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THE SECOND JOINT CLERGY CONFERENCE
CONVENES IN CALIFORNIA

The second joint cler-
gy conference between
the North American
Prelacies of the Western
and Eastern United
States and Canada held
on the occasion of the
Feast of Sts. Ghevont-
iank, began on Monday,
February 29, 2001, at St.
> Garabed Armenian

* 5\ Vs, A Cathedral in Holly-
wood, under the auspices of the prelates of the two regions, His
Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan and His Grace Bishop
Moushegh Mardirossian, with the participation of forty clergymen.

Before the opening of the conference, a special morning service was
performed. It was spiritually very uplifting to see this group of forty
clergymen participating in silent prayer and reflection. At the end of the
service Very Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, Pastor of St. Asdvadzadzin
Armenian Apostolic Church of Toronto, offered a spiritual meditation
taken from Luke 11:33-36. Father Shahe beautifully analyzed the
meaning and place of light within our lives, and conveyed to the attend-
ing clergy the message of light which was given by Christ, who Himself
is the Light of the World.

The opening of the conference took place in the Church's
Garabedian Hall with the collective recitation of the Lord's Prayer. Both
Prelates made opening remarks and directed their greetings to the
assembled clergy.

The election of the Tivan was performed by open ballot. His Grace
Bishop Khajag Hagopian, Canadian Vicar, was elected chairman and
Very Rev. Fr. Papken Charian, Pastor of Saint Gregory Armenian
Apostolic Church of San Francisco, was elected secretary.

The first order of business was the reading of a special message sent
on the occasion of the second joint conference by His Holiness Aram I
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, in which he blessed the gath-
ered clergy. His Holiness, on the occasion of the 1700th Anniversary

(continued on page 3)
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ORDINATION IN STS. VARTANANTZ ARMENIAN CHURCH
PROVIDENCE

His Eminence conducts the ordination service of Deacon Mark
Norigian in Providence, Rhode Island

Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church in Providence, Rhode Island, com-
memorated Vartanantz Day, celebrated the ordinations of altar servers, and began the
Lenten season on Sunday, February 25, 2001.

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the Armenian Church in the Eastern
U.S. and Canada, celebrated Mass and ordained Alexander Baghdasarian, Garo
Tashjian and Robert Nazaran as acolytes; Manouel Tavitian as stole bearer and Mark
Norigian as deacon. Families, friends and parishioners filled the church to observe the
ceremony of ordination and participated in the Badarak with His Eminence.

In his well-received homily, His Eminence emphasized the conviction and sacrifice
of Vartan and his soldiers in their determination to remain Christians, as a nation and
empowered the Church as a second family. His Eminence expressed great pleasure
with the enthusiasm and dedication of the acolytes, stole bearers, and deacons. He
expressed cheerful anticipation at the prospect of returning to ordain more altar servers.

His Eminence with the newly ordained altar servers. First row:
Garo Tashjian, H.E. Archbishop Oshagan, Robert Nazarian, Alex
Baghdasarian. Second row: Father Gomidas Baghsarian, Manouel
lavitian, and Mark Norigian

Following church services, His Eminence attended the annual Sts. Vartanantz Day
Dinner and program hosted by the Senior Ladies Auxiliary. Aramian Hall was filled
to capacity with the newly ordained altar servers, their families, the trustees, NRA del-
egates and parishioners. His Eminence opened the event with a prayer and blessed the
table after which Mrs. Van Karoghlanian, Chairlady of the Senior Ladies Auxiliary,
welcomed everyone and ackmowledged the invited guests, Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan, Reverend Father Gomidas Baghsarian, Trustee Chairperson Christine
Engustian, and Honorary Guest Mrs. Mary Navoian, a representative of the eleven
remaining Genocide Survivors within our parish. The program of the day featured the
Mourad Armmenian and Sunday School children. The students of the Armenian School
presented a selection of songs appropriate for the occasion under the direction of their
music teacher and accompanist, Aurora Emdjian. The Sunday School students pre-
sented a narrative skit written and directed by Yeretzgeen Joanna Baghsarian to visu-
alize the thoughts and feelings of Vartan and his soldiers the night before the battle.
The students' performances were indicative of their interest and desire to please and
they "stole the show." His Eminence was obviously pleased with their program and
expressed his gratitude to the Auxiliary for a wonderful meal. He noted his long-term
acquaintance with the Providence community and once again expressed his blessings
to the newly-ordained altar servers and looked forward to returning to Providence.

PRELACY NAMES SONA HAMALIAN
AS DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Miss Sona Hamalian has been
appointed Director of the Prelacy's
Development Office effective
March 1. Joining the Prelacy’s effort
for expanded community outreach,
Miss Hamalian will help design and
launch a number of groundbreaking
programs. Through these initiatives,
the Prelacy will strive to foster cul-
tural growth and spiritual connect-
edness across the Armenian-
American landscape.

A dedicated community activist
and public relations specialist, Miss
Hamalian has 25 years of experience in organizational development and
fundraising. Her distinguished career includes leadership positions with the
Armmenian Assembly of America, the American University of Ammenia and the
Washington, DC-based Eurasia Foundation.
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The Second Joint Clergy Convenes in California (continued from page 1)

celebrations, focused his attention on two fatherly messages to the cler-
gy: to be renewed with the breath of Chnistianity and to serve the people
from within the Armenian Apostolic church, with selfless devotion.

After the reading of His Holiness' message, the renowned Armenian
Poet, Jacques S. Hagopian delivered a lecture entitled "The 1700th
Anniversary and Us." He presented in logical succession and in the light
of Holy Scripture, those qualities and standards that are expected from
today's Armentan clergy. He reminded his listeners that the Armenian
churchman must serve his people as father, mother, pastor, watchman,
light, salt and ambassador, giving his very best to the faithful seeking
spiritual illumination.

The second session, held that afternoon, concemned the clergy guide-
lines handbook. Matters concerning the performance of services and
sacraments, as well as disciplinary, pastoral and current issues were
examined. The members of the conference concluded that no effort
should be spared to assure the uniform and consistent performance of
rites in both prelacies.

The clergy, in light of their personal experiences, engaged in an
exchange of ideas and discussion on a wide variety of related topics,
after which Archbishop Oshagan presented the disciplinary, lifestyle and
practical demands and merits needed to be an exemplary modern cler-
gyman.

After examination of disciplinary issues, the clergymen of each
Prelacy, with their respective Prelates convened in separate sessions in
order to discuss local issues and concerns.

At the conclusion of the second session, the clergy left for Holy
Martyrs Armenian Apostolic Church in Encino, where they performed a
pre-festal evening service (Nakhadonag) in honor of the Feast of Sts.
Ghevontiank. At the conclusion of the service, Very Rev. Father
Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar of the Eastern Prelacy, gave a lecture enti-
tled "The 1700th Anniversary, an Invitation to Renewed Faith." Fr.
Anoushavan demonstrated how and why we must renew our faith and
arm ourselves against daily temptations, both visible and invisible, tumn-
ing our faith irito both shield and weapon. For the people who filled the
church, it was a great pleasure to see forty clergy gathered in one place;
to hear the God-pleasing service and listen to the day's lecturer.

The next morning, Tuesday, February 20, 2001, at 9:00 AM, morn-
ing services were held with the participation of all the clergy. At the con-
clusion of the service, Rev. Fr. Vahan Gosdanian, Pastor of Holy Trinity
Armenian Apostolic Church of Fresno, led the clergy in a spiritual med-
itation which was based on Mark 16:14-18, emphasizing the power of
Christian faith. Father Vahan urged his audience to be strengthened in
prayer, armed with faith and to serve God and the Armenian Apostolic
Church.’ )

After the service, the Ladies' Guild hosted a reception in Dikranian
Hall where, along with the clergy, the public was also in attendance and
had the opportunity to meet the church fathers.

The third session of the joint conference took place in Soghanalian
Hall. The assembly began its work with an examination of the message
of His Holiness Aram I entitled, "Toward a Renewed Armenian
Church," which included the following contemporary issues, of great
concemn to the Armenian Apostolic Church:

Administrative Unity
Liturgy and Ritual
Moral Issues
Christian Education
Re-evangelization
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His Holiness' accurate diagnosis and singular method of evaluating
the problems facing the church, allowed the clergy to thoroughly study
the questions presented and reach positive and constructive conclusions.
The spiritual fathers expressed themselves by asking frank and open
questions, which revealed their inner thoughts and concems. Their
graces, the chairman and two prelates responded to these questions.

The third session of the conference convened on Tuesday afternoon.
The first order of business dealt with general concerns. Broad and con-
structive consultations, questions and exchanges of ideas took place.
The clergymen, based on their pastoral experiences and out of a desire
to serve better and in order to try and resolve some of the difficulties
they face as pastors on a daily basis, sought out the experience of the two
Prelates, who in their turn offered a number of ways and means to sur-
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mount those problems. His Eminence Archbishop Zareh Aznavourian,
the Director of the Christian Education Department of the Holy See of
Cilicia, then treated the members of the clergy conference to a very
interesting lecture entitled, "The Preparation of Armenian Clergy,
Yesterday and Today." Archbishop Zareh spoke about the rich training
clergy received in the past, including the translation of recitations, the
Bible, the historical and doctrinal works of the church fathers, their the-
ological and liturgical discourses, as well as their apologetical and
canonical writings. To these were added musical, scientific and philo-
sophical training. Emphasizing spiritual preparation, His Eminence, not-
ing liturgical, theological, spiritual, pastoral and psychological prepara-
tion, also affirmed that while education is important, personal piety is
even more important.

At 6:30 in the evening, Divine Liturgy was celebrated in St. Mary's
Church in Glendale on the occasion of the Feast of Sts. Ghevontiank.
The Celebrant was His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan,
Prelate of the Eastern United States and Canada, who also delivered the
sermon. Altar servers were chosen from among the assembled clergy.
During the singing of the Midday (Jashou) Hymn, a lantern that had
been prepared for the 1700th Anniversary and brought from Holy
Etchmiadzin was brought into the sanctuary causing a wave of deep
emotion to pass through the hearts and souls of the faithful in atten-
dance. Just prior to the sermon, the assembled priests sang special
hymns dedicated to St. Ghevont and his companions, after which His
Grace Bishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate of the Western United
States, offered words of welcome, sharing his joy with the congregation
and inviting the Celebrant, Archbishop Oshagan to preach his sermon.
His Eminence, choosing for the theme of his message the words written
by the Armenians to the Persian King Yezdigerd: "From this faith no one
can shake us..." emphasized the vital role that the Armenian Church
played in the formation of the Armenian people. "Especially during this
year as we celebrate the 1700th Anniversary of the proclamation of
Christianity as the state religion of Armenia, we must be aware of the
goodness that our faith has brought us in the creative flight of our peo-
ple, in the building of our character and we must once again be strength-
ened with the tradition of our ancestors that nothing may ever be able to
shake us from our ages-old faith."

At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, Requiem Services were per-
formed for those Prelacy churchmen who, after having selflessly served
the faithful in North America, sealed their earthly lives in peace.

Following church services an official dinner was served at the
Anoush Restaurant in Glendale. Present were the two Prelates, clergy
and representatives of the Executive Councils of the Western Prelacy,
Boards of Trustees and Ladies' Auxiliaries.

The third and final day of the Joint Conference, began with the per-
formance of the Sunrise Office at St. Garabed Cathedral, at the conclu-
sion of which Rev. Fr. Aram Stepanian, Pastor of St. Asdvadzadzin
Church of Whitinsville, MA, offered a spiritual meditation based upon
II Peter 3:14-16. The students of the four highest grade levels at the Rose
and Alex Pilibos Armenian School also attended the service with their
teachers. Father Aram spoke to the students in a manner they could
understand, gaining their full attention and inviting them to participate
in the life of the church and the community. He urged them even at such

.a young age to bring their input to those labors, which are devoted to the

strengthening of the church and nation.

Lastly, the two Prelates offered their closing thoughts. Commenting
upon those issues, which were examined and discussed for almost three
whole days, the two prelates exhorted the clergy fathers to be fulfilled
by the spiritual meditations, prayers and reflections that took place dur-
ing the conference, and to become spintually transfigured, strengthened
in faith and empowered by hope. The clergy were also urged to be filled
in spirit and to advance toward being the best, to live a life that is pleas-
ing to God and to always serve our people with an ever-renewed will-
ingness and devotion.

After a final collective prayer, the reverend clergy departed for the
Ferrahian Armenian School in order to be present at a short program the
students had prepared on the occasion of the Feast of Sts. Vartanank.
Mrs. Bella Kocharian, Armenia's first lady, was also present at the pro-
gram.

The conference ended its labors with the sweet anticipation and hope
of again being together in two years.
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WORCESTER COMMUNITY HONORS RETIRING PASTOR
AND WELCOMES NEW PASTOR

Archbishop Oshagan (center) with Rev. Archpriest Vazken Bekiarian (left)
and Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian (right). Rev. Fr. Bekiarian is retiring after
22 years of service to Holy Trinity Armenian Church in Worcester. Rev. Fr.
Aktavoukian is the newly assigned pastor for the Worcester community

Despite severe weather forecasts of snow and ice, the Greater Worcester Armenian
community, along with our Prelate, His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, and
many friends, and fellow clergy from as far away as Chicago and Philadelphia, turned
out in great numbers on Friday night, Janmary 19, 2001, to honor our beloved Pastor,
Rev. Archpriest Fr. Vazken Bekiarian, on the occasion of his retirement after 22 years
of exemplary service to the Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church community, and
to welcome our new Pastor, Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian Approximately 350 people
came to the Holiday Inn to celebrate this truly bittersweet occasion.

The festivities of the evening began with a cocktail reception in the Garden Court.
Der Vazken and Der Sarkis visited with the many well-wishers. During a brief delay of
the entrance of the entourage, the Master of Ceremonies, the Honorable Sarkis
Teshoian, entertained those in attendance with his remarks, and announced, that at his
discretion, there would be some changes to the Program.

Following the Invocation by His Eminence, Der Vazken was surprised with the first
of those changes. City Councilor Juan Gomez presented Der Vazken the Key to the
City of Worcester; he was informed, however, that it probably didn't open any doors!

The program began with welcoming remarks by Judge Teshoian. He called for a
moment of silence, which had been requested by Der Vazken, in honor of all those
members of our Parish who had served so well, but were no longer with us. Very Rev.
Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Chairman of the Religious Council of the Prelacy, offered-
some light-hearted commentary of his past experiences with Der Vazken. Mr. Jack
Mardoian, Esq., Chairman of the Prelacy’s Executive Council, praised Der Vazken’s
dedicated service and extended congratulations to Der Sarkis on his appointment as the
new Pastor.

Musical interludes were presented by Mr. John Berberian (oud), Dr. Andrei
Markarian (dumbag), Mrs. Anaida Grigorian-Adourian (keyboard) and Mrs. Dzaghig
Kelekian (vocal soloist).

Words of recognition were offered to both DerVazken and Der Sarkis by represen-
tatives of the various clmrch organizations including, Ralph Gremo, Board of Trustees;
Mrs. Sur Martin, Ladies’ Guild; Mr. Kap Karielian, Men’s Club; Mr. George Frankian,
Seniors’ Club. Mr. Ron Johnson, Director of Casewell-King Funeral Home also
offered his words of praise for Der Vazken and words of welcome for Der Sarkis.

The final digression from the printed program came when Judge Teshoian called
Der Vazken's son, Garo Bekiarian to say a few words on behalf of the family. Garo
spoke of the feelings he and his family experienced when they first arrived in
Worcester and were welcomed so warmly. As Garo spoke about his father, the love and
admiration he felt were obvious to everyone in the room.

Speaking in both Armenian and English, the new pastor, Father Sarkis, spoke of the
significance of the Worcester community and the “snowy welcome” he and his family
received when they first ammived which was offset by the warmth of the people who
welcomed them, starting with Der Vazken and his family. He commented on the
smooth transition taking place, and of the support he and his family were receiving
from everyone. Der Sarkis thanked His Eminence, the Prelacy, and the Board of
Trustees and promised to do his best in serving the community. He congratulated Der
Vazken on his well-deserved retirement, wishing him a long, happy and healthy life. In
conclusion, Der Sarkis thanked everyone in attendance and expressed his heartfelt
desire to see everyone in church on Sundays, quoting our Vehapar, His Holiness Aram
I as saying, "The church in not the building.....the people are the church.”

Archbishop Oshagan then gave his remarks, congratulating Der Vazken on his 22
remarkable years of service to the Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church commu-
nity. He then spoke a bit on the nature of the "retirement" that Der Vazken could antic-
ipate. Though he certainly is now entitled to some rest, His Eminence informed every-
one that Der Hayr would be kept busy as an Outreach Pastor, conducting services when
and where he was needed. Surpazan went on to welcome and congratulate Der Sarkis
on his appointment as the Pastor and wished him much success.

The final speaker of the evening was Rev. Archpriest Fr. Bekiarian. Der Vazken
spoke of the range of emotions he and his family have experienced in the past 22 years,
with the ups and downs that are to be expected. He thanked everyone in attendance,
noting that their presence was an expression of their love and support. Der Vazken
thanked Surpazan for taking the time from his busy schedule to attend. He thanked
Judge Teshoian and Mrs. Teshoian for their support since he arrived in Worcester and
he acknowledged all the clergy who were present. Der Vazken acknowledged Rev. Fr.
Aved Terzian, the Pastor of the Church of Our Saviour, and spoke of their joint efforts
over the past 10 years to bring the Worcester Armenian community together. He also

made special acknowledgement of the efforts of Maestro Konstantin Petrossian with
the Greater Worcester Armenian Chorale, which is a direct result of the groundwork
laid by Der Aved and himself. Finally, he thanked all the members of the various
church groups and organizations for the service they have given to the church over the
years. In conclusion, Der Vazken thanked the members of the Banquet Commiittee for
their efforts, and most importantly, he thanked his Yeretsgin, his children and his
grandchildren for their love and support through all the years. Der Hayr's parting words
were: "I love you all, and I will be available whenever and wherever I am called ."
The festivities of the weckend culminated with Divine Liturgy celebrated by
Archbishop Oshagan, on Sunday, January 21. A lovely buffet was offered by the mem-
bers of the Armenian Relief Society following, the service.
Nancy D. Tashjian

Don’t Miss this Once-in-a-Lifetime
Opportunity

PILGRIMAGE TO LEBANON FOR
BLESSING OF THE HOLY MURON
AND
1700th ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

May 22-June 4, 2001

Optional trips to Der Zor, Aleppo and
Armenia available
Jor information:

Armenian Prelacy
(212) 689-7810

Nora Najarian, Service Plus Travel
(212) 682-1666
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