunpGtpp pnGhghl quwnpeh
Swilpwh: dpywnp-Lddwlnk] .
ytnwi 1947-pG Gghuwuwnu, huy (-
whtpero A. plwwibop Awuwmwwnnit-
gut LhqunGwih dowwlwipp m uk-
nwt 1983-hG:

buwpny wu tpyne YupshG pw-
quunplpp, hGywku hpiGg GwjuGhp-
GEipG m UwynupG Swl dpwu qui-
fwjwltpp pwunmwd GG <nngndwh
wppwiwlul Uppwjwpwbhl h2luw-
Gwg vunnpwl vke, Uppwywpwl' np
Yp quGnih Mmpdth (6hG wplisdinbwb
wihp, Epu-k-MEGh npdwg: lwnnu
fiwdw)fwohinwlwl pwnwpwGkG Yp
whinhjwbGwlp ek, tpp Uwymw W
Uhu dpwluwih Ygmbgwl, vhewgq-
quihG Ywpgqwunpmphwdp vp (1862)
Uppwijwpwlp dGwg ppp ubithwlw-
GniphtG Pwviwihny pwquunpniphwG:
Ukpywihu w) Yp qubnip bwwhn)
npwdwnpmpbwt wwly, npmb Aw-
dwnp pynwjwlwi YunwywpniphiGp
dpwluuwgh Yp ywpk rwpbljuG Yu-
piwnn qnudwp Jp:

Lwt wianh priwp np Uhphyhny
pwquinpmpbwli wwwniniphwi
Jwuliwqtw dp, ywd wwpquuku
Epu-1E-MEG pGwynn wqquihG up
unnigkp pt 4 pyuinp-LudwGnit) S.h
tr Mywtnppo R.h, phGywku Guht
wlnGg GwubGhplGipniG nwdpwpwb-
GipmG Ypwy wpdwlwgpmuw”s L
wnpnbtop dwjwuwmwlh Puwquinp
wnhnnnup:

dwpy E uwnigh] Gwbtr pk,
Miwbpeo R.h quuwlylbpkli puqu-
dwnwbq dpywnp-Eudwimk] (56w
1937-pG) Yyp 2wpmGw’yt wpntop
Unkl Lwjwuwmwlh fPwquinp wnmn-
nnup:

LuwbGh np Awpgp Yp Ykpwpkph
dwijwuwnmwbh pwqhl, pw'q np
Unptivdmwnpkl ppniigu e Uiphit-
uninp YyLpwnwpdwe, Ywpdk Abwnb-
by dwnwhqulwl GwdpmbG, np Uh-
Lhyhny vtip peht wlpwlun puqu-

inpp Yp Ywwyk Pwwihny YbkpehG
qufiwgnmpy pwquwdwnwlqhG, oq-
wpikiny whi2ni2wn dwing wwwn-
uniphwl qpplpk bt Awdw)Gwqh-
wnwpwlGhipt pwunnwd dwlopni-
phGhtpt:

PGywtu Yupp pumbigua, LnG G.h
YwhAkl Ytpe (1393) Qwiwuwmwibh
pwap utthwjwbwgmg hp qupdhyp
Upypnuh @wquwinp Bwynp U. wp
LhmghGiwGp, np Yp Ypkp Gwle Gpm-
uwnkuh Brwquianp inpwnnup:

bpkl ywenpntg npnhG' B8wlnu
(1398-EG 1432) np GuUwGwutu hy-
fukg hpp fPwquanp Uhwpnup, Gpni-
uwnkup @ dwjwuwrmwbGh: bull wyu
Ybtpelinii wy jwenpnlg quuiwyp'
SnyfwlGtu A. (1432-LG 1458),
uhzwin GniG Gpphwly wnhwnmnuGhpny:

SnyfiwGbGku R. opplwinp Ywly
quuuwy ynbhlwny, qufip dwnwiqg
dlwg wnoywl' Cwnneh (Gupniw),
nn pwquinpig 1458-EG 1464 (.
Unipwdbwl Yniwnwy JdpGshir 1460
pniwywbp): Gupnw winuGwugui
Uwyniwih %nmpu Lnipnypynu U.h
fitin, it wiu Gwdpny <Qwjwuwnwbh
prwql w] nwpdwr Uwyniuh Swb
ulithwwGniphGp:

S8nyfwGhku R. niGkp wwophGp
dwly quiwly vpG wp, np 1464-hG
(yuu' 1460-hG) quhp yuhpnwytgny
nwpdwt hp YwpghlG Pwquinp Uphy-
pnup, Gpmuwnkvp b dwjwuimuih,
Swynp R. wGmbGny: UG php holuw-
Gniehiip qopwglbynm Guuwnwlwt
1468-hG wiunulwgur Uvhdw-
fiwpnuwn wqlimwlwt JdtEGEwnnifpp
Up Gwpewphlw (WuunwphGt) Snp-
Guwnnih fitivn, np pkkr hphG wuwyw-
finytig YtGhwpyh wwounwywlngemGa
n Awphip Awqup wnnmguw npu-
dodhw, pwig Ypwpnu dwdwlbkyg
dhw)l 1472-hG, wiuhGpl' pwqui-
inphl ywhAkG Awgm wmwph ¥p wnwe:

SGupewphGw JhGstr 1474 Epyppp
Jwnwywplg ywhniG hp dwlluwwnh
quiypi' Bwynp Q.h, npniG YwhkG
yting (1474) poluwGniehilp pp
dtnpp wwflg vhGytir 1489, tpp
YnghG yYGpeGwlywlwwku Ygmbtgur
Yhbtwhyh QwlpuybhnmpetbwG, b
Gupwphiw wwpunuwenpnibigul qui-
AEG fipwdwpkiny yYybpwnwnGuy hp
GGnwywipp, nmp Junpbg vhdwun-
pwd YhwGp up, 2ppwwywinniwd
pwlhwuwntndltpt i1 wpmbuwnw-
gtwbGtpk: MG pGh, dbpnGhqt b
Phghwlo widwhRwgnmghG hp nhdu-
ghdtpp, whnGg wwiny yYLlbpubwb
ghnbkgympehil:

(Wwpdt dwwGwlolb] pt wiu
wpuwywng YhGp 14 wvwpblywG Lp
tpp wunwGwgut, G 18 wmwphwbhG
wl &dinp wnuwt hpluwGmpehGp: Uk-
nwt 1510-pG, tipp 56 wwptywG kp):

MpkvG, jwihgwwyhy Bwynp R.p
Gwupny dtinp phipmwd Jwiwumwubh
pwguinpnpbwl yupehh qufwlywip
inuwr Jwhlywdwpn ybGhwnnifih dp:
SwywnGh sk pt Gwpwphlw Snp-
Gwno quwfp Ynpulgltk Yupe,
ownmbwlyt’g wwhlt Pwquinp Upy-
pnup, Bpniuvwnkvp b dwjwuwnwuGh,
whwnnup, bt qwilG hnluwbGghk’g
wpntop hp dwnwGgnpnbGipmb wy,
ek niGtgw: wyp dwnwlgnpn:
Ywpndt uvinmagbg:

Mtwp £ unmqgl] Gut pk, pU-
wuwbhny Ghiphwy pwouinpp nuwi-
Quwpinu, npmG Bpnivwnkdp Bw-
quinp wnhumnuG wy thwnwyniigui
ybLpotipu, dpwluwlywb Mnpfippupu-
GhG Ynnuk hphG pGdwymwd pGnni-
Guymptwli wnhpny, Yp Ypt”
wnnbop Uphwpnup b1 QwjgwuwmwGh
Prwquuanp wnhunnuGlpG w), pwGh
np wyn tptip whwnnulGlipp hpwpnt
Ygmwd Ll wnfivuwpwl:

Ugu Ytwp wGiwiwGuwlywG sk
phwti, pwGh np LiwnG B. ImupGiwG
tpp qbiph wwpmbtgur Gghwwnu,
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Book Review

The Crossing Place
A Journey among the Armenians
by Philip Marsden
London, HarperCollins, 1993, 248 pp.

Reviewed by Pierre Papazian

Although this book has been called a
travelogue (“brilliantly crafted”) and its
author a travel writer (“the best kind”), *
The Crossing Place is more than a record
of Philip Marsden’s odyssey in eastern
Europe, Asia Minor, the Near East and
the Transcaucacus. It is an attempt by a
non-Armenian to discover the ethos of
the Armenian nation. This would be a
difficult task under ordinary dircum-
stances when a people is located for the
most part on its ancestral soil, but it
becomes almost impossible when a
people is spread across countless
borders and immersed within a score of
cultures.

The book begins with the author in
the hills above Kharput in eastern
Turkey where he finds a bone in the
earth. Reaching the valley, he shows
the bone to a shepherd, who merely
says, “Ermeni.” (Armenians.) “The
guide books,” Marsden writes, “hardly
mentioned the Armenians.” Yet as he
traveled, going to Lake Van, to
Aghtamar, to Ani, he asked himself,
who were these people, and what had
happened? He knew as much as most,
but that was not enough for him. He
set out to find out as much as he could,
directly and personally, about the Ar-
menians. From Anatolia he went a year
later to Syria, to the desert, to the cave
at Shadaddie, into which thousands of
Armenians had been thrown to die
during the Massacres of World War L.

A year later in Israel, he visited the
Armenian community in Jerusalem and.
in Jaffa. He also went to Egypt, to
Venice and San Lazzaro, Cyprus,
Lebanon, Antelias, Bourdj-Hammoud,
then to Syria, Aleppo and Damascus,
even Kessab. He went back to Turkey,
crossing the border in the northeastern
corner of the Mediterranean and made
his way northwest through Konya to
Istanbul, thence through Bulgaria,
Romania and the north shore of the
Black Sea, to Georgia and then to Ar-
menia. Thus, he journeyed through the
Near East, eastern Europe; and
Armenia, in a trip that actually lasted
several years, but which he condensed
into one volume, setting a dizzying
pace for the reader.

Everywhere the author went, he ran
into Armenians, even when he was not
seeking Em? out. At Deir ez Zor, for
example, he stayed at a hotel housing
foreign itinerant workers, and ran into a
man with a heavy Yorkshire accent.
When Marsden asked the Yorkshireman
how to get into the desert, the reply
was, “What's to see oup there?” When
the author started to explain about the
Armenians killed during the first World
War, the Yorkshireman said that he
knew about it. Asked how he knew, he
replied, “Ahm Armeniun.” The Arme-
nian with the Yorkshire accent was the
manager of the hotel. He had learned
English, along with the Yorkshire
accent, from an Englishwoman.

Marsden also relates the suspicious
and even hostile attitude of the Arme-
nians toward him because he was
almost always mistaken for a Russian.
After explaining that he was English
and spoke Armenian with them, he was
then overwhelmed with hospitality,
given food and drink, and free lodging.
His journey was made easier almost
everywhere he went because of the
Armenians he sought out or met acd-
dentally. In fact, without such help, a
good deal of his journey could not have
been accomplished. Priests, taxi drivers,
fedayeen, entrepreneurs, artists, crafts-
men, academics, all kinds of people
gladly helped him during his travels.

For all of his genuine sympathy for
the Armenians, at times Marsden seems
ambivalent about certain aspects of the

Armenian experience. While he says
that “the massacres appear appallingly
orchestrated,” he also states, “But how
much the Armenian massacres were
planned in advance seems unclear, as
does so much surrounding the events
of 1915.” This latter statement is very
reminiscent of pronouncements made
by the U.S. Department of State during
the 1980's. Marsden even voices his
concern with the paucity of documenta-
tion, writing “Few papers survive...” as
if such papers constitute more definitive
proof of the event than the thousands
upon thousands of survivors of the
Massacres. Of course, he does not deny
the Massacres. In fact, he recounts
various, very specific stories of the
genocide, and does not doubt that the
Turks committed a vast and heinous
crime against the Armenian nation.

Some of the author’s observations on
the manners and mores of both the
Armenians and the nalives of eastern
Europe and the Near East are quite per-
spicacious. Referring to the peoples of
eastern Europe, he writes, “All that had
struck me was how much nationalism
masquerades as scholarship in Eastern
Europe. History is an extension of ter-
ritory, to be claimed and defended with
fortresses of facts.” The forces arrayed
against the Armenians throughout his-
tory ultimately had the possession or
suzerainty of territory as the objective
despite whatever purported reasons
were adduced for the assaults: religion,
politics, disloyalty, etc. The pan-Turanic
dream of the Young Turks was as much
a reason for the Armenian Massacres as
any other, the purpose being uncon-
tested rule over a stretch of territory
inhabited by Turkic tribes.

For all that, the Armenians have per-
severed and survived. As the author
says, “I watched the movements, fluent
and expressive, and sensed that here,
where the threat was greatest, the
Armenian spirit was at its strongest. It
was the same spirit that had driven the
Armenians through the vast improba-
bility of their history, that in its oddly
inverted form ensured their survival in
exile.”

On the whole perceptive and inform-
ative, the book nevertheless has a few
glaring, if small, errors. Right near the
beginning of the book, the author,
referring to the Brotherhood of St.
James in Jerusalem and to the “Mekhi-
tarians” (Mekhitarist fathers of Venice),
says that they are of different orders,
rather than different sects, the former
being Armenian Apostolic and the
latter, Catholic. He refers to “Antoine
Millet, a French philologist” whose sur-
name was actually Meillet, a linguist
who studied and analyzed the Arme-
nian language. At the beginning of
chapter 17, Marsden identifies Rockwell
Kent as a nineteenth-century American
painter, although Kent, who was born
in the late nineteenth century, was a
twentieth-century artist, renowned for
his book illustrations.

The Crossing Place is a fasdnating
book, which will hold the interest of
Armenian and non-Armenian readers
alike. The few errors in the book may
be safely ignored, for the description of
Marsden’s encounters with the Arme-
nians of the lands he visited provide an
unforgettable and piquant adventure. -

The Crossing Place
$25.00
plus $3.00 for shipping & handling
PRELACY BOOKSTORE
138 E. 39th Street
New York, NY 10016

Freedom Fighter

(Continued from page 1)

of the overwhelming odds, the Azeris
went in with no plan, only brute force.
The Armenians, on the other hand, had a
very carefully devised plan,” he explains,
with definite pride.

“The Armenians divided themselves
into three groups, the central part going
backwards to make the Azeris think they
are afraid, the right and left groups stay-
ing and hiding in the forests. The Azeris,
happy that the Armenians were “retreat-
ing,” would chase after the central group,
and ignore the other two groups. With
the Armenians encircling them, the
Azeris would either surrender or run,
leaving their weapons behind. With this
clever strategy, no Armenians were
killed.”

On August 1, Mkhitar was called back
to Armenia to secure more weapons.
During this time the Azeris closed the one
road going into Armenia, a seven-kilome-
ter, difficult mountainous road. On
August 6, with only 15 soldiers, he tried
to open the road so that the 3,000 vil-
lagers in Artsvashen could be saved. For
six hours the handful of Armenians
fought against 700 Azeris.

“I got in touch with Garmir authorities
and asked for help. We had used all our
weapons,” the young self-defense fighter
continues animatedly. “At the same time
six of our boys went into the Azeri ranks.
Approximately 170 Azeris were killed.”
The next day, with 10 tanks and another
30 fighters, the Armenians again attacked
the road. In two hours, they defeated the
Azeris and the road was opened. Forty
more Azeris and three Armenians had
been killed. That evening, 12 buses came
from Garmir, and rescued more than
2,000 women, children and the elderly.
The more than 500 male civilians made
the journey on foot.

On August 8, at 10 a.m., approximately
10,000 Azeris attacked the 200 soldiers
still in Ardsvashen. “During that one day,
more than 2,700 shells were thrown on
the village and leveled it. We could not
withstand the onslaught. We started to
retreat. What we didn’t know was that
the Azeris had again closed the road. The

Azeris were wearing the same Soviet uni-
forms as us. But as we advanced, they
started to attack us. Forty of our boys
immediately took three armored vehicles
and advanced. The Azeris ran, and we
were able to get out.” But the toll was
high. Out of those 40 Armenians—the last
defenders of Ardsvashen—25 were killed,
all 18-year-olds.

The very next day, August 9, Mkhitar
was appointed deputy commander of 150

soldiers defending the border village of
Vahan. Several times the Azeris unsuc-
cessfully tried to take the village, losing
200 men and 15 tanks; 11 Armenian sol-
diers and four tanks were lost.

“We buried their soldiers. The Azeris
don’t take their own dead, so their people
won’t know how many have been killed,”
he says, adding, “The Azeris don't really
want to fight. They say Karabagh is not
ours. They say they are forced to fight.
But for Armenians, it’s our land, our soil.
It’s better for me to fight and die, than for
our families and homes to be destroyed.
Man is made of his homeland’s soil.”

He points with his arm to the broken
crucifix around his neck. “It always rests
on my heart. My faith was born on the
warfront, when I saw so few winning
against so many.”

“Victory demands victims. I came here
to get well, but I miss the water and air of
Armenia. My goal in life is to get well, so
I can go and fight for my people. Though
I have no eyes, I can fight in a different
way. I want to teach others to fight,” he
says with determination, then adds
quickly, “And I want to marry and have
children, so they can also fight for their
homeland.”
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nmp udGwg 8 wwph, hp thplwughlp
utnwgun 2Gnpfiht wnwwwdbn-
inmphwlip Rwuphihwih pwqu-
inphG, np hp Yowhy wqquywbi kp,
i np hpblG 206npfitig ubthwljuw-
GniphiGp Uwwphw pipnwpw-
nuphG:

UAw’ pk wwwndimpbwl punhn-
Gapp n"ip YpGwl wnwebGnpnty vtq,
duitipy, npwkuqh ywingbhlp ww-
AwGowwnmhpwywi pwl] Up wnbhy,
Uwuwphwp Ainswyiiny dwing puw-
quinpniptwli ubthwwlnipmnd,
nmqkiny np wh Ygnip... dwiwmu-
wnwiih:

LGpwlwny GniGi GwupkG, Ypp-
GwGp ymuw] Gwbr np, Uwynmwih
T nipulipp, npnGp 1388-hG wkp
nwpdwl Uhup Undumpbwi, m
wwyw' dwiwuwmwbGh pwqhlG wy,
wwwndwwlonki Uvkq pnyjjwwnnkli
np ywhwGswwmhpmphbp wnwwpw-
dtGp Uhuh Ypwy Lrus DGyn™ sk

Tvoutiiny 2w ijwuwnwlbh puqu-
dwnwlqbGtipmb Ywupl, Ywphih ok
sthownnuyt] wunpwgqwlG Uddppnuhnu
Guwdwbtwip (Lipkg Gnpwipp
Mun pGh dEAwdnnnyhli wwuwmip-
pwy TunpkG Upp. bwp-Tkih) np
Uuppwpbwli dwpnwwbnh upbdp
1kt ybtpg, op vpl wy hGpghlpp
finswlykg LunG LniupGiwGh puwgqu-
dwnwbq, v wnGhny hPoluwi
QnmihwnnG? InupGlhwlG wGnlp,
wunubwgun dEdwhiwpnmuw $pwlb-
umfipp vp fiivm, mu Puwphgh dke
pwnwhtin Ytwbp ¥p wupkg, ww-
phiny 2ptin wwwpwbph Jp Uke,
hpp wivhswlywl npwgh mGaGwiny'
dhywnp LmynG:

Mwwnvniphip ypulip pk ny
wenpntig holuwl SmpwinG InmuhG-
EwGh, Awiyuywl Gpink hpp dw-
nwignpn dwiwuwvwlip pwght,
pwig qpwbkbp pkt wi Gnuo pupk-
gnp b wnwunwdbnG wqGmuywi
up, pwye fuwwgkw, np dwnwiq
dgtg dpwlubtipkGE-AwikpkG bt
AwbpkGE-$pwbubpti YnpnnwihG
pwnwpwGbhp, npnGp nkn Jhbyht
wiuop Yp qmdwdmpG tr Yp dGwh
wlqbpuwqubgtih:

LG InwhGiwlh pwguinpni-
rphip wiw™, nphtk ogmun phipun
fiwymptwi: Rwyg hp wnhunnuht
oguwgqgnndnuip fihGq nwp yYhtpg,
gnGk tpym fAnjwjwwy pwnwpwl
owhitignig dvkgqh: huly 600 wwph
ytne wi quntghy gmgwhwbntu
Up 1 w2luwvwuhpniphiG Jp:

Shqpwl Lwahwb
‘wphu

'Yhipypny wnwohlG Awy wppwG’
LainG UkLS, pwquinp wuwlynigun
1198-pG, pwq uwrmuGuiny SLpfwbhng
YuwyupklG, <nnuh wwwkli b1 Amquilb-
nhnGh JugupkG:

1QmpinnG Auqugwd dmG £ Guy-p
wibijh &ppn' Guido-p: hyjuwG Lm-
upGiwG (1826-1906) fAanhGuywd b
Gl puwqUueh Awjwqpunululi wy-
JnwuwnwuhpmppplGGEp, nwuwqpplp,
Ly G, npnGp Unngmwd LG wjuop:

Y'pump pt d. dpymp powunp
uwppmwd Lwpbinp AwGnhunipmli Jp
winh mGhgwé L bpluwG LmuhplGliwuGh
wwwpwlphG vke, np pwwn wilih
pGnwpdwy kp, pwh' Lpiymp plw-
Ywpnuln:



