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Cilician See Elects & Consecrates Catholicos Aram I

His Holiness Aram I was consecrated Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia on Saturday, July 1 by
His Holiness Karekin I, Catholicos and Supreme Patriarch of All Armenians, with the participation
of His Beatitude Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Patriarch of Jerusalem and His Beatitude Archbishop
Karekin Kazanjian, Patriarch of Constantinople and Bishops of the Armenian Church from around the
world. The newly elected Catholicos is anointed with Holy Oil (photo left) during the ceremony.

See pages 4 & 5 for more coverage.

Archbishop Ashjian Recuperating at Home W Inside:

We are very pleased to report that Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian is ] ) )
recuperating at home following successful heart surgery on Monday, July ® Executive Council Seminar : pages 2 and 7
24, at St. Joseph’s Medical Center, Paterson, New Jersey. The surgery was
performed by noted heart surgeon, Dr. Harout Mekhjian. His Eminence is | @ Archbishop Ashjian in Armenia: page 5
thankful to God for the success of the procedure and expresses his thanks
to Dr. Mekhjain, Dr. Raffy Hovanessian and to all those who with their | @ Bird’s Nest: A Lesser Known
prayers and good wishes helped his recovery.

His Eminence is feeling very well and attending to Prelacy business
Jrom his home. He is expected to return to the Prelacy office within the next
few weeks.

Cilician Treasure: page 6

® Prelacy Book Store : page 8
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Prelacy’s St. Gregory of Datev Institute
Sponsors Summer Religious Program

Staff and students at the 9th annual Summer Religious Program

sponsered by the St. Gregory of Datev Institute.

Fifty-eight young adults and teens from
11 Prelacy parishes and seven staff mem-
bers came together for the Ninth Annual
Summer Religious Studies Program of St.
Gregory of Datev Institute, which took
place at the St. Mary of Providence Center
in Elverson, Pennsylvania, July 2-9, 1995.

Designed to prepare and equip Church
servants for ministry in the Armenian
Apostolic Church and to quicken the faith
of the participants, the Institute offered
four levels of studies plus postgraduate
courses for the graduates of the Institute.
There were 16 students in level I, 12 in
level II, 10 in level III, 10 in level IV, and
10 postgraduates.

The week-long program covered a
wide variety of topics, touching on almost
every aspect of the life of the Armenian
Church, through lectures and workshops,
prayer and worship, Bible studies and dis-
cussions. Courses were presented on what
the Armenian Apostolic Church believes
and teaches as dogma, what the church
celebrates and how, plus the way in which
one may live out the Cliristian life in this
world.

The community life of the Institute
consisted of morning and evening worship
services, 6-7 hours of class timie, common
meals, and some type of community
work, recreational activities and socials.

The program each day began with
Morning Service at 7:15 a.m., followed by
breakfast. From 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
five concurrent classes were held, with
short breaks in between classes and a
lunch break."”’

The studies resumed after dinner with
a general lecture for all at 7:00 p.m.
and/or Bible studies for three different age
groups from 8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Monday evening Dr. Hovannes
Hovannesian, psychiatrist from France,
spoke about Prayer and Healing;
Wednesday evening the participants
watched the video of the consecrafion of
the newly elected Catholicos of the Great
House of Cilicia, Aram I. Thursday
evening Rev. Dr. Mesrob Tashjian present-
ed an informative lecture on the history of
the Armenian Church in the United States.
The communal life of the Institute each
day came to a close with the Peace Hour
Service according to the Canon of the
Armenian Apostolic Church.

The afiernoons (2:30-G:00 p.m.) were
set aside for recreational activities and
socials, which proved to be community-
building and enhancing events for the
Institute. Soccer, volleyball, swimming
were some of the free-time recreational
activities. The participants enjoyed a day-
trip to Hershey Park on July 4th. The Insti-
tute held its traditiona) talent show on
Friday evening which included vocal and
instrumental selections, as well as comedy
skits.

Saturday, July 8, after breakfast and
morning service, the Institute’s partici-
pants came together to cevaluate the weck—
long program. A number of constructive
suggestions were made by the participanis
relative to the content and the format of
the program. This also afforded the

Institute an opportunity to assess the
needs of the youth, needs that will shape
the goals and the objectives of the
Institute’s future programs.

On Sunday, July 9, celebration of the
Sourp Badarak (Divine Liturgy) at St.
Gregory the Illuminator Church in
Philadelphia brought a nice culmination
to the week-long program. The celebrant
was Fr. Nerses Manoogian, pastor of St.
Gregory's. The sermon was delivered by
Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian, the Vicar
General of the Prelacy and the Director of
the Institute.

After the Sourp Badarak, a graduation
banquet was hosted by the Ladies Guild of
St. Gregory Church, followed by entertain-
ment which showcased the many and
varied talents of the Datevatzies. With the
distribution of certificates, the program
came to a close.

The teaching staff of the Institute con-
sisted of Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian,
Very Rev. Nareg Alemezian, Rev. Dr.
Mesrob Tashjian, Rev. Antranig Baljian,
Rev. Nerses Manoogian, Dn. Shant
Kazanjian, Dr. Hovannes Hovannesian,
and Dr. Arsen Mekaelian.

The Institute extends its warin grati-
tude and thanks to the staff members, to
the pastors and boards of trustees of the
following communities who sponsored
$200 of the cost for each participant from
their community: Sourp Khatch,
Washington, DC; St. Gregory, Indian
Orchard, Mass; St. Stephen’s, Watertown,
Mass.; Sts. Vartanantz, Ridgefield, N.J.; St.
Sarkis, Douglaston, New York; St. Gregory,
Philadelphia; Sts. Vartanantz, Providence.

A special thanks also to the parents
who entrusted their children to the
Institute for a week of spiritual formation;
to the Pastor, Board of Trustees and
Ladies Guild of St. Gregory’s for hosting
the graduation luncheon on Sunday; to
the following parishioners of St. Gregory’s
Church: Mr. and Mrs. Vartan Karakelian
who made a van available for the
Institute; Asdghig Kazanjian who provided
delicious Armenian food on the opening
night; Mr. George Mukalian who treated
the “Datevatzies™ at his Burger King near
the Center. The Institute is also gratelul to
the Prelacy’s Ladies Guild and to Mr.
Manuel Shehirian of Toronto for their
donations; to Mr. Henrig Sahagian of
Pennsylvania for the gift of Armenian tri-
color Uni-Mart mugs to the “Datevatzies.”
Likewise many thanks to Martha
Mekaelian of Tllinois who secured various
resources for the Institute. <
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St. Stephen’s in Boston Dedicates Khatchkar

April 15, 1915 is a day that is indelibly
etched in the minds of all Armenians.
Historically the day is known as Martyrs’
Day. It is a day of remembrance for the
1.5 million Armenians who were victims
of the genocide perpetrated by Turkey.
Eighty years to the day, at high noon, the
consecration of a Khatchkar, as a memor-
ial to the martyrs, was conducted at St.
Stephen’s Church in Watertown by
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian.

The Khatchkar, an elegant stone
carved in Hayastan and shipped to
Massachusetts, is a touching memorial to
the martyrs of the genocide. The ceremo-
ny, which followed the Divine Liturgy, had
a capacity audience. Speakers included
the Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian;
Aram Minassian, chairman of the Board
of Trustees and Archpriest Torkom
Hagopian. Also attending the consecration
as presiding priest was Rev. Antranig
Baljian. Other attendees were Rev. Dajad
Davidian and Father Raphael Andonian.

St. Stephen’s parish is deeply appre-
ciative to Mr. and Mrs. Vasken Basmajian,
who made generous donations for the
purchase of the stone and the construc-
tion of the site. The Basmajian donation
was made as an unselfish contribution to
the million and a half fallen Armenians of

Mr. & Mrs.
Vazken
Basmajian, who
sponsored the
Khatchkar,

with Archpriest
Torkom Hagopian
and Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian
during the
dedication
ceremony.

the genocide.

The site for the Khatchkar is within the
confines of the church lawn and is acces-
sible to parishioners and visitors alike, and
a considerable number of people have
been visiting the tranquil site. <

Vazken Ghougassian Receives Ph.D. from
Columbia University

Vazken Ghougassian, Executive
Director of the Prelacy, received his Ph.D.,
from Columbia University in May.

Dr. Ghougassian received his M.A.
from Columbia Univeristy in 1978 and his
M.Phil. in 1979. He is a 1971 graduate of
the Armenian Theological Seminary in
Antelias, Lebanon, and has also studied at
the General Theological Seminary in New
York City.

Dr. Ghougassian was Chancellor of the
Cilician Catholicate from April 1979 to
December 1988. He has taught Armenian
Literature and History at the Cilician See’s
Armenian Theological Seminary, the
Souren Khanamirian College in Beirut,
and at special Summer Studies programs
in Lebanon. He has also served as Editor
of Hask Armenological Review from 1980
to 1988.

Dr. Ghougassian served as a member
of the Central Educational Council {or the
Diocese of Lebanon; as Librarian for the
All Saviour’s Monastery in New Julfa, Iran;
and director of cultural programs of the
Armenian Youth Center in New Julfa,
Iran.

His doctoral dissertation, “The
Emergence of the Armenian Diocese of
New Julfa in the Seventeenth Century,”
explores the history of one of the largest,
most properous and influential Sees of the
seventeenth century Armenian Church.
Created in 1605 and centered in New

Julfa, a suburb of Isfahan, the capital of
Safavid Iran, the diocese of New Julfa
played a prominent role in the religious,
administrative and cultural life of the
Armenian church and people. Primarily
based on Armenian and Persian archival
materials, as well as other Armenian pri-
mary sources and seventeenth century

(Dl - g
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and
Dr. Vazken Ghougassian.

western travelers’ accounts, the diocese of
New Julfa is studied for the first time as
the religious institution of the largest non-
Muslim minority of Iran.

Dr. Ghougassian’s language proficiency
includes Modern Armenian, Modern
Persian, Arabic, English, French, Classical
Armenian, Middle Persian-Pahlavi, and
Germarn.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian attended
the graduation ceremonies with pride and
offered his congratulations to his Execu-
tive Director who managed to continued
his studies while working on a full-time
basis at the Prelacy.

Dr. Ghougassian and his wife, Houri,
are parents {o one son, Varant. They cur-
rently live in Queens, New York. -
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Cilician See Elects & Consecrates Catholicos Aram I

TH:E courtyard of the main cathedral at
the Cilician Catholicate became a pilgrim-
age site for officials and lay people from
throughout the world who gathered
Saturday evening, July 1, for the consecra-
tion and anointment of the newly elected
Catholicos, Aram I of the Great House of
Cilicia. ]

Crowds of well-wishers, incltldiné
Lebanese government officials, gathered
outside the St. Gregory the Illuminator
Church to witness the momentous occa-
sion.

Former Catholicos of Cilicia and cur-
rent Catholicos of All Armenians, His
Holiness Karekin I, was present for the
sacred ritual as were the Armenian
Patriarch of Jerusalem His Beatitude
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian; the
Patriarch of Constantinople, Archbishop
Karekin Kazanjian; members of the
Cilician Brotherhood, prelates, clergy and
lay delegates to the World National
Assembly.

The Divine Liturgy began shortly
before 7 p.m. as Karekin I and Aram I
emerged from chambers clad in their col-
orful vestments and made their way to the
altar. The two were led by members of
the clergy all attired in traditional vest-
ments. As the procession moved along the
Cathedral’s bells tolled and the beautiful
voices of the choir could be heard.

Before the Divine Liturgy the newly
elected Catholicos underwvent the confes-
sion ceremony after which he and Karekin
I and the Bishops ascended to the altar.

The Consecration and Anointment of
the new Catholicos took place during Mass
conducted by Karekin I with the
Patriarchs of  Jerusalem and
Constantinople as well as 14 archbishops
from the Etchmiadzin and Cilician Sees.

Address by Karekin I

Catholicos Karekin I emphasized that it
was a joyous day in the history of the
church and the Armenian people, because
it was one of the brightest and most beau-
tiful days in the history of the Armenian
Church.

“The Armenian Apostolic Church is
here today with one heart, one soul, one
will, and one vision. I speak for everyone
when I say this is one of the most joyous
days in our history,” said the Efchmiadzin
pontiff who thanked God for the opportu-
nity to participate in this historic occasion.

Sermon by Aram 1

In his inaugural sermon, Aram I said
he would seek God’s guidance in fulfilling
his duties as _Catholicos in the hard times
being faced_ 'by Armenia, Artsakh, and the
diaspora.

Aram I saluted Catholicos of All
Armenians, Karekin I, with whom he
would now serve in a fraternal atmos-
phere for the sake of the ideas of a united
nation, a single homeland, and a single
church.

He saluted the Republic of Armenia
and its people, from which he said the
diaspora is inseparable. He also praised
the people of Karabagh and its brave free-
dom fighters and stated that the Great
House of Cilicia “will work toward
strengthening Armenia’s statehood and
Karabagh’s struggle.”

His Holiness thanked Syria and
Lebanon who were the first to give refuge
to those escaping the Genocide. He also
noted that the Cilician See has contributed
to the development of its Arab host coun-
tries and that it would continue to do so.

Catholicos Aram noted the historic sig-
nificance of this period for Armenia and
the Armenian nation, emphasizing that
the various segments of Armenian socicty
depend on each other and that differences
should be put aside in faver of a coopera-
tive environment of mutual respect.

“This spiritual home is-everyone’s
home,” he said. “Its doors are open wide
for everyone. It will serve everyone and
will work with a vision of one church, one
people, and one homeland. This is how I
was taught under Zareh I, Khoren I, and
Karckin 0. And this is how we will teach

His Holiness Karekin I, Supreme Patriarch of All Armenians leads Aram I to the Cathedral.

every servant of the Armenian Church
and Armenian people who emerge from
this spiritual institution.” He stressed that
cooperation between the two Sees would
continue with renewed faith and will.
Government officials attending includ-
ed: Lebanese President Elias Hrawi; Prime
Minister Rafik Harriri; representatives of
the chairman of the Parliament, Abdel
Latif Zein; Deputy Chairman of
Parliament, Michel Murh; Lebanese-
Armenian government ministers, Shahe
Barsoumian and Hagop Demirjian;
Parliament deputies Khachig Babigian,
Souren Khanamirian, Dr. Nourijan
Demirjian, and Dr. Yeghia Jerejian; for-
mer and current members of the

Catholicos Ararn I with delegates from
Eastern Prelacy.

Lebanese Parliament; former Prime
Ministers Rashid Solh, Selim Hus, Shaffik
Wassan; former Parliament Chairman,
Husein Huseini; the Ambassador from
Iran; representatives from Lebanon’s
armed forces and diplomatic corps.
Armenian and non-Armenian religious
leaders attending were: Catholicos of the
Armenian Catholic community,
Hovhannes Bedros XVIII Kasbarian; the
Armenian Evangelical community’s Near
Eastern General Spiritual leader, Reverend
Hovhannes Karjian; Copic leader

Patriarch Shnoda III, accompanied by Pa-
triarchs Amba Bishoy, Amba Srabion, and
Amba Abraham; representative of the
Ecumenical

Patriarch of Istanbul

AT

A scene from the elections.

Archbishop Damaskinou; representative
of the Greek Orthodox Church’s Patriarch
of Alexandria Partheneous III; representa-
tives of the Russian Orthodox Church
Patriarch Alexii II; Cardinal Edward
Cassidy and Father Bernard Dubasque;
representatives from the Assyrian church
Patriarch Mar Dinka IV; representatives
from Archbishop Kerry of Canterbury;
Middle East Council of Churches repre-
sentatives Reverend Riad Jharjhour and
Father Paul Sayah and representatives of
all Christian denominations in Lebanon,
including the Maronite and Greek-
Orthodox communities.

B T T o L R

Delegates and guests enjoyed a traditional

Armenian welcome in the village of Anjar.
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Dignitaries Attend Ceremony in Antelias, Lebanon

The hierarchy of the Armenian Church with the newly consecrated Catholicios of the Great House of Cilicia.

Archbishop Ashjian in Armenia
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Following the consecration in Antelias, Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian accompanied His Holiness Karekin I
to Armenia. Here they are pictured in the Khirmian
Hairig Gazebo at the Veharan in Etchmiadzin.
During his stay in Armenia, Archbishop Ashjian visited
the Prelacy office in Yerevan and personally
studied the various projects which the Prelacy supports in
Armenia and Artsakh.
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Catholicos Karekin and Archbishop Ashjian visit
artist Tom Kevorkian and admire his work.
Mr. Kevorkian submitted the winning design
for the martyrs monument which will soon

be erected at Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridgefield, NJ.

Archbishop Ashjian with Mgrdich Tizian (left)
and his brother, Vartan. Readers will recall
the story of Mgrdich, the wounded soldier, who
was brought to the U.S. for medical treatment.

Catholicos Karekin I and Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
with the Prelacy office staff in Yerevan.

Catholicos Aram I

CATHOLICOS ARAM I KESHISHIAN
(M.Div., S.T.M., Ph.D) was born in 1947 in
Beirut, Lebanon. He has studied at the
Armenian Seminary in Antelias, the Near
East School of Theology, The American
University of Beirut, the Ecumenical
Institute of Bossey, Switzerland, and
Fordham University in New York City. His
major areas of specialization have been
philosophy, systematic theology, and Near
Eastern church history.

The newly-elected Catholicos was
ordained a celibate priest in 1968. Two
years later he obtained the title of
Vartabed (Doctor of the Armenian
Church) by presenting a dissertation on
Mampre Verzanogh, a fifth century
Armenian theologian. Late in 1978, while
studying at Fordham University, he was
elected locum tenens of the Diocese of
Lebanon. The following year, the
Representative Assembly of the Diocese
unanimously elected him Primate. In 1980
he received the episcopal ordination.

Called to serve as Primate of the
Armenian Orthodox community in
Lebanon at the most critical stage of
Lebanese history, he made the following
priorities the basic objectives of his pas-
toral work: the reorganization of churches
and schools, the reactivation of social and
church organizations, the renewal of
community leadership, the strengthening
of relationships with Christian and
Moslem communities, and active partici-
pation in all efforts aimed at the restora-
tion of the national unity and the sover-
eignty of Lebanon.

During his many years of ecclesiastical
service, His Holiness has displayed a wide
range of interests and has assumed
important responsibilities in the Armenian
Church as well as in the ecumenical
movement.

For many years he has lectured on
Armenian and theological subjects - in the
Armenian Seminary and Haigazian
College. In addition to his numerous arti-
cles in Armenian, English and French
(some of which have been translated into
Arabic, German, Spanish, and Swedish) in
local and international periodicals,
Catholicos Aram has written the following
works: Nerses the Gracious as Theologian
and Ecumenist; The Witness of the
Armenian Church in a Diaspora
Situation; With the Will of Rebuilding;
The Christian Witness at the Crossroads
in the Middle East; With the People;
Conciliar Fellowship: A Common Goal;
Orthodox Perspectives on Mission; Nerses
the Gracious and Church Unity.

Since 1972, he has served as the
General Secretary for Ecumenical
Relations of the Cilician Catholicate. In
this position, he has represented the
Catholicate at major ecumenical confer-
ences and assemblies in different parts of
the world.

His Holiness was one of the founding
members of the Middle East Council of
Churches (MECC) in 1974, and from the
beginning has served on the Council’s
Executive Committee. As delegate of his
Church, he attended the Nairobi (1975),
Vancouver (1983), and Canberra (1991)
General Assemblies of the World Council
of Churches (WCC). In 1975, he was elect-
ed member of the Faith and Order
Commission of the WCC and in 1983 a
member of the Standing Committee of
that same Commission. At the Vancouver
Assembly, he was elected a member of

the Central Commitee of the WCC, and in
the Canberra Assembly Moderator of the
Central and Executive Committees. He
was the first Orthodox and the youngest
person to be elevated to this highest posi-
tion in the WCC.

His Holiness is also a member of the
Oriental Orthodox -~ Oriental Orthodox
Dialogue, Oriental Orthodox — Reformed
Dialogue, Orthodox-Evangelical Dialogue
and several other local, regional, and
international ecumenical committees and
inter-religious organizations. <
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Bird’s Nest:

A Lesser Known Cilician Treasure

by Shant Haroutunian, Esq.

ONE of the lesser known activities of the
Catholicate of Cilicia is its involvement in
the Bird’s Nest Orphanage at Jbeil,
Lebanon. The Bird’s Nest institution was
founded in the aftermath of the Armenian
Genocide of 1915 by an order of Danish
Lutheran nuns. The nuns took in hun-
dreds—if not thousands— of young
Armenian boys and girls who had been
forced out of their homes and villages on
death marches south from historic
Armenia into the Syrian deserts.

Indeed, my late mother, Aghavny
Karagulian and her three younger sisters,
Victoria, Zabel and Araxy, were eventually
settled in the Bird’s Nest Orphanage in'the
early 1920’s and remained there for sever-
al years until they eventually made their
ways to the United States. My mother and
my aunts had very poignant stories of
their years in Bird’s Nest. They would tell
me of the younger children who would
cry themselves to sleep at night because
they missed their mothers. They would
narrate the merciful acts of Maria
Jacobsen, the eldest of the nuns, who
would share her meager rations of food
with the children in the orphanage. They
would talk about the good days too—
when they were taken swimming at the
nearby beach in the Mediterranen Sea.

All of these stories, and many more
which were related to me by my mother
and my aunts, were vividly brought to my
mind again in June when I went to
Antelias as part of the delegation repre-
senting the Eastern Prelacy to participate
in the Catholicosal election. At that time, I

had no idea where Bird’s Nest was located -

and had even a lesser idea of whether it
even existed today. Suddenly, I noticed a
van in the Antelias courtyard with the
inscription, “Bird’s Nest-Jbeil” printed on
its door. Then I saw three nuns dressed in
modern habits. It was then explained that
the sisters, along with a Danish nun, com-
prised the ecclesiastical staff of the
orphanage. It was further explained that
Antelias had assumed the responsibility of
administering the orphanage 'f’rom the
Danish Lutheran authorities a number of
years ago. Today, only the single Danish
nun remains in effect as a symbol of
Bird’s Nest’s geneology. But, the best news
was the announcement that a visitation
had been organized to tour the orphanage
on the following day.

On that sgheduled day we were picked
up by bus and then driven to Jbeil, a
pleasant seashore town about one and
one-half hours driving distance north of
Antelias.

The orphanage itself is comprised of
several modern buildings all reconstruct-
ed in 1992 by then Vehapar Karekin II. In
addition to a beautiful stone church, there
are dormitories, classrooms, a large airy
dining room, administrative rooms and a
nicely appointed outdoor gym. These
facilities provide the infrastructure to sup-
port 115 orphans who are cared for dur-
ing the schoel year. Today the children of
Bird’s Nest are usually products of
Armenian families where a death of a
parent or a divorce has made it impossible
for the child to continue living at home.
The vast majority of the children were not
in residence at the time of our visit
because this was their vacation, but the
few who were there outdid themselves by
serving His Holiness Karekin I and his
entourage and the visiting delegates a typ-
ical, sumptuous Lebanese luncheon con-
sisting of scores of mezzas, followed by
shish kebob, chicken kebob and savory
fresh fruit. Following this delicious lunch,
our hosts then entertained us with beauti-
ful songs and recitations.

I must confess that T had an eerie feel-
ing walking on the grounds at Bird’s Nest.
My mind kept taking me back to memo-
ries of my mother and my aunts who had
walked on this same spot some eighty
years ago. Those were very sorrowful days

Editor’s Note: The story of Marie
Jacobsen and the Bird’s Nest orphan-

v age were featured in an article by

Margueritte Harmon Bro in the May
1979 issue of OUTREACH. The article
entitled, “Pink Flowers for Mama,”
highlighted the life of this Danish
woman who so many Armenian chil-
dren called “Mama.” Marie Jacobsen
first served as a surgical nurse in the
American Mission hospital in Khar-
put. When the First World War start-
ed in 1914 the British and French left
Turkey and in 1917 the Americans
were also forced to leave. The Miss-
ionaries turned over their property,
supplies, and cash to Marie Jaucobsen,
who as a neutral Dane was permit-
ted to stay. Her presence was truly
Godsend for she was able to save
thousands and thousands of Arme-
nian children who were homeless
and wandering the streets following
the forced exile. She eventually went
to Beirut to help the Near East Relief
in the evacuation of 200,000 Arme-
nian children. The Bird’s Nest, now
administered by the Catholicate of
Cilicia, remains as a fitting memorial
to this remarkable woman.

for the Armenian nation and for my fami-
ly. What happened to my mother and her
sisters was not unique—it happened to
thousands of other families too. My moth-
er's family merely suffered in microcosm
what our nation had suffered: our parents
raped and murdered; our homes and
orchards uprooted; our goods and cloth-
ing stolen from our backs; feeding on

(Continued on page 8)
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1995-96 Plans Formulated During
Executive Council’s Seminar Meeting

The Religious and Executive Councils
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America convened their annual 3-day
seminar meeting in June under the presi-
dency of the Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, at which time they discussed
projects and plans for the Prelacy during
the current fiscal year. This annual semi-
nar take place shortly after the National
Representative Assembly and provides the
opportunity for the executive members
and the Prelate to discuss in detail all
matters relating to the Prelacy and the
parish churches and to begin the process
of implementing the decisions of the
NRA. Topics discussed ranged from reli-
gious and Armenian education, unity,
parish communities, publications, projects
in Armenia and Artsakh, the election of
the new Catholicos of Cilicia, and the cur-
rent political situation in Armenia. The
following is a very brief summary of some
of the proceedings.

Education

In keeping with the decisions of the
NRA, the Executive Councils met with the
executive directors and executive memni-
bers of the Arinenian National Education
Council and the Armenian Religious
Education Council. It was decided that
extra effort be made in preparing Sunday
School teachers and to organize regional
seminars for young people, including
graduates of the Sunday School. These
regional seminars will take place in
Montreal, Boston, Detroit, New York, and
Washington. It was also decided to contin-
ue and to expand the programs of
St.Gregory Datev Institute.

For Armenian Education through the
Saturday and Day Schools it was decided
to explore new procedurcs to expedite the
necessary publications and to organize
specific agendas and projects for adoles-
cents and young adults in order to bring
them closer to and made to feel a part of
the Armenian community.

Umnity

The joint councils decided to continue
the efforts for unity within the spirit of the
1994 resolution and designated the fol-
lowing individuals to serve on the
Prelacy’s Unity Committee: Richard
Sarajian, Esq., Chairman; Very Rev.
Anoushavan Tanielian, Rev. Nerses
Manougian, Nazaret Emlikian, Harry
Dombalagian, Nerses Chitjian, and Shant
Haroutunian, Esq.

Publications

Contimiih’g its policy of producing pub-
lications of high quality, the Prelacy list of
upconing publications includes:

1. Papers delivered at of the
Symposium devoted to the 1000th
anniversary of the Cathedral of Ani;

2. Papers delivered at the Symposium
devoted to the Kingdom of Cilicia;

3. A revised edition of the popular
“Armenian Atlas;”

4. “On the Right of Self-Determination
of the Armenian People of Nagorno-
Karabakl,” by Haig Asenbauer.

5. “Illuminated Armenian Manuscipts
of the Catholicate of Cilicia” by Sylvia
Agemiian;

6. “The Armenian Church in
America,” by Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian;

7. “Encounters of Life and Faith ,” by
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian;

8. “The Vehamayr Bible;”

9. Armenian Iolidays and Traditions,”
by Rev. Khoren Habeshian;

10. “Tovma Medzoupetzi,”
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian;

11. “Field Workers of the Armenian
Nation™

by

Appointmenis

It was decided to actively search for a
qualified individual to scrve as Executive
Director of the Armenian National
Education Committee. Mr. Hagop
Kouyoumdjian was appointed a member
of the Prelacy Endowiment Fund, replac-
ing the late Zaven Andrikian; appointed to
serve on the Pashalian Fund are

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Mrs. Lita
Chadrjian, and Mrs. Gloria ‘Tarzi. It was
also decided to establish an editorial
board for OUTREACH, the Prelacy’s
monthly publication, and advisory com-
mittees for the Prelacy Bookstore and for
the computer department.

Armenia and Artsakh

The councils approved the continua-
tion of the Prelacy’s programs which pro-
vide to Armenia and Artsakh.
Specifically, in Artsakh, the continuation
of the renovation of the town of Talish will
continue in addition to gcneml recon-
struction of Artsakh and aid to the fami-
lies of fallen heroes.

In Armenia it was decided to continue
the Prelacy’s orphans program and to
continue providing aid to the orphanages
of Nor Kharpert, Nork and Gamo. In
additition the Prelacy will continue pro-
viding aid for publications, especially for
religious education and will enlarge its
church-to-church project where Prelacy
parishes “adopt” a church in Armenia and
provide assistance in a variety of ways.

Because of concern about recent politi-
cal developments in Armenia the Council
issued the following statement: “The
Executive Council noted with deep con-
cern recent reports of human and civil
rights abuses in Armenia as well as
instances of violence and intimidation
interfering with the freedom of worship of
faith-communities other than the
Armenian Apostolic Church. The difTicult
conditions extant in Armenia only deepen
the need to protect the rights of every indi-
vidual and every group if freedom and
democracy are to survive and grow. Since
the strength of our cause is in our people’s
unqualiﬁed commitment to liberty, we
consider it the obligation of the Armenian
government, as it is of every organization
and individual in Armenia and in the
Diaspora, to prevent any activity or course
of action which threatens or diminishes
democracy and freedom in our home-
land.”

aid

Rcligious Council Decisions

The Religious Council reviewed the
decisions of the NRA related to the clergy
and decided to take the necessary steps
for implementation. Plans were formulat-
ed for the ongoing education of the clergy
and to educate and bring the faithful clos-
er to certain holidays, such as as Sts.
Ghevontiank, Diarnantarach, Green
Sunday; and Holy Translators Day.

In addition to previously mentioned
publications the Religious Council recom-
mended the following publications:

1. “Prayerbook” (in English), by Very
Rev. Khajag Hagopian;

2. Introduction to the Armenian
Church, edited by V. R. Khajag Hagopian

3. Discourses of St. Nerses Shnorhali,
Barsegh Mashgevortzi, and Sarkis
Shnorhali, all translated by Very Rev.
Anoushavan Tanielian.

Another major discussion was the
forthcoming 1700th anniversary of the
establishment of Christianity in Armenia.
It was decided that for this occasion semi-
nars should be arranged in various areas
and special publications should be
planned.

Outreach to the Faithful

A major area of concern was better
communication with the parish churches.
A program will be established to encour-
age regular contact between the Prelacy
and the Parishes and to encourage the
parishes to make special efforts to reach
those faithful who have become estranged
from the church. Parishes will be encour-
aged to develop an overall plan of action
and to present this plan to the Prelacy for
approval. It was also agreed that the
Prelacy and the Parishes should coordi-
nate all events and activities in order to
avoid any conflicts in dates or fundraising

campaigns. -«
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Car Wash Benefits Artsakh

car-wash fundraiser. Proceeds were donated 1o the Prelacy to be used toward

projects in Artsakh.

Siamanto Academy 12th Graduation

The graduates surrounded by teachers and administrators.

The class of 1995 graduates of the
Siamanto Academy for Young Adults
received diplomas at graduation and com-
mencement cerernonies on May 5th at the
Prelacy in New York in the presence of His
Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,
faculty members, parents, students, and
friends. .

The graduation program was opened
by Archbishop Ashjian with an invocation,
followed y the singing of the Armenian
national anthem.

Three years of college-level study of
Armenian history, language, and culture
culminated on graduation day for Marina
Galian (class president and fifth year
graduate); Talar Terjanian (fourth year
graduate); and Romik Safarian, Academy
artist-in-residence.

Diplomas and certificates were pre-
sented to the graduates of members of
permanent staff, Very Rev. Fr.
Anoushavan Tanielian, lecturer on
Armenian Christian Studies, Church
History; Dr. Herand Markarian, director
of the Armenian Language/Literature
Department; Mr. Haroutune Misserlian,
director of the Armenian history depart-
ment and Mrs. Hourig Papazian-
Sahagian, Academy Director.

Mr. Ardash Hamparian, chairman of
the Board of the Armenian National
Education Committee—the Academy’s
sponsoring organization— Mrs. Florence
Mardirosian, former Academy music
instructor, past and present Academy
Executive Board members, Mrs. Jean
Khatchadourian, Ms. Anahid Kerpichian
and Mr. Zaven Varjabedian, were among
the honored guests. A surprise visitor and
honored guest in the person of the 1995
Prelacy MQtller-of-tlle-Year, Mrs. Asdghig
Baghdassarian, earned a standing ovation
from the audience.

The representative of the Academy’s
first graduating class of 1984 and member
of ANEC, Seda Merjanian, Esq., joined the
faculty in addressing the graduates. Later,
Mrs. Merjanian was assisted by Nyieri
Nazarian, class of 94 alumna, in present-
ing awards and gifts to the graduates, all
of whom are high school juniors and

seniors.

The Class of ’95 represents the 12th
graduating class of Siamanto Academy,
which opened its doors 15 years ago in
New York, through the initiatives of co-
founders, Dr. Steven F. Chekosky and Mrs.
Hourig Papazian Sahagian. Their mission
was to establish a specialized institution to
expand students’ knowledge of Armenian
civilization and to prepare cadres of
enlightened youths to assume leadership
roles in the communities of today and
tomorrow.

If Siamanto Academy graduates work
long and hard, their labors are also well-
rewarded. Academy students receive the
level of intensive training usually reserved
for college students in university depart-
ments of Armenia area studies. Upon high
school graduation, Academy graduates
receive nine college credit recommenda-
tions: six in history and three in language-
literature.

During their farewell messages to the
undergraduates, teachers and parents, the
graduates recalled their experiences dur-
ing their long years of study, struggle and
growth. These addresses, some of which
were cast in the form of story, song and
original poetry, elicited tears of laughter,
intermingled with those of joy and sorrow.

Finally, the Siamanto gTaduates were
bestowed the highly-prized Setian Awards
of ancient Armenian historic coins, along
time-pieces decorated with the symbol of
the Armenian Republic. For commence-
ment gifts, first and second year Academy
students received Tricolor gold pins
emblazoned with the Cross and the sym-
bol of Artsakl.

To mark the Academy’s 15th anniver-
sary year, Mrs. Papazian-Sahagian
announced that Siamanto Academy will
be established in other United States cities.
Additional anniversary events, such as the
College Bowl Quiz Show Program and
Festival are planned. -

He that will have the fiuit

must climb the tree.
—Greck Proverbh—
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The Bible on Our Lips

WE USE PHRASES from the Bible, espe-
cially the King James Version, more often
than we imagine. Princeton Seminary
scholar Bruce Metzger creatively shows us
one way the Bible has subtly influenced
Western culture:

A person may be said to behave like
the great I Am (Exod. 3:14), or to have®
“the mark of Cain” (Gen. 4:15). People are
tempted to eat forbidden fruit (Gen. 2:17),
desire the fleshpots of Egypt (Exod. 16:3),
and give up something worth having for a
mess of potage (Gen. 25:29-34).

Yet “one does not live by bread alone”
(Deut. 8:3), and finally each must go the
way of all flesh (cf. Gen. 6:12; Josh. 23:14)
and return to the dust (Gen. 3:19). For the
moment, those who find themselves “at
their wits’ end™ (Ps. 107:27) may still
escape by the skin of their teeth (Job
19:20), but others find themselves in the
position of a scapegoat (Lev. 16:8-10),
Nevertheless, “a soft answer turns away
wrath” (Prov. 15:1)

Unfortuuately, a leopard cannot
change its spots (Jer. 13:23). The wicked
sow the wind and reap the whirlwind
(Hos. 8:7), and because they ignore the
writing on the wall (Dan. 5:24), they are
fated to “lick the dust” (Ps. 72:9).
Inevitably “pride goeth...before a fall”
(Prov. 16:18), and anything that hinders
sUCCess Js a ﬂ.y in the ointment (Eccles.
10:1). The wise know that “you can’t take
it with you™ (cf. Eccles. 5:15), and that
“there is nothing new under the sun”
(Eccles. 1:9).

Who has not known a “good
Samaritan™ (Luke 10:30-37), a person
who will “go a second mile” (Matt. 5:38).
Some seek the “pearl of great price” (Matt.
13:46), while others, like the Prodigal Son,
waste their lives “in riotous living” (Luk\e ]
6:24). “A house divided against itself will”
not stand” (Mark 3:25), nor can “the blind
lead the blind” (Matt. 15:14). It is useless
to “cast pearls before swine” (Matt. 7:6).

In antinquity a “talent” was a unit of
weight or money, but because of Jesus’
Parable of the Talents (Matt. 25:14-30),
the word has come to mean natural
endowment or ability. To disregard these
abilities is to hide one’s light under a
bushel (Matt. 5:15). Even those who have
never opened a Bible recognize the
Golden Rule of doing to others as we
would have them do to us (Matt. 7:12).

Finally, expressions from the letters of
Paul: “The letter kills, but the spirit gives
life™ (2 Cor. 3:6); “The love of money is
the root of all evil” (1 Tim. 6:10); “to see
through a glass darkly” (1 Cor. 13:12);
and “a thom?in the flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7).

Bird’s Nest
{Continued from page 6)

grass because there just was no food; the
sick and the maimed abandoned by the
wayside because there simply were no
doctors or medical facilities of any kind.
Somehow my mother and her sisters,
along with thousands of other children,
found their ways to Bird’s Nest. There
they were provided succor by Danish
nuns, who for some reason only God can
provide, had traveled from their cold and
distant land to Jbeil to care for the chil-
dren of a people whom they scarcely
knew. It was that care which led to the
establishment of the Armenian diaspora
on many foreign shores.

On that bright sunny day during our
visit to Bird’s Nest, I remembered all of
these things and I thought how wonderful
and mysterious are the ways in which God
acts. -+

“The teeth are smiling,
but is the heart?”

—~Congolese Proverb—

Prelac
Bookstore

The Source for Armenian
Books, Tapes and Gifts

with Beautiful, Colorful
TABLECLOTHS WITH
ALPHABET DESIGN

60 x 60 (square) — $22.95
60 x 72 oblong — $24.95
60 x 84 oblong — $27.95
60 x 102 oblong — $29.95

60 x 120 oblong — $34.95
72 x 72 round — $29.95

72 x 84 oval — $34.95
72 x 102 oval — $39.95

{plus shipping and handling)

also available:

Placemat, 17 x 12 one side design — $3.99
Placemat, 17 x 12 two-sided design — $5.49
Napkin, 20 x 20 plain — $2.99
Napkin, 17 x 17 design — $3.49
Apron with design, $11.95

First Set of Banknotes

from Armenia

Set includes:

David of Sassoun — 10 Dram
Fortress of Erebuni — 25 Dram
Art Gallery of Armenia — 50 Dram
Church of Zvartnotz — 100 Dram
Church of St. Hripsime — 200 Dram
King Tigran Il — 500 Dram

Unger Panchoonie

Enjoy this hilarious satirical classic
by Yervant Odian
Now available on Video
in Armenian.

and Set of Coins:
(1 hour, 45 minutes.) 10, 20, 50 Luma
$22.00 1,3, 5 Dram

(plus shipping and handling)

$50.00

(plus shipping and handling)

PRELACY BOOKSTORE ORDER FORM

Description of Item Quantity Price

Make checks payable to: Armenian Prelacy Bookstore Sub Total §

138 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016

Ship to: Add $3.75* S&H §

Name $1.00 for each $
additional item

Address TOTAL &

City, State, Zip

Q Prelacy Member No.

Prelacy members are entitled to 10% discount.

Telephone (Day)

*Unless Otherwise Noted




