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Preparations Complete for Visit of Catholicos Aram I
His Holiness’s 40-day Pontifical Visit Will Begin in NY-NJ Metro Area

[
PN

Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I and
Catholicos Aram Will
Meet in Boston

His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew I, the 270th suc-
cessor to the Apostle Andrew and spiri-
tual leader of 300 million Orthodox
Christians, will meet with His Holiness
Aram I on Tuesday, October 28 during
the Catholicos’s visit to the Boston area.
The Ecumenical Patriarch will also be
visiting the U.S., providing this opportu-
nity for the two religious leaders to
meet.

The Patriarch of Constantinople is
called Ecumenical because he is the
leader of all—more than 17—orthodox
churches. He enjoys high prestige
throughout the world.

The Patriarch will come to St.
Stephen’s Armenian Church in Water-
town, Massachusetts, where he and
Catholicos Aram will meet and preside
over a thanksgiving prayer service.
Faithful from all of the parishes in the
New England area are expected to be
on hand to welcome Patriarch Barth-
olomew to St. Stephen’s.

His Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew
was born on February 29, 1940, and

attended primary schools in Imvros and
(Continued on page 7)

Catholicos Aram greets
Pope John Paul I
at the Vatican last
January. The two
church leaders
signed a comumon
declaration following
their official meetings
to “give thanks to
God who has allowed
themn to deepen
their spiritual
fraternity in Jesus
Christ and their
pastoral and evan-
gelical vocation in
the world. The
meeting has offered
a privileged oppor-
tunity to pray and
reflect together,
and to renew their
commitment and
common efforts
for the unity of
Christians.”

During a visit to the United States last summer Catholicos Aram met with
President Clinton at the White House. During the meeting the President noted that
special ties link America and Armenia and pledged his commitment to continue to
assist Armenia as it works to build lasting independence, peaceful relations with
its neighbors and prosperity. He also expressed his best wishes for every success
with the upcoming celebration of the 1700th anniversary of the official proclama-
tion of Christianity in Armenia. His Holiness Aram presented the President with
the Great Cross medal in recognition of Mr. Clinton’s ongoing efforts to foster peace
in the Middle East and his commitment to strenghening Armenia’s independence
and democracy.

The parishes of the Eastern
Prelacy are geared up to give His
Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great
House of Cilicia, a hearty welcome upon
his arrival in New York on October 1,
beginning a forty-day pontifical visit
which will take the Cilician Catholicos to
parishes on the U.S.’s east coast, mid-
west, and Canada.

His Holiness is arriving from Lebanon
via Geneva and London on Wednesday,
October 1, where he will be greeted by
clergymen serving the Eastern Prelacy
headed by His Eminence Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, the Prelate, representa-
tives of the three area churches, and an
honorary committee. His Holiness will
be accompanied by his Staffbearer, Very
Rev. Khoren Doghramajian.

His Holiness’s first pontifical visit to
the Eastern Prelacy will be marked with
church services, meetings, receptions,
luncheons, given in his honor by the
United Nations, various embassies, and
a host of ecumenical leaders including
Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell, General
Secretary of the National Council of
Churches; the Archbishop of New York,
John Cardinal O’Connor; the Arch-
bishop of Boston, Bernard Cardinal
Law; the Archbishop of Washington,
James Cardinal Hickey; the Apostolic
Pro-Nuncio, Archbishop Agostino
Cacciavillan; the Archbishop of Chicago,
Archbishop Francis E. George. As
Moderator of the Central Commttee of
the World Council of Churches—the
highest elected office of that body—His
Holiness is a well-known and respected
leader internationally. During his stay in
the metro area he will also visit the area
day schools, old age homes, and the
offices of the Armenian Missionary
Association.

During Catholicos Aram’s visit to
Boston, he will meet with the Ecu-
menical Patriarch Batholomeos I who

‘will come to St. Stephen’s Armenian

Church where the two church leaders
will confer and participate in a prayer
service. [See separate article on this
page—Ed.]

During the duration of the visit Divine
Liturgies will take place in New York,
Washington, Detroit, Boston, Toronto,
and Montreal, and Granite City where
the community’s new church will be
consecrated.

Hrashapar Service in NY
His Holiness’s first major event in
New York will be the Hrashapar Service
on the night of his arrival, Wednesday,
October 1, which will take place at St.
Iluminator’s Cathedral, 221 East 27th
(Continued on page 4)
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Prelacy Executive Council Maps Programs
For 1997-98 During Two-Day Seminar

The Executive Council of the Eastern
Prelacy held its annual seminar at the
Prelacy headquarters July 24-25 to review
and implement the resolutions of the
recently concluded National Repre-
sentative Assembly and to plan its one-
Yyear program.

The two-day meeting was chaired by
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate, and
attended by all ten members of the execu-
tive and religious councils, as well as the
Vicar General of Canada, the newly conse-
crated Bishop Khajag Hagopian.

The Executive Council officers and
members for the 1997-98 year are as fol-
lows: Chairman, Onnic Marashian; Vice
chairman, Hratch Zadoian; Secretary,
Harout Chitilian; Treasurer, Hagop
Kouyoumdjian; Assistant Treasurer,
Bedros Tashjian; and Dr. Jean Arakelian
and Jack Mardoian, advisers. The Reli-
gious Council elected its officers as follows:
Chairman, Very Rev. Anoushavan Tani-
elian; Secretary, Rev. Nerses Manoogian;
Advisor, Rev. Gomidas Baghsarian.

The Council heard reports from the
executive director of the Religious
Education Council (AREC) Deacon Shant
Kazanjian; the executive director of the
Armenian National Education Council
(ANEC), Mrs. Gilda Kupelian; the chair-
man of the Pontifical Visit Steering Com-
mittee, Mr. Sarkis Ohanessian, accompa-
nied by Mrs. Iris Papazian, editor of the
Prelacy’s Outreach Magazine and head of
the steering committee’s public relations
effort; and chairman of the building
committee, Mr., Vahe Amirian.,

Following is a list of the decisions and
planned activities for the forthcoming
year:

Pontifical Visit of
H.H. Catholicos Aram I

The Council noted with satisfaction the
progress of the preparations undertaken
by the National Steering Committee of the
Pontifical Visit and by local reception com-
mittees in each of our large and small
communities and the enthusiasm shown
by the faithful for Aram Vehapar’s first
pontifical visit to the Eastern United States
and Canada. The visit will last from

October 1 to November 10. Arcpbishop
Ashjian, the Prelate, and Steering Com-
mittee chairman Sarkis Ohanessian, along
with the local reception committees, are
feverishly working to assure the success of
the visit.

The Executive Council is happy to note
that World Gouncil of Churches represen-
tatives, the Roman Catholic dioceses, the
Greek Orthodox hierarchy in North
America and other inter-denominational
and ecumenical groups are also getting
ready to officially welcome Catholicos
Aram and are planning meetings and
receptions in his honor. It is also worthy of
note that a 120-member choir, led by Very
Rev. Father Meghrig Parikian, is now
rehearsing to sing the Yegmalian liturgy,
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during the annual seminar meeting which took place at the Prelacy offices in New

York on July 24 and 25.

when Aram Vehapar celebrates Mass at
the Grace Church at 10th Street and
Broadway in Lower Manhattan at 2 p.m.
on October 5.

The theme chosen by His Holiness of
“Renewing Our Commitment on the
Threshold of the 21st Century,” is seen by
the Council as particularly relevant to the
mission of this Prelacy and complements
the program of parish growth and devel-
opment adopted by the recently concluded
National Representative Assembly.

The Executive Council is confident that
despite adverse commentaries and misin-
terpretations about His Holiness’s visit, our
parishioners will enthusiastically welcome
him and take part in the religious services
that he will conduct and the public func-
tions that will be given in his honor in all
our churches. The Council is certain that
His Holiness’s visit will immensely con-
tribute to the spiritual revival of the faithful
in America and strengthen the mission of
the Armenian Church on these shores. It is
our hope that all Armenians in America,
without exception, will attend these func-
tions and hear His Holiness’s sermons and
his pontifical message, which surely will
be an appeal for love and unity via the
faith of our fathers.

Religious Education

The Council heard the report of
Armenian Religious Education Council’s
executive director Deacon Shant Ka-
zanjian, who was accompanied by AREC
chairman Gostan Charkhutian, detailing
the methods by which our parishes can
further develop their Sunday School and
Bible education programs. He stressed
that AREC will focus on these two pro-
grams as their primary areas of concern,
with particular emphasis on parishes that
do not, as yet, have a regularly functioning
Sunday School program. AREC will hold
teacher training seminars in several
parishes and provide religious education
materials to parishes that request such
aid. In parishes with already flourishing
Sunday Schools, AREC will work with the
pastor and boards of trustees to extend the
Sunday School curriculum up to the level
of Grade 11.

The AREC director also reported that
the 10-day summer session of St. Gregory
of Datev Institute, held again this year at
St. Mary of Providence Center in Elverson,
PA, had 84 registered students and 10 staff’
members. The $325 registration fee for
roomyboard/tuition covered one-third of
the expenses per student. Another one-
third was borne by the Prelacy through
special funding by parish and Prelacy
Ladies’ Guilds, and the remaining one-
third was covered by the churches that
patronized this worthy undertaking.

The Council noted with satisfaction that
the Datevatsi summer session, offering
teenagers a ten-day intensified schedule of
religious education at five different grade
levels, was again filled to capacity this year

and has become one of the most popular
and most successful youth programs of
the Prelacy. AREC has plans underway to
again host a reunion of St. Gregory of
Datev alumni in New York over the
Thanksgiving weekend later this year.

AREC is planning regional adult
Christian education seminars in Detroit,
Worcester, and Philadelphia, and a gener-
al one at the Prelacy.

Armenian Language Education

The Executive Council also reviewed
the activity of the Armenian National
Education Council, which is responsible
for coordinating and developing Arme-
nian language schools throughout the
Prelacy. ANEC is a joint venture of both
the Prelacy and the Armenian Relief
Society and is now headed by Mrs. Gilda
Kupelian, as executive director, and John
Ouligian as chairman.

Mrs. Kupelian, who was accompanied
by ARS representative Maryann Bon-
Jjouklian, informed the Executive Council
of ANEC’s plans to hold a language teach-
ers’ fraining seminar at Sts. Vartanantz

Church in Ridgefield, NJ, and will continue
its emphasis on uniform curriculum devel-
opment.

ANEC will also host a student festival
during Aram Vehapar’s visit to New Jersey
on October 4, and regional seminars in
Boston and Chicago later in the year.

ANEC’s projects for the upcoming year
also include the publication of a complete-
ly revised and updated edition of the
Armenian Historical Atlas, edited by Dr.
Michaél Papazian; the resumption of
courses at Siamanto Acaderny on Sept-
ember 13; encouraging all the parishes of
the Prelacy to host book fairs and other
educational program that benefit the
entire community.

The Religious Council, which had met
earlier in the day, presented to the Execu-
tive Council the results of its deliberations.
Among them:

* Setting minimum standards for
improving the living conditions of pastors.

* Appointment and reassignment of
priests replacing those who have ex-
pressed their intention to retire.

* Recruitment of suitable candidates
for the priesthood.

* The manner of participation by our
Prelacy in the celebrations of the 1700th
anniversary of the official adoption of
Christianity in Armenia.

The Executive Council approved the
recommendations of our Prelate and the
Religious Council for the assignment of
Very Rev. Yeghishe Manjikian to the St.
Gregory parish of Vancouver, B.C.; and
newly ordained Rev. Emmanuel Vartanian
to St. lnminator’s Cathedral of New York
City. The Council also learned that His
Holiness Catholicos Aram had made avail-
able to the Prelacy the services of Rev.
Navassart Mardoian. While also discussing
vacancies and new assignments for Sts.
Vartanantz Church in New Jersey, St.
Sarkis Church in Dearborn, Michigan, and
Sts. Vartanantz Church in Providence, the
Council deferred final action on these
parishes at this time.

The Executive Council passed a resolu-
tion asking the Religious Council to submit
by November 22, 1997, specific recom-
mendations to implement the NRA’s Reso-
lution for an active campaign to recruit
American- and Canadian-born candidates
to serve as priests in our Prelacy.

(Continued on page 7)

Armenian Cultural Month
BOOK FAIR

October 10-11-12, 1997

sponsored by the Armenian Prelacy Bookstore

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church
461 Bergen Bivd., Ridgefield, NJ

Friday, October 10
7:30 p.m.
Religious Services in Memory of the Holy Translators

8:30 p.m.
Presentation of Artsakh: A Photographic Joumey

by Hrair Hawk Khatcherian
This newly published book will be presented by Dr. Haikaz Grigorian
The author will be present to autograph copies of the book

For information contact the Prelacy Bookstore:
212-689-7810



Unipp Frwunkh nippunuqlu-
gnipbul Uty bquih poiwlwi Jp
bnuwt Gwpwp, 19 8nijhu 1997p,
npnyhbwnby, wnwghl wliqud pj-
wny vbp wwwndnipbwb vty Y-
ponhlynu Up whaGwwku Yp Swuu-

Gulgkp bu hp Gwlwquhkp nije- ».

nwinpmiphilp: bquih tp Gubo
puqiwhwqup dnynynipgh dwu-
Gulgnipbwdp, hGyyku GubL ju-
pwlhg abnGwplGbpny, npnlf b-
w6 wibjh hwpniun oo Quyl
wwpnnniphtl wnwine U. Bwunkh
nipprnugliugnipbw:

8hyblf, pk U. FPunkh quifp
4p qulnith ywundwlwl Upwnwuq
quiwnhl kg, wydudnt Powpfhny by
bpwlh vwhdwlbbpnt pwsdbpn-
4b Jpuay:

Puphqkl, dbhwthwnG no
ofwlnudpp, Mppup, 18 8nyhupb
YEuonk bwnf ybllibgul yhwlwmne
uppbgbw) hwypbGwlhglibpnil, w-
GnlGg nippunwlhg br wnopwulhg
nunlwnt hmdwp: dwdp 7:30-hG,
Julifh jppwuyywmwnh pwpaniGfGb-
pnil, hwqupuinp hwnpnhGbp,
YpwlGbpp yupwd, ghdénipbudp
npdwinpbghl hwyng Zujpuwybwnp
b wnwglnpymbgub nwlwp, fu-
GnGwlwl wnopf wpurnwuwlbinu:

Uunpywwnwulwubh Yfwupnnh-
Ynuwlwh \hnpywlinpn Zuyp Unip-
pp' Vpwl Jpn. Fothnigbul, pouf
wnwt Ywnpbny np Ybhwihwnhb
nijoinp unnuiwd b junwp wdk:

Ubhwihwn Zwjpwubwnp hp
ywinquuhl vty qgiwhwwnbg hw-
twwnwgbuwyGbpnt ppninGbpwd Gbp-
Yuyniphilp bt wlnGg ¢bpudbnwG-
noiphtlp: U. Rwnth Gwhwwnw-
Ynipbwl uppwuyphG dty hpw-
thpbg, np wnepwlinikp Yhwlfnyg
Ubp dnnnymipnh wwwdwlwb bp-
pp qopwlwj, mnwfbjwybnph hw-
twinfny bu Ynpnyny: UGvhywwyku
wnbnh niibgut wpwhwpnjp: Uab-
ih nuy, Jwlfh wwphuwybbpnil
wnul, bnpyuunwulwbh Yndhunwu
funwéwii bpqsujvnidpp hwyng
twjpwybwnhl bpgbg hngbinp bu
wqqujpl plwnpp bpgbp:

Ybhwihwn Zwpwwbwnp hp
qluhwwnwbfh bu ophlinipbwl juou-
fny nhwnby mniwn, np hwy YhwGfG
nt  ywwndniphitip pp wwnw-
wulfibpny bu junpwlwlGbpnd,
wnopfny b Ywfunnidlbpny bpgh
nt dwjGh Juibpwlwlb dwpdliu-
gnudl | bywd qupbp swpnibwul,
bu wjuon hwy dnynynipnp Yp yw-
pnibwlk bpgny wwppy bu uwnbn-
dwgnpdby: My qhobphl fwwnwp-
ibgqui huljfwl pnphppunnp w-
pupnnniphti v hwiwinwgbw-
Gbpp  Gwpwywwnpwunnibgul
Jugnpy opntwl unipp hwnnp-
nnipbw:

Gwpwp, 19 8nijhu, wnw-
tonbw( dwdp 8hl, nbnh niibgu
dudbpgniphil bt hwwwnwgbuy-
Gbpp bgnighG nwfwpl nu ypgw-
thwyp br 6hyy dwdp 10:15hG,
dbhwhwn Zwjpwwybwnp hngbinp
pupépuwunhfwul bybnbguljwui-
Gbpny, nipprnunplbpnt puqifne-
pbuwdp bu bpgywhnudph pllb-
puljgnipbudp, nugnnibgut hw-
nhuwinp, unipp bv whdwh wyw-
nwpug Ywnnighn

dbhwhwnp, hp yuwngudhl
Uty, voubny dwpnbnugbwy Gu-
wnnidny wnwfbnipbw@' hp wlap
hudwjl Pupnynipbwb phdwjbiny

U. @uwuankh nLl'ummqfimganhLG
Vwpsuquhnipbwudp U.pwud U..
bwupnnhlnuh

A view of the St. Thaddeus Monastery in Iran where pilgrims jouwrneyed for
the annual St. Tadeh Holiday in July. His Holiness Aram I attended and
presided making this the first time in history that a Catholicos has partici-
pated in this annual pilgrimage.

o

Aram I blesses the faithful at St. Thaddeus Monastery with the relic of St.
Thaddeus. .
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ph Unipp Punknup fwjumuwnwb
wohouphhG nju pbpbnu bu nju
pirwnt hpnnniphilp, plngdbg np
hwniphilp pdpnbbg pt «3nngn-
pujh Gwdpwl, fphuwnnuh Gud-
pwl, jupmpbwl Gwdpwb k, hp
hwypbGhfny, Upgwuivny br Uhhun-
fnd wypbgun wnwfbjwwnpy' wp-
buwl Jjumipbwl Gwdpwbi»: bp
wuwngudp  thwuybg  Ybpjhobiny
qupululwgph pwnbpp, nign-
twd U. Punknu UnwfbwhG, qhGf
plnpnjbiny Ybwlfh Gyfwphwn Gw-
Gwwwph, \njuh wnphip, hqop w;y-
wwpwly bt Gwhwwnwl pupp
fphuwnnup:

Twunwpwgh wiwpnhl fm-
wnwpnibgu gpophGLf, npdk buf,
Ub¥y pwthopny bu ywpwlwGGbpny
hqugn_qm_pbmd'p‘ nwfiwpkl nmipu
biw@ by U. Dnbthwlnup weny db-
hwihwn Zwjpuybwnp onhlibg pmq-
Ywhwqup hwiwwnwmgbwGbpp:

YkuophG wbnh niGbgut Gwsp-
4bpnjp, b wwwnhe Ybhwhwn Zwy-
puwbunhl, npnil pGpwugfhG Yw-
ponblnuwlut thafwGnpn, Zugp
Unippp 26nphwinpbg Ubhwihwnp
bt yfwjpnudph wlnwdbbpp, npnbf
hpblg nithunwugliugnpbudp w-
nutb] huyf innihl wp yuwndw-
Yjuwl opntw@: dbhwihwn Juypu-
ubwnp hp Yupghl junnljurybu
qiwhwunbg Zwjp UywllE no pb-
Ywhwl hphwlniphilp, wyu nile-
nuqlugniphilp (uiwuwku uqg-
Ywljbpywé b hhipplhwimé pp-
(wilniG huwdwp:

Ybhwihwn fujpuybunf m
fwfonidpp Purphq Ybpunupawl
bpbynbwl dwdp 6hG, Gwdpnu
nlpwgfhl fwlq wnbbny Spunuin
qbup babpfp, liwpuyph quanhi
Ypuwy:

Yhpwlh, 20 8nyjhuh wnwio-
wnnil, Ybhwihwn fwjpuybwngp hp
2fwonudpny Ublylbgur U. Uwnb-
thuwlinu bupwdywih qubfp, np Yp
qulnith Upwfu gqbwnh wihpG,
Lwjvhgbrmbh nhdwmg:  Ujuwnbn
unipp bt wldiwh wwunwpug
lfuunnl.ghg bi fwpnqbg Rbphn;
Rbuh wnwglinpy Unipkl wpf. Sw-
pwupnjbw: 2wkl bwnf, dbhp bu hp
fwunidpp wnhpl nilibguG uygh-
1ot Bpwfu br Spdnun gbwnbpn
Vhwgdwl Jwypp, hnG qulning
hwyng hhG gbpbqfwlwunnibGp, U.
Uuwnniwdwdhl bybnbghG, hiswku
Gubt ywundwulwl wy bljbnbgh-
Gbp nu Juyypbp:

Ukuopk bwnf, 4bhuhwn Lwy-
puwybup hp pfwonidpny Ybpw-
nupéwt Pwiphq b nip ghbphG,
onuluwiny UbyGbgu RFbhpwi:

bpynipwpph, 21 8nijhup
wnwionnil, Gpwd U. Yuwpnnh-
Ynu hwlnhynid nibbgui bpwbh
hujwdwlwb Zwlpwybwnnipbul
qbpugn)i nbjwjwp’ Uyupnjwh
PwdtGkh hbwn: Uju wiGwplipug
nt bquljh hwlnhwynud pG kp,
npnl{hbmhL Uyupnjuh Mnufk-
GhpG jugnprp br Ppwlh gbpwqnyl
nbljujwpp Giwwnning Ujupnjuh
PwdkGEhG bpphf hwlnhynud sk
niibgud wbunwlwl pblwup-
Gbpnt, hGswku Gube fphuwnnGbuy
hngbinp wbunbpnt hbwn:
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Pontifical Visit Will Begin October 1 in New York

(Continued from page 1)

Street, New York City, at 7 p.m., where
the pastor Archpriest Moushegh Der
Kalousdian and board members will
welcome His Holiness to the Cathedral
on behalf of the entire metro area. The
Hrashapar Service will be followed by a
reception where the faithful will have’
the opportunity to personally meet and
greet His Holiness.

Buses leaving from the area churches
and the Armenian Center in Woodside
are available. For information please
contact St. Nluminator Cathedral, (212)
689-5880; St. Sarkis Church, (718) 224~
22753 Sts. Vartanantz Church, (201)
943-2950.

Pontifical Divine Liturgy

The historic Grace Church at
Broadway and 10th Street in New York
City will be the site of the inspiring
Pontifical Divine Liturgy, at 2 p.m. on
Sunday, October 5. His Holiness will
celebrate the Divine Liturgy and deliver
the Sermon. Attendants are His Grace
Bishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate,
Western Prelacy, and His Grace Bishop
Khajag Hagopoian, Vicar of Canada,
Eastern Prelacy. Confessor is His Emi-
nence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian. The
Liturgy will be sung by the 125-voice
Shnorhali Choir, organized specifically
for this visit by Very Rev. Meghrig
Parikian.

Aside from the history and beauty of
this majestic building, the Grace Church
was selected because of its ties to the
early Armenian community in New
York: the first Armenian Divine Liturgy
to be celebrated in New York City took
place at Grace Church in August 1889.
The Grace Church was designed by
James Renwick, Jr., and was consecrat-
ed in 1846. Its founders were important
leaders of the time and the church itself
signified the first real growth of the
Episcopal Church in the Untied States
following the Revolution. The Church
seats 900 people and it is expected to be
filled to capacity as the faithful from the
metro area, as well as many communi-
ties to the north and south, come to hear
Aram Vehapar’s message.

Grand Banquet

The seven-day visit to the metro area
will culmipate with a Grand Banquet
which will take place Sunday evening at
the Plaza Hotel, 5th Avenue and Central
Park South at 6:30 p.m. Because of im-
ited seating at this event it is strongly
advised that reservations be made early.
Tickets are $100 per person. For infor-
mation about the banquet contact Dr.
Luisa Kubikian, (516) 248-2955.

Open Forum for
Young Adults

His Holiness’s visit to the metro area
is filled with many events. Thursday
and Friday, October 2 and 3 the
Catholicos has a packed schedule of
ecumenical visits and meetings. Friday
evening His Holiness will be the honored
guest at an Open Forum for Young
Adults which will take place at St.
Illuminator’s Cathedral at 7:30 p.m.
Young adults are encouraged to attend
and to meet the Catholicos who is
acknowledged internationally to be one
of the Church’s most knowledgeable
and articulate leaders. For information
please contact Deacon Shant Kazanjian,
(212) 689-4481.

Student Festival

On Saturday, October 4 at 3 p.m. a
Student Festival with the participation of
the area’s Saturday and Day Schools,
will permit the Catholicos the opportuni-

1

2069— Gruce Church, New York.

The Grace Church in New York City will be the magnificent setting for the
Jirst Divine Liturgy of Aram Vehapar’s Pontifical Visit to the Eastern
Prelacy, Sunday, October 5, at 2 p.m. Appropriately, the first Armenian
Divine Liturgy to be celebrated in New York took place at this church in
August 1889—108 years ago. This rendering of the Church is from a 1908
picture postcard which came to us through the eagle eyes of Dr. Luisa
Kubikian, who is a member of the National Steering Committee and also
co-chair with Dr. Aram Cazazian of the Banquet in New York.

ty of meeting young students of the area.
The Festival will take place at the
Northemn Valley Regional High School in
Demarest, New Jersey. Students have
been preparing through the summer
months in anticipation of performing for
His Holiness. For information contact
Ms. Gilda Kupelian, (212) 689-7231.

Visit to Sts. Vartanantz

Immediately after the Student
Festival, His Holiness and Entourage will
go to Sts. Vartanantz Church in
Ridgefield, New Jersey, for a Vespers
Service and public reception beginning
at 7 p.m. A local committee and the
pastor, Very Rev. Nareg Alemezian,
have prepared a program of welcome
for the Vehapar. New Jersey Armenians
are invited to attend and to have the
opportunity of meeting and speaking
with the Catholicos.

Opening of St. Illuminator’s
Day School

On Sunday momning, 11 a.m., His
Holiness will preside at the opening of
the renovated St. llluminator’s Day
School and Center in Woodside, New
York. The New York community has
worked for many years to realize this
expansion of the school and it is espe-
cially gratified that the conclusion of the
renovation coincides with His Holiness’s
visit,

St. Sarkis Church

The individual visits to each of the
area’s three churches will conclude with
Aram Vehapar’s visit to St. Sarkis
Church in Douglaston, New York, where
a Hrashapar Service will take place on
Monday, October 6, 7:30 pm, providing
the community of Queens and Long
Island the opportunity to meet the
Catholicos. Working with their pastor,
Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian, the St.
Sarkis commiittee is prepared to give His
Holiness an appropriate welcome to
their community.

His Holiness Aram I (Keshishian) was
bom in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1947, where
he studied at the Cilician See’s Seminary
and the Near East School of Theology
and the American University of Beirut.
He pursued graduate education at the
Ecumenical Insitute of Bossey, Oxford
University, and Fordham University,
from where he earned two Masters
Degrees and a Doctorate of Philosophy.

His Holiness is a prolific writer with
eleven published books in Armenian
and English and numerous articles. A
special volume of selected essays is
being published on the occasion of his
first pontifical visit to the Eastern Prelacy
and will be available during his visit.

Upon leaving the New York area His
Holiness will visit the communities in
Philadelphia, Washington, Granite City,
Chicago, Waukegan, Racine, Detroit,
Troy, North Andover, Worcester,
Whitinsville, New Britian, Indian
Orchard, Providence, Boston, and the
Canadian communities of Vancouver,
Cambridge, Toronto, Laval, and
Montreal. [See page 8 for schedule]. <

Ayoung admirer presents
flowers to His Holiness
during one of the several
pontifical visits His Holiness
has taken since his

election two pears ago.
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Catholicos Aram I Will Visit Parishes in United States and Canada
Under General Theme: “Renewing Our Commitment on the Threshold of the 21st Century

. — a - g Ty
- T ?

17th Centenary Meeting in Etchmiadzin: Front row, H.B. Archbishop
Torkom Manoogian, Patriarch of Jerusalem; H.H. Karekin I, Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians; HH. Aram I, Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia; Archbishop Karekin Kazanjian, Patriarach of
Constantinople.

His Holiness Aram I
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia

His Holiness Aram I is the spiritual leader of the Holy See of
Cilicia of the Armenian Apostolic Church. He was consecrated as the
Catholicos of Cilicia on July 1, 1995, after serving as Primate of the
Armenian Orthodox community in Lebanon for 15 years.

Catholicos Aram I was ordained a celibate priest in 1968 and
obtained the title of “Vartabed” (doctor of the Armenian church) in 1970.
He received his episcopal ordination in 1980.

Born in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1947, His Holiness Aram I studied at
the Cilician See’s Seminary in Beirut and the Near East School of Theology
(Lebanon) before attending the American University of Beirut. Catholicos
Aram pursued his graduate education at the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey
(Switzerland), Oxford University (England), and Fordham University (New
York) earning two Masters Degrees and a Doctorate of Philosophy (Ph.D).
His major areas of specialization have been philosophy, systematic theology
and Near Eastern Church history. L ——

Catholicos Aram I has authored numerous articles in English, Russian Patriarch Aleksy I presents medal to Catholicos Aram I during
French, and Armenian as well as 11 books of which seven have been writ- Moscow meeting.
ten and published in English. Some of his latest works include With the
People (in Armenian), Orthodox Perspectives on Mission (in English), The
Incarnation of the Gospel in Cultures: A Missionary Event (in English), and
Nerses the Gracious and Church Unity (in English). His Holiness has also lec-
tured on Armenian and theological subjects in the Armenian Seminary and
Haigazian University.

His Holiness Aram I is the first Orthodox and the youngest person
to be elevated to the highest elected position in the World Council of
Churches (WCC). He was elected as the Moderator of the Central and
Executive Committees of this global ecumenical body in 1991. His Holiness
is one of the founding members of the Middle East Council of Churches
that was established in 1974. In his position as the General Secretary for
Ecumenical Relations of the Cilician Catholicate, he has participated in the
Nairobi (1975), Vancouver (1983) and Canberra (1991) General Assemblies
of the World Council of Churches.

Besides his responsibilities in the WCC, Catholicos Aram has been
a member of the Oriental Orthodox-Eastern Orthodox Dialogue; a founding
member of Orthodox-Evangelical Dialogue; a member of the Standing
Committee of Pro Oriente, a Roman Catholic ecumenical foundation; and
Honorary President of World Religion’s Museum Foundation.

During the first year of his pontifical ministry as the Catholicos of
the Holy See of Cilicia, His Holiness has made pontifical visits to Lebanon,
Syria, Iran, Cyprus, Greece, and Western United States. He has met with
Patriarch Shenouda III (in Cairo), Patriarch Parthenious (in Alexandria),
Patriarch Hazim (in Damascus), Patriarch Zakka (in Damascus), Patriarch
Sfeir (in Lebanon), Patriarch Hakim (in Lebanon), Patriarch Hayek (in

Catholicos Aram greets Levon Ter-Petrosyan, President of Al ia.
Lebanon). Patriarch Aleksy (in Moscow), Archbishop Khrysostomos (in Catholicos Karekin?rin in center of photo s of Armenia

Cyprus), Archbishop Seraphim (in Athens), and Pope John Paul II (in
Vatican). He has also met with the presidents of Lebanon, Syria, Iran,
Cyprus, Greece, Armenia, and the United States.

His first visit to the Eastern United States and Canada will begin

October 1, 1997, and continue through to November 10, 1997. For Information about the Pontifical Visit
— Contact the Prelacy, 212-689-7810
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Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I and
Catholicos Aram Will

Meet in Boston
(Continued from page 1)

Constantinople. He graduated from the
Theological School of Halki at
Constantinple in 1961 and was ordained
a deacon at the cathedral of his birth-
place on August 13, 1961, by his elder,
Metropolitan Meliton and took the name
Bartholomew.

After fulfilling his military obligations
as an officer in the Turkish army,
Patriarch Bartholomew pursued post
graduate studies on a scholarship from
the Ecumenical Patriarchate at the
Institute of Eastern Studies of the Gre-
gorian University in Rome and eamned
his doctorate. He pursued further stud-
ies at the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey,
Switzerland, and the University of
Munich, specializing in ecclesiastical
law,

When he returned to Constantinople
in 1968, Patriarch Bartholomew was
appointed assistant dean of Halki
Theological School and, in 1969, was
ordained a priest at the school’s chapel
by Metropolitan Meliton. A few month’s
later, Patriarch Athenagoras elevated
him to the position of Archimandrite.

In 1972, when Dimitrios I was elect-
ed Ecumenical Patriarch, he established
his patriarchal office and named the
young Archimandrite Bartholomew as
its director. He promoted him the fol-
lowing year to Metropolitan of
Philadelphia after consecration as a
bishop. Patriarch Bartholomew re-
mained in charge of the patriarchal
office until his promotion to Metro-
politan of Chalcedon in January 1990,

In March 1974, a synodical seat was
left vacant with the death of Metro-
politan Dorotheos of Pringiponnisos,
and the Holy Synod voted Metropolitan
Bartholomew to fill that seat. Since then,
and until his election to Ecumenical
Patriarch, he continued as a member of
the Synod, contributing to its responsible
and holy work and to the many synodi-
cal committees.

Following the death of Metropolitan
Meliton, Patriarch Bartholomew was
unanimously elected to succeed as
Metropolitan of Chalcedon. He was
enthroned on January 14, 1390.

The Patriarch is a prolific writer and
in addition to Greek he speaks English,
Turkish, Italian, Latin, French and
German.

He is a founding member of the
Society of Law of the Eastern Churches
of which he served as vice chairman for
many years. From 1975 to the present,
he has been a member of the Com-
mittee of Faith and Order of the World
Council of Churches (WCC), serving as
its vice chairman for eight years.

His All Holiness has represented the
Ecumenical Patriarchate at the general
conferences of the WCC: 4th at Uppsala,
Sweden (1968); 6th at Vancouver,
Canada (1983); and the 7th in
Canberra, Australia (1991). At the latter
he was elected to the WCC Executive
and Central Committees. %

St. Gregory of Datev Institute Sponsors
11th Summer Program

i ——
B T Y ¢

Students and staff of the 11th annual St. Gregory of Datev Institute Summer Religious Studies Program.

Eighty teens and young adults plus
eleven staff members gathered far the
11th St. Gregory of Datev Institute
Summer Religious Studies Program at the
St. Mary of Providence Center in Elverson,
Pennsylvania, July 4-13, 1997, under the
leadership of the Very Rev. Fr. Anoush-
avan Tanielian, Vicar-General and
Chairman of the Religious Council of the
Prelacy and Pastor of St. Sarkis Armenian
Church in Douglaston, New York.

Organized by the Armenian Religious
Education Council (AREC), the Institute is
a faith-based youth-oriented intensive
program of studies over a four-year period
(one week each year). Upon completion,
students may refurn for postgraduate
classes. The goal of the Institute is to chal-
lenge and instruct the youth to live a
Christ-centered life—which means to par-
take of the life of the Church. A byproduct
of the gathering is to have the youth enjoy
a lively fellowship with other Armenian
Christians.

The four levels of study plus the post-
graduate classes all take place concurrent-
ly. Students from each level receive 25-30
hours of instruction. In addition to 5-6
hours of educational sessions a day, the
communal life of the Institute includes
morning and evening worship services,
common meals, recreational and social
activities. This year the Institute had 31
first-year students, 16 second-year stu-
dents, 7 third-year students, 7 graduates,
and 19 postgraduate students.

Through worship, lectures, workshops,
Bible studies, and group discussions, the
Institute’s curriculum touched on all the
essential elements of Armenian Chris-
tianity. This included what we believe,
what we celebrate, how we pray, and
ways in which we may implement and live
out the Gospel in an age of disbelief.

A weekend retreat (July 4-6) preceded
the regular week-long program, to which
over 50 of the 80 participants attended.

The instructors were: Very Rev. Fr.
Anoushavan Tanielian, Very Rev. Fr.
Shahe Panossian, Very Rev. Fr. Nareg
Alemezian, Rev. Fr. Dr. Mesrob Tashjian,
Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, Rev. Fr. Nerses
Manoogian, Rev. Fr. Khatchadour
Boghossian, Rev. Dn. Shant Kazanjian,
Rev. Dn. Antranig Azarian, Dr. Hovaness
Hovanessian, Dr. Arsen Mekaelian. Prof.
Peter Cowe, and Dr. Vahan Kouyoumd;j-
ian were guest lecturers.

The Prelacy wishes to thank the staff,
the guest lecturers, and the counselors of
the Institute for their invaluable services;
the Pastors and Boards of Trustees of the
following communities who provided a
$200 scholarship for each community-
sponsored participant: St. Gregory the
Tluminator Church (PA), Sts. Vartanantz
Church (NJ), St. Sarkis Church (NY), St.
Gregory Church (Indian Orchard, MA), St.
Stephen’s Church (CT), St. Stephen’s

Church (Watertown, MA), St. Asdvadz-
adzin Church (Whitinsville, MA), Sts.
Vartanantz Church, (RI).

Many thanks also to the parents who
entrusted their children to the Institute for
a week of spiritual formation; to the
Pastors and Boards of Trustees of St.
Gregory the Illuminator Church of
Philadelphia and Sts. Vartanantz Church
of Ridgefield, New Jersey, for their gener-
ous hospitality; to Mrs. Martha Mekaelian
of Illinois for securing numerous
resources for the Institute; to Mrs. Asdghig
Kazanjian of Philadelphia for providing,
delicious Armenian food on various occa-

sions during the Summer Program; to the
following organizations and individuals
for their donations: The Prelacy Ladies
Guild ($3,500), the National Association of
Ladies’ Guilds ($1,500), ARS Ardemis.
Chapter of Philadelphia ($500), Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Apelian, Mr. and Mrs. Aniranig
Bedrossian, Mr. and Mrs. Artoun Hamal-
ian, Mr. and Mrs. Vartan Karakelian, Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph Khatcherian, Mr. and
Mrs. Varujan Kuredjian, Mr. and Mrs.
Noubar Megerian, Dr. and Mrs. Michael
Nalbantian, Mr. Hrach Shehirian, Mrs.
Jeanette Oundjian. <

Ordination in New Jersey

Sts. Vartanantz Church in Ridgefield, New Jersey, was the site of the ordina-
tion to the priesthood of Deacon Alexander Vartanian. The Service of Calling
took place Saturday evening, July 26, with the ordination and Unction the
following day, Sunday July 27. His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
was the ordaining Bishop with V. Rev. Nareg Alemezian as the sponsor. The
celebrant of the Divine Liturgy was V. Rev. Meghrik Parikian. The new
priest, who took the name Emmanuel, will be assigned to serve St.
Illuminator’s Cathedral in New York City. A luncheon followed the Divine
Liturgy in honor of the newly ordained priest and his family.
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1700th Anniversary of the Adoption
of Christianity in Armenia

Discussing the Religious Council’s pre-
sentation of the Prelacy’s plans and expec-
tations for the upcoming 1700th Anni-
versary celebrations of the establishment
of Christianity in Armenia, the Executive
Council, considering the international and
pan-Armenian nature of this anniversary,
decided to appeal to all the dioceses in
North America (both of the Mother See
and the Cilician See) to join in commemo-
rating this anniversary together and to
spare the Armenian Church and the faith-
ful the sad spectacle of individual celebra-
tions. Per decision of the Executive Coun-
cil, our Prelate was asked to contact the
primates and prelates of Canada and the
U.S. in the hopes that all Armenian
Apostolic Church communities in North
America will be able to work together to
celebrate this anniversary.

Meanwhile, the Council also decided to
appoint a Prelacy-wide steering commit-
tee to better define the scope of activity
within our Prelacy for the 1700th anniver-
sary. Appointments to this committee will
be completed in one month or so. Within
the Prelacy, the committee will focus on
programs that will allow our communities
to better understand the sacraments and
traditions of the Armenian Church, while
also promoting clergy exchanges, pilgrim-
ages, publications, videos and other pro-
gram that will enhance the general aware-
ness of the Armenian Church amongst all
people.

Specifically, the four-year program will
include:

* Conferences in New York, Boston,
Washington, Chicago, Vancouver, Mon-
treal and Toronto on Armenian church
architecture, contemproary history,
Armenian liturgy and history of Cilician
Armenia and the Cilician See.

* Seminars of spiritual nature on the
Armenian Apostolic faith, its sacraments,
saints, and its legacy.

* Republication of the “Vehamayr”
Gospel in Yerevan.

* Sponsor the production of 20 half-
hour videos dealing with the sacraments
of the Armenian church, traditional feast
days,.and children’s presentations.

* Sponsor a performance of one of
Donizetti operas whose protagonist is the
Armenian prince Baghigdos from Malatia.

100th Anniversary of the Church in
North America

The Council also discussed the upcom-
ing 100th anniversary of the establishment
of the first Armenian Church in North
America and ways by which this milestone
can be celebrated in our communities in
1998. Our Prelate has agreed to undertake
the work required to host a conference
next year to celebrate this anniversary.

Parish Development Problems

In addition to pastoral appointments,
the Council also reviewed programs focus-
ing on the development of existing and
outreach parishes. It determined that
although the regional boards of trustees
seminars held in the last two years were
successful in discussing topics of general
concern within a region, the focus of our
activity should change this year to greater
stress the needs of individual parishes,
especially in the small and mid-size com-
munities.

The Council will exert greater effort in
working with individual parishes, focusing
on solutions that are more likely to benefit
the individual parish. It was decided to
send small teams of Council members to
visit these parishes. The following church-
es were considered for such visits: Troy,
Laval, Bethesda, Niagara Falls, North
Andover, Whitinsville, Worcester, Indian
Orchard, Fort Lauderdale, Toronto.

As for requests from various new and
as-yet unorganized communities for
Prelacy help to set-up outreach parishes,
the Council decided to respond selectively
to such requests and organize new parish-
es and 1y to meet their spiritual needs.

The Executive Council notes with regret
that despite efforts of the Prelate and the
Council to defuse a tense situation by the
existence of two church properties next to
each other, the Ocala (Florida) communi-
ty today presents a sad spectacle. The
Council was gravely concerned over
reports that Archbishop Khajag Barsam-
ian, Primate, has gone ahead and conse-
crated a Diocesan church (St. Sarkis) in
Ocala, despite an understanding that no
consecration would take place, by either
side, until the existing local intra-parish
problems were resolved. In an effort to
abate tensions, our Prelate continued to
maintain his position that he could not
consecrate an Armenian church right next
to another Armenian church, a develop-
ment that would further damage the rep-
utation and standing of the Armenian
Church in America.

Administrative Unity Talks

Despite obstacles to the administrative
unity process in the Eastern United
States—such as the Ocala affair, misstate-
ments in the majority report of the
Diocesan representatives to the Diocesan
Assembly in May, and continuing efforts to
discredit the upcoming pontifical visit of
H.H. Aram I to our Prelacy churches and
communities—the Executive Council
unanimously decided to proceed, consis-
tent with the resolution of the NRA in May,
with the appointment of an administrative
by-laws unity committee for the coming
year and to charge that committee to go
ahead in a manner consistent with NRA
resolutions on this matter.

Clergy Retreat

The annual Surpots Ghevontiants cler-
gy retreat will be celebrated in North
Andover’s St. Gregory Church on February
17, 1998. Lectures on the general theme of
pilgrimages will be given by Rev. Arch-
priest Dr. Mesrob Tashjian on “The Role
of Pilgrimages in Christianity—A Biblical
Approach”; Bishop Khajag Hagopian on
“Armenian Pilgrimage Sites”; Rev. Nerses
Manoogian on “Customs and Traditions of
Pilgrim Travels™; and “Pilgrimage Shrines
of the Christian World” by Rev.

Khachadour Boghossian.
Religious Feasts and Anniversaries

The Religious Council has proposed
that the following list of religious feasts
and anniversaries be made available to all
our parishes, inviting them to celebrate
these events:

* Assumption of the Holy Virgin, Aug. 17
*Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Sept. 7.
*The Feast of St. George, Sept. 28.
*Feast of the Holy Translators, Oct. 11.
*Feast of the Protomartyr and First

Deacon Stepanos, Dec. 28.

*Requiem service of all deceased pastors,
Feb. 15, 1998.

*Ghevontiants, Feb. 17, 1998.

*Sts. Vartanantz Day, Feb. 19, 1998.
*Poon Paregentan, Feb. 22, 1998.
*Requiem service for deceased members
of the ARS, Feb. 22, 1998.

*10th anniversary of the Karabagh
Movement, Feb. 22, 1998.

*Pilgrimage to Antelias, Lebanon

(March 24-30), and to Armenia (March
31-April 7).

*83rd Commemoration of Martyrs’ Day,
April 24, 1998.

*Green Sunday, Environment Day, April
26, 1998.

*Clergy Conference on eve of NRA, May
19, 1998.

* National Representative Assembly, May
20-22, Boston.

*80th anniversary of Independence of of
the First Republic of Armenia (May 28) to
be celebrated on May 31, 1998.

The Prelacy will also encourage and
help sponsor special ethnic days next year
in selected communities, such as Van (Jan.
24), Daron (Jan. 31), Garin (Feb. 7),
Sepasdia (Feb. 21). Those who wish to
participate in these programs are request-
ed to get in touch directly with the Prelate.

and Artsakh

The Executive Council also reviewed
the scope and level of activity of the out-
reach work which the Prelacy continues to
undertake in Armenia and Artsakh and
the work of the Prelacy office in Yerevan.
The Council has decided for the upcoming
year to continue the Prelacy assistance to
750 orphans and 50 widows and parents
of martyred freedom fighters; helping the
needy elderly in both Armenia and
Artsakh; offering merit scholarships to 12
university students; and encouraging both
our parishes and concerned Armenians
and others to continue their support of
these undertakings.

Next summer, the Prelacy will organize
a special sponsored youth program giving
the opportunity to Armenian teenagers
and young adults in the United States and
Canada to spend one to three months in
Armenia in constructive service and work-
related activities.

The Prelacy will also continue to sup-
port the United Armenia Fund and the All
Armenia Fund. It will also continue to help
publish the works of selected teachers,
writers and other intellectuals who under
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present conditions in Armenia are

deprived of the means to publish their cre-
ative works.

New Publications

Works that are set for publication next
year include the Archives of Martyred
Bishop Ardag Sumpadian (700 pages);
Archives of Catholicos Sahag II Khabayan
of the Great House of Cilicia (400 pages); a
volume by Armenag Manougian on the
martyred clergy in Armenia, who lost their
lives during the Stalinist purges in the
1930s; a history of the Village of Garpi by
Armen Assatrian; and a pictorial volume
on Western Armenia, entitled “Exiles of
the Past, Heirs to the Future.”

Raffle

The Prelacy is pleased to announce the
appointment of Mr. Bedros Tashjian, a
member of the Executive Council and of
the Sts. Vartanantz parish of New Jersey,
as the chairman of this year’s Prelacy raf-
fle. Mr. Tashjian will work with five re-
gional raffle vice-chairmen and the chair-
men of the local parish boards of trustees
to help insure the success of this direly
needed funding for the 1998 budget.

Three Things to Do With Stock:

If you own stock that has grown in value, you can:

1. Sell it, and pay the capital gains tax.

2. Keep it, and have your executor pay estate tax.

3. Transfer itto a charitable trust, and:

e save a lot of taxes.

* receive lifetime income at an attractive rate, and
* help the Armenian Church

For information write or call:
Prelacy Endowment Fund
138 E. 39th Street, New York, NY 10016
212-689-7810

Armenian Young Adults
(ages 18-35)

are invited to an
OPEN FORUM
with

HIS HOLINESS ARAM I

Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia

This is a unique opportunity to meet the Catholicos and discuss spiritual and ethical issues of our
times. As the Moderator of the Central and Executive Committee of the World Council of
Churches (WCC), His Holiness is one of the most influential religious leaders in the world today.

St. Illluminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral
221 East 27th Street, New York City

Friday, October 3, 1997, at 7:30 p.m.

Informal dinner and social to follow

Do not miss this extraordinary historic event! The Forum will be His Holiness’ only formal
meeting with the youth in this area during his first visit here as Catholicos.

For additional information call
Armenian Prelacy: 212/689-7810

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church: 201/943-2950

Nvair Kadian-Belerian: 201/343-3119
Hrair Berberian -- New York University: 718/261-6339

Joy Hovsepian -- Rutgers College: 908/878-0813

Shahe Keshishian: 201/599-9156
Hripsime Mkrtchyan -- Queens College: 718/937-1191
Vicken Yegparian -- Columbia University: 908/244-3984

HOSTED BY THE PRELACY OF THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA
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His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate, is pleased to announce

The First Pontifical Visit of His Holiness Aram I,
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia

His Holiness will arrive in New York on Wednesday, October 1
He will remain in the New York—-New Jersey Metropolitan area through to October 7

We invite the Faithful of the Armenian Church to Welcome His Holiness upon his arrival
at St. Illluminator’s Cathedral, 221 East 27th Street, New York: City, October 1, 7:00 p.m.
where a Hrashapar Service and Public Reception will take place.

Public transportation is being arranged by the three metropolitan area churches.

Buses will depart from various points at 6 p.m.

For information contact:

St. Illuminator’s Cathedral (New York, NY) — 212-689-5880
St. Sarkis Church (Douglaston, NY) — 718-224-2275
Sts. Vartanantz Church (Ridgefield, NJ) — 201-943-2950
<
PONTIFICAL DIVINE LITURGY
His Holiness will Celebrate the Divine Liturgy on
Sunday, October 5, 1997 at 2 p.m. at the
Grace Episcopal Church, Broadway and 10th Streets, New York City
In 1889 the first Armenian Liturgy celebrated in New York took place in this bistoric church
<

| GRAND BANQUET
’ Sunday, October 5, 1997, 6:30 p.m.
The Plaza, 5th Avenue and Central Park South

Limited seating — early reservations are encouraged (see separate ad for details)

Other Metro area public events include:
Friday, October 3, 7:30 pm: Open Forum with His Holiness for young adults
St. luminator’s Cathedral, New York City

Saturday, October 4, 3:00 pm: Student Festival, Northern Valley Regional High School, Demarest, NJ
Saturday, October 4, 7:00 pm: Vespers Service and Public Reception, Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridgefield, NJ

Monday, October 6, 7:00 pm: Hrashapar Service and Public Reception, St. Sarkis Church, Douglaston, NY

L His Holiness will depart from New York on October 7 and visit the following communities:

October 7-8 St. Gregory the Illuminator Church, Philadelphia, PA
October 9-10 Holy Cross Church, Bethesda, MD (Washington DC)
October 11-12 St. Gregory the Illuminator Church, Granite City, IL (Consecration)
October 14-15 All Saints Church, Glenview, IL (Chicago)
October 16 St. Paul Church, Waukegan, IL
St. Hagop Church, Racine, W1
October 17-20 St. Sarkis Church, Dearborn, MI (Detroit)

October 20 Holy Cross Church, Troy, NY
October 22 St. Gregory Church, North Andover, MA
October 23 Holy Trinity Church, Worcester, MA

St. Asdvadzadzin Church, Whitinsville, MA
October 24 St. Gregory Church, Indian Orchard, MA

St. Stephen Church, New Britain, CT
October 25 Sts. Vartanantz Church, Providence, RI
October 25-28 St. Stephen’s Church, Watertown, MA (Boston)
October 29 St. Gregory Church, Vancouver, BC (Canada)
Oct. 30-Nov. 2 St. Asdvadzadzin Church, Willowdale (Toronto, Canada)
October 31 St. Nishan Church, Cambridge, Ontario (Canada)
November 3 Ottawa
November 5 Sourp Kevork Church, Laval (Canada)

November 4-10 Sourp Hagop Cathedral, Montreal (Canada)
Watch for More Details

The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America.
Eastern United States and Canada
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