Periodical

ARCHIVE COPY Postage Rate

Y Please return. New York, NY
' 4 i

Armenian Apostolic Church of America .
138 East 39th Street, New York, New York 10016 Volume XX, Number 5, 6, & 7 — Special Issue

Aram I in Eastern United States & Canada

In each commumity he visited the Catholicos immediately performed the tradition-
al blessing of bread and salt, as this photo shows in Toronto.
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A high point of the visit was the Pontifical Divine Liturgy in the historic Grace
Church on October 5. Grace Church was the site of the first Armenian Liturgy cele-
brated in New York nearly 110 years ago.

Vehapar began his pontifical visit in the New York-New Jersey area. This photo,
taken at St-Ttuminater’s-€athedral; New York City, is his first of many Hrashapar

Services. His Holiness’s message delivered on this occasion is on page 2.

Children and young adults played an important part in the entire visit. In this 57\ -Gq’@
photo Vehapar is with scouts in Chicago.
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From the Editor-...

Most of this special issue is dedicated
to the visit of His Holiness Aram I,
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia,
to the Eastern Prelacy.

For the duration of his visit, which
began October 1 and continued
through to November 12 His Holiness
was enthusiastically greeted with extra-
ordinarily large turnouts of the Faithful.
More than anything the visit showed
how much the parishes within the
Prelacy had grown.

It is impossible to do justice to
Vehapar’s visit within these few pages,
but I hope it at least gives a hint of the
scope and flavor of the jouney.

The journey began in the New
York-New Jersey metropolitan area
and concluded in Canada. In each com-
munity he visited with the faithful of the
local parish, as well as the local schools
and old-age homes, and ecumenical
friends and political leaders. Wherever
possible forums with young adults took
place, providing His Holiness an oppor-
tunity to establish a dialogue with our
younger generations.

During the banquet in New York at
the Plaza Hotel the chairman of the
Prelacy’s Executive Council, Mr. Onnic
Marashian, asked why so many of our
people have a “stubboim attachment to
the ancient and historic See of Cilicia,”
and then went on to explain as follows:

“Tt is, I think...the intuitive sense of a
dispersed people’s loyalty to a
Catholicosate that suffered with its peo-
ple, that went into exile with its peo-
ple... And, at the beginning of this cen-
tury, the Catholicosate of Cilicia was
forced out again and went into exile to
be with its people in the killing river val-
leys of Syria and Mesopotamia. And
miracle of miracles, this homeless
Catholicosate found refuge on the hos-
pitable shores of the Mediterranean and
in the plains of Syria and it brought this
multitude of waifs, decultured, turki-
fied, almost extinct, back to life, and
gave them back their faith, their
Christianity, their language, their cul-
ture, their identity and their sense of
belonging. And so it is, Your Holiness,
that the Seet of Cilicia, long a symbol of
suffering and exile, rejection and denial,
has become a living symbol of
resilience, rebirth and resurrection.”

Photographs in this issue are by:
J.K. Hovhaness, Berge Ara Zobian, and
Bedo Der Bedrossian.

OvUTREACH
A publication of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
Eastern United States and Canada
138 E. 39th Street, New York, NY 10016
Tel: (212) 689-7810 Fax: (212) 689-7168

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate

Iris Papazian, Editor
Mardirous Minas-Haftvani, Business Manager

OUTREACH (USPS 426-490) is published monthly,
with the exception of a combined Dec.-Jan.-Feb. issue
by the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, 138 E. 39th Street, New York, NY 10016.
Unsolicited manuscripts are welcome; please include a
stamped, self-addressed envelope. Signed articles do
not necessarily reflect the policy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America. Send all comespondence
fo the above address to the aftention of the Editor.
Printed in the United States of America. Periodical rate
postage paid at New York, NY 10016. Postmaster:
Send address changes to OUTREACH, 138 E. 39th
Street, New York, NY 10016. ISSN: 10643087

Towards the 21st Century with Renewed Commitment

I give thanks to God for granting me
this opportunity to come to the United
States for my first pontifical visit to our
people on the East Coast of the United
States and Canada who are under the
spiritual care of the Catholicosate of
Cilicia. The Armenian American com-
munity is close to my heart, for I stud-
ied in New York 22 years ago and have
frequently visited the United States as
part of my ecumenical responsibilities.
1, therefore, know our community with
its suffering and hopes, with its achieve-
ments and struggles, and particularly
with its firm and exemplary attachment
to our spiritual, cultural, and national
values, traditions, and aspirations.
Therefore, with the words of the
Psalmist, “I am so joyful” for being this
time in this church, as Catholicos of
Cilicia. In other words, with you, as the
living church of God. I have come here
as a shepherd to be with my flock. I
have come here in the words of the
Gospel, “to know my flock,” to know
more about its needs and expectations.
In fact, knowledge is the source of
greater responsibility and service.

I would like to greet your Prelate,
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, in the spir-
it of love. I know him very well and
have followed his activities closely. He
has been serving you for 20 years now
with a profound sense of responsibility
and strong commitment. On this
solemn occasion I want to express my
appreciation for his devoted service to
our community. I believe that
Archbishop Ashjian will continue to
help strengthen the witness of the
Catholicosate of Cilicia and the
Armenian Church with renewed faith
and committed engagement.

1 greet all prelacy related committees
with fatherly love. The Armenian
Church is essentially a people’s church.
The people play a pivotal role in all
domains, aspects, and at all levels of
church life. The Church and the people
are one whole. Hence all members and
all organizations and structures acting
in our community are integral parts of
the life and witness of our Church.
Therefore, I want to seize this opportu-
nity to express my appreciation to all
those committees that are actively par-
ticipating for an efficient witness of the
Armenian Church.

And, I greet with fatherly love and
care all members of our community. I
pray to the almighty God to illuminate
the life of each and every Armenian, to
enrich our community with His wisdom
and to sustain it with His love.

I embark on this pontifical visit with
the theme “towards the 21st century
with renewed commitment,” a theme
which I believe should and will chal-
lenge each Armenian to give a pro-
found meaning and a clear orientation
and purpose to her and his life.

We are on the threshold of the 21st
century. We are living in a world
marked with growing crises, uncertain-
ties, and ambiguities, a world which
constantly challenges us as church and
nation to identify our own place, and to
reaffirm and articulate our own identity
in the families of churches and nations.
Who are we and what should we do
and become? Who are we and what is
our specific vocation in the United

by Catholicos Aram I

This is the full text of the first message
of His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of
Cilicia, delivered in Armenian and
English in the Cathedral of St. Gregory
the Mluminator upon his awrival in New
York, October 1, 1997. His Holiness’s
visit took him to virtually every parish
within the Eastern Prelacy in the
United States and Canada through to
November 10.

States and Canada? I would like to
remind our people of a few facts and
reaffirm a few convictions that must
constitute, in my judgment, the driving
force and motto of each Armenian.

I. We are a Christian people and
as such we should live our Christian
faith concretely in our lives.

It is meaningless to remember our
fathers, their sacred life, their heroic
struggle, their spiritual achievements,
and their martyrdom if we are not
faithful followers of their path. It is
futile to have pride in being the first
Christian nation in the world if the
Christian way of life is not an integral
part of our daily lives. In fact, Christian
faith is not just liturgy or dogma, mem-
bership in a church, or a nominal iden-
tity. Christian faith is life which must be
lived existentially. We do not become
Christians simply by attending worship;
we become Christians by participating
actively and fully in the life and mission
of our Church. Our forefathers per-
ceived and practiced their Christian
faith in this way. Christianity for us has
never been a passive existence or an
emotional state of being. It became a

committed struggle and a continuous
creation in the realms of spirit and

intellect, It becarmne a self-sacrificial wit-
ness (martyria) in life and death, for
those truths and values which constitute
the basis of the Gospel.

Under the difficult conditions of our
present life, how faithfully do we live
out our Christian faith? In the context of
American society where spiritual values
and moral principles are becoming
more and more marginal and obsolete,
to what extent are our children remain-
ing attached to the values, traditions,
and goals which have formed our
Armenian Christian identity, and have
given us a dlear orientation through the
upheavals of our history? To be obedi-
ent to our Lord Jesus Christ, to follow
the path of our Fathers who had Christ
“as the way” of their life, and translate
the Christian faith into our daily lives:
This is our first and fundamental oblig-
ation as Armenian Christian people. In
fact to be truly Armenian means to be
truly Christian. Our Christian identity
and our Armenian identity are insepa-
rably and deeply interconnected; they
condition and enrich each other.

II. Although we have become a
diaspora people, yet we have our
homeland which is everlasting.

We did not go into diaspora by our
own choice. Our enemy through the
genocide and exile uprooted us from
our centuries-old homeland. The
Armenian Diaspora, in spite of the diffi-
cult conditions, preserved and kept
intact its Armenian identity, struggled
and dreamt of a free and independent

Armenia.

Today, thanks to God, we once again
have a free and independent Armenia.
However, it is not enough to simply take
pride and joy in this fact. It is crucial
that we bring our active participation to
the sacred work of building the nation
and the state. It is true that we are citi-
zens of different countries and as such
we have a primary responsibility to ful-
fill our civil obligations in those coun-
tries. Yet, we have a homeland that
belongs to us and keeps reminding us
that we all belong to one nation. While
we are not physically living in Armenia,
Armenia must become a living reality in
our lives. We have to do our utmost to
deepen the independence of Armenia,
organize its state institutions, and
improve the economic life of our peo-
ple. We have to make a supreme effort
to strengthen the struggle of Karabagh
for self-determination.

Helping Armenia is not a humanitar-
ian task. It is a sacred vocation of each
and every Armenian since we all belong
to Armenia whether we are living there
or elsewhere. This profound sense of
belonging to Armenia must be tangibly
manifested in our own lives. We also
expect that our brothers and sisters in
Armenia to look at Armenians in the
Diaspora with the same perspective,
considering them as an inseparable
part of the one nation and the one
homeland.

III. We are one Nation and one
Church.

We have always been one nation and
one church in spite of inner tensions,
and conflicts often imposed by histori-
cal circumstances. We must never for-
get that disunity has weakened the
inner strength of our people, and has
made us vulnerable to foreign influ-
ences. More than at any other time, at
this crucial moment of our history, we
have to think and act with the vision of
unity; this vision will sustain our reflec-
tion and action, and will become the
driving force of our individual and com-
munity life.

I want to reaffirm here what I have
stated on different occasions, that the
Armenian Church is one; it has never
been two and it will never be two. The
Armenian Church has one origin, one
history, one dogma, one hierarchy, and
one mission. Any other perception or
interpretation is simply unacceptable. It
is true that due to historical circum-
stances two Catholicosates emerged in
the life of the one and the same Church,
but, our Church has never been divid-
ed. One has to make a clear distinction
between the undivided oneness of the
Armmenian Church and the jurisdictional
or hierarchical expressions of the
Church,

The Catholicosate of Etchmiadzin,
the Mother See of the Armenian
Church, and the Catholicosate of Cilicia,
living under different conditions, have
always served the same Church and the
same people as co-workers and part-
ners. It is true that sometimes non-reli-
gious factors have created misunder-
standings and tensions in their rela-
tions. But, in spite of tremendous obsta-
cles of various nature and scope, the
two Sees have always worked together,
and served our Church together,

(Continued on page 5)
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A Pontifical Message from Antelias...

Upon his return to Antelias from his

Jirst pontifical visit to the Eastern
Prelacy of the United States and
Canada, His Holiness Aram I issued
the following Pontifical Message.

T greet you with fatherly blessings and
love from the Catholicosate of the Great
House of Cilicia, Antelias, Lebanon.

This morning upon my return to
Antelias from my first pontifical visit to
our diocese of the East Coast of the
United States of America and Canada,
in the Cathedral of St. Gregory the
Illuminator, I rendered thanks and
glory to Almighty God for having grant-
ed me the excellent opportunity as pon-
tiff to be with my flock entrusted to my
spiritual care and, in the words of the
Gospel, “to know my own and my own
know me” (John 10:14),

In fact, I spent 42 days with our peo-
ple visiting almost all areas of the East
Coast of the United States and Canada. I
met our people in the churches, in the
community centers, in the schools, and
homes for the aged. I talked with the
youth and with senior citizens, intellec-
tuals and university students and people
from all walks of life. I engaged in frank
and open dialogue with all of them. I
learned about their experiences and
achievements, expectations and con-
cerns. In other words, I was exposed to
a wide spectrum of our community life
in its various aspects, dimensions and
manifestations.

And now, as I think back of the won-
derful days of my pontifical visit fill of
important events, significant achieve-
ments and enriching experiences, I
want to extend my warmest thanks and
high appreciation to our Prelate His
Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
who organized my visit meticulously,
and followed its full implementation
closely. I would like also to express my
deep appreciation to the Vicar of
Canada, His Grace Bishop Khajag
Hagopian and to the Vicar for the East
Coast, Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian,
the clergy, the Executive Council, the
Board of Trustees, the Parish Councils
and to all organizations, institutions and
the press who contributed to the visita-
tion program by preparing and partici-
pating in different activities and events.

At the completion of this long pontif-
ical pilgrimage which, I believe, brought
forth new breath of spiritual renewal
and national awakening in our com-
munity, I would like to underscore a
few basic facts and highlight some sig-
nificant aspects.

Significant Presence
of the Faithful

1 observed with great satisfaction the
great number of people who are gath-
ered around the church and the com-
munity structures. In fact, in all parish
communities that I visited, whether
large or small, I saw a considerable
number of people attending church
services, taking part in community
activities, in cultural functions and in
youth gatherings. People came to meet
their chief-shepherd with great enthusi-
asm, with a sense of renewed aware-
ness of their spiritual and national
belonging. I believe that this positivr

and spontaneous response of the peo-
ple, in spite of many practical difficul-
ties, is a concrete manifestation of their
firm attachment to their community
and to its related institutions. The sense
of being together as a community is for
me one of the most characteristic fea-
tures and promising signs that was elo-
quently expressed at every stage of my
visit.

Well Organized Structures

My pontifical visit provided me a
unique opportunity to have a compre-
hensive view of our community in all its
dimensions and domains. I came to
have a better understanding of Prelacy
and parish related bodies, the way they
function and set their priorities. I was
also largely informed about the activi-
ties of other community related organi-
zations and institutions. In all these
structures, I was very much impressed
with the sense of organization, disci-
pline, and responsibility. The life and
work of the people in these structures
are sustained by mutual accountability
and sharing, and are motivated with
creativity and commitment. This is, in
fact, a common reality that pertains to
all dioceses and communities under the
jurisdiction of the Catholicosate of
Cilicia. It acquires, however, more
importance and significance in coun-
tries such as the United States and
Canada where organized community
life is so difficult due to distances, social
make-up, work patterns, and life-styles.

my visit was the ecumenical encounters
that I had almost in all parishes I
visited. I was warmly received by
church leaders. The reciprocal visits
and working meetings deepened our
ecumenical partnership. Furthermore,
the historic meeting with the
Ecumenical Patriarch in Boston, my
visit to the headquarters of the National
Council of Churches in New York, and
the message I gave to the General
Assembly of this Council in Washington
came to emphasize the profound ecu-
menical significance of this pontifical
visit. It also came to indicate the well-
'organized and intense inter-church
relations and collaboration of the
Prelacy on national and local levels.

Active Political Involvement

I'was so glad to witness the extensive
and dynamic political contacts that the
Prelacy and our organizations have
established with political circles and
government authorities on state and
federal levels. It is important to note
that in these relations besides local and
domestic issues, questions related to
Armenia, Karabagh, and the Armenian
cause acquire an important place. In
fact, during my meetings with the state
officials, senators, congressmen, gover-
nors and mayors, I came to realize the
serious political work done by our orga-
nizations. Today, more than any time,
our communities in the United States
and Canada are actively engaged in the
local political life. The highest interests

“Our Church must become more responsive to the challenges of

the new times and needs and expectations of our people. During
my meetings with youth a number of pertinent questions were
raised that must be dealt with seriously by our church. We can
no more ignore mordal, ethical, and social issues that in one way

or another also touch our youth in the pluralist societies of

today. Our church in the United States and Canada must listen
to these questions and make them part of its pastoral service

and Christian witness.”

Vitality and Efficiency

1 was deeply moved by the vitality
and creativity of our institutions and
organizations. The Prelacy, which is the
center of our diocesan life, is not just an
office or administration: it is a shining
center of activities. It is at the Prelacy,
under the leadership of the Prelate and
the Executive Council that priorities are
established, and important initiatives
are taken, It is at the Prelacy that major
events are organized, clear directions
are given to parishes, and their activities
are scrutinized. I was impressed with
the amount of energy, enthusiasm, and
dedication that characterize the work of
our pastors, boards of trustees, the
ladies guilds, educational committees,
day and Saturday schools, associations
of senior citizens, youth organizations
and other social institutions. In fact, our
community structures are not mere
committees or offices, projects, or paper
work. They are essentially people com-
mitted through service to the ideals and
goals that mark the life and witness of
our church, and the aspirations and
struggle of our nation.

Ecumenical Relations
One of the most important aspects of

and objectives of our people and our
homeland require more active political
presence in our adoptive homelands. I,
therefore, urge our young generation to
enter the political life with the aim of
assuming greater responsibilities in the
political spheres of their societies.

These are only a few facts, rather
achievements, for which I am very
happy and proud.

During my pontifical visit I had the
opportunity to address our people fre-
quently on different occasions and con-
texts. I dealt with issues related to
Christian faith, love, unity, church,
homeland, nation, culture, Karabagh,
schools, and the Armenian cause. In
other words, the major theme of my
message was an urgent appeal to our
people to participate actively in nation
and state building process with
renewed faith and commitment.

As I send to you from Antelias my
fatherly love and my word of thanks
and appreciation, I want to seize this
moment to remind you once more
some basic concemns, expectations and
challenges.

a) We are a nation and not religion
commumities or ethnic minorities scat-
tered around the world. We are a
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nation with a homeland, history, and
culture. Our forefathers shed their
blood in order that we remain a distinct
nation with our own specific identity,
Christian traditions and spirituality, and
with our cultural and moral values. The
sense of nationhood must be constantly
deepened in your life and common
consciousness. You are an integral part
of your societies, yet at the same time
you belong to a nation. You must,
therefore, re-organize and fulfill your
individual and community life in a way
that it becomes a major asset in nation-
building process.

b) The Armenian Church plays a
pivotal role in nation-building process.
In fact, the church has never been for
us just a spiritual structure or a place of
worship, but a God-given reality that
has embraced the totality of the life of
our nation. It was not by accident that
our people have always felt themselves
more Armenian and more secure in the
Armenian Church. The Armenian
Church gave us life where death sur-
rounded us. It became a source of light
where the darkness dominated our life.
It became hope-generating reality
where hopelessness invaded our life at
the most critical moments of our histo-
ry. Today, at this decisive juncture of
our history, the Armenian Church
remains for us the fortress where our
authentic Armenian identity is forged
and kept alive and intact. Therefore,
you must consider our church as a
sacred treasure of your life.

Our church in the United States and
Canada faces two major concerns that
must be treated seriously and responsi-
bly:

First, almost in all my public inter-
ventions I touched the question of unity.
I stated clearly and emphatically that
one united jurisdiction is an imperative
and that the prevailing situation must
be normalized through a dynamic
process of collaboration, by building
mutual trust and understanding. I
believe that this process should pene-
trate and permeate the entire life of our
people in order that unity may emerge
from the actual life of the people, and
that it may reach its full realization
gradually with the active participation
of the people. Therefore, I advise you to
avoid all kinds of attitudes and activities
that may hamper this process. I appeal
to you all to initiate programs and activ-
ities that strengthen and expand mutual
collaboration within a clear vision of
unity.

Second, the renewal of the Armenian
Church remains a priority concern. Qur
Church must become more responsive
to the challenges of the new times and
needs and expectations of our people.
During my meetings with the youth a
number of pertinent questions were
raised that must be dealt with seriously
by our church. We can no more ignore
moral, ethical, and social issues that in
one way or another also touch our
youth in the pluralist societies of today.
Our church in the United States and
Canada must listen to these questions
and make them part of its pastoral
service and Christian witness.

¢) The Armenian culture too has a
major part in nation-building. It was
not a sheer coincidence that the Arme-

(continued on page 4)
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Message (continued)

nian culture was formed and developed
in the Armenian Church, and the
Christian faith was re-incarnated in the
Armenijan life through the Armenian
culture. The close identification of faith
and culture gave us the force to survive
as a distinct church and nation. In a

Diaspora situation our cultural heritage .

plays an instrumental role in maintain-
ing our identity against those trends and
tendencies that constantly jeopardize
our particularities. People and nations
cannot survive without referring to their
roots. You must, therefore, strengthen
your roots by enriching your life with
our cultural values and traditions.

d) The pursuit of our human rights
as a people is integral to the process of
nation-building. Nations live with
dreams. We too have our own unful-
filled demands and unrealized dreams
which are inseparable parts of our life
and our texture. We should never forget
the Armenian Genocide, the first geno-
cide of the 20th century. We should
never forget our one and one-half mil-
lion martyrs and their sacred legacy.
Our rights still remain violated. The
Catholicosate of Cilicia, being itself a
victim of the Genocide, has a special
responsibility in the pan-Armenian
struggle for justice. You are the children
of martyrs and you too have the sacred
obligation to take an active part in all
endeavors aiming at the restitution of
justice to our people.

e) Being a nation means having a
homeland. Our forefathers imbued the
soil of Armenia with their faith, tears
and blood. Our homeland was several
times devastated and ruined by ene-
mies. And now, thanks to God, we have
once more a free and independent
Armenia which is the home of each and
every Armenian living in this world. We
all have obligations and rights towards
our homeland. We should first of all
fulfill out obligations and then claim
our rights. Armenia is passiﬁg through
a period of transition full of uncertain-
ties and facing many challenges.
Therefore, it is vitally irnperative that
we Armenians living in the Diaspora
make helping our brothers and sisters
in Armenia our top priority.

f) We shall never forget Karabagh
where our people are struggling for
their legitimate rights for self-determi-
nation and independence. Karabagh
was ours, is ours now and will always
remain as such. People living in
Karabagh are not newcomers; they are
indigenous people, they belong to the
land and the land belongs to them. We
must continue supporting Karabagh by
all our means.

g) To achieve all these goals, we
must strengthen the unity of our people.
We have and we may have different
views. We may sometimes agree and
sometimes disagree on certain matters.
But this should never lead us to internal
controversies or polarization. The seeds
of division and estrangement must be
once and for all destroyed. We should
remember that we all have the same
roots and are different branches of the
same tree. Let us therefore, in unity
engage ourselves in the sacred task of
church, nation and state building,

This is the way that each Armenian
should follow. This is the way that you
should follow with renewed faith, hope

and courage. ’;: Z I

Historic Meeting of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
and Catholicos Aram Takes Place in Watertown

The New England community
turned out in large numbers to witness
the historic meeting of the Ecumenical
Patriarch, His All Holiness Bartho-
lomew I, Patriarch of Constantinople
and New Rome, and the Catholicos of
the Great House of Cilicia, His Holiness
Aram I, on Wednesday, October 28, at
St. Stephen’s Church in Watertown,
Massachusetts.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate
of the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church, noted that “this
unprecedented meeting was undoubt-
edly the high point of the Catholicos’s
visit to the Eastern Prelacy. It was an
event that those who attended will
remember for many years to come.”

Catholicos Aram’s pontifical visit to
the Eastern United States and Canada
coincided with the visit of His All
Holiness to the United States-—a fact
which Patriarch Bartholomew noted in
his comments, “What a happy coinci-
dence, that we are both here in the
United States at the same time.”

The Ecumenical Patriarch I, the
spiritual leader of more than 250 mil-
lion Eastern Orthodox Christians
worldwide, began his visit to the
United States on October 24 in New
York City where he was greeted by a
vast number of dignitaries and faithfiil
of the large orthodox community. On
Sunday, October 25, the Patriarch led
a service of Divine Liturgy at Madison
Square Garden with the attendance of
more than 20,000 people.

Hours before the Patriarch’s arrival
at St. Stephen’s Church police had
closed many of the streets leading‘ to
the church. Many busloads of the

faithful of the orthodox churches
arrived in hopes of catching a glimpse
of their 57-year-old Patriarch who is
counted as the 270th in line dating
back to the Apostle Andrew, brother of
St. Peter.

The two church leaders were
escorted into St. Stephen’s Church by
an impressive and colorful procession
of clergymen, choristers, acolytes,
cross and banner bearers, candle hold-
ers, censer and fan bearers, with all of

the pomp and circumstance character-
istic of orthodoxy.

A meaningful and impressive ecu-
menical thanksgiving service in
Armenian, Greek, and English took
place with biblical readings, prayers,
and hymns.

Both church leaders addressed the
faithful. Catholicos Aram I welcomed
His All Holiness Barthlomew with
warm words of greetings, expressing
the joy of the Armenian community
being given this opportunity to wel-
come His All Holiness. The Catholicos
noted how the two have become true
and good friends through the years
especially during their long association
with the World Council of Churches.
His Holiness had special words of
praise for Patriarch Bartholomew for
his valued contribution to the World
Council of Churches especially in terms
of the Orthodox participation. He also
noted the warm relationship between
the Patriarch and the Armenian
church worldwide with both the
Mother See of Etchmiadzin and the
Great House of Cilicia.

In his address Patriarch Bartholo-

Doves of peace and brotherhood are released at the conclusion of the service.

Patriarch
Bartholomew
and

Catholicos Aram
at the altar

of St. Stephen’s
Church in
Watertown
present

their

message
to the
Faithful.

mew said,

“Your Beatitude, we are no
strangers to one another. For some
time now, we have journeyed together,
sharing the common endeavor of bilat-
eral and Inter-Christian meetings.
These meetings have served to
increase interest in the Patristic legacy
of the Eastern Church, through a
steady familiarization with the depth
and wealth of the ecclesiastical, theo-
logical and spiritual experience of the
first and undivided Church of Christ.

“So often, we have seen that we
hold the greater part of the theological
tradition of our two Churches in com-
mon. That which unites us, is greater
than that which divides us. Indeed,
those things that divide us can be said
to be external historical and human
factors, which have hindered the rap-
prochement of our Churches.... We
have had many opportunities to con-
firm with Your Beatitude, that our
points of view coincide on a whole
range of subjects. Your auspicious
term of office as Chairman of the
Committee on Faith and Order of the
World Council of Churches has had
substantive implications. Therefore, we
welcomed your accession to the
famous Throne of the Catholicos of
Cilicia for the Armenians with utmost
satisfaction. Your rich experience, your
proven intellect, your deep theological
sensitivity, and your personality create
a guarantee you will carry out the
weighty responsibilities of the Primate
of this Church with all success.”

The Patriarch also had warm words
for His Holiness Karekin I, Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of Armenians
and noted, “We made a sacred journey
to Armenia only three months ago
and experienced both old and new
treasures from the wealth of the
Armenian people. We witnessed the
religious, cultural, and national monu-
ments, both great and small.”

Student Exchange Proposed
Expressing the need for better
mutual understanding, the Ecumenical
Patriarch proposed “an exchange of
students and people between the Holy
—_—



Historical Mccting (continued)

Cross Greek Orthodox School of
Theology and the Theological

Seminary of Antelias in Lebanon.” The
proposal was received with great
enthusiasm.

Joint Declaration Issued

On the occasion of this historic
meeting, the two church leaders issued
a joint declaration, giving thanks to
“Almighty God for granting us this
opportunity to meet in the context of
our visits to our respective Churches in
the United States of America, as broth-
ers in Christ, called to serve the people
of God.”

The joint statement went on to say,
“Indeed, this is not the first time that
we meet, For many years, we have
prayed together, reflected together,
and worked together in the ecumeni-
cal movement, for the common wit-
ness and the visible unity of the
Church. Now we are called by God
and our Churches to serve with greater
responsibility to our people. We believe
that the Churches must intensify their
efforts toward an even greater part-
nership. Ecumenism is no more a mat-
ter of choice. The Ecumenical move-
ment joins Churches in common
Christian witness and involves them in
a process of growing together through
mutual understanding and trust
toward the realization of Christian
unity.” [See full text of the joint decla-
ration].

The prayer service came to an end
with the benedictions by His All
Holiness Bartholomew I and His
Holiness Aram I, with the Greek hymn
of praise, “Tis Theos Megas,” and the
Lord’s Prayer.

As the procession left the church to
the strains of “Oorakh Ler Soorp
Yegeghetsee” (Rejoice, Holy Church),
the Catholicos and the Patriarch
released two white doves at the door of
the church, as a symbolic gesture of
peace and thanksgiving, -3

Archhishop Ashjian Attends
State Department Dinner

Archhishop Mesrob Ashjian had
received a host of invitations for vari-
ous events in honor of the Ecumenical
Patriarch, but was unfortunately
unable to attend all because of his
commitment to be with the Catholicos
during the duration of the pontifical
visit. His Eminence, however, did take
a one-day leave and went to
Washington, DC, in order to attend a
reception at the White House hosted by
the First Lady. Archbishop Ashjian was
warmly received by the First Lady. He
also had the opportunity to discuss
details of the joint meeting in Boston
with the Ecumenical Patriarch, which
was a few day away. That same
evening Archbishop Ashjian attended a
dinner at the State Department hosted
by the Secretary of State, Madeleine
Albright. The next morning, before
rejoining the pontifical entourage, His
Eminence attended a breakfast hosted
by Vice President Al Gore. <

“He loses all who loses the
right moment.”

—Spanish Proverb—

Joint Declaration of
His All Holiness Bartholomew I,
Archbishop of Constantinople,

New Rome and the Ecumenical Patriarch
and
His Holiness Aram I,
Catholicos of Cilicia and
Moderator of the World Council of Churches

We, Bartholmew I the Ecumenical Patriarch and
Aram I, Catholicos of Cilicia, give thanks to Almighty
God for granting us this opportunity to meet, in the
context of our pontifical visit to our respective churches
in the United States of America, as brothers in Christ
called to serve the One Church of God.

Indeed, this is not the first time that we meet. For
many years we have prayed together, reflected togeth-
er, and worked together in the World Council of
Churches and in the ecumenical movement at large for
the common witness and the visible unity of the
church. And now as we are called by God and our
churches to serve with greater responsibility to our
people, we believe that our ecumenical engagement
should be deepened and expanded further. We believe
that the churches can no more live in isolation from
each other. Ecumenism is no more a choice. The
Ecumenical movement is a movement of the Holy
Spirit that brings the churches together and involves
them in a process of growing together through mutual
understanding and trust towards the full realization of
Christian unity.

In fact, the Orthodox Churches have played an
active role in the promotion of ecumenical goals. They
have been instrumental in forming and shaping the
World Council of Churches by making it the most com-
prehensive and global manifestation of the ecumenical
movement. As we move towards the third millennium,
it is vitally important that the Orthodox Churches re-
articulate and re-strengthen their commitment to the
ecumenical movement in general and the World
Council of Churches in particular.

We also consider the on-going Oriental
Orthodox-Eastern Orthodox theological dialogue of
decisive importance for the future of Orthodoxy and
the ecumenical movement.

It is with these thoughts in mind and hope in heart
that we reaffirm our commitment to the goals and the
vision of the ecumenical movement.

Aram 1 Bartholomew I
Catholicos of Cilicia Ecumenical Patriarch
28-10-1997

Boston, USA

Video of Aram | Visit to
New York-New Jersey area
Two-Volume Set

Includes the beautiful Divine Liturgy at Grace Church
$17.00 each; $3.00 shipping and handling each
Contact the Prelacy Bookstore: 212-689-7810
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Renewed Commitment (cont. fromp 2)

Therefore, it is vital that at this decisive
juncture in our history, the two
Catholicosates, as inseparable parts of
one Church, establish a closer and
more organized collaboration. I firmly
believe that such a collaboration will
strengthen further the unity of our
Church and people.

My dear Armenian American com-
munity. I know quite well the crisis that
stirs your community life. I personally
experienced during my student years
your crisis in all its aspects, dimensions
and manifestations. It is not my inten-
tion to open the dark pages of your his-
tory and identify the reasons for this
divisive situation. I don’t want to blame
anyone. But, 1 would like to announce
here clearly and in a straightforward
way, as I did last year in Los Angeles,
that this division should not prevail. The
existence of two jurisdictions, two
diocesan structures, two primates in the
same place is unacceptable. One united
Jjurisdiction in America is an imperative,
This abnormal situation must be nor-
malized through an orderly process and
within a clear vision.

Iwould like at this point to make two
important observations which should
become the bases of our reflection and
action in this process.

First, we must all realize that the key
to normalizing this situation is in the
hands of our people. The people cannot
accept division or unity imposed from
above or from outside. The people
should determine their own future. In
the life of the church and particularly in
the life of the Armenian Church, the
will of the people is pivotal. It is the peo-
ple who got divided, and the people
who must be united. In other words,
unity should emerge from the life of the
people as a natural process and it
should be approached by them, acquir-
ing its concrete manifestation in the life
of the community.

Second, the unity is not realized
through structural reunification or
jurisictional and administrative read-
justment; it can be achieved only by
creating an atmosphere of understand-
ing and trust in the life of the people.
Administrative unity is futile when it is
not tangible in the life of the people
through mutual trust. This mutual trust
results only from full and unconditional
collaboration. I still remember the sad
picture our community life displayed
some 20 years ago. In fact, many things
have changed. We can easily identify
positive and promising signs of unity in
all aspects of the life of the commumity
today. The messages of the Catholicoi
and the joint initiatives of the two pri-
mates have certainly had their strong
impact on the creation of this encourag-
ing atmosphere. However, I do believe
that it was mainly the mutual determi-
nation to work together that brought
about these positive changes in the life
of our community. That is why the col-
laboration aiming at confidence build-
ing must be deepened and re-organized
further as the most efficient way to the
full realization of unity.

It is with these thoughts in mind and
hope in heart that I appeal to all mem-
bers of the Armenian American com-
munity, and particularly to the primates
and diocesan committees to deepen
and expand further the profound sense
of belonging to one nation and one

church. As Catholicos of Cilicia I am
(Continued on page 6)
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Here and There

His Holiness and Archbishop Ashjian examine a rare manuscript donated to the Cilician
See’s Museum by well-known benefactor and collector, Karl Sogoian.

Renewed Commitment
(Continued from page 5)

ready, in spite of my heavy schedule, to
meet all our committees, organizations
and our people without any distinction
or discrimination.

To live out our Christian faith, to
manifest concretely our belonging to
the same homeland, nation and the
Church, and to strengthen our unity,
ought to be the guiding principle of the
life and the work of each Armenian,
each community and the whole
Armenian nation.

The Armenian American communi-
ty as well, ‘must re-organize its life and
identify its priorities in the light of these
guiding principles and basic convic-
tions. It is a fact that our community in
America, in spite of difficult conditions
of its life, remained firmly attached to
the church, school and the culture, as
well as, strongly committed to the
Armenian cause. Furthermore, in spite
of the inner tensions and estrangements
from each other imposed by a particu-
lar period of its life, the Armenian
American community remained com-
mitted to the common vision of unity. It
is true that you give a clear articulation
to that vision with strong faith and firm
determination.

This is the challenge before every
Armenian and the whole Armenian
American community. You are called to
translate this challenge into conscious
awareness and responsible commit-
ment as you move towards the 21st
century. :

I want to conclude my first message
to our people in the United States and
Canada with the following prayer: May
the Triune God sustain and bless our
people, our homeland and our church
for His glory, and for His Kingdom, now
and forever, ¥

Vehapar at the
opening of the
renovated St.
Hluminator School
and Community
Center in New York.
At right is the
principal, Ara
Caprielian. At left
is Ara Arslanian,
a long-time
supporter of the
school.

Sormehow word got out that Vehapar loves
papaya and the ubiquitous papaya
appeared just about everywhere.

With Vehapar

Granite City Church is Consecrated

——
NN ¢

l AR

- - -y L

One of the highlights of Vehapar’s visit was the consecration of the new St.
Gregory the Illuminator Church in Granite City, Illinois. Sunday, October 12
was a historic date for the members of this parish and their pastor, Rev.
Vartan Kassabian. Appropriately, the new church was dedicated to the
1700th anniversary of the acceptance of Christianity as a state religion in
Armenia. His Holiness anointed the altar while Archbishop Ashjian, and
Bishops Khajag Hagopian and Moushegh Mardirossian anointed the pillars
and the baptismal font. Following the consecration Vehapar celebrated the
first Mass in the new church and delivered the sermon. After Mass, a ban-
quet took place in Vehapar’s honor attended by the Mayor; representatives
of sister churches, and of course the Faithfiil of the community.

The memorable
Divine Liturgy

at Grace Church
in New York City
and the
magnificent
choir, 140-voice
strong, organized
and directed by
Very Rev.
Meghrig Parikian.
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Here and There With Vehapar

~

Young parishioners in Washington, DC area St. Sarkis Church, Dearborn, Michigan.
entertain His Holiness.
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Meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The procession leaving the Basilica of St.

Marie du Monde in Montreal.

With the Speaker of the House in Ottawa.

Vehapar in Canada

LrUT L. 4URNLPunl T (LU THhak RILUILSUSE
PArLPTLPBLE VURLSULLEL Bh BPSULRL FAPTAS LWURULLMLIP Y

bphorywpph, 3 Lojbfphph wnmiownil, Upmd U.. Ywpnghlou Tbdh SmGh
Uhhljpny bp wwwnihpulsiphwl hbn Jhwaht dudmbbg Robfownmjh fwjpm-
fanufp Opwyw: OnwlujmGhté Sty Wbhwhwn Zmjpwobup pbpeiGorbgun
UnbGppkukli dwlmbmd QGnoilhmpbwbi 3wGdbwmpnidph, phfuljmf hyjewbor-
pbuly Gbplwjmgmghsbbpal, Rubwunwmgh fom Lhpmbwlh gbunmb Rwukd
dwykph, Rubuwnagh pophppopabh wigod Uwpqhu Buwmnnpbwbh bt fonidp Ip
wqgmihflbpo Ynnuk: Uy m bmgh mmmbpulmé ophboupblkl bnf, joouf mnbinm]
LhpwGwGh nbuwwbp nngnibbg Wbhwqmn Zwjpumbuhi quiniomp Opuiwm:
dbhwijmwn {wmjpumbnp p6f bru pp npenjG6 o pupbdwnparphGbbpp fnjwbghg
LhpwGuwéh nbuywmbpt by Gbpljmbbpe: Swjnlkf, np unhynymlwt Yugn phmb
Up pbpnufny Pwubwmoygh don Zmymunmbh gbumgubp skp hpgus Ghphm) qunlinipy
Ubhahunh plgnlbym pinG:

OquljumjuGks Whbhuthunp ouppnibgm dwpswobuwpal, oup bménhooud fp
milbgu lmpswobwhG hbwm, wuynwwuborphwt Gupewpaphf n bpbf bpbu-
thajpwmbibpnL Gbplwjnipbumb:

Uwyym dbhonhun {wjpmybnp wjghily Rubunoh Liyhwinip bunmywuap-
shG, np npny hdwuwnny GmmquhG t bphphfi: dbbmpwn dmypuybunp hp
suwwnthpulorpbwl winuiflbpnil Ghplwjopbut jupb bmbghyord fp nGbgun
pigbwlnip YunuwimphshE hbn, apdt bof Ubbwdunp bn Ywnwdwmphsp nuGbgmb
gnipp YEY dund wmbunnpmpbudp wnmGdp bminhgoud Jp

WrAU U. W0.PNLhEAT G 2U.LFhak
RULLULSUBPh LLr20.988 &. RPEFPLLPY

bplueyupph, 3 Unjbfpbph wnwiowbwb dwdp 11-h6, Rubunwjh fwjpum-
funuf Opujwh fty Upwd U.. Ytwponhlinu Ubsh SwhE Yhihyho; buGnhuyoud ¥p
aGbgur Rwlmnwyh \lmpzumlbm d. fptphmbh hbwn t[tupzmulbmulpmﬁ}x hp qpu-
ubflwalhG dky: llbhmqmum Zujpuybinhb sfwjpeidphé duu Up '.Imtllftllﬁ Lprup-
uujhG Unbphlugh Bpbubwé b Rubwawgh phth Bnwgbopy Thupny Opf . B,-
Bbwé, Pmbwunugh jpgmbh Unwyloppumlnt $njombopy Mwdwl bouy. Swlnp-
bu, RwGwwnwugh fown Lhpubwbp gbumwub Ruukd duykp, PFaulfunwgh fhwl
huy bpbuhnjmG Uwpqpu Buwwnm phwé, hGguku Gubt Rubmnwh Ybhwhwnp
LGnniGbjnipbub Swhdbwjvnilph wbnulGhp hqkl 3ojukpbwa, Suljnp Skp bwm-
swwnnipbwG, Lkph Pwpqupbwib, Sfp. dhpujp Awulwbbwb br Sfp. dwh Unwm-
fhbwG:

YupsmubwhG hbw bwlghynilp bywe bplho huligporming: Unwghb
bulqpnimbhé Gbpluw) bywb Lbhwhun Lwjpuybnh gquwnnippulppbut pnjop
wlnudGbpp. huly bphpnpy hwbqpouwGhE, Ybhmpun Lmjpuybupl hbn Ghplju)
bywl Ubupmyg b budwl Uppuqublbpp, Lhpwbwbh gbunwll nu bpbudnwb
Uwpgpu Buwwnnipbuf:

Vehapar addresses the community in Laval.

e

With His Eminence Archbishop Michael
Peers, wearing the Pectoral Cross presented
to him by Vehapar, in Toronto.

Vehapar enjoys the entertainment provided
by a a poung student in Toronto.
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Vehapar is Received & Honored

7

ol

With the General Secretary of the
United Nations, Kofi Anan.

With the Mayor of Worcester, Raymond
Mariano.

At the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of . . . . . . Being welcomed at the Catholic Near
AR e D e . A joyful moment with Cardinal Anthony Bevelacqua in Philadelphic. Fas t%telie of Center in. New York,

New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani pre- _ A visit to Armenia’s Mission to the
sents a gift to Vehapar. Y ™ 3 United Nations.

Presenting a Khatchkar to Archbishop
Francis E. George of Chicago.

Sharing a lighter moment with the
Serbian Metropolitan, Monsignior

Christopher. A prayer service at the Syrian Orthodox Chinch in Teaneck, New Jersey.
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Kaloust & Emma Sogoian Sponsor

Building of New Church

in Armenia

Archbishop Ashjian and Mr. and Mrs. Sogoian examine the architectural plans for the new
church the couple is sponsoring in the Vayk region of Armenia. There currently is no church
in this area which has a population of about 40,000. Below is a view of the western facade

of the new church which will be named St. Dertad Church.

The construction of a new church in
an area of Armenia which has no
church will be underwritten by the
well-known benefactors, Kaloust and
Emma Sogoian, of Michigan.

The announcement was made by
His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, Prelate and Executive Direc-
tor of the 17th Centenary Commem-
oration Committee. The new church
is being built in the Vayk region of
Armenia near Yeghegnatzor which is
about one hour’s drive from Yerevan.
It will probably be named St. Dertad,
in honor of the King of Armenia who
together with St. Gregory the
Tluminator proclaimed Christianity as

Armenia’s state religion.
“Vayk was a new development
during the soviet era,” said

Archbishop Ashjian, “and there was
no church built, so the area residents
do not have a house of worship. Now
thanks to the generosity of this extra-
ordinary couple the people of that
area will have their own church.”

According to the Prelate of Vayk
and Siunik, His Grace Bishop' Abra-
ham, the new church will be serving a
community of about 40,000 people.
The architecture of the new church
will be in keeping with pure
Armenian style and will have a seat-
ing capacity of 400.

The project will be under the direct
supervision of the Catholicate of
Etchmiadzin and the 1700th
Centenary Committee. The actual
construction will be closely monitored
at all stages by the committee over-
seeing the building and renovation of
churches.

The Sogoians have been generous
supporters of the Armenian Church
and through the years have made
major contributions for various pro-
jects. They were one of the major
sponsors of the new museum of the
Cilician Catholicate in Antelias,
Lebanon, which will have its formal
opening on March 30 during the 1998
pilgrimage to Antelias and Armenia.
In recent years they financed the ren-
ovation of the secondary school in
Talish in Karabagh.

They are noted collectors of
Armenian manuscripts, paintings,
and objects of art some of which they
have generously contributed to muse-
ums. Their most recent donation—a
rare and valuable 15th century manu-
script— was made to His Holiness
Aram I, Catholicos of Cilicia, during
his recent pontifical visit to the United
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States. Their philanthropy has

Book Review...

The following review of Armenian Church Patristic and Other Essays
by Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian appeared in the St. Nersess
Theological Review (1:2 1996).

Reviewed by Abraham Terian

Unlike many other collected essays,
this book maintains a thematic content
which, unfortunately, is not indicated in
the cumbersome title—or even in a
subtitle. The following would have
been a more suitable designation for its
contents: Studies in the Theology of St.
Grigor Tat‘ewac‘i and Other Essays,
since more than half of the book deals
with the thought of St. Grigor
Tat‘ewac‘i, a prolific theologian of the
fourteenth century—his understanding
of the image of God in man, his sacra-
mental doctrine, and his angelology
(pp. 19-146). Three other essays com-
plete Part I of the book, entitled
“Church Doctrine and Teaching.” They
deal with the ecclesiology of St.
Irenaeus, the ecumenical councils in the
history of the Armenian Church, and,
farther afield, a historical and theologi-
cal assessment of cremation (pp.
147-193). Part 1I of the book, entitled
“Historical Studies,” has three essays
that pertain to Hellenistic subjects: the
first two deal with the aftermath of the
conquests of Alexander the Great, first
that of the Near East in general and
then that of Armenia in particular; and
the third with the Taurobolium, the
sacramental sacrifice of a bull in certain
mystery cults of the Greco-Roman
world (pp. 197-226). This part con-
cludes with another, farther-afield
essay on the Millet systern, the Ottoman

touched upon every aspect of jurisprudential empowerment of

Armenian life. They have been gen-
erous supporters of local churches
such as St. Sarkis Church in
Dearborn; they have sponsored the
publication of many books, and
recently they were in Paris to support
Charles Aznavour’s benefit concert.

Karl Kaloust Sogoian was born on
December 18, 1924, in Detroit, Michi-
gan, son of Paravon and Haiganoush
Sogoian. His mother and father were
devoted parents to their seven chil-
dren and dedicated community mem-
bers who encouraged their children to
be active members of the Armenian
community.

Kaloust graduated from Western
High School and continued his educa-
tion at the Detroit Institute of
Technology, graduating with a B.S. in
Mechanical Engineering.

From his earliest recollection he
wanted to have his own business
because, in his words, “I never want-
ed anybody to tell me what to do.”
With perseverance and relentless
efforts in 1951 he was able to open a
modest machine shiop, which from a
humble beginning grew into a large
and successful auto parts manufac-
turing,

Karl’s love affair with machines
made him an avid motorcycle and
sports car driver, motoring through
every State in the United States.
Because of his love and respect for
machines, he produced only high
quality parts. Car manufacturers
loved his trouble-free parts which
earned him long-term contracts.

In 1955 while attending an
Armenian community dinner in the

(continued on page 11)

minorities within the Empire (pp.
227-251). In addition to generous notes
with ample references to primary
sources, each essay has its separate
bibliography.

Reviewers of this book may become
handicapped by the fact that it begins
with a laudatory Foreword by Vigen
Guroian that functions as both a pre-
view and a review of the collected
essays (pp. 9-11). Of course, this is for
the benefit of the readers. Guroian’s
praise of the author’s “intellectual
integrity” and his ecclesiastical and the-
ological commitment is well deserved.
Modest about his own contribution, the
author has the following disclaimer in
the Preface: “I don’t think I am vain
enough to believe that I am presenting
something new to the academic world,
or a definitive word on the subjects
treated; God forbid such an ambition!”
(p. 14). However, with this publication
Archbishop Ashjian makes some
important contributions to scholarship,
not only in his bringing to scholarly
attention the hitherto little-studied
works of Tat‘ewact but also in his com-
prehensive treatment of an earlier,
entangled period in the history of the
Armenian Church. So also is his treat-
ment of the mostly obscured
Hellenization of Armenia. Moreover, his
two essays at the end of the respective
parts (“Cremation: A Historical and
Theological Perspective” and “The
Millet System”) emanate from pastoral
concerns and may be viewed as excel-
lent examples of applied theology, hav-
ing to do with the life of the church in
the Armenian diaspora. Even though
the reader is reminded of the fact that
these essays collectively belong to the

time of the author’s graduate studies at
Princeton Theological Seminary, there
is a degree of scholarly quality in them
that is rarely seen even in post-doctoral
research.

The three initial studies on
Tat‘ewac‘i are particularly fascinating
for someone interested in medieval the-
ology. In the first we find a continuity of

the Hellenistic Jewish (Philonic) under-
standing of the image of God in man as
the imprint of His Logos in the human
nous and its equation with the Divine
Spirit breathed upon the earth-born
man (Gen. 1:26-27; 2:7). The early
Christological adaptation of this inter-
pretation by the Fathers is here given a
further Trinitarian interpretation
(though not necessarily original with
Tat'ewac‘i). The second study with its
focus on Baptism, Confirmation and
Communion, provides a window into
the understanding of the catechume-
nate in the fourteenth century
Armenian Church. And so also with the
third study, which provides an under-
standing of the extent of the influence
of the “Celestial Hierarchy” of (Pseudo)
Dionysius the Areopagite, which was
translated into Armenian early in the
eighth century by Step‘anos Siwnee‘
and Dawit‘ Hiwpatos, in Constan-
tinople, Tat‘ewac‘i manifests recogniz-
able milestones in the history of the
interpretation of the above mentioned
Genesis passages, the catechumenate,
and the angelic hierarchy, all of which
are discussed rather completely by the
author—especially their place within
the thought of Tat‘ewac'i.

The preceding highlights do not
reduce the significance of the other
essays, which are worth reading for
their insightful observatins. Through-
out, the author’s theological concerns
guide the treatment of his topics in an
even and quite cautious fashion, as he
moves from the medieval to the classi-
cal and also to the near-contemporary.
The book reflects not only admirable
scholarship permeated by incisive theo-
logical insights but also pastoral con-
cems laden with keen historical aware-
ness.

It is hoped that the tidings of this
book will bring in a stronger wave of
interest in the theology of the Armenian
Church, both past and present. i

Armenian Church
Patrisitc and
Other Essays

by Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
is available at the
Prelacy Bookstore

Also available is
Archbishop Ashjian’s newest book:
Remembrance and
Hope: Essays of Faith
and Life

For information contact
Prelacy Bookstore
212-689-7810




“...it is time to ask
ourselves some very
bold and honest
questions. It is time
sit down to evaluate
the state of our
young generation
and the Church.”

What “bars” the Armenian youth
today from attending church services?

Occasionally many teenagers and
young adults complain that the church
is not the place that fulfills their needs,
and sometimes that it is the last place of
priority for visitation on their agenda,
because it is “not their place,” “old fash-
ioned,” “non-communicative” for them.

Going to the Armenian Church is
never a problem for these people. We
see teenagers and young adults coming
to church, but not to attend the
Badarak or to pray. Mainly our youth
show-up for basketball, educational,
cultural gatherings and meetings. They
furnish countless “itsy-bitsy” reasons for
not “being able” or “not having the
time” nor desiring to attend the Divine
Liturgy on Sundays. These excuses
extend from well-known cliches to
down-right honest reasons. They range
from, “I do not understand the lan-
guage of the Badarak™ to “I arn not that
religious.”

Throughout most of the history of
the Armenian nation, our existence and
sequential survival have rested on three
major factors: Home, School, and
Church. These factors prevented our
assimilation and destruction despite
countless menaces, invasions, and con-
quering by foreign powers.

These pillars of our survival are sim-
ply indispensable for all times, and
without them it is hard to imagine the
survival of our people in the future as a
collective. To illustrate them, we can
imagine &' tripod of a video camera. Just
removing one leg of the tripod can
cause it to fall to the ground!

In my humble opinion, not a single
Armenian has the moral, cultural, eth-
nic, political, or legitimate right to say,
“I cannot attend church on Sundays.” If
we look at our past martyrious (but also
glorious) history, we see the effects that
our holy faith imprinted upon our con-
duct and its influence on our thought
and action. Christianity became a
defense line against the waves of assim-
ilation implemented by the Zorastrian
East, by the Imperial West, by the
Moslem South, and the Barbarian
North. The Armenian Church was the
unsinkable ship which guided our peo-
ple through tidal seas and dark nights.
It was the source of inspiration, faith,
belief, spiritual nourishment, power,
and of dedication.

It is not desirable to stay with the
“was” of the Armenian Church. With a
new enthusiastic vision it continues
today its sacred mission of leading our
spiritual life towards the 21st century.
And on the threshold of the 1700th
anniversary of Christianity in Armenia,
it is time to ask ourselves some very
bold and honest questions. It is time to

Where Are You on Sundays?

by Deacon Antranig Azarian

sit down to evaluate the state of our
young generation and the Church.

e It is estimated that only 2-3% of
Armenians attend the Divine Liturgy on
a regular basis. What do the other
97-98% of our people do on Sundays?

* The inter-marriage rate in the
United States between Armenians and
non-Armenians ranges between 50 to
60%. Do these married couples contin-
ue to come to the Armenian Church?

* The need for new parishes is grad-
ually increasing, while the numbers of
new priests is decreasing. Do we still
consider clergymanship a “job for those
who cannot afford to do anything else,”
oris it a call by God to serve the people?

 After the fall of the Soviet Union,
there is constant and great need for
spiritual nourishment in Armenia and
the Diaspora. What are we doing as
people towards achieving our goals, or
are we leaving everything on the shoul-
ders of the clergy?

“Children learn
mainly by example;
what they learn they
pass on to the next

generation.”

One of the greatest losses among our
people is the fact the the Armenian
youth are the most “no-shows” in our
churches and most married couples
come to church basically on the follow-
ing occasions: Armenian Christmas,
Palm Sunday, Easter, baptisms, wed-
dings, funerals, and requiems which
they may or may not attend.

Some youth say that one of the rea-
sons is that they do not understand
Armenian and therefore they feel out of
place in the Church. But not knowing
Armenian is just an excuse for not com-
ing to Badarak; if we consider ourselves
to be Armenian faithful, isn’t our duty
to make an effort to leamn the funda-
mental parts and prayers of the Liturgy?

Some say that the worship service is
too long and boring; others think that
going to church 2 or 3 times a year is
sufficient. These and similar arguments
indicate that the given person is greatly
misinformed about the place, reason,
and mission of the Church. We do
many things that we don’t understand,
yet we still do them. For instance, we
operate computers and drive cars, but
we do not have an idea how they oper-
ate. We might also watch operas in for-
eign languages which might last for
hours, but not understand what they
say in Italian, German or French.

We work almost eight hours a day,
five or six days a week to fulfill our
physical needs, and to pay our bills.
Does it seem “too long” to devote one
hour and forty minutes of our “pre-
cious” time for God who provides for us
at all times? If we think that “church” is
the brick-walled building only, we
might be in a great misconception.
Church consists of live composition. It is

the people who make up the live stones
of the church, and all people, whether
we consider them sinners or not, are
the true “body of Jesus Christ.”

Many young people have the “inno-
vation of praying at home. “Home
prayer” is just a pretext for laziness and
not going to worship service. Although
prayer at home is marvelous and
should be encouraged, it can in no way
substitute attending the Divine Liturgy
on Sunday. Prayer is communication
with God, but it can never be commmu-
nion with God.

It is only in the church that we get
into a holy communion with God. The
church building is designated to be the
worship house in which the live church
gathers to commune with the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus. If we have
friends in distant areas, but we commu-
nicate with them only two or three
times a year, where does that friendship
stand? Likewise, those who come to
church two or three times a years are
out of touch, and they resemble guests,
not children of God.

“The way to value the
1700th anniversary of
Christainization of
Armenia is to
increase the faith and
participation of our
younger generations
in the life of the
church.”

“Where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). We
are always vigorously enthusiastic about
those things we love. How can we stim-
ulate our youth and increase their par-
ticipation in the life of the church?

One of the greatest failures in our
communities are the parents them-
selves who do not lead their children by
being a good example. Many just drive
their children to Sunday School and
leave until it is time to pick them up.
Moreover, they live with the misconcep-
tion that if their child is baptized and
knows the Lord’s Prayer and one or two
prayers, that should make the child a
good Christian. The number of parents
who teach their children basic Christian
principles at home is at a minimum, or
nearly non-existent.

Children learn mainly by example;
what they learn they pass on to the next
generation. If parents are apathetic
toward the church, their children will
follow.

A strange trend is growing among
our people, and especially our youth:
being Armenian vs. being Christian.
They think that going to church is a sign
of weakness and it is not constructive
for the political upbringing of our
youth,

The Armenian Church remains the
center of Armenian life. Any sound-
minded Armenian cannot and should
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“It is a grave mistake
to think that the

youth can come to
church and remain
attached to it auto-

matically. No clergy-

man should take our
vouth for granted.”

not think “Armenian vs. Christian” but
“Armenian and Christian.” We cannot
separate “Armenian” from “Christian.”
We need both.

A last, but not least, obligation falls
upon our clergymen. Most of them are
not properly motivating our young peo-
ple (from whom our future clergymen
will emerge). Some of our clergymen
are content with only performing the
sacraments. It is a grave mistake to
think that the youth can come to
church and remain attached to it auto-
matically. No clergyman should take
our youth for granted.

Nothing should “bar” our youth
from being in the church. Nothing
should make them feel that they can be
more secure out of the church rather
than inside it. There isn’t one single rea-
son that anyone can miss a place that is
more holy than anything, more inspir-
ing, more divine, more Armenian, and
more at home than the Armenian
Church.

If everyone pays a little more effort, if
we all become a little bit more diligent
and work more honestly, if we
strengthen our homes, schools and
churches, the life of the community can
be more dynamic, more smooth and
eventually we can see more people and
more youth becoming eager to attend
our churches, to worship the Lord in
the spirit of truth, and to carry the torch
of our faith to the next generation. The
way to value the 1700th anniversary of
Christianization of Armenia is to
increase the faith and participation of
our younger generation in the life of the
church. Anything less than that would
be self-deception and false gratification.

K)

Sogoian
(continued from page 10)

old Hye Getroun, to quote Karl: “I was
bored and slumbering when suddenly
in the audience I noticed a pretty face.
And I let it be known I would like to
meet her.” That young lady was Ms.
Emma Tabibian from Constantinople,
who was visiting relatives in Detroit.
Karl and Emma were married the
next year and remain devoted to each
other.

“When the Sogoians were told that
this area of Armenia had no house of
worship, they did not hesitate for a
moment. Thanks to them Armenians
in the Vayk region will now have spir-
itual sustenance which they need and
fervently crave. His Holiness Catholi-
cos Karekin I is deeply grateful for this
generous act of love on the part of
two very dedicated Armenian
Americans,” said Archbishop Ashjian.



12  OUTREACH / Special Issuc

WCC Moderator Calls for Recommitment
To a Fellowship of Risks and Hopes

Catholicos Aram is Moderator of
the World Council of Churches
(WCC). Prior to coming to the
United States he was in Geneva.
Jor several weeks for meetings of
the Central and Executive
Commiittees. At the conclusion of
those meetings the WCC issued
the following release:

As the World Council of Churches
(WCC) nears the conclusion of its first
half-century of service, the moderator
of the Central Committee has called
upon member churches to “recommit
ourselves to a fellowship of risks and
hopes.”

Aram I, Catholicos of Cilicia, also
cited several concerns about the WCC,
including his belief that the organiza-
tion is in “institutional paralysis”
because it has become absorbed with
structures and programs and finds it
difficult to adjust to changing realities in
the churches and in the worldwide ecu-
menical movement.

But the moderator expressed his
belief that the Council’s planning
process, “Toward a Common Under-
standing and Vision” (CUV), will help
the churches revitalize the WCC and
clarify its role. \

“As they move towards the 21st cen-"

tury, the churches are called to redefine
the way they want to stay and grow
together, and re-commit themselves to
the common vision which sustains this
fellowship,” Aram declared. “The CUV
helps us to move to the next century
more confidently.”

The Common Understanding and
Vision process was mandated by the
WCC Central Committee in 1989 and
has focused attention on the mission
and structure of the council. The
Central Committee will process some
135 responses to CUV from member
churches and consider a final draft
report this,week during its meetings in
Geneva. -The final report will be
approved by delegates to the Eighth
Assembly of the WCC in Harare,
Zimbabwe, December 3—14, 1998,

Noting that the 156-member Central
Committee is meeting for the last time
before the Assembly, Aram offered
some personal “perspectives and con-
cerns” about the ecumenical movement
in general and the World Council of
Churches in particular.

“I am absolutely convinced after my
almost 30 years of ecumenical service
that one of the major roles of the ecu-
menical movement is to challenge the
churches to define what it means to be
a church in the world of today,” he said.

That world is far different from the
one in which the WCC was born in
1948, he noted. In the northern hemi-
sphere, “the institutionalized church is
facing a growing crisis of identity and
relevance” while in the south “the
church is booming at an unprecedented
pace.” In both hemispheres, he said,
evangelical and charismatic movements
are attracting millions.

These movements require the insti-
tutionalized church “to re-define and to
re-affirm its specific identity and voca-
tion in the power of the Holy Spirit and,

in the midst of fragmented and disori-
ented societies, to act in faithful obedi-
ence to the Gospel and to respond to the
needs of people by seeking new ways of’
being a church.”

One way the institutional church can
respond to people’s needs is to stay in
touch with the people, he said. “The
church is not a place where people go,
but a reality that should embrace the
whole life of people. This is exactly the
ecclesiology of my own [Armenian
Apostolic] church. Any ecclesiology that
does not touch the concrete and daily
life of people at the grass-roots level
loses its credibility and reliability.”

The churches must also decide how
they will continue relating with each
other through the fellowship of the
World Council of Churches, [Catholicos]
Aram suggested. “Sometimes we tend
to speak about the WCC as if it is a
reality outside the life of the churches,”
he said. “Yet what is happening in the
WCC is, directly or indirectly, the pro-
Jjection of the internal life of the church-
es. In fact, the WCC is the churches to-
gether in Council. As such the Council
does not take any decisions nor does it
advocate issues apart from the
churches.”

As the CUV process continues, Aram
said, the churches must work to free
the WCC from “prevailing dichotomies:
unity and mission, ecclesiology and
ethics, local and global, etc.,” which
have resulted in a “continuing tension”
between the theological and social-
action thrusts of the Council.

The moderator also warned that the
Council “is increasingly threatened by
institutional paralysis...Over-institution-
alization has made the Council lose
much of its creative dynamism and

vision. Meetings, paper work, comput-
ers and travel have heavily dominated
the life of this house.”

Aram also suggested that the WCC is
still heavily influenced by European and
North American and Protestant sensi-
bilities, despite the fact that Orthodox
churches have been WCC members for
nearly 50 years and most member
churches are in the southern hemi-
sphere. Orthodox churches, in particu-
lar, are “less and less enthusiastic”
about the Council because their tradi-
tions have not been fully integrated into
Council life. “These churches are
reminding us, out of their painful expe-
rience, that ecumenism and proselytism
cannot co-exist,” he declared.

He called upon member churches to
have the “humility to recognize our lim-
itations and shortcomings.” The ecu-
menical movement “also taught us how
to tolerate our divergences and even live
with tensions,” he pointed out.

“Ecumenism is the courage to be
together and to grow together,” he said.
“QOur obedience to the command of the
Lord and our faithfulness to our mis-
sionary vocation have given us the

courage to come together in the power
of the Holy Spirit.”

He expressed optimism for the
future. “Some of us think that the ecu-
menical movement is in winter,” he
acknowledged. “As we move towards
the end of the century, the coming
Assembly, the 50th anniversary of the
WCC and the Millennium will become
important steps on the way towards
ecumenical spring. Let us always
remember that the ecumenical pilgrim-
age is a costly one. We should have the
courage to pay the price if we are com-
mitted to one faith, one eucharistic fel-
lowship and a common witness to the
world.” +

The World Council of Churches is a fel-
lowship of churches, now 330, in more
than 100 countries in all continents
Srom virtually all Christian traditions.
The Roman Catholic Church is not a
member church but works cooperative-
ly with the WCC. The highest governing
body is the Assembly, which meets
approximately every seven years. The
WCC was formally inaugurated in
1948 in Amsterdam, Netherlands.

A Mini Lesson

Luke, the third synoptic Gospel and the forty-second book of the Bible, was
probably written between A.D. 80 and 90. Luke is also the author of Acts,
which was prepared as a sequel to his Gospel. Like the other authors of the
synoptic Gospels, Luke portrays God as a sovereign power of absolute good-
ness and the Divine Father of all; he portrays Jesus Christ as Son of God and
Son of Man; and he looks for Christ’s second coming to earth. He emphasizes
the universal character of the kingdom of God, and with broad human sym-
pathies, he describes the blessings of this Kingdom as close to the poor and
humble. His style of writing Greek is regarded as of higher quality than that
of the other Gospel authors; and the beauty, grace, and tenderness of his
book have made it one of the most beloved in the Bible. <

Aram I Addresses National Council of Churches

[ COUNCIL
THE
" OF CHRIST
e USA

Rev. Dr. Joan Campbell, General Secretary of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., introduces
His Holiness Aram I to the General Assembly which took place in Washington, D.C. Rev. Dr. Campbell introduced
him as “an international figure, having played an integral role in the international and inter-faith movements.”




