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‘Home to Home"”
Campaign Rebuilds Homes
in Artsakh

lliome to Mlome
From America
To Artsall

The recent announcement of the
“Home to Home Campaign: America to
Artsakh” last week was the result of
many weeks of intense communication
and investigation between representatives
of the Prelacy and the government of
Artsakh.

“I knew when I visited Artsakh during
the summer that home building was a
priority and it was at that time that I
decided that the Prelacy should place its
efforts in that direction,” said Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian.

In order to make sure that the plan
could be implemented and to make sure
that every donated dollar would be used
to its maximum capability, Prelacy repre-
sentatives have been working with Mr. L.
L. Ghoulian, chairman of the committee
for “Deported Citizens and Humanitarian
Aid,” in order to clearly set the objectives
and the implementation procedure.

“QOur' bbjective,” said Archbishop
Ashjian, “is to totally rebuild Talish which
includes the renovation of 630 homes,
two schools, a hospital, a village church
and a monastery (Horegavank).

The “Home to Home” Campaign got an
early boost with a $50,000 donation
from Mr. and Mrs. Karl and Emma
Sogoian of Michigan. The Sogoian
donation will be utilized to renovate
the village school for 400 students and
67 homes. In another show of their
concern for the people of Artsakh, the
Sogoians have asked that the school be
named after a fallen Armenian hero
rather than the benefactors.

The village of Talish, located in the
Mardakert region at the foothills of the
Mrav Mountains not far from the
Shahumian area, was chosen by joint
decision of the Prelacy and Artsakh gov-
ernment. The town’s entire population
was deported in June 1992. All of the
homes need some type of repair; it has
been estimaged that the average cost per
house for repairs is $300(US). In addition
to the 630 homes, a kindergarten, a grade
school, a 35-bed hospital, the village
church and monastery will also be
repaired as part of the Prelacy’s “Home
to Home” campaign.

The process of rebuilding and relocat-
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Humanitarian Aid for Armenia
As Accomplished Through the Efforts of One

by Iris Papazian

The children in the Gamo Orphanage in Yerevan have been recipients of clothing
and food secured through the efforts of Martha Mekaelian.

Martha Kouyoumdjian Mekaelian, a
devoted parishioner of St. Paul’s
Armenian Church in Waukegan, Illinois,
is continuously grateful for the aid some
of the leading corporations in the United
States have given for Armenia.

“Sometimes all it took was a phone
call. I would state the need and before 1
knew it a substantial donation of goods
would come through. All of the. individu-
als I spoke with were compassionate and
understanding. I think it says something
about the humanitarian nature of the
American people,” says Martha.

“Of course, it’s not always that easy;
some corporations just don’t have a poli-
cy of donating goods, but they seem gen-
uinely sorry that they cannot help.”

Martha’s involvement in soliciting aid
began with the earthquake and has con-
tinued, becoming more intense through
the Operation Winter Rescue program
where containers of goods were filled and
shipped to Armenia by the U.S. govern-
ment through Military Professional
Resources, Inc., (formerly known as The
Fund for Democracy).

Martha has been working with the
Prelacy and she pays tribute to Vasken
Ghougassian, the Prelacy’s Executive
Director, and to Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, the Prelate.

“In all honesty,” Martha says, “I could
not have done it without Vasken who has
been an enormous help in finalizing the
donations and shipments, and Arch-
bishop Ashjian has been our guiding
angel, providing us with the encourage-
ment to continue our efforts.”

This year alone with the assistance of
Dr. Arsen Mekaelian of St. Paul’s Church,
Very Rev. Nareg Alemezian of Sts.
Vartanantz Church in Ridgefield, New
Jersey, and Very Rev. Shahé Panossian of
All Saints Church in Glenview, Illinois, ten

20-foot containers have been filled and
shipped to Armenia. The dollar value of
the ten containers is approximately
$478,000.

Martha begjns her personal appeal to
each organization by telephone, fax, or
mail. “The response was overwhelming.
These organizations are the ‘unsung
heroes’ of this story. They are the donors
of the valuable goods. They give substan-
tially without hesitation in order to help
the orphans, the elderly, and all of the
people of Armenia. I think it is very
important for us to publicly acknowledge
and thank them.”

During 1994 the following donations
were secured through Martha’s efforts.
All have either already reached Armenia
Or are enroute.

In January, AmeriCares allocated two
containers of dental supplies consisting of
toothbrushes, toothpaste, and dental
floss with an estimated value of $160,000.
Both containers were assigned to the
Ministry of Health in Armenia.

In March, AmeriCares donated 1,200
watches, 270 yo-yos, 500 hat and glove

-sets, and 500 assorted toys for the

Prelacy’s Easter Basket of Hope cam-
paign. The value of this donation is
$20,000.

In June, a 20-foot container was filled
with the following items: 168 pounds of
toothbrushes; 2,557 pounds of pedialyte,
and 500 pounds of children’s clothing all
donated by AmeriCares; 1,000 boxes of
cookies donated by Mr. James Cunliffe of
the McDonald Corporation in Little Ferry,
New Jersey; 1,000 sweatpants and 500
sweatshirts donated by Hanes Cor-
poration through Gifts in Kind, America;
2,232 bottles of cough syrup for children
by International Aid, Inc. The estimated
value of this container is $36,000. It
arrived in Yerevan on August 6 and was

(Continued on page 3)

A Message About the
Armenian Fund

On December 7 we marked the 6th
anniversary of the massive earthquake
which took place in northwestern
Armenia, consuming more than 25,000
lives. At the time the world opened up to
us and cried and sympathized with us.
Armenia also opened to the world and a
Christian and humanitarian bridge of
friendship was created.

May God bring peace upon the souls
of those who perished and may He grant
stamina and strength to all those who
still suffer because of their injuries, those
who are still homeless, and all those who
must still endure many years of hardship
and suffering before Gumri with all of its
surrounding towns and villages is totally
rebuilt and the lives of the people return
to normal.

The earthquake did not just shake the
earth; our nation experienced just as dra-
matic an upheaval in its social, political,
and ethical life. The Soviet Union came
crumbling down, bringing down with it
its atheistic rule that had held down our
Armenian Homeland and all of its inhab-
itants, its structures, its faith, and its
belief.

Those days are now history and our
Homeland since 1990 has decided on its
future. The independent and sovereign
Armenian Republic is a reality and all of
our national symbols have been restored.
The journey on the road to independence
continues, albeit not always successfully,
but nevertheless, we believe, in good faith
toward our beautiful dream.

Our people in Artsakh have created
the Mountainous Republic of Karabakh
and won their right to self-determination
through the holy blood of their brave
sons.

But, Artsakh’s freedom was not free,
nor was it by accident. It was the result of
a mass explosion of a people who had
been subjugated too long—a people who
spent their blood and sweat, endured
pain and suffering, and gave us pride in
being Armenian. Our brothers and sisters
in Artsakh and Armenia were prepared,
without reservation, to give their lives for
freedom.

Following the earthquake, during the
time of independence, and during the
Artsakh struggle, we in the Diaspora tried
to do our best to participate in these
earth-shattering events through our eco-
nomic aid.

But, still the needs are endless, the
demands considerable; clearly, freedom
and independence need much more sac-
rifice.

At no other time in the history of our
nation has it been more important for us
to participate in the life and future of our
nation.

We cannot afford to make even one
mistake. We cannot become weak. We
cannot be defeated. Look at the map!

The success of the programs of the
“Hayastan” All Armenian Fund which

(Continued on page 3)
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New Pastoral Assignments

During the last few weeks, the Prelate,
His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, and the Prelacy Religious and
Executive Councils, in consultation with
the Boards of Trustees of the parish
churches, made the following pastoral
changes.

1. After many years of dedicated serv-
ice, the pastor of St. Stephen’s Church of
Greater Boston, Rev. Archpriest Torkom
Hagopian, retired from his pastoral
duties. He will celebrate his official Divine
Liturgy of retirement on January 5, 1995.

2. As of September 18, 1994, Rev.
Antranig Baljian, the former pastor of St.
Gregory the Illuminator Church of Indian
Orchard, has assumed his new pastoral
responsibilities at St. Stephen’s Church of
Greater Boston.

3. Rev. Daron Stepanian, who was
ordained on October 2, 1994, was
assigned to the pastorship of St. Gregory
the Illuminator Church of Indian
Orchard. He assumed pastoral duties,
following his first Divine Liturgy
November 1994.

4. Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian, who
was the dedicated pastor of St.
Asdvadzadzin Church of Toronto since
1983, resigned from his office and moved
to California to serve under the Western
Prelacy.

5. Very Rev. Shahé Panossian, pastor of
All Saints Church of Chicago, was
assigned to the St. Asdvadzadzin Church
of Toronto. He assumed his pastoral
duties on Sunday, December 11, 1994.

6. Rev. Zareh Sahagian, pastor of St.
Asdvadzadzin Church of Whitinsville,
was assigned to the All Saints Church of
Chicago, Illinois. He assumed his new
pastoral duties on Sunday, December 11,
1994. .

7. Rev. Grigoris Keshishian, pastor of
Sourp Hagop Church of Racine, was
assigned to St. Stephen’s Church of New
Britain, Connecticut. He assumed his new
pastoral duties on December 4, 1994.

8. The pastoral needs of Sourp Hagop
Church of Racine will temporarily be met
by visiting clergy.

9. Rev. Hrant Yeretzian, pastor of
Sourp Hagop Church of Cambridge,
Ontario (Canada) was assigned to the
newly formed community of St. Kevork
Church of Laval. However, he will serve
both the Cambridge and Laval communi-
ties until February, 1995, when Rev.
Varant Bedrossian, the newly appointed
pastor of Sourp Hagdp, is expected to
arrive in Canada.

We thaﬁk our retiring clergy and wel-
come the newly ordained and assigned
pastors. We wish them all the best in
their dedicated services to God and His
people. We also ask our faithful to pray
for the success and fruitful service of our
new pastors.

A Mini Lesson
Genesis, meaning “in the beginning,” is the first
book of the Bible. It narrates the history of Israel
from the Creation to the death of Joseph. It con-
tains primitive accounts of the creation of the
world and the dispersion of peoples following the
Flood, and it tells about the lives of the patriarchs
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, along with the story
of Joseph’s career in Egypt. It transmits the tradi-
tions of the Hebrew people about their earliest
settlements and about the men and women who
founded the leading families of the “Chosen

People.”
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~-Bu Ywdwinp Y'miqhd Lppw]
QwjiwuwmwbG, hlywk®u pGEY, n"ip
nhuky...

-Tn"1G, wju wwphph®y, w'u
yhGwynyn...

—Swph’p, yhGwy, hGy wuhbpG...
Gy wy prpwy Awpyue pwG vp Y'pGty
Lu wy, pwGny v¥p YpGwd oqGhj...

ouwlyhghu wwph®pp: Gphuw-
uwpn pumwd jupnwnmpbtiwb, pwup-
Umpbwi, witG thnpdwlp m phnpdm-
PG wpfiwdwnpfinn, pGY&L; qghwngnn
win nmwphlEpkG 2wwn Jup, 2uwn k-
nm wntn dp: Stn Up widkGwG nkuu,
nn juduwanpuwwb Gniwquanib jup-
quiumpltwG ¥p dwuhG wyGwpyli G
huy Shdwnbih Yp nwpdGk, Gpp Sw-
Gop tu JwGwiwbn, np yuwdwinpni-
pwlG wiu dtp pEYGwdniG upwnp
nwqlwy wignigwd t Awqpp wmwph
Up wnw nm wwjthwuh gnpdnnni-
ptwl GGpwupymud:

—Ln"ipg tu,—Yy'puky AkqQGwG-
pny,—hpklp wpnklG unywd GG, yunk)-
Lw] pn Up Y'priwu, YEpwypkihe
wlywtwp ptipwG Jvp...

Up Ywpdph, Yp thphph vtp pupk-
Juwip, YuwwwnmpbwG Guimwdpltp
4p ulup wpdwybk] fwugkhu it dwg-
Gny ¥p, np wilkiu pGpnhdnipemd
spGnniGhp.

—WoqGhkY puh, iw”, pwGny Jp
Y'oqltv,— Yp pugwqulisk,— wp-
ghn"wwd k& dwnwjky...:

Upqlirp slwy, ny, Ahdw wjjkiu
swy Lt ¥lip wpu pwpiwdp wnwehGp
sE dwjwurmw b Yuwdwinp Gppwint,
oguwjwp pilwy, oqhGkl niqlipnt hp
wiu mbkuwy ¥p wmjjwbnwy pninn
hmpYynunmpbwi dke: Utp tpyhpp
Uty tppnpryny wabpwyh yipwdnn,
nwdwb, nuiwnhp, pninp dwdwlwy-
Ghpm wUEGEG YnpdwGwpup n dw-
fiwmhpin YpehG tpypwawndtl kwnp,
ianny Gwb undtinnwfub Yuupmppl
punuwd Jupswuwpabpmb wikGkG
prGwlywhG wlwlGluw) phymgmukh
Lwnp, uin thimquwb Ahwnbiwlpny
6nmGn wnwd pnjjunnimplwGkg
2Gnpfipy JwhunwbGn, QuwiwuwnwGhG
oqliym, QwpkGh dhp dnnympnhG
nhdwgpuuwd ndmwpmpbwGg dhiny
Up pwdGEyhg prpwpnm, nwpdwl ph-
pint wmbiuwy Yp wnkGn, hpwpwligmd,
wnkuwl ¥p whklnwqhG wpoun Yupstp
wGwpd Swip vmwt Unph fwy
quiignudbpnmG Jke:

Bopwlwumb tpywp wwphGhp,
QuiwuinwbGhl oqbhijnt, dw)pkGhphG
Swnuwjibint wdkG thwihpwp, wikG
wwwpwunwwimphti ywjdwiw-
mpmwd Ep Uwppu wimGny nbujw-
fiwuph dp Jwww)hG ywupqubGpblipnmG
tpk ny AihwgdniGp pw)ig qnGk Ru-
Jwdumphb yjwpniGiint Wwpnuanpni-
phwdp: M wwjdwluanpmwd nwlui-
thG LEGhGGEpm, UnuhGGEpm whwpg
pnGwwhpmptwG, hGywku Gubki dh-
swqquiGuljubimpbwi, fiwdwdwpn-
YwjhG pppli pL tnpwipwygmpebwb
juwpiwywwnhp yupquoubltinny ni-
nkn nt jupné thpwglnn w)y vwwn-
puylGpm o JwiypunhyGipm GhG-
qupuwimpbwuig wipnnswywutG Auw-
twwnwpdniphih gnjg mwnt uwnpp-
Juhl Guwwwwidwinyg: GopwGw-
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dhpuyp Bppuptiwt

unil Epyup wvwphGhkp, Gpp Undbwp
JunbGowjwl utrhwwlwwnkph wku
puquwd Yhgwd Ep Awymb ApGurnipg
finntipmG Ypw), winpG, Uthhinph
wquwn, wijwohwln ywidwibiEpmG
Uk wquwunmptwt ywikpltpny
mpwgnn puyg op m gh2tp wyn ppn-
Guwlw], wawpwnnt, yhGskr GnyGhuy
dyhwp m fingh pnGwpwpnn ywpsw-
YupghG thwnwpwlwbpp tpgnn wn
wnhuwy dp «AuwpEGwutpy fwgtipmi
ULGw2GnpAG Ep QwywuwnwbhG «oq-
Gy, dwjwuwnmwbp upptipnt, 2w-
JjwunwGEG uhpmibpnt wdkG hpunmbGp
m GwjiwwywwnmmehtG: Quliwghd up
whwh puwgnmp wwywhinjwpwp wiunkn
pubiint Awdwp, np unybwnhquh hptlg
uppwqtin qqugndGtipp UthhinphG wy
wwpunwnpli) Uniliqkng Gy wyin ¥n-
1mgphG vkg Uthhinph Aiw) YtwbGpp
Lnpuwjpuwnbtiwg nt Ynpdwlwpup yw-
nwhuwmdbGtipm dwwblnn Jdtp wyu
wqqulhghbpp ujpwymbgwG nt up-
fuwpdniGph JwunGh] swlwghl uhhin-
pwhiiw} hpwhwlinmpbwli wqquihG
wuipnn 9 Ywnnigp, Gopwlwunl wvwph
2wpniGwly: Mhwh punith nu YpYyGnih
wuhw dhGyk vnwywihG np ujpw -
Gipp Awrwpwpwp G ywwnlGw-
Gpzmuwd, dhGybkie vmwywihG, np ujuw -
wnpGpp hptGg vppwuniGpp pGnm-
Ghm wwpytizumpemb nkin b6 gng
nniwd: Uyu GnyG hwyuqhdhl dkse
pulip ytkwp k funwGwupwp Guhy, ny
np penn thnpdnth wiu wnnpmG vky
phwpbGnpmpiwi Ywy njpwyw-
Inpbiwi wqlipr qunuihwpGhpniG

ntd vEnwbemy hGwnnky: Uigu wnnbipp.

uwinnpugpnp Bwinhwiwl pwnu-
nwuppnmpbwdpe Jupwyniwd JEYG
L ntlk JEYE wabijh vhwulinipbwG m
vhwulwwlmpbwl pwphpGbtpp
wnklowgnnG m qhwfiwnnnp: Uwyw)G
whjuwpw Auwmnwgnnp Gwbi, np
UhGskr wiuop ek wwyunhG wwnwy-
wnhy, pwlinhy vwpwywpdnpmGbtp m
whfiwujugnnmphbGibp Yp 2wupniGu-
YtG pGpqhGplGhG wwpunwnpk) dw-
wwuwnwbh pk Uthpinph dtp wqquipG
punuwpwywi, paytpwihG, Gynk-
gwlwi b wy) yupmwdGhpka Ghpu,
wiu Uk ywuwdp winp iwdwp k&, np
ununhG, YkndhG, uwpnwlupG hpkGg
juhnép ywpdnt nmwd JEp win wq-
qulhgGtpp Awombunimpbwi 3L
Yuwbsniwd wwlwihl, ununnjuwlw-
fiop Up fughyp vwnGh) 346G wwpunw-
inpmuwd...: Br wuhyu' Awjunwy wyb
bpnmmpbtwG, np Unytwn, unybinhqd nt
dwuwdp GnphG hptiGg wkpipmG dtin-
pnyYG huYy pwpuqubmbgwG n wwwn-
Umpbhwi thn2tipwpwj GymnbGbpp
GhmbtguG...:

U'puthbGp mpbdG, np QwipwunwGhG
oqGbtn, Qwiwuwwbh dtp Rwpwqun
wqqulyhgblpniG oqGnptwb Awu-~
Gty wnbkiuwly Ip thmpynunmpemht dSwip
wnmwd kp ytpehl wiu vmwphGtpmG
Uhhinph Awy qubGgmudblipmG dke:
Y'nukhGp, np topwlGwuniG GpYuip
wwnphbbp unyiwvmwwb npwjunhG
wuwhwlyGipmb yunnigwd Gpjupk
whpwihwlig yupuwgmplhpnmG, nb-
uwllih m wGhptiwnye pwgnud niph?
wwwnbpmG nt ywphuwyGlipmG GnyG-
pwl wGwGgwGhlih junyplnnunGipny
hp Awpwquuw AwipkGhpkG Ainm
wwhmwd, pp Awpwquun fwptGhphh
guip GnjGhuy wdnplipnt hpumbGptl
qpynuwd Uthpinph fiwy dwpnp, wib
Utyp b fwplk, np UnwihG Rwiphy-
Gipm tphwnwpwlwGpp onG h pmG
tpgnn GudpowbhpkG skp tinwd, vty
optG Uhwup wpqbppGtpnb pninphk
ytpwguwl ntJ ywGlwnpd hGpqhlp
gulbkiny Qwjwuwwbhli oqbtn,
QuwiptGhppli dwnwiknt winwku
wnklnwaghG pmpynnmphwdp ¥p yp
Jupwymkp: Uwluwiwbn tpp, Gwjw-
wwqphl ytu ghwntip hGy ynwyy, pw-
twnhp pywfwanipny, win pwptnty
prjjuwmnninietwig §'pGYbpwGwihh

wwnphpwihG ywuwnwnniphwyp Jbp
GpYyhpp Awpmwdnn, pninp dwdw-
GuwYyGhpnt wULGEG YnpdwGwpuwp nt
swnpwnkw bpYypwowpdlipkG JkYy
WUEGEG wnbwunnpp, jiwnny GnyGpwG
nidqlmpbwdp nng fwympmbp 'g(ignr[
Upguluh wquuwgpnipbwb dwp-
wplGymdGlpp, Jkwny Gub, jhwnng
wpnkG... bquuw, U.GYwlu dwjwu-
wnuli...: PGywk u wyjbiw swnwgGuukp
swipwnkp, «pwl dp pGhpny junm-
Guwwbllpmb ydwwnbmkp hp opipma
ponpp dwy, Qwimpehil, dwjwuwnwG
aniwyuwiGlpny nuwnmwiGh dp wku

fipruwd Uthpinph fiug dwpnp:
LujptGhphG dSwnwkin, hp wq-
quyhglpmb pwiny vp whwwidwh
oquuywp pllum wyn junnypp, wyn
wlilinwqhG hmpYynnmpmtp sh qup-
ywgGlip, tippip Uthinph AwgmpebwG
Ytwlphl, YGgwunhG nt wropkwjhG
dwlop i ny ¥k wGiww: 2h quip-
Jwgltp Jwlwiwbn Uwhwpinph Aw)
YunpnGGEpmG Jke §Gwd m Awuwly
wnwd G ny ¥EY Awy Jwpn: Uthhinp
pumwdp, np Ukp wiu opipmb Shnw-
inpmudlitip Ghwntg nt nyYwGnublip
Yupkpny hGpG hp UEekG Gnp uhpinp-
Ghpny 3GmbGn wimun, ntnGhG ywenp-
nnn jhumG plt JupuniG nwuphGipmG
npwpkyp vowkG pk phy ¥p wikjh
fitinnitG tqlipnny UhehG U.pkik) pp
EnyhplhpkG JEYmG Ywy vhwuhG dke
Yuyp Awuwnwnwd Awgyuljut qun-
poGwubGtpp kinwG: Yuan YhnpnG-
GapmG Jke, qunpwywl fwy dwpnp
ppGGhpniG wwpnuwnp finqun
Yupbjhmpebtwi dp whpwlugk, pGunw-
GhphG Gpnpp vp, wywuwwpwb vp
wwuwfinylik wGdhpwwku tunp, yjw-
Gwfu GniGhuy wGyk w) wnwye, hp
quuuyGEpmG wqquhl hGpbniphibp,
unfidwihG Gywpwahpp whuwuwm
wuwfikm dwwfingmpbhwdp, Aw;g
nwpng ¥p yunmgwd kp, Lyknkgh vp
YulgGwd, Awiwpunntinh, wynudp vp
2hGwd, fing 3k pk wwhinuywokG: G
npnyfitintit Awym UwuwndniG opfilini-
phGp ywibkinn Ainnwywubkp tnwd
EhG, Yupdtp rt, UhghG-Uptik)ph
wyn Gpbplhnp, Ywpd dwdwGwyh vp
Uke nwpng, wynwip, kYintgh wnwu-
GhwlGlipny pwqlwgwl, pugqiw-
wuwnymbgwi b wiu wiquy pwpl-
pmG, dwpdwpGipmb wikGEG pGwnpp-
Gupny, npwtuqh wjtitu AwjkpkGp,
fiw) ipg mu wwp, swpwlwb AGEG
wquwn, whjwowin: dwijwunwubke
naipu, dwjwumnubh vwidvwGGEpkG
2ww wlnpk, Ainqquuwly nppgpnn
Gnn ph Up wtu, wikG pvw)p AwbG-
nmpdnn okpd, fihippGlwy, Yupkyhg
AwipkGhph wku tnwG, Lpypnpn
fiuyptiGhp tnwG UpeohG-Uplikph
w)n nuwnwbGtpp: "Gy Uthpinp, hGy
pwl, ywhwh wikh Gh2n priup wn
pYppGlipp QuwywuwnwGh Umpmpuw) -
Gtp, UGGEpuGtn, dwiwuwmwGh wp-
pwGhwly Ynsky: Bwy wilkijh ghon'
Qwjwuwuilih vyuwuvwl ubEGhwy...:
Quikipklny, iwiny, Awimpbwudp
nnniwd EhG dheng nmi wvwpw-
dmpmb: Uwiny AwuwykG quyhym-
ptwdp Yp ufukhG AnG Awy wneohyG m
unuwG ppllg wqquhl Yhwbpp, jtL-
wnny nunbwn Awdwp uunon Yud
wplilim, EYtntghlG wy 2wwhy Aug-
GhnyY yjwGuwjue: M ywinwinpbhwG
wwphGipmb Afwgh pk pliwyniuws,
Ynt vnwp Aw) wqwbG hp wnwehh
Eppnuip.- « Muwninyu Ypwy Y apn-
my priw) Awrwwmwphd Buwndnyu
W dwnwik] LwipkGhphu...»: Stwnng
wpnkG win dpwu Gppnudp, wkpp
ynwlhwd, unbh winwpd.- ow -
nwiky fwyptGhphu ek wkwnp tnu
Ybwhphu qGnye.es Ugnuk'u, Swnw-

16y Swnwib) QwypkGhphG...
QwynkGh’pp... Linn"1G, AinmG Gp-
Ynt quwlh bp ququpeGhpp tpyhGph
Uzniuywwn pupdmbplbipmb dhGstiu
fiwuglnn, ‘unih mwwwbp hp niupb
pup. kp 7
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A Message About the
Armenian Fund

(Continued from page 1)

was established in March, 1992, will have
tremendous meaning for the Republics of
Armenia and Karabakh. During the two
years of its existence the Fund has earned
its place as the means of strengthening
our Homeland’s economic and social
foundations. .

In the words of the Vice President of
Armenia, Gagig Harutiunian, “The
Hayastan All Armenian Fund is an un-
precedented structure which will achieve
the actual unity of all Armenians.”

Dear Faithful,

Armenia is going to blossom through
the participation of each and every one of
us. Everyone according to his or her abili-
ty—the clergyman, the intellectual, the
worker, the wealthy, the specialist—can
participate in building a bright and safe
future for our nation.

We believe that our dreams can
become reality with the united participa-
tion of every Armenian in the “Hayastan”
All Armenian Fund, whose goal is to help
strengthen Armenia’s economy and gov-
ernment.

During these days our brothers and
sisters in Armenia and Artsakh have put
their lives at stake for the coming genera-
tions. We see and read everywhere the
condition of our brave, determined sol-
diers. We, in the Diaspora, must be just as
decisive in our economic commitment as
they are in their commitment to the
defense of our lands. Let us participate
and let us participate in a way that we
will not be embarrassed.

Every Armenian will soon receive an
invitation to vote “present” and partici-
pate in this historic appeal. Accept mem-
bership in the Armenia Fund with pride.
Send your national dues with love and
faith.

With prayers and love,
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Prelate

Eastern United States and Canada

Armenia Fund, U.S.A. Launches
National Giving Campaign

during a reception at the Prelacy in New York prior to a public forum launching the
Armenia Fund USA’s (AFUSA) National Giving Campaign. From left to right, Ms.
Manoushag Petrossian, Executive Director of the “Hayastan” All Armenia Fund,
Berge Setrakian, chairman of AFUSA; Vincent Lima, translator; Mr. Babourian, Mr.
Onnic Marashian, chairman of the Prelacy’s Executive Council; Mr. Gagik
Harutiunian, Vice President of Armenia and Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian.

Archbishop Ashjian
and Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian
enter Kavoolkjian
Auditorium for the
public forum
which launched
the Armenia

Fund USA’s

. campaign for
national giving.

The following letter was sent to Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
from Major S. Hagopian the Military Commander of Grasnoselsk

Your Eminence:

We would like to e}cpress our heartfelt thanks for the warm
and courageous care you showed towards our compatriot and com-
rade in arms, Mkhitar Hratchig Tizian, during the time he spent in

your community.

Ever since the battle of Sts. Vartanantz, our religious leaders
have fought side by side with our soldiers, giving them the encour-
agement and the strength to continue fighting. And today, during
these difficult and decisive times for our people andnation, you con-
tinue your mission, bestowed upon you by God, with unconditional
devotion. We pray that God will support us all in our service.

With great respect,
Major S. Hagopian

Commander of the Military Region of Grasnoselsk

1GIVE NOW|
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RUSH
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Home to Home Campaign
(Continued from page 1)

ing families, which has already begun, is
written out in detail in a special adminis-
trative order which provides information
of work needed on each home. Homes
have sustained damage in varying
degrees and may need repairs to the
foundation and walls, roof, windows,
doors, floors, etc. A Prelacy representative
will inspect the progress on a regular
basis. As homes are completed, families
will be permitted to return and start to
rebuild their lives and community.

Each Parish within the Prelacy is also
beginning a local program to communi-
cate information about the “Home to
Home” project. The Armenian Religious
Educational Council and the Armenian
National Education Committee have
already distributed packets to all of the
Sunday Schools and Armenian Schools to
involve the children.

“We are asking all of our faithful to
make an extra effort. We cannot over-
emphasize the importance of this pro-
ject,” said Archbishop Ashjian. “It is vital
to the future of Artsakh and Armenia to
rebuild the devastated towns and villages
of Artsakh quickly so that the Armenian
population can return to the liberated
areas and continue with their lives on
their ancestral lands. We realize that the
holiday season is a busy one for everyone,
but it is also the time for all of us to think
and help those who are in need. These
villagers have put their lives at stake for
their land. They are protecting the soil
that belongs to the Armenian nation.
Whatever we are doing is not just an act
of kindness. It is an obligation to a people
who have filled us with renewed pride.”

Donations can be sent to the Prelacy.
For details see page 8.
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Humanitarian Aid
By One
(Continued from page 1)

distributed to the Nor Kharpet, Gamo,
Nork, and Noubarashen orphanages.

In August, with the cooperation of
International Aid, Inc., and Gerber Foods,
two containers of Gerber baby food as
well as two containers of Gerber fruit
Jjuice were shipped to Armenia. The value
of this shipment, which is expected to
arrive in Yerevan momentarily, is $73,393.

In September, International Aid, Inc.,
donated a container consisting of the fol-
lowing items: 564 bottles of vitamins; 757
pounds of natural vegetable powder;
10,800 children’s play mats; 15,804 pack-
ages of various analgesics, cold and
cough medicines; 1,027 pounds of tooth-
paste, and 44 cases of cereal. This con-
tainer has already arrived in Yerevan and
has a value of $111,347.49.

In October, AmeriCares donated two
containers of the following: 749 pounds
of assorted rolls of fabric; 4,144 pounds
of Gatorade; 122 pounds of assorted
medical supplies; 473 pounds of tea;
2,012 pounds of assorted ski clothes and
warm winter clothing for adults and chil-
dren; 9,261 pounds of various non-pre-
scription medications for adults and chil-
dren; 2,026 pounds of toothpaste; 2,568
pounds of pedialyte; 3,149 pounds of
blankets; 5,103 pounds of assorted soaps;
909 pounds of bandages. This container
is due to arrive this month and has an
estimated value of $77,000.00.

Martha notes that although most of
the items are outright donations, occa-
sionally some organizations do charge a
minimal administrative fee which is a
fraction of the actual value. These fees
were paid by generous sponsors. For
example, the Prelacy Ladies Guild
financed the fees for two containers; Mr.
and Mrs. Harold and jJosephine Gula-
merian of New York financed six contain-
ers; and two containers were financed
through donations by several individuals.

Martha has found the time to do this
work along with her busy schedule of
caring for her three children, ages 6
through 9. She pays tribute to her hus-
band, Arsen, a dentist with a successful
practice in Gurnee, Illinois. “He has been
very supportive and has been my back-
bone. At times when 1 would get tired or
disappointed he would encourage me to
continue.”

Before her marriage, Martha was a
school teacher, working with children
with learning and behavioral disabilities.
The entire family is very active in St.
Paul’s Church community in Waukegan
and she takes the three Mekaelian chil-
dren to Armenian School on Saturdays to
the Taniel Varoujan School in Glenview,
Illinois. “Traveling the distance is well
worth it,” she says, “all three of my chil-
dren are bilingual; they read, write, and
speak Armenian which makes me and
my husband very happy.”

Archbishop Ashjian notes that
Martha’s success in helping Armenia is a
prime example of what one person can
do. “She did not wait to be asked. She
took it upon herslef to contact the organi-
zations and corporations, explain the
need, and ask for help. She has been very
successful and effective and a great help
in bringing much needed goods to
Armenia at a fraction of the selling price.
We thank Martha and all the generous
people who responded to her appeals.”

Martha’s final words of thanks are
eloquently stated: “I thank God for His
guidance throughout the year, without
which nothing would be possible. He
hears our hearts and answers our
prayers.”

The Prelacy’s mission in Armenia and
Artsakh includes the care of orphans, the
elderly, planting of trees, food distribu-
tion, assistance to schools and orphan-
ages, medical care, sponsorship of publi-
cations, and most recently the rebuilding
of the village of Talish in Artsakh.
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The Right of Self-Determination and the Right to a Homeland

by Haig E. Asenbauer
Translated from the German by Michael B. Papazian

The most difficult problem which aris-
es in connection with the right of national
self-determination, both practically and
legally, is the expulsion of individuals and
groups, even entire nations, from their
ancestral homeland. In the history of
mankind and especially in the twentieth
century, nations and national groups
have been subjected again and again tb

ion or extermination or have been
exposed to such living conditions that
they have left their own homeland invol-
untarily. The goal of such measures is the
elimination of a community making sep-
aratist demands in the (near) future, and
the settlement of loyal individuals and
oups who will ensure the integrity of
the state. The most terrible example is the
Genocide of the Armenian nation in the
Ottoman Empire during the First World
War, after which the Armenians in the
Ottoman Empire with the exception of
the Armenian community in Con-
stantinople practically ceased to exist
because of murder, expulsion, and forced
assimilation into harems. In the place of
the Armenians, Turks and Kurds now
settled the Armenian territory in Turkey.
Likewise, tens of thousands of Armenians
in Nagorno-Karabakh had to leave the
land because of oppression, cultural
restrictions and economic discrimination
by Azerbaijan and were replaced by
Azerbaijanis. The Southern Tyrolean peo-
ple had to endure severe losses after the
Tyrol's incorporation into the Italian state
through forced assimilation and emigra-
tion as a result of the Hitler-Mussolini
pact and after the settlement of Italians
in the major cities of Southern Tyrol is
now on}y a minority.

The following questions arise:

1. Does an expelled community still
possess the right of self-determination?

2. Does the newly settled community
acquire the right of self-determination?

Miehlser [an authority on self-deter-
mination] answers no to the first ques-
tion because no positive norm establishes
the right of self-determination for
expelled groups. Nevertheless, it should
be noted that Miehlser made this obser-
vation in 1964, before the passing of the
resolution on the two UN Human Rights
Covenants (1966). Whether the right of
national self-determination now suffices
for Miehlser in order to establish the right
of self-determination for expelled groups
is not clear. Much more important is the
discussion of his conclusion that views the
right to a homeland as a part of the right
of national self-determination.

An expelled group can surely be a
nation in the sense of the right of national
self-determination. As a rule, it is an
intentionally and consciously formed
union, like the Armenian nation in the
diaspora. It is doubtless now conceivable
to view the right to a homeland as a vari-
ant of the right of self-determination of
this community. It appears, however, less
sensible to burden the already extensive
right of national self-determination with
a further dimension. Moreover, the inclu-
sion of the right to a homeland in the
right of national self-determination does
not correspond with the method as
expounded. The right of national self-
determination has been described as the
principle that orders the status of com-
munities in relation to one another. The
right to a homeland, however, does not
concern the existence of the community.
That the right to a homeland is not a part
of the right of national self-determination
does not however mean that it does not
exist or is of lesser importance. The right
to a homeland is actually one of the fun-
damental rights. Without the right to a
homeland, neither the right of self-deter-
mination nor human rights acquire any
validity, because a state can evade these
rights by expelling a community which
demands autonomy or an individual who
demands free expression of opinions. The
UN has recognized this and has empha-
sized in two cases that the right of a
nation to a homeland represents a pre-
condition for the exercise of the right of
self-determination. ’

Miehlser has correctly observed that
the roots of the right to a homeland, just
as those of the right of self-determina-
tion, lie in human nature. At first, the
right to a homeland is surely a right of
the individual. The human is born in a
particular environment, grows up in it
and forms relations with people and
nature which surround him. The human

has and is at the same time an environ-
ment. The human leaves this environ-
ment, his homeland, only in the most
unusual drcumstances. Usually, a person
chooses emigration only if his existence is
threatened in its personal, cultural, or
economic respect, or if he is immediately
expelled by force from his homeland.

As important as the right to a home-
land is for people, there is no positive
legal principle which explicitly establishes
the right. It can, however, be inferred
from numerous human rights and their
contexts. Article 12 of the UN Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights establishes

thus protects the right of certain groups
to a homeland. No living conditions can
be brought about which lead to the death
of the members of a group or which
cause flight. And if even the creation of
such living conditions is forbidden, so
must the direct expulsion or deportation
be all the more forbidden. The Genocide
Convention declares the infringement on
the right to a homeland to be genocide.
Miehlser has determined that the UN, on
the occasion of the debate on Hungary in
1956, understood the deportation of
Hungarians as a violation of Article II, let-
ter ¢ and demanded the return of the

What follows from injustice that goes unpunished is
shown in Hitler’s order of August 22, 1939: “I have given
my death units the command to exterminate men, women,
and children who belong to the Polish-speaking race,
without mercy or pity. Only in this way can we acquire the
vitally necessary territory. After all, who nowadays still
remembers the extermination of the Armenians?”

freedom of movement and settlement
within a state, which belongs to every
human who legally lives there (Para. 1).
Every person is also at liberty to leave a
country (Para. 2) and to enter his own
(Para. 4). Article 13 of the same agree-
ment permits the expulsion of a foreigner
only on the basis of a legally made deci-
sion. It can first be inferred from this that
forcible expulsion of a foreigner from a
state is forbidden. A further conclusion
from Article 13 is that it is clear that an
expulsion of a country’s own citizen is
generally not allowed and that a forcible

ulsion is never allowed. Article 17 for-
bids, among other things, intrusion into a
person’s home and Article 9 protects his
freedom and security. Moreover, Article 7
forbids the cruel, inhumane, and degrad-
ing treatment of a person.

The right to a homeland clearly fol-
lows from the cited articles of the human
rights convention. A person can freely set-
tle down and move, his home is protected
against intrusion, and as a citizen he can
be neither expelled nor banished. A per-
son’s right to freedom and security
encompasses also his claim to residence
in his homeland. Expulsion plainly consti-
tutes inhumane and degrading treat-
ment. The European Human Rights
Convention refers to the same rights,
especially with the fourth supplement
prctocol'?ln addition, it can b%pconfwmag
that the right to property established in
the first supplementary protocol is like-
wise connected with the right to a home-
land because expulsion or banishment
generally brings with it the loss (of a
part) of property.

The individual person thus enjoys the
right to a homeland. This means not only
that he cannot be expelled from his
homeland but also that he possesses the
right to return to his homeland in the
event of expulsion. This individual right is
not adequate for an expelled community
like the Armenian nation, because by the
time that a return is possible, usually
decades or centuries have passed and the
original expellees are no longer alive. The
community, however, continues to exist,
so a collective right of the community is
needed for the accomplishment of their
return.

The right of a community to a home-
land can be established in positive inter-
national law. The Fourth Supplementary
Protocol to the European Human Rights
Convention forbids, along with the indi-
vidual expulsion of citizens, the collective
expulsion, whether of its own citizens
(Article 3, Paragraph 1) or even of for-
eigners (Article 4). Of greatest signifi-
cance is the Convention for the
Prevention and Punishment of Genocide
of December 9, 1948. Art. II, letter c, for-
bids the “intentional subjection of the
group to living conditions with goal of
causing their physical destruction in
whole or in part.”

It is important that here the physical
destruction of the group itself is men-
tioned, not that of the members of the
group, as in letters a and b or the chil-
dren of the group in letter e. A group is
not only physically destroyed when its
members dies but also when its members
must leave the group. Article II, letter c,

deportees.

According to the Genocide Convention,
national, ethnic, racial, and religious
groups are protected in its right to a
homeland (Article II). Clearly, minorities
are first of all understood by the concept
“group.” They need protection most
urgently because they can be easily made
an object of expulsion or annihilation
from their position of weakness in rela-
tion to the majority. Majorities generally
do not have to fear this. The concept
“group” however is not limited to minori-
ties. It includes all sorts of national, eth-
nic, racial, and religious communities, so
that the collective right to a homeland on
the basis of the Genocide Convention is
practically universal in its personal juris-
diction.

Besides individuals, the community
also possesses the right to a homeland. It
is, like the right to self-determination, a
fundamental right of the community and
essentially jus cogens. An expelled com-
munity thus has a right to return to its
homeland. In principle, this right belongs
to it as long as it exists, that is, has not
become extinct through assimilation and
sincerely maintains this claim. Just in the
most recent time there are examples of
the recognition of this right, such as the
resettlement of Austrians deported to
Rumania in the eighteenth century
because of their Protestant faith or the
Crimean Tatars who, after the end of the
Second World War, were deported from
the Crimean peninsula as punishment for
collaboration with Nazis. Any other solu-
tion would allow a state to maintain the
condition of injustice long enough in
order legally (in the absence of an oppos-
ing right) to get rid of a community and
to acquire its territory. Such an under-
standing must be strongly resisted
because it creates a terrible precedent
which is apt to destroy peace. What fol-
lows from injustice that goes unpunished
is shown in Hitler’s order of August 22,
1939: “I have given my death units the
command to exterminate men, women,
and children who belong to the Polish-
speak_ing race, without mercy or pity.
Only in this way can we acquire the vital-
ly necessary territory. After all, who
nowadays still remembers the extermina-
tion of the Armenians?”

An expelled community which makes
use of its right to a homeland and returns
to its homeland, possesses the right of
national self-determination in principle
and can on the basis of this determine its
political status (secession, autonomy,
etc.). It has however just been established
that the accomplishment of the return
usually takes up an extremely long period
of time. In the meantime, other people
and communities settle down in the area
of settlement of the expelled group and
generally resist the desire of the returned
community for self-determination. The
already raised question concerns the right
to a homeland and the right of self-deter-
mination of the settled rather than the
expelled community. This problem arises
today especially in the Armenian territory
belonging to Turkey, which after the
massacres and deportation during World
War I has now been settled by Turks and
Kurds, in Nagorno-Karabakh, and

Editor’s Note: This excerpt is from, On
the Right of Self-Determination of the
Armenian People of Nagorno-Karabakh, by
Haig E. Asenbauer. It was orginally pub-
lished in German by the publishing house,
Wilhelm Braumiiller, Universitéts-Verlags-
buchhandlung Ges.m.b.H. An English edi-
tion of this book, translated by Michael B.
Papazian, is being published by the Prelacy
and will be ready for distribution soon.
Copyright © 1994 by the Prelacy of the Ar-
menian Apostolic Church of America.

Nakhitchevan, where Armenians had
been replaced in part or in whole by
Azeris, in Southrn Tyrol, where in the last
seven decades a massive demographic
shift in favor of the Italians took place
and in the Baltic republics, where the set-
tlement of Russians and Ukrainians has
considerably reduced the percentage of
Balts.

Veiter attributes to the newly settled
people the right to a homeland because
they either had not settled improperly or
would have obtained the right to a home-
land in any case after three generations.
As a further consequence, they would
possess the right of self-determination so
that the original community in practice
would have no right so secede, especially
on the basis of securing the peace. The
latter argument, however, appears more
than questionable. What would endanger
the seace more than the disregard of the
fundamental rights of peole and the com-
munity. It is not the granting of these
rights which contains the seed of threats
to peace but rather their denial. As men-
tioned, Veiter’s view means nothing other
than a reward to the state for lasting and
persistent violation of the fundamental
rights of the individual and the communi-
ty. But even Veiter’s opinion concerning
the acquisition of the right to a homeland
by the newly settled cannot be accepted
so easily. Veiter confuses public interna-
tional law with municipal law. Surely it is
municipal Turkish or Italian law that
allows Italian and Turkish citizens to set-
tle freely. In relation to the state, the
newly settled communities doubtless
obtain the right to a homeland, all the
more as the state settled the community
there consciously. This does not necessar-
ily mean that the violation of the interna-
tional legal claims to a homeland and
self-determination of the individual and
community is healed. The original com-
munity maintains its right to a homeland
as long as it sincerely maintains this
claim. A nation cannot forfeit this right
either through lapse of time or because of
internal law.
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onp. $10.00

Quijubwqupbwé, nlpn. 3mAwbGiu
Smpwi Swiwn

Phfiput, 1991, 391 ke

Lwp. $20.00

QupuwkGg, Suilnp

Uh Uwpn m Uh Gpyhp o wy
Muwundnwudplitp

Mnupnt, 1994, 255 ke

onp. $20.00

Quipwwyb g, Swinp
tpym Boluwph
Mnupnt, 1992, 401 ke
onp. $20.00

Uwptinubwl, MNwdwky
duijuhwb QhGwGrwGGlp
Bphiwt, 1994, 144 kg
onp. $5.00

Ashjian, Archbishop Mesrob

St. Nerses of Lambron: Champion of the
Church Universal

NewYork, 1993,134 pp.

Hard Cover $15.00

Ashjian, Archbishop Mesrob
Armenian Church Patristic
and other Essays

NewYork, 1994,251 pp.
Hard Cover $25.00

Samuelian, Thomas J.

Armenian Dictionary in Transliteration
Arm.-Eng./Eng.-Arm.

New York, 1993, 140 pp.

Soft cover $10.00

Hard Cover $16.00

The Art of Armenian Cooking (with apron)
Compiled by NALG.

NewYork, 1993,228 pp.

Soft Cover $25.00
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Kherdian, David
Asking the River

New York, 1993, 106 pp.
Hard Cover $14.95

Karekin IT

In Search of Spiritual Life
New York, 1994, 285 pp.
Soft Cover $10.00

Sarafian, Ara

U.S. Official Documents on the
Armenian Genocide

Volume I

Watertown, 1993, 186 pp.

Soft Cover $15.00

Edgarian, Carol

Rise the Euphrates

A Novel

New York, 1994, 370 pp.
Hard Cover $22.00

Shaginyan, Aleksandr
Pogrom

A Novel of Armenian History
Chicago, 1994, 165 pp.
Hard Cover $21.95

Treasures in Heaven

Edited by Thomas F. Mathews and
Roger S. Wieck

Swi tzerland, 1994,232 pp.

Soft Cover $35.00

Hard Cover $69.50

Keshishian, James Mark
Inscribed Armenian
Rugs of Yesteryear
Virginia, 1994, 256 pp.
Hard Cover $62.00

L'ange D'Artsakh, Les
Monuments D'Architecture
Arménienne du Hant-
Karabakh (French and Russian)
Moscow, 1992, 218 pp.

Hard Cover $29.95

Bauer, Elisabeth

Armenia Past and Present
New York, 1981, 180 pp.
Hard Cover $10.00

Bournoutian, George A.
A History of Qarabagh
California, 1994,219 pp.
Hard Cover $24.95

Bournoutian, George A.

A History of the Armenian People
Volume I

California, 1993, 174 pp.

Soft Cover $15.00

Bournoutian, George A.

A History of the Armenian People
Volume 11

California, 1994,237 pp.

Soft Cover $15.00

Donabedian, Patrick
Thierry, Jean-Michel
Armenian Art

New York 1989, 623 pp.
Hard Cover $100.00

Aivazian, Aram P.

Armenia: Usurped by Genocide
and Treachery

Montreal, 1992, 420 pp.

Soft Cover $30.00

YOUR ORDER WILL

BE PROCESSED
IMMEDIATELY.
DON'T DELAY.
ORDER TODAY.

5



6 OUTREACH / December 1994

AUDIO TAPES
Khatchik Sarafian, Memories, Vol. 5, $8.00

VIDEO TAPES

Adiss, Ashoun E Ashoun, $8.00 A Weekend in Armenia
agm - » D ! A J ’ B I
Robert Chilingirian, Shall We Dance With, $8.00 (230:;: ; $;gzeor(;la Vol

S. Sarafian (violin), A. Aharonian (piano), Garodk $8.00
Hratchia Kochar, Garod " Yearning"

Produced by Hye Film Studios
Directed by Frounze Dovlatian

Garo Hairabedian (violin), Concert, $8.00

Albert Vartanian, Armenian Dance Music, $8.00

(2 hours) $20.00
Arevik, Azkakragan Yerker, $8.00
Karnig Sarkissian
For Your Party, Mixed Dance Music, $8.00 In His Absence
$13.95

Hagop Dertavitian, Armenian Folk Songs, $8.00

Vehapar: Beloved Brother

Sahag Sahagian, Heghapokhagan Yerker, $ 8.00 = N, . .
Visit of Catholicoi Vazken I and Karekin I to Zangezour, April 1989

Nor Serount, Folk Dance, $8.00 $15.00

State Dance Ensemble of Armenia, $8.00 Anoush Ter Taulian

Shish Kebab Party, Vol. III, Mixed Dance Music, $15.00 Children of Artsakh,
Artsakh Freedom Struggle

Maratouk, Song and Dance Ensemble, $8.00 $20.00

Gomidas, Armenian Mass, $8.00 Talish

Yegmalian, Armenian Mass, $8.00 An Introduction for the Reconstruction of the Village
$15.00

Khorenian, Armenian Mass, $8.00

. . ] (Add $3.00 for shipping & handling per Video Tape ordered
MKhitar Tizian, Armenian Jokes, $7.00 % i & P )

Taline, Hink Pokrig Patigner, $8.00
UBuullylv 4PUSUrLUNRRPRUYEN
2tn. bpmwn SEvhpaliwl QuiGuunu, 1994, 24 Lty

«UwytipnhG Rwphjuip» orpp. $4.95
VwwntiGwwp

Véco, Childrens' World (includes song book), $10.00
Vaco, The Mischievous Armen (includes song book), $10.00

Yorgantz, Yorgantz and Children, $8.00
&k ohtipm YuiywpwGp
(PwpgwbmpmG UGgipkGE-duylipkl
Umpp 1 Buwbnn Qulnubwi)
QulGwinu, 1994, 24 ky

Pnp. $4.95

Yorgantz, Hayeren Gerkem, $8.00 - Lyl vwhuybn

. Snpp Ulqln

« Yppwwwpwn dwhuwgl

. DwGuuwp o Munuuuuwn U

1
2
AraKekedjian, Songs for Children, $8.00 3
4
5. UwGuiuwp i1 Tununuuwp B.
6
7
8
9

Hampig Djabourian, Shourchbar Special, $8.00

Ulypunpy bty Uy hp
UwGwGhG U.Gwwunp
UGphpwu, 1991, 16 Ly
fonp. $3.00

(Add $1.00 for shipping & handling per Audio Tape ordered) . VwGwuwp i Tunumuuwp G-

. VwGunnup b Tununauwp -
. Unm& UAtip Ui
. Unmé Uhikip F.

COMPACT DISKS

Komidas, Rustic Scenes,
Vatche Barsoumian (conductor) $15.00

Rouben, Midnight, $15.00

Heghine Harboyan,
Nanar, Armenian Art Songs, $15.00

George Baghdoyan, Enger Ankin, $15.00
Arman Baghtchedjian, Intz Lsir, $15.00

Richard Hagopian,
Armenian Music through the Ages, $15.00

Richard Hagopian,
Best of Armenian Folk Music, $15.00

Apo Mahseredjian, Arev-Arev, $15.00

Harout Pamboukjian,
Dariner Antzan, $15.00

Vatche Mgrditchian, Kez Hamar, $15.00
Vatche Mgrditchian, Yerevan, $15.00
Vatche Mgrditchian, Meghavor, $15.00

Shish Kebab Party, Mixed Dance Music,
Vol. 1, $15.00

Shish Kebab Party, Mixed Dance Music,
Vol. 2, $15.00

Vahe, Varouj, Lou Varoujan,
Dark Eyes $15.00

(Add $1.00 for shipping & handling per
Compact Disk ordered)

P09 09 9®0 © 66 0 0 9

tpht zuppp $27.00

V.GawihG OnwGwip
(Pwpquwbnemt BGebpkGh-Qwybpki
Uppp b Vuwlinn QuilnutiuG)
QuuGumu, 1994, 24 Ly

onp. $4.95

Pmnpt Snypwiyny boluwbmAhG

(Prwpguwlmpmi BbqbptGE-dulbipkG
Umpp bt Buwbn Quibnubiwi)

Lhyprhwi, UnGw

Uty Lwwhyp, The One and Only
(BGgy. i dwy.)

Qi hdnpGpw, 1992, 43 ko
onp. $12.00

VwiphyiwG, LwiymhAp
Uwijuwywwwikjwl Gpgtip m Muptp
Lnu UG&Lpnu, 1992, 121 ke :
onp. $20.00

PRELACY BOOKSTORE ORDER FORM

Description of ltem

Quantity Price

Make checks payable to: Armenian Prelacy Bookstore
138 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016

Ship to:

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone (Day)

0 Prelacy Member No.

Sub Total §

Add $3.75* S&H §

$1.00foreach &
additional item
TOTAL &

Prelacy members are entitled to 10% discount.

*Unless Otherwise Noted



Nation Building and the Church
Reflections on the Mission of the Armenian Church Today:
A conversation with His Holiness Karekin II

by Hratch Tchilingerian

Editor’s Note: The following interview with His Holiness was published in Volume
IV, Number 2 issue of WINDOW QUARTERLY, published by the Armenian Church
Research and Analysis Group (ACRAG) which addresses issues of importance to the
Church and provides a forum for dialogue and discussion. For subscription infor-
mation contact: ACRAG, P.O. BOX 700664, San Jose, CA 95170.

Q. As Catholicos of the Great House
of Cilicia, how do you see the mission

of the Armenian Church today?

KAREKIN II: I would like to answer this
question in two parts:

First, the general mission of the Arme-
nian Church—throughout the cen-
turies—has been and is the same: making
faith in Christ alive and effective in the
life of the Armenian nation. This was the
mission of the Armenian Church yester-
day, is today, and will be tomorrow, in
the future.

Second, based on the conditions of
contemporary times, the broad mission of
the Armenian Church should have a new
direction. With the regeneration of our
homeland—after seventy years of dicta-
torship—a new era has opened before us,
through the fruition of the self-indepen-
dence of the Armenian nation. As such,
the role of the church in the life of our
nation acquired a new significance and
importance.

In this respect, I am convinced that
today the Armenian Church in Armenia
should have a new apostolate—an evan-
gelistic role in the life of our people. Our
people is in need of Christianization. The
population is Christian, nominally,
through its history, heritage, iradition,
but we need to explicate Christian faith
in such a way—in the contemporary life
of our people—that they may see the val-
ues that are vital to the moral health and
happiness of a person and of a nation.

Q. How do you understand this new
apostolate?

KAREKIN II: I use the term apostolate
in the same sense as it was understood
and practiced in the early centuries of
Christianity, that is, activate evangelistic
ministry which will penetrate into the
people’s consciousness and lifestyle in
their application of the Christian faith.
We should not feel sufficed by just
preaching general Christian truths, in a
theoretical or abstract way. No. But we
should rather preach what Jesus says in
relation fo the diverse aspects of human
life. What does the Gospel say about life
and its dynamics. Christian faith should
be connected to life. It should not be just
theoretical formulations about God or the
Trinity or other truths—by which people
are left to think that these have no rele-
vancy to their everyday life. For example,
in Armenia, in order for our people to
rebuild tiieir country, they need work,
they need to take personal initiatives and
not wait for foreign or outside aid. There
is a nation building process. When the
Asian and African countries came out of
colonialism and became independent
nations, starting with India, the churches
in these countries developed a theology of
nation building—how to build a nation.
Tor instance, which Christian truths con-
tribute to the well being of a nation?
Today, we should interpret the Biblical
saying, “In the sweat of your face you
shall eat bread...” [Genesis 3:19] in such
a way that the soil of Armenia—the nat-
ural resources of Armenia—would
become the field of work for our people.
You are well aware that during the Soviet
era—under the domination of the Soviet
re%ime—- eople felt used and cheated by
a force that was above its will and con-
trol, which resulted in a work ethic that
was void of honesty and persistence.

Let us take the example of the German
nation. After WWII, Germany overcame
the destruction of the war and became a
economically powerful nation in the
world—by work force. In those days, I
remember the great efforts of the
German churches to make Christian
faith an active and practical aspect of
their peoples lives, rather than just a
pietistic expression or an abstract under-
standing of salvation of souls. There are
many other aspects in the moral sphere
of our national life which need to be
reformed through our Christian faith, as
well as the experience of faith that our
forefathers bequeathed us.

Q. How about the Armenian Church
in the Diaspora?

KAREKIN II: As far as the Diaspora is
concerned, I believe that the role of our
church today should primarily be the
transmission of our Christian faith
through the revitalization of our national
tradition and not just by formalistic and
mere preservation of that tradition. In
most countries—whether in Europe or
the United States—our people live in
Christian societies. The Roman Catholics
or the Protestants preach the same
Gospel, however, where is the specificity
of the Armenian Church’s mission? I
believe that the specificity of the
Armenian Church is in her unique
Armenian coloration of Christian faith
which our forefathers transmitted to us
throughout the centuries. For example, let
us take the theology of the Cross. In the
western societies—whether in Roman
Catholic or Evanggelical circles—the Cross
is the abstraction of suffering, You rarely
see the word “crucifixion” used in west-
ern literature. However, we need to teach
our people that Christian faith is lived
through sacrifice and not through com-
placency. Christianity is not a badge you
put on your chest. Christianity is a part of
your existence. Therefore, we need to tell
our people that when the idea of sacrifice
is lost in life, then—according to our
Armenian understanding—we cannot
Jjustifiably live a Christian life.

Q. Your Holiness, could you further
explain this “theology of the cross?”

KAREKIN II: Let me share with you an
experience. One day, I was in Germany to
deliver a sermon and there I made the
distinction between the Cross and
Crucifixion. I said, we are here in this
Christian world to bear witness to the
fact that the cross is not an ornament to
wear or a reminder of the crucifixion of
Christ, but it is participation in the act of
crucifixion. That is to say, sharing the suf-
fering of others, and by sharing that suf-
fering, we manifest our love in a supreme
way. Therefore, we need to transmit
those traditions and perceptions that we
have inherited from our forebearers. Our
fathers have given a certain Armenian
color to Christian faith, which springs
out from Armenian experience in history
and time. Second in this respect, we need
to be able to explain to our people the
fact that nationhood (Azkootyune) is not
opposed to religion. It is rationalisrn that
repudiates Christian faith—nationalism
that is exclusivist, i.e., that which does not
recognize anything beyond itself, that
which absolutizes itself. Therefore, the
national character of our church is a
unique character and we should not
ignore it. Just because we live in a plural-
istic society, it does not mean that the
national character of the church is unim-
portant. This will hurt our church.

Let me give you the example of our
churches. I have lived and studied in
England and I have seen how the
Anglican Church is intermingled with the
British nation. And this is not an obstacle
to the preaching of the Gospel. In fact,
recently, a new term has found populari-
ty in thelogy, philosophy and sociology:
the word enculturation. Whenever
Christianity has been introduced into a
country or has been permeated into the
life of a nation, it has been influenced by
the culture of that given country. But
most important, in turn, it has influ-
enced the culture of that nation. No
nation, no collective entity lives without a
cultural environment. In the United
States, when we say Armenian culture,
we do not understand a monolithic cul-
ture, it is multi-faceted. The last time
when I was in Los Angeles, the corre-
spondent of the Los Angeles Times asked
me: “What do you think of America, do
you believe that it is still a melting pot or
a salad bowl?” I said, “I don’t like either
of these expressions. For me, for my own
understanding and experience of
American life, American culture is a
mosaic, in which the colors get their val-
ues in the harmony in which the artist
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€oeeb TUMGLBGL 2U.3PGUDLRDPUY  (Gup- by 2-10)

2wwd 1Gpwl vp thkabpniG, (En-
Ghpny, dnplipn, YwlwGywqupn wy-
qhhtpn, Juwwnun (h&kpny, ptiq nbk-
twpwnp uwywunn, jupownnyn wniniw)-
wnn fhGunnipg, wiwlnwlwG, wun-
twdGhpnt pGwlwyw)p Gpyhp vp:
U.qqulwomby kpgtpni, $bunwyw-
YuwlG Akpnuwjwl npnuwqbpn,
puppemwdGlpny, Ytwtipn, 2jugmghy,
Ywluwpnhy, tpwquihG Yipunniwdp
up, wiblh Gphonp, win dwyptGhp
puniwdp...: Mtwnp Ep ywwpwuwn
LWy Yhown dwnwbiim win dwpt-
Ghph(, GnyGhuy Ywbphn wy qGny:

Umuwtu tpnmd vimnnGlpkG StyG
Ep wijuwulwd Qwjwuwnwl Judwinp
ppwim piYGudnt JEp puphywdp:
bphG Ak niGlgwd Ybp juouwygni-
pEGEG wdhu vp pk Gpym bwnp, tip-
Ymphu fwvwpuwlwug pupawdh dp
yhenguit whwh wnbntywbw)h, np U.
(wyn tp pp wGmGhG uyqpGuwwnwnp)
UGwyntG pGwYyheh AwbGquwiwGpny
jwennud tp hnjuwnpnipy Qwywu-
wwl, ywpqunpliny Gubi, np wdb-
phiiwl whivwmptwi Yynndt ppkG
Yyawpmwd whiywupmpbwl YhGuwpen-
2wlyp dkiny vp ninwupynih widkG
wuhu pphG, dwjwuwmwb: vwdwy
qrwd Ep U., hGdp wy ywulbuwinp
puptiy npytiny nt yhotightk Gnp pu
AtigGwlwh Yyipwpbkpmiu Ywidwanp
Gppwint hp wnwowpyhli wnppny,
huwgmgwd tn, np tpyphG nhvwgpw-
1wd whnbuwlwl whwpym wwqbw-
whG Uk, hp QuGdwd YhGuwpniuyny
Yp ywgnnkp wwubh ywip GphuwbGgh
fiwy plwnwGhpGEpnt wwpniuwp fin-
qu],- Ghwinh wnwd wdkphykwb
npwdwlpohG qjuwupnnin ywntw-
nnn wnwpptipmpmGp: «UWJEG dwpn pp
YUnpgwdhG ywih,-Y'iqpupwytp vkp
puptjwdp U. hp GuidwyhG dke-—wfiw
Eu w] jwduwnpniphG Y'pGhd hd
Ypgwdhu swih, Ypgwd dkinyu, pw-
plhiGtipu Awuygnnueg...»:

UklyGwpwlimptwi Yp Ywpownh'G
wjltitu wiuwntin dbp «fudwinpy pw-
PEYwUhG juoupkpp: MGy pw”G, hGy-
Pw”G qnywgh, pigpw u dn&hd, yuk-
guinp hGpqhlipu qauigh wlgwsd wyn
opp hbpkh itwn winwktu Jupniwd
pwnu Awdwp:

UhehG-Unptirtk; ph win opAGniwd
nuunwiGGEpkG JEYniG dke Awuwy
wnwd m ywidwinp gunprwliwGni-
phwl yhpehl ynpdwlpny V.dkphyw
uthhinpuninpniwd AwtipkG JEYG k&
Gphwvwuwnn me 2Gnpfiwgh Rdhoy 2.:
nuinnjwGpy whdhgwwku, np 2Gnp-
fiwh pwnp yupwning qphgh wyu-
nbn by win JupwGuniGpp ny pt
dhwil pwphlwiuhu pdholy &.-h Aw-
yhuunmpehiGp yhpuanplpm JuukG kp,
wiy npny ikl Awuwnmwwn qghingnnG
G, np wyn dkp 2ning, thwphwyng
dwynhpltpkG YyuwuwnwnopkG fupwnynnk
k, hGy Yp yEpwpliph hp wGapE...: Gy
mplidG, pdhoy &. pdoywywl wpmbu-
whG Ut pGwdhG Yupdtp nmwnwGnmf
up odwnwd win wqwé, yqnwgu
win YwinmwdhG vke hp Gniwwd
GuwpiwGdth nhpplpny mt dgunbgu
Uh2wn unbtith Yunwpbiwg, wibiih upnht
Yuwnwpbjwgnpdmpebwlg m wnbiwpwnp
Jwulwghvnwgwt jwhgbkint Awdwnp

puts them.” Likewise for us Armenians in
America, obviously we live in the Amer-
ican culture and we cannot consider that
culture foreign to us. However, as
Armenians, we can contribute to the
American mosaic with our unique
color—a color that has been formed and
shaped through our centuries-old experi-
ence. On the other hand, if we identify
one hundred percent with those realities
that are connected with various aspects
and their consequences to life, then we
lose our “saltiness,” we lose our distinc-
tive features.

That is why I believe that today the
mission of our church—both in Armenia
and the Diaspora—is in need of a new
orientation, with a renewed energy and a
clear vision. Without a clear vision, our
activities become routine—without an
impact on the people.

yippwwku... ywuGwghwnnipbwbg
dwulwqpwmmpbwb: Shpwlwim fiw-
dwp ybippwwtu dwiniyGlpnt upwh
Yhpwpnidmpbwi wdtGwlpphG Jwu-
Gwgpnmpbwi: wjwunwGh swpw-
nkw tipypwawpdhG nu wnp ywenprnn
hpwrnwpdmphwig wnhpnyd wijwnb-
gwi, whwphymbgun Jupdkp Gub
wiu wnwb: dwjwunwGhG oqllipn,
fiwpwquunblpmb oqbmpbwtG thm-
pwni, «pwliny ¥p oquuwljup ppiw-
1nt» win wbuwly Jp whkGnwqhb
hpwpwlgdwl vty pGYwi: Gu npny -
fitinbiL pumwd Lk, np Awuwnwn Yudpl
nt fiunuanpp (Einp wknkG Yp 2wpdtd,
wiu nuwh jusnnlgwi... diiny Jp
QuijuinwG Gppuwy, GnpwRwuwmwin
h2luwmplwGg itwn fwujwgnnni-
rtwl Up qu, npykuqh upwnh njw-
pmphwdp nwnwwnn fw] bphluw-
Gtip, npnlg YEwlpp yrwlqmuwd k
wnbiwpwp G npnGp JhGykr wyuop
Unuymuw Yjwy Udtphw mnwpynim
ndnmwphl nm wyjwwku ywwGquinp
ywpuwwnpmpbtwli ¥ty thG, w)n
Epbjuwllpp ytwn wyunt gnpdngni-
rhwl LGGpwpymhl QwywuinwGh vEeG
puy... hp &unpny: Rdhoy 2.-h wuio-
moliwyhg witphyjugh ywubGwqkwnn-
GhpkG ¥EYp Y'pukp hGdh wngh op, np
Udkphjuyh vk dwwnp ypwy fwd-
ppunn, JwulwqbwGlpnt 2wpphG £ dkp
pwptiwd pdhay &. B np wiuwkn,
Ept mqt «cunwupkwl dpphnG wninjupp
nhpun Yp 2hGk...»: SwpnmuwG YEukG
witith Qwiwuwnws £ uwluyb Apdw
rdh2Yy &. fiwy LphluwGhpniG upwny
qpunud, ipkifuwitpmb uhpunp Yuq-
nniplipny, qopwgGtinm gnpdhG Gmpp-
iwd: B ugy 2w jwtwlu, dwywu-
wwGh 2ppwihwlvwi ikntiwGpny
EEpunpuwywt nydh sqnyimpbwG wwwn-
Gwnny, Undh, pippnm fud hGpGw-
2undh wwepphlitpnt |njuny...: Uh
fuouhp hpkG Gnithpnidh, qnAwpkpni-
prtwl Ywy wn dth pwGhpm Jwuh,
Yplwy quipwluy nt gwwn ppunopki
wwunwufuwil) dhq:

U.ju ybipgtipu, npn2 Yupqunpni-
phwlg wpwdwnpniphwdp pwGh Jp
wdpuny Udbphjw yEpwnwpdwd
pLiwiny, pdp2y &--h it bplwup-
Ephwn juouwlghynm vtp Junbtup un-
YnpmphGp yhpwguwGp: Ukp jo-
uwlgniph®iGp: UipshG pwnwuniG
tpqbtpmb GUwG, npnGg pnyinpG wy,
pun wuwgnwdphl wwbatpn 2mpe
Yp nwnGuwb, JiphGG w) whuwluwn
Ytpwny, Awj, AwinphntG, dwjwu-~
wwl, dwjwunwGh Giplwh wiayu-
1hg Yh@wyhé pwnwpwyul, nbwnk-
vwiwl wnprnwhwp jugmpebwG n
win yhwyhG wivhowywl nupdwh
quGkint, nwpdwl plipkm Apunfwjw-
YwlhG, wGitwwdqljh wifipwdbko-
wnmpebwl 2nipg Yp YujwGwyhG:

Ugn ouwygnipbwbGg vkymG
pGpwgphG, tpp YPwybwpymbp Qw-
Jwunwbhb oqlbtpm whiAwnwywi pt
fiunwpwywl widhewYwl Yupkihm-
phGlbp JEowtn phiphym wlfipwdtiz-
wnpbwl ywuhG,—«Bu dtip vty wyik-
GEG pwhununnpl G ,—puwt jwilwpd
puptijwdu, pdh2y &.,—pwjuwwinp
Ed, np hd niligwd vhenghbkpny Yp
jwennpu oquiwlwp pyiwy, yYp juen-
v dwnwiky dbp AwyptihphG:

Pwluwnwnp kp, pwhinuanp pupt-
Ywdu pdh2y- &., wwwwbh wwphpkl
h Ubp ZwinkGhphG Swnwybim pp Yu-
nwpwd Eppmdp YuphkGw) jupglmG
Awdwp:

Fwwnunn’p tp wiiwuywsd, npny -
fiibir hGypw”G, hGypwh wnwp Ywh
nu wnehyGkp, npnlp wwywihG qpyp-
twd Yp JGwh AunpiGhppl dwnwjkim
w)n pwhwntd...:

CHANGING
YOUR ADDRESS?

Don't forget
to let us know!
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AZERI BOMBS HAVE DAMAGED
OR DESTROYED 149 TOWNS AND
VILLAGES IN ARTSAKH.

ARMENIAN FAMILIES ARE NOW
READY TO RETURN HOME.

IN THIS SEASON OF GIVING
HELP REBUILD A HOME.
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A scena in the village of Talish where the Prelacy will repair 630 homes, schools, hospital, roads, and water supply.
With the liberation of Artsakh, a major effort is now being made homes in Mantakert, Mardouni, Hadroot, and Askeran, and pri-
to bring the people back to their land so they can start to rebuild marily the village of Talish in Martaken, including the village's 630
their lives. Nearly ali of the homes-are in need-of major repairs homes, schools, hospital, roads, and water supply.
and the government of Artsakh has embarked on a massive pro-
ject of reconstruction. Currently the government is making a At this time of year, when we have already enjoyed the bounty of
major effort to bring the people back to their homes. The Thanksgiving Day and now look forward to the joyous Christmas
estimated cost per house for reconstruction is (US)$300. The season, what better way can we express our commitment to the
Prelacy will be working directly with the government to renovate people of Artsakh than to help rebuild their homes and lives?

“Every house Is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.”
— Hebrews 3:4 —

1 Enclosed is my donation of: r

i 09$300 Q%600 Q%900 Q$1200 O $1500 Q$3000 to help rebuild homes for f
families in Artsakh. (The cost of renovating each house is approximately $300.)

LI Sorry, I cannot donate the cost of a home but wish to participate with my donation of B
$__ tobe utilized toward the expense of renovating:
QSchool QHospital QO Kindergarten QChurch QRoads Q Water System
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H_omc to Ho.me I Checks payable to Armenian Apostolic Church of America and mailed to: -
From America | Armenian Prelacy, 138 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016 il
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