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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

This article is from a book by His Holiness Catholicos Aram I, Son of God, Sen of Man (Antelias,
1999), pages 11-21, translated by the Armmenian Religious Education Council (AREC) of the

Eastern Prelacy.

"Who is this man?" was a mind-torment-
ing question for people during the earthly min-
istry of Jesus Christ. Some had come to know
him as the son of Mary and Joseph, a simple
and pious couple living in the city of Nazareth.
Others, and particularly his disciples, looked
at him with astonishment and at times even
with doubt. Jesus knew all too well the exist-
ing uncertainty about his identity in the minds
of people. One day, while alone with his disci-
ples, He posed a question to them, saying:
"What do the people say about me and who do
they say that I am?" The disciples replied say-
ing that "Some say John the Baptist; others,

_Elijah; still others, that one of the ancient

prophets has arisen.” Turning to his disciples,
Jesus says, "Who do you say that I am?" Peter
immediately answers by saying, "The Christ
[Messiah] of God" (Luke 9:18-20).

Volumes, enough to fill huge libraries,
have been written about Christ. Extensive
studies and profound interpretations have been
made - starting from the Church Fathers to
contemporary theologians - about the various
aspects of the person and ministry of Christ.
However, the "Christ-mystery" remains the
same. Theology, through revelation, attempts,
and will always attempt, to understand and
explain the Christ event. However, it is only
through the power of faith that it is possible to
truly know Jesus Christ, like Apostle Peter's
testimony of faith.

As in the past, christology in contempo-
rary theology as well has a central place. In
reality, Christian theology is Christocentric in
its approach and mindset. In other words, all
theological issues are one way or another con-
nected to the incarnation and to the mystery of
the saving work (economy) of the Son of God.

Let us now fry to understand, as much as
possible, the person and the work of the incar-
nate Son of God.

A clear, simple, and complete description
of the person and mission of Christ is given in
the Profession of Faith of our Church.

"We believe that one of the three persons,
God the Word, who is begotten of the Father
before all ages, in time descended into the
God-bearer [Mother of God], Virgin Mary,
taking of her blood [i.e., of her substance]
united it with His Divinity, staying nine
months in the womb of the pure Virgin. And the
perfect God became perfect man with soul,
mind and body. He became one person, one
prosopon, and united one nature. God became
man without changing and without alteration.
He was conceived without seed and was born
without corruption. As His Divinity is without
beginning, so is His humanity without end
For Jesus Christ is the same always, yester-
day, today and forever' (Hebrews 13:8).

"We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ
walked about on earth. After thirty years He
came o be baptized. The Father bore witness

from above This is my beloved Son’ (Matthew
3:17), and the Holy Spirit descended upon
Him in the form of a dove. He was tempted by
Satan and defeated him. He preached salva-
tion to men. He labored in body, fatigued, hun-
gered and thirsted. Then He came voluntarily
to suffer He was crucified and died in the
body, but remained alive in the Divinity. The
body was placed in the tomb, united with the
Divinity, and in the spirit He descended into
hell without being separated from the Divinity.
He preached to the spirits, destroyed hell, and
freed the spirits. Three days later He rose from
the dead and appeared to the disciples.

"We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ
ascended to heaven with the same body and sat
at the right hand of the Father. We believe also
that He will come with the same body and with
the glory of the Father to judge the living and
the dead, and all people will be reswrrected.”

Son of Ged

Jesus Christ was the Son of God who one
day by the will of His Father became incarnate
in the manger in Bethlehem. Therefore, Christ,
as Son of God, existed before His incarnation.
The Apostle John says that "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God" (John 1:1). The same
Apostle affirms in his letter: "He who was
with the Father and was revealed to us" (1
John 1:3).

Therefore, God the Son is one of the three
persons of the Holy Trinity. The Church has
formulated her faith about the Holy Trinity in
the following way:

{Continued on page 2)
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V. Rev. Fr. Yeghishe Manjikian
Assumes the Pastorship of
North Andover Church

On Sunday, December 12, 1999, Very
Rev. Yeghishe Manjikian was officially
installed as the new pastor of St. Gregory
Church of North Andover. The day also
marked the 29th anniversary of the church.

His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan, prelate, accompanied by Jack
Mardoian, Esq., Chairman of the Executive
Council armived North Andover on Saturday
evening and celebrated the Divine Liturgy the
following morning. During the Liturgy the
Archbishop ordained four acolytes.

Following the Divine Liturgy a banquet
was held, during which the new pastor was
formally introduced to the community.

Father Manjikian was born in Kessab,
Syria, in 1942 and was named Ara at his bap-
tism. He received his elementary education in
Beirut, Lebanon and in 1956 was admitted to
the Armenian Theological Seminary of
Antelias. He was ordained deacon in 1960
and upon graduation from the Theological
Seminary in 1963, he was ordained celibate
priest and renamed father Yeghishe.

After a one year teaching career at the
Seminary and Mardigian elementary school of
Antelias, in 1964 he was invited to New Julfa,
Iran to teach at the Armenian Studies program
of Isfahan State University. His tenure at the
Isfahan University lasted for ten years.

In 1974 father Yeghishe came to US.A.
and for two years attended the Armenian
Studies Program at Columbia University. In
1976 he moved to Catifornia and assumed pas-
toral and teaching duties in the communities of
Montebello, Encino and Frezno respectively.
In 1981 he was elevated to the rank of
Dzayrakuyn Vardapet by Coadjutor
Catholicos Karekin IT of Cilicia.

In 1983 Father Yeghishe was appointed
Catholicosal Vicar for the Diocese of Cyprus,
where his tenure lasted for 14 long years, until
1997. In 1997 he returned to U.S.A. and was
assigned to the pastorship of St. Gregory the
Tluminator Church of Vancouver, Canada.

Father Yeghishe is the author of many
articles and several books. During the past 15
years he has also been active in ecumenical
circles, serving in a number of committees of
the Middle East Council of Churches and the
World Council of Churches. He is fluent in
several languages, including Armenian,
English, Persian and Greek.

(Continued from page 1)
"We believe in the Holy Trinity, one nature

and one divinily, not three gods, but one God,
one will, one kingdom, one dominion, creator
of all things visible and invisible" (Profession
of Faith).

This means that in the Holy Trinity there
are not three divinities or beings with three
different centers of activity. The Trinity is one
and undivided unity in three. It is such a unity
where, as Patriarch Ormanian says, "Neither
does the unity deny the triunity, nor does the
triunity deny the unity” (Deghik Asdvadzapa-
noutian, 52).

Bearing in mind that God in His revelation
appears to human beings as Trinity and that
the revelation of God is self-revelation, where
the revealer and the revealed is the same God,
therefore, the same God is also three and one
in Himself.

The three persons of the Holy Trinity - the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit - are dif-
ferent from each other in their properties and
in their manner of being and acting. The dis-
tinctiveness or identity of each person lies in
his differences vis-a-vis the other persons.
Their inner inter-relationships as well are
based on the distinctiveness of their persons
and action. Thus, the Father is unbegotten and
is without beginning. The Father is Father
because He is the cause - the cause of the
begetting of the Son and of the procession of
the Spirit. The Son is born from the nature of
the Father without flesh and from the begin-
ning. The Spirit proceeds from the Father.
There was not a time when there was the
Father only and when the Son and the Spirit
were not in existence. Father, Son and Spirit
have always and etemally been together, and
have acted together in different modes and
responsibilities. Father, Son and Spirit are co-
essential and co-substantial and co-equal. The
order of their priority is connected only to
their specific functions and to their inter-rela-
tionships.

The Incarnation of Son of God

As we pointed out, the Son of God exists
eternally with the Father and the Holy Spirit.
And one day the Son of God became incarnate
in Bethlehem and was revealed to the world.

According to the testimony of the gospels,
the only-begotten Son of God was born of the
Holy Virgin Mary, in the manger of
Bethiehem. The birth of Jesus occurred under
miraculous circumstances. A pious Jew by the
name of Joseph living in the city of Nazareth
was engaged to Mary, also a pious Jew. One
day the angel appeared to Mary and revealed
to her that she will give birth to the Son of
God, the awaited Messiah. And that is how it
happened. Indeed, the life and the mission of
Jesus, the miracles he performed, the main
events of his life, and finally his crucifixion,
resurrection and ascension - all these are
recorded in detail in the gospels. Concerning
the birth of Christ, however, it is imperative to
bear in mind the following.

1. Jesus was born from Mary, being con-
ceived of the Holy Spirit. In other words, there
is absolutely no human intervention in the
birth of Jesus. This truth is foundational for
the Christian faith, and since ancient times it
has been stressed with special significance by
all churches. According to the teachings of the
Roman Catholic Church, St. Mary, Mother of
God, in her turn is also born through an im-
maculate conception from St. Anna. The Ar-
menian Church, as well as the Orthodox and
Protestant Churches, do not accept this view.

2. Christ is born from St. Mary, the
Mother of God, as a perfect man, by taking
upon himself all the properties of human
nature except for the sin of Adam.

3. St_Mary Mother of God became the
chosen of God, from whom God took His
flesh. Mary became God-bearer [Mother of
God, Asdvadzadzin, Theotokos], in other
words, the woman who gave birth to God. And
as such, she has her modest place and role in
Christ's salvific mission. In the early years of
church history, heretics tried to negate the role
of St. Mary by saying that God cannot be born
from a human being, and they designated her
as anthropotokos [Mother of man, Martadzin].
The Church, however, powerfully opposed
them by reaffirming the testimony of the Gos-
pel concerning St. Mary, the Mother of God.

The Person of Christ

The gospels portray Christ as God-man.
Christ first appeared to people as a man, like
all men, living with men, eating, walking,
rejoicing and weeping. However, through the
miracles that He performed, His immediate
circle of disciples saw the presence of God in
Him.

Speaking about the presence of the divine
and human natures in Christ, St. Nerses
Shnorhali says: "ds a man he was nurtured by
milk; as God he was glorified by the angels.
For thirty years He walked about the earth
until the fullness of human stature; as a man
He was baptized by the servant (John the
Baptist); and as the Son of the Most High, He
was witnessed by Satan, and as God, He
defeated the tempter. As a man he hungered,
thirsted, slept, wept and fatigued according to
human law. As God, he performed wonders
and miracles; He showed divine power"
(Sakhmank Havado).

It is essential, however, to stress that in the
New Testament the person of Christ is depict-
ed as one person, God and man at the same
time. In the New Testament it is never spoken
about Christ as man and Christ as God sepa-
rately, but always together. When Christ as
God performed miracles, the man was always
present there, and vice versa.

The main christological issues until the
fifth century focused on two concems: 1) The
divinity of Christ - in other words, how God,
while remaining perfect God, became also
perfect man. 2) What form and expression did
the inner inter-relationship of the divine and
human natures of Christ have?

Of all the heretical movements in the early
centuries of Church history, Gnosticism was
the most powerful, which doubted the incarna-
tion of Christ. Gnostics regarded matier as a
source of evil; and therefore, the incarnation
of Christ, being God's participation in matter,
was unacceptable; Christ appeared as a man,
but He did not assume human nature in its
totality and fullness. From this position
emerged a heretical thinking, which in Church
history is known by the name of Docetism.
The Church was naturally going to oppose
such modes of thinking because they jeopar-
dize the doctrine of salvation - which is based
on Son of God's total appropriation of the
complete human nature. The Gnostic move-
ment was followed by Adoptionism and
Subordinationismn, which were also anathe-
matized and rejected by the Church as heresy.

During this early period of Church history,
there were two christological schools of
thought known by the names of Antiochian
and Alexandrian. Their central concern was
the inter-relationship between the human and
divine natures of Christ. To preserve the total-
ity and integrity of the two natures of Christ
and the distinct properties of each, the
Antiochian thinking put the emphasis on the
duality of the two natures of Christ. On the
other hand, the Alexandrnian christology
stressed with great significance the unity of
the person of Christ, having the divine nature
as the center of gravity.

Thus, on the one hand, the strong empha-
sis on the unity of human and divine natures of

(Continued on page 4)
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Archbishop Oshagan Visits the New Ambassador of Armenia

©On Wednesday, December 8, 1999, His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan,
Prelate of the Eastern United States and Canada travelled to Washington D.C. and accompanied
by Archpriest Khoren Habeshian, pastor of Sourp Khatch Church of Bethesda, MD paid a cour-
tesy visit fo His Excellency Armand Guiragossian, the newly appointed Ambassador of the
Republic of Armenia.

Archbishop Oshagan congratulated the Ambassador and wished him full success in his new
diplomatic mission. During the hour long meeting, the Ambassador and the Archbishop
reviewed the general situation in Armenia following the tragic events of October 27, 1999 and
the sole of the church in the life of the Armenian community of America. Archbishop Oshagan
assured the Ambassador of his continued support and cooperation.

Following his meeting with the Ambassador Archbishop Oshagan also had the opportunity to
meet with Mr. Vartan Barseghian, representative of the Republic of Artsakh in Washington D. C.
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Deacon ordained at Armenian Church
Thomas Mattson, The Blackstone Valley Tribune

The ordination of the son of a prominent local family to the deaconate of the Armenian
Apostolic Church and of two other local persons as sub-deacons was the occasion Sunday for
what seemed to many an unparalleled liturgical magnificence.

But "magnificence"” is a word denoting a spectacle.

The inaccuracy of that is that a three-hour Armenian ordination service transcends spectacle
into the realm of an all-embracing state of mind, heart and spirit.

The base-register chanting of priests, the candles, the incense, the peculiarity middle-castern,
tambourine-like "shakers" with their small bells, the silver "suns" at the tip of scepter rods that
sub-deacons hold close before their gaze, the antiphonal response from the choir, the closing and
opening of a wine-red curtain separating the altar from the congregation, the children filing in
from church school downstairs to be seated and sing for a few moments, the elderly grasping
the knobs at the ends of pews for support on their way back to the congregation after confession
before the high priest - all is the effusion of grace and genius from many centuries of adherence
to the faith of their fathers.

Jeffery Kalusdian, 45, son of Sebouh and Margaret Kalousdian of Whitinsville, was ordained
a deacon after having served some 25 years as a sub-deacon. Although he grew up in this com-
munity and is a 1972 graduate of Northridge High School, he lives and works in Newport,
Rhode Island, as district operations manager of NEXCOM, a service support command for the
U.S. Navy.

At one point in the service, Kalousdian knelt for a long time and, while His Eminence,
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan of New York, prelate of the Eastern United States and Canada,
chanted the words for ordination, Kalousdian cupped his hands to his ears, symbolically listen-
ing to and waiting for the word of the Lord.

Leading the choir was Grace Kazarian, long a prominent singer in area churches and other cir-
cles. Kazarian has a rich, contralto voice that is just as beautiful and moving today as it was
decades ago. The voice of another choir member, a soprano, was unwavering and clear. Each
provided a foil for the other, with the rest of the dozen or so in the choir blending in to create a
background warmth. The sub-deacons ordained were Raffi Samkiranian, a senior at Northridge
High School who has been active in the Armenian Apostolic Church for several years, and Diran
DerKosrofian, 34, also of town.

Assisting Archbishop Choloyan was the Rev. Aram Stepanian, pastor of St. Asdvadzadzin
Armenian Apostolic Church.

Coincidentally, it was the 42nd anniversary of the founding of the local church. To celebrate
that fact, the congregation met for dinner after the services at Pleasant Valley Country Club in
Sutton.

Nearly 200 worshipers attended the ordination service.
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Visit of the Prime Minister of Artsakh
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From left to right: ¥ R. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Ambassador Movses Abelian, Prime Minister
Anoushavan Tanielian, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan and Mr. Vahan Ter Ghevontian

In October 1999, Mr. Ansoushavan Tanielian, the Prime Minister of Artsakh, accompanied
by Mr. Vahan Ter Ghevontian, Executive Director of Hayastan All-Armenian Fund visited
U.S.A. to promote the construction project of a 169 km long highway in Artsakh, also called
“The Backbone of Karabagh.”

During his two days visit to New York, the Prime Minister paid a courtousey visit to His
Eminenece Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of Eastern United States and Canada, on
Wednesday, October 20. Accompanying the Prime Minister were Mr. Vahan Ter Ghevontian and
Mrs. Marian Kibarian, Executive Director of Armenia Fund US A.

During the meeting the Prime Minister was surprised and excited when introduced to 2 name
sake Very Rev. Father Anoushavan Taniclian, Vicar General of the Eastern Prelacy.

The same evening, the Prelate and Father Anoushavan attended a reception in honor of the
Prime Minister, hosted by His Excellency Ambasssador Movses Abelian, Permanent
Representative of the Republic of Armenia at the United Nations.

On Thursday, October 21, the Prelate hosted a lunceon for the Prime Minister and his
entourage.
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Christ by the Alexandrian school, and on the
other, the expressed concern of the Antiochian
school for preserving the properties and dis-
tinctiveness of the natures of Christ intact -
these tendencies gave rise to christological
controversies in the life of the church, such as
Nestorianism, Monophysitism, Diophysi-
tism, Apollinarianism, Eutychianism, and
others. The Council of Chalcedon (451) be-
came the culmination of these controversies.
Because of the christological stance adopted
by this council, the Church for the first time in
history was subjected to an inner division.
Even afier the Council of Chalcedon the chris-
tological controversies continued. The inner
inter-relationship of the divine and human
natures of Christ remains to this day one of the
main reasons for the division of churches.

In light of this historical background,
without getting into details, it is imperative to
know the doctrinal position of our Church
regarding the above-mentioned issues.

1. The incarnation is the direct interven-
tion of God in history, by assuming total and
complete human nature. The Word (the Son of
God), who existed from the beginning,
became man. This truth of the Gospel consti-
tutes the basis of the Armenian Church chris-
tology, which has always followed the
Alexandnan thinking.

2. Christ, as one person, has one center of
operation. But in one person, the divine and
human natures are united without confusion,
without mixture and without alteration. By
coming together, the divine and human natures
did not unite to each other; rather God the
Word united the human nature to Himself.
Thus, the center of unity is the Word.

3. The divine and human natures are pre-
sent in the person of Christ in their wholeness,
in their totality and with all their properties,
cxcept for the sin of Adam. The unity of the
two natures is so profound and indissoluble
that after unity it is not possible to speak about
two natures - but only in theory. This is why
the well-known formula of St. Cyril of
Alexandria - "One is the nature of the incar-
nate Word" - remains the comerstone of our
Church's christology. However, when we say
"one nature." it should not be understood as a
numerical oneness but a united oneness:
divine and human united nature in the one per-
son of Christ.

Concerning the person and mission of
Christ, there are boundless references and
explanations with splendid images in the apos-
tolic letters, in the literature of our Church
Fathers, in the liturgy, and in the hymns. It is
worth reading and rereading them with care in
our continuous spritual effort to come to know
Christ. <



