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Encyclical of His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos af the Greatliouse, of
|Cilicia, on the 1700th Anniversary of the procla: of 3
as State Religion of Armenia.

ARAM

Servant of Jesus Christ and by the unfathomable will of God and
by the election of our Nation, Head Bishop and Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia, grace, love and peace from the Lord and
Pontifical Greetings from us and blessings from the right hand of
our Holy Father St, Gregory. To our Prelates, Archbishops and
Bishops, to our Celibate and Married Clergy, the World General
Assembly, Central Executive Council, National Representative
Assemblies, Diocesan Councils, Boards of Trustees, Benevolent
Organizations, servants of Armenian Literature, Armenian School
Teachers, Journalists, to our beloved and true children of the
Armenian nation in the diaspora, the love of Christ and our pon-
tifical blessings and blessings from the right hand of our Holy
Father St. Gregory the Illuminator. May the Peace of the Father,
the Love of His Only Begotten Son, and the Grace of the Holy
Spint be with all of you. Amen.

On this bright moming of the Feast of the Holy Nativity and Theophany of our
Lord Jesus Christ, we lift up our prayers and praise God with the inspired words of the
Ammenian Church hymn, "We praise you, God of our fathers, who have been revealed
to us light from light, and with your light have filled the world."

Throughout the ages our people have celebrated the birth of the divine light with
renewed faith and vision. Throughout the ages our people have opened their lives to
the radiant divine light of Bethlehem. This light of Bethlehem came to Ammenia
through two of Christ's apostles, St. Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew and transformed
our life to the New Bethlehem through the Armmenian Apostolic Church. How appro-
priate are the words of the prophet: "The people that walked in darkness have seen a
great light." (Isaiah 9:2). The Christian light penetrated the very essence of our people
and with its divine truth, its spiritual and moral values, illuminated Armenia. And in
this way, through the evangelization of the apostles and the joint efforts of St. Gregory
the Illuminator and King Trdat, Armenia was converted to Christianity in 301 and offi-
cially accepted Christianity as its state religion.

The Christian baptism of the Armenian people and the establishment of Holy
Etchmiadzin, in other words, the spiritual revolution that took place within Armenian
life, was not only a decisive turning-point in Armenian history, rather, it brought new
wisdom and identity to our life, gave a new cause and renewal to our history, and
brought to fulfillment a landmark event in our eternal path. In truth, in 301, the Holy
Armenian Apostolic and Orthodox Church, reformed and having received a firm orga-
nization, entered into the life of the Armenian people aware of taking on a central role
in Armenian history.

In 1700 years, our Church has, for the children of our nation, become a rock of
faith, a fortress of hope, a source of light, and a raft of salvation. In 1700 years, our
Church has become the faithful witness of Christ's Holy Gospel. She became this wit-
ness of Christian faith through her courageous evangelizing, her spiritually rich cre-
ation, her fertile service of the people and through her brave martyrdom. The
Armenian Church identified with the happiness and suffering of our people, with its
victories and defeats, its songs and wounds, its Golgotha and resurrection.

It is not possible to understand the 1700-year Armenian history without this "small
bed" of immortality enriched by the works of the Armenian Church. It is not possible
to comprehend the mystery of the Armenian people’s existence and survival without
the apostolate of faith and light having its source in the life of the Armenian Church.

The Ammenian Church, the House of God, has become for us the house of the
Nation. In this house our people have felt themselves to be more secure in the face of
history's storms. There they have been opened to the light in the face of history's dark-
ness, been armed with the shield of hope and been warmed by the fire of faith, in the
face of life's sad and uncertain conditions.

In 1700 years, the Armenian Church has walked upon the roads of the life of the
Armenian people, faithful to Christ's message, carrying out her apostolate of faith and
obedient to the message of her patriarchs, saints, and holy martyrs. And this year, in

(Continued on page 3)



2 OUTREACH

up- kg 1-EQ

Pbpnbhbdh, dwjg. UnwfbjulwG bybybguny Gwilpny: Npfuil Yp wwwnywbhl
punbpp YwpqupthG' «dngnydnipy np qfiuyp ply juniwp, binbu jnju Ubd»
(buwyh, @ 2): ‘FphunnGtwuljwi njup puthwubgbg fbp dogninipyph ngy knipb-
GEG Gbpu bt hp wunniwdwyhb Gy fwpunniphiGlbpny, hp hngbfwnuinp n1 pw-
pojuljwl uipd'hﬂihpnll wyuwjdbwnwlbpuybg wypwphG huyng: b wyjuyku, wnwf-
bw)Gbpnt wibwnwpwlyn pbmdp ﬁx}lumnﬁ_buq qupdwd luywuwnwmbp 301 pnihG,
U. 9phqop Lotuunnphy Zuypuwybunhl o Sppunn Pruquinphb dhwgbw) Ghqb-
puy, fphuwnnbiaiphilp yuywnobwyku pynilGbg npyku whnwlwb Ypob:

4wy dopnynipnh fphunnbbuy fpunnippilp nu U. bpdhwdbh ynpnpmgni-
Up, wy) Jvoufny' huy Ybwlftl Ghpu nbyh nilbgwd hngbinp jbywihnjnippilip
hwjng ywwndnipbwl fky llﬁnmllmﬁ mﬁlllnﬁuu}mpé le skp lfbmJﬁ. uy), lfhp
YbwlfhG Gop hfwuwn v hGfniphiG pbpny, dbp wundnipbwb Gnp plpwgf
ot wpbibjoud vininy nu fbp juibpdnipbwb Gwfpwb bnibunnpny Jinwgpoyf
gkyf fp: Upgupby, 301 ponimljwlhG Jbpwjmqiuwybpyniwé ot hwunwnn-
phluwfjwl juqlunpnid vnugud Zujmumnwbbuyg Unwfbjulwé b Manu-
thwn Unipp GibgbghG buyng wuwindnipbGEG Gbpu vnunf qnpdhg hwy dnpn-
Ynipgh YbwlfhG ky YhypnGwlwb gbpwliwwnwpniphil vnwbabbio ghunw-
Yhg JmﬁéﬁmnanbmJP:

1700 wwuphGbp ¢bp bybnbghlG dbp dngnynipyh qunwyGbpnil hwfup up-
dun huiwwnfh duyn, jnjuh wipng, |pjup wyppip nv hphnripbwl wuwn: 1700
wnwmphlbp fbp bybybghG gupdun Fphunnup Unipp Uibinwpwpi huiwnw-
iop juwl: UG fphunnblbwlwb bunwwnfhl 4wl pwpawr hp wljbhwwn wib-
wwpwlsnipbudp, hnghfnwinp bwpniun vinbydugnpénipbwdp, dngnpyw-
Jbl phnmG dwnuwynipbwidp o1 hp fug Gwhwnwlnpbwdp: Zuy Eybnbghl Gny-
Gwgwi dbp dngnymipgh nipwpnipbul n nmunwuywbfhG hbwn, jugpnipbwb
o1 ywpwnnipbwl hbw, bpghl ot kpfhl, Snngnpuyhl ni jupnrpbwl hbw:

Ywpbih sk hwulfuy 1700 mwphGbpor ywndniphilp huyng, wnwlg wju
«thofp wdmi»l whfwhnipbwb qnpdbpny hwpuunugnigmd huy bybybginy: hw-
pbih st pdpnGhy jnphnipyp hwy dognynippp qomipbwl ni bpwdlnbwG,
wnwlg huy bybybgin) jbwlftG wypbpugwd hunwwnfh oo yuh wnwfbyo-
phwl:

Zuwy bybybghG, Uuwninidn) Snilip, Ybqh hudwp yupéun Gubr Uqqh'G Snibp:
Uyn wuwmli kg dbp dngnympyp pGfqhGF wibjh’ wywhny qqug wundnipbwb
thopophllbpnil ghifug: 206 jnjupl pugnibgu wuwwndnipbwb vwrwphl gh-
fwg, jojuh Jwhwlnyg qhGnibgut nv huiwnfh fpuwyny gbpdugun’ Ybwhfh
wjunip ot whnpn) wwplwlibpniG ghifug:

1700 wwphbbp bwy blibnbghG funbg hwy dnnnynipgh YbwGfhG Gunl-
pwlbpkG’ hunwwnwphd Pphunnuh ywnqudhl, jubsGunnt hp hwirwwnfp
wnwfbnipbwl bu nilYlghp hp hwjpwybunbbpoil, unippbpnil ni Guhw-
nwllbpnil uppuqub ywnquilhl: i whw wu wwph, b Lujwunwb b h
whhinu wylvwphp, huwdwqquyhb wnwupnynipbwdp wyhwnh GbGEF 1700-wdbwyp
Zujwuwnwbh Mty fphunnbknipbub yhnwlwb Ypol hnywllwb: Uppwphby, dbp
bybnbgin) n1 dnnnynipgh dwlwbwljuhhg ywuinipbwl ty wju Ywpbinp
ntwfp wnwghG hbpphG bq pojnpu Yp hpunhpk jhnwnwpsd wibwpyny Guyb-
o1 ¥bp bybnbging 1700 vuwphGbpnt wwwndnipbwh' jniuwpdwlp nwl pbpbinyg
wypniwd hunwwnfh o JYuymipbwl Yhwbfh o1 fwlunwly juwnwpnimd wu-
nniwdwnnp wnwfbjpipbwl poppp plugquiunbbpp, numpudfibpp nu hpw-
qupdnmuflibpp: 1700-wdbwlh Gymudp yhnf t fbqh hwdwp Guwb qunGwy bp
bybnpbghl gtwh wywquy pugen o1 nwlng bquijh wnpp ¥p: dnjunrwd b Lbq
pgwyunny wuwyfwllbpp, spgorwéd bl Ybwlfh hpwdwjwlwGibpp: Npyku
bybpbgh nt dnnnynipy Yp quulnthGf Gop Yuppfibpnr, frnwhngniphiGGbpn
ot Ywpwwhpukplbpny gh'wg: Zuwy blybybguing q.anLmeﬁ wwwBwnp, hp
ﬁzlfmpbm hwpuwnniphilip by hp lfﬁmJnlﬁ wpdkfp n's hp yupsmljwl junnghd,
n's hp ﬁntbpmulhmuﬂlmﬁ x}pnlm&ﬂxﬁ n's hp wunmwdmpwlwlmb finwdnyn: -
pbwi bt n's wy hp dShuwlwb IHmLplnnﬁ Uty L: bybnbghG fphuwninup junphpp-
nuljwb Jmplfl’;ﬁﬁ k. hlllulhgliﬁ l{uu.bpmllmﬁop]:ﬁ hlllulbg]l 4p ll.ulnﬁuxJ bpp uyy
ghunwlgnipbwdp wyph ot qopédt’ hwiwnwphd WGwyny Uabwnwpwbh uypg-
po1GfGbpnil n1 wuwnniwduwyhl GyfwpwnniphiGbpnib: Uju Gupwléwplnpni-
pbGEG fnniwd hwy bybnbghG Ynsmiwd k wjuop hGfqhGf Ybpwlnpnghbin,
hifqhlf huluywphuy 1 joupy pupblupgoulp Bipwphbiow. uy poufad’
{bpuwnhl ‘$bpay, o's unuy npwku Yunnyg, wy) npyku Pphunnup Jpuy pupujmny
hunfuyfuljwl {bwif:

bybnbghl hbwiwwnfh Ybwbf puyey bwlnbps Gwbt hwiwnfh wnwfbjn-
phii k: Rphuwnu bybnbgh shhflibg npytu Yunnjg. wh wnwfbpmiphdi le
Julélbg hp wnwfbubpoil: Zwy bibnbghG wju juGdGwnnipbulp whwnf L
hGfqhGf hpwqnpsk dbp dognympyh hwiwfulwl YbwiftE Gbpu' Gop Yo
ot npuwl nuuny fpoliwfwlb ywmnhu-

Gp obpwunnpt’ Yhyw fiwny hburwwnwphd Baibunwpwbh nrunigmdibpnil, pp
hngbhnunnp dunwlgmipbwl, hp guiwlwlwl Yhgniwdfhl, pp wrwbnn-
phiGbpnil nv uppniphiGGbpniG:

Ubw wju dwnwdnidlbpny Yp ghfuinpblf 1700-wdbwyp fbp bybnbginy nv
wqqhl YbwlfhG dty: Uju wnhpay ¢bpt uhpny Y’nnemiGbGf dbp bybybgin
Umppuybnwlwl UpnnGbpot Ywhwlwy Ubp hngbinp bypuypGhpp bv Yp
YbpwlnpnqbGf Ubp nijpwnp wnunb) wudwnwglbini v hqopuglbine Zuyg.
bybpbghG hp wnwfbjoipbwl ot Swnumipbwb ty: Yny Y’nigybif bp dnyn-
Ynipgh quiwllibpnil’ Jbpwlnpngbni hpbGg fphuwnnbGiwlwl burunfp o
hGfiniphilip br wdpwglbint hpblig wwwnjwlbjheiphibp huy bybybging: Ung
YoignbGf Ywlunwly dbp bphnwuwpy ubpnilinhG' junymd lwmpe Jbp
huypbpnt wppilny ot wpgoilfey ppémiwmd fppunnbiulwé bunwwnfhb, fbp
bybnbginy Gwdpny dbqh thopwlgniwd dbp hngbinp wpdkfibpnil o1 puipn-
Jujwb ulqpnilfibpniG: 4bppmuyky, §p phyugpbif fbp phlwlju) Unuglbnpy-
Gbpnil, Uhwpwl b Pwhwluy hwypbpniG, Uqquyhl hylowblnipbubg by fbp
bybgbging nt mqqhG YbwlfhG vty qupémny pnjnp uqluybpuniphiblbpnil no
thoiphiGGbpniG, pwpépwgnifl wuwnhfwlh Guwpwbiwpbgpnipbudp
quiwuqul 4bnGwpllbpnt Gwdpny wpdbinpbio 1700-wdbwyp hp nghnyd m
wunngudny, hp nphoipynd ov dwpnwbhpuntpny* wqquyhl pt’ vhyuqquyhb
2pswghdbpkl Gbpu:

bybnbghG Yblinwlh YhwlGf ni YbGuwwnnr wnufbymphl Yp npunbuy pp
ponp hunwwnwgbuwGbpnb ghwnwlhg ny qgupdol Yuwubwlgniphundp: Lbwnbrw-
pup, bykf, hunwwnwinp quuwllbp hwy dngnynipyh, dbp jubsGunor fwu-
Gwlygnipbwdp vbp gupunop bybybght wuyphGf fbp bunwfwhwl YbwbfhG
dky' npyku nkyh Uuwnnidny puquinpnipplip wnwybnpyng yup Gwlw-
wuwph: GYLE, «pplbugnif unipp quopwG6 piunj), fulqh b vfm duqbwug JUbq
myu b Zuywuwnwl wylvwphps (Gupwlwmb):

YunopbGf wn Pupépbw)li Uuwnniwd, np 1700 wnwuphlibp Yblpwlp pk wp-
bwf (whwwnwympbudp Rphunnuh Uibnwpwlp wuypwd nr JYupud Luy
bybnbghG, bp bybybghG, Yhywn wwht wujbdwn ni wdnip, whnp Gbpfpl vhwu-
(wlywlniphilp wiljh’ qopmgGl, wbnp wnwfbjniphibp wibjh'ny YhGumqnp-
8t' h plighp huy wqqh nr hwypbGpfh hqopwgdwl, bunnidn) pmquinpnipbwb
huwvnwwndwb b h hwnu wfbfwenipp GppopynipbwG. UafkG:
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Yoipgh quuwllbpp whnf b wfpug-
GbG hpbGg hwiwwnfp wylvwphp wuju-
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Ubp ywwndmpbul wju Jnwmlwb
hwlqpnimbhl, huypbGhfh ot wihpinfp
nwppbp ulmthmﬁﬁhanﬁ fky wupng
Udbp bybnbghG whwnf E Gubi pugmp
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unipbwl, dhy-bybnbguljwl jumpupb-
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Gubr hy-YpoBwlwb hwuljwugnyni-
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bp wpdwwnbbpp wdpwglk, hp G-
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ARTSAKH DELEGATION VISITS PRELACY OFFICES

In preparation for Telethon 2000, a high-level delegation from Artsakh visited the
Prelacy offices on Monday, November 20, 2000. Heading the delegation was
Archbishop Barkev Mardirossian, Primate of Artsakh, and Mr. Anoushavan Danielian,
Prime Minister of Artsakh. They were accompanied by Col. Seyran Ohanian, Minister
of Defense of Artsakh; Mr. Vahan Ghevontyan, Executive Director of Pan Armenia
Fund; Ms. Janna Galstian, Advisor to the President of Artsakh; and Ms. Mary Ann
Kibarian, Executive Director of Armenia Fund USA.

In the absence of the Prelate, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, the delegation was
received by the Vicar General, Very Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, who was joined
by Vahe Amirian, member of the Prelacy Executive Council, Onnic Marashian, past
chairman of the Executive Council, Taline Daghlian, ARS Eastern Region
Chairwoman, Mr. Berj Massoyan, NRA delegate, and Dr. Vazgen Ghougassian,
Executive Director of the Prelacy.

The delegation provided up-to-date information about the construction of the
North-South highway in Artsakh, and asked for the Prelacy's support in the forthcom-
ing telethon. Onbehalf of the Prelacy churches, Very Rev. Anoushavan, pledged a min-
imum of $10,000.
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Armenia and the Diaspora, with the whole nation, we will mark the 1700th anniversary
of the proclamation of Christianity as the state religion in Armenia. Truly this impor-
tant event in the contemporary history of our Churchand people invites us all first to
look back at the 1700 years of Armenian Church history and to bring under the spot-
light the lived faith and life of witness and especially the whole nature, extent, and real-
ization of the complete God-given apostolate. The observance of the 1700th anniver-
sary mmst also become for us a unique opportunity for the opening of our Church to the
future. Qur circumstances are changed, life's imperatives have been tumed around. As
Church and people we find that we are faced with new urgencies, concerns, and imper-
atives. The Armenian Church's raison d'etre, her true richness, and her enduring value
is not in her administrative structure, her hierarchy, her theological reasoning, nor her
rtual. The Clmrch is the mystical body of Christ. The Church becomes the authentic
church when she lives arid works with this awareness, remaining faithful to the princi-
ples of the Gospel and the divine truths. Being thus zealously impelled, the Armenian
Church is called today to renew herself, subjecting herself to all-encompassing and
serious reform. In other words, to be born again, not only as a structure, but as com-
munal life anchored in Christ.

The Church, along with being the life of faith, is also the mission of faith. Christ
did not establish the Church as a structure. He gave a mission to the apostles. In under-
taking this, the Armenian Church must herself become a reality in the collective life of
our people by giving a new impetus and quality to religious education, social service,
and evangelization. Now more than ever the children of our nation must strengthen
their faith in the face of the world's post-Christian influences.

At this decisive moment in our history, for those living in the different circum-
stances of the Fatherland and the Diaspora, our Church must also open herself to her
surroundings especially in this century of internationalization, so that through theo-
logical dialogue, ecumenical relations and cooperation, as well as inter-religious
understanding, she may renew hersclf, strengthen the roots, crystallize her identity,
accentuate her mission, always remaining faithful to the teachings of the Gospel, her
spiritual heritage, her profession of faith, her traditions and sacred practices.

With these thoughts, we face the 1700th anniversary in the life of our church and
nation. On this occasion and with warm love we greet our Spiritual Brothers enthroned
in the Hierarchical Sees of our church and we renew our oath to brighten and strength-
en the Amenian Church in her mission and service. We call upon the children of our
people to renew their Christian faith and identity, and to strengthen their commitment
to the Amnenian Church. We especially call upon our young generation to remain tied
to the Christian faith fortified by the blood and tears of our fathers, and the spiritual
values and moral principles handed down to us by the Church. Finally, we counsel our
diocesan prelates, celibate and married priests, national leaders, and all organizations
and unions working in the life of our church and nation, to make worthy with a greater
zeal and though various activities the 1700th anniversary with its spirit and message,
its idea and invitation within both national and international circles.

The Church becomes life and life-giving mission only with awareness and active
participation of her faithful. Therefore, come, faithful children of the Armenian nation
and through participation let us make our centuries old Church in our communal life a
path of light leading to the Kingdom of God. Come, "Let us build the holy altar of light,
because there the light shone for us in Armenia." (Hymn).

We pray to God in Heaven, that the Armenian Church having lived and witnessed
the Gospel of Christ for 1700 years through living and actual martyrdom be kept bright
and strong. May He strengthen the Armenian Church's internal unity, giving greater
life to her mission, for the cause of the Armenian nation and for the strengthening of
the Fatherland, the foundation of the Kingdom of God and the glory of the All-Holy
Trinity. Amen.

ARAM 1
CATHOLICOS OF THE GREAT
HOUSE OF CILICIA

" ST. GREGORY CHURCH IN GRANITE CITY
MARKS 46th ANNIVERSARY WITH ORDINATIONS

The Feast of the First Apostles of Armenia, Sts. Thaddeus & Bartholomew, and the
46th Anniversary of St. Gregory Armenian Church in Granite City, Illinois, were cel-
ebrated on Sunday December 3rd, 2000. Our small but very active Parish in southern
Illinois just outside of St. Louis, Missouri, was honored by the presence of our beloved
Prelate, His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan, who celebrated the Divine Liturgy and
presided over the day’s festivities. This years Parish Anniversary took on greater sig-
nificance with the ordination of 8 Acolytes, 2 Stolebearers, and 2 Deacons who
through these Sacred Orders renewed their committment to Our Lord Jesus Christ and
our beloved Holy Mother Church. As we begin to celebrate the 1700th Anniversary of
our Church it is truly inspiring to see so many young children, teenagers, and adults
committing themselves to a Christ centered life of service.

His Eminence delivered a very moving Sermon based on the 28th Chapter of St.
Matthew as Our Lord called His Disciples to evangelize the whole world. He remind-
ed us that through our Service to Christ and our Church we are called, as were the
Apostles to evangelize.

Following the Divine Liturgy a luncheon and program was held at St. Gregory
Armenian Commmunity Center. Participating in the program were all the community
organizations along with the Ammenian and Sunday Schools. Congratulations to our
newly ordained acolytes, Yervant Manoogian, Megerdich Kassabian, Stephen Haroian,
Stephen Hagopian, Michael Parsaghian, Stephen Parsaghian, Alison Lovett, Alisia
Dolbashian, Michelle Hagopian, Allison Haroian. To our stolebearers Yervant
Manoogian, Andrew Hagopian and to our new deacons, Edward Haroian and Jeffrey

Hagopian. May the Lord grant them many, many years of good health and contirued
service to His Holy Church.

OUTREACH 3
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inlpwnbdpbp 29, 2000hG, Yppwhyh, Upr Appqhp Uppng dwpnubwbg
btybnbginy hunwwnwmgbuybpnif hwdwp hngbinp GbpyGsnidh pmgunhly op p
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Aupn Uabwnwpwbh pipbpgnidth wnwy «Mpup Lbp Unipp Gybybgh» ju-
puljmGhé bpgbgnymipbwl plpwgfhl pwpwnwihjuly Upd. S. wywunnip Rhi.
Nognubwl junpwl wnwglnpnbg dn1GYh biwd nuhp 8ndubih Ywpwuybnbwmbp:
121pg vwndouh plpbpgnidtG bwnf, Unwgbnpy Uppuqul huypp hp ébnfp
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wpdwlh plk juwnwpbw) pfwunnipbudp Gunniwbmynibyhi pbpbpgmdGhbpp
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Upl. YwpwybunbwGhG hbwnb-
ot Tlognu Unwfbwmjp jvoufb-
pomfi bv ophlwy ppwim hp

lvoufnyp, JupiniGfnyp, up-
poyp, hunwwnfoyp, bv Ywfmp

YbGgunnyp, (U. Shudp. 4:12)
Unwylnpy uppuqul bhwypp
Juynlbg pt Gonihpbwip hp
hudwjpwpwlulwl pupspw-
qoji nrumudp hnu wnwpunbik
: buwnf U.ﬁp]llbmu]l 1}u.lphllmﬁﬂ:ﬁ
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Ywhph Ua. RhG). GhphGbwbp: Yng ninnbg wlnp ghwnwyhg Ybpyny wuypbne
bybnbgioyi uppoyl dwnuwynipbwbp by, b wpdwbh ppugne Buwnnidn
Jupwwnbt ophGniphw:
"qunmpmq]i unwpwnpb bybybginju upwhhG dty nbnph nilibguie uppny Gy
b ywwpt 8ndubh Upl. Ywpwybwnbwbh, puypug puupl, br YhpulGopbuy
Jupduwpwlp Yjwduwinp nrunighsbbpoiG: Bwpnwghpp Jwpbg inqupwpéni-
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popphG mugpbind hp bpuwpuwughnwluwb qqugnidibpp b JGnphwlfuym-
phiiGbpp jujnbbg Uppuqub Zop, hngbinp hwypbpnil qpGf wju unipp wuy-
wolhG wpdwlh hudwpbinil hwdwp: Upd. S. Lwhppé Viwmg RhGj. GhphGbwb
GbpYulbpnil phjunpbg gt nlbG Gbpluy Ybwhfh pnnp hpwwngpGbpoiG:
Ghbybginju hnijpup Jinphuinpbg Goihpbuyp, d6nyfp, Typwg quup, Yhpwl-
Gopbwyh niumghsGbpp, ywunnihpbg np hppbt hunwwnwmppd ghGoinplbp gup-
dulighG bybybginy yyuydwnnipbwb: tpguibgul «Unbhuwfinu fungppl Swn-
pulp» b «Upulbpwnf Rphunnup» jwpuljwbbbpp b «4pjhlpw»b: Uppuqumb
huypp hp hfwuwneil ywwnqudny giwhwinbg b yunnih byny bybnbging dw-
nuynyfbpp, bu ophlibg hwirwwnwgbw) dngnynipyp:




Pilgrimage to Antelias, Lebanon

May 23-30, 2001

The Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
(Eastern United States and Canada)

is organizing a Pilgrimage to the Holy See of Cilicia
for the Commemoration of the 1700th Anniversary
and
Blessing of the Holy Chrism (Muron)
which will take place on
May 26, 2001

Flexible schedule will permit participants
to continue on pilgrimages to Der Zor and Armenia

Details of itinerary and fees will be announced very soon
Armenian Prelacy

138 East 39th Street, New York, New York 10016
212-689-7810

ST. SARKIS HOSTS 111th PRECINCT OFFICERS
"7 e N

.

Arch. Oshagan surrounded by the Chief, Inspectors and Captains

On Wednesday, December 6, 2000, the St. Sarkis Church community hosted the
111th Precinct officers in appreciation for their service to the community. A thanks-
giving service was held under the auspices of His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan, assisted by Very Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Pastor of the church and
Archpriest Moushegh Der Kaloustian, Pastor Emeritus of St. Hluminator’s Cathedral.
Over 50 officers headed by Assistant Chief James Tuller, Inspector Edward Cannon,
Inspector Michael Mandel, Captain Peter Loehle from Patrol Borough Queens North,
and Captain Anthony Mullen from the 111th Precinct attended this event. Board mem-
bers Mr. Bedros Givelekian, chairman, and Mr. Antranig Boudakian, vice chairman,
and Yervant Sarkissian were also present. On behalf of the Archbishop and the com-
munity Fr. Anoushavan welcomed the officers and thanked them for their outstanding
service for the welfare of the community members. In his remarks Hayr Soorp identi-
fied the offiters as the visible angels of God who maintain peace and order, sometimes
at the cost of their own lives.

Following the Church Service the officers were hosted in the Church Hall with a
lavish traditional Armenian luncheon. An artistic program was perfformed by the
Young at Heart Senior Citizens group to the surprise and great enjoyment of the atten-
dees. Mrs. Nouritza Boudakian, 92, sang “Harach Nahadag.” Mrs. Mary Krikorian
sang “O Chechniya.” Mrs. Noemi Megerian recited an Armenian poem, by an anomny-
mous author, entitled “Whatever you can do, do it now.” Mr. Hampig Azarian sang
three songs in English, Italian and Spanish.

After this warm and exciting program Captain Anthony Mullen expressed his
thanks to St. Sarkis community. He said that this is indeed an exceptional community
which brings its positive input in building up a harmonious society. Assistant Chief
Tuller also expressed his gratitude in witnessing such warmth in a community where
people know how to thank and encourage the police officers for their service. Chief
Tuller said, “This morning I was with youth in a high school, where both the youth and
the officers leamned a lot from each other. This most beautiful meeting,” he continmed,
“became more meaningful when I attended this event and witnessed the talents of the
elders. And I think we need to bridge the gap between the generations so that every one
feels an important part of the same society.”

After the remarks of Chief Tuller, Fr. Taniclian introduced Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan to the guests as a true Shepherd who had tended his flock in the Guif coun-
tries (Kuwait, U.A E., Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, Suadi Arabia) for 17 years, especially
during the Desert Storm period which occurred in the early 1991. And now, since 1998
he has been leading the Prelacy of the Eastern United States and Canada.

Archbishop Choloyan praised the role of the police officers for their mission in
defending the lives of their fellow citizens and specially keeping the safety of our com-
munities. The Archbishop described the officers as the extended hands of God, as they
diligently fulfill their mission in preserving order and tolerance among people for the
prosperity and comfort of all.

EASTERN PRELACY CONTINUES 1700TH CELEBRATIONS
WITH PILGRIMAGE TO ANTELIAS FOR BLESSING OF MURON

The Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America is continuing
its cclebrations of the 1700th anniversary of the establishment of Christianity in
Armmenia, with a pilgrimage to the Holy See of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon, for the
Blessing of the Holy Chrism (Muron).

The Prelacy office has announced that the pilgrims will depart on May 22 and will
arrive the next day in Lebanon where they will participate in a variety of exciting
events culminating with the Blessing of the Holy Muron by His Holiness Aram I,
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, on Saturday, May 26.

The itinerary includes guided tours and visits to Baalbek, Byblos, Anjar, the
Theological Seminary in Bikfaya, the Azounich Hospital and the Birds Nest orphan-
age and school as well as concerts and other cultural events. The pilgrims will also
have the opportunity of a private audience with the Catholicos.

Following the Blessing of the Muron, the pilgrims may depart for Aleppo, Synia,
where on May 28 they will visit Der Zor, the desert where thousands upon thousands
of Armenians perished during the Genocide by forced deportations. The following day,
the pilgrims may fly to Armenia or return to Lebanon from where they can go on to
other destinations, or they may return home from Aleppo via London on May 30.
Pilgrims going to Armenia will have guided tours to historic sites such as Khor Virab,
Etchmiadzin, Geghart, and Lake Sevan, etc.

Full details of the itinerary, dates and prices will be published shortly.

Commemorations Continue

Just as other communities have done, the Prelacy has been commemorating the
1700th anniversary with appropriate events during the past few years. Last October
His Holiness Aram I presided over many such events in various cities within the juris-
diction of the Eastern Prelacy.

As part of the commemoration, the Prelacy is planning a series of publications
including the translated works of early church fathers, a history of the Armenian
Church, a survey of the early days of Christianity in Armenia, and the proceedings of
the Symposium which took place in October in Princeton, New Jersey. The Prelacy is
also planning a major concert presentation on November 10, 2001, at Lincoln Center's
Alice Tully Hall in New York City, featuring Armenia's renowned Chamber Orchestra.

"The 1700th anniversary of the establishment of Christianity in Armenia has been
an occasion for all of us to become more attached to our church," said Archbishop
Oshagan. "We must continue to utilize this opportunity to make our people more aware
of the history of our Church and to show how our faith is as relevant today in the 21st
century as it was 1,700 years ago."

CHRISTMAS IN CONNECTICUT

An exquisite evening, sponsored by the Prelacy Ladies Guild was graciously host-
ed by Mr. and Mrs. Rene and Linda Chirinian on December 2, 2000. Held under the
auspices of the Prelate, His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, the festive
Christmas dinner was held to benefit the Eastem Prlacy's Orphan Sponsorship
Program in Armenia.

His Eminence made a special effort to avail himself to attend this superb function.
Following the invocation, he thanked everyone for their efforts and support and wished
them a blessed Christmas. Mrs. Lucille Sahagian thanked the hosts and welcomed the
guests on behalf of the Prelacy Ladies Guild.

and Mrs. Yeranik Ayseh

Over 100 guests, hailing from all over the tri-state area as well as Indiana and
Pennsylvania were in attendance at the splendidly decorated Chirinian residence in
Connecticut. Every corner of the residence was decked with charming Christmas
themes, ornaments, centerpieces and favors, a manifestation of the great effort in plan-
ning this event which was only rivaled by the elegant ambience created by the guests.
The scrumptious delicacies prepared mostly by the hostess, complemented by a
Viennese table, were a joy for the palate and the eye.

The evening was a tremendous success in all respects enhanced by the worthy
cause it sponsored. It is noteworthy that the Eastern Prelacy's Orphan Sponsorship
Program in Armenia has been successfully implemented for the past six years, helping
approximately 800 orphaned children in Armenia and Artsakh. The Prelacy Ladies
Guild takes this opportunity to thank all those who contributed to this worthy cause.



