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ARMENIAN CHRISTMAS AND
PRELATE’S RECEPTION
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Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan gives Holy Communion to Christina Keheian, 5,
held by Archpriest Fr. Moushegh Der Kaloustian. Deacons Shant Kazanjian

Krikor Lakissian and Raffi Kizirian served the altar
Photo by Harry Koundakjian

His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan celebrated the Armenian Christmas
Divine Liturgy at the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral on Thursday, Jamuary 6, 2000. More
than 200 faithful filled the cathedral and most of them received Holy Communion. The
Divine Liturgy was concluded with the Blessing of the Water by the Archbishop.

The same evening the Prelate’s annual Christmas reception hosted by Archbishop
Oshagan and organized by the Prelacy Ladies Guild, took place at the Vahakn and
Hasmig Hovnanian Hall of the Prelacy. During the reception hours, between 6 and 9
p.m. more than 200 guests, including Ambassador and Mrs. Movses Abelian, perma-
nent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the U. N., visited the Prelacy to
express their greetings to Archbishop Oshagan.

The traditional Home Blessing ceremony was performed by Very Rev. Fr.
Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General of the Prelacy and pastor of St. Sarkis Church of
Douglaston, N.Y,, Rev. Archpriest Fr. Moushegh Der Kaloustian, pastor of St.
Tiluminator’s Cathedral of New York and Rev. Archpriest Fr. Vahrich Shirinian. The
Prelate addressed the guests with warm words of welcome and Christmas greetings.

From left to right, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Archpriest Fr. Moushegh

Der Kaloustian, Ambassador and Mrs, Movses Abelian and V. Rev. Fr.
Anoushavan Tanielian

THEOPHANY:
THE WATERS OF IDENTITY

Deacon Shant Kazanjian

After all the hoopla surrounding
January 1, 2000, the Armenian Church
began the millennium with the celebra-
tion of the events that ushered the new
age: the Birth and the Theophany of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The new-
ness is not in the calendar dating system.
It is rather in the ultimate new reality that
God brought to this world through His
only-begotten Son, Jesus the Christ

The main focus of the feast of
Theophany is Christ's baptism. The word
theophany (Asdvadz-a-haydnootioun)
means manifestation or appearance of
God. With symbolic movements and
images, hymns and prayers, and readings
from the Old and the New Testaments of
the Bible, the Ammenian Church com-
memorates the baptism of Christ with the
service of the Blessing of the Water.

It was in the muddy waters of the
Jordan River that Christ's identity and
mission was revealed and manifested.
And it was in the sanctified waters of the
Jordan River that we were defined.
Theophany is as much the celebration of
our baptism as it is Christ's. A word on
each.

1. Identity of Christ Revealed
The story of Christ's baptism, as told
by St. Matthew, is presented to us as God
coming to His people to save them. The
wildemess of Judea is the setting of the
event. John the Baptist proclaiming:
"Repent for the kingdom of heaven has
come near." The people of Jerusalem and
throughout Judea went out to John, con-
fessing their sins, and were baptized by
him. According to St. Matthew, John is
"the one of whom the prophet Isaiah
spoke when he said, The voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight"
(Matthew 3:1-3). The prophecy of Isaiah
was spoken to the Israclites in exile about
the Lord's coming to His people to lead
them out of the Babylonian exile through
the desert back to Palestine. St Matthew
shows us that that prophecy is being ful-
filled. John is the voice; he is paving the
way for the Lord. This is not an ordinary
happening. John was not conducting a
spiritual retreat in the wilderness when
people thronged to the Jordan River for
baptism. He was not offering them a ritu-
al of purification, to which they would
have to return time and again. No. He was
preparing the people of God for a decisive
saving event: The coming of the Lord.
Indeed, this event was going to mark a
new beginning, the beginning of God's
final and ultimate act in the drama of the

salvation history of His people.
(Continued on page 2)
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As John was baptizing, there comes
one from Galilee to be baptized. "Just as
he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting on Him. And the voice from
heaven said, "This is my Somn, the beloved,
with whom I am well pleased™ (Matthew
3:16-17). Thus, the identity and mission
of Christ, proclaimed by an angel earlier
in the Gospel, is now proclaimed and con-
firmed through God's revelation. The
prophecy of Isaiah regarding the coming
Lord is fulfilled in the person of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.

2. Christ's Mission

Of course, Jesus did not need to be
baptized. He needed no repentance, for
He knew no sin (2 Corinthians 5:21). He
is "The Lamb of God who takes away the
sins of the world" (John 1:29). No wonder
John was perplexed when Jesus came to
him. Refusing to baptize Christ, John
said, ™ I need to be baptized by you, and
do you come to me?' But Jesus answered
him, Let it be so now; for it is proper for
us 1n this way to fulfill all righteousness™
(Matthew. 3:14-15).

In beautiful poetic imagery, the hymn
of Theophany shows that even the Jordan
River is taken aback when Christ comes
to baptism. Creation recognizes its
Creator in awe: "Oh amazing and great
mystery made manifest! God the creator
coming to the River Jordan. He willed to
be baptized of His servant and the fore-
rnunner would not baptize. Hearing this,
the niver Jordan tumed to fly, wave after
wave becoming a messenger. O river, fear
not, for I am your creator, I have come to
be baptized and wash away sins." (Hymn
from the service of the Blessing of the
Water, Four Ceremonies of the Armenian
Apostolic Church by Rev. Fr. Nerses
Manoogian. Also read Psalm 114.)

By His baptism, Christ identifies with
all those who were being baptized in the
wilderness, thus with all of us, in every
respect (Hebrews 2:14-18). He meets the
people in the wilderness - a place of exile
and punishment - not to lead them out of
a geographical exile, but to save them
from their captivity of sin, death and
Satan. He stoops down to our fallen con-
dition to raise us up and make us citizens
of His Father's kingdom. In short, the Son
of God becomes one of us to make us
sons and daughters of God.

Although the ultimate saving work of
Christ was accomplished through His
death and resurrection, the hymns and
prayers of the Blessing of the Water por-
tray Chnist as triumphing over the powers
of Satan when He entered the waters of
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the Jordan River. "The Savior bruised the head
of the serpent in the Jordan River" and "... Your
Only-Begotten Son with his mighty power
trampled the waters down under His heels and
destroyed the great beast..."

3. Our Identity

To appreciate the significance of this
event, we have to recall another episode
from the Old Testament found in Joshua
chapter 3, which is also read at the
Service of the Blessing of the Water.
After forty years in the wildemness, the
Israelites ended up to the east side of the
Jordan River, beyond which is the
Promised Land, a land flowing with milk
and honey. It was Joshua who led the
people of God across the Jordan River to
the Promised Land.

Parting the Jordan River is a type of
crossing the Red Sea, which St. Paul
interprets as a kind of baptism. "I do not
want you to be unaware, brothers and sis-
ters, that our ancestors were all under the
cloud, and all were baptized into Moses in
the cloud and in the sea” (1 Corinthians
10:1-2, another reading from the service
of the Blessing of the Water). The
Exodus, the Red Sea, the wildemess and
finally entering the Promised Land
through the Jordan River - these were
identity forming events for the people of
God. It made them who they were.

Just as Joshua led the Israelites to the
Promised Land across the Jordan River
(Joshua 3:17), now the new Joshua, Jesus
(Yeshua in Aramaic or Jesous in Greek)
leads the people of God into the Kingdom
of His Father.

Those who want to belong to the peo-
ple of God must follow the New Joshua,
Jesus, the only one able to lead them out
of their exile into the Kingdom of God,
provided that they accept Him as the Lord
and live by His teachings.

Following Chnst means identifying with
Him fully and committing oneself to Him total-
ly. In the language of the New Testament, this
means we have to be baptized.

If we tum to the end of the Gospel of St
Matthew, we read in Chapter 28 that the resur-
rected Jesus appears to His disciples and com-
missions them, saying: " All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore
and make disciples of all mations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that I have commanded you
And remember, I am with you always, to the
end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).

Indeed, the scriptures and the Church
teach us that it is in and through our bap-
tism into Christ that we were made into
what we are: Members of God's family,
adopted sons and daughters of God; tem-
ples of the Holy Trnity, ... Just as the
identity of Christ was revealed and pro-

claimed in the waters of the Jordan River, |

so is our identity etched in our beings in
the baptismal waters.

Christ defines us. Under the baptismal
waters, it is not status or wealth or gender
or ethnicity or nationality that defines us.
It 1s Christ. Any compromise would be
tantamount to forfeiting our baptism into
Christ, which is the sin of all sins.

It 1s after having confessed and wor-
shiped the God who is defined and identi-
fied to us in the Biblical narratives, hav-
ing glorified His mighty deeds, having
proclaimed His mercy and love towards
us, having affirmed our identity in Him,
that the Church prays to God to send His
Holy Spint upon the water and bless it.
Yes, the polluted water becomes a source
of sanctification, healing and every bless-
ing for those who find their indentity in
Christ the Lord:

Now therefore, O Lord, come near unto
us by Your Holy Spirit and bless this

ARCHBISHOP OSHAGAN ORDAINS SEVEN ACOLYTES AT
STS. VARTANANTZ CHURCH

November 28, 1999 was a memorable day for the faithful of Sts. Vartanantz
Church in Ridgefield, N.J.

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of Eastern United States and Canada, per-
formed the Divine Liturgy and ordained seven acolytes: Hagop Apkarian, Gary and
John Khatcherian, Armen and Joe Garabedian, Taniel Nshanian, and Hagop Kiledjian,
who served the church for many years as Sunday School interns, candle bearers, and
altar boys.

While the choir sang "Aysor Oorakhatsial Tzendzan," sponsor Rev. Fr.
Khatchadour Boghossian led the candidates to the Altar, where they knelt before the
Archbishop. The ceremony began with prayers and psalms, as the Archbishop ques-
tioned if the candidates were worthy to serve as acolytes.

Rev. Fr. Khatchadour Boghossian witnessed on behalf of the faithful for their ser-
vices to the church. Archbishop Choloyan cut a bit of their hair and they were given
the broom with the right of cleaning the church. The candidates received their first
right as the Archbishop handed them the key with the responsibility of opening and
closing the church, commanding "to always be ready to open the door of the church
for all who wish to enter.”

Then the candidates were given their second right of reading the psalms and the
Epistles of the Apostles. Archbishop Choloyan bestowed upon them the third order of
exorcism, commanding them to "persecute dirty and unclean spirits from the souls of
the people." They also received the Book of the Order of Ritnals or Canons of our
church, Mashdotz, and were requested to take the book and learn by heart the "renun-
ciation" recited in the service of baptism, and to place their hands on the sick.

Finally they were given the right to light the chandeliers, the lantems and the candles of the
church.  They were also authorized to prepare the host and the wine for Mass.  Archbishop
Choloyan recited "Lord God, with the rays of your Holy Spirit enlighten the minds and souls of
these acolytes, that they may serve your Holy Church.”

Also participating in the ceremony was retired pastor Rev. Fr. Archpriest Vahrich
Shirinian, Deacons Varkes Tekirian, Gostan Tcharkhutian, Zohrab Zakarian, Harout
Takvorian, and Hagop Takayan, and Armen Babamian conducted the choir.

The Archbishop addressed the acolytes and the faithful with inspiring words. He appreciated
the acolytes for their choice to serve the church, and to be an example for their friends. He also
thanked the parents who instilled Christian education in their chikiren and the love for their church.
Archbishop Choloyan invited all to remain faithful to their legacy and to uphold our national and
religious traditions and sacred values.

Following the ceremony, the board of trustees organized a luncheon honoring the
seven newly ordained acolytes. Berj Massoyan, vice-chairman of the board, was mas-
ter of ceremonies for a special program. Taline Apkarian recited "Yegeghetzin
Haigagan" and Marie Kiledjian recited "Loosavortchi Ganteghe."

Words of congratulation, appreciation gratitude, and blessings were also presented
by Zarmair Setrakian, chairman, Rev. Fr. Khatchadour Boghossian, pastor, and
Archbishop Choloyan.

The Service of the Blessing of the Water begins with the choir singing the hymn
Looys ee Looso (Light from Light) while the priest in a procession carries the
dove-shaped vessel containing the Holy Muron to the altar, where a basin filled
with water is placed. Then the scriptural readings begin: five passages from the
Old Testament, including Isaiah 12:3-6, Joshua 3:14-17, Fxodus 15: 22-26, 2
Kings 2: 19-22, and Fzekiel 47:1-12; a reading from St. Paul's First Letter to the
Corinthians 10:1-4; and finally the episode of Christ's baptism as told in the
Gospel of Christ according to St. Matthew chapter 3:1-17. A litany, hymns and a
lengthy prayer for the blessing of water (attributed to St. Basil the Greay) follow.
The cross, which the celebrant had immersed into the water, is taken out of the
basin and is given to the godfather of the cross. The celebrant pours the Holy
Muron into the water from a dove-shaped vessel while singing the hymn Arakelo
Aghavno (The dove that was sent from on high). With the final blessing and
singing of Amen, Alleluia, the service concludes. At the end of the service the
believers receive blessed water to take home with them.

water, that this may be for the building-
up of homes, for the healing of the sick,
Jor the salvation of souls and bodies,
and for goodness in fulfillment of all
needs. For you are merciful, God that
loves mankind. ... O Lord our God, bless
this water and make it for the cleansing
of Your servants. ... And implant through
this the grace of Your all-powerful Holy
Spirit in us, thereby granting us health

and wholeness and victory over the
power of the Most Evil One. And may
we all through this be worthy of Your
help and may we be received, healed
and sanctified by You, and may we
always glorify the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit, now and always and
unto the ages of ages. Amen.

(Prayer from the Blessing of the Water
service.)
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Pupk, Yp pupk Skpp znGhpp
lfmpllng, nt ... gl §p qunll qubinGf
bv uwnwd, upubpp Ywupnympbwmb,
UhGsgbn Yp noqulighl YnyGwlyGhpp
dwyp bybnkghGbpny, npnlg bpghtib-
pouli vl §’bpgnih hbvamuyjwn...

- b jbpypp puquyoppd, p
Ywprphl hwlniphil..

oup kg 1-LG

qUpuinpmipbandp  UdbGuyG huyng
U.U.0.88. Gwphqhl B. YwmpnnhYnupb
bv Zwmjwuwnwbh Zwbpumybnm pbub
Gwpwuwqmh i;np]nﬁ YubdmphiG Shup
(tnykpp ‘PoswpbwGpl: PoppG wy
uopbghl wylowphh Jununmpbuwd,
fwpyng bnpuypmipbwG by uppn)
hwdwp: Popep6 wj wyopbghl Ubp
bybnkginy wuydbwnm pbwb, fphuwnn-
Gtwlwl hwiunnfh Jonpugdwb b fkp
huypbGhfh nv dngnynipphl pupe-
poipbwl hwdwp: M Stp, {wnopbGf
np jubu hwqupuiep pjpwmunpbb-
powl wnopfp i fmu pwpmipbunfpy
yunuujwbbu mﬁnﬂg: ﬂ'l{ Sl:p, pek
wyfiyjku np wdpnyy qujpf dJudwbwml-
GbpmG Mty fEiwGf hwrwwnwmppd Pbqh
bv wnwfbujp fmu Ybwlfhy o Uab-
wnupwbhy:

Uji wwnbl Rphuwnnup Thlnbwb
2000wdbwljp wpdbgnigwd b wpdb-
wnpwd yhwh ppube

8hyblf Gwhye np 2000 pnuwmlubp
SSwdbwlii t Uwphibwl bGnbnGhG:
TMpwpwnwpwp 1915p wpbiu whghuy
gupmb Yp yunfubh: Duluylb wp-
gqupniphiip bv hpuwimbGfp wwpwn-
wuwlinippilp pong whgbwp uwwndo-
pbul ;fGwG: Ubp Gwhwwnwyibpmb
Yulsp whwf b pubh qunbuy fbqp,
opytuqh GwliGwGf b YwunwpbGf
wyfi hl; np npyku uppuqul wwp-
wnuinpoiphill Yo quy hrpwmfGugpip
hwynt hnqhpG:
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704 poimiwGhG  wpwmqqlGbpm
wpwp Yupd qopwwpp wlhpwubun
Upgpidbibfh hpndupinmlm] huy ho-
ppwGlbpne v qopwyjwplbpnr hbwn
puguynipbwl quyhGf YGfbne ww-
wpniwlyny, Vwjppgbrwbh fwyp Byb-
nbginj ULy huu_mfhg qbphﬁf n1 hpnbh
wnumny hllhrlhghﬁ qbpbqUuliph bpw-
dbg: Uwyw wpwpGbpp qughl hylowG-
Gbpnil winwgniwsfibpp Ynynupnk-
ghG, pGunwGhfibpp gbpnipbub tw-

dwulnu wwphl bu wlnlg qnfphl
bpblowGbpp gphl hpblg junnory
nupnglibpp, apykuqp TwlynpbGLG
qhpbGf onnwpwuglibG nv wlinlg huyphb-
Ghfp d'nngﬁli]_ wnwli: U.Ju lll.nfp]lllﬁhpl:ﬁ
d'l:l{ﬁ kp q~n1|_pﬁ quiunh Mnupny hy-
JowGh snpu wwpblwl npghG dw-
hwlp, np pphwwnbghf kv winilp }hn-
Jubiny dwhwp llnzhgbﬁ:

Ywhwl tudfwulnup fty pwa-
wnhwpulnibgun hpujudwfwl Yppnr-
pbudp bt wdppmybunh vwwpunpb
ULy ¥bd wywpnelih wnppwmgun:

Upnppdtnbf dbnun br wlnp ju-
enpnbght dbipw, Uhykjfmb br wuw
Odwp B, 717 poirwmlwmGhG: Ubpphlu
wpqupwdpin bt fwpywukp mbaGm-
wnpniphu fpG Lp, nrunp gbphGhpp
Jolinpulf Gbpyuyugnighl hpblg bp-
Yhpp' Zuwjuwuwnwb Ybpugunbupm:
Udhpuybwnp wpwnolbg: Qwhwl hp
Yupghl wyusbg npyluqh wpwnolini-
phifi npmp ppbG bppuwn: ki nbulib-
12t hp bphpp: byl wlop Zwjwu-
wnul Yt ywpdunppp Fphuwnn-
up fifymphwn hwiunnfp qnlilyi tp, np
Ynpulgnigwd kp ywlnil hwuwlhG:
Udhpuybunp wpwnolbg' Ybpwugun-
Guynr wuydwling:

JwhwlG Jbdwudbd GnikplGbpny
Ubibgun hp iGnwduypp, nip nb-
uun pp huypbbwyhglbpp, wnbgbljm-
gun fpbumnﬁl:m.phmﬁ lfmubﬁ bv
qug hp wGapl Ynpomiuwhl Jpwmy
UG ujuun wyopfny kv wuhbgnyni-
pbudp wlgplby hp Yhwbfp n
qUunniwmd  wuywnbp Udfniulugun
UpiGbwg Pwpqhl pyhmbh wnglwb
hbw: Uyn opbpmG Odwp wifppwubwn
Twhwmgun, Jwbhw6 wju pipp wnbhb-
1oy npnpkg dGw; Ynppl quuiwn,
dunwdbm] np Odwp wlhpuybwnh
hbwn hwdwdwjiniwd Twudwulnu k-
puqunfwm  Jununnudp  yhwh
umpq.ntll: UmllmJﬁ wl pp finfhb 1f|:2
dhywn jwulwmd nilikp np hp fphuwnnt-
bwj nunluny pipp whwnh whuywy-
dwl hwulh Twfwuyru Gop wlhpw-
yhwnhl. by wpuyku wy byun:

Ywhw( lfmuxbhg plwnwmbbof hb-
nmﬁm]_ lmeumulﬁl;ﬁ by P-lnq_mﬁxﬂlnﬁ
bwuwnwwnnihp Gpp UpBhfEG G’ wlg-
Gtp, hp YhGp hp bypujplbpnG
wnbybiugnig hpblg wuniuwmp
yunnfwnp, npolf vinpybghl Lwhu-
ip np UhiGht fGwyp: US npybtuqh bhb-
nuwluy wyppwphh gubyrmphGGbptE,
YhGp hp plwwGhfhl foy aqbg br hGE-
qhGf wdpngympbudp Uuwnnidng
Gmihpbg: UG Gbhpluywbwng Funhp
Ywpnnpynupl plnpbg np hpbl wp-
wolimiphil wwy bppumi Ghpwlh
Gqhwpwbp: UG qwg wyliwnby b wy
qiwpwllbp, mip wypbhgun Gglini-
pbudp, ywhbgnyoipbwdp: Luwn wy-
phipGbpny, wb Yp Gqbkp by hw-
qouunny, pouhl, dnjoppp hugh ytu
Y'omuunkp b pdybjht wpwnumunifoy Yp
lumn[ilzp, huufuldu.qﬁ u.‘muxﬂrmlb
opuwnpE® pL put k uhpunp jGnphfng
qopuglib) fwl Ybpwlym pGbpny: Wpl-
Phpgl:p ZpG nt Unp llmmllmpmﬁﬁbpn,
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Ye qupdugplp Uuwnidn) wwwnnih-
pwlGGbpp: UG uuugku oppuwnopk Yp
qopwluwp wuwnniwmduyhl uhpnyG oky
b Ywphwfwmphlp dwpfiulwb bhuw-
fingfbpp: Up gullwp GoyGhuy Jhm-
joipbul by wpbwb fypwnnipbub: Yju
Jonphoipgbpnyd fwwmnplg Fufwu-
Ynu bppwy, fuympbudlp jonuwnnju-
Ghy by wywhb fphunnGinvphulp’ Gu-
bunnuljmpbwl gfiny: ipwdbrn wm-
Gbiny iqGwinpGbpkl hwuun $byunlp
2pguwlip, nip nbpungl Jubwhop wwp-
qbg pp Gwdpnpymipbwl Gupuunwyp
by dwpunhpnuwbum qubyorphiGp:
Unpndnl JwGwhwypp fuguybpbkg nu
Jvpwnkg qhlif: Unipp Wwsh wolipG
hunnpymibgun b Gyl wunbl nbupf
Up nLﬁbguu np Y'pukp. «Puymibpoik
Ywhwl, npnybbunbl uyphwnh Gbhpnihb
wliqhinmpbudp juwunwpwd fhyfbpy:
Swlymippiip whwh Yuwmwpnih
Yyuynipbudp»:

UG wyy figiwwnplbpnt nugblgni-
pbudp hwuun Unippny Mnidwh fu-
qufp, mip wlppwuybwnp Yp Gup:
Udhpwybunp wbulGbny YwhwGhb
wugfuwn Jhimyp, pounugu wpdup
v nubh, hwpuwnmphib ni qgbybghly
hugnuunbbp ww), wywplwlwur np

mipwlwy fphunnbioiphilp, puyg
Ywbhwl hwuwumin fbwg hp hurumn-
fpt Jpwp Udhpwybwnp hpudwgbg
qhGf pwlwn gfib}, mip dwhwl wnop-
fny bt wunmwdvywynnpbulp wh-
goig hp opbpp: Uww wlppuybunp
bp pfwunniGGbpp nplbg npyluqh
hufngbl Jwhwbp. umllm']ﬁ Y whwl
unbjp Ubd hpfwunmpbunfp juoubgun
wlinlig:

Udhpwybwnp nbulibng ap Ywm-
bwl sh hwdoqoipp hp foy {wlsbg
quyb. Lwhwl puun. «Awlsyguy abp
dnpopoiphilip, npny qhu npuwmghf
wlighwnwly wnwnipbwlu jpywbhé,
puyg hpdw ns ‘hwnf, ny wunnhy, ny
yupghGbp jud bwpuwnmphl, ns
nwlywbf, ny pwlw, ny hmp bu ny
unip Jupny kG qhu pmdlh) ‘Rphuunn-
uh ukptl: Skpp qpu hp npnpdm-
pbudp pf dwlynipbwbu dbyfbpp
Gbpbg, bu Shpngp whwp hwwnnigm-
Ghf Ymbniwb pwdulp plgniGbmy»:

Udhpuybwnp quypubeny hpw-
lfthg np qouwnbG  qhGf Uyuytu,
Gnnplh duwbwl prlowbp Gwhuwnwmy-
mbgun Pphuwnnuph uppnjl, Tunfwu-
Ynup dty 738 pnirwimbhl, Luwnljh
unwuqg bpynywpph, 38 wnwpbljubhG:
Gppwlh fppuwnnlbwbbpp ujuwmi
thwnf wnw) Guwnnidng, uwluyl shw-
Ywpéwlbgmb wlnp fownblw) Jwjs-
ﬁmlnll uufllpmulhml:ﬁ: ‘UnJﬁ qpobpp
wbuhf fp wdhpmybunp qupbhmpb-
gnig, ntunh wlppwybwnp wpwnolinm-
phé viniun np fppunnGbwlbp whnp
dwpdhlp JbpglbG: Tpgwlh dkp huy
fphuwinlbwlbp s{uwyhG, hbwnblwpup
wunph bv jnji fphuwnnGbulbp winp
dwpdhlp wdthnhbghG owwplbpn
qbpbqfwluwnwb fty, np §p quulinrh
toruwhw fugwfhb fty: Uww Ubp-
ghwynjun (tmuwdw) buyhulnynup
Juunty Jjwjuwpwl dp yhlibg whnp
gbpbqiwlhb Jpwy: UaiwbnniphG p
Ywhwlh fpogp Yp ybpugpt hpbl
Gnihpoiwmd  «2wpdwbuph b hGa»
owpwhwbh6 bbyhlwlniphli m

bywlwlp:
frupdh Hhahpbul

«Ufunimb Unippp» ‘1““:
«Ufummb Sofip» uvprlwylibpny

Outreach jwnuwghluy phibpail
Iy whwh Gbpluymgll lwpmu-
wuwlbuyg Gybnbginy wnolimgn)-
ght hwiwméuyl hipufmbspip
wifunimb  fky  Jhrwnwlniwd
unipph p Ybubfp junf SkpniGh
wol p:




LENTEN PROGRAM at the PRELACY

Lent is a 6-week communal faith journey to help believers realize
ever more fully their calling as Christians. Two clements are indis-
pensable for this jouney: Prayer and the study of the Word of God.
The Ammenian community in the NY-NJ region is invited to make the
Prelacy Program part of its Lenten journey this year.

Co-sponsored by the Prelacy Ladies Guild and the Amenian Religious
Education Council (AREC), the Program will be held at the Prelacy on
Wednesday evenings from 7:30-8:30pm, and will include the traditional
Husgoom Service followed by a short meditation and Q/A.

The Nicene Creed, the most authoritative statement of the faith of
the Church, will be the guide for our study during this blessed season.
The meditations will focus on the various articles of faith of the

Nicene Creed.

March 8

March 15

March 22

March 29

April 5

April 12

Introduction - Creeds and Life

V. Rev. Fr. Ansoushavan Tanielian,
Vicar General

God, our Dad

Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, Pastor of St.
Stephen's Church (MA)

What does it mean to confess "One Lord
Jesus Christ"?

Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Director of AREC
The Spirit of God - The Power of
Renewal

Rev. Fr. Aram Stepanian, Pastor of St.
Asdvadzadzin Church (MA)

The Church - The Sacrament of God's
Presence

V. Rev. Fr. Yeghishe Manjikian, Pastor of
St. Gregory the Illuminator Church
(North Andover, MA)

The Last Things - Death, Resurrection,
Judgement and Eternity

Rev. Fr. Khatchadour Boghossian, Pastor
of Sts. Vartanantz Church (NJ)

The lectures will be presented in English. Refreshments will be
served. For information please contact the AREC office at 212/689-
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Yhpuljh, 19 Thlpninfpbp, 1999-hG, U Swlnph
wnolpl wnhpny UnGpkunh U. Bwlnp Twyp Gybnbg-
) uwlmuwluwlpsmpbol hwlnhumphlip wnbph
mifibgun Unuylinpy Uppuqul 2Zop' S. Oywljwli
Upfingu. Qopnjbwilip hojwlunnpoupbuntp:

Yhpuwlfwdoun bv Gwjwnelwy Juwnwmp-
mbgui Gwpwp, 18 thljwbdphp, 1999-hG, bpb-
Yogbwl dunfp 7:00-hG, npnt pGpwgfhG Uppw-
qub Zuypp juwnnil wnopfllpny ophlkg
GopplGwnpp bhnqupwpénipbwl wlywfbkpp,
Unipp Mopwbh ubdhG:

Yhpwlh, wnurewbwlb dudbpgoippilp fum-
wnwpnibgur fwubwlgnipbudp Pubuwwnwgh
Unwglnppuljwl ®nppwlnpy %bpy. S. Mwdwl
buyu. Bwlnpbwbh, Upd. S. UpftG U. +RhGj
hhbwlbwbh, pupbyioph vwplwiwglibpne by
nuypug quup whgpwf-wlgudnibhibpn:

Opniw€ wunnwpwghyG tp Pwpap. S. Oym-
jul Upfbuyu. Qompbwb: Ghlunbwub wyuwunmwpw-
ah bpgbgnpniphiip junwpnibgun ypug
nuupf Ynndt:

Sppwugu U. flwwnwpwgh, Pupap. 8. Gu-
hul Upfbwu. 2onybwbp dbnudp nupmpbwb
wunhfwl wvwnwugwl Vopuyp Undlibwb, Gynwn
Stuhpbbwb, Chpwmq Fwuwmplbwb, Lhqtb Unte-
pufbwG, UhnG UndibwG, Uhhpwi yhpbwi b
Ywpnidwl Upphbbwb: bul nipwp Yphpm
wuwnhfmb vnmgwh Mbwnpnu 2wfwupbwb, Sw-
Ynp Updnlbwh, Ttunpp AhbGwwibwb, mushl
ApGumybwli, bupghu buglibwl, Uine dkjuwn-
bwl, Bwpop Pwpubnbwb, UpdtG Undbbwb,
Upw Qufwpbwmb kv borpkl Qufwpbwb:

Uppuquli Zugpp hp fwpnghl Sy whnpw-
nupéun dbnlwnpning mjunbwbbpmG, ;6np-
huinpbg qulnGf, kv pbjugplkg np whnbf U.
Swlnp Zuypwybnhb oppbwlynm] wuyphl fphu-
wnnlibwlwl puwpbywinmpbwdp, upwnngd m
hnghny dwnwybl hwj bybgbginy by huy
hunfuylifhG:

4481.
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R ARMENIAN PRELACY BOOKSTORE ARRy,,
S\ Fpwunnil Uqqujhl Bnmebnprympmbh ALs
Sulynp Omywmbh Najarian, Carolann S. Dadrian, Vahakn N.
Uwwnbiughnnipht A Call From Home Warrant for Genocide

buqubg' Twupy Vymlbbwb
Lnu UGfibjpu, 1999, 197 Ly

p1p- $16.00

My Journal

Massachusetts, 1999, 306pp

hard cover $22.95

Uuunnnipbwl Ujnw, Snfp.

Armenia and Karabagh

Key Elements of Turko-
Armenian Conflict

New Jersey, 1999, 214pp
hard cover $32.95

Snnmiphib by Tlhibgupbpniphib
Nkjpnup, 1998, 288 Ly

p1p- $20.00
ypkd-Up/th

Munwyb 3
Zunopynippi G
UnGppkuy, 1999, 224 Ly
pnp- $15.00

Great Need Over The Water
The Letters of Theresa
Huntington Ziegler,

Missionary to Turkey, 1898-1905
Edited and with an Introduction
and Commentary by Stina
Katchadourian

Michigan, 1999, 375pp

soft cover $25.00

Dadrian Vahakn, N.

The Key Elements in the
Turkish Denial of

the Armenian Genocide: A Case
Study of

Distortion and Falsification
Canada, 1999, 84pp

soft cover $12.00

Bedrosian, Garo

Feasts of the Armenian Church
And National Traditions
Translated by Arra S. Avakian
Los Angeles, 1998, 278pp

soft cover $20.00

Remembrance and Denial
The Case of the Armenian
Genocide

Edited by Richard G.
Hovannisian

Michigan, 1998, 328pp

A Wall of Silence

The Unspoken Fate of the
Armenians

This Film presents the lives of
two historians-Turkish scholar
Taner Akcam

and Armenian Professor
Vahakn Dadrian.

Produced and Directed by
Dorothee Forma

Videotape, 54 min. $ 25.00

soft cover $27.95

Shirinian Lorne

Survivor Memoirs

of the Armenian Genocide
England, 1999, 81pp

soft cover $10.00

Mesrobian, Arpena S.
“Like One Family”

The Armenians of Syracuse
Michigan, 2000, 257pp

soft cover $25.00

Shipping and Handling
Information

Add $5.00 for each book
Add $1.00 for each additional book

Make checks payable to:

Armenian Prelacy Bookstore

138 East 39th Street, New York, NY
10016

For more information:

Tel. (212) 689-7810 Fax (212) 689-
7168

E-mail: bookstore@armprelacy.org

AREC NATIONAL CONFERENCE
FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS -
MARCH 10-12, 2000

"The Nicene Creed in Christian
Education” will be the theme of the upcom-
ing national conference for Christian edu-
cators, scheduled to be held at the Hillcrest
Conference and Retreat Center in Sharon,
Massachusetts, on the weekend of March
10-12, 2000. The conference is sponsored
by the Armenian Religious Education

Council (AREC) of the Prelacy.

The Nicene Creed, endorsed by the
Church universal and since the end of the
5th century recited at the Badarak, is the
official confession of the faith of the
Church. The early Church had a variety of
creeds - some short, like "Jesus is Lord",
others more elaborate extending over sev-
eral paragraphs. These creeds, using the
exact terminology of the Bible, were sum-
maries of biblical faith in formularies.

Toward the end of the 4tP century, the
Nicene Creed became the most authorita-
tive expression of the faith of the Church,
formulated by the Holy Fathers of the first
two ecumenical councils - Nicaea (325) and
Constantinople (381).

Creeds in general, particularly the
Nicene Creed, served varous purposes.
They were used to instruct catechumens
and neophytes, edify believers, refute
heretics. proclaim and confess a commonly
held faith. These aims still hold true today
in our secular, post-Christian society. The
Nicene Creed, interpreted according to the
Apostolic faith, represents for us the nor-
mative boundaries for Christian orthodoxy.
Hence the great importance of the Nicene
Creed in the Christian educational ministry
of the Church.

The Conference presenters are: Rev. Fr.
Antranig Baljian, Pastor of St. Stephen's
Armenian Apostolic Church, Watertowi,
Massachusetts, Vigen Guroizn, Ph.D.,
Professor of Theology and Ethics at Loyola
College in Maryland (both are members of
the AREC), Deacon Shant Kazanjian,
Director of the AREC, and Constance J.
Tarasar, Ph. D., lecturer in Religious
Education at St. Vladimir's Orthodox
Theological Seminary.

The participants at this conference will:

- Explore the origin and functions of the
creeds and their use today

- Discuss with a prominent Armenian
Orthodox theologian the basic ele-
ments of our faith as presented in the
Nicene Creed

-Examine the biblical roots of the
Nicene Creed

-Engage with a noted Orthodox
Christian educator on how to teach the
Nicene Creed to various age groups,
taking into account children's develop-
menlal capacities and abilities

- Examine other Armenian Church
creeds

- Compare the Armenian creeds with
those of other traditional churches

- Network and exchange teaching ideas
and resources with other Sunday
School teachers.

Sunday School directors, teachers, and
assistant teachers should make every
effort to be part of this unique Christian
educational opportunity. Any ques-
tions, contact your local church or the
AREC office at 212/689-4481.



