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Preparations for
1,700th Anniversary
Of Christianity in
Armenia Begins

The first session of the committee
which is overseeing the preparations for
the celebrations marking the 1,700th
anniversary of the official acceptance of
Christianity in Armenia took place in
Etchmiadzin, Armenia the end of
September.

Under the presidency of His Holiness
Karekin I, Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians, the meet-
ing brought together His Holiness Aram
I, Catholicos of the Great House of
Cilicia, the Armenian Patriarchs of
Jerusalem and Constantinople, many
diocesan primates and lay leaders.

In his opening remarks, Karekin I
noted that the meeting was a historic
moment for the Church and the
Armenian people as the celebration
would serve as a religious revival for the
Armenian people. He observed that the
Armenian people, both in the homeland
and the diaspora, were coming together
to mark this important anniversary.

Issues concerning the aim of the
celebrations, as well as problems of
rejuvenation of the internal life of the
Armenian Apostolic Church and revival
of spiritual life were discussed. _

Details of numerous arrangements
and projects were specified during the
meeting, including plans to provide for
participation of other churches, peoples
and international cultural organizations
in preparing and implementing activi-
ties marking the celebrations.

In his remarks, His Holiness Aram I
portrayed the celebration as an oppor-
tunity for a self-trial of the nation, as
well as a good opportunity to present a
renewed Armenian Church to the
world.

Remarks were also offered by Their
Beatitudes Archbishops Torkom Ma-
noogian and Karekin Kazanjian, the
Patriarchs of Jerusalem and Con-
stantinople, respectively.

Catholicos Aram 1 gave an
(Continued on page 4)

Archbishop Ashjian
Meets with the Pope

Early this month, for five days, the
metropolitan New York area was capti-
vated by the visit of Pope John Paul II.
From his arrival at Newark Inter-
national Airport to his departure, the
Pope captivated the attention of all peo-
ples, regardless of religious affiliation.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian was en
route back to the United States from
Armenia and, therefore, missed the
beginning part of the Pope’s visit, but he
returned in time to attend, as an hon-
ored guest, the Central Park Mass and a
private meeting with the Pope at the
residence of John Cardinal O’Connor,
the Archbishop of New York.

“The Pope’s Central Park Mass,” said
Archbishop Ashjian, “was attended by

(Continued on page 4)
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Clergy and Lay
members
comprising the
committee that
will oversee the
planning of the
1700th anniver-
sary of the
official acceptance
of Christianity in
Armenia, met

in September

in Etchmiadzin,
Armenia.
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His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia, celebrates the
Divine Liturgy in the Cathedral of
Holy Etchmiadzin.
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Siamanto Academy
Begins New Term

Veramood is a rich Armenian word
that signifies re-entry and connotes
autumn and the opening of the schools.

Siamanto Academy held its ver-
amood recently at the Prelacy head-
quarters in New York City. v

Established in 1981 by the Armenian
National Education Committee, under
the auspices of His Eminence
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, upon the
initiative of Dr. Steve Checkosky and
Mrs. Hourig Papazian-Sahagian,
Siamanto Academy offers a three-year
college-level curriculum on Armenian
culture and civilization to high-school
students.

The faculty is comprised of Dr.
Herand Markarian, chairman of the
Armenian Language and Literature
Department; Mr. Haroutune Misserlian,
chairman of the Armenian History
Department; and Very Rev. Anoushavan
Tanielian, chairman of the Religious
Studies Program. These qualified teach-
ers spare no effort in transmitting
Armenian culture to the Academy stu-
dents with great enthusiasm and infi-
nite dedication.

Guest lecturers of the highest caliber
are periodically invited to address the
student body on Armenian-related sub-
jects of their expertise. The Academy
also schedules guest lecturers to speak
about social studies, the arts, literature,
etc. Recently the students attended a
lecture by Dr. James Russell, Professor
of Armenian Area Studies at Harvard
University.

Upon graduation, Siamanto Aca-
demy students become eligible for nine
college credit recommendations, six
credits in history and three in language,
arts and literature. Accreditation has
been granted by the Commission of
Higher Education in Washington, D.C.,
via its accrediting agency, the Armenian
Council on Education.

However, the raison d’etre of the
Siamanto Academy primarily lies in its
commitment to prepare an enlightened
group of Armenians, who will partici-
pate in our community life actively,
responsibly and in leadership capacities.
Through this worthy endeavor, students
will be equipped with the necessary
tools of authoritative, informed back-
ground‘énd the essential indomitable
Armenian spirit.

Particularly innovative at Siamanto
Academy was the institution, several
years ago, of the preparatory classes.
These were designed specifically to
cater to teenagers who have attended
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Armenian Religious
Education Council’s
Upcoming Seminars

St. Gregory of Datev Institute
Reunion Seminar
St. Sarkis Armenian Church
Douglaston, New York
November 24-26, 1995

Young Adult Seminar
New England Region
St. Stephen’s Armenian
Church
Watertown, Massachusetts
December 1-2, 1995

For information contact:
Deacon Shant Kazanjian
212-689-4481

Armenian schools, but who do not meet
the age requirements, to become a full-
fledged Siamanto member. These stu-
dents will attend preparatory class as
auditors, to ensure them uninterrupted
exposure to Armenian studies. It will
also serve as a means of familiarizing
prospective Academy students with the
curriculum.

The Academy is located at the
Prelacy in New York. Bus service is
available for New Jersey residents.
Further information about the Academy
can be obtained by contacting Gilda B.
Kupelian at the ANEC office, 212-689-
7231. ANEC is co-sponsored by the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
and the Armenian Relief Society of
North America. <

The Secret of
Success:
Go Right on Working

Missions:

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. [Mark 16:15]

Holiness:

Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness: for they shall
obtain mercy. [Matthew 5:6)

Progress:

And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore
criest thou unto me? Speak unto the chil-
dren of Israel, that they go forward.
[Exodus 14:15]

Work:

| must work the works of him that sent
me, while it is day: the night cometh,
when no man can work. [John 9:4]

Studying the Clerical Fish Bowl

by George W. Cornell
Associated Press

The following article was sent to us
some time ago (actually, nearly 4 years
ago) by one of our parish priests with a
note saying, “As a pastor, I found. it to
be quite an accurate description of cler-
g life in the parish. I think it would be
very helpful and thought-provoking to
publish it in Outreach.” I'm pleased,
finally, to be able to share the article
with readers.—Editor

Compared to others, clergy families
don’t have normal lives, according to a
study of the households of Protestant
ministers. They survive—or break—in
what’s called the “clerical fish bowl.”

While they face the same kinds of
issues that others do—marital relation-
ships, raising kids, financial loads—they
do so in what are termed a unique set
of circumstances.

«Normal life—in terms of lives of
families outside the clergy—does not
appear to be possible for this group,”
said the Rev. Dr. Paul Mickey of Duke
University Divinity School, one of a
three-member study team.

“This is a unique profession and the
people in the clergy family can’t be
compared with people in other situa-
tions.”

A common, though unjustified,
expectation is for them to be especially
model families, reflecting the ideals and
principles of the ministry, something
which itself tends to set them apart
from the norm.

Other strains are caused by the lack
of privacy, the minister’s being “on call”
24 hours a day, not enough time for the
family to be together, and strained
finances.

Average clergy salaries were put at
$20,000 to $30,000 a year, with a
decreasing number of large churches
that are able to pay the higher amounts.

As for advantages of the pastoring
profession, the two items most fre-
quently mentioned were its potential for
“creativity” and “flexible schedules.”

The findings came from data gath-
ered over the last decade and interviews
and extensive questionnaires completed
by 748 mostly married clergy in a broad
span of 11 Protestant denominations.

They ranged from newer Pentecostal
bodies such as Assemblies of God and
Church of the Nazarene to historic
mainliners such as the Episcopal,
United Methodist and Presbyterian
(U.S.A.) churches.

Mickey, associate professor of pas-
toral theology, said the study showed a
direct correlation between a strong
«gense of vocation” and the ability to
deal with stress.

“In the homes where the minister

and his or her family have a strong
sense of vocational calling, there seems
to be greater capacity for coping with
stress and keeping the family together,”
he said.

“If there is a lot of ambiguity or
uncertainty about being in the ministry,
everything else is eventually going to
become unraveled.”

The researchers said the study repre-
sents the largest statistical analysis on
the subject of clergy marriages and
families.

Results are to be detailed in a book,
“Clergy Families: Is Normal Life
Possible?” by Mickey and co-researcher,
Genny W. Ashmore, a Presbyterian
minister’s wife, to be published this fall
by Zondervan.

They said there has been little formal
study of such issues before.

For example, when clergy divorce
rates began to parallel secular rates in
the early to middle 1970s, there was a
tendency to deny it or obscure it by
transfers, and little examination of con-
ditions behind it.

But the study found that in some
clergy divorces, the former partners
acknowledged that stresses or condi-
tions particular to the ministry had a
bearing on the breakup.

In general, Mickey said clergy “fami-
lies feel a lot of pressure” because of
exalted congregational expectations that
they will “lead exemplary lives in all
area.”

“It’s not till the bubble bursts some-
where such as in a marriage breakup,
financial difficulties, or rebellious
behavior of children, that pastors real-
ize they need more support than they
get,” Mickey said in an interview.

“They can’t be lone rangers.”

Also, he said, if the congregation
doesn’t thrive, its “positive love affair
with the pastor can go sour. The con-
gregation turns on the pastor as culprit
as to why the church isn’t doing better.”

Mickey said divorce occurs most
often in the more liberal denomina-
tions, such as Presbyterian, Episcopal,
and Methodist, and career conflicts
between the spouses are more likely to
take place in those denominations.

In the more conservative denomina-
tions, clergy spouses were found to be
more likely to accept the traditional
“support” role of a minister’s spouse
and to accept moves and jobs wherever
the ministry takes the family.

Similarly, ministerial families in the
more conservative denominations,
stressing a vocational “call,” seemed
most able to cope with the special pres-
sure of that profession, including mini-
mal incomes.

PEANUTS

Charles M. Schulz
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Zareh I of Cilicia

q-II-IOUGH he died at an early age, Ca-
tholicos Zareh I of Cilicia was a true
ecumenical pilgrim, a living witness to
Christian unity. I first came to know
him more than forty years ago in
Aleppo, the second largest city of mod-
ern Syria and one of the ancient cradles
of Christianity in that historic land.

I was a young priest, and he was a
young bishop, the pastor of the largest
community of the Armenian Apostolic
Church in Syria. I had been sent to
Aleppo to recruit students for the semi-
nary of the catholicossate of Cilicia in
Antelias, Lebanon, where I was serving
as assistant to the dean. Staying with
him at the archbishopric, sharing the
modest living conditions, I spent hours
of intimate conversation with him, par-
ticularly in the evenings, when the
precincts of the diocesan centre were
emptied of the administrative person-
nel. We took our evening meals int he
solitude of his monastic dwelling, so
rich with historical reminiscences. The
meals were accompanied and followed
by discussions, most of which he initiat-
ed. He knew how to ask questions and
to draw me, a very shy young priest,
into the conversation.

I felt that I was at a second school
after the seminary, the normal school of
theology. I discovered in him a teacher
who used no textbook or notes, avoided
lecturing, did not attempt any method
of formal tutorial yet was a real tutor.
Here was a true mentor, a guide in
sound thinking. Sitting next to him, lis-
tening carefully and doing my utmost to
express myself clearly, I felt that I was
passing through a process of self-
awareness, a kind of self-purification
and inner assessment of my own ideas.
There was no classroom, no desk, no
other students, yet plenty of lessons, an
abundance of learning. )

But above all that I learned during
these days, I discovered a person who
was what he thought. A simplicity, a
remarkable serenity and a profound
spiritualify;permeated all that came out
of his mind, whose second name was
“heart.” The openness I found in him
was a window into the spiritual and
intellectual dimensions of his person, in
which a dominant place was occupied
by sympathetic understanding of and
genuine respect for churches other than
his own, with all their diversities and
differences in theology, liturgy, life and
administrative and pastoral structures.
That was a lesson in ecumenism with-
out the name, an inner disposition of
seeing Christ’s presence, the gospel
message as the bond of commonness
and communality. Only years later,
through my own readings and ecu-
menical engagement, did I first hear the
term “spiritual ecumenism,” so closely
associated with Abbé Paul Couturier.
But I had seen it first-hand in Aleppo.

IN 1956, at 41, Zareh became catholi-
cos of the Great House of Cilicia. He was
chosen at a time of sharp confronta-
tions among the various segments of the
Armenian community under the juris-
diction of Cilicia, and his election was
opposed by several groups on purely
political grounds. In the midst of all that
turmoil, however, he never lost the
serenity of spirit that had struck me

1915 -

1963

by Karekin II Sarkissian

This article is one of 50 profiles of ecumenical leaders in a new book,
Ecumenical Pilgrims: Profiles of Pioneers in Christian Reconciliation, pub-
lished by the World Council of Churches. The article was written by Catholicos
Karekin II, while Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia. He is now Karekin I,
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians in Holy Etchmiadzin.

—

Zareh 1

from the very first moments of my own
personal encounter with him. He
proved himself ecumenical in circum-
stances in which being ecumenical
meant touching the realm of spiritual
heroism whose name is holiness, saint-
hood. He was a saintly figure, a holy
man, because he never lost sight of the
gospel and always felt upheld by prayer.
His sermons were imbued by love, pas-
toral concern and an appeal to reconcil-
iation and unity within the Armenian
community at large.

He was born in Marash (Cilicia) in
1915, the very first year of the genocide
perpetrated against the Armenians by
the Turks of the time. He lived all his
childhood in Syria (Hama and Aleppo)
under conditions of poverty. In 1930 he
was one of the first students to enter the
newly opened seminary in Antelias, and
five years later he became its first grad-
uate to enter the celibate priesthood by
Joining the religious order of the catholi-
cossate. Then followed two years of uni-
versity studies in Oriental Christian and
Byzantime history in Brussels. Most of
his clerical life he served the Armenian
community of Syria as prelate of the

"diocese of Aleppo (1940-56), being

consecrated bishop in 1947,

Throughout his life he was a person-
al witness to the suffering of his people
and at the same time to the process of
national recovery after the terrible blow
of the genocide. He loved his people;
and he believed in God’s renewing
power through the sacrificial ministry of

his only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ.
Whenever I think of him, I recall the
words of St. Paul: “We rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering pro-
duces endurance, and endurance pro-
duces character, and character pro-
duces hope, and hope does not disap-
point us, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit which has been given to us”
(Rom. 5:3-5).

}ES ecumenism extended more broad-
ly to all Christian churches on the world
level. He followed the development of
the ecumenical movement with Joy,
particularly the founding of the World
Council of Churches in 1948.

I personally witnessed his exuberant
Joy when the two catholicossates of the
Armenian Church (Etchmiadzin, in
Armenia, and Cilicia, in Antelias,
Lebanon) were received into the mem-
bership of the WCC during the 1962
Central Committee meeting in Paris. He
had sent me as observer at that meet-
ing. When I returned to Antelias, now
with the badge of a delegate, I gave him
a brief report, and he embraced me
affectionately and with fatherly love. His
first words in response to my report
were: “Thanks be to God; we have now
joined the family of the Christian
churches in their march toward unity.”

Six months later, in early February
1963, W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, the WCC
general secretary, paid his first official
visit to the catholicossate in Antelias.

Catholicos Zareh invited representatives
of all the WCC member churches in
Lebanon, and at an agape meal shared
his own joy with them, because he
wanted it to become the joy of all.

Several years later, he had welcomed
the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras
I—a great pioneer of the modern ecu-
menical movement—to Lebanon. He
was spiritually uplifted during the three
meetings—one of them a personal con-
versation—they had together. Such
encounters were among the finest hours
of his life. Christian brotherhood was a
living word for him, as it had been since
his early days of association with the
heads of the local Christian communi-
ties in Aleppo. For Zareh, ecumenism
started at the grassroots level.

Another great ecumenical experience
came in May 1962, when Cardinal
Johannes Willebrands (then a bishop),
together with Cardinal Bea, visited
Catholicos Zareh I on behalf of Pope
John XXIII and informed him officially
of the forthcoming Second Vatican
Council. The catholicos spoke vividly
about the unity of the church and
strongly underlined the importance of
such a Council. His words still ring in
my ears:

If we condense the whole content of the
gospel into a hundred points, I am sure
we will agree on ninety-nine. But we will
forget the ninety-nine and will constantly
speak about the one on which we dis-
agree. All these past centuries we have
spoke about what divides us; it is high
time that we begin to talk about the nine-
ty-nine in which we will find the firm
ground on which we stand together. We
Just need metanoia.

Referring to how atheism, secularism
and a materialistic understanding of life
and values have become so dominant
today and to the havoc created by indif-
ference and apathy with regard to reli-
gion, he added: “For today it is not the
form of the faith that is at stake; faith
itself is a question.”

Sadly, Catholicos Zareh did not live
long enough to see the growth of the
participation of the Armenian Church in
the ecumenical movement. Shorﬂy after
the visit of Visser *t Hooft—on February
18, 1963—Catholicos Zareh I suc-
cumbed to a massive heart attack.

He was a man of love, faith, vision
and conviction. A learned person, a reg-
ular and ardent reader, a diligent stu-
dent of history, he was also sensitive
and receptive to the lessons of history.
History had taught him that division
leads to weakness and weakness cannot
be part of Christ’s legacy, for it was he
who proclaimed in the full love and
humility which characterized his life
and work: “Be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world” (John 16:33).

Catholicos Zareh left us early and
abruptly. But we cannot leave him,
because his love, faith, vision and con-
viction remain alive. Such a legacy tran-
scends death; it speaks of eternal truth;
it bears untarnishable witness to unity,
the gift of God and the signpost to the
kingdom for all God’s children. +-
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tigwt pwugnuip 80 -wdhwypG Gnipp-
twd SnizwynpnnhG, np qwntinnuwd
Ep U. Monnu tytntginy ApwwwnpuyhG
yYpwy yunmgmwd Awdw)hphG vke:

Uyu wnhpny' S. S. Upwd U.
Guwpnnhynu hp wnwehG wygkniehibp
wvmuwt GyGdwp: Spinh dninphli pui-
fwbGwy Awiptp, 80-wdtwyh Swha-
Guwlumuph wlnwdbGkpp, UyGGwph
pGwysmpehtG6 nt LppwGwGh qubu-
qui 2peowGGEpkG Awtwpmwd Awnp-
r}hﬁhnﬁt find pwqumphiip wiwb-
nwlywl nyjuwph qiGnidny nhdwin-
pighG hptGg <nqbtitnp dwypp:

U.L.Uh wphGlpn Gy wptGnyz-
Ghpnu pwpplipniG plGnukekG, EAw-
hwn Qwipwwtnp wnwglnpnnbtgun
Eytintigh: OpnuwG wwwnwnpwaghyG kp
Qhpy. S. dwpnidw6 O. dpn. LEp-
YtjtwG: <nghfiwbGquunbwl wpwnpn-
nmpbGEG wnwe Awuwh Gwblr pnyp
iwpwhnuwinptwig Ainglinp whwntipp
U.tb. S. 8nyfAwGGtu L. Fwuwwp-
EwG, LhpwGwGh Ywpnnpyk Awyng
wnwgebnpnnp, it UhehG Uptitph dwy
Uithwwpwiwywi bGyuntghGtnnt
Upmptiwb Guuwgufi dbp. Snyfiwlb-
Gtu GwpGhwi, pGyhpwygmpiwdp
UihivnwpwGwywb Awdw)lph finghinp
AnymGhpniG: Mwwmwpughb Gl yw2-
wolwywl Awlnhunmptwig Ghplw
Enwh npfipnwpwGh hnu Gwhw-
qufip, LhpwGwGghfiw) Gwuwpwplhp
Lt bphutpnjuwGhbp, ghGninpuwlwh
GipYyuwywgnighsGlip, MEpwwyh Gw-
fwblquubwp, Mnpé Lwdnunh pw-
nuwpwwbwp, hhywyku Guky qun -
puwywl Unuw LEinghGhpnt ndnuwphG
opipm& Ggmy YwlqGwd dpwb-
uwlwl whwnnphwl GipYwjwgnighs -
Gipp jwGdhGu Spwluwhwb nhuww-
Guwww i nhiwGuwghunwlwb G qhG-
inpwluwl GapywywgmgheGtipmG:

Nuwwnwpwgh bt inghfiwliqunbwl
wpwpnqnpbwl wiwpnhi, Gpwd U.
Yuwpnnhynu, Swuwywpbwli Mwuwn-
phwppp G dkpuwuwinmbh Gwpiawi
fiwGnhuwinp pwihopny nnipu Ghwb
EytntightG: dEfiwthwn dwipwwbwnp
Cwhu opfAlbg wiwlnwywl Jwwnwnh
fitppuwG b www .U.L.U.-h wwwmhp
YwlqbGwd gwpptipnb Ukl punhopp
wnwebGnppnitigwt ntwh 8nawynpenn,
b jppwlwlhiwG m Awiuwywl pwu)-
LEpqGipkG inp Juunwpniguit 3maw-
YnennhG pwgnuip:

80 -wibhwyph BwhdGwunidphb
whniiny uoup wnwt Ap. Unduku
UiGetw w6, bt Apwihphg ghinwu-
wwlnmpbwl wphwihppp wwpwd
Uniuw Lingh wwwmybGbpp pwgnudp
ywwwptnt 8nipwynpennhG: Uayn
wwfinmG wpdwymbgwh nipuml
wnwiGhGhp Gt GpyGwlwdwnhG Yypuy
Swiwltgwl, LhpwGwGh, dwjwu-
wnwhh Spwluwih &t Umppny npo-
owlGlipp: Mp. - VyGptwybwb winpw-
nwpdwt Unwuw LEpwb Atpnuwdwpnhp
LGapwnuih ww dwGispmb, npnuuwnt-
1y Jwlunwbn dpwluwywb, Lhpw-
GwibwG Gt Unmpphwlwb wyhtwnnmppb-
GtpnmG wGqlGwfwwmbh ntipp qun -

pwwl Unwuw LinghGpnt wdbGw-
Swlp optipkG vhhGsytkr Ghplw) dwdw-
Guwybhpp: Upnwuwlimbgwl Guti
GniGhdwuwn juouplp Spp. dwpnwb
Unwutwbh ($pwluliptG) G Wppwynu
QhtEhwbh (wpwplipkG) Ynndt:

Upwd U.. Guwpnnhynu, hp inghinp
inpwipGtipnG fitwn opfliig Unikuinwgh
18 Gwfiwwnwlyltpnt wdhbGGtpp,
npnlip ghinmtnmbgwl Sni2wynpennhb
uke Gywwh wnlGmwd hplkGg ywwnmy
wbnp: Ubpwpnqpmpebwl wiwpunhG
Yhfiwhpwn dwipwwybwnp ipwihp-
thgwit nwnt hp ywwqudp:

YbfAuwthwnp Gulu pwpéponptG qliw-
fiwwntg Unwuw Lhipwl quuwyGipmG
gniguplipwd jwpqubpp' (En pwpd-
pwgnn, ginwuwwbGhi nkd Ynnnn L
GwhAwwwlyninn AwpniG thawwmwlyhG
Awlnktw: dtiwtwnp ywpqubph
fjuoup minntg Gwbki LhpwGwGh G
Uniphny tnpwip édnnnynipnGlipniG,
npnlp qpywpwg phnmbghG Augkpp,
Gukt ywpquGph juoup wfiinGg, npnGp
wyuwntin, UjGEwph yke AhUGhghG unp
Unww Lunp:

UGnpuwnwnGuny jnmowpdwih
funpfimpnhG, dbfiwdwun dwipuwbunp
puwi, np winp vke Yp wbull duyy
Upwd DwhwwbnbipnmG, Lniuwinpgh,
Juwpnwl UwdhynGiwGh nt Ntinln
Gpkgh, Ywpbwghh, Upwd Uwbny-
Gwhh YwdpG m wywwqudp: UG
wtpgnig, np ynawpdwlhG ¥k Yp
wnbtiult Gwhit Uniphwgh b LhpwGuGgh
gnnnynipnGpniG ywpnwuppwlwb
Gywpwaghpp, dpwluwih wowy-
gniphiGp, hGywtu Gubt Upguluh
dwpwGynn dnnnynipnb n1 wquuw,
whywu <wiwunwbh nbujuyuwinp:

JhAwhwnp dwpuybwnp pnadtg,
np Uniuw LipwG quuwyGipp JhwiG
qkGpny ok np junpwGuy Yhpuntght,
wl vhwubwlwlmphwdp: UG gnfin-
GuwlynmpemG juwnikg, np wiuop, 80-
wdbwyh wiu ntpwynennhG 2nipg
fiwdwudpnuwd GG Awinpbiwb pnpnp
AnuwGpltpp, wnwig nuuwlwblph b
quwnwiwph juwnpnipbiwG, G ynju
wnnbtkg, np wiu nghl L dphninpunp
whwnp fwdwyt wdpnne Awympmip
Zwiwuwnwbh, Uipgwjuh G Uthhnph
pninp qunmpiipmbG dEe:

Upwd U.. Gupennhlynu hnp luoupp
Eqpuithwlbkg 2towbkny, np hpt Unuw
LipwG quuuwylbtpp 80 wmwph wnwe
Lin pwnpdpwgwl m Yynniigwb p fulnhp
nwnunnpebwi, wpnupmpebwb b
wndwlwywwnnunmpbwl, wiuop hptilig
quiwybpl m AwiptGuyhghlipp
vhwgwd GG LhpwGwGh G Uniphng
dnnnynmpnGipm G’ nwnunmpbwG,
wnpdwGwwywuwnninpbhwl nt wppw-
pnphwl wwipwp dntipnt upnfwlwi
r2Gwdhpb nku:

Nfwypwg nwup bpghg «Unwuw
LipwG qhuinbpklG UGEwp GHwd
LGpyp, Gt AwlGnhuniehtGp Yytpe quut
«Upihypwy tpgny trv Qwipwuwk-
nwlwh Jwnptpgny:

2ngliwnp whwtipp b wwowmolwlwl
whaGuinpmpehtGlitpp YLuophl Gwzh
fibtpipp inuG UaGawnh Awnpbwi:

Is God’s Wil
in Your Will?

Archbishop Ashjian
Meets With Pope
(Continued from page 1)

hundreds of thousands of people and he
had a universal message for people of
all faiths. I was particularly gratified
that the Pope’s message, not only in
Central Park but throughout his visit,
emphasized moral and ethical issues
confronting every human being. The
Pope asked everyone to ‘attend to the
needs of the poor, the hungry, the
homeless, those who are alone or ill,’
and he urged the worshippers to ‘stand
up for life.” He spoke directly to the
youth, telling them ‘You will live most of
your lives in the next millenium. You
must help the Holy Spirit to shape its
social, moral and spiritual character.” ”

That same evening, Archbishop
Ashjian met with the Pope at the resi-
dence of Cardinal O’Connor. Also
attending was Archbishop Khajag
Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese of
the Armenian Church of America, as
well as other Christian and Moslem
leaders. The gathering featured a series
of brief one-on-one encounters with the
Pope and both Archbishop Ashjian and
Archbishop Barsamian were able to
speak with the Pope.

“The Pope took an interest in each
person,” said Archbishop Ashjian. “He
recognized each person and knew the
latest news about that person and the
denomination he represented. To me he
said, ‘You have a new Catholicos,’ to
which I replied, ‘Your Holiness, both
Catholicoses are new.’ ”

At the conclusion of the audience
Archbishop Ashjian said to the Pontiff,
“Armenians hope you will be able to
visit Armenia soon.” The Pope smiled
and said, “Everything is possible with
God.” <+

Divided Land

by Vahakn Davtian

1,700 Anniversary
(Continued from page 1)

impromptu interview at the airport
upon his arrival on September 25. He
said he was delighted to be back in
Armenia.

“As you know,” he said, “I have
come to Armenia as a leader of a dele-
gation made up of clergy and lay mem-
bers. Members of our Central Council
and Religious Assembly, as well as our
prelates, have arrived with me. I am
confident that the Armenian Church,
acting as a single entity and cooperating
with our sovereign state, will celebrate
the official entry of Christianity in
Armenia in an appropriate manner.”

Responding to a question as to how
he characterizes relations between the
two sees, he said: “I would like to stress
that the Armenian Church is indivisible
in its principles and mission. Both Sees
of the Church have already initiated
cooperation and this cooperation will
further strengthen in the future. Our
cooperation must be full and without
any preconditions. At last we have a sin-
gle Church, a single people, a single
homeland, and single mission, wher-
ever we are and whatever circum-
stances we are in.” <

Need a Gift?

Check
pages 6 and 7
for good ideas.

translated by Dianna Der Hovanessian

My divided land, my undivided heart,

| am doubled over by my debts to you.
Like true conscience | ache with pity
festering like an unhealing wound.

What shall | say, | who was born too late?
I should have shed blood for you

like the blood drained fedayi

in the icy mountains of Erzeroum.

Sleeping, no, dozing only,

as heartaches and sorrows doze
like the volcano keeping alive

its beating heart, a flaming rose.

| should have been mingled with your soil
blended with the terrible cries

blistered into one flame in the eternal fire
when your resurrected ruins rise.

But you gave birth to me too late

to fight. | should have bled

not remained a passive ache

inside this festering unhealed wound.



oup. Ep 1-16

pnnhynunpehiGitpnt, Gpnuuwnkdh b
Mnpuny wwwnphwppnieplGGipnt Ghp-
Yuywgnighy Glnpp:

dnnnyh pwgdwl wnoppp Yw-
nwnplkg bt wwyw, Awipuybnwwh
fTuoupny dnnnywywGlbpp nnpenlhkg
Udbbw G dwing GSwplqhG U.. Gu-
rennhynup:

UGnifikwntl, nneniGh juoupny
Awlntu GYw ULdh SwGG Yp hyhny
Upwd U. Qupnnhynup, np deyGw-
pwhbtim| pppumnnGinipiwi yhnw-
Ywh Ypoli Anywldwb 1700 -wikwyh
Junpfinipnp, Gwpwqpkg quib hppk
«wqquhG pGplwphimptwb, Qw-
jwuwnwbhwyg Gytinkginy yapwhn-
pnguwl, wpluwpfh dnpnynmpnGlipnG
Utip Gyuwpwopny pugmbim qhnbkghl
wnhpe»:

MnonyGh juouptip mnnbtighG Gwh
dnnnyh wnbkGlwwybkwnbitip @npgny
Upp. UwinybwG . Swpkqht Upp.
Ququbibwl Mwinphwpplbpp:

d'nnnyp phrwgpht pGGwpymbgwi
dw) bnwpbjwywh Gytnkginy Ghp-
phG YEwhph yipwlhnpngdwhk, L
dnagtitnp yhpwquprolph ApdGw -
Awpgtpp:

8hobw | pGGwpynuwiGlpn plpwg-
phG, G2npnibigwli nmolwwwwnpni-
phwlg pnwlnwynmpembp:

Up Gwiuwwnbkunth, np niphp Gknk-
ghGtipm v wqqltnpm, vhgwqqu}hG,
dhoytintigwlwl b1 dowlympwihG
YwquwlbpwyniphtGGipnt dwulwly-
gniphilp hiv wwwhnynih wwwn-
dwluwl wiu moGwhwwmwpmpbwig:

UnjG quG&GujundphG Uwyp Uennp
UYp Jwulwygh 8 tytntiguwb Lt 4
w2fuwpfwlwl GipYwiwgnighsGipm],
Ukdh SwGG Whihyhny Ywennhynuni -
phGp 6 Gyintguwywb Gt 2 woluwn-
fiwwl GipYuwiwgnighsGhipny m
wwwphwppwywl UpnnGhpp Lp-
Ympuwlhwlb GupluywgnighyGhipny:

Uksh SwGG Upthyhny Ywennhyn-
umphwl wuwwnmhpwynippiGp Yp
pwniwbwy Atnbibw] wGdbpkG.-
Qtp- S. Upuwwy Upp. Twlniybwb
(wnwgbnpy PEApwGh Awing phUhk),
Qtpz. S. Utiupny Upp. U26LhwG
(wnwglnpy Udkphywhiwing wphikp-
bwl pLUpGE), Ftpz. S. Qupkh Upp.
UqGuinpiwG (wwnkGuwhkwn Ypohw-
YwhG dnnnyp), Ftpz. 8. OwlwbG
Gwhuly: e 2npnybwli  (wnwelinpn
Lnitjeh B Upwpwlwb Ungh tpyhp-
Gbpnt phUhG), Shpw. S. JwpnidwG
T dpn. <Epybihwi (wnbkGuwnwhp
UpoGwywG dnnnyp), Ukpp wyhy
NMwwhltwl (wnkGwwkw Yhnpn-
GuwYwl upympebwi) e Mp. Nuyk-
phipwl UpgnidwGbiwG (wnbkGwnwhp
ytnpnGwlwb fwupsmpbw6):

<hGgowpprh, 28 Ukwywkdpkph pk-
YnibwG, dkfiwpwGh Jtd nwhhahi
Uke wntinh mGhgwt Awdwwntin Ghuw'
Zwyg: Ghnkginy ki Qwjwuwnwbh
Qwlpwwbvmpbiwl Yt Awuwnwn-
twd YinpnGwywl jwGdGuunidplipm
uvhotit, v Gynypeltipny Awlnku GHwh
UhGwiG Quing Zwipwwbkw U.U.O.
S.S. QuplighG U.. Buwennhynu Lt
Qujwuwmwbh Qwlipwybhwnphwb
Ynfu-Gwuwagquh tr wyhnwlws yw6aé-
Gwumvuph Gwwqwh M. Guaqhy
BwpniphitGhwb: Vipywijwgmghgwi
pL” Gytintiginy, pL” whnmphwl dow-
twd spwahplbpp, G phpwnpmpmG-
Ghp tnwb fwdwywupghin spwgpbwg
wi2fuwnwbG pGhpp:

‘UniG opp, LiphyniiwG dwup 8-hG
BphiwGh «UpdtiGhws» ApipwlbnghG dke
Qwwuwwbh Ypobh qnpdtipnm whinw -
Juwl Jupynptwh wywowmolbwjwwnwp
Mp. lwqup UntotiwG pptin Gwoykpnye
Up wmwit' b wwwnpe iwgg. Gmppuwti-
unwlwl UpnnGipnt qufiwluwGipnmG

VUPUNGSIrLUSNR PRV YEN LU.3UL.USU VP U2
RPPUSNVENReERY MESULULVULSU LY 1700 B.ULUYDP U+ orbh

Church leaders gathered in Etchmiadzin to formulate plans for
the 1700th anniversary of Armenia’s official adoption of
Christianity as a state religion. His Holiness Karekin I (standing)
addresses the gathering. Seated from left to right are: His
Beatitude Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Patriarch of
Jerusalem; His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of
Cilicia; and His Beatitude Archbishop Karekin Kazanjian,

Patriarch of Constantinople.

tit whnGg wwwnnthpwyniphwig:

Mippwpe bpuynitwlG dEfwthwn
dwypwwhwbbpp, S. @npgny Mwn-
phwpp bt jwGdGwudnnnykG funudp vp
pinmbnbtgwi <. 4. Vwluwquwh Tp.
LG Stp MawpnubwGh Ynnok, Gu-
hmwqwAwlywl wywpwGpki Ghpu:
Uakh ni2, wwuwnithpwympehGp wgh-
1ig pnu-Gwhuwagwh Mp. Gwqhy
SwpnphtGiwinG b «Qwjwuwnwiy
dwdwhwyuwlwb ZhdGwnpudh Yun-
pnGp, mp plnpniGniigur gnpdwnhp
wbopkG Shy. Uwlnipwly Mwnpnubwbh
ynnuk:

Cwpwpe, 30 Uhwywbkdptph wnw-
tonbiwh qnyg YhfiwthwnGlipp wygh-
1kghG Bnwpinip, nip UpguwiubwG
gniwdwpunp GuhwnwyGipmb Ainging
h AwbGqhun ywownmbgwr AngtAiwG-
ghuwn, Gwhwquhmptwdp U.U.0.S.S.
Qupkqhl U. UdbGwyb dwing Uwpen-
npynupb: Uww funidpp wyghikg
OhétnGwlwptpy, mp ©.U.0.8.8S.
Upwy U.. Gwpnnhynu Guuwqufitg
Utd GnlinGh qnf wibkjh pwG vEymytu
dhpnGk GwAwwwlwg finging h
fiwGiqghuwn:

UniG opp Uwowngh whniwi vw-
whwnwpwbhG vte wmbinh niGhgut
phinmGamemG, b gnig YLfwhwn-
GipmG shpdopkG plnmbGhg wGopkk
Mp. UkG UplinpwanbwG:

U. M0.SU.r0.Q L2UPL.U L3
UB.3r Su.gdu.rh'v Uke

Uhpwlh, 1 Znjwnbkdpkph wnwiow-
hwh, EevhwdsGwy Uwip SwEwphh

Uke pp wGnpwGhy wwwwpwap
duwnnyg Ukdh SwhG Uphihyhny Gnppl-

whp Yyuwpnnhynup' S.S. Upwd U.,
kb wnplGptpwywy nGEGuwiny Upw-
nuwwnbiwl phdh wnwlinpnwlwb
thnfuwbnpn  S. QGuwptqhG Upp.
Ukputubwbp @ BGehihwup shwpw-
GripbGEG S. Qupkf Upp. UqGuainp-
Guwl: YkAwthwnp wdyhndwbihny
wnweblnpnpnmbgwt Twip Swdwp,
flwpuwwbwnwywb 2ptin qqhuwnw -
inpdwdp: «dwip UhpykG wnwy
YhfAwthwn Ywennphynup juoubgut
fingligniliy pwpnq vp, ytp wnGljny
juwsh funpfinipnp dwpwquey U Juwgh
wolhlG wnppy, G juwswuwwown Awgng
gnnnynmpnp whghwhG Ghp2Gynidnyp
Gubgun fiwgng jwpmpbwb qlintghy
wnwiownbtwd:

U. MwwnwpwqgkG jkwnny ©.U.0.8.8.
Quwplqphb U. Ywpepnnhynu dkfw-
puwlhG vte Swolykpnype vp wniwt h
wwwh v.U.0.8.S. Upwd U. UbAw-
thwnhl, 2mpe 60 finghh wulwy-
gnipbhwdp: Qualbpniehl, wwwn-
thpwlynuehtGGEpkG pugh, Ghipywy LhG
UhpwintG PwdwwytwG tnpwypGhpp
hpliGg whyhGGhpny, b MEpywdnikG
wntp b whyhG Uipo MugqphyhwG,
nnnlip Yp grluwinpthG MEpYwyngp
2npwlEG 17 finghlng jJumyp vp, npnip
wukG wwph YwyghiiG Uyhwwyh
2npwlp, tr hpiGg uhpwb nu puphp-
GEpp Yp whnwG EpYypwowndkG JGwu-
s plhwnwbhpllipnib, Aw2dwlnwd-
GhpmG Y pwg:

dw2ykpnyeh plGewgphl pudwlw-
Gwn wpunwuwltghG BdkGw)G 2wyng
kit Ukédh SwGG Upihypny Qwipw-
whwbGhkpp, Ypolh gnpdtipnt Jwpyni-
rtwl GEplwiwgnighy Mnp. Ukpqk)
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Ywpmwlbwb, U. BedhwdGuy vhwpw-
GmplwG Yynnut Vhputu Upp. Noqu-
wwibwb, phdwliw] wnuwebnpnbhpn
Ynnut QuikG Upp. 2pGshGhwG, Np.
Mushy MwwhybkwG by Mp. Ukpo
Nbqhytwb:

NhoSU.4-Y0.8Nhehhvy
b TN 4 bru.m

Bpynizwpeh, 2 LnlnkidptinhG, qnig
dbkAwthwnGlpp, @npgnd Mwwnphwpp
b wwnnihpwlyniptwlg wGnwdGhpp
njunh qughG fUnp Yhpww, nip wknh
niikgu ywnniy wwowwdmbGp: Upu-
pnnietwlg wwwpwnhl YEfwhwnGhpi
nt Munppwpp UppuqubGp hewt tunp
dhpwwh qnipp, wylinkn mp 13 wwph
Gqhws Ep U. Qphgnp Lniuwinphs'
Jwjwuwwlh pphuwnnGkwgnmdki
wnuwe:

Upuinwinny thwymd Ep wju niuwnw-
qplwgnphilp, & Ypwny dpG wy
lunpfippunnp uyhqp dwywuwnwGh ke
pphunnGEntphiwli wiwwywG Ypolb
finywldwl 1700 -wdtwyhG nolGw-
Yuwwmwpmpbwig:

v.U.0.8.S. Upwy U. U. Upnn
Yipwnwpdwi Gpipzwpeh, 3 Any-
wnkuplphG:

Do not let your bearts be troubled.
Trust in God; trust also in me.
Jobn 14:1

Sister Churches

The following article appeared in the
August 16, 1995 issue of The Long
Island Catholic.

In a message to the new head of the
Armenian Orthodox Church, Pope John
Paul 1I stressed the ties between the two
“sister Churches.”

The message, delivered by Cardinal
Edward Cassidy, president of the
Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity, was sent to the new
Armenian Catholicos of the Great House
of Cilicia, His Holiness Aram I Kesh-
ishian, on the occasion of his enthrone-
ment which took place in the Armenian
Catholicosate of Antelias, Beirut,
Lebanon, on July 1.

The message, dated June 26, was
made public July 29 by the Holy See
Press Office.

In his message the Pope wrote the
Catholicos that “we acknowledge our-
selves as sister Churches” and reminded
all that communion between both of
them “derives from the fact that we live
the same sacraments and, especially by
virtue of the apostolic succession, the
same priesthood and the same
Eucharist.”

“I ardently desire that this commu-
nion be real...in the hospitable land of
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and in the whole of
the Middle East,” he said. “The faithful
of both our Churches, tdgether with all
their other Christian brothers, must
have one heart and one soul in the ser-
vice of that peace and reconciliation
achieved for us by Christ himself.”

The Pope added that the faithful of
both Churches “must actively cooperate
so that this region...may become a
place where spiritual values become
once again the unshakable foundation
for respectful dialogue and efficacious
cooperation among the different reli-
gious families. The Assembly for the
Synod of the Bishops for Lebanon could
be the concrete, immediate occasion for
this.”

“I ask the Holy Spirit to help us pur-
sue together the way to full unity and to
the con-celebration of the Eucharist,”
he concluded. -



6 OUTREACH / October 1995

Prelac
Bookstore

The Source for Armenian
Books, Tapes and Gifts

Uquubkwl Lhywppun

Zuwy Applipp Ukd Gnnbh
Lnu UGeEpu, 1995, 240 ky
np. $20.00

UpGtwé Upp. Ukupny
Letip 4wy Gytintiginy
Nuuinphith

Um Bnpp, 1994, 144 kp
frne. $10.00

Ququbdckwi Upw

Gkp

Lnu UGG&Lpu, 1993, 106 Lk
Pnpe. $10.00

frwhAvhqlwlG Y. Uhynnnu
Undpwwup i uy dnmmynipnh
bpwdrnmwub dwnwlgmpmbp
Quuunnklw, 1994, 282 Ly
onp. $20.00

PEphwl dbfiwlbng?
FRuquwdnup Boluwph
Uhwgbw) UwhwlqGlp, 1993,
118 kp

onp. $15.00

PEpthwl Jwhwl
SpumbG Rtppmwd
Nkypnye, 1995, 84 ky
fnp. $10.00

frnmvwlbwl Snyfwlbiku
Ruy vwqup

Qwyky, 1995, 25 kg
onp. $5.00

Quwjljwqg Upwy
8tnhG QuGp

Swnnp U,

Qujktw, 1994, 286 Ly
ne. $8.00

Quwjiwl Ckuu

LGwnhp Bpylp

Nnupnt, 1994, 368 kyp
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The Role of Women in the
Armenian Church and Society

by Very Rev. Aram Keshishian

g'.ROM the remotest times of human
history, man has been the center of
gravity of society, the decision maker,
the power holder. This is more than a
social phenomenon. The subordination
of woman to man was primarily one of
ontology, dignity and not merely of
function. “Women and slaves are inferi-
or by the conditions of existence,” said
Aristotle, “therefore they are inferior by
laws of nature.” The subordinate state
of women prevailed through the cen-
turies in all domains and institutions of
human life.

The stand of the Church towards
women has not been favorable either.
On this point we notice obvious contra-
dictions in the teaching and the practice
of the Church. The Gospel declares
explicitly the equality of all persons
before God, irrespective of their sex,
color, age, etc. Yet, we see the opposite
in the history of the Church. In other
words, the equalitarian concept of the
Church has been a sheer theological
notion in abstract without being exis-
tentially implemented and practically
expressed in the life of the Church.
Moreowver, in patristic thought one
comes across negative expressions
about women such as “the gate of devil”
(Tertullian), “a necessary evil,” “a desir-
able calamity” (St. Crysostome), etc.
Certainly theological presuppositions
and social factors have played a deter-
minitive role in shaping the rigid atti-
tude of the Church vis-a-vis the female.
Women have been reduced to a ghetto
group within the community with cer-
tain restrictions imposed upon them.

But it is highly significant to note that
the negative stand of the church
towards women has not resulted in a
decrease in their faith and attachment
to the Christian cause. Women have
played a decisive role in enhancing and
strengthening spirituality in the church.
Their involvement in the monastic
movement and diakonia of the church
and their witness in martyrdom are elo-
dquent manifestations of their commit-
ted devotion to the Christian faith. The
annals of church history are rich with
outstanding female figures.

All these facts and aspects of world
history in general, and church history in
particular, come to point to the undeni-
able fact that woman has been subject
to man in‘the literal sense of the term,
has possessed no authority in society
but, in spite of that, she has participat-
ed, although on a smaller scale and
with a lesser impact, in the community
building process. .

The 20th Century, due to a number
of tremendous changes in the struc-
tures, value-systems and norms of the
society, brought a considerable change
in the male-female relationship. This
change was characterized by a shift
from the submission of the female to a
demand for equality of status and
opportunity. .

But “Women’s Lib,” in my view, is
not simply a struggle for equal rights, it
is essentially a power clash between the
oppressed female and male oppressor.
It is a search and demand for more
power in the decision making machine
of the Society. Therefore, it is predomi-
nantly of a political nature, and as such
its roots go deeper into the very systems
and institutions of Society. “Women’s
Lib” is a reactionary movement against
male controlled oppressive structures
and male-oriented ideological and
moral standards. It leads the female

from passivity to creativity, from isola-
tion to participation, from powerless-
ness to pnwerfulness. Women claim to
be an integral and vital part and not
mere spectators of world process and
human progress. Today the work of
women within the family confines is no

This article was written by Very Rev. Aram Keshishian, now
Catholicos Aram I of the Great House of Cilicia, during his stu-
dent days at Fordham University. The question of the role of
women in the church—especially in terms of ordination—is a
topic of “hot” debate throughout Christendorn It does not seem
to be as strong a debate in the Armenian Church as other
denominations, yet there are some interesting questions that
could be asked. Armenian women are quite visible in the every-
day life of the Church, yet very much in a minority in leadership
roles. Indeed, the delegates to the recent election which took
place in Antelias, were predominantly—I believe exclusively—
men. It will be interesting to see if Catholicos Aram’s views have
changed since his student days. — Editor.

longer a valid criterion to define their
identity. In a constantly and rapidly
changing world they are engaged in a
process of forging their own new identi-
ty through self-recognition and self-
realization. No longer are they being
considered on the margin of the society.
We see their presence at almost all lev-
els of society. But still they are too far
from exercising influence on the policy-
making bodies of government, churches
and organizations. g

Oﬂ the background of this rather brief
assessment of the status of women in
society at-large both in its historical
prospectives and contemporary situa-
tion, now I would like to highlight the
important aspects and pertinent prob-
lems related to the role of the Armenian
woman in the Armenian Church.

Let me remind you that there does
not exist a line of demarcation between
the church and the natiori. The church
is the nation in its multiform dimen-
sions of life. This is why the role of the
Armenian woman is never seen only
within the narrow boundaries of the
church’s liturgical life and from a pure-
ly religious perspective, but rather in the
broader context of the nation’s life, con-
cerns and aspirations.

We lack detailed information about
the contribution women have made in
the past to political, religious and cul-
tural life of the nation. But the scanty
evidence at hand testifies the providen-
tial role the Armenian woman has
played particularly during political
upheavals and hardships. In our histori-
ography the Armenian woman is pre-
sented as a faithful mother, a devout
Christian, an ardu_ous‘defender of
Christian morals and national tradi-
tions, and one deeply concerned with
the destiny of her homeland.

Motherhood has been considered the
cardinal task of the woman. The role of
women in farnily—building has been one
of pivotal importance. She has been the
anchor of the family, the sustaining
power of the community. The devotion
of the Armenian woman to the
Church’s worship and spiritual life is
noteworthy throughout the history. She
has also contributed to our renaissance
in the 19th Century and participated in
the activities of political parties and rev-
olutionary movements.

In the Armenian Church, as in other
churches, women have been excluded
from the leadership. In all activities, at
all levels, women have been delegated
an auxiliary role to men. Definitely the
historical circumstances which our
nation has gone through, accompanied
with social factors and national con-
cerns, have left a strong impact on the
attitude of our ecclesiastical and lay
leadership towards women. Centuries-

old, conservative mentality still persists,
although occasionally—very small in
number—women hold key positions.
Times have changed; our needs have
changed; we, too, ought to be constantly
renewed, in the genuine sense of the
term, if we want to keep pace with the
rhythm of the time. It is indispensable,
therefore, that a renewed understand-
ing and orientation be given to the role
of women in the Armenian diaspora in
general, and in the Armenian commu-
nities in the West in particular. It is time
the spheres of women’s activities be
enlarged and provided with the possi-
bilities and opportunities of self expres-
sion and responsibility in the service of
the Church and the Nation,

I do not want to make specific sug-.

gestions in this respect. In the light of
the concrete needs and demands of a
given community, you should set forth
your guidelines of action, select your
priorities and find the right perspectives
of involvement. However, I would like
to mention some areas where women
could make great achievements. Pri-
marily I have those areas and institu-
tions which are under the immediate
control of the church in mind.

Family

The family is the embryo of a
nation’s growth and progress. It must
be maintained spiritually and morally.
Women have a central role in this
regard. Today, unfortunately, due to
various reasons, this vital dimension is
being overlooked, primarily in the West.
I need not'emphasize the supreme task
the church has entrusted to the mothers
in the family. The education of children
in the Christian faith and the trasmis-
sion of the Armenian ethos and spirit
are above all other commitments.

Education

Here I am mainly referring to formal
education. The decrease of moral and
religious courses in the curricula of sec-
ular schools, sharpened the urgent need
of informal education given at home, on
the one hand, and the formal education
offered in the Sunday Schools on the
other hand. Therefore, the existence of
Sunday Schools is more than a necessi-
ty. Parents must urge their children to
attend Sunday Schools regularly. The
part played by Armenian women in this
field is quite eloquent and highly appre-
ciable. They must continue their educa-
tional mission in a much more orga-
nized way and with the same spirit and
enthusiasm.

Social Services

Social Service is a fundamental part
of the church’s mission. The church,
deeply concerned with the poor, sick,
and oppressed, encourages organiza-

tions in which women are quite active,
such as the Ladies Auxiliaries of the
parish churches, the Armenian Relief
Society, etc.

The field of service is vast; the needs
are immense. To try to describe them
would carry us far beyond the scope of
this article. The question is not what
women can, may, or ought to do, but
rather what are the possibilities where
they may adequately express their abili-
ties, display their potentialities and
relate them to the particular needs of
our community. I believe that women
with a renewed awareness of their role,
can provide a great contribution of
injecting fresh insights and new vitality
to our corporate life.

Leadership

Woman is the great absentee in our
church leadership. The leadership of
the church is the last stronghold of male
domination, and that is exactly my
major point. Perhaps for some rea-
sons—which are not familiar to me—
women have not been included in the
administration of our church. But,
today there are no justifiable and sound
reasons to insist on the same attitude.
Why should not women have the right
to be organically part of the policy-mak-
ing bodies with voting membership? To
my knowledge, in our National Con-
stitution, which is in use with minor
changes in all the dioceses under the
jurisdiction of the Cilician Catholi-
cossate, there is no provision for the
exclusion of women from the con-
stituencies of the church. On this point,
the last few years marked a positive
change of attitude, but it was a very
slight and slow one. This issue still is of
peripheral concern to our leaders. The
status and the role of women are closely
interrelated. Unless women are accept-
ed into executive leadership on equal
footing with men, it is futile to expect
tangible contributions from them.

The Ladies Auxiliaries seem to be an
appendix or just auxiliary, in the strict
sense of the word, to the administrative
mechanism of the church. The role of
these bodies is not and should not be
just to raise money and hand it over to
the church authorities for expenditure.
They have to be structurally and func-
tionally improved, under the present
day conditions. It is remarkable to note
that the presence of the Armenian
woman in our community life is
increasingly becoming active and
dynamic. Therefore, they no longer
accept passive roles and duties of minor
importance. There is a growing aware-
ness and readiness on their part to par-
ticipate in the executive committees of
the church and have their own say in
the decision-making process. I am sure
many of our congregations have women
who are better qualified to sit as mem-
bers on central and executive commit-
tees and as delegates to our diocesan
conventions and national assemblies
than the men. Therefore, women
should be given a larger share in the
governance of the church.

The Armenian Church in the United
States has become a pioneer in this
regard. I see an occasional female pres-
ence on the boards of trustees. This is
only one step forward. There is a long
and difficult way ahead. Women should
pursue their demands with firm deter-
mination by acting and struggling and
not just talking.

Is the church and society ready to
allow women to be themselves and per-
mit them to authentically and organi-
cally become involved? Are the women
courageous and responsible enough to
hold key positions in our leadership?
These are the crucial questions which
must be seriously considered in the
years to come. -



