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IN A HISTORIC CHURCH, NEW YORK'S ARMENIANS
DEDICATE A SHRINE
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New York, NY, May, 2000 -- As Armenian communities around the world paused
on April 24th to commemorate the Genocide against their people, a moving ceremony
was unfolding in New York City's historic St. Illuminator's Cathedral.

A congregation of more than 400, including representatives from New England
and Philadelphia communities, watched as Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of the Eastern U.S. & Canada, consecrated a new altar
in the church, dedicated to the memory of the 1.5 million Armenians massacred by the
Turks, in the Genocide that began in 1915.

The simple altar of black marble, incised with a map of historic Armenia and
crowned by a glass case containing part of a skeleton lying in sand, is graphic testi-
mony to a terrible chapter in the history of the Genocide: the forced deportation march-
es in which hundreds of thousands of defenscless people, most of them women, chil-
dren and the aged, were sent into the Syrian desert to be killed, or to die of starvation,
heat and thirst.

Erecting the altar was Archbishop Choloyan's idea. Two years ago an Armenian
American playwright, Dr. Herand Markarian, on a tour to the desert site of Der-El-Zor
where some of the worst massacres took place, went to the caves where the remains of
the massacred Armenians still be found, and brought them to the U.S. He presented
them to the Prelate, who devised the idea of giving them a permanent resting place of
honor, publicly displayed, "so our youth will remember."

Sponsorship to create the new altar came from Carl and Emma Sogoian of Detroit,
MI, who were present as Archbishop Choloyan spoke the words of consecration, and
passed to them the first of hundreds of lighted candles that ultimately filled the lovely
Federal interior of the church.

In his address, the Prelate said, "This will be an altar for hope and light; a place for
meeting with our martyrs, where Armenian Americans will come to pray, and to renew
our sense of Armenian identity." As for the denial of the Armenian Genocide by
Turkey, the Archbishop concluded, "We will not forget, and can not forgive, until they
accept responsibility, because the forgivness must come from the victims themselves."

The history of St. Illuminator’s Cathedral, oldest of the City's Armenian churches,
has been linked from the start with the Genocide. Founded in 1915 -- the year the mas-
sacres began -- in a building acquired from the much older Rose Hill Methodist
Episcopalian Church -- it became the parish church and charitable center for many
who were flecing the tragic events in their native land. Archpriest Moushegh Der
Kaloustian, pastor of St. lluminator's since 1968, sees the new altar as a confirmation
of these links, and of the continuing commitment of all Armenians to achieving justice
for the victims.

ON A BLEAK SATURDAY,
ARMENIAN MARTYRS ARE
REMEMBERED

New York, NY -- Close to a thousand
members of the TriState area's Armenian
community on Saturday, April 22 braved
a cold, rainy day to participate in cere-
monies marking the 85th anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide.

The commemoration, planned to take
place in the plaza beneath the Unisphere
in Flushing Meadow Corona Park,
Queens, was moved indoors by the
weather to the nearby U.S. Tennis Center,
where the rich hues of Armenian and
American flags, choristers' gowns and
ecclesiastical robes were in sharp con-
trast to the gloomy skies and the somber
nature of the occasion.

In opening remarks, Master of
Ceremonies Dr. Ara Capriclian stated
that the event, like others of the week,
was intended not only to honor the sacred
memory of the one and a half million
Armenian victims of the Genocide, but
its survivors, including those now passed
on whose spirit had ensured the nation's
survival. It was an occasion, too, for all
Armenians to rededicate themselves to
the relentless pursuit of a just resolution
and their legitimate rights.

The proceedings began with a solemn
requiem  service conducted by
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of the
Eastern U.S. & Canada, assisted by other
senior clergy, and sung by the joint choirs
of St. Illuminator's Cathedral, St. Sarkis
Church and Sts. Vartapantz Church.
Vocal sclections were given by a chil-
dren's choir formed from four of the com-
munity's schools, conducted by Krikor
Pidedjian. A poetry presentation, "Menk"
("Us") was staged by the Hamazkayin
Theatre Group, incorporating the words
of eminent Armenian writers.

In the keynote address, distinguished
historian Professor Vahakn Dadrian
recalled the historical events leading up
to the Genocide that began in 1915, and
recounted its horrors. He stressed that
there was no attempt, even by the Turks
themselves, to question the existence of
these atrocities at the time they were car-
ried out. They were a matter of public
record, with many details supplied by
Turkish officials and military leaders
who revealed that it was intended to rid
the entire area of Armenians by any
means necessary, including the release
from prison of violent felons to be
formed into "killer battalions". After
World War I, a Turkish court martial had
been held, which handed down convic-

tions based on authenticated evidence.
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1) ON A BLEAK SATURDAY, ARMENIAN MARTYRS ARE REMEMBERED

Left to right: Mayor W. Kubofcik, Senator F. Padavan, Mr. Z.
Haroutunian, Prof. V. Dadrian, Arch. O. Choloyan, Ambassador M.
Apelian, Bishop H. Tertsakian, Rev. N. Bakalian and Dr. A. Caprelian

No one at the time suggested that the massacres and forced deportations carried out
against the Armenians were anything other than absolute fact.

In the face of subsequent campaigns by the modem Turkish state, successor to the
Ottoman Empire, to deny that reality, and the shameful acquiescence in this by sever-
al major powers, Professor Dadrian urged his audience that the work of advocacy on
behalf of Armenia's martyrs must continue. He called for a multifaceted effort involv-
ing scholarly research, publishing, education and political influence, and charged:
"The pressure has to be unrelenting.”

H.E. Ambassador Movses Abelian, Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Armenia to the U.N;, in his remarks to the gathering stated his Government's firm pol-
icy on the question of the Genocide. This was twofold, he said: first, to secure the
acknowledgement by the international community that these events happened, and its
condemnation of them; second, for Turkey to acknowledge the Genocide, and admit
its culpability in these past atrocities.

Queens Borough President Claire Shulman was represented by Melinda Katz, the
Borough's Director of Community Boards, who read a proclamation designating April
24th as Armenian Genocide Day. Proclamations issued by New York Govemor
George Pataki, the New York State Assembly, and New York City Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani were read aloud. Brief remarks were made by the Armenian Catholic Exarch,
Bishop Tertsakian, the Rev. Nishan Bakalian representing the Armenian Evangelical
community of New York, Mayor William Kubofcik of Prospect Park, NJ (introduced
by Comtesse Suzanne de Paris) and other distinguished guests. One of these, State
Senator Frank Padavan, expressed the hope that just as the last Century had been
marked by genocide and mass persecution, the new Century would be "one of recon-
ciliation and compensation”.

Presentations were made by Archbishop Oshagan to each of the small group of
survivors of the Genocide who were seated at the front of the audience — elderly and
frail, but full of spirit. One of them, on behalf of all, shared his own memories of hor-
ror, escaping because to save his life, his mother had sold him to a Kurd for a few pen-
nies. Next moming, all his family had been massacred.

The commemoration concluded with a stirring address by the Prelate, Archbishop
Choloyan, and a closing benediction. "A nation can survive and grow and even pros-
per,” he said, "but the wound of genocide never heals completely. A nation is never
again the same after having been a victim of genocide. Only the repentance of the per-
petrator who is willing to make amends can appease the grievous wound of genocide.
As long as the murderer denies the horrible genocide, nobody can forgive or forget.
Forgiveness, first of all, must come from the victims themselves.

"After 1915, life for Armenians was no longer the same," he stated, reminding
them that it was up to them to defend their own rights. "We organize these obser-
vances, first and foremost, for our own people, so that they will draw strength and
make the commitment to pursue the Armenian Question until we attain justice."
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AREC SPONSORS CONFERENCE ON NICENE CREED
FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS

Thirty-eight Sunday School directors and teachers from nine Prelacy parishes gath-
ered at the Hillcrest Conference and Retreat Center in Sharon, Massachusetts, on the
weekend of March 10-12; 2000 for the annual National Conference for Christian
Educators. Sponsored by the Armenian Religious Education Council (AREC) of the
Prelacy, the confererice focused on the Nicene Creed, the official and the most author-
itative statement of faith of the Armenian Apostolic Church.

Using slides of Armenian Miniatures, Dr. Vigen Guroian, professor of Theology and
Ethics at Loyola College in Maryland, explains how the Armenian Church under-
stands various elements of the Nicene Creed to an attentive audience.

The program sought to accomplish three main objectives: 1) To impart information

on creeds and to elucidate theological concepts of the Nicene Creed, 2) to strengthen-

pedagogical-skills, 3) to create a forum for the Sunday School teachers and directors to
network and exchange teaching ideas and resources.

Sunday School teachers of Junior high students during a networking session at the
Conference, sharing teaching ideas and resources. Throughout the weekend three

such sessions were afforded to the participants according fo various age groups.

St. Gregory of Datev Institute
The 14th Annual Armenian Christian Studies Program
f:OI' )

- junior/senior high school and college students

will be held on
July 2-9, 2000

at the
St. Mary of Providence Center
Elverson, Pennsylvania

The Program will include:
Bible studies, lectures, discﬁssions, worship (moming &
evening),
sports - canoelng, soccer, swimming, volleyball - soc1als & much
more.

For information and 'régistratjon contact:
+ The AREC office: 212/689-4481, arecl@mlndspnng com
-+ Your local parish.-

Sponsored by the Armenian Religious Education Councll
- (AREC) of the Prelacy
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These objectives in varying degrees were fulfilled through lectures, interactive pre-
sentations, panel and small group discussions. The lectures included The Origin and
Functwns of Creeds, Exposition of the Nicene Creed, Teaching the Nicene Creed in
Sunday School, Comparative Creeds. These topics were respectively addresses by Dn.
Shant Kazanjian, Director of the AREC, Dr. Vigen Guroian, Professor of Theology and
Ethics at Loyola College, Maryland, Dr. Constance Tarasar, lecturer in Religious
Education at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary, Crestwood, New York,
and Fr. Antranig Baljian, Pastor of St. Stephen's Armeman Apostolic Church,
Watertown, Massachusetts.

The program also included mommg and evening services, as well as Sourp
Badarak on Sunday. Three sessions were allotted for the teachers to network and
exchange teaching ideas and resources according to grade levels.

The participants came from the following parishes: Sts. Vartanantz Armenian
Church, Ridgefield, New Jersey, St. Sarkis Armenian Church, Dearborn, Michigan, St.
Stephen's Armenian Church, Watertown, Massachusetts, Sts. Vartanantz Armenian
Church, Providence, Rhode Island, St. Gregory Armenian Church, Indian Orchard,
Massachusetts, St. Gregory Armenian Church, North Andover, Massachusetts, St.
Gregory the IIuminator Armenian Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Sourp Hagop
Armenian Church, Montreal, Quebec, St. Asdvadzadzin Armenian Church,
Whitinsville, Massachusetts.

Dr. Constance J. Tarasar, professor at St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary,
Crestwood, New York, conducting a workshop on "Teaching the Nicene Creed in
Sunday School". Dr. Tarasar prefaced her workshop with the prcsén tation of a holis-
tic model for Orthodox education, incorporating teaching, worship, and praxis.

The theme for the next AREC annual conference will be Sacraments and the
Sunday School Ministry. The Conference is scheduled to take place at the Hillcrest
Conference and Retreat Center in Sharon, Massachusetts, March 9-11, 2001.

In addition to the annual weekend conference, the AREC sponsors local Sunday
School teachers' seminars and workshops. Parishes are encouraged to take advantage
of these opportunities by contacting the AREC office to arrange for a training program.

AREC members during the panel discus-
sion (L to R) - Jeanette Nazarian, Deacon
Shant Kazanjian, Rev. Fr.
Baljian, Annie Garabedian.

Antranig ||

Rev. Fr. Antranig Balgan, pastor of St.
Stephen’s  Armenian  Church  in |
Watertown, MA, lectured on Comparative
Creeds; Deacon Shant Kazanjan (ARFC
Executive Director), The Origin and
of Creeds. Miss Jeanette
Nazarian and Miss Annie Garabedian

Functions

supervised the networking sessions, a
forum for the Sunday school teachers and
directors to share teaching ideas and
resources according to grade level.

LENTEN PROGRAM HELD AT THE PRELACY

A six-week Lenten program was held at the Armenian Prelacy on Wednesday
evenings, co-sponsored by the Prelacy Ladies Guild and the Armenian Religious
Education Council (AREC). The Nicene Creed was the theme of the Lenten program.

The well-attended program began with an introductory lecture on "Creeds and
Life" by the Very Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, the Vicar General of the Prelacy and
pastor of St. Sarkis Church in Douglaston, New York. Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, pas-
tor of St. Stephen's Church in Watertown, Massachusetts spoke about "God, our Dad".
Deacon Shant Kazanjian (AREC Executive Director) expounded on the question of
"What does it mean to Confess 'One Lord Jesus Christ'?" Rev. Fr. Aram Stepanian, pas-
tor of St. Asdvadzadzin Church of Whitinsville, Massachusetts, addressed "The Spirit
of God - The Power of Renewal". "The Church - The Sacrament of God's Presence”
was addressed by Very Rev. Fr. Yeghishe Manjikian, pastor of St. Gregory Church of
North Andover, Massachusetts and Rev. Fr. Khatchadour Boghossian, pastor of Sts.
Vartanantz Church of Ridgefield, New Jersey spoke on "The Last Things - Death,
Resurrection, Judgement and Eternity".

Attendees took part in the "Husgoom" service, which preceded the lectures. A
question and answer session followed each lecture.

The Prelacy Ladies Guild gratefully acknowledges the invaluable contribution pro-
vided by the partlcxpatmg clergy as well as the organizing members for a meaningful
and successful program. Special thanks to Rev. Moushegh Der Kaloustian, pastor of
St. Iltumirnator's Cathedral for his participation and inspirational address.

To echo the sentiments expressed by the attendees, the Lenten series provided a
spiritually uplifting opportunity for faith renéwal and enrichment.
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Pre-publication offer
Order by June 30, 2000

A Course in Modern

Western Armenian
Volume I - Exercises and Commentary

by Dr. Thomas J. Samuelian
revised and reprinted in paperback

The Armenian National Education Committee (co-sponsored by the Armenian Prelacy
and the Armenian Relief Society) has republished the revised paperback edition of Dr. Thomas
Samuelian’s A Course in Modern Western Armenian, volume I. The author has developed the
text as a result of teaching the Armenian language at the university and high school Ievel.
Although primarily aimed at students, who are learning Armenian as a second language, it is just
as successful as a review text for advanced or intermediate speakers. The first volume, Exercises
and Commentary (864 pages), consists of 40 units of self-explanatory tutorials covering
Armenian conversation and grammar. The second volume, Dictionary and Linguistic Notes (288
pages), begins with a 4,000 word bilingual glossary of words in the textbook and gives
information on conjugation and declension of Armenian words, irregular verbs and nouns,
prepositional and postpositional usage, case usage and idioms. Each volume also contains a
comprehensive paradigm chart.

Dr. Thomas Samuelian holds a Ph.D in linguistics from the University of Pennsylvania,
where he has served as the Assistant Director of the Center for Soviet and East European Studies
and has taught Modermn and Classical Armenian, as well as Russian and linguistics. Dr. Samuelian
is also a recent graduate of Harvard Law School and continues to actively participate in
community and professional life in Armenia.

....................................................................................................................

138 East 39™ Street
New York, New York 10016

A COURSE IN MODERN WESTERN ARMENIAN by Dr. Thomas J. Samuelian

Please send me ----—-——--—copies of Volume I @ $30.00 each
: Please send me -----—-—----—copies of Volume II @ $15.00 each
: Please send me --------—---- --copies of Volume I & II @ $40.00 for the set

(Please add $5.00 for S&H per volume, $1.00 for each additional book in the set)
Total amount enclosed $--~-mameemcamx
: Name
| Address

After 6/30/00 Volume I costs: $40.00, Volume II costs: $20.00, the set cost: $55.00

Orrice of THE GOVERNOR
JRTC, 100 WEsT RANDOLPH, SUITE 16
CHICAGO, [LLnots 60601

GrorGe H. Ryan
GOVERNOR

January 28,2000

Ms. Iris papazian
Editor

Outreach

138 E. 39th. St.

New York, NY 10016

Dear Ms. Papazian:

As Governor of the State of Illinois, I would like to congratulate your publication,
“Outreach” on 22 years of serving our communities.

Illinois is comprised of many ethnic communities that join to form a great state
while also maintaining their rich cultural individuals. Your publication “Outreach”
serves as a vital link to the Armenian American community. Not only are your readers
educated by its contents, but they benefit by affirming an invaluable connection to their
heritage.

On behalf of the people of the State of Illinois, I commend your participation in the
Armenian American coummunity. The hard work that goes in to each and every pub-
lication is very much appreciated.

Sincerely,

@—"ﬂg{/%%

George H. Ryan
Govemnor

GHR/PM/mb

EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS BY KATCHAZ

Archbishop Oshagan with Mr. and Mrs. Katchaz

In commemoration of the 85th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, an
Exhibition of paintings by Katchaz was opened at the Prelacy Hovnanian hall on
Saturday evening, Aprl 15, 2000, under the auspices of His Eminence Archbishop
Oshagan, Prelate. Exhibited were twenty paintings dedicated to massacres and reawak-
ening, death and resurrection of the Armenian people.

Addressing the guests of the evening, who filled the exhibit hall to capacity, the
Prelate said: “Art has a spirit. During the Armenian Genocide, the Turks killed the
artists, but could not kill the art. Armenian history and our inventive mind remained
and flourished thanks to those who miraculously survived the 1915 Genocide. This art
exhibit of Katchaz is witness of that spirit, which had a rebirth after Genocide.”

Bom in Beirut, Lebanon in 1924, Katchaz was repatriated to Armenia in 1947,
where he lived until his emigration, to the United States of America in 1974.

In the warm artistic atmosphere of Armenia, Katchaz was particularly inspired by
three great artists, namely Martiros Sarian, Yervant Kotchar and Hagop Kojoian. In
1959 he had his first exhibition in the Museum of History in Yerevan.

From 1962 to 1997 Katchaz had more than a dozen of one man shows and has par-
ticipated in more than twenty five group exhibitions in the U.S.S.R., Armenia,
Lebanon, U.S.A,, Italy and France. He has won many international prizes and awards
for his magnificent creations and artistic activities. In 1994 he was the winner for
Grand prix of Academy of Europe’s Artistic Competition for his “Sumgait” painting.

His paintings are exhibited in miumerous Museums and cultural centers around the
world, including the Museum of Modern Art in Armenia, Museum of St. Lazar,
Venice; Academie Leonardo da Vinci, in Italy; Musée National de Monaco; and
Museum of the Catholicosate of Cilicia, in Lebanon.

ARMENIAN PILGRIMAGE TO PERSIA
JULY 19-31, 2000

On the Occasion of the 17* Centenary
of the Proclamation of Christianity in Armenia

Under the Auspices of
His Holiness Aram I
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia

Sponsored by the Eastern and Western Prelacies of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of America

Hosted by the Armenian Prelacies of
Tehran, Isfahan and Tabriz

Basic Itinerary

Tehran, July 21-24:
Services at St. Sarkis Mother Church, visits to the Prelacy and
Armenian Churches, Alik Daily, Ararat Stadium and general
siteseeing.

Isfafan — New Julfa, July 24-27:
Visits to All Savior’s Monastery and Museum, 17" Century Armenian Churches
and old houses, Ararat Armenian Center and other institutions, general siteseeing
in the famous historical city of Isfahan.

Tabriz and pilgrimage of St. Thade, July 27-30:
One day pilgrimage to St. Stephen’s Monastery near Arax river, Pilgrimage and
Pontifical Divine Liturgy at St. Thade Monastery, visit to the plain of Avarayr and
general siteseeing in the historical city of Tabriz.

Fees and Options™*
Airfares:
New York/Boston $1200 Los Angeles $1250
Washington $1275 Chicago $1300
Hotels:
5 star single $1225, 4 star single $995, 3 star single $490
shared § 805 shared $775 shared $435
Other Services: Internal flights, ground transportation, meals and guided sightseeing
$250 per person
Registration

Register as soon as possible to secure a seat on the flight via London. A deposit of $250
per person required for registration. Full payments required by June 30, 2000.

For registration, questions or more information call:

Eastern Prelacy (212) 689-7810 Western Prelacy (323) 663-8273




