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Year in Review...

In March our Prelate was honored with a Celebratory Banquet on
the occasion of his elevation to the rank of Archbishop. A large and
enthusiastic group attended the banquet on March 13 and the
Divine Liturgy on March 14. Congratulatory messages were received
from many individuals including President Clinton; Jean Crétien,
Prime Minister of Canada; George E. Pataki, Governor of New York;
and Rudolph W. Giuliani, Mayor of the City of New York.

1999 NRA in Chicago
The National Representative Assem- The Spirit of Armenia award was
bly (NRA) of the Armenian Apostolic ~ presented to Elizabeth Dole for her
—___Church of_America, Eastern United _ great humanitarian efforts on behalf 2 s
States and Canada, convened in  of'the Armenian nation. : ~18 m
Chicago; Illinois, from May 12 to 14, The Man of the Year award was . ev—
under the presidency of the Prelate,  presented to John Vartan, a success- A view of the grand ballroom of the Hilton Hotel in New York where hun-
Archbishop Oshagan. ful businessman from Pennsylvania

dreds gathered to honor His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan.
Attending the Assembly were  who has been a supporter and bene-

clergymen serving the Prelacy and  factor of the Eastern Prelacy.
delegates representing the parishes.

His Eminence with
Elizabeth Dole,
recipient of the
Spirit of Armenia
award, and

Jack Mardoyan,
chairman of the
Prelacy's
Executive Council.

Archbishop Oshagan with award winners from host parish. V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanw'elidn, Vicar of the United States, re the
Encyclical elevating the Prelate during the Divine Liturgy.
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Prelacy Ladies Guild Celebrates 25th Anniversary

Archbishop Oshagan
with founding members
of the PLG

.
-,

"What does the Lord
require of you
but to do justice,
and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly
with your God?"
—Micah 6:8—
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A scene from
the luncheon
at the St. Regis.
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Current PLG
Members

Talented artists
Ellada Chakoyan
and Gayane
Avakian entertain

the guests.

1999 marked the silver anniver-
sary of the Prelacy Ladies Guild. The
Guild's annual Mothers Day lun-
cheon marked this anniversary by
honoring the founding members of
the PLG.

The luncheon took place at the St.
Regis and was one of the most suc-
cessful in PLG history.

The founding members of the
PLG are: Seda Andrikian, Mary
Boyajian, Lucy Derian, Tamara
Dermksian, Josephine Gulamerian,
Suzanne Hagopiant, Grace Hamp-
tian, Marie Haratunian, Hasmig
Hovnanian (the founding chair-
woman), Lucille Manuelian, Lillian
Nedurian, Knar Petrossiant, Malvina
Stepanian, and Ardemis Teshoian.

The PLG was established by the
Prelate, Archbishop Karekin Sar-
kissian in November of 1974. Mrs.
Hasmig Hovnanian was the first
chairlady.

The PLG continued during the
years that Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian was Prelate and continues
today under Archbishop Oshagan.

The founding members were pre-
sented with certificates of honor by
His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan,
who praised the PLG members, past
and present, for their dedication to
the Armenian Church.

Current PLG members are: Jea-
nine Adanalian, Seda Andrikian,
Sima Artinoff, Anita Babikian,
Marion Boudakian, Linda Chirinian,
Gilda B. Kupelian, Diana Minassian,
Seta Nalbandian, Heran Papazian,
Anna Piliguian, Lucille Sahagian,
Ovsanna Tatarian, Rita Tatevossian,
Gemma Vartanian, Silva Zadourian.

A commemorative booklet was
prepared on this occasion that pro-
vided highlights of the past 25 years.
Edited by Gilda Kupelian, the book-
let included many photographs from
the Prelacy archives going back to
the beginning of the PLG when
Archbishop Karekin Sarkissian was
the Prelate.

In her message in the booklet Ms.

Kupelian wrote, "At this time, it is an
honor to welcome our new Prelate,
His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan to officially preside over
his first Prelacy Ladies Guild
Mothers' Day Luncheon and share in
the silver anniversary commemora-
tion. His Eminence has expressed his
apprecition to all the ladies who
have gathered to offer their support
to our Prelacy.... The Prelacy Ladies
Guild takes this opportunity to thank
all those who have endorsed our
worthy causes and have shown their
validation by attending our func-
tions."
In honor of the PLG and its first
chairlady, Mrs. Hasmig Hovnanian,
Mr. Vahakn Hovnanian made a
donation of $5,000 to the Guild.



Thhis is a church history with a differ-
ence, for it is not the story of settlers in a
new land building a monument to their
godly beliefs, but rather the story of at
least 300,000 men, women and chil-
dren who, at the opening of the seven-

teenth century, were torn from their

homeland of several millennia and
forcibly translated to a foreign land
with an alien religion and new lan-
guage. The central figure involved in
this great migration, an Armenian dias-
pora, is none other than the Persian
Shah Abbas I, a great man according to
history, arid surely a confident doer of
deeds in spite of human cost. In 1604,
he removed, in particular, the entire
flourishing Armenian community of
Julfa, an Armenian town on the left
bank of the Aras River in the sub-
Caucasus, as well as many of the inhab-
itants of surrounding towns—Yerevan,
Kars, Erzerum and others. To make
sure the Armenians would not return to
Julfa, Shah Abbas levelled the town.
The kidnapped masses of Armenians
were at first settled in western and
south-central Persia, but in particular
they were sent to a suburb of Isfahan, a
magical city, the capital of Safavid Iran.
There, the Christian Armenians were
not met with joy by the local Muslims,
whom they were supposed to invigorate
culturally and eventually to replace; and
it would be some time before they were
free to do the multiple things that Shah
Abbas desired of them,

All this actually came about by
chance and has its beginning in the tire-
some and continuous border wars and
conflagrations between Ottoman
Turkey and Safavid Persia. These were
waged from the opening of the Safavid
kingdom in 1501 and lasted until 1639,
when the Treaty of Zuhab was signed.
In the sixteenth century, central
Armenia was situated between those
two great warring nations, and the
Amnenians suffered from the advances
of both the Turks and the Persians, and
were looted again as the retreating
army made its way home. The devasta-
tion bled :not only the settled
Armenians, but also the nomadic
Kurds, who kept their sheep in that
area, as they do to this day. The Kurds
at least were able to flee without losing
their portable homes, though the reten-
tion of their quadrupedal property was
another matter. And of the four parties
in these battles, the Armenians, the
Kurds, the Persians and the Turks, only
one did well, and that one was the
Persian or Turkish victor of the time,
since victory traded back and forth. The
Treaty of Zuhab was elcomed by all, for
in the previous 138 years eleven wars of
up to ten years duration had pointlessly
exhausted both the Ottomans and the
Safavids.

It was in the campaign of 160307
that Shah Abbas, on his way to Yerevan,
came to the Armenian city of Julfa, in
Nakhichevan, now part of post-Soviet

Azerbaijan. Even today, outside the
towns and settlements, this is a wild
desolate land; treeless mountains rise
abruptly, their red dirt the home of
snakes and marmots, while, above,
lammergeiers circle on motionless
wings. Vazken S. Ghougassian, who has
an eye for description, relates how well

the townspeople received Shah Abas

and he “passed through decorated and

A Book Review by John A. C. Greppin:

The Emergence of the Armenian Diocese of New Julfa
in the Seventeenth Century
by Vazken S. Ghougassian
326 pp. Atlanta, GA: Scholars Press; $24.95

This review by John Greppin of Cleveland State University, originally appeared in
the December 18, 1998 issue of the Times Literary Supplement, published in
Great Britain. The author of the book, Dr. Vazken Ghougassian, is the Executive
Director of the Eastern Prelacy. Copies of the book are available at the Prelacy
Bookstore, 138 E. 39th Street, New York, NY 10016; 212-689-7810.,

carpeted streets.” For three days he was
entertained by the Armenian mer-
chants “and was presented with trays
full of gold coins.” These merchants did
this, not because of love for the Shah,
but rather to prevent his violence, seek-
ing to overwhelm him instead with
spoils. But it worked all too well, for
Shah Abas was so deeply impressed by
the standard of life that prevailed not
only in Julfa but in the surrounding
towns that he decided these Armenians
were just the people he wanted back
home, to bolster a stagnant economy, to
bring fresh ideas to agriculture (Persia
then exported much silk to Europe), to
improve crafts (Armenian masons and
clockmakers were desired everywhere)
and invigorate commerce, which had
become flaccid.

Trade in Persia was then interna-
tional, the most valuable produce being
bolts of colourful silk, and accordingly
many European kingdoms had em-
bassies there. But trade was inefficient,
and Shah Abbas felt this was because
the Persians, though clever shopkeep-
ers, were not disposed to the hardships
of distant trade. A European voyager,
Jean Chardin, who travelled in Persia
during the 1660s, observed that the
Muslims were not well inclined to trade.
In Turkey, the Christians and the Jews
managed trade with Europe. In Persia,
said Chardin, “The Armenians man-
aged alone the whole European trade,
the reason whereof is, because the
Mohametans cannot strictly observe
their religion among the Christians,
with relation to the outward purity it
requires of them.” Later in that century,
an English traveller, John Fryer, tells
how the Armenians would travel with
the greatest frugality, beginning their
journey “with a stock of hard eggs and
a metarrah of wine... their mattress
serving at once for horse cloth, and
them to lye on...from such beginnirigs
do they raise sometimes great for-
tunes....” Frequently they would be
gone from their family for years, sailing
to Italy and France or even “Yengiduni
Erkirn” (the New World), increasing
their wealth, only returning home when
satisfied with their riches.

Shah Abbas gave the Armenians
their own town outside Isfahan; they
called it New Julfa and were initially
much assisted by the admiring Shah.
The local Muslims, however, found co-
existence with these upstart Christians a
tiresome occupation; Ghougassian
notes that “because of the differences in
lifestyle and social habits, tensions were
always high.” For one thing, there were
the clanging bells of the Armenians’
new churches; then there was the use
of wine; and the women were free to go
around without being weighed down by
great robes. In spite of this, the

Armenians rapidly erected ten churches
in New Julfa and two in neighbouring
Isfahan. More followed.

But, eventually, Shah Abbas began to
use great pressure to convert the
Armenians to Islam, at first sparing the
most successful of the merchants of
New Julfa, but finally bringing his dis-
mal attention to bear on all. This was
particularly so in the agricultural areas
outside New Julfa, especially in Peria
and Burwari; there, soldiers and
Muslim clerics terrorized the Armenian
villagers, converted the churches to
mosques and destroyed liturgical mate-
rial. But things improved after the
death, in 1629, of Shah Abbas I; during
the reigns of Shah Safi and Shah Abbas
I, peace between the throne and the
Armenians was re-established, and they
again received favourable treatment
and prosperity ensued. This was to last
only thirty years, however, and by the
beginning of the eighteenth century,
during the reign of Shah Husein, anti-
Christian sentiment in Persia reached
its peak; the wealthy Armenians were
leaving in droves, eastwards to India
and the protection of the English, or
back to the Ottoman Empire. But so
great were their numbers and the
wealth they took with them that the
Persian economy nearly collapsed. As
Ghougassian records: “The departing
merchants were taking their treasures
out of Iran, thus precipitating the silver
hemmorrage in Persia and causing the
debasement of the coinage.”

Though Armenians still remain
abundantly in Iran, and though the
New Julfa community remains, its
churches well cared for, most
Armenians have since moved to
Tehran, which became the capital in
1788. Prosperity returned, especially
during the modern Pahlevi dynasty;
but, following its fall in 1978,
Armenians were plagued with difficul-
ties; for a while, even their schools were
closed, the public use of their language
virtually forbidden. In this way the
Armenians continue their wary exis-
tence in Iran, whither they first came en
masse nearly four centuries early.

The Emergence of the Armenian
Diocese of New Julfa in the Seventeenth
Century is a learned book of mature
scholarship. The author handles his
Armenian sources superbly, and his
work with the Persian data, the edicts
in which language he gives us in his
appendix, seems most satisfactory.
Vazken Ghougassian had to do much
travelling for his research, and he used
sources housed in the main scholarly
repositories in Yerevan, at the
Catholicosate in Ftchmiadzin and in the
archives at the Cathedral in New Julfa,
He was able to track down many
European travelers’ accounts of Persia
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Prayer for the New Year
by Missak Medzarents

Give me, my God, that Kind of
happiness

that has no seli. Let me gather it

like flowers in other people’s eyes.

Give me, my Lord, an unselfish joy
Which like a child’s sparkler tints
the onlooker’s face.

Give me my Lord, an umpossessive
joy,

to hang like ribbons braided with
bells

on each doer I pass.

Let me build altars out of words
from those I love and echo them
like cymbals of brass.

Give me a seli-less delight
to share like the stars dispersed
across the sky.

Let it be happiness
that does not drown laments
of those in pain

nor an exultation confined

Within my soul alone.

Let every loai upon my plate
be blessed

With a crossed pair of joys.
And like the sun going west,
let me spread sunlight, Lord.

Let me lower it on waters
as one lowers nets and plant it
in earth’s furrows like a plow

and like rain
shower it over
the thirsty crowd.

And having found it
let me stay the hunier
of the ideal. Give me the grace

fo know its true worth
like the sailor on he life rail.
Let me gather it from the souls

of the common and uncommeon
man.
And give it back.

iranslated by
Diana Der Hovanessian

Missak Medzarents 1886—1908
died of tuberculosis at 22. One of
the most musical, most lyrical poets
in the Armenian language, his poet-
ry has been called untranslatable.
Medzarents was born in Akn, region
of much great folk poetry. He was

educated in Istanbul.

in the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies, which give, for the Western read-
er, an unbiased narrative, and which
are deeply satisfying. This is a splendid
book, thrilling in parts, that will have,
alas, too small a readership. ¥
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