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Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian’s Dual Anniversaries
To Be Celebrated in February

The annual Feast of Light celebration
hosted by the Prelacy Ladies Guild,
always a popular event, will take on an
extra added attraction this year, with
the dual celebration of the 35th
anniversary of Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian’s ordination as well as the
upcoming 20th anniversary of his elec-
tion as Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy of
the United States and Canada.

The Feast of Light will take place in
the Roof Garden of the St. Regis Hotel in
New York City, on February 1, 1997.
Plans are underway to make it a mean-
ingful and well-deserved tribute to a
clergyman who has devoted his entire
life to the church and community.

His Eminence was ordained on May
28, 1961, by the late Catholicos Zareh 1
and was consecrated Bishop by Ca-
tholicos Karekin II of Cilicia (now
Karekin I of Etchmiadzin). He was
elected Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America in December 1977.

On this occasion an anniversary
booklet is being prepared which will
highlight His Eminence’s distinguished
service. At Archbishop Ashjian’s re-
quest, donations received will be used
for the reconstruction of the Monastery
of St. George of Moukhni, which at one
time was a great center for pilgrimages,
and a site to which the Armenian peo-
ple have a special attachment. Located
between Etchmiadzin and Yerevan, the
Monastery dates back to the 14th centu-
ry. It was renovated in 1664 and some
minor repairs were done in the 1970s
and 80s. However, it needs major reno-
vation, including a new roof and dome.
Seized by the communists, the current
government of Armenia returned the
Monastery to the Holy See of Etch-
miadzin in 1991.

Within the next few years more than
50 monasteries will be renovated in
Armenia and Artstakh in conjunction
with the multi-faceted celebrations
planned for the 1700th anniversary of
Christian Armenia. According to
Archbishop Ashjian, this monastery is
special because it has facilities to
accommodate a convent for nuns. The
renovation plans include a new building
and the cultivation of the land for
orchards and a small farm, through
which the monastery can become self-
sufficient. All donors will be recognized
in the commemorative booklet as well
as in a permanent place in the
monastery itself.
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Archbishop Ashjian was born on
January 3, 1941, in Beirut to Nercess
and Martha Ashjian, and given the bap-
tismal name Hrair. Growing up in the
Armenian community in Lebanon, he

by Iris Papazian

One of Archbishop Ashjian’s favorite photos: Gazing at Mount
Ararat, so near and yet so far.

attended the St. Nishan School, where
among his teachers were Yetvart
Boyadjian, Yetvart Daronian, Yervant
Bedrossian, and the young Karekin
Vartabed Sarkissian, who was to have a
profound effect on his young student
and who himself would go on to hold
the highest positions in the Armenian
church.

Young Hrair’s earliest recollections of
life in Beirut revolve around St. Nishan
Church. He recalls the deep influence
the church had on him and in particu-
lar an icon of the Virgin Mother which,
although damaged during the civil war,
still hangs in the church in Beirut.
Singing with great enthusiasm in the
church choir, Hrair attracted the atten-
tion of Bishop Khoren Paroyan, then
Prelate of Lebanon, who, perhaps sens-
ing the future, nick-named him “Bezdig
Loussarar,” (young sexton).

On October 11, 1957, Hrair was
accepted into the Cilician Seminary in
Antelias where in June 1958 he was
ordained a deacon. After completing
the required theological and armeno-
logical studies at the Seminary,
Catholicos Zareh I ordained him a celi-
bate monk on May 28, 1961, and
named him Mesrob in honor of the
1600th anniversary of the birth of St.
Mesrob Mashdotz. His sponsor was his
teacher and mentor, now Karekin I,
Catholicos of the Holy See of
Etchmiadzin.

His recollections of that day in May
center around Catholicos Zareh: “He
was the holiest man I ever met,” he

recalls, “and I am so proud to have
been ordained by him.” On September
1, 1963, he received the rank of
vartabed by Catholicos Khoren 1.

A young man with a keen intellect,
with a life-long love for learning and
books, Vartabed Mesrob continued his
studies at the Ecumenical Institute of
Bossey, Switzerland. He participated in
the International Student Fellowship, a
pilot project of the World Council of
Churches and the United Presbyterian
Church at Princeton Theological
Seminary. He also spent one semester
in Paris for in-service training,.

Arriving in the United States for
graduate studies, he received the degree
of Master of Theology from Princeton
Theological Seminary in 1970. His dis-
sertation, “A Champion of the Church
Universal: St. Nerses of Lambron and
his Synodal Discourse,” became the
basis of a book published several years
ago.

Still eager to continue his studies,
Vartabed Mesrob continued at Prince-
ton working towards a doctorate. He
had just completion all of the course
requirements and was preparing to
begin work on his dissertation when he
received word of his election as Primate
of the Diocese of Iran and India, a post
he held until July 1977.

He has often said that one of his
greatest regrets is that the responsibili-
ties of his service prevented him from
cecmpleting his doctorate. In 1991
Princeton awarded him a second
Master’s Degree in recognition of the

(Continued on page 2)

Prelacy on Internet
WWW.HEAVEN.COM]| /
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The updating of the computer
department at the Eastern Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America continues with the latest addi-
tion being the inauguration of the
Prelacy’s own page on the Internet.

The updating of the computer
department began nearly two years ago
with the aim of developing and equip-
ping the Prelacy with the best possible
computing capability and, of course, a
link to cyberspace.

According to Rev. Nerses Manoogian,
pastor of St. Gregory Church in
Philadelphia, and the chairman of the
Prelacy’s computer committee, phase
one, which was completed last October,
entailed the networking of the Prelacy’s
eight offices with powerful personal
computers. “This phase of our upgrade
was made possible through a generous
donation by the family of the late
Khazar Aramian of Providence, Rhode
Island,” said Rev. Manoogian.

The purchase and configuration of
the hardware was handled by Sarkis
Gharibian of Springfield, Massachusetts.

Following this auspicious beginning
the committee began to vigorously plan
the second phase and did so in a rela-
tively short time. Phase two entailed the
design and implementation of special
applications for the Prelacy’s Bookstore,
Library, and Accounting Department
and the signing on of the Prelacy’s own
page on the Internet.

During the 1996 National Rep-
resentative Assembly in New Jersey the
Prelacy and the computer committee
found a great sympathizer in the person
of Varkis Markarian, an active member
of the Providence community and a del-
egate of the Assembly who generously
volunteered to underwrite the entire
cost of the second phase.

“On behalf of the computer commit-
tee and the Prelacy, I extend words of
gratitude to Mr. Markarian and the
Aramian Family,” said Rev. Manoogian.
“Their enthusiasm for this project of
enhancing the Prelacy’s communica-
tions system made our work much easi-
er. I also extend our committee’s words
of gratitude 'to the Prelacy staff, and to
Sylvia Tirakian and Ardak Melkonian
for their knowledgeable technical sup-
port.” The Prelacy’s web page may be
accessed by typing:

http://www jjj.com/prelacy
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Archbishop Ashjian’s Dual Anniversaries (Continued from page 1)

work he had completed toward the
doctorate.

During his career as a teacher, he
enthusiastically embraced the positions
of Assistant Dean and Dean of the
Cilician Seminary, a teacher and
preacher at the Karen Jeppe College in
Aleppo, Syria, and Principal of the
Mardikian School in Antelias, Lebanon.

On October 30, 1977, in St. Gregory’s
Cathedral in Antelias, he was consecrat-
ed Bishop by his former teacher,
Catholicos Karekin II. Two months later
he was elected Prelate of the Eastern
United States and Canada, the commu-
nity he continues to serve today with
great dedication and energy. In June
1983, Catholicos Karekin II elevated the
Prelate to the rank of Archbishop.

As a dedicated ecumenalist, he par-
ticipated in the International Student
Fellowship, attended conferences in
Lebanon, Jordan, France, Switzerland,
Ghana, Finland, Egypt, and Odessa. He
has been a member of the standing
committee of the Conference of the
Heads of the Oriental Orthodox
Churches, and was a delegate to the
World Council of Churches’® 6th
Assembly in Vancouver, British
Columbia, and the most recent
Assembly in Canberra, Australia. In
1991, His Eminence was appointed to
serve on the World Council of Churches’
Faith and Order Commission.

A prolific reader and writer,
Archbishop Ashjian has written many
articles and more than a dozen books in
both English and Armenian. Currently
in press is yet another volume of his ser-
mons and essays, Remembrance and
Hope: Essays of Faith and Life.

Archbishop Ashjian has served the
Armenian American community since
January 1978 and since that time the
growth of the Prelacy in its scope and
depth of service has been extraordinary,
largely due to his perseverance and
vision.

He is quick to credit his staff and
especially the community without
whose support, he says, he would not
have been accomplish half as much.

“I always try to do my best,” he says,
“but in many tasks that go beyond
ecclessiastical duties, I could not have
succeeded without the good will of the
Prelacy institution, including my
Brothers in Christ, the Prelacy staff, var-
ious committees, our benefactors, and
all those who give their time and their
talent.”

Those who know him and have
worked with him throughout his tenure
can attest to his determination in the
face of many hardships. His love of his
work is evident in the unwavering
enthusiasm and optimism which are
always part of him. Some would say
that “workaholic” is not a strong
enough description; he often has said,
“Sometimes I can’t wait for morning so
I can get to work.”

His steadfast dedication was most

evident at the outset of the Karabagh
movement in Armenia. He was the first
to mobilize demonstrations following
the massacre of Armenians in Baku,
Sumgait, and elsewhere, and was able
to attract the wide attention of the
tough New York print and electronic
media. Immediately after the earth-
quake in Armenia, he turned his atten-
tion to helping the people in the
Homeland and with a minimum of staff
and resources was able to raise millions
of dollars in addition to millions more
in goods and services.

He visits Armenia regularly to over-
see the Prelacy programs which include
the caring of nearly 800 orphans. At a
time when retirees and intellectuals in
Armenia were in dire need, he mobi-
lized resources to provide monthly
stipends. He organized a program to
plant trees following that first harsh
winter, found sponsors to provide
orphanages with fresh fruit, vegetables,
and meat, initiated sister church pro-
grams, helped reconstruct a village in
Artstakh, and made sure that the
Prelacy fully participated in shipments
of humanitarian aid through the U.S.
government, the United Armenian
Fund, as well as the Armenia Fund,

U.S.A., which he supports fervently.

His imaginative programs in the
United States have attracted wide atten-
tion. A case in point is the monumental
commemoration of the 70th anniver-
sary of the Armenian Genocide in
Washington, D.C. The five days in our
nation’s Capital was attended by thou-
sands from all over the world. It was
the largest gathering of survivors, sadly,
never again to be matched. Those who
were present at the final service in the
amphitheater in Arlington National
Cemetery will forever remember that
bright, sunny, April Sunday morning
with hundreds of survivors bearing wit-
ness and paying tribute to the million
and half martyrs in the presence of five
thousand Armenians.

His visionary capability has produced
events like the Ani Millennium celebra-
tion, and the Cilician Symposium which
brought to New York scholars from all
around the world for a four-day multi-
faceted event which was sold-old (with
a waiting list) weeks before the actual
event.

Always on the go, he reaches out to
every segment of the community. He
feels it his duty to visit all of his parish-
es; he is currently on a schedule to visit

every community during which time he
will not only meet with trustees and
leaders but set aside several hours when
parishioners can meet with him.
“When a clergyman loses touch with the
people, he no longer can effectively
serve his faithful people,” he says.

Recently, he was entrusted with the
greatest challenge of his career and the
greatest event in our community’s life-
time: the 1700th commemoration of
Christian Armenia. As Executive
Director of the central committee,
Archbishop Ashjian will plan and over-
see the massive international events
which will take place beginning next
year and continue through to the year
2001.

That this tribute to Archbishop
Ashjian is being sponsored by the
Prelacy Ladies Guild is particularly
meaningful, because he has said on
many occasions that the Ladies Guild is
the “heart and soul” of the Prelacy. The
members of the Guild are taking every
measure to make this year’s Feast of
Light an extra special event and one
that will honor an energetic and vision-
ary spiritual leader, a kind and unwa-
vering shepherd, and a faithful and
devoted servant of God. -
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QqtunhG CptinmpMmGG M NwwudnipephiGp

Gytintgwywh

Qawlfhu Lty fulh f'p wlgud
wnhpn nilbguy Ghphwy qulnibn.
bhbnbgulwl yumn pugunhl b hwi-
nhuwinp wpwpnyniphil8bpn.,
npnlg pBpwgfhl padhl Jpw) fnk
fny pwpniwd EpL bopp, nrp, finj-
Ghul wilyp Lbué phinyd bypulnynu-
Gbp, wnwelnpnllp, ywwnphwpf
jwd yuponplynu: Umpn hp pnyui-
nul [hw@fhG Sty fulh up wlqud E
dhwyb np §plwy vbully winyhuh
nbuwpwl@ Sp: b Unipp Pnpuw@hl
Ypuwy wypyhuh wbhuwpul fp Sup-
nowu Yinfh@ Sty §p fulnpuwlnih wl-
Unnwlupph ghdbpny nr gnjGhpny:
Uwlwirwln qnjlbpny: ipnyyhbwnb.
wyn whuwpwlhl nhpdug Sfupn §p
glgonrh n’s Lhw )l wyn ful L4é pp-
tny pupdpwumnhfiwl hnghinpu-
Jwllbpn. StjumbnnofEG, wy Gub
wlnlg huqwd bhbnbgwliwb hw-
gnruwnlbpnil pnpynngnel gnjibpkl
ot ghnbghynipbBtG: Vu wpnkl pGf-
Gp8 Bplingp b b Lwpn wyn wwhn' 4
bp JYvnwdt np wyppuphp wSEGEE -
nmwpbjmgnpdbw) jpruwllupswulwl
gapdhf6 pul ghup squpblump
bupwquwn japyny Jhpulblnpuwliu-
gnpGly w )l hhwmbuh gnyGbpp, npnbf
wupgniwd 88 Unipp MnpwlhG Jpwm

UbGf blihnbghl §p uppblf: Ublf
bhbnbgwhwl wpupngniphiGp §p
uppblf: bi wlynipin LUGF Lhgh bp-
pbdl yp hwpglhlf pt hGsn™ hp up-
pblf bhbnbghl hws bhbnbgulwl
wpwpnnniphilp, Ywlwiwln Unipp
Nuwnwpugp: Munwufpmblop n GpEF
vhp v fhG LEp: Un uhp bl f, npni-
hbhunbe hwiwwnwghw) 86f: Qud §p
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uhpblf, npnyyhbwb. bhbnbghl §p
plpliglGt Lbhq Lhp haqghptli n. Shp
ufpw GlpkG: Yp uppbGf, npnihbunb
kybnbghG Lbhqh hunlup §p GrwGult
buiwfwlwl no pGhbpw hé §bhwd f:
Up uppblf vwlwiwln npnfhbwnb:
yp uppblif bpgswpnidpp, &lhnbgu-
jwl bpqbgnnniphilp: DG Jupy
bp wwwnBwnp jud SEGE wibph W unn-
Bwnlbpp ni8h bhbnbghl uppbyne,
bhbnbgwljwl wpwpnynipbwl Jp
Gbplwy qulinibyny hwdwp: Gpt hGoh
bwpgnip, bu §’pubtd np Jhp bhbnh-
ghG hGSh hunfup whplih £ hp gpu-
pup ot wyppwuphwpwp Thdwufwb-
sny, gph wnlniwd wlful qghnbghl
wnop flbpny nt puwlwuwnbndufwul
upwlhullbpny, pujg wwnllt w
wilyp' hhwluyh uppmqui bpgh-
gnnnipbwdp: Jhpgnigkf bpqlgn-
nniphilip, Lhp bpgswpynidpbpnd i
2fbhn ywulwhgniphilp, wjl wwnbl
oww hp wndgnilh bhhnbghl, juwn
puwl §p ynpuliglt hp pnphnipntl ne
Jbhnip bGEG:

Uju pnpnpp qhun bl f: Duljw)l fhy
wlqud yp pnphhlf np blbnbghl 4p
uhpblf npniyhbnbe §p uppblf Guin
bhbnbgwlhwl wyl hwulnbpdwlfp,
wjl hwgniuwnlhpp, gnpu bhbnbghtl
Ghpu §p jpbl Lhp hnghinpuwlwi-
Ghpp, uwplwiwglbpl ni nuyhpBlpnp:
LGphwlpwytu §p SonGwlf hwb-
nbpdwlfhl nilbgud nbpp Jhp bhb-
nbgwuppnipbwld Ltp: Uhlisnbn hwi-
nbpéwlfl w; Lhqg blbnbghhlG wyb-
fwl §jp jwyt, npfwl bpghgnnni-
philp, npfwull wnop £ nL fupnqp:
Japgnigkf Gubr bhbnbguhwli hwi-
nbpéwlfp ne wyl wwnbl h°Gs hp
UGwmy blibnbghhlG typ: Muh Sp bph-
twhwjbgkf np hngbhinpwlwl Jp,
vbhgh 6wl juyhl, pwllnl, nwupun
hwqud, fnnluy Juywmd, Yozhynd,
Tuwwnwpwg §p Junnigullt Wnpulhi
ypuy BGkphiwhuwjbih b pujg §wp-
dt np bprml]WJb&'f wlhquwd Jp:
PGsp” yp Jbpwénilp Jbp blhnbghd,
npfwl Punpfunwlup, npful gud
Y’heblp nv §yp Shwlup bphpwyht
pupfipnil nv hnnghG, Ynpulgllbiny
bpylu jpl
Jbahniphilp:

Udwnlw jhlG vmiwf opmy, bpp SUGF
wupq puyhlyny hul fpumpEf §p
bhnubglGhlf, mhw Quunwpughs pupd-
pwunpbul hnghinpulwl op Tu-
nmwpuwg §p fwnnrgull nf qghunk
fwlh fhio hynnn dwlpwdwlp hwi-
npbpdwlfp wwl: ¥ pnild npus k

nL

wdpnng ,8nphi

vwnwewpup, jwd fponjpp, haqud k
Gapdwl ;uyplp, Jpwl jugud t
gonhl, wyw hnpnipwpp’ np hu-
Julwl jnuop Ip pnphppulywll E:
Ppwd b Juhwup, np hp Swéhk dnd-
pwlhp: Pugni fllpni 8 Jpuijy wlgn.-
gud k pmqupu[mbpﬂ: 8hwnin bwqwd‘ E
dwlip snippunp, Japuplni@: GLh-
thnpwlp, mwhiwihl wpnwpnipwp
ke pbn plsb’p: UGE w )l Ful yJup-
dprwd bf wju nbuwpwlhl np shGf
hwpnibp pt npfwl dwlp bp Yonki
wlinlf Nuuwwpughshl niubpn b
ypuwy, bpp Twunwpwuqghshf hwdlwp
pbip Japgllhy ny ophliniphil up
wul huly, puswll iyl huly jnglh-
gnighs b owjl fud:

Ruyg bhbnbghl wim b whwiwufly:
Uy dwlpwowlp hwlnbpdwlfp 8p-
untupl fpws8 £ wpnbof np §p npnip
mempwq[zz}z&' niubpndd l.[puxJ, pt
ns wyp hwlnbpdwdfhl hipufwlship
fwunpp niBh pp nipngl Grwlwln.-
phrlp: mpwfulshipp sh* gnjuglbp
bp dngnynipnhb Bworpwmlyl ne ak-
nwlwl wyhwunwlfh yupuyhwnne-
phibp: bhanbgulwé qgbunp hrpw-
fuwlship fuinphl Jpuwy qnjih, dbnw-
Jwl wywnwl £h, Guprh, updup-
bwjne nulbuwy plhjipny puwlniwé
yunnfbph, hnult bolhk hugng fu-
phpny o ayniGfibpne pnnpynnulf
Up shuy

Quy: br w'yp & np SLbq wjyu wp-
puphbl wwh op §p fupt no §p
Juyl bplGfhG, huo publf' pupd-
pupnhs wypnidBhpne:

br vwlw @ wibyhf juwy bhbnbgu-
Jwl wyn qqbuwnGhpnil no Jupwlhg
Jwqlwdlbpn G SfLp: Up GuyplGf w-
8nlg ni LBGf wlnlg ULy wwwnne-
phil §p nbulbGf: G pG;s ywwndn-
phil: Buyg hubwyltu jp nbulb®Gf
wpnbof w n yuwndniphilp:
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Prayers do not
change things;
prayers change people;
people change things.




ANEC Seminar
For Educators

Over sixty participants representing
twelve schools from seven states were in
attendance at the September 1996 Edu-
cators’ seminar held at the Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America in New York City. Also in
attendance were former and current .
ANEC and ARS members.

Held under the auspices and the ini-
tiative of the Armenian National Edu-
cation Committee (ANEC), the seminar
was devised to serve the needs of the
schools affiliated with ANEC, as well as
those schools that have a collaborative
association with the host committee.
ANEC is co-sponsored by the Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church and the
Armenian Relief Society.

Following the opening prayer by Rev.
Daron Stepanian, pastor of St. Gregory
Armenian Apostolic Church of Indian
Orchard, Massachusetts, the chairman
of ANEC, Mr. John Ouligian, warmly

Participants at ANEC’s 1996 Educator’s Seminar which took place at the
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St. Gregory of Dateyv Institute
10th Summer Studies Program

Photo left: Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian flanked by the Institute’s staff members. Photo right: Participants in the 10th annual
St. Gregory of Datev Institute Summer Religious Program. Seventy-nine students from 14 parishes attended.

Prelacy take time out for a group photograph. More than 60 educators
from seven states attended the informative seminar.

greeted the guests. He applauded the
Armenian spirit of all those born in this
country and abroad, who are and were
instrumental in perpetuating the Arme-
nian communal heritage and spirit. He
also praised all those who educate our
children in the language of our forefa-
thers with conviction. '

The ANEC Executive Director, Mrs.
Gilda B. Kupelian, began her welcoming
remarks by paying tribute to Mrs.
Hourig Papazian-Sahagian, former
ANEC director, for her pioneering work
in the field of Armenian education. She
thanked the attendants for their pres-
ence and emphasized their unique mis-
sion of instilling their students with the
love of the Armenian language and cul-
ture. Mrs. Kupelian also informed those
present of ANEC programs such as the
Students’ Festival to be held in New
Jersey in the spring of 1997, the dual
Siamanto Academy programs, the
upcoming seminars that address the
needs of our schools, as well as the
update and preparation of Armenian
language textbooks.

Two prominent members of the edu-
cational and pedagogical fields were
introduced. Dr. Meline Karakashian of

New Jersey, noted educator-psycholo-
gist, presented her views on pedagogical
and psychological approaches to educa-
tion. Dr. Karakashian has often been
invited by numerous American and
Armenian educational and media orga-
nizations to share her expertise. At the
ANEC seminar, she delivered an inter-
active presentation that dealt with the
problems enceuntered in Armenian
schools. Furthermore, she acknowl-
edged the fact that each school had its
strengths and weaknesses. She stressed
the importance of prioritizing what
needs to be taught in terms of Arme-
nian studies, and invited educators to
teach effectively in conjunction with
boosting the self-esteem of the students.

Dr. Karakashian offered practical

solutions to speciﬁc classroom situa-
tions, in light of the Armenian ethnic
background of the students, which is
often in juxtaposition with their every-
day exposure to American culture,

Mr. Hovsep Melkonian, principal of
Hamasdegh School in the Washington,
DC area, spoke about the mechanics of
a working Armenian school. Hamas-
degh School boasts an enrollment of
125 students, ten classes and a faculty
of 15 dedicated teachers. It has a well
prepared curriculum, enjoys the com-
mitment of an efficient teaching staff
and the support of an efficient PTA. Mr.
Melkonian presented specific factors
that make an Armenian one-day school
function with professionalism. Both
speakers emphasized the importance of
the computer as a necessary means for
the exchange of ideas.

A much anticipated segment during
the seminar, which was conducted in ifs
entirety in Armenian, was the an-
nouncement of the “1996 Teacher-of
the Year.” The award was bestowed
upon Mrs. Hermine Manoogian of
Detroit whose 15 years of service in the
Detroit area ARS sponsored school sys-
tem, has been exemplary. Mrs. Ma-
noogian held the dual role of teacher
and principal, traveling to different
locations on different days of the week,
to be able to reach students. Visibly sur-
prised and moved, the award recipient
thanked everyone for the honor, and
said that teachers sow the seeds of
knowledge and they will receive the
harvest. Her advice was to give without
any expectation.

Seminar participants were treated to
a sumptuous Armenian buffet. They
received educational data, informative
leaflets, instructional brochures as well
as gifts. Everyone agreed the gathering
was an efficient forum conducive to the
exchange of ideas. <

Organized by the Armenian Religious
Education Council (AREC), the St.
Gregory of Datev Institute held its 10th
annual Summer Religious Studies
Program at the St. Mary of Providence
Center in Elverson, Pennsylvania, in
July, with the participation of 79 teens
and young adults plus ten staff mem-
bers, representing 14 Prelacy parishes,
under the leadership of its director,
Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian, pastor
of St. Sarkis Church (Douglaston, New
York), and the Vicar General of the
Prelacy.

The Summer Program, geared for
youths ages 13 and older, seeks to cre-
ate a context for the youth to expand
their knowledge of the Armenian
Christian faith and to explore how it
forms their thinking and shapes their
actions in contemporary society.
Through lectures, workshops, Bible
studies, faith- and youth-related group
discussions, the week-long program
focuses on foundational elements of
Christian instruction, namely, what we
believe, what we celebrate, how we
pray, and ways in which we may imple-
ment and live out the Christian Gospel
in this world. This year the Institute had
33 students in the first year class, 8 in
the second year class, 12 in the third
year class, 5 in fourth year classes and
21 postgraduate students.

Due to requests from past partici-
pants, the usual seven-day Summer
Program was preceded by a weekend
retreat. Forty-two of the 79 participants
attended. Discussion focused on ways to
get the youth involved in the life of the
Church. The weekend seminar was led
by Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian and
Deacon Shant Kazanjian, the Executive
Director of AREC.

The community life of the Institute
consisted of morning and evening wor-
ship services, 6-7 hours of formal edu-
cational sessions, common meals, and
some type of community work, recre-
ational activities and socials. The pro-
gram began each day with Arevakal
(Sunrise) Service at 7:15 a.m., followed
by breakfast. From 8:30 a.m. to 2:30
p-m. five concurrent classes were held,
with short breaks in-between classes
and a lunch break. In all, there were
over 125 forty-five minute classes dur-
ing the week, about 25 for each of the
five levels.

The studies resumed after dinner
with a general session for all at 7 p.m.,
followed by Bible studies for four differ-
ent age groups from 8 to 9:30 p.m.
Every day the Institute ended with the
Peace Hour Service. The evening gener-
al sessions included a video presenta-
tion of the Consecration of the Holy
Muron in Antelias, a lecture by Mr.
Haroutune Misserlian on the “Simi-
larities and Differences of the Two
Armenian Republics,” a lecture by Dr.
Vahan Kouyoumdjian on “The Power of
Speech,” and a lively panel discussion
on “Dating and Mixed Marriages.” The

panelists for the latter were Rev. Fr. An-
tranig Baljian, Dr. Hovanes Hova-
nessian, Dr. Vahan Kouyoumdjian and
Dr. Arsen Mekaelian; the moderator
was Dn. Shant Kazanjian.

The afternoons (2:30-6:00 p.m.)
were set aside for recreational activities
and socials, which proved to be com-
munity-enhancing events for the
Institute. Soccer, volleyball, swimming.
and canoeing were some of the recre-
ational activities. Friday evening the
Institute held its traditional talent show
which included vocal and instrumental
selections, as well as comedy skits.

One of the highlights of the Summer
Program was the visit of Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian who made time in his
busy schedule to be with the Da-
tevatzies, a two-day visit that gave the
participants an opportunity to come to

know their spiritual father.

The Prelacy extends its warm grati-
tude and thanks to the staff members,
the guest lecturers, and the counselors
of the Institute; many thanks also to the
Pastors and Boards of Trustees of those
communities who provided $200 schol-
arship for each sponsored participant
from their communities: St. Gregory,
Indian Orchard, MA; St. Stephen’s, New
Britain, CT; Sts. Vartanantz, Ridgefield,
NJ; St. Sarkis, Douglaston, NY; St.
Gregory the Illuminator, Philadelphia,
PA; Sts. Vartanantz, Providence, RI;
Sourp Hagop, Montreal, Que.

Special thanks also to the parents
who entrusted their children to the
Institute for a week of spiritual forma-
tion; to the Pastor, Board of Trustees,
and Ladies Guild of St. Sarkis Church
for hosting the graduation luncheon; to
Mrs. Asdghig Kazanjian for providing
delicious Armenian food on the opening
night of the Institute and for hosting a
picnic on the occasion of His Emi-
nence’s visit. The Institute is also grate-
ful to the following organizations and
individuals for their generous dona-
tions: The Prelacy Ladies Guild
($3,500.00); the National Association of
Ladies’ Guilds ($1,000.00); ARS Ardemis
Chapter of Philadelphia ($250.00); Mr.
and Mrs. Garabed Garabedian, Mr. and
Mrs. Artoun Hamalian, Mr. and Mrs.
Vartan Karakelian, Mrs. Asdghig Ka-
zanjian, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Khat-
cherian, Mr. and Mrs. John Megerian,
Mrs. Valentine Pagoumian, Mrs. Isabel
Semerjian, and Mr. Manuel Shehirian. A
special expression of gratitude to
Martha Mekaelian of Illinois for secur-
ing various resources for the Institute.

The teaching staff of the Institute
consisted of Very Rev. Fr. Anoushavan
Tanielian, Very Rev. Fr. Shahé Pa-
nossian, Very Rev. Fr. Nareg Alemezian,
Rev. Fr. Dr. Mesrob Tashjian, Rev. Fr.
Antranig Baljian, Rev. Fr. Nerses Ma-
noogian, Rev. Fr. Khatchadour Bo-
ghossian, Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Dr.
Hovaness Hovanessian, and Dr. Arsen
Mekaelian. -
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Guroian, Vigen

Life’s Living

toward Dying
Michigan, 1996, 108pp.
soft cover $12.00

Dadrian, Vahakn

German Responsibility

in the Armenian Genocide
Watertown, 1996, 304pp.
soft cover $25.00

Asenbauer, E, Haig

On the Right of Self-Determination
of the Armenian People of
Nagorno-Karabakh

New York, 1996, 355pp.
soft cover $24.95

Arax, Mark

In My Father’s Name

A Family, a town, a murder
New York, 1996, 400pp.
hard cover $24.00

Kherdian, David

The Road From Home
(A true story of cotirage,
Survival, and Hope)
New York, 1995, 238pp.
soft cover $4.95

~_ David Kherdian
THE gz aAD ;
FROM gf’(el ME

Ke'vorkian, Raymond H,
Arme’nie

entre Orient et Occident
(French)

Paris, 1996, 256pp.

hard cover, $60.00

Khachaturian, Shahen
Armenian Artists

19th-20th Centuries
(Armenian, English, French)
New York, 1993, 200pp.
hard cover $70.00

Khachaturian, Shahen

Armenian Artists

Minas (Minas Avetisian 1928-1975)
Canada, 1996, 208pp.

hard cover $75.00

Uvezian, Sonia

The Cuisine of Armenia
New York, 1996, 485pp.
soft cover $14.95

Aroutunian, Diana
Aroutunian, Susanna
Dictionary
Arm.-Eng./Eng.-Arm.
New York, 1995, 382pp.
soft cover $11.95
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NAROD ARMENIAN CHILDREN’S
CULTURAL INSTITUTE

The Narod Armenian Children's Cultural Institute (NACCI) provides
educational, developmental, cultural, and entertainment projects for
young Armenian children. As part of the Ani and Narod Memorial
Fund, the NACCI works to bring joy to the life of every Armenian
child in the world, improve the educational experiences of childhood,
and help children share their Armenian cultural heritage.

This poster is the first of a series of
adventures Narod takes with her
little friends... a journey of her
imagination and hopes. Join her by
following the Alphabet Story to find
wonderful surprises. This 24"x33
inch poster costs $8.00 plus $3.00
S&H.
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This 1997 Armenian calendar is the second poster which
combines different themes from the Armenian heritage in a
30"x23 inch colorful poster. It aims to bring familiar
Armenian icons into the day-to-day lives of children,
satisfying their curiosity and sense of fun. This poster costs

$8.00 plus $3.00 S&H.

ORDER FORM

Please send me the following:

1.

2.

3.

4.
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(Use an additional sheet of paper if needed)
Shipping and handling: $4.00 for first book; $1.00 for each additional book.

$

Name

Address

State, City, Zip

Mail to: Armenian Prelacy Bookstore, 138 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016
For information: Tel. (212) 689-7810; Fax, (212) 689-7168;
E-mail: prelacy.jjj.com



