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Bishop Oshagan Choloyan Arrives in New York
And Begins His Service to the Eastern Prelacy
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Photo by JK. Hovhaness

Bishop Oshagan Choloyan, the newly elected Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy, arrived in New York on June
J to a warm welcome by the community. In photograph above His Grace blesses the bread and salt at
the entrance of the St. luminator’s Cathedral presented by Rev. Emmanuel Vartanian, Pastor of the
Cathedral. Bishop Choloyan is flanked by Bishop Khajag Hagopian, left, Vicar of Canada, and Very Rev.
Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar of the Prelacy. His Grace’s inaugural message is presented in full in both
English and Armenian in this issue. The following evening; June 10, a welcoming reception took place at
the Prelacy attended by community leaders and a large number of ecumenical guests. See pages 2, 3,
and 4 for more details and photographs about Bishop Choloyan’s arrival.

Inaugural Message

of
His Grace Bishop Oshagan Choloyan

Blessed by the Glory of God, who has
found us worthy of seeing you today in
this happy, healthy, and vital condition,
so that we may work together toward
the advancement and improvement of
the spiritual and national life of His
people, as well as toward the realization
of our ideals.

At this initial moment upon assum-
ing my duties as Prelate, I feel a heart-
felt obligation to express my gratitude
and thanks to His Holiness Aram I,
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia,
whose fatherly guidance, care, and
encouragement extends to all of us,
both spiritual and lay people, who are
tied to the holy mission of strengthening
and illuminating our church.

I direct my second word of thanks to
the people of the Eastern United States
and Canada, to the delegates—both
clerical and lay—of the National
Representative Assembly. By earning
their trust I have the opportunity today
to serve you, thus attempting to crown
with success that mission to which we
are tied from this moment forward.

Dear faithful and loyal Armenians,
With your confidence I have been
elected Prelate of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of the Eastern United
States and Canada. My term of duty

Continued on page 2

A panoramic view of the National Representative Assembly in Watertown, Massachusetts.
Coverage of the NRA begins on page five.
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Atchahampoyr at St. Hluminator’s Cathedral Hall following Hrashapar Services.
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Inaugural Message.. continued from page 1

happens to coincide, to overlap with the
end of the second millennium and the
beginning of the third millennium.
These years, which hold special mean-
ing and incentive for the Christian
Church, should not become occasions
for superficial celebration; rather they
inescapably and unconditionally must
become an occasion for bringing to life
the Word of God, our Christian faith,
during the coming days.

The first year of the third millennium
also will mark the 1700th anniversary
of the official establishment of
Armenian Christianity; that is, the
anniversary of the establishment of
Christianity as a state religion in
Armenia. Here we have two dates,
which more than ordinary anniver-
saries must become challenges for
effort, toil, dedication, and sacrifice.

U.GnpwGhy voup

dwnp t gnimpmG Guwmdng, np vhq wpdwlGp ppun np dkq
wnbulhlp wnnne, YEGumbwy & npwju, b Jhwuliwpwp wluwwnnhip hp
dnqpmympnhG fingiinp G wqqupi YEwGph pwpopmptwlb tr jwunwe-
nhdmpbwi, hGywku Gubtt ¥&p Guyuwunwybipnt hpugnpddwl Awdwp:

UnweGnpnulwG dhp wwowolh wwmwGdimdp wnwohl wiu
wwhnG, upwh wwpnp Yp qqui Gpwwmwghwwlwl bGi 2Gnp-
fwjwiwywli joupu ninnt] ULsh SwlG Upihyphny dEfRwhwn
QwipwwtinhG® UnppG Umpp OdnyepnG S.S. Upwy U. QuwpnnhynupG,
npmG Awpuwwl inqudmpbwb, jJuGwdph bt gmpgnipuwbph wnwplwG
LGp pninpu’ finglionpuwywGGtpu pt wouwpAwyubtpu, npnGp dmwd LG
dwj Guytntginy fiqopwgdwli tr wwidwnwgdwli uppwqub
wnwpbimpbwi:

CunpAwwmpbwi Gpypnpn loupu Y'ninnbtd U.dkppywyh
UptitijbwG GufiwGqGlipnt it Swhwwunh dnpnympnhi, Gphiuthnjuwlwi
dnnnyh wwwguwdwinpGpnG, Angtwnpuwlwl bt woluwpAwywG, npnig
Juumwhinipbwli wpdwGwlwiny wiuop hGdph wnhpp wpniigut
Swnughim dhqh swGwiny jwenmmpebwdp wuwlh], wiG wnwphin-
ebGp, npniG Yp 1d3mhlp wiv wwhtl ulubiuy:

Upplh’ Awunnwgbw] v Auwwwnwinp Awgnpnhp,

Qup Yuunwfimpbwdp pGupmwd ¥ Unwelnpn Udhppyugh
UplibjiwG VwhwlqGipm bt GwlGuwnwih @GdhG: UnweGnpnnipliwGu
2newlp wyiGwtu v¥p Yp gmqunhwh, np Y'pGngpyk Gpypnpny fiw-
qupwutwlyp Jwpewlp v whGg nkwyp Gppnpn Awqupuitwly:
LphunnGtuljwG Byintginy Awdwp pwgunply pduwnn nGkgnng G jupwG
fiwGnhuwgny wiu wwphGhpp wkwp st priwl diwlwGopkh
wolwudpmpmGGtp Ywwmwpbint wwpplbp, w)] wGfipwdtznwpwp W
wlwyuwwl wnhp wtwp t AwlinpuwlwG Rppunnup Dabvwpubp G
dbip Glinkginy monunpwn Awlwwpp YhwGph e wwypmdh yhpudbkim
Jtp quihp opipmb dUte:

Gppnpn Awqupuwdtwyh wnwehG wwphl Yp Awlnhuwlw) Gubta
2wy Bybtntginy wwowolwywh ApdGwnpmptwG 1700wdtwyp np
pphunnGEmpbiwli dwiwuwnwbh Jk whwnwlwh Ypolp fAnywyvwh
inphijtw GG E: UfAwiwuhy Gpym pmwjywlGhp, npnGp unujwuywub
pmwlub ppugk wabklh wwnp £ nunbwG dhah, woluunmulph, wplni-
uh, Gmhpmup W gninn@mphwG JwmnwfipunktpGtip:

Uiau tpym UGd dwdwlwlwgpulywG AwGopmuwbibpp ppwupdk
whowwm pmwlwbitp shG hphGg pnwlnuwympbwdp: GpynipG wy Yp
plupG Jtp Aunwwnph wnppiptG G GEplywipu Jdiqh wnpe Yp wpmp
funpfipnwstiim uwyn pnwlwGaEpmG YwupG Gt npnanudGlip Yugughtipm
winbg Gluandwup:

Gpt wwh Jdp yEpwwbulbGp Gpym Awqup wwpmwl pphuwnni-
EnphwG dwdwlbwlwrposwbp, inG whwh wbuGhGe JESwqgnpdni-
phGGipm Yud vmp dwiwluwlGipm wwuwndmphiGp: LphunnGtmphtp
hGpGhG st wlnGg wwwGwnp: Twupnympehii £t np YpoGpht pGluymuhG
uke Ypgwd E quyl wwht) dwpnng upinhl downpy i vk Gr Ywd
pniwnuwwwd t Ypolhipp hbp vmwnwgh opkGpltpny vwpnng lun&hb Jpuj:
Gpp pphuwnnGEmppiip dwnwiwd £ dwppympbwG® (muunpnudh @
twnwquipnwih nwphp phpwd £ Jwupnympbwb, huy Gpp nqud k
whpl] Jwpnng un6pG' nwpdwd £ juwwwph qup, np yuwwn fwf-
nhuwgwd £ GyknkghkG Ainwgndh Gt mdwgnuuh:

Ufiw fwuwd tbfip prnuwlwbGh Jp ubdhG, Gpp wuwwndniphiGp
nwnpdbhw] whwh jhwwnwlyk vtq dtp qnpdény, vunwdminy L
ppwgnpdmuGlipny: Ukp fwuwnmwn AwdngmiG m Aunwwnpl t, np wyhnh
JuwphGubp wpdtglhy vbp Ybwlpp dhp Bytntginy ke vhp Swnwym-
phwdp: Swpptip whuwlbnGlp, wnweswpybbp Ywd wnwebwuftipeni-
phGGEP YpGw G wwpwljwupdhp nupdlh) viq, uwlunl vap monmphGp
bl vhip wouwinwlph nwawnp wnwl wikwp £ oprwy pnpnphu: UokGEG
Fwhwlp wyl b, np dlip ndbpp wtwp b unwglhlp qnpdhG puy,
wnw(g dwdwblwlh B &hah Yujunwh: Un wy dbp mntighdp Y'mqhlp
unwtiglt] Gpynt wnwewnpuwbGplGEpm Ypuj.-

—_——

In substance, these two great tempo-
ral stages are not separate from one
another. Both emanate from the well-
springs of our faith and today we are
given the opportunity to meditate on
these dates and to make decisions
regarding them.

If, for a moment, we were to reeval-
uate the 2000-year timespan of
Christianity, we would see the history of
great achievements as well as dark
ages. Christianity in itself is not the rea-
son for these. It is humanity, which in
its comprehension of religion, has been
able to keep it close to the hearts of
humanity, or, conversely, forced reli-
gion upon the conscience of humanity
through too-literal an interpretation.
When Christianity has served humanity,
it has brought centuries of radiance and
illumination to humanity, and when it
has sought to rule the human con-
science, it has brought an age of dark-
ness, which became a reason for the
retreat and decline of the Church.

And now we have come to the brink
of a date when history will once again
guide us through our work, our
thoughts, and our deeds. It is my firm
conviction and belief that we will be
able to give value to our lives through
our efforts to serve our Church.
Different viewpoints, proposals, or pri-
orities may serve to cause disagreement
among us, and yet our larger direction
and field of activity must be clear for all
of us. The most essential is that our
energies must be concentrated upon
work, without wasting time or effort.
With this in mind, I would like to pre-
sent a guideline based upon two basic
propositions:

1. Reinvigorating and reorganizing
our parish communities.

It is essential that the life of our peo-
ple in the Eastern United States and
Canada become the target and focal
point of our efforts. The Church must
become a presence within our lives, a

presence that becomes the expression
——
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of our dedication, persuasions, and
belief. What meaning does a church
have, with all of its spiritual and nation-
al buildings/centers, when we, with all
of our strength and capability, are not
present there? These structures become
driving forces of spiritual and national
values when they belong not to the past,
but rather to the present. The existence
of these must become a daily anniver-
sary and the celebration of these comes
in the form of our involvement.

2. Satisfying the spiritual thirst of
our youth, especially our coming
gencrations.

Any generation which does not draw
strength from its past, which does not
embrace its present, and especially
which does not have the capacity to
envision and to build its future, is con-
demned to defeat. Our future lies in our
coming generations, which in these
times have a thousand-and-one charms
drawing them to the outside world. It is
essential that we find and provide the

answer to their spiritual yearnings. We
must turn their spiritual and national
character, like a crystal, into something
clear and bright, so that their lives and
activities may become more meaning-
ful. Probably more than anything, we
must place our efforts at the service of
this goal, toward the healthy, spiritual,
and Christian education and enrich-
ment of our youth. And our success will
thus turn into our victory.

Here we have two propositions,
which must turn into the objects of our
attention. Theories are not enough in
constructing programs. It is necessary
to demonstrate this through work, to
achieve programs through ongoing and
continuous work.

The strengthening of our people
throughout the Prelacy is extremely
important. And if it is absolutely neces-
sary to become stronger, at the same
time it is vital to remember that the
Diaspora is not an end in itself. Our
individual and collective lives are part of

Bishop Choloyan leads Hrashapar Services at St. lNluminator’s Cathedral

Bishop Oshagan Choloyan
Prelate, Armenian Apostolic Church of America
(Eastern United States and Canada)

Bishop Oshagan Choloyan was born in Aleppo, Syria, in 1947, with the baptismal
name of Manoog,. He received his primary education in Aleppo’s Haikazian School.
In 1960 he was accepted into the Cilician See’s Seminary. He was ordained a deacon
in 1964 and a celibate priest in 1967 by Bishop Karekin Sarkissian (now Catholicos
of All Armenians), who in 1994 as Catholicos Karekin IT of Cilicia, ordained him a
Bishop.

He attended the American University of Beirut from 1968 to 1970 where he
majored in history. From 1974 to 1978 he attended the Princeton Theological
Semninary (New Jersey) where he majored in education and psychology earning a
Masters Degree. His continued studies at Princeton in the history of the church
eamed him a second Masters Degree.

Bishop Choloyan has taught in the Cilician Seminary, the Mardigian
National School in Beirut, and the Karen Yeppe Jemaran and Sahagian National
School in Aleppo.

In April 1980 His Holiness Karekin II (now Karekin I of Etchmiadzin)
appointed him to serve as pontifical legate to Kuwait and the Arab Emirates and
was subsequently elected to serve that diocese as Prelate.

Bishop Choloyan has worked in the editorial offices of Hask, the Cilician
See’s official publication, and Klatzor, the Seminary’s publication. Together with
Bishop Datev Sarkissian he has prepared and published religious textbooks for
grades 1 to 10, currently in use in the Middle East. With Archbishop Zareh
Aznavorian, Bishop Choloyan has prepared five volumes of Sharagans of the
Armenian Church.

He and Archbishop Aznavorian have also collaborated on the translation
of the New Testament from classical Armenian to modern Armenian under the
auspices of the Bible Society. They are now in the process of translating the Old

Testament.

He has been a member of the Middle East Council of Churches since 1979
serving for several years on the Executive Committee. He has participated in many
meetings on behalf of the Great House of Cilicia. ’

Bishop Choloyan was elected to serve as Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy on
May 1, 1998, by the National Representative Assembly. -

our Homeland, toward which our dedi-
cation should be non-negotiable. Love
for one’s homeland comes through sac-
rifice and not through feeling alone.
Sacrifice means dedication, and not
mere words.

My dear faithful,

All of these are not responsibilities to
be placed upon myself alone, upon our
clergy alone, upon our council mem-
bers alone, nor upon a few individuals.
It is true that positions are given to
some in order to carry out responsibili-
ties, but it must become clear that these
propositions apply to all of us. Yes, I
must emphasize, to all of us. Taking a
passive or observer’s position (not to
mention the position of the destructive
critic) will take us only toward stagna-
tion. Rather, without despondence but
with patience and through active
involvement will we flourish, bear fruit,
and bring our greatest gift to God, our
Church, our saints, and our martyrs on

the occasion of the 1700th annversary.

With this perspective and expecta-
tion, we begin our term of duty. Let us
come and decide that our coming years
will become years of united effort, years
of productive work toward the illumi-
nation of our Church.

Let the almighty God keep our
Church unshakeable with its hierarchi-
cal Holy Sees, keep our homeland
secure, peaceful, and prosperous, and
may He bless all of you, giving you suc-
cess, health; and long lives, so that we
may devote our days to the service of
the Church and the improvement and
triumph of our nation.

Delivered June 9, 1998
St. Nluminator’s Cathedral, New York City

Photos on pages 2, 3, and 4 are by
J. K. Hovhaness
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Reception Brings Together Leadership in Welcoming Bishop Oshagan

Professor Hratch Zadoian, vice chairman of
the Executive Council extends words of
welcome to Bishop Choloyan.

Bishop Oshagan Choloyan acknowledges the good wishes of ecumenical and community leaders
during a welcoming reception at the Prelacy. From left to right, The Right Rev. Robert Wright,
Jack Mardoian, Esq., Ambassadors Antoine Chedid, Mikhail Wehbe, and Movses Abelian.

Photos by
J.K. Hovhaness
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The reception at the Prelacy on June 10 provided an opportunity for the newly-elected Prelate to meet community
leaders. Invited were representatives of the Boards of Trustces and Delegates to the National Representative
Assembly as well as ecumenical and diplomatic guests.

Attending were: IH.E. Ambassacdor Antoine Chedid, Consul General of Lebanon; H.E. Ambassador Movses
Abelian, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Natlons; H.E. Ambassador Mikhall
Wehbe, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Syria to the United Natlons; Rev. Movses Janbazlan, Executive
Director, Armenian Missionary Association of America; H.G. Bishop Phllotheos of Meloa, representing H.E.
Archbishop Spyridon, Greek Orthodox Church of U.S.; Right Rev. Robert Wright, representing The Rt. Rev. Frank T.
Griswold, III, The Episcopal Church, USA; H.G. Bishop Hovhannes M. Tertsakian, Exarch, Apostolic Exarchate for
Armenian Catholles; Dr. Gabriel Hablb, representing the Rev. Dr. Joan Brown Campbell, General Secretary, Natlonal
Councll of Churches of Christ; H.E. Archbishop Cyril Aphrem Y. Karim, Archdlocese of the Syrian Orthodox Church;
Rev. Garabed Kouchakjlan, representing H.E. Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate, Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America; The Very Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, representing The Most Rev. Metropolitan Theodosius, The
Orthodox Church in America; Monsignor Robert L. Stern and Monsignor Madden, Catholic Near East Welfare
Assoclation; Very Rev. Choreplscopus John Meno, St. Mark Syrlan Orthodox Cathedral; H.G. Bishop Antoun, repre-
sentlng The Most Rev. Metropolitan Philip Saliba, Antiochian Orthodox Christlan Archdlocese of North America.
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National Representative Assembly Concludes Successfully in Watertown;
Bishop Oshagan Choloyan Is Elected New Prelate

"T'he National Representative Assembly
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, Eastern United States and
Canada, met in Massachusetts, April 29,
30, May 1. The delegates were wel-
comed by Rev. Archpriest Antranig
Baljian, pastor of the host parish of St.
Stephen’s Church of Watertown, and
Mr. Rouben Surenian, on behalf of the
Board of Trustees.

Bishop Oshagan Choloyan, former
Prelate of Kuwait and the Arab
Emirates, was elected to serve as the
new Prelate. He will succeed
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian who in
February announced that he would not
seek reelection to a sixth term. Also
elected were new members of the
Religious and Executive Councils
including the election of the first
woman to the Executive Council, Ms.
Karen Jehanian of Philadelphia.

Honorees during the closing banquet
included: Congressman Frank Pallone
who received the Spirit of Armenia
award for his dedicated service as a
public servant and especially for his
concern for Armenian American con-
cerns; John O’Connor, founder and
president of Greenworks, Inc., was hon-
ored with the Man of the Year award in
recognition of his support of ecological
issues in Armenia; Ms. Martha
Mekaelian received the Humanitarian
Award for her highly successful efforts
in securing donaticns of medicines and
goods for shipment to Armenia; Mr.
Alon Marom, project director of
AmeriCares relief effort to Armenia
received recognition and an award for
his work with AmeriCares which since
1988 has shipped goods valued at more
than $34 million to Armenia;
Certificates of Merit were presented to
three parishioners of the host parish,
including Armenie Dedekian, John
Doursounian, and Charles Hoosian.

Concurrent with the NRA was the
annual assembly of the National
Association of Ladies Guilds. .

Keynote Address by Prelate

In his keynote address to the NRA
delegates, Archbishop Ashjian wel-
comed the delegates and challenged
them to face the many serious issues
affectiig the Armenian church and
nation with honesty, zeal and commit-
ment. In his impassioned speech,
Archbishop Ashjian thanked all those
who had helped him during his 20-year
tenure as Prelate.

“We cannot fail to thankfully
acknowledge that our 20 years of ser-
vice as Prelate ‘were magniﬁcent years,
because we were able to help our fellow
human beings. We were able to bring
help, comfort, and happiness to individ-
uals and families.” Archbishop Ashjian
listed the many charitable and educa-
tional endeavors which took place
under his direction and noted, “We
were able to do all this, help all of these
people, because we were an Armenian
clergyman and as Prelate were given
this opportunity by our faithful people.”

In a longer than usual keynote
address, which was also a message of
farewell, rich with Biblical references,
Archbishop Ashjian candidly spoke of
the many problems facing the
Armenian church, especially in
America, noting that “Our twenty years
of service as Prelate were not always
rose-colored.” He expressed the hope
that the next Prelate would have the
opportunity to enrich educational and
spiritual programs free from routine
administrative and financial worries.”

Representative Frank Pallone, Jr., is presented with the “Spirit of Armenia” award.
The Congressman has been a stalwart supporter of Armenia and Karabagh. In one
of his recent visits he addressed the Parliament of Nagorno Karabagh.

John O’Connor, the 1998 Man of the Year, embraces Archbishop Ashjian, after being
presented with the award. Mr. O'Connor is founder and president of Greenworks,
Inc., an environmental technology company. Mr. O'Connor has been a great help to
Armenia in environmental concerns. His wife, Carolyn Mugar, looks on with
approval.

Humnanitarian Award
was presented to
Martha Mekaelian

who since 1988 has been
instrumental in securing
donations of medicine
and goods for Armenia.
Her extraordinary
efforts have helped

fill 31 containers

which have been
shipped to Armenia.

“But the day came when we felt that
we had completed our role and it was
time for us to leave and we do so with
one deep regret,” said Archbishop
Ashjian. “Throughout the days of our
service there was a suffering that we felt
with our whole being, the wound that
is on the Armenian Church—the divi-
sion of the American diocese. We were
not the cause of that division, but we
were unable to bring about an amica-
ble solution during our day. We carty
this pain, like a festering wound, in our
heart. Yes, we regret that we were not
able to bring to a conclusion the ques-
tion of unity which had its beginnings
with the visit of His Holiness Vazgen I,
of blessed memory, in 1968. For thirty
years we debated, examined, debated
again, and examined again this ques-
tion. All in vain, We hope and pray that
our successor will be more successful
and will not be sidetracked by conve-
nient excuses because, “The glory
which thou gavest me I have given
them; that they may be one, even as we
are one.” (John 17:22).

Outgoing chairman, Onnic Marashian, is
presented with a painting in appreciation of
his pears of service.

Chairman Addresses NRA

Mr. Onnic Marashian, chairman of
the Prelacy’s Executive Council, in his
address to the NRA, warned of “unfin-
ished business, and a lot of danger sig-
nals, that future NRAs, future prelates,
and future executive councils will have
to come to grips with.”

Mr. Marashian noted that he too was
completing 20 years of service to the
Prelacy and this would be his final
address as chairman of the Executive
Council.

“I might not have ventured in public
community life had it not been for a
chance encounter in 1976 in the city of
Isfahan. It was there in New Julfa, in
that oasis of the Christian faith and bas-
tion of post-medieval Armenian culture
and intellect, that I first met Mesrob
Vartabed, then prelate of the diocese of
New Julfa. It may have been the mysti-
cal atmosphere of the Vank that may
have subconsciously led me to answer
the call two years later when Mesrob
Srpazan who by then had become the
Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy. I am not
making any claims about seeing the
light in New Julfa. I just wanted to attest
to the persuasive powers of our Prelate
to recruit and mobilize volunteers who
join reluctantly and with initial hesita-
tion, but who have stuck to the end.”

Mr. Marashian chronicled the rapid
growth of the Prelacy during Arch-
bishop Ashjian’s tenure. He also spoke
about the urgent problems which must
be addressed and solved soon including
attracting the younger generations,
greater participation of women in the
lay hierarchy, unity of the American
diocese, and adequate financing.

(Continued on next page)
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NRA Coverage (continued)

Archbishop Ashjian with the National Association of Ladies
Guilds whose annual meeting coincides with the National
Representative Assembly.

(Continued from previous page)

Meeting of Religious Assembly

As in previous years the religious
assembly met separately one day prior
to the joint meetings. Elected to serve as
chairman and secretary were Rev. Dr.
Mesrob Tashjian and Rev. Khachadour
Boghossian, respectively. The lectures
presented focused on the 100th
anniversary of the establishment of the
Armenian church in America and
prepartions for the 21st century.
Pressentations were given by Rev. Dr.
Tashjian, Rev. Archpriest Torkom
Hagopian, and Bishop Khajag
Hagopian.

Meeting of Religious and Lay
Assemblies \

The joint religious and lay assemblies-
convened Wednesday afternoon, under
the presidency of Archbishop Ashjian.
Following the reports of the credentials
and nominating committees the execu-
tive was elected as follows: Zaven
Sarkissian and Artin Dermenjian, chair-
men; Karen Jehanian and Raffi Der
Boghossian, English and Armenian sec-
retaries respectively.

NRA Panels

On Thursday morning after routine
duties, the Assembly broke into individ-
ual panels: Proposed Schedule of
Activities for 1700th Anniversary of the
Establishment of Christianity as a State
Religion in Armenia; The Armenian
Church in*Transition: Current Issues
Confronting the Church; Constitutional
Matters; Finance and Budget. Each of
the panels presented written recom-
mendations during the final session of
the NRA.

Memorial Services and Visits

Delegates participated in two memo-
rial services; one at the Hunger
Memorial in Cambridge, in honor of the
victims of the Irish Famine and one at
the Khatchkar Memorial at St. Stephen’s
in memory of the martyrs of the
Armenian Genocide. Delegates also
had the opportunity to visit the St.
Stephen’s Day School.

Archbishop Ashjian’s New Book

Literally “hot off the press” was
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian’s latest
book, a volume of his collected works in
Armenian, Hedatartz Hayyatzk (In
Retrospect) which was presented to the
delegates after dinner on Wednesday
evening. Professor Khachig Tololian
skillfully presented the contents of the
book commenting, “I have read very
few other books in recent years that
remain so connected with the past
while remaining so anchored in the
present, so relevant to the present...
The Srpazan has wrought a small liter-
ary miracle in that he is able to convey
his care, his alert attention to the
changing and complex needs of the
moment, in effect his love for his
Church and people, without ever strik-
ing a false note. In no small part, this is
due to Srpazan’s love and mastery of
the Armenian language.”

Election of Prelate and Council
The slate of three nominees for office
of Prelate included: His Grace Bishop
Oshagan Choloyan, His Grace Bishop
Khajag Hagopian, and Very Rev. Father
Anoushavan Tanielian. Prior to the for-
mal election, Bishop Hagopian declined.
With 93 delegates eligible to vote the

_results gave 62 votes to Bishop

Unity

Discussion concerning the unifica-
tion of the American diocese resulted in
the following resolution:

Choloyan and 31 votes for Very Rev.

“Whereas the issue of the adminis- &

trative unity of the Prelacy and Diocese gw

of the Eastern United States requires the

involvement, participation and approval £
of the Holy Sees of Etchmiadzin and {2

Antelias, and

“Whereas genuine unity can only be
advised as the communities centered
around the Prelacy and Diocese
churches work together, to stren§then
cooperation and internal trust on the
path of community integration; Be it

Resolved, That future unity meetings

should follow agreement on these issues
between the Holy Sees of Etchmiadzin
and Antelias, and be it further resolved,
That until then we encourage the
Prelacy parishes in the United States
and Canada to continue to seek genuine
cooperation with their Diocesan coun-
terparts in the spirit of Christian fellow-
ship and national solidarity.”

Brothers-in-Christ break bread together.

Tanielian, who rose to request that the
NRA unanimously endorse the election
of Bishop Choloyan.

Elected to serve on the religious
council was Very Rev. Anoushavan
Tanielian; elected to the executive coun-
cil were Jean Arakelian, Jack Mardoian,
Vahe Amirian, and Karen Jehanian.

Prior to adjournment messages were
heard from Mr. George Chakoian, rep-
resenting the Diocese of the Armenian
Church and two outgoing executive
council members, Mr. Hagop Kou-
youmdjian and Onnic Marashian.

Closing Banquet

The 1998 NRA formally concluded
with the closing banquet on Friday
evening which also became a nostalgic
farewell to Archbishop Ashjian. The
American and Armenian National
Anthems were sung by Anahid
Changelian. Professor Hratch Zadoian,
Vice Chairman of the Executive Council,
was the M.C. for the evening. Wel-
coming remarks were delivered by
George Changelian, chairman of the
Board of Trustees and Rev. Archpriest
Antranig Baljian, pastor of St. Stephen’s
Church. National and local awards, as
described earlier, were presented.
Musical selections were offered by
Sarkis Karapetyan, Nune Karapetyan,
and Anahid Changelian.

His Eminence was the last to speak
and he recalled, “It was on Vartanantz
of 1978 that I, as Prelate, visited the
Boston community for the first time,
and as Der Torkom said earlier, from
that day on Boston became my second
home. Since that time I have visited the
Boston area at least 250 times and 1
have come to know this community’s
history, the legacy left by previous gen-

(Continued on page 8)

Clergy and delegates in front of the khatchkar monument next to St. Stephen’s
Church participate in a requiem service in honor of the martyrs of the Armenian
Genocide.

Mr. Alon Marom, project director for
Americares, was honored in appreciation of
his extraordinary efforts in getting aid to
Armenia. Since 1988 Americares has
shipped relief aid to Armenia valued at
more than $34 million dollars.

Local Parish Awards

It is customary to honor worthy mem-
bers of the host parish during the
Assembly. This year the honors went to
the three individuals pictured below.

John Doursounian
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NRA Coverage (continued) A message from Catholicos Aram I in appreciation of Archbishop
Ashjian’s twenty years of service to the Eastern Prelacy was supposed
A First to be read during the NRA’s closing banquet. Due to time constraints

it was not read and we therefore offer the entire message below.
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NRA (continued from page 6)

erations, and it is with deep humility
that I bow before the memory of all
those who served and departed.”
Archbishop Ashjian expressed
thanks to the pastor, the members of
the board, the ladies guild, and every-

one who worked so tirelessly to make

the NRA successful and enjoyable.

His Eminence offered words of
praise for the newly elected Prelate, His
Grace Bishop Oshagan Choloyan,
describing him as one of the Cilician
See’s brightest and best prepared cler-
gymen. Bishop Oshagan, Archbishop
Ashjian said, is well-known in the U.S,,
because of the years he studied at
Princeton Theological Seminary. “Many
of you here remember him as a very
popular teacher at Camp Haiastan, and
as locum tenens of the Prelacy from
June 1977 until January 1978. He
knows this community very well, loves
baseball—especially the Phillies. At one
time he even tried to teach me the rules
of baseball. I must confess that I was
not a very attentive student and did not
learn much beyond the seventh inning
stretch. ...My prayers are with Bishop
Oshagan and I wish him every success.
1 hope and pray that all of my successes
will be his, but that none of my prob-
lems will become his.”

Speaking of his life of service,
Archbishop Ashjian recalled some of his
favorite passages of poetry including
these by Vahan Tekeyan, "In the final
accounting, what did I get out of life?
Amazingly, only what I gave to others.”

His Eminence thanked Bishop
Khajag Hagopian, Vicar of Canada,

and Very Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian,

Vicar of Eastern U.S. Prelacy for their
dedicated service; to the religious and
executive councils, and specifically to
some former executive council mem-
bers who have worked by his side for
twenty years, namely, Nerses Chitjian,
Judge Sarkis Teshoian, and Nazaret
Emlikian and to the late Karnig Piligian
and Rouben Kachikian. Added to this
list was the outgoing chairman, Onnic
Marashian, to whom the Archbishop
presented a painting in recognition of
his many years of service.

Continuing in his extemporaneous
and passionate speech, Archbishop
Ashjian told how his years in America
made him a better Armenian. “It was
the eldersin America who acquainted
me and taught me to love the Armenian
world. They were the ones who taught
me about our cities and our towns
like...” Archbishop Ashjian began rat-
tling off name after name of Armenian
villages and towns of Western Armenia
and finally saying, “which ones shall I
mention?...which ones shall I fail to
mention?”

“Now I am retuming to Armenia in
a few days, where in Holy Etchmiadzin
I will devote myself for the next few
years as Executive Secretary of the 17th
Centenary Celebration. I am returning
to the land...to free and independent
Armenia...to Artsakh whose heroic
people with their blood gave us. the
right to live with dignity. ITam returning
home, and the words of the American
songwriter and singer, John Denver are
mine tonight, Almost heaven, West
Virginia, Blue Ridge Mountains
Shenandoah River...Country Road take
me Home to the place I belong...” At
this point, Anahid Chengelian and
Karen Demerjian joined Mesrob
Srpazan in singing the popular Denver
ballad.

The emotionally charged evening
ended with the benediction and the
singing of Giligia. I+

Archpriest Dr. Mesrob Tashjian Is Honored Upon Retirement

Sunday, May 31, 1998, marked the
official retirement of Reverend Dr.
Mesrob Tashjian, Pastor, Counselor,
Teacher, Spiritual Leader and Friend of
the Sts. Vartanantz Church community
of Providence, Rhode Island, for the
past 37 years.

The love and respect for Der Hayr
was reflected in the eyes of the 850 peo-
ple who attended the banquet in his
honor in Swansea, Massachusetts.

Raman Zorabedian, chairman of the
Retirement Committee, welcomed
everyone and introduced Kenneth
Balemian, Master of Ceremonies for the
evening, who in turn introduced the
head table and then invited Very Rev.
Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General of
the Prelacy, who representing the new
Prelate, Bishop Oshagan Choloyan
delivered the opening prayer. Peter
“Doc” Bedrosian, chairman of the
Board of Trustees, offered the toast.

During dinner, Mr. Balemian recog-
nized various relatives and close family
friends among the attendees. He also
announced that numerous telegrams
and congratulatory messages had been
received—unfortunately, too many to
read.

The official program began with a
special letter which had been sent by
the former Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian from Armenia, read by Very
Rev. Tanielian. Archbishop Ashjian
praised Der Hayr’s dedicated service
and recalled, “I am personally aware of
your dedication and your many talents
through my twenty years of service as
Prelate. You were not only ‘one of my
priests,” but my elder brother and I

sensed that the comfort and under-
standing of brotherhood was recipro-

cated.”

Rev. Torkom Hagopidn, a close
friend, expressed his sentiments and
then read an Encyclical from Karekin I,
Catholicos of All Armenians. An
Encyclical from Aram I, Catholicos of
Cilicia, was read by Rev. Gomidas
Baghsarian.

Best wishes were extended by Ara
Bohigian, representing Sts. Sahag and
Mesrob Church, and William Tatewos-
ian, chairman of the Board of Trustees
of the Armenian Euphrates Evangelical
Church.

Representing all organizations under
the umbrella of the church, Margaret
Stepanian gave a detailed account of all
the “firsts” Der Hayr had initiated dur-
ing his 37 years of service.

Deacon Hagop Khatchadourian who
has served on the altar with Der Hayr
since his teenage years, spoke on behalf
of all the deacons and altar boys.
Anahid Kibarian, a teacher at the
Mourad Armenian School, gave an
overall view of Der Hayr’s educational
accomplishments. Christine Engustian
who is a newly elected member of the
Board of Trustees, gave a view of her
own feelings and how Der Hayr had
touched her life.

A delightful musical interlude was
presented by Rev. Emmanuel Vartanian
and Yeretzgin Dzovinar.

Vincent “Buddy” Chiani, mayor of
the city of Providence, gave a heartfelt
summary of his many experiences with
Der Hayr over the years. He also pre-
sented a special mayoral Proclamation
for the occasion. Proclamations were

Archpriest Dr. Mesrob Tashjian acknowledges the good wishes from the hundreds
who attended his recent retirement dinner. Der Hayr has been pastor of Sts.
Vartanantz Church in Providence, Rhode Island, for 37 years.

The School Building will be renamed “The Reverend Dr. Mesrob Tashjian Learning
Center,” a gesture which brought much pleasure to Der Hapr who is an avid sup-

porter of education.

also received from the Governor’s office
and the General Assembly.

Over the years Der Hayr has written
many poems and a special one had
been selected for this evening which
was recited by Shaké Chakmakian.
Copies of the poem both in Armenian
and English were printed on parchment
and given to everyone as a remem-
brance of this special occasion.

Rev. Nerses Manoogian provided
lighthearted moments with his at times
humorous presentation of Der Hayr’s
many areas of expertise.

Vatche Tashjian, the eldest son of
Der Hayr and Yeretzgin, speaking on
behalf of the family, gave a very warm
and loving message not only about his
father but about his mother who he
described as a “rock and anchor.”

Presentation of gifts were made to
Der Hayr and Yeretzgin and it was
announced that the school building
which Der Hayr was instrumental in
bringing to fruition, will be named “The
Reverend Dr. Mesrob Tashjian Learning
Center.”

Finally it was Der Hayr’s turn and he
spoke in heartfelt terms, humbly and
sincerely, thanking everyone for being
present and for all the accolades
bestowed upon him and Yeretzgin.

Helen Dayian

Outreach joins the Providence commu-
nity in wishing Der Hayr and Yeretzgin
a happy and healthy retirement.

Der Mesrob receives an “autographed”
shirt from the Sunday School students.

“I take it there are a few strings
attached to your contribution.”




