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Following the election held in Holy
Etchmiadzin on October 27, 1999, His
Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan,
Prelate of Eastern U.S.A. and Canada sent a
letter of congratulations to His Holiness
Karekin IT, Catholicos elect of All Armenians.
In response, an acknowledgment letter dated
November 10. 1999 was received from the
Catholicos of All Armenians. Both letters in
Armenian, with English translation are being
presented here.

His Holiness Karekin II
Catholicos Elect of All Armenians
Holv Etchmiadzin

Your Holiness,

Personallv and on behalf of the cler-
gy, the elected bodies and faithfull of the
Cilician Prelacy in Eastern U.S.A. and
Canada, we wholeheartedly express our
Jjov for your election. You are being ele-
vated to the centuries old Holv See of the
Armenian Church, with a mission for the
glory of the Church and spiritual enrich-
ment of the people.

We pray Almighty God to grant you
perfect heaith and long life for a most
fruitful pontificate. May God strenghten
the Armenian Church, the Holy See of
Etchmiadzin and its Religious Order.

We are shocked by the tragic events in
the parliament of the Republic of
Armenia. We express our deep con-
dolances to the families of the victims and
pray for an immediate and peacefull
solution to this crisis.

Kissing your blessed hand and with
filial respect,

ARCHBISHOP OSHAGAN

Prelate of Eastern USA and Canada

October 27, 1999

His Grace
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan
Prelate of Fastern U.SA. and Canada

We are deeply touched by your letter
of congratulations and good wishes on
the occasion of our election as
Catholicos of All Armenians.

We ask merciful God to grant you
many happy days and success in all your
endeavors, so that your good deeds will
be credited in Heaven.

May our Lord protect the Holv See of
Etchmiadzin and the Republic of
Armenia by granting peace and prosper-
ity to our people around the world.

With blessings

KAREKIN 1T
Catholicos of All Armenians

November 10, 1999
Holy Etchmiadzin
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IN MEMORIAM

Archbishop Ardag Manoogian

Archbishop Ardag Manoogian, the
prelate of Tehran for the past forty years,
a senior member of the Religous Order of
the Catholicosate of Cilicia and author of
more than a dozen volumes passed away
at age 68 in Tehran, Iran, on October 15,
1999, following a stroke he suffered in
Armenia three weeks earlier. His last con-
secration and funeral services were held
at St. Sarkis Church of Tehran on October
19th. The internment was made next to
the church.

Requiem services marking the 40th
day of his passing were held in all our
parish churches in Eastern U.S.A. and
Canada, on Sunday, November 21, 1999.

Blessed be his memory.

Khatchig Babikian, Esq.

Khatchig Babikian, Esq., Chairman of
the Central Executive Council of the
Catholicosate of Cilicia since 1976,
passed away at age 75, in Beirut,
Lebanon, following a long battle against
Leukemia.

A lawyer by profession, Mr. Babikian
was first elected a member of Lebanese
Parliament in 1957 and for almost 43
years, he held his parliamentary seat, hav-
ing been re-elected several times. For six
times he served in ministerial positions,
including as Minister of Justice and
Minister of Health

His death was a great loss for
Lebanon, the Armenian community of
Lebanon and the Cilician Catholicosate.
May God rest his soul in eternal peace.

37TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. SARKIS OF DEARBORN, MI

Left to right: John Manoogian, Jack Mardoian, Archbishop Oshagan, V. Rev.
Fr. Navasart and Michael Hagopian

The 37th anniversary of St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church was celebrated on October
17, 1999. His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of Eastern United States and
Canada, and the Chairman of the Executive Council, Mr. Jack Mardoian, were present to offici-
ate the celebrations.

On the morning of Sunday, October 17, 1999, Archbishop Oshagan celebrated the Divine
Liturgy, assisted by V. Rev. Fr. Navasart Mardoian and several deacons and acolytes. Surpazan
Hayr consecrated six paintings for the church.

In his sermon, Surpazan Hayr stressed two important realities, which are the comerstones
of our national and ecclesiastical life: "To hear the Divine call means to answer to the call of the
Church and the people. To hear the Divine call means to practically manifest our faith. In order
to reach to that faith our children and young generation must receive healthy Christian and reli-
gious education. This education is administered in the Sunday Schools."

Following the Divine Liturgy, Surpazan Hayr, accompanied by the clergy, the deacons, the
choir members and the faithful, was guided into the newly constructed Sunday School section,
in order to bless it. This new section, which includes five new Sunday School classrooms and
administrative offices, was constructed by the generous donation of Mr. and Mrs. John and Rose
Manoogian.

The anniversary dinner was held at the "Lillian Arakelian Fellowship Hall." After dinner,
the Master of Ceremonies Mr. George Manoogian welcomed everyone and stated that year after
year "we try to build not only the physical Church but also the inner Church” and then invited
the Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. Navasart Mardoian to say his welcoming words. Hayr Soorp stressed the
importance of the Church's presence in the lives of the community members.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, the Chairman Mr. Michael Hagopian emphasized the
importance of spiritual and communal regeneration as well as the participation of the young
generation in the life of the Church.

Mr. Jack Mardoian, Chairman of the Executive Council, expressed his happiness for being
in Detroit and the unique place that Detroit occupies in the work and mission of the Prelacy.
"The Detroit community is one of the most important communities in the Prelacy, who with its
vitality and dynamic participation always supported the plans and the projects of the Prelacy.”

Rev. Fr. Gorun Shnkian introduced Mr. and Mrs. John and Rose Manoogian, the benefac-
tors of the new Sunday School, who were being honored with the "Prince of Cilicia" medal.
Following Rev. Fr. Gorun’s presentation, V. Rev. Fr. Navasart read the Encyclical of His
Holiness Catholicos Aram I of the Great House of Cilicia, after which Archbishop Oshagan
bestowed upon Mr. and Mrs. Manoogian the highest medal of the Cilician Catholicossate.

On behalf of his wife and himself, John Manoogian expressed their gratitude and thanks to
His Holiness, to the Prelate, the Pastor, Board of Trustees and to all those who in one way or
another supported them.

In his concluding remarks Archbishop Oshagan emphasized the family values and the
importance of religious education, saying:

“The community of Detroit is a strong, organized, loyal and growing community. This year,
I would like to emphasise the importance of family values.” For centuries the Armenian nation
survived because of the family values, in spite of the difficulties of history. We kept our fami-
lies with our traditions and customs. Therefore, keep the family values strong and alive. We
need solidarity and strength in our family lives, where love and hope must be essential.

I am happy to see many faces, but OUTREACH
I'm looking for the younger faces. You
received from your parents the impor-
tance of family values, which you must
pass to your children and grandchildren.
The real leader is the one who not only
thinks about today, but especially about
tomorrow. Bring your children and
grandchildren to Church and to Sunday
Schools, because the future leaders of
this community will come from them.
Our people received the gift of hope and
love almost two thousand years ago
from St. Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew
and because of them we kept our fami-
lies and the family values.”

The 37th anniversary of St. Sarkis
Armenian Apostolic Church was con-
cluded with His Eminence's blessings
and the singing of "Giligia."
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New Armenian Church Consecrated in Ocala

October 9 and 10, 1999 will remain one of the most unforgettable weekends for the
Armenians in Florida. Under the aucpices of H. E. Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan the
Holy Cross Armenian Apostolic Church of Ocala was consecrated.

On Saturday, the "Order of the Opening of the Door and Blessing of the Church"
took place.

Sunday morning, the Church was filled to capacity. Armenians from Daytona
Beach, Jacksonville, Gainsville, Tampa, Orlando, and as far as Fort Lauderdale came to
witness the Dedication and the consecration of a new Armenian Church. Bishop
Khajag celebrated the Divine Liturgy ("Badarak") and consecrated the Church, assist-
ing him was the Very Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General of the Prelacy of
the Eastern United States and Rev. Fr. Emanuel Vartanian, pastor of Central Florida.
His Grace consecrated the 16 pillars of the Church in the name of the twelve Apostles,
Apostle Paul, the Evangelists Sts. Mark and Luke, St. Gregory the Illuminator, and the
main door of the Church, respectively. After an "Antastan" service in the middle of the
Church, His Grace blessed the Church and named it the Holy Cross Armenian
Apostolic Church. After the consecration of the Baptismal Font, the Order of the
Dedication and the Consecration of the Church concluded.

"Come let us build the Holy altar of light," a verse from an Armenian Church
hymn, was the text of Bishop Khajag's sermon. He reflected on the life-giving presence
of the spiritual and intellectual light in the lives of the great Armenian Church fathers,
like St. Gregory the Illuminator, Sts. Sahag and Mesrob and others. He stressed that the
saints were able to spread light in the land of Armenia, by the power of God, through
suffering and in the midst of great difficulties. Today, the Holy Cross Armenian
Apostolic Church, has built an altar of light after having traveled a long and difficult
road, he concluded.

After the services, a banquet was held in
the Church hall with Mrs. Angel
Manoogian acting as the Master of
Ceremonies. After the Armenian National
Anthem, Mrs. Maria Minasian, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of the Holy
Cross Armenian Church, welcomed
everyone and commended them for their
many sacrifices. Rev. Fr. Emanuel
Vartanian, the Pastor of the church,
thanked the parishioners for their moral
and financial support, especially Mr. and
Mrs. Azad Merian and Mrs. Alice
Haigazian. Mr. Harout Kouyoumdjian,
Chairman of the St. Gregory Armenian
Church of South Florida, Mr Harout
Baboyan, Chairman of the ARF Shoushi
Committee, and Mr. Vasken Fakrajian,
Chairman of the Armenian Center in
Ocala each congratulated the Holy Cross
Church community and wished them suc-
cess in all their endeavors. Jack
Mardoyan, Esq., Chairman of the Prelacy
Executive Council, admired the confi-
dence and courage of this small commu-
nity and said that had he been told ten
years ago that Armenians lived in this
place, he would not have believed it.

Today, there is an Armenian community
with its Church and center. On behalf of
His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan, Very Rev. Fr. Anoushavan
Tanielian, Vicar General of the Prelacy of
the Eastern United States, thanked His
Grace Bishop Khajag for consecrating the
Holy Cross Armenian Apostolic Church.
He commended the community for its
commitment and perseverance for realiz-
ing its goals.

Bishop Khajag consecrating the altar of
the Church

In his concluding remarks, Bishop
Khajag once again congratulated the
community and encouraged them to
remain steadfast in their Armenian
Christian faith.

This memorable day came to a close
with a closing prayer and the singing of
"Giligia."
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KNOWING CHRIST THROUGH
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Fr. Gomidas Baghsarian

I saw a very distinguished man being
interviewed on television many years ago
and until today that interview has left an
everlasting impression on my mind. The
man was a professor and had his docter-
ate in theology. With tears in his eyes, he
said, "For 20 years I taught theology, and
I didn't understand what I was teaching
until I was introduced to the Author of
our faith, our Lord Jesus Christ. Now I
finally understand." This is an incredible
statement. It is hard to believe that some-
one who had such a vast knowledge of the
Bible, church history, and the writings of
the early church fathers would make such
a statement. Yet I could see his sincerity
in his tears. This was a man who after 20
years as a theologian had a transformation
take place in his heart. He was finally
filled with the knowledge of the Lord and
was able to understand the deep things of
the Spirit of God.

When we consider Christian educa-
tion for children or adults, we first need to
understand its concept. Does it differ
from regular education? I think it does.
In the development of the mind and the
intellect the goal of the teacher is to give
knowledge and facts on any given subject
ard to make sure they are well under-
stood. In spiritual development and
Chyistian education, I believe the goal of
the teacher should NOT be only teaching
the facts about the faith, but rather first
introducing the student to the Author and
Master of our faith, the Alpha and
Omega, Jesus Christ. Only then they will
be able to comprehend the teachings of
the Bible and the Church. "The man with-
out the Spirit does not accept the things
that come from the Spirit of God, for they
are foolishness to him, and he cannot
understand them, because they are spiri-
tually discerned” (1 Cor.2: 14).

A good Christian educator knows the
ultimate teacher for every believer must
be the Holy Spirit.

"But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you all things" (Jobn 14:26).
The Christian educator is the one who
introduces. I believe the disciples of our
Lord, Andrew and Philips left a beautiful
example for all who are teachers of the
Word. Their main purpose in the Gospels
was to introduce people to Christ. They
were so filled with hope and enthusiasm
that they had to show their feelings to oth-
ers. They were zealous for the Lord (John
1:40 and John 12:20).

You may ask, what do you mean by
. "introducing Christ?" We have been bap-
tized in the Armenian Church. "Aren't we
Christians?" It is said that God does not
have grandchildren. In other words if our
parents were Christian believers, we do
not automatically become Christians. In
the Armenian Apostolic faith, we are bap-
tized and chrismated as children under the
sponsorship of a Godfather, and we enter
into the family of God. However, it:is
clear that we are to be brought up and nur-
tured as Christians to know Christ and to
become true believers. Unfortunately,
that nurturing does not always take place.
We do a great disservice to our people
when we assume that they know Christ.
We need to wake up to that fact before
losing a whole generation.

The big question, of course, is "how."
How can the teacher introduce Christ?
We cannot introduce someone that we do
not know. In the same way, we can not
expect a teacher to introduce Christ to his
student if he himself does not know

Christ. Therefore, the first qualification
for Christian educators and Sunday
School teachers is to know Christ.
Second, the teacher must have a good
knowledge of the Scriptures and be able
to teach correctly. "Do your best to pre-
sent yourself to God as approved, a work-
man who does not need to be ashamed
and correctly handles the word of truth (2

+ Tim 2:15).

I believe with all my heart that if
Christian education concentrates its
efforts on introducing Christ to our stu-
dents, it will transform our chutches. - St.
Andrew and St. Philip were not the same
after they met Christ. All the disciples
and the people who had the pleasure of
meeting Him were completely trans-
formed, and today it is impossible for
someorne to meet Christ and not be trans-
formed.

Ultimately, the answer to Christian
education is to find the teachers who, like
the theologian, have been transformed
and filled with the knowledge of the Lord
and are able to understand the deep things
of the Spirit of God. Iknow that they are
out there, and I pray that God touches
their hearts to come forward and be "zeal-
ous for the Lord" for the Glory of God
and the advancemerit of Christian educa-
ton.
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“Gospel, Culture and Music”, “The
Churches’ Commitment to Public Education
at the Edge of a New Century”, “Theology
and Ecumenism”, *Living Faithfully in
America: A - Multifaith Conversation”,
“Jubilee 20007, “The Living Word:
Translating the Good Book at the NCC”,
*Campaign 2000”, “The Prison-Industrial
Complex: Modern Slave trade”, *20/20
Vision: The Practice of Ecumenism in the
New Millennuim”; "Justice for Women”,
“Ending Poverty as We Know It at Home
and Around the World”, “Reading the God
Book Today and in the New Millennuim”,
“Challenging Racism”, *The National Faith
Communities and Universal Health Care
Gathering”, “Welcoming Strangers”,
“Inclusiveness and Justice”, “Pillars of Peace
for the 2lst Century”, “The Church in the
City”, “Faith and Pullic Action”.
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PREIATE ATTENDS MEETINGS IN ARMENIA

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, attended meetings in Armenia during September, relat-
ed to the 17th Century Commemoration of which His Eminence is one of the co-chair-
men. Oshagan Srpazan also attended the Armenia - Diaspora Conference which took
place in Armenia.

During the three-day meeting of the 17th Centenary Committee, committee mem-
bers had the opportunity to see and discuss all of the new initiatives which have been
taken and especially the programs planned by the various dioceses. The meeting was
opened by His Eminence Archbishop Nerses Bozabalian, locum tenens of the Holy
Mother See of Etchmiadzin, The overall report was presented by Archbishop Ashjian,
Executive Secretary of the central committee. The report provided details about publi-
cations, renovations of monasteries and churches, international seminars and other
events and programs.

One day prior to the meeting Archbishop Ashjian had presented his report to the
State committee in order to coordinate the work of state and church.

Very Rev. Fr. Nareg Alemezian presented the report on behalf of Holy See of
Cilicia providing details of the many programs that have been initiated by the Cilician
See and its dioceses.

Major topics of discussion included the building of the Cathedral in Yerevan, the
renovations of churches and monasteries throughout Armenia and Karabagh as well as
in the Diaspora and upcoming exhibitions in St. Petersburg, London and Geneva

The Diaspora Conference which took place 22-23 September included represnta-
tives of all major organizations and institutions in Armenia and the Diaspora.
Representing the Eastern Prelacy were Archbishop Oshagan and Mr. Zohrab Tazian,
from the United States and Bishop Khajag Hagopian and Edward Froundjian from the
Canadian vicarage.

His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia, spoke to the confer-
ence emphasizing the importance of acting as one nation and one people. “There were
many good presentations,” said Archbishop Oshagan, “especially Dennis Papazian on
behalf of the Armenian organizations in Eastern U.S.A., and Rev. Movses Janbazian
on behalf of the Armenian Missionary Association of America. It was an unprece-
dented meeting and we hope that the results will bring about positive actions.”

Blessing of bread and salt at the school of Oshagan

While in Armenia, Archbishop Oshagan also visited the Prelacy offices in Yerevan
through which the charitable projects of the Prelacy in Armenia and Karabagh are
channeled. “I found our office to be very efficient. We have dedicated staff members
who work very diligently in overseeing our projects, especially the 800 orphans who
receive assistance,” said the Archbishop. He also visited Oshagan and on behalf of Mr.
Zohrab Tazian contributed $1500 to the local school.

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan and Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian visiting the school of
Oshagan.



