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Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 East 39th Street, New York, New York 10016

Karekin I in Canada

1 A - b .5 i“

His Holiness Karekin I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians,
(seated center), is shown at St. Hagop Church in Montreal with clergy, dea-
cons, and choir members. Archbishp Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the
Eastern Diocese, is at the left, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian is at center, and
Archbishp Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the Canadian Diocese is at the right.
Neaxt to Archbishop Derderian is the pastor of St. Hagop Church, Rev. Armen
Ishkanian.

The Catholicos is escorted into St. Hagop Church under the pontifical canopy

held by Dr. Jean Arakelian, Dr. Varoujan Seropian, Vartkes Sarafian, and
Dikran Hajetian.

Please return.

There are still many homes in need
of repair like the one shown in this
photo. Families are returning to
their homes hopeful that they can
return to their normal routines.
Talish is located in the Mardakert
region of the Mountainous Republic
of Karabakh at the foothills of the
Arav Mountains not far from the
Shahumian area. The town’s popula-
tion was deported in June 1992. At
the time the village had a population
of 2,400 with 630 families. The vil-
lage thrived with a good farming and
livestock economy. Donations are
being accepted toward the Talish
reconstruction project. Checks pay-
able to the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America can be sent to the
Prelacy, 138 E. 39th Street, New
York, New York 10016.
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Homes in the the village of Talish in the Mountainous Republic of Karabakh
(Artsakh) are in the process of being reconstructed through the “Home to Home”
campaign the Prelacy initiated more than one year ago. Community buildings
(schools, hospitals, etc.) are also being repaired and refurbished. The town was

almost totally ruined by Azeri bombs.

dhon UkY vwwph wnwe, UqquihG
Unwelnprpwpwbh Guwuwdtnin -
phwdp ujunwd «SnmiGt SniG-U.dbk-
PhywgkG Upgwlu» dpwahpp YhpghG
wvhulGbEpniG phiwynjubig Gnp AwG-
qppmiwl up, tpp Upguiuh Uwpuw-
Yupwn 2pgwlih @wihy gmnhG ke Utd
rpwih utnwgwh yhpwuwnnigdwb ki
Ytpwplwhgiwl woluwwnwG pltipp:

Upnwpbi, 1995 pmwlwbh Uwpwn
wdumwb uyhqpp, Qwiwuwnmwbi dw-
dwhwjwywl dnlwnh dhengny, U.q-
guwihl Unwebnpnwnwbp Upguluh
whrnwlwh poluwlnpbwig hniuwb-
ghg uply win «SniGk SmG-UJt-
phyutG Uipguiju» SpwqphG wdwnp
AwGqwlwlymwd qndwpp $131,500
(Awphip iphumG ¥y Awqupn AhGg
fwphip wnpup):

LEinGwihG Qwpwpwnh dwbpuwybk-
nnipbwl hnju Jupswwyhw' Tp.
dhpwip MonnutiwG, phivhu Unwe-
Gnpn PwpdpwoGnpfi S. Ukupny Uip-
phyhuynwynu U.oGEwGhG nmugnniwd hp
27 TMEywnbdptip 1995 pniwypp

. 4

wuw2wolwlwl Gwdwyny, ywlpw-
Jwuli qhynyg vp GEpjuwiwgnigwd
@whz qhinhG ke gwpn hpwanpdp-
twd b rmwyuihG jwiG pwuthny sw-
pniwymnn 2hGwpwpwywiG, yepw-
Ywhglnmuh b1 yEpwplwlhgowh
w2 uwnwGpGipnb ywuhG:

dwdwdw]l Mp. MonnubwGh Aw-
nnpnwd mtinbtymptwig, 7 Utiwy-
wbtidptip, 1995-hG, Pwihy wighjwud
GG LEnGwiplG Lwpwpwnh LwGpui-
whnmptwi Gwluwqwh Mp. bnwtpe
Lnywpbiwb b yupywwlin® Mp. LEnGhn
NMuwpnubwb Gu dnny ¥p gnidwpud
thnju yuwpswwhbw . Monnutiwbh,
GuppphG gnpdng Gwihuwpwp Y. buw-
gnibwGh, Twpwwlbkpwnp 2pswhGh
Juprwliwl yuwuwwupwGuwinnt U.
UppwhiwdbtwGh, dwiGwuthhinh b
fitnwinkuhh yupymphwli yhwn' Jd.
PunptwGh, Pwih2h ghiquwtn' .
MrwnpnubiwGh, Twpinwybpinh 2pswbh
yuw2rmywlimpbwl wyhw' . UGwunnb-
LwGp G GnyG 2pewlh GhpphG qnpdng
Gwhuwnpwpnipbwb spswlwihb wWw-
nwufuwlwwmnm U.. ChppGhwGh dwu-
Gulygmptwdp:

dnnnyh pGrwgphl pGnAwbnup
ghwhAwwnnidp ywwmwpnwd £ ShGy
wn hpwgnpdmwd 2hhwpwpwlub tiu
Yhpuplwltgnidh wouwwnmwbpltipnG
it wnGmwd GG npn2nuiGlp ywenprnn
2wpwprGtpn pGprwgpht Ywwwp-
i hp Awbpogmuwn woluwwnwbpltnmG
dwuhG:

dwdwdwl Mp. MonnubwmbGh ql-
YnmgnuwihG, wpnktl puy wnbiph pwG 100
phwlwpwbbhpnt yipwlnpngmpebwb
woluwnwlpltipp unwpunwd prwny,
108 pGuwGhpllp Yuy 330 ghinu-
ghGlp yhpwnwnpdwd b hpklg wni-
Ghpp Gi 1dntwd hphlig wnoptwy fin-
nugnpdwlwh woliwwnwlpblpnib:
Ghinh nwpngh Uty 2tGph Yyhpwhn-
pngmphiGp wiwpwnwd priwpny,
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ZhuhuwhG Udtiphjwih fiw qu-
anplilipniG wnmwd hp whnpwGhy
fimmuytimuajwG wighimpebtwtG Shpht
Uky, UvkGw )G dwing Ywpnnhynu
Qupbqht U. 2npLpowpph, 24
3nilnuwuph, 1996, Ykuopk Lwnp dwip
4-hG, dwdwGlg FnpnGpnih Phpupb
onwlwjwfip, mp phdwinpmbtigun Lyk-
niguwi b wohwpAwwt wGdGw-
tnpmppGGhipnt G wwawmoGwyw G
dwpUuhGGhpnt GEipYwywgnighyGlpn
innuk:

OnwywjwGh AppwubkGbwyhG vk,
YEfwhwn Qujpuwybkwnh pGontGh-
imphlwb pGpwgphl, pwph quinuwnh
juoupny fiwGntu GYun GFwlununh be-
Vhwdlwlwt phdh wnwsbnpn Rwpdp.
S. 8nGwi Upp. Stpunkphwé:

Qhfiunphwn dupwwbwp 2GnpAwljw -
intphiG yuinGlg Uppwquwlh pupt-
JuwnpmpmGGipmtG, www, opAGkg wn
nL fiwgp, qnpu hpkGg GhplwywgnghG
&A.LU-h QuipmybkwG JupdwpuGh
w2fuwYyEpnGtip:

GphyniiwG dwip 8-hk, Ykfwthwn
dupuwybinnp, wnwebnppmpbwdp fwg
Gr wyyp GYknbghGhipnt Lybntgw-
JuwGGlpnt by nuhpGlpnt, «dpwow-
thwn»ny dniwp qnpdtig U. Gppnp-
pniphil wyig. Unp. Gytinkgh, nip
YulnGulwl wnorpkG ti tytinkgwlwG
wpuwpmphlGhpk twp, upyiwnmy pwph
quiniuwnh btv dEdwpwlGph Juoup
wpwnwuwliblg wnwelbnpyp 3nyGwl
Uppwquip:

oup wipnmbgun PnpnGpnih wiy-
thqwG fwdwjGph wnwebnpn Shpw. S.
Uwjppl Mhpq uppwqubhG, np hp
jupquipl m pmntﬂmqpmphlﬁﬂhnn
jwjinGhg LEAuthwnhG, pwpdp qGw-
fiwmnbny BukEGwiG dwing Ywpnnh-
Ynuhl wGdG nt YyupnomphiGGlipp,
jwunjuwyktu GiEnEguwlwb b dhe-
Eytiniguwwé pGwquiwnGlpnm dke:

Yhfwuin Lwipwwtnp Guju fugki-
pkGny, wuww wlqbpkliny juoutigun
ShwhuwhG Ubiphywih AwimpebwG pbp
wiGnpwGhy wighimpebwt snipp, dwG-
pwGwiny UEY wqq, vkYy AuwyptGhp W
ULy ytintigh quinwihwphtG Ypwy, Yny
manbkny dnnympnhG Ghgnily Ywhqbhy
dwjwuwmuibh iqopnwguwh qnpdhl bkt
Zwywuwnwbhwyg Gikntiginy pupgu-
wwamuhG:

YtfiunhwnhG pwph quinwuwn dwn -
phint Ghwd Gr U. GppnpnpniphtG
tytintigin) nwubpmG vk wnbn gpunwd
EhG Pwpdp. S. 8nyGwG Upp. Skp-
wkpbwG, . Vwhwbqbihpm Uptbiiwi
ptUh wnwelnpn Rwpdp. S. lVwdwy
Upp. MwpuwdbwG, SGuwluwwnwih G
Uhwgbw] LwhwlqGipnm Uphith w6
Yh hybwl phvh wnwsebopn Rwpdp. S.
Ukupny Upp. Bp6lkwG, @npnGenih U.
UuwnnwdwdhG dwyg. Uinp. Gytintging
finypr Qtp. S. Cwhkt T. Upnp. dw-
Gnubwd, hGywtu GubL wyp Gylhnkgh-
Gipm whiwnbpG nu GapyuwywgnighyGhpp:

YtAwthwnp hp PapnGeo wighk-
ImpbwG Gpypnpy opp, LhGqowppeh, 25
SniGmwph wnwiowbiwG, AwbGnhunid
mGhgwt Ywnwywpmplwl GEpjwyw-
gnighyGlpnmG Akiw, huy YLuopk Lwp'
Guwliwwnwwb GytinkghGtpn np-
fimpnh wlipwdGtEpmG Akwn:

unjG opp, LptYnibwG dwup 7:30-
hG, dbfwthwnp, thhnkgwywGGhpm W

nwhnpGbpne punpopny «2pwpurthwn sny
Unmunp qnpdtg U. Bppnppnipmb dwgg.
Unp. Bykntigh, np dnqpnynipnp wpnke
huy (gnigud kp, Gwbi quuhplbph m
whgplipp, wkuGkm hp dEAwthwnp
ulin UGnp wwwquudp:

OpmuwG wunupughsG tp 8nyGwb
Upp. StpwnkphwG:

Yhkhunhwn Qupuwbitng, Gup Au-
JEpEG www' whg bipkG (kqniblpny
2mpe 45 yupyhwh juoukgut YpoGui-
2mby b wqqwGwontGy pupng ¥p, mp
winpwnwpdwr Jwppn YEwGphG
punugnighy wqnwyGtipmG ti hdwu-
nhG' wquumpkwb, inpwipwuh-
pnrebwd, wqquuhpniptwG bt npytu
duwpn wwphkint YEwlph Guuwwuwly
mGhGwim qunuihwpht, Yny ninnbny
qopwyhq Ywhqlhy nupbpny wljw-
lumppiG it wquwnphiG YnpuGglhlk
Ewnp, fiwy édnynynipnh pwy quuiwy-
GhipniG YEwGphtG tr wppiGhG qGny
wqwuniphtG Gt wGiwpunipht Gp-
twBwd Lwjwuwmwbh iqonwgnivhi ta
dwjwuwnwbuyg GYknkginy Unipp
EouhwdGh ynyuny Awy dnnnynipnh
quiwlGlipmG finghGlpp ntuwinplpm
wlvwwnwGphG:

Mippwe, 26 3mGnuwp 1996,
YEuopkG Ewp dwup 3-hfi, dkAwhwn
dwipwwbwg Gt hp 2pwlunudpp
wjghilightG U. Buuninw dwdhG uwjg.
Unp. Gitnkgh, dw] Yunpnt e Q00U -h
wybkGoptw} yupdwpwb:

U. BuuintwdwdhG Gytinking Unun-
phG, dbEAwthwnhG pGnrwnwebght
QuGwwunh it Fpuwghwit vwhwtGq-
Ghipmu wpltlbwG 2pgwGh WhihlEwG
ptuh wnwebnpn Rwpép. S. Ukupny
Upp. U26LkwG, U. bunnwdwdhi
Lytntginy inyphr tp. S. Cwhkt T.
Upn. QuinubwG 1 8% Ungndnk
Pt hpbwh Yndpwkh iippwwwh Mp.
Bwlnp JwlujwuqbwG:

Uatyh ni2, upwhhG vke juoup wnwt
Yhfwhwn Qwipwwbtiwp tiv unbyh pwt
Ytu dwd, whinpwnwpdwr dwy Wkn-
nnGh, Aw] nwpngh G fw) GYtnkghh
SpwahpGhpmb Gy 2hGniphwG, thow-
vuhtiny hp GEpppmdp wiu wihlipnil
Ypwy, npwku Aw] gniwwnbihym tLptp
plipntpnm YuwnnignidhG:

Gptyniiwh, Gwolytpnye Up wnknh
mbhgwt wibjh pwG 450 fingph Ghp-
Juintpbwl: SEnuwpmbunwlwt ju)-
wnuwqgpny Awlntu Gluwr U. Bppnp-
nmpehil Gitnkginy nwypwg nwup,
ntjwyjwpnptwdp nwypwwytwn dwulynp
Upy. UypGhrqhuph: Woup wnhG
wdwl G Ukupny UppwquwGGhpp:

Ukupny Unp'wqwﬁh thwithwpny bt
wnwswplyny, 3nyGwG Uppwqub
tngbkg «Qwinply, Zwiphy» tipgp:

Uww, 3nlwG Uppbwyhulnwynu hp
upinnwqghG 2GnpAwjwnipphiGilpp
jwinblg Mwdwy b1 Ukupny uppw-
quhGtpnif, npnlp pinwnwebtiiny hp
finunkppG, Ghpluwy quGmbgun YhAw-
thwn Zop b wwwht Gwltipnipht b
ftwnbibgwG U.Gnp puwykipniG: CGnp-
fiwfuniphtl jwinGhg Gkt YEAw-
thwnhf phonibEpnyphilp yuquwltip-
wnn JwGdGwndphG bt wu waeht,
UUbkGw)G Qwing Qwpennhynunpebwt
tnwd GnihpwunmmphGGhipnt wimG-
Ghpp Ywpnuwg: Uwu, YpyhG wiqwd
npnuintg dbkfiunhwn dop yjwGnnigt,
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Aupptilw2kG, GYtnbhgwotl i wqqui-
2tG puiy bipp:

YbLAwthwnp L hp gpwhunwipp Cu-
pwpe, 27 8mbntwph YLuophG, vty-
GEgwl frapnGenikG, Anymuwwliwwwi
uglnippii vwpm UnGpptwih Aw-
ympbwG:

Cwpwp, 27 8mbGmupht, V-
Gw)G Qwyng Ywpnnhynu Suptqht U.
@npnGpnikG quiny, jwn dhgopkh dwup
1:30-pG dwdwGlg SnpYw| onw-
YuywG, mp opwGuih npwt, Yhfwphwn
dwjpwybwhb puph quintunn vwn -
plghG Rtwkph Ywnwywnpnipbwb
thpapnpnth whwn' M. dwG-dhy Uhiyo
tir miph2Ghp:

Ykfiwthwn Zop Y'pGykipwygkht
8nYGwG Upp. Skpnkphwi, lowdwy
Upp. MwpvwbwG, Vkupny Uipp.
U26twG, Upwnwy Upn. ShqpwChwG,
pwfiwGuy fiwpbip, bt Swluwwnwh vown
QunuunnuGh Qwpwwbnnipbwt hu-
qop nhuwwb GwnGhy LwGwgnbwG:

Qwlwnwly wGGwwuwn onhG, junin-
Gipwd dnnnynipn ¥p hmpwgud kp
nenGhint pp Qwjpwwybwp: dw)-
Ywlwl JupdwpwGGhpk unidp vp
w2wltpwnblp, fAwjuwl wwpuqg -
Gtpny, wiwlGnwliws wnmwg Ju-
wnighG dbfwthwn dop, np qubnGp
opfikk twvip, hwlnwywn dwipwhw-
pntphlGGhpnt mwl wnweGnpnmbtigun
VIP upwhip:

Mwh dp tkwiny UnphG UppnippiGp
wnwebnppniigwt U. Sphgnp Lnmuw-
tnphy Uwip Swwnp, nip Auwpnmwd
dnnnunipnp «pwawhwnsh Yups
wpwpnnnehwdp dp npeniGhg hp dwy-
nuwlwp, b SwlGwwnwhfwing wnwe-
GnpnhG pwphquiniuinh wouphipkl kung,
twpnmwd Aivwppppnipbwdp nitG-
YpGnphg DhGwiG Qwing Ywennh-
YnuhG wunngquidp: Uwip Upnnp GlwG-
gpGhpny «dwjng RhpnbAky»ha, Lh-
Awthwn dwipwwtnp puwt, pt njuh
2nn ¥p Yp phpk Lnwwwinpyh YuGpbnkG
uju Ainwinp wihtipp bp Awlwwnwg-
GwGEpméG G uibigmg, pk GnpwGiwiu
b1 wquwn AwpkGhphG vk, GnyGwyku
wquin b wijwolwGy Uwip UpnnhG
Ute, Ykpwlnpng Yhwbp Up ujuwsd L,
np Yp wwhwGek Yhpwlnpng downkgnud,
npnYfikwbin edppljun EhGp pwdGrnwdy,
huy fildw nwnpwéd &G wyn dpphyGkpp
L wwhAG E YhipwdhwgiwG:

Uipnn e dnnnynipnhG Ynnuk wew-
fiwdpnipkG Gwnp, Ykfwhwn dwjpw-
whwhG b wwwht pwpiquiunbwG
pinmGhniphtG ¥p wknh niGhgwt
wnwelnpnwpwlh puphqupyniwd
nwhAjhahG Ute:

Uwui, UnphG UppmpGp hp wipnng
2pwhunudpny YEYGEgwr U. Swiynp
Uwip Gylintigh, mp nwpdbw) unin-
Gipwy dnnnynipy dp thigmgwd kp pt’
LiknbtghG Ly pt’ jwpwyhg upwhp:
Un EwG YwennhynumpbwG AndwGha
Yuwitiiny phuh wnwebnpny Ukhupny
Unpp. U26kwG upwnwqbin ni yniqnud-
iwhg juouplipny Ghplwiwgng Ybfiw-
thuwn dwipwwtng, np bnws kp ubph
bp numghsp e qhGp Gwhuynwnu odnn
UphytwG Uennh Ywpennhynup: Uik
IntgmuGuihg Enwt UwhkGw Gl wing
YuwpanhynuhG uouplipp, jwinjwwytu
tpp nnenGGLp Up phpkp wquw VTwgp
UpennkG, wGlwh Uwyp uptGhpekt,
Ubp nwpwnp pmwpdwGGhpkG, Upw-
pwwkh nt UpgwhkG G Y'pukp pt
EovhwdhGp, vtp uGphpG m Awipk-
Ghpp wwpquwku vEp wwindmpbwG
YYwhlipp sk, wy Gnp AwGgpniwGh
Up ubkuhG Gnp wunndmph@ Ytpunbpn
fipunkpGtip, npny ikt wwwndniphG Yp
GowGwyk thnthnjumphilb, wyjwwyky'
whwh punpkp wundniphiGp, hGywku
tnwd Ep 1820 -wywt priwjwGGhpm
pwnwpuwgbwbbpnt by pGYLipwpwG-
Gapnt wpwdwpwlwlwt tqpulwgni-
pehiGp, pk nwnpwd tp wibkiu Awyng
wunndniphilip: BanGp uuwwéd EhG,
uwluwG, G wyop, whw Awgmunby
wuwwnbkfiniphG Up Yp wipnth dtqh, Ytip-
wbint vtp Gnp wwwnidniphiGp: Qnjq

-

EybntighGlipm «Zpwzunhwnsh wpwpn-
nniphiGGhpmG Gipyw) Enwe Guhk
dwjwuwnwbh nhuywG' GwnGhy
‘LwhwqgnbwG:

UniG opp, GpiynikwG, pwywphu
€nipG Bhquyke wwlnnyp «Upwa
UwinG sk dkg, 2npg 550 Anghh Jwu-
Gwligmpelhwdp, whinh niGhgu 2phn
Gw2ltipnie b wwwp BkGw G 2wing
ZuipwwybwnhGe:

Yhpwyh, 28 83mGnwppG, Unbp-
ptwh finywlwinp Opwpniwp ULG
dnqkdh wwqhihphG Uke wbinh niGh-
gwi wibwhplpwg Awjpwyhnwulwt
wWwwwpwg, Gipjuiniptwdp 2nips
fihlg Awqup Autwwnwgbw)Ghpn:
Ubkiplwy EhG 2wpp Yp owwp pphuwninG-
Lwy tytintkghGlpnt finginpwlwGGhp,
punuwpuwlwb, phwGuwghnwlwt
pwpdpwgnilG Yppwywh Awutnwwnni-
phGGEpm GipywywgnighyGlip:

UpwpngniphtGGipm  ulyqpGu-
inpntpbwG, jwGmbG REwykph Any-
twybtwn' QupwnhGwp Chippnpeh, UG
dnqkdh Jwhwhwpp nnembikg UBgk-
Guil Qwing BwpnnhynuhG wigkim-
philp G wunnh Awdwpbg wotuwpfp
WULEGWAKG EYbknkghGLptG vEYyniG
finymwwbwhG Yynnut wwwwpwgh
Vwuinignudp wn uppwywiphG dke:
dpwGubipkt (kqniny qlintghy ww-
wwuhwb Gnyeny Jvp, YbAwhwn
dwipwwhwngp 2GnpAwlwiniphiG bt
pwpdp qGwhAwwnwtp wpwnwjwjnkg
prhuninGEwlwG wyu ybi m uhpwqbin
nghhG Awdwp;

U.;Gmﬁhmln, wwuwnwpwgp plpugun
lunpuwbu wywinphy L nqkbyng
Yupwny, punwdwt tpgkgnympbwdp
Undhwiwu bpgswunuiphG, ahjwyw-
potphwdp Mp. Upw PoshhwCh b
Ywubwlgnmpbwdp U. Swynp Uwjp
Gltntging nubpGhpn Bl vwplwiwg-
GhpniG: Rupngkli wnwye, wnwsebnpy
8nmfGuwt Upp. StpunkpbwG AwgkpkG ta
$pwlublipkG thqniGtpny nnombhg m
Ghipywjwgnighy UvbGwiG 2w)ng
Ywpnnhynup, np wuw, hp Yupght,
Gwh $pwlubpkiny wniwr yuwngwy
Up, 2t2wntiny nqtnklG wpdkpGhpn
wwhwywGiwl YupiimpmppiGp dwyt-
nhuwhG, qeuiwpwlwlws b uvyw-
nmuwiwl wwypbiwlbpwh dpénnpinht
Uke: Pp AubipkG pwpnghb dke, Unpht
UppniphiGp dwhpugun pwph dwnwih
ophGwyhG yYpuy, np hpkl wpnuwdp hp
w2liwwnwlpeny Yp YpYGwwyuwykp:
PuypwpwGship ywpnm G hipwpwGspip
fiwint GwhwhGwdnpbGEG wpnws
2GnpfipGkpG m YwpnympehGGEpp whnp
E b uywu nGh Ywpnynmplwé G dhp
wqqhl b Guwuwn, vkp YhwGpp hdwu-
wnwinplipnt Awdwp. wijwwku, junuh
GowG ym qubp m Y'ppwlp: Rupnqh
wwwpwnhG, YEAwhwnp junpfippw-
GpoawlwG ymawGnmkp dp jwGéGhg
wnwebnpy 3nyGwt UppwqubhG, wn
b qGuwhiwwmwbp hp wGdGnkp Swnw-
mphGGEpmaG:

Mwwwpwgki bLwp, wwiwphG
GhippGuwupwhhG vEkg wnlinh mGhgwt
pGnmGE nphG ¥p h wwum YEfwhwn
dwjinwybwnhG, wahe vwint Awdwp
AhipipmG, wnbkjp dowkG JwGo-
pwGwim ‘unphl UppniptwG:

Because of space limitation we will be
publishing various other aspects of
Karekin Vehapar's visit to the United
States and Canada in future issues.
The Catholicos’s message delivered
at St. llluminator's Cathedral in New
York, as well as the message deliv-
ered by Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
on that occasion, will be published in
English in subsequent issues.
—Editor
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A Review by Professor Dennis R. Papazian
of Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian’s

The Armenian Church in America

THE question of renewing the admin-
istrative unity of the Armenian Churchr
in North America has occupied the
attention of churchmen, intellectuals,
and politicians almost since the very
beginning of the split in the 1930s.
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, the Prelate
of the Antelias-related prelacy in
America, has himself been intimately
involved with the question since his
election in 1978. In order to put the
issues in some perspective, and to give
concerned people food for thought,
Archbishop Ashjian has recently pub-
lished a book on the history of the
Armenian Church in America.

This book is worth reading both by
members of the Diocese and the
Prelacy. Diocesan and Prelacy members
will find much valuable information in
it, and Diocesan members will gain a
deeper understanding of the thinking,
emotions, and feelings of Prelacy mem-
bers. Archbishop Ashjian is known as a
dedicated churchman, a patriotic Ar-
menian, and an intellectual of some
standing. Furthermore, he occupies a
position of importance. What he thinks
personally has some weight, and one
may presume that his book reflects the
thinking and feeling of many members
of the Prelacy community. What he
writes, accordingly, is worth analysis
and reflection by those interested in
church unity.

The Archbishop’s major theme is
that only through mutual understand-
ing and Christian forbearance can the
gulf between the Diocese and the
Prelacy be bridged and the unnatural
split in the Armenian Chureh be healed.

The book deals, in turn, with the for-
mation of the Armenian community in
America, the origins of the Diocese, the
split in the Church, the appeal of one
faction to Antelias to be accepted under
its jurisdiction, and the attempts at
unity. It ends with Archbishop Mesrob’s
program as to how true unity, both
administrative and spiritual, can be
brought about.

Early immigrants, as Archbishop
Ashjian implies, were the wretched
refuse of a world in upheaval. They had
left their homelands, often under
duress, and were cast ashore in a new
land with.a-different language, culture,
economy, customs, and values. Truly,
they were strangers in a strange land. It
is no wonder that most of them were
confused and disoriented.

Immigrants, Armenians as well as
others, organized compatriotic societies,
mutual help organizations, political
parties, and churches. The immigrants,
torn from their traditional society, lack-
ing an established leadership, and hav-
ing no common vision of the future,
often could agree on very little. These
early organizations, including the
church as Archbishop Ashjian illus-
trates, tended to be fractious and con-
tentious. Thus, the author argues, the
split in the church reflects the difficulty
Armenians in America had from the
very beginning in forming and main-
taining an organized, coherent church
structure.

The split which we now confront,
although facilitated by the contentious
nature of an immigrant community, is a
product of the fall of the first Armenian
Republic and the forcible establishment
of communism in Eastern Armenia by
the Bolshevik Red Army. Many of the
churches with their See behind the Iron
Curtain—such as the Russian, the
Rumanians, and the Ukrainians—split
in America into two, three, or even four
groups, as did the Russians themselves.

While the Archbishop gives some
details regarding the mechanics of the

church split in America in the 1930s, he
does not give enough. Those interested
will have to turn to other books to get
the names, numbers, and the votes
involved in this complex issue.

In my opinion, those involved in the
split of Armenians in America—and
even those who perpetuate it today—
had their thinking clouded by four
myths: (1) that the first Armenian Re-
public fell because of faulty policy of the
Dashnak party; (2) that Armenian Bol-
sheviks overthrew the first Republic; (3)
that all Armenians in the Armenian SSR
were Bolsheviks or pro-Bolshevik; and
(4) that what we thought or did in the
diaspora had influence over the course
of events in the homeland. None of
these is true.

First, the Armenian Republic was
confronted with major and insuperable
problems, internal and external, which
no political party could have solved. It
survived only while the Russian Empire
and the Ottoman Empire were in disar-
ray as a general consequence of World
War I. The Armenian Republic was
doomed to fail, unfortunately, when the
Russian Empire reemerged in the form
of Soviet Russia and when the Ottoman
Empire reemerged in the guise of the
Turkish Republic. No Armenian govern-
ment and no political party could have
stood up to these two powers once they
resolved their internal crises and turned
against Armenia.

Secondly, Armenian Bolsheviks did
not cause the downfall of the Armenian
Republic. The Armenian Republic fell to
the force of the Red Army sent by Lenin
and Stalin, an army which, typically,
brought Quislings (Vasak Sunis) in its
baggage train. Without the backing of
Soviet power, the handful of Armenians
in the baggage of the Red Army could
never have taken over or have con-
trolled Armenia.

Third, Armenians in Bolshevik-domi-
nated Armenia did not suddenly and
magically turn into Bolsheviks. Com-
munists were always a minority in
Armenia. That is why the Communists
had to rule by force and repression. The
vast majority of people merely went
along to get along. Furthermore, some
Armenian Communists proved them-
selves, with the loss of their lives in the
Stalinist purges, to be true Armenian
patriots.

Fourth, what we thought or did in
the diaspora had little or no affect on
the course of events in Armenia. Some
few Armenians were indeed pro-
Communist, as were many Americans
no matter what their ethnic back-
ground. Most Armenians merely accept-
ed the de facto situation and tried to
make the best of it as they had under
the tsars, the shahs, and the sultans.
Others, as we know, went into opposi-
tion.

Several recent books by former KGB
agents point out, and I believe it to be
true, that the KGB’s attempt to control
immigrant communities had absolutely
no significant affect on the outcome of
the Cold War. In particular, we know by
objective evidence that our squabbles
and divisions in America had little if any
effect on the course of events even in
Armenia. The infighting was a pitiful
waste of time and energy, deflecting the
community from dealing with the real
issue, how to organize and maintain a
viable Armenian community in the
diaspora.

Even if these false myths were true,
the times have changed. With the inde-
pendence of Armenia, the whole com-
munity is now confronted with the
necessity of devising policies to fit the
new reality. The old quarrels certainly

have no meaning today. People should
be judged on their vision of the future,
not on their perceived mistakes in the
past.

Archbishop Ashjian correctly ob-
serves (in my opinion, because of long-
standing dedication to these myths) that
the Armenians in America have devel-
oped two different cultures and are
mutually intolerant. That cultural gap,
and that hostility, must be bridged if
administrative unity comes about, if the
merger will succeed and not just bring
about more problems.

The Archbishop then goes on to give
a rather thorough exposition of the
unity negotiations which began with the
visit to America of His Holiness Vazken
I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians, in 1968. Archbishop
Ashjian maintains that the Prelacy in
these negotiations stressed the necessity
of “mutual love and respect,” and
viewed unity as the outcome of cooper-
ation. The Diocesan representatives, he
argues, stressed legalities and “techni-
calities.” In any case, the Archbishop
argues, the Prelacy is now a mature
organization, widely recognized
throughout the world, and it is demean-
ing and unrealistic to treat it otherwise.

To provide documentation on the
course of the unity negotiations, the
book contains the Guidelines for the
Unification of the Armenian Church in
America agreed to by the negotiators,
most of the correspondence and com-
munications between the negotiators, as
well as most of the resolutions regard-
ing unity passed by the Prelacy’s
National Representative Assembly over
the past several years. There is also a
resume of the comments made by
many of the Prelacy parishes as they
studied, in accordance with the
Guidelines, the proffered bylaws of a
united diocese.

Most revealing of the author’s own
attitude, and perhaps of the members
of the church he leads, are excerpts
from his addresses delivered to the
National Representative Assembly in
1987 and 1995. In his 1987 address, the
Archbishop said:

“During these same years, when
attempts at unity were being pursued
between the two Armenian American
dioceses, sister churches endeavored
and succeeded in becoming united. In
July 1983, the unification of two
[branches of the] Presbyterian churches
was consecrated. In various parts of the
world, many churches are joining
together. However, they differ from us
in one aspect. When they wish to join
together, they already begin to love and
respect each other. They don’t raise the
issues of recognition or non-recognition,
they establish new churches together,
they develop educational and publishing
projects together...they pray together so
that unity may be realized...[Tlhey
don’t engage in academic disputes, they
don’t disseminate mistrust and hatred,
they don’t boycott each other, they live
together and accept each other as they
are. They don’t try to change one
another a priori.... The road is long; the
obstacles, numerous; and the ‘old man’
still lingers among us who is used to the
old ways, the division, the isolation.”

In his 1995 address, the Archbishop
said:

“The election of Catholicos Karekin
as Catholicos of All Armenians has
brought about an opportunity for our
many national and religious aspirations
to come closer to realization than at any
other time.... Within our own Prelacy
we realize that we can no longer travel
on the old roads. It is now necessary to
take bold, sincere, brave and faithful

steps in order to take the concept of a
united diocese out of academic
polemics, and out of the exhaustible
committee environment.... Let us come
together in a process of commitment.”

Following these words, the Arch-
bishop lays out a program to bring unity
through cooperation. He divides his
program into three parts, the liturgical
and pastoral, the parish, and the dioce-
san levels. On the diocesan level he pro-
poses (1) the organization of joint meet-
ings and seminars for youth groups and
for women, (2) the organization of joint
national events and major commemo-
rations, (3) the organization of new
parishes together as part of a pilot pro-
Jject for the future unified diocese, (4)
the convening of Prelacy and Diocesan
national assemblies in 1997 simultane-
ously in the same city, to study the draft
diocesan bylaws and to set the founda-
tion for complete diocesan unity, and,
finally (5) the convening of a joint
national assembly in 1998 as one united
diocese.

In fact, the Archbishop proposes the
establishment of an archdiocese in
North America with as many as nine
sub-dioceses in the East, the West, and
in Canada. Certainly this radical idea
must be carefully analyzed.

Finally, Archbishop Mesrob ends his
book with these words:

“As we approach the Centennial of
the Armenian Church in America estab-
lished by Khrimian Hyrig in 1898, and
the 1700th anniversary of [the establish-
ment of] Christianity in Armenia, let us
proclaim our diocesan unity as our gift
to history, our forefathers, and for the
future of our church and nation.”

Surely, if we compare the spirit of the
recently published Pastoral Letter of
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
of the Diocese, with this history of The
Armenian Church in America by
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, we can
conclude that unity of the Armenian
Church in North America, both admin-
istrative and spiritual, is a distinct possi-
bility if the mutual hostilities within the
community have not become so in-
grained, and established power struc-
tures so defensive, as to prevent rational
discourse and goodwill efforts to find a
Just solution to a longstanding and vex-
ing problem.

The Armenian Church in America by
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian is available at
the Armenian Prelacy Bookstore, 138 E.
39th Street, New York, NY 10016.

Pastoral Letter by Archbishop Khajag
Barsamian is available at St. Vartan
Bookstore, 630 Second Avenue, New
York, NY 10016.

A Mini Lesson

Proverbs, the twentieth book of the Bible,
is the third of the poetical group. It has
also been classified, together with Job and
Ecclesiastes in the Old Testament and
Ecclesiasticus and the Wisdom of Solomon
in the Apocrypha, as “wisdom” literature.
It is a collection of maxims, or wise say-
ings, which is arranged in no special
order, although usually proverbs in the
same general area are placed together.
Authors and dates of the several parts are
uncertain. The book was traditionally
credited to Solomon, but most scholars
now regard it as having been in process
from about 500 to 150 B.C.
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UtiwwnbdptphG uwnwpmwd £ nwpngh
Yhipwpwgmup, wn widd 65 wow-
YhipwnGtpny: dipwinpngniwd hvﬁ
qhunp GiliynpwywG gubgp, gpwdw-
nwlwpwpdwb ywyp funnnyuwyGhpp,
b yhpwhAwunmwnnwd GG itnwuo-
uwhG Yuwp G AwGpughG wy) Yupk-
tnp uywuwpympmhbGin, qhinh wid-
Unt phwysmpbwb Yhwlpp nwndp-
Guiny gqnhphk pGwluwinG: MEwwywb
p2luwliniptwlg npnonudny, Bwhzh
Ute yipwpbwlynn phlwnwlGhplGtpniG
wmpwdwnpniwd L dtjuwyw b Yny, ki
nwuwywl Awe: ShinhG npuwdwnpp-
twd E pinfwwmwp J&§ dEphkGuy up,
whfpwdtion pwbhwympbhwdp Junk-
wihip G wyp YhGuwlwh vphppltn:

bp GuwdwyhG Jk9, Mp. Monnutwb p
Uheh wying Yp gpk. «h 2GnpAht dkp
Ynnuhg ppwlwlwginn dpwgph, Ghp-
Jwinidu Swhwwwdbipnd unpwwnb-
ghwywl vkd Gowlwlympphb nlklignn
fwp2 ghinnud pGwlyinid &G 108
pGunwbhp, 330 pGwlyhy, npnGp wujw-
finyniwd GG yEpwlhwbglimwd hptlg
whfiwwnwyuwl nipny: ...1N2 whinw-
Yuwl, yunwyjwpwywb ntyuwyuplph
nigunpmpebwl YEGinpnGnd L @wihoh
Yyhpwlwbhqbdwl b yEpwpbwyhgdwl
qnpdplpwgp, win b Jyuymy 1.4
Gwhwqwh Mp. M. @nswphwlp L
L Jupswwbw L. MhwnpnubwGh
Ynnuhg 1995 pnwlwih Uhwywnbkdpbn
T-h Pwih?2 ahinnmd whghwgpwd
funpApnwygniphilp»: Mp. Monnubiwb
hp GuwidwyhG Ygwd & Gwbkr Uhwywn. 7-
h funpApnwygwwt AwGnhwmvh pl-
rwgphl wnlGniwd npn2nudGlipnt
wwwmolhwywl wpdwlwqnpniphib-
GGipp Gr gupn hpwagnpdnmwd woluw-
wwlplhpn Awrnuwlwl wwwnylbnp:

Pp wmwpnnmpbwdp 2ww UL k
@wihz gpinh wipnnowlub Yybpw-
Ywlqbnudh dpwaohpp: SwlwipG Y-
pwGnpngbijh Yp vGwG 2mpe 500 plGuw-
YuwpwlGhp, gpinh Ahrwbnwingp,
EYtintghl ki vEpdwlywy ywbpp: 2w-
phipwinp phGuwGhpGhp wwwnpuwun GG
yhpuwnwnbwy qpn, Gpp pGwlmpebwi
wuwdwlllp uinbindmpb ppbkGg Awdwp
Gru: Uwyw )G UpGy wyn wGpwdbion
G Ghripwywl Gnp dheonglGlip owpni-
Gwlhbkpnm Awdwp uuniwd qnpdp:
Bwnwehywy optipnil, UhgquihG U-
nwelnpgwpwbu Bpgwiuh h2luw-
Gnmipkhwlig whwh hnfuwlgt Twpwn
1995 pmwlwGki h ytp win dpwqg-
nhG Awdwp AwGqubuynuws $90,000
(hGGhumG Rwquip wnpwph) ywikEw]
gnujwp Up, np Juunwfiwpwp Gnp puth
whwnh nw) ufunuwd qnpdhl:

Ujyu wnhpny, wiquwd dp b dkp
pwhuwwaghwniphtll nt 2GnpAw-
YwinipehtGp Yp jwynbGhGp «SniGk
SniG-UdtphywkG Uipgwju» dpwqpp
dtip pnpnp GnippwwnniGtpniG, G yny
Yy'ninnbkGp dbp dnnnympnhG, Gnpwtnn
GmippwwnniniphiGGlipny qopwyhg
YwhqGhpm Upgwjuh Awdwp wiu 2w
YhGuwwh gnpdhG: Aninp Gnippuwnp-
tmphtGaGipp ywwwphp Abnbibw
waniGny b1 Awugkmy -

Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America
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Memo: “Home to Home”

The way in which something is given
is worth more than the gift itself.
—French Proverb—

New Book Focuses on Rights of Self-Determination
for the Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh

THE conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh (Artsakh) has been a matter
of world-wide concern as one of the
various international “hot spots,” but
very little is generally known about the
struggle going on in that part of
Transcaucasia.

A newly published book, On the
Right of Self-Determination of the
Armenian People of. Nagorno-
Karabakh, by Haig E. Asenbauer,
delves deeply into the major issue at
hand, namely, the right of self-determi-
nation of the Armenian people of
Karabakh.

Originally published in German by
the Austrian publisher, Wilhelm
Braumiiller, the Eastern Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America,
has just issued an English translation of
the book which presents the legal argu-
ments. It is a thoughtful defense of the
rights of the Armenians of Karabakh,
where they constitute a majority of the
population, balancing the right to self-
determination with the right of territori-
al integrity. The entire text is well docu-
mented and presents knowledgeable
insight into the legal dimensions of the
issue. Mr. Asenbauer makes an excel-
lent case for national self-determination
which applies not only to Armenians,
but could apply to other peoples in a
similar situation.

This English-language edition,
which was translated by Michael B.
Papazian, will make this important
book accessible to a wider audience.
Although the subject of the book
revolves around various aspects of
international law, the text is easy to
read and understand and will add
immeasurably to bringing about greater
understanding of this critical issue.

In the Foreword to the volume,
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of
the Eastern Prelacy, says, “Because we
feel that this is an important, in fact, an
essential book, the Prelacy decided to
have it translated from the original
German and to publish an English-lan-
guage edition to make it more readily
accessible to readers in America and
other parts of the world. We believe that
the subject and its authoritative presen-
tation by Mr. Asenbauer, while devoted
to the issue of Karabakh, has a much
wider application because of the disin-
tegration of the Soviet Union leaving
behind conflicts over the legal rights of
all liberated people who were once part
of that vast monolithic state.”

The 358-page book begins with a
summary of Armenian history from
earliest times right to the current peri-
od. Included are extensive maps, as well
as reproduction of relevant treaties, res-
olutions and declarations.

The purpose of this work, as stated
by the author, is to show the historical
and political interrelations which domi-
nate the Karabakh conflict and to dis-
cuss the legal basis and the practical
requirements for the realization of the
right to self-determination. Mr.
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by Haig E. Asenbauer
translated from the German by Michael B. Papazian
Published by The Armenian Prelacy
358 pages, soft-cover; $24.95

Asenbauer, who holds degrees from the
Vienna School of Law and New York
University of Law, has made extensive
use of reference works in German,
French, English, and Italian.

In a detailed account of the self-
determination right of the inhabitants of
Nagorno-Karabakh in light of recent
developments in Armenian history and
its legitimacy with respect to Soviet con-
stitutional law and international law,
the author begins with a review of the
origins of the conflict between Armenia
and Azerbaijan. The first part is a
review of the history of Armenia, lead-
ing to the Genocide and the 1918
Armenian Republic and the subsequent
sovietization, which Asenbauer uses as
a background to the contemporary con-
flict. The author then gives an account
of the Transcaucasian territorial dis-
putes and conflicts and the diplomatic
history leading to the loss of Karabakh
and Nakhitchevan. Also covered are
developments since 1987 concerning
the emergence of the Karabakh move-
ment and the resulting pogroms and
attacks in Azerbaijan. Mr. Asenbauer
describes the attempts of the central
government to resolve or quell the con-
flict and the consequences.

The latter half of the volume is an
analysis of the legal issues concerning
Karabakh and the right to self-determi-
nation. A central issue is the conflict
between the Soviet constitution’s guar-
antee of the right of self-determination
and its guarantee of the republics’ right
to territorial integrity. The author
argues that the Armenians of Karabakh
constitute a nation and as such are enti-
tled to exercise their right to self-deter-
mination and to decide by popular elec-

tion if they wish to unite with Armenia.

Mr. Asenbauer’s argument is clear
and concise. It is a thoughtful defense of
the right of the Armenians in Karabakh.
The historical account at the beginning
of the book is a good introduction for
anyone unfamiliar with the Karabakh
issue and its place in Armenian history.
For those familiar with the Karabakh
problem, the volume provides a knowl-
edgeable insight into the legal dimen-
sions of this issue.

“This book needs to be put into the
hands of all opinion-makers,” said
Archbishop Ashjian, “including Sena-
tors, Representatives, Ambassadors,
Journalists. I am deeply thankful to Mr.
Eduardo Seferian of Argentina, a great
and dedicated Armenian, who under-
wrote the expenses of this publication in
memory of his brother-in-law, Mr.
Kevork Vartpanonian. I am also very
grateful to Michael Papazian who
undertook the job of translating from
German into English, a task he per-
formed with great skill. I am saddened
that Michael’s father, Pierre, did not live
to see the finished volume. Pierre
Papazian lovingly undertook the task of
negotiating with the Austrian publisher,
editing the text, and preparing the
pages in their final form. And the last
task Pierre performed prior to his sud-
den death last year was the design for
the cover.”

On the Right of Self-Determination
of the Armenian People of Nagorno-
Karabakh, can be ordered through the
Armenian Prelacy Bookstore, 138 E.
39th Street, New York, NY 10016. The
cost of the soft-cover volume is $24.95,
with an added $3.00 for postage and
handling.
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It is a thoughtful defense of the right of the
Armenians in Karabakh. The historical account
at the beginning of the book is a good introduction
for anyone unfamiliar with the Karabakh issue
and its place in Armenian history. For those
familiar with the Karabakh problem, the volume
provides a knowledgeable insight into the
legal dimensions of this issue.”

copies of On the Right of Self-Determination of the People of Nagorno Karabakh, @ $24.95.
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