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Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian Baptizes
Forty Children in Holy Etchmiadzin
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The recently formed National Steering
Committee overseeing the Pontifical Visit
of His Holiness Aram 1, Catholicos of the
Holy See of the Great House of Cilicia, met
and began planning for the Catholicos’
visit to the Eastern Prelacy next year. His
Holiness will visit the parishes of the
Eastern Prelacy in the United States and
Canada beginning October 1, 1997
through November 5, 1997.

Presiding over the first meeting was the
Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, who
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Steering Committee Begins Planning
1997 Pontiﬁcal Visit of Aram I

expressed his pleasure that His Holiness
accepted the Prelacy’s invitation.
“Vehapar will visit almost all of our
parishes,” said His Eminence, “although
in a few areas, for logistic reasons, we
have joined together two or more parishes
on Vehapar’s itinerary.”

Elected to serve on the executive body
of the steering committee are: Sarkis
Ohanessian, chairman; Kenneth Sarajian,
secretary; Dr. Luisa Kubikian, treasure;
and Iris Papazian, public relations.

(Continued on page 2)
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His Holiness Karekin I speaks to the 130 children of fallen freedom fighters who
came to Holy Etchmiadzin with members of the Armenian Relief Society who
care for the children financially.
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During his visit to Armenia in July, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
baptized 40 children in the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin. Archbishop
Ashjian was in Armenia July 23-30 to oversee the establishment of the
Etchmiadzin office of the commemorative committee for the 1700th
anniversary of the establishment of Christianity in Armenia.

The baptisms took place on Friday evening, July 26, upon the
request of Ms. Vanouhi Isachanian, chairwoman of the Central
Executive of the Armenian Relief Society. On that day 130 children, who
are under the care of the A.R.S., had journeyed to Etchmiadzin. Most of
the children are children of freedom fighters who died in battle.

Prior to the baptism, the entire group of children and their
chaperones were received by His Holiness Karekin I, Catholicos of All
Armenians, who blessed them, gave each child a memento, and offered
his words of praise to the A.R.S. for that organization’s great charitable
endeavors. **
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Communique:
V. R. Khajag Hagopian
Appointed in Canada

Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian has
appointed the Very Rev. Khajag Hagopian
to serve as the Vicar-General of Canada
and Rector of Sourp Hagop Cathedral in
Montreal, where he will work in unison
with the Cathedral’s pastor, Archpriest
Armen Ishkanian. Hayr Khajag assumed
his new posts on August 5, 1996.

Dr. Ara Caprielian, the well-known
educator and community leader, has been
appointed to serve as principal of St.
Illuminator’s Day School in New York, as
post which Very Rev. Hagopian held prior
to his most recent appointments.

On behalf of His Eminence and the
Religious and Executive Councilas of the
Eastern Prelacy, we congratulate Very
Rev. Hagopian and Dr. Caprielian. We
wish them success in their new endeavors.

We trust that under Very Rev. Ha-
gopian’s leadership our Canadian parishes
and community will witness even greater
successes in their religious, spiritual and

educational life.
PRELACY SECRETARIAT

Pontifical Visit

(Continued from page 1)

Because Aram I is currently the
Moderator of the World Council of
Churches, the official itinerary will include
many receptions and meetings with sister
churches and ecumenical leaders.
Catholicos Aram has been an active par-
ticipant in the ecumenical movement
throughout his service to the church and
as such is now one of the most respected
religious leaders internationally.

The highlights of his visit to the United
States will be the consecration of the new
church in Granite City, Illinois, which will
take place on Sunday, October 12, and the
blessing of the new expanded Prelacy
facilities, as well as the new St.
Huminator’s Day School and Community
Center in Woodside, New York.

Divine Pontifical Liturgies will be cele-
brated in New York, Detroit, Montreal,
Toronto, Bo&fdn, and Granite City.

All of the parishes are forming local
committees and will be responsible for
arrangements when Vehapar visits their
respective communities. In order to keep
each community informed of the details
of the visit, the chairman of each local
committee will be invited to attend meet-
ings of the national committee.

“We are confident that this Pontifical
Visit will be an occasion for all of our
parishes and our faithful to welcome our
beloved Vehapar, and a time of renewal
for all of our faithful,” said Archbishop
Ashjian.

Countdown 2001:
R

ions on the 17th Centenary

Celebration of the Proclamation of
Christianity as National Religion in Armenia

by KAREKIN I

Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians

TI{E end of the second millenium of
the Christian era of history is drawing
near. People and institutions, religious
and secular, states, churches, internation-
al and ecumenical organizations are
growingly getting engaged in a process of
self-awareness of and self-inquiry in their
present-day world predicament and of the
future, however uncertain and unidentifi-
able it may look. Books are being written,
symposia are being held, debates are tak-
ing place, statistics are being drawn-up,
historical experiences are being analyzed,
achievements are being assessed, failures
are being identified and projections are
being envisaged for future predictions.

The Armenian church and nation
while sharing the concerns of their
brethren and sisters around the world in
this regard, have a particular reason and
a unique opportunity to take the end of
the second millennium and the dawning
of the third very seriously, and, indeed, in
a distinctive manner. For, in fact, the first
year of the third millennium will mark the
1700th anniversary of that greatest
moment of Armenian history when the
Christian faith was adopted by the king of
Armenia, Tiridates III, and was pro-
claimed as the national religion of the
Armenian people. It is a well known fact
that in the very beginning of the 4th cen-
tury Armenia through the baptism of its
king and through the proclamation by the
State recognized the Christian faith as its
official, national religion.

The exact date of such formal accep-
tance has been a matter of debate among
scholars, both Armenian and non-Arme-
nian. Recent researches have acknowl-
edged the years between 313 and 316 as
the most probable date.

However, the question of date is of sec-
ondary importance for the purpose of the
celebration of the 1700 years of Christian
witness in Armenia and in the neighbor-
ing countries. The 2001 date is selected
because the year 301 has always tradition-
ally enjoyed the character of official
acceptance. Indeed, the first year of the
third millennium provides a most appro-
priate context for such celebration. In any
case, as the Oxford Dictionary of the
Christian Church puts it, “The Armenians
were the first nation to adopt Christianity
as their national religion.”

Proclamation by the king of the
Christian faith as the national religion,
however, does not mean that Christianity
entered Armenia for the first time in 301.
The presence of the Christian faith in
Armenia between the first and third cen-
turies is amply substantiated by historical
facts and references. The official name of
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the Armenian church is the Armenian
Apostolic Church for the very simple
reason that according to the earliest and
the most cherished tradition of the
Armenian people two of the twelve apos-
tles of Christ, St. Thaddeus and St.
Bartholomew, were the first preachers of
Christianity in Armenia. Their pioneering
work was continued, often at the price of
martyrdom, all along the succeeding two
centuries. It is, therefore, in the back-
ground of that Christian church and com-
munity, on the one hand, and on the other
hand, due to the missionary zeal, sacrifi-
cial life and arduous work of Gregory
Parthev, called St. Gregory the
MNluminator, that the official acceptance by
the State of the Christian faith can be truly
understood.

In order to well understand the conver-
sion of Armenia one must take into
account the fact that Christianity was not
an alien religion in the countries sur-
rounding Armenia on its southern and
western borders, namely East Syria,
Edessa, Nisibis, Melitene, and Caesarea in
Cappadocia.

Recent studies have provided ample
evidence that from very early times,
beginning from the first century, Chris-
tianity had been preached in those parts
of Asia Minor, both in Cappadocia and in
East Syria, and gradually spread towards
East, reaching as far as India.

It is also a well known historical fact
that the Syriac speaking peoples were
among the first who were touched by the
first Christian preachers, the apostles and
their immediate followers. Historians of
these early centuries assure us that what-
ever touched the Syriac speaking world in
the first centuries of Christian expansion
touched also Armenia because of the close
cultural and social ties between the two.

One cannot understand the conversion
of Armenia without visualizing it as a
process rather than an event. The procla-
mation by the king could not make the
people change overnight their religious
beliefs and customs which were so deeply
rooted in their centuries-old historical
experience. Even after such official proc-
lamation it took a whole century for
Christianity to survive the opposition con-
tinually and bitterly staged against it by
the authorities and the established struc-
tures of the old pagan religion. The fourth
century proved to be a century of con-
frontation; this was a decisive time for the
new Christian religion to consolidate its
hold by gradually penetrating the inner
texture of the life of the people. The refor-
matory council of 353 organized by the
great figure of the century, St. Nerses, who
is rightly described as the “Iluminator of
the heart,” bears eloquent witness to this:
historical truth. The canons of the Council
illustrate the determination of the leaders
of the Christian religion to change the
spirit, the philosophy and the content of
the old pagan life.

A most decisive and determining factor
in the conversion process surely was the
translation of the Holy Scriptures into
Armenian, which followed the creation of
the Armenian alphabet by St. Mesrob
Mashtots (406 A.D.). The translation
movement was sponsored and guided by
the eminent figure of the century, Catho-
licos Sahak, who was a close associate to
St. Mesrob. The result was not just literary
works rendered from one language into
another, but rather a cultural movement
which produced not only the translation
of the entire Bible, but also a large

This address by Karekin I, Catholicos
and Supreme Patriarch of All Arme-
nians, was delivered at the opening
of the consultation conference which
took place in Paris, June 14 to 16. An
overview of the deliberations was
presented in the Summer issue of
OUTREACH.

Starting now and through the year
2001 we will feature articles concern-
ing the 1700th commemoration under
the general title of “Countdown:
2001.” —Editor

amount of liturgical, patristic and hagio-
graphic literature which constituted the
glory of the Greek and Syriac Christian lit-
erary heritage.

The translation movement, far from
being purely or solely a literary and schol-
arly work, was accompanied by an inten-
sive course of preaching which spread the
Word of God, thus integrating the
Christian faith into the ethos and patterns
of the Armenian cultural, social and even
political life. This was the century par
excellence of the spiritual and cultural his-
tory of Armenia, rightly recognized as the
Golden Age of Armenian history. Indeed,
for many scholars and interpreters of his-
tory this century was the time of the real
conversion of Armenia when the people
made the Christian faith their own, ex-
pressed in their own language and
through their own national life setting.

That is why Gorun (the disciple and
biographer of St. Mesrob Mashtots), des-
cribed that century as a time of transfigu-
ration of Armenia:

At that time, our blessed and desirable
country of Armenia became surely an
admirable land. For here, at the hands
of the two equals (servants), i.e., St.
Sahak and St. Mesrob, Moses the law-
teacher, together with the ranks of the
Prophets, and Paul the forward-looking
Apostle, together with the band of the
Apostles and with the world-sustaining
Gospel of Christ suddenly found them-
selves to be speaking Armenian. What a
heart-filled joy! What a beautiful sight to
behold! A whole people who had not
even known the names of the places
where the marvelous divine deeds had
been accomplished, suddenly, all at
once, became aware of all events, not
only those that had happened in the
course of time but those that occurred
before time, in eternity, and those yet to
come as well, those of the beginning and
those of the end, and all the God-given
traditions.

That is also why just in the middle of
the century, the Armenians fought their
decisive battle against the Mazdean Per-
sians who were forcefully trying to make
them renounce their newly adopted Chris-
tian faith and to return to the pagan tradi-
tion that had so many affinities with Maz-
dean religious traditions which constituted
the official religion of the Kings of Kings of
the Sassanid empire in Persia. It was on
the eve of that, their life-or-death battle of
Avarayr in 451, that they proclaimed their
confession which may sound rhetorical to
the ears of modern men and women, but
were truly lived because they were
authenticated by the martyrdom of the
confessors, by the supreme test of the
faith. “From this faith no one can shake
us; neither angels, nor men, neither fire,
nor sword, neither water nor any other
blow however bitter it be.”

It is for this reason also why Yeghishe,
the epic writer, theologlan, and the histo-
riographer of the battle of Vartan and his

(Continued on page 4)
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Dr. and Mrs. Raffy Hovanessian from Munster, Indiana, served as the
honorary chairmen of the HMEM’s 6th annual sporting events which
took place in Chicago in July. In his address to the group, which included
more than 650 HMEM scouts, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian praised the
organization for its dedication to the youth. He asked each member to
bring to the ranks one new member so that next year in Providence,
Rhode Island, more than 1,200 will participate in the annual event.
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Prelacy’s Armenia
Projects Administered
by “St. Nerses the

Great Charitable Fund”

The Prelacy recently announced the
registering of the name “St. Nerses the
Great Charitable Fund” with Armenia’s
Ministry of Justice and hereafter the Prelacy’s
office in Yerevan at 15 Apovian Street will
operate under this name in implementing
the Prelacy’s charitable programs in
Armenia and Artsakh.

The Yerevan office indudes four full-time
employees and a three-member advisory
board. All administrative decisions emanate
from the Prelacy’s office in New York, with
regular communication and supervision, as
well as periodic field visits.

“By using the name of St. Nerses we are
honoring the memory of a great man and it
is especially appropriate,” said Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, “because St. Nerses, in the
spirit of St. Basil of Caeseria, was a pioneer in
introducing charitable organizations indud-
ing homes for orphans, elderly, and lepers.”

The Prelacy’s projects in Armenia and
Artsakh incdlude the sponsoring of more than
800 individual orphans; finandal aid to the
orphanages of Nor Kharpert, Gamo, and
Nork; financial assistance to the elderly;
shipments of humanitarian aid through
MPRI, an agency financially sponsored by
the U.S. State Department; sponsorship of
publications; the rebuilding of the village of
Talish; aid to hospitals and schools; and
scholarship grants for needy students. In
addition to these projects the Prelacy fully
supports the United Armenian Fund and
Armenia Fund USA.

Funding for all of these projects comes
from donations from generous benefactors
and not from the Prelacy’s annual budget.
“Sometimes we get general donations for
Armenia and Artsakh and it is left to our dis~
cretion as to what project it should be used
for,” said Archbishop Ashjian, “but more
often we get donations for specific projects.
For instance just a few days ago a woman
from Providence sent money for Madagh for
the residents of old-age homes and orphan-
ages in Yerevan and Gamo. The blessing and
distribution of Madagh becomes a very spe-
cial event for both the elderly and the
young.”

Another special current project is the
Maternity and Pediatrics Polyclinic in
Yerevan, where a laboratory building is
being constructed, thanks in large part to the
children of the late Haig Papaian from
California.

“With each trip I take to Armenia and
Artsakh,” said Archbishop Ashjian, “I see
first-hand the difference that our support is
making in the life of our brothers and sisters.
I come back heartened and rejuvenated
knowing that we are making progress and
the light at the end of the tunnel is in sight.”

Donations for Prelacy projects in
Armenia and Artsakh can be sent to the
Prelacy at 138 E. 39th Street, New York, NY
10016. For information call 212-689-7810. -

Four Regional Board of Trustees
Seminars are Planned

Four regional Board of Trustees semi-
nars have been planned for the coming
months by the Executive Council of the
Prelacy. One such seminar took place last
year, after a hiatus of several years, and
was very much acclaimed by the more
than 80 lay and clergy leaders in atten-
dance.

“We were very encouraged by the
response and caliber of the first seminar,”
said Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate,
“and therefore four regional seminars
have been scheduled.”

With the general theme of “Behold I
Make All Things New,” (Rev. 21:5), the
seminars are slated to take place in
Detroit on October 12, in Montreal on
December 14, in Philadelphia on February
8, and in Boston on March 22.

According to Archbishop Ashjian, each
seminar will begin with a meditation led
by a clergyman in order to set the atmos-
phere for a successful and fruitful semi-
nar. Topics which will be discussedare: 1.

National and International Issues Facing
the Armenian Church; 2. What Does It
Mean to be a Church Trustee: Roles and
Responsibilities; 3. Administrative Unity of
the Church; 4. Parish Renewal and
Continuity. A representative of the
Executive Council will make a presenta-
tion at each seminar on the current status
of Prelacy programs.

“The importance of leaders under-
standing their role and responsibilities is
vital,” said His Eminence, “and we found
through our experience last year that this
type of seminar provides an opportunity
not only to describe these functions but
also gives local leaders the opportunity to
share their own experiences and learn
from others. We intend to make every
effort to ensure that through these four
regional seminars every one of our parish-
es in the United States and Canada will be
given the opportunity to participate.” <
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companions, could assess the conversion
of Armenia by saying that the Christian
faith had become for the people of Arme-
nia, “as the color of the skin and not like a
garment.”

I believe one can be justified in saying
that after the middle of the 5th century,
following the heroic struggle of Vartanank
in the battle of Avarayr, and the subse-
quent resistance movement, Christianity
became inherently, existentially and
inseparably integrated in the national
ethos.

The year 506 was another landmark in
this early times of the Armenian church,
because it was in that year that the Arme-
nian church took its initial and decisive
step in rejecting the Council of Chalcedon
(451) and thus rejecting also the hegemo-
ny of the Byzantine empire. It is a well
known historical truth that the Byzantine
empire was trying to bring all Christians in
the Middle East and in the Caucasus
under its monolithic domination and
political subjugation. Besides the theologi-
cal objections to the christological posi-
tions as exposed in the Tome of Pope Leo
adopted by the Council of Chalcedon and
expressed in the definitions formulated by
the Council, the Armenians had other rea-
sons to reject the Council of Chalcedon.
The Council was being used as a vehicle to
promote the Byzantine policy of assimila-
tion, which they considered a threat to
their new national Christian identity.

In the same 6th century and in the fol-
lowing ones, this anti-chalcedonian posi-
tion of Armenia was reiterated and rein-
forced. Through all this process the inde-
pendence of the Armenian church was
consolidated and buttressed. Attempts at
the recovery of the unity in later centuries
could not heal the wound of division that
made such a devastating impact in the
common witness of the Christian church
in the Middle East, in Asia Minor, and in
the Caucasus.

Thus, the Christian faith came to be so
closely associated with the destiny of the
Armenian people that all along the suc-
ceeding centuries, the life of the church
and that of the nation went on by being
inseparably interwoven. Any threat to the
existence and independence of the church
was felt as a threat that would jeopardize
the integrity and independence of the
nation, and vice versa.

It was through such historical circum-
stances that the national character of the
Armenian church acquired its distinct
shape.

The coniversion of Armenia to Chris-
tianity permeated the whole course and
destiny of Armenian history. All along the
succeeding centuries the Armenian people
lived their national life under the impact
of the Gospel. Their family life, domestic
customs and public conduct were impreg-
nated by the tenets of Christ’s life and
teachings.

The relations with other peoples were
guided by constant concern and unyield-
ing determination to maintain and pro-
mote their Christian way of life. Their atti-
tude of both partnership with and resis-
tance to others were motivated and deter-
mijned by the self-awareness of their
Christian identity and the preservation of
their distinct national integrity manifested
through their whole, all-inclusive culture.

The 17 centuries of continuous, unbro-
ken and creative witness of the Armenian
church is part of Christendom and of
human history in general. The 17th cente-
nary celebration is an excellent opporturi-
ty to bring that witness under internation-
al and pan-Christian focus. Particularly in
this present age of world communication
where the encounter of cultures has creat-
ed a multi-cultural trend of dialogue and
interchange, such a world wide knowl-
edge and recognition of Armenian
Christian culture of spiritual, theological,
liturgical, literary and artistic nature and
content is not only possible but also
important for an integral understanding
of the relationship between Christian faith
and human cultiire.

One of the most eloquent and charac-
teristic words in modern philosophical,
theological and sociological vocabulary is
the word inculturation. How can the Ar-
menian historical experience offer a
valuable contribution to our present-day
search for a true understanding of the
interplay between religious faith and
human culture? This is an area of investi-
gation in which the Armenian Christian
culture may cast some light.

I personally wanted from the very early
stage when I, then as Catholicos of Cilicia,
was discussing the 1700th anniversary
theme with the late Catholicos Vazken I
together with the Patriarchs of Jerusalem
and Constantinople two years ago, to
invite a group of scholars both Armenian
and non-Armenian and have an open dis-
cussion with them and to consult with
them about ways and means by which the
17 centuries of our Christian heritage may
be brought to world attention through sci-
entific and academic circles.

Of course, much work has been and is
being done in the study of Armenian his-
tory and culture. Indeed, we are deeply
grateful for the work accomplished and
the work in process not only in Armenia
but also in the Diaspora.

The passing of His Holiness Vazken I,
my election as Catholicos of All Arme-
nians, then the election of Catholicos
Aram I of the Great House of Cilicia,
delayed the implementation of the idea.
Last September when we had the first
meeting in Etchmiadzin of the Central
Committee for the 1700th anniversary, we
decided to have this consultation in Paris
as a first step in the course of planning
and preparing events and activities that
will take place between now and the year
2001 when we will mark the 17th cente-
nary in a most solemn celebration in Holy
Etchmiadzin.

I am delighted and thankful to you all
for having responded to the. invitation of
the Executive Committee headed by
Archbishop Mesrob Krikorian and Arch-
bishop Mesrob Ashjian to participate in
this scientific consultation of scholars. As
we all know, there is much work to be
done.

I am extremely happy that the new
Independent State of Armenia through the
edict of its president, Mr. Levon Ter-
Petrossian, himself a well-known scholar
in Armenology, has appointed a special
comimission composed of 24 government
ministers, scholars, academicians, univer-
sity professors, historians, and artists, to
do their utmost for the promotion of stud-
ies in Armenian culture and to enhance
the significance of the acceptance by the
State of Christianity as its state religion in
301 AD.

We have, and will continue to have,
close collaboration with the committee
established by our State. The whole
process of the celebration will have a
major focus on Armenia with all its cul-
tural riches.

The challenge is before us. Let us take
it seriously and with utmost love and
responsibility. Your suggestions, your
experience and your possibilities will
enrich our endeavor. We consider you
partners in our task.

I thank you wholeheartedly and wish
you the very best in your deliberations.
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Marzbed School of Racine, Wisconsin

ARS Marzbed Armenian School is a miniscule school of seven students, pet its school
board and teachers have taken gargantuan strides with exemplary commitment and
perseverance to teach Armenian language and culture to its young. From left to right,
teachers, Marie Louise Mahdasian, Sara Mikaelian and Lara Kazarian flank stu-
dents Sosi Mikaelian, Sona Mikaelian, Nina Fronjian, and Martin Antaramian.

Araz School of British Columbia

Araz School of British Columbia, Canada, sponsored by the Armenian Relief
Society recently announced the appointment of Mr. Alexander Geghalian as the princi-
pal of the Saturday school. Mr. Geghalian, a dedicated and experienced professional,
was born in Yozgat, Turkey. His goal is to teach Armenian children an understanding of
“where we were, where we are now, and where we ought to be tomorrow as
Armenians.” The principal also believes in the importance of spiritual nourishment as a
complement to academic teaching. Fluent in French, Armenian, and English, Mr.
Geghalian has served as Sunday and day school administrator, as well as trustee and
parish council member in Lebanon and Canada.

Siamanto Academy Begins Fall Semester

Siamanto Academy of the New York metropolitan area began its fall schedule
on September 14, with an orientation session which was followed by the first
Armenological lecture of the semester. The weekly lectures span a three-year program.
Courses offered are at college level and they center upon the Armenian language, litera-
ture, history and Christian studies. The core curriculum is supplemented with lectures
that are challenging to the high school students who attend the Academy. Upon gradu-
ation, Siamanto students become eligible for nine college credits as recommended by
the American Council of Education in Washington, D.C.

This year a Preparatory program has been developed to bridge the gap
between graduation from Armenian school and eligibility to Siamanto Academy. This
program, with its own teachers and separate curriculum, is for younger students and is
meant to serve a stepping-stone to the Siamanto Academy.

Siamanto Academy classes are held at the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America in New York City. Round trip transportation is available for New
Jersey residents.

For additional information contact the Armenian National Education
Comuinittee at 212-689-7231.



