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Mpwjnipbudp bt gnhnbwlnipbwdp Ynngnilbd dbq pninpy’ Udbphluyh Upb-
tbibwl Gpgwlh br Puwlwwnwgh Abdhl Uqquyhl bpbuhnpwluywl dnndhl wnhpny:
Upwubg Yp vwnpf np bp dnpnjwljmb Ghuwnbpp pywl wpnpibwihg br ognuzun’
Ubp finwdnufibpp YbnpnGwglhnyg fbp bybnbgin bu dngnynipghl junwyghdnipbwb
bu Jbp gopdmBknipbwl ninpn by Gyunmljwujug GhgbpoiG pug

Swwnniy nngnjih vouf nifiptf julnib U.qgujhl Lwpsnipbwb bpoliwlwb by Lwpgw-
Gl dnrlmlﬁbanﬁ Ubp poynp hwudwyifGbpnil bu dnpnynipghG' niqnoumd Shppojhgh
U. Uwpghu tybnbginy hwdwGfhG, hbngbinp hnyprhG* U.pd. S. Swpoli Rhiy Uunbhwulbum-
GhG, Znqgupmpénipbwl bu jupuljhg fupdhllibpnil, npnGf Yp hhippllyugbb dbq b
Ubp wjuwnbn Ybgnphilip Yp nupslbl hwbghun bu hwbibjh:

fbuhu bpbupnwbulwl wpn dnnnp wbnh ' niGbluwg 2001 pniwywbhl, np Zuyg.
bybnbginy hudup jwwnndy Gywluyniphil nllibgng wwpbyupds fpb E: 1700 wnuphlbp
whjpwhwl hp wnwfbniphilp junupud Zuyg. Gibybghl wjuop wibh buu fbq Yp
hpon hpk fwbsbwn wlnp Gupwjlbuduljwb nbpujwwwmpniphilip dbp dnpnynipnh
hngbfinuap YugluinpduG dtg: 301 pniwfubhl Zujuunwl wylvwphh yhnwljwlo-
pt8 fppumnnblbwgnufp Jbppwlkwnp sbnui fphuwmnup bibpbgin) wnwfbnipbwb: U.
%phgup Lntuwnpps b hp juwgnpribpp fiwghG hwiwwnwphd Rphuwnonuh yunguidhb
by Uabnwpubh pjup nupwmbdbghl dwpmuwnwmbh vwhfwbGbpkl wy nnipu: Lubpwg-
puluwl wpdwbwqpniphdilbp fuwl wju fupnggnipbwl dwuhl, npnyd dbp hwuypbpp nk-
pnefih hpwhwGqht wlvwmyny hpbGf Yupnyniptwb suging gwbughG Pphuwnnup wyw-
Ybpwn qupdliby pnpnp wqgbpp (Tw 28. 19% Ahyn &, fphunnblbncphiip wbunwywboptl
plymbink bnf, Gop dwdwGulGbpp bnub ybp hnghG nupplon gupbp, npnbf hpblg
lvnp bu wbgGybih npnavp nphé dbp Gupwmgph, wypnuth bu wnbydugnpd vunufinhG
Yjuqluinpiful vty: Aunhl phe br Juibpwlwl hfwuwny fphunnbbugwbf, dbp hn-
gh6 nupalbny wuwwnfitlp Uibnwpubh yfwpnniphiGGbpmG: by k np nhiphl sb-
qun by sk dbp bppp, uwluyl, dbp hurwnwpdniphilp fbp Bumnnidny bu §bh uljqpmilf-
Gbpni6 hwlnty fGug hywpinnipbul wyphup bp Ybwbfhi: Uyg huownwepdocphep
pbwdh6 njd pupdwy, np hifiwywynuyulinipbwb dbp piuqnp qgopugnig dbp Uy, nh-
Yunpbim pnynp wbuwhp swphfh, by jugpbn wdth wbuwlh wywubphy Jupdwlnidh:
Ugu pninpp6 hwup jwwj dwhp bu unin JGwpbghlf, vwlml wlypwyuwpdwbf np
fphuwnnuh fwuhG bp JYuypiphtib n wlnp bwlngky gnigwpbpwd Jbp hunwwmwp-
Uniphilp vhqh wywhndbghf ¥bp qnyniphibp, hmljunwy pnjnp wptunbbpnG:

1700wdbwlh wcbwlwwnwupniphiGbpp wnhp bG Ubp hwjbwgfGbpp nignbny dbp
bybnbghhl by wbulibni wlnp nbpwjuwunwpnipbwb plngdtetG Ubp bybnbginy wyuop-
nmwl wwwnlbpp be jubine wwwndnipbwl plpwgfhl whniwé by wyuop wy YhGuwlub
8Yunnning opongunip:

fuwbbpipn gupp vbp dngnynipghG hwdup byu Ubp wwwndmpbwl wdbGLE nd-
obf s pgulip: 8bnuuyulinipblikh by pnlih nbnuhwlnipbkl |bpuwypwd fbp dngmynip-
nph pbynpGbpp gpoibgwl wpppwphh qubwquf bpyhpbbpp bu yuwwn bplwp wnbihg
wlnlg hafwhbpuynidp quiiwqub bphhpGbpnt wWwpfwlGbpni b, pupfbpnil by Ywgne-
phwGg, sb wibyglbp Gubt wyl hpuywlniphifip np Shlgbr wyuopu jubwiy wy Yuyf Yp
thnfubGf wlwnbuwlwl b wywhnfwlwl ywunBunbbpny' hbnwlwiny huljuy Ghqbpny
b Ghipwlwb Gbpgpnudng junwgnhfud pwpgquiwé Jbp qugmplbpkl: Uhhufh ghp-
mgwml JhBwypl nhfug Gnp whljwpwgwd dbp LwypbGhfhl wy hGhun hwduybwdup
pnbwunhpoipbuwl wuly, nup hngbinp bu wqquyhl wdtl wpnwjuynniphid pnbh Ybp-
wny |nnipbwl fwwlinibgu: B Uhpinfh iy b pt! Tuwyp 2uypbbhfh ty bybybghb
ghtwgpuiibg Gop YuwgniphiGlbp: Uthponfh kg (hbp-sihGbym JhGwlhlG dunbniwd
Ubp dnnynipyh quiwlyBbpnil hwifwp bybnbghl hp hngbinp wnwfbmipbwl Ynnfhb
unwbablbg Gubr wqquuuwhywidwl ywpnwlwlnphlp (bppbdl bpYpoppulwb
Yupbinpmpbwb fwuppulhi quubnyg hp hngbunp ywprunpowphdp): buly 2wy
pbGhfLG Gbpu bybnbghl upadw Pophpyuyhl Yupgbpnt judwjwnwp: Tunhe pojap
wlnlg npnlf Ypgwb bpphdl niuwbunbiny wwhby jupg fp hpuenGfibp:

Uyu ponpp bppbdG swlip, bppbfl ndnuwp wpunnwlfay hwugnighb ll'bq‘ dbp
wyuopnimb jugnipbwb: Ubp Bbudh bplyne bplhpbbpp niibgwl Gwby wwppbp thnpdw-
nnphiBlbp, Ghwwnh wnbbinyd dudwbulh wbuwltntl whnbg Ybwlfp, Gniwmbnudibpl
nu pbpugnudlibpp, bt dwlwiwby juqbuinpoudp: Poufu Undbphiugh Uhwugbwy bw-
bwlgbbpnil br Pwlwwnuh fwupf & UnwghGhl wwpwuquyh wlnGf niGbgwG hhb
wwufwpkl 6w qnpuypbwl, np yuwuwbwn gupdwd kp Fbdhl Ywpsulwb pudw-
GoudhG be byhwdGmlwb by bp hbwl RFbubpnt hwunwunndhl: Uww wunp jugnprud
kp UhghG U.pbibbmb fwpg fp bpyhplbpk ke Uwyp 2wypbGhftl qunpwd fbp quiwy-
Gbpni6 plwlniphil hwunwnbp dbp #buh qubuqul fuquflbpndd dty: Rulwnwh
wwpwquyhl snlbgubf ulqpbuyjul dudwlwlurppwbh yufwpp, Gyuwnh wnbbn
wlnp jupwpbpupwp unbjh Gop Yuqlwinpnudp: Gpwpwwywpn bef ponp wy
GnihpbwGbpniG hwlnkyy, npnbf pt’ Udbphlwgh Upugbw) YwhwlqlbpnG oty b pt!
Pwlwwnwp vty hhflbghG blybnbgh, nupng bu wy Ybnpoblibp oo JwpdhGbbp, npnlg
Syuwwwll tp Ynuwnpnimd dnpndmpnh fp quuulbpnil gopipbwt pfwun way,

wqquuuwhwyubdub gpd Yuwnwpby 2ap. by 4

The English text of Archbishop Oshagan’s message lo the National
Representative Assembly will appear in the next issue of OUTREACH.

Deputy Chief of Mission

Blessing of Holy Muron in Antelias

| His Holiness Aram I

consecrates the new

4 Holy Muron during

4 ceremonies in front of

St. Gregory the

= Illuminator Cathedral,

the Cilician See's

Mother Church.

Thousands of pilgrims

Jilled the great

courtyard to witness

the centuries-old

ceremony. Participating

in the ceremony are,

second from left,

His Beatitude Archbishop

Mesrob Mutafian, Patriarch

of Constantinople, and on

extreme right, Archbishop

. Oshagan Cholcyar, Prelate
of the Eastern Prelacy.

His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia, presided over
the Blessing of the Muron (Chosm) ceremonies on May 26 in Antelias, Lebanon.

Our Prelate His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan attended and participated
in the ceremony. A large gathering of the Faithful from various communities in the
Middle East, the United States and Canada, witnessed the centunes-old ceremony as
Aram I took the old Muron and mixed it with the new. Participating in the ceremo-
ny were twelve archbishops and bishops, including His Beatitude Archbishop
Mesrob Mutafyan, Patrarch of Constantinople. The Mother See of Etchmiadzin
was represented by Archbishop Kude Naccachian, Prmate of France, and
Archbishop Housig Santourian of Etchmiadzin.

In his address to the large gathenng, His Holiness noted that the newly
mixed muron should serve as a means of renewal of our people, particulady at a time
when the Armenian people are marking the 1700th anniversary of the establishment
of Chuostianity as a state religion. His Holiness said. “The Muron stands as a symbol
of the unity of the Armenian Church and a citadel of the Armenian people’ deter-
mination to prevail. The Muron, for 1700 years without interruption, continues to
decorate the children of the Armenian people. I consider this blessing of the Muron
as the renewal of the faith and spiritual reawakening of our people,” he said.

Other dignitanes attending included: His Holiness Patrarch Shenouda of
the Coptic Church and Patnarch Zakka K Iouaz of the Assyrnan Church, and rep-
resentatives of the Armenian Patrarchate of Jerusalem, the President of Lebanon,
the Speaker of the Lebanese Parliament and diplomatic envoys.

National Representative Assembly Convenes in Michigan

Archbishop Oshagan
with award winners,
Congressman David

Bonior (left) who
received the

Spirit of Armenia
award and

Kaloust Sogoian (right),
the Man of the Year.

At the extreme

left isArmen Kharazian,

of the Armenian
Embassy and

on extreme right,
Rev. Fr. Daron
Stepanian, pastor of
the host church.
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An Example to Follow. . .
Many times we compare activities in
our Armenian community with similar
activiies in the Jewish commumity.
Recently duning my business tnp to Chile
T had the opportunuty to spend a few days
with a Jewish businessman very active in
the local ¢ ommunity. I was very cunous
to find out about their prionities and the
work done to preserve and assure the
future of the Jewish people in Chile. I was
very impressed that a community of
15,000 people was able to support a high
school with 2,000 students. In their cur-
nculum, the leaming of Hebrew and
Jewish history is heavily emphasized. The
tuition is very expensive, considering that
the average salary in Chile is 400 dollars a
month; only twenty percent of the par-
ents support the whole school by con-
tobuting each $1,200 per month. In addi-
tion, every year tnps to Israel are organ-
ized for the high school students. It was
very obvious to me that the Jewish people
are very conscientious in assuning that
proper education can secure the future of
their community. I hope this example can
serve as a guidance of how to solve the
problem of the disthal conditions of the
Armenian schools in the New Yotk area
and lead to the preservation of the future
of our Ammenian American community.
Mardo Anastasian
Middle Village, New York

Another Example to Follow...

Recently Stepan Bakalian and Antranig
Vartanian celebrated their 65th birthdays.
Frends and family gathered at St
Tluminator’s Cathedral hall to celebrate.
Both of them requested that instead of
gifts those who wished could contrbute a
monetary sum for the Prelacy’s general
orphans fund.

The party brought in $1,895. 00 which
enabled the Prelacy to take on additional
orphans into the program.

His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan
thanked Mr. Bakalian and Mr. Vartanian
and all of their relatives and friends for
this very meaningful birthday celebration.

God gve.us two ears but only one
mouth. -Some people say that’s
because He wanted us to spend
twice as much time listening as talk-
ing. Others claim it's because He
knew that listening was twice as
hard.
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Prelacy Hosts Conference on Relevance of the
World Wide Web to Armenian Life

What will be the impact of the com-
puter, cyberspace, the Intemet and the
Word Wide Web on a small nation such
as the Republic of Armenia, and on its
Diaspora? This was the topic that preoc-
cupied a group of invited participants for
two hours on May 4th at the Prelacy.

His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan,
Prelate, opened the proceedings with 2
prayer Then Dr. Khachig Tololyan, who
1s Professor of English at Wesleyan
University and the founding editor of
Diaspora: A Journal of Transnational S tudkes,
mtroduced the issues and the speakers,
and moderated the discussion.

The main speaker was Hrach Bayadian,
from the Republic of Armenia (ROA), a
mathematician and cultural chtic who is
also the President of the “Information
Technologies Foundation” (an NGO)
and lecturer on information technologies
at Yerevan State Umiversity. Tololyan
described Bayadyans career, first as a
researcher, then as First Deputy Director
of the Department of Information and
Publications, and before that as head of
the Strategic Research Center at Aragast
B, a software company in the eatly years
of independence. Describing him as a
man who is aware of the multiple effects
and implications of the Web, not just a
man who is aware of the multiple effects
and implications of the Web, not just for
the economy of Armenia but also for its
culture and identity. Tololyan outlined
Bayadyans mvolvement at international
conferences on cyberspace and globaliza-
tion. In such debates, he said, Bayadyan
has been an eloquent adovcate of the
position that the Web is not just an instru-
ment, 2 means to an end, but is also a
transformation of the space in which
human activities will be conducted. After
giving some examples of the transforma-
tive effects of the Web, based on his
knowledge of diasporas and minority cul-
tures, Tololyan invited Bayadyan to
address the guests.

Bayadyan’s half-hour presentation was
tiled, “Cultural Identity in the Era of
Digjtalization.” He emphasized that the
Web is the most visible aspect of a global
transformation that is reshaping every
kind of relationship: economic, govem-
mental, interpersonal, and cultural
Though its influence is felt everywhere,
he said, small nations will feel the impact
of the Web and of globalization more
than other entities.

There has been a certain amount of
optimism, Bayadyan continued, about
Armenia as a country that has many
experts in computer software and hard-
ware. This aspect of the legacy of the
Soviet era seems to offer potential for
development, but unfortunately it must
be evaluated cautiously. Manuel Castells,
an expert on globalization, was not wrong
when he said that the Soviet Union col-
lapsed because it could not deal with
mformation technology. The political,
ideological and behavioral shortcomings
of the Soviet system persist in the post-
Soviet era, Bayadyan added. this made ut-
lization of Armenia’s technical potential
difficult n 1991, and now, a decade later,
some of Armenia’s best experts have
either left the country for employment
elsewhere or their expertise is becoming
obsolete in some ways, while problem
attitudes persist.

Armenian cultural identity was hard hit
durng the Soviet pernod, said Bayadyan,
by excessively rapid urbanization and the

Hrach Bayadian was the main speaker at the
round-table conference.

loss of traditional wvillage life—so well
descnbed in the wozk of the author Hrant
Matevosian—and since 1991 the problem
has continued. Armenia has lost much
that was valuable but has not gained
coherent new cultural entities to take the
place of what was lost. Among other
things, it has not developed the concepts
and authonty structures for a proper use
of mformation technology.

There is a crsis of authorty in
Armenian culture and in the digjital wodd
as well, Bayadyan said. There is no proper
language; most people who work with
computers were trained in Russian.
Younger practiioners are learning
English. The Armenian language remains
complicit with the old state authonties
and is loaded with old ideological assump-
tions, the same ones that hampered prop-
er development of digital culture mn the
first place. There is also no “cultural stud-
ies” in the western sense, Bayadyan
added, so that analysis and caticism of
cultural problems in general and of the
digital wodd’s impact on identity in par-
ticular are lacking,

This 1s cntical, Byadyan said, because
the digital can and must be used to recon-
struct Armenian educational mstitutions
and Armenian cultural identity in the 21st
century. This can’t be done without a
shared new language and conceptual
vocabulary. The potential of any technol-
ogy, mcluding that of the Web, can’t be
realized just through technical means. A
culture appropriate for the proper devel-
opment of that technology in social and
cultural contexts must be developed, as an
urgent prionty for Armenia.

" Three others gave ten minute presen-
tations: Raffi Ajemian, a software special-
ist and water, who is also a member of
the editonal collectives of Oper Lerzer and
Horizon; Vartan Matiossian, a specialist in
Armenian literature and correspondent
for Haratch who was untl recently a resi-
dent of Argentina, and now teaches at the
Hovnanian School in New Jersey, and
Dawid Davidian, a nuclear engneer and
computer specialist long active m cyber-
space debates with Turks who deny the
Genocide. Matiossian and Ajemian each
made baef and focused presentations
about the importance of the Wodd Wide
Web. They argued that if Armenia and
the Diaspora can work together to create
truly shared software standards and stan-
dardized keyboards, the Armenian lan-
guage itself can enjoy a revival as a medi-
um of communication and creativity.
Davidian offered a Powerpoint presenta-
tion. He emphasized that the Web is
everywhere, and everyone can contnbute
to it, but the mere presence of Armenians

Archbishop Oshagan and the moderator,
Khachig Tololyan, exchange views on the
topic.

on it cannot guarantee quality and impact.
It is a medium that has evolved rapidly,
with no central guidance, authosty, or
quality control, and ever more media are
involved in it every month. In a decade, it
will be completely a multimedia phenom-
enon. Davidian expressed the conviction
that Armenians who understand the
potential of the medium, are equipped
with the appropnate knowledge, data
bases and multimedia skills, can make a
great diffference both in the homeland
and the diaspora.

The nearly hour-long discussion which
followed demonstrated that the invited
guests—businessmen and lawyers, infor-
mation technology specialists and public
relations experts, academics and commu-
nity workers—were both concerned and
excited. Many attendees thanked the
Prelacy team led by His Eminence
Archbishop Oshagan and Sona Ha-
malian, director of the Prelacys newly
established Development Office, for
organizing an unprecedented event of
this kand, in which concerned people with
various skills were gathered by invitation
to think together about an issue of obvi-
ously tremendous importance. There
were extended comments about the van-
ous kinds of impact the Web could
have—economic, political, cultural, even
moral—in Armenia and between
Armenia and the Diaspora. The only
general agreement was that presentations
and discussion of this topic should con-
tinue, and should lead to programs that
utilize the Web for the sake of the
Armenian people.

Mark the Date

Nov. 10, 2001

New York Debut
Performance of the
National Chamber
Orchestra of Armenia

Alice Tully Hall

Lincoln Center
New York City




Prelacy Ladies Guild Hosts Mothers Day Luncheon

Archbishop Oshagan with members of the Prelacy Ladies Guild.

The heat wave in May yielded to a sea-
sonal balmy weather for the Mothers’ Day
celebration on May 7. The St Regis Hotel
was the site of the magnpificent event
organized by the Prelacy Ladies Guild
under the auspices and in the presence of
the Prelate, His Eminence Archbishop
Oshagan.

Also attending the luncheon were the
Vicar General of the Prelacy, Very Rev.
Fr Anoushavan Taniehan, and guests
from Lebanon, Argentina, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, Georgia, and Pennsylvania
and the New York metro area.

His Eminence conferred the Mother
of the Year distinction to 96-year-old
Guenoffia Galstian. One of the founding
members of the Iranian Armenian
Society, the multilingual Mrs. Galstian is
considered to be the matriarch of the
Iranian Armenian community. Arch-
bishop Oshagan spoke highly of the hon-
ored mother ating her accomplishments
and espedally the love and devotion she
bestowed on her children. He presented
her with a certificate of merit as her
proud family gathered around her. Mrs.
Rita Tatevosian, overwhelmed with emo-
tion, spoke on behalf of her mother,
thanking the Prelacy and the Prelacy
Ladies Guild. The Tatevosian family
made a generous donation of $4,000 to
the PLG mn honor of their mother and
grandmother. The Prelate and the Guild
members ‘€xpressed heartfelt gratitude.

In an inspirational address, Arch-
bishop Oshagan congratulated all moth-
ers by descobing their work as “God-
given grace.” As he reminisced about his
own mother, he recalled what she had
given him that was exceptional and con-
cluded that the Armenian mother gives a
portion of Armenia to her children. His
Eminence called upon the younger gener-
ation of Armenian women to take the
responsibility of safeguarding their her-
1tage, keeping the God-granted grace alive
in their children.

Archbishop Oshagan also honored
Helen Hajinian on this occasion. A vol-
unteer at the Prelacy for more than two
decades, Ms. Hajinian has also been a gen-
erous benefactor Ms. Hajinian thanked
the Prelate and told the audience that she
has “received much more than she has
given.”

Gilda B. Kupelian welcomed the
guests on behalf of the PLG stating that
“friend-mising is more important than
fund-raising” Extolling the virtues of
motherhood she underscored resilience
as the most important trait next to
courage, confidence, instinct, grace and
faith, making motherhood the exception-
al job that has no school, nor teacher.

The Prelate presents the Mother-of-the-Year
Award to Mrs. Guenoffia Galstian.

Archbishop Oshagan presents Certificate of Merit
to Ms. Helen Hajinian in apprecation of her
many years of volunteer work at the Prelacy.

Dottie Bengoian, the winsome motiva-
tional lecturer, educator and humonist,
who has spoken at Armenian and non-
Armenian functions nationwide, remind-
ed everyone of the therapeutic benefits of
laughter. The multi-talented “Armenian
ambassador of joy” provided insight into
Armmenian culture and called for the
preservation of our traditional hentage by
recording our ethnic stories. Needless to
say, her delightful performance was
accented by a hearty dose of uplifting
laughter that had the audience craving for
more; some were even wiping tears of
laughter from their eyes.

The four-member Amar Chamber
Ensemble led by founder Susan Dadian,
performed wotks by Alan Hovhaness and
Gomudas Vartabed, on guitar, flute, and
dumbeg. And much to the delight of the
guests, Ana Rojas, gave beautiful rendi-

(Continued on page 4)
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National Representative Assembly Convenes in Michigan

The National Representative Assembly
(NRA) of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America (Eastern United
States and Canada), met in Dearbom,
Michigan, May 15 to 18, dunng which
time the delegates deliberated on the
many challenges facing the Armenian
Church. The host community was St.
Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church.

In a bold and impassioned message,
Archbishbp Oshagan challenged the dele-
gates to begin a process of true re-exam-
ination of our church and other bodies to
make clearer their roles and direction in
this pivoltal year marking the 1700th
anniversary of Christian Armenia.
[Editors Note: The Armenian texx of His
Eminence’s address appears in this issue. The
English translation will be published in the
Summer issue.]

Several awards were conferred during
the closing banquet on Fnday, May 18.
Thus year’s “Spirit of Armenia” award was
presented to Congressman David Bonior
for his many years of active support for
the Armenian Amercan community. The
“Man of the Year” award was conferred
upon Mr. Kaloust Sogoian, who with his
wife Emma, has been a generous bene-
factor to the Armenian Church including
the Prelacy, the Holy See of Cilicia, and
the Holy Mother See of Etchmiadzin.

The Assembly sent letters to the
President of the United States and the
Prome Minister of Canada, noting the
milestone annmiversary year being celebrat-
ed this year by the Armenian Church.

The Religious Assembly met pror to
the National Representative Assembly.
The clergymen discussed liturgical and
organizational matters and shared infor-
mation and offered support to each other
Very Rev. Fr Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar
of the United States, gave a presentation
on the newly republished Handbook on
Systematic Theolsgy, by Archbishop Shahe
Kasparian who was the first dean of the
Cilician See’s Seminary in Antelias,
Lebanon.

The NRA convened Wednesday after-
noon, under the presidency of
Archbishop Oshagan, and with the par-
ticipation of 98 lay and 15 clergy dele-
gates. On behalf of the host committee,
words of welcome were offered by Rew.
Fr. Daron Stepanian, pastor of St. Sarkis
Church, and Michael Hagopian, chairman
of the Board of Trustees. Following the
reports of the credentials and nominating
committées the executive was elected as
follows: Jack Papazian (Philadelphia) and
Jirair Basmadjian (Montreal), co-chairs;
Rev. Fr. Khoren Habeshian (Washington,
D.C) and Ara Suremian (Chicago),
Armenian and English secretaries respec-
tively.

His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of
the Great House of Cilicia, in his message
to the NRA expressed his hopes for a
successful assembly recognizing the spe-
cial challenges facing the Church in the
Diaspora and asked Almighty God to
provide strength and good health to all so
that they may continue in their mission
and service.

Jack Mardoian, Esq., chairman of the
Executive Coundil, in his address focused
on the creaton of the Development
Office. “The establishment of the
Development Office,” he said, “started
with Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and the
establishment of the Prelacy’s Endow-
ment Fund many years ago with an eye
toward financial stability for the Prelacy.

We will be creating the means for people
to endow various aspects of the Church
and to contrnbute in a meaningful way
which will ultimately be very beneficial for
the Prelacy and its mission.”

Highlights of the sessions included a
report by Sona Hamalian, the director of
the newly-established Development
Office; an address by Very Rev. Fr.
Anoushavan on the 1700th anniversary
commemorations; panel meetings on
bylaws, finances, and boards of trustees;
workshops on the 1700th commemora-
tion, and Archbishop Oshagan’s web chat
with the youth.

Elections

Re-elected to serve on the Religious
Council was Rev. Fr. Gomidas
Baghsarian, Pastor of Sts. Vartanantz
Church, Providence, Rhode Island. Re-
elected to serve on the Executive Council
was Richard Sarajian, Esq., Ridgefield, NJ.
Elected to serve as new members were:
Rev. Fr Sarkis Aktavoukian, pastor of
Holy Tonity Church, Worcester, MA;
Hagop Tashjian, Toronto; and Peter
Bedrossian, Providence, RI.

Representing the Eastern Diocese of
the Armenian Church of Amernca was
Dr. Dennis Papazian who offered a mes-
sage on behalf of His Eminence
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate.

Closing Banquet

The 2001 NRA concluded Frday
evening wath the closing banquet attended
by a capacity crowd.

Congressman David Bonior of
Michigan was honored as the Man of the
Year in recognition of his many years of
dedicated service to the Armenian
Amercan community. In recognizing the
congressman, Archbishop Oshagan
praised his attentiveness and accessibility
to his constituents and his commitment
to truth and justice.

The “Man of the Year” award was pre-
sented to the well-known businessman,
mventor, and philanthropist, Mr Kaloust
Sogoian. Mr. Sogoian and his wife,
Emma, have been supporters of the
Prelacy, the Holy See of Cilicia, and the
Holy Mother See of Etchmiadzin for
many years. They recently financed the
building of the new St. Dertad Church in
the Vayk section of Armenia. On the
occasion of presenting this award, a
painting of the St. Dertad Church was
presented to the Sogoians with thanks for
their many years of dedicated service to
the Armenian Church. Born and maised in
Detroit, Mr. Sogoian for more than fifty
years has been an active leader and inno-
vator in the engineenng and manufactur-
mng fields and has developed a number of
successful mndustnal patents. His dedica-
tion to the Armenian Church and to the
Amerncan and Armenian communities
can best be seen by the more than one
dozen awards he has received mcluding
the highest award from both the Holy See
of Cilicia and the Holy See of
Etchmiadzin. Most recently he recerved
the Ellis Island Medal of Honor.

A certificate of appreciation was pre-
sented posthumously to Mr. Hagop
Mouradian a faithful member of the St.
Sarkis Church of Dearbormn.

Armen Khamzian, Deputy Chief of
Mission of the Armenian Embassy to the
United States, representing Ambassador
Arman Kirakossian, addressed the gather-
ing as well. He congratulated the Prelacy

W ontinued on page 4)



4  Outreach
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Ujuop, fumbutybpnpy gupm ubdfhlG Yuwpg fp fugmphlbbp dinjomwmd bb:
dujmunwl whjwlwmgwd b, ptyh Upbudinbwb dbp gudwfudwup qulgnuudughG
qunpp Ybd hudbdunnmpbwdp Gnumqud k: Ubgp Yp dbuy wqquyhl YunnyghibpmG
JbpwfGGwpynidp, bybnbgin) br wyp YwpdhGibpnt ywpunwinpmpbulg yjunwulbgoudG
m. mugnmphilip: hGywku Jbpbr wlhiwmpybgh, 1700wdbwlp wnhpl k wju equuuljmp wy-
Pwunwbfp mwbbing, qgnuynpbwdp, wswpgntpbudp b Wwdwnwunbun pbudp qnpdh
pudulint fibpp Jwwnwpbiny, vwljuyl .l.rhh_LGnJﬁ wwbl hutfwmnpbor mwpnibihf pnpnp
fihgbpp: «hpwpne hbw b ppupne hwdwp» bp npgbgpud uyqpeifp Yoydbpp wnwlg
2thnpbiny, hipwfwbshiphf Yuwwpbihf wrbuwwnwlfp wnwlg pbpuqGuhwnbp
Uhwuliwpup hpugnpdb k fbp yuwpwwinpniphilp:

Mpyku bybnbgulmb-wqquihl fupdhlh, bupg Yne vuf wjuop.-

b?Gs £ bybnbghG:

Nuunmufembbt wnwg wyu hupgnubhb, Y nigbd junmly pupdly, np wgbwy pupndG
Uty wbnh nilibgwd qulwqub nhyfbp' hpblg hbunbiwfGbpny fbp bybnbghhl Gyfwphwn
nbpl oL wnwfbiniphilp npny sunhny ybnbghl: Ubp dnynympnh qnynipbwb by pupo-
poipbwG hwdwp bybnbgh6 jubwjv pbpugwe hp hngbinp winwfbnpbub dty: Byuop
dudmlulp hwuwéd yhwnf b Gunby, np bybnbghl hpbli hwPup Gujowvjunhe by wnwg-
Guhbpp pupdbk hp hngbunp nughG, Bunniwdwymbsh dwglip pubjh nupdGl dbp quumy-
ibpnil bv pupnjuljwb ulqpniGfGbpp wbulk npyku YbwGfh ybpwdmimd wmypbjumlbpy:

duyg. bybnbghli wiftG pwlk wnwy hwiwwnfh nnliG £ hnG fnbnn prpwfwbshep
mbhwwnh hunfwp: GhbnbghG hwimwnf whwnf b fupngt nu Gbpplsk: ZnG Jinbnnp
huwimnwgbw whnf k pjjuy, punhb opoibl b wdpngguljul hdwunny, hp hnghb by
bp opbpp pupqlubbim) fphunnbbwlwb huminfh G fwpunniphiblbpny br gnpébpn:

Gpypnpy, bybnbght wkwf b gqunlw; Bumnndn jvoufhG fwpnghs br wwpubdpy:
tpwjrnwpwup wlgbu) gupot whfhgwlub Yuppfibpp whinbubghG wyu ywpwqmb:
bibnbghli nupéun dhuwfwunwpnipbwb Ybhnpnl, wqquzhl dunwlgnipbwl fp fGw-
gopn, bu hngbhunpuwbp Gbdwduubniphibp Gjunh nlhd) qupswe Shumjunnwp,
owwn Julwp nrunufiwfuwé bt fuwwnpwljwb hwujwugngnipbwdp fbp dnnnynipnp
quuwllbpm fmiwpnulth Jup: Uyn’, bybnbghf by bibnbguljmbip whkwf nibGhG qup-
qugnufh by ppblg fupngguluwC wwpunwinpoipbwl JbpwnupdhG: Mupunuenp bl
Uwinnuwdwynifsp Pupnqby bu uppglby dbp quumlbbpnil: Uppuqul wnwfbiniphil k,
npoyhbwbt wnwlg Uuwnnidny houfpli, wGnp whhwwnp hnghpf dty JwpujunidhG,
wpbih sk hwulylion duyg. GhbnbghG dbp dnnnymprh pliybpughl, mGubuwlwb, pGul-
swlwl wjuqulnpbwl pluguiwnbbpnt hpwljwlinipbwb Jfty:

{uyg. GlbnbghG bp wwpwwinpmpbwlg jwwwpnufhl Jfty wknf £ wbuGk hw-
runwugbwiibpnd fphunnGtwlwl wnnny nuunhwpulniphlbp: Ujuopniwl dwpnlyuhl
pGYbpniphilip (society) wupynuwd E Ywpnljuyhl wfbGEG unynpwljmb puwpnjulwb wp-
dHGbpkG bu ulyqpnibifibplG: Typeglbpt Ghpu, fbp gufwfwdwupl Jpuy, fbp quimy-
Gbpp 4p JbdGwl wnuwlg fphuwnnlbwlwl pwpnujountpbwm@, Yp jrouhG Ubyuinp
1bgqnuny, Yp Jupbl wlyuwnwupwlunn hwbf: 3hyg k op juwl nugpudhunbbpp, hw-
ruwruwpulpnniwdlbpp, hngbinp by pupnjulwG uljqpniGfGbpny hbinbungGbpl nu wwywn-
wuwlGbpp, vwhuyl Yumy Gwbe wlwwppbplbpny Jbé quiignimd fp, np nuppnipbuwli pb-
nbip Ubp bybnbginy wupunwluwlnphiGl t, vbp niubpmb gpoowd ywpuounpnphdGp:

Uhppwytu, dwyg. GibnbghG yhwnf t punbw; wnwfbnphl, wibnwpwlsniphib
(mission), hyn uyluytu hGswku wlgbwhG bywd kp: Mundnphlip §p Jyuyk U. Sphgnp
Lowunnpsh b U. Umbwl-Ubupngh ubpnilinlbpoli juwnwpwd fupnqswlul huljupo-
Yul wylowwnwbfh fwuhb: Ny Ghuyl dwyjwunwbh vwhfwbibpkG Ghpu be hwy dngnydnep-
nh quuulibpnili hunfup, wy Gwbe ypgwryunnh owwp dnpndmpnlibpm b down: Fphu-
wnlbnphilp jupniiwwlul wibnupwlsnupplb b, wjjuwyke gbnughl, wyjpwphwgpwu-
w6 Gby uwhdfwliGbpm b Sty whhyw 4p Gwhbwlump F°Gs pwb vnbg vbp hwypbpp hnlib-
pnil fphunnGiniphiG fupngbiny, wlnlg wibnwpwlsniphll Yunwpbinu: Gibnbghl
wnulg wbwnwpmbsmpbwmb hGfqhGf Yp uwwwlblk: pwnbf, Ypbwy pypwy np nfwbf
wnwplybl, pubjm] pt Zwyg. Gybnbghl wmqquyhl bybnbgh b Qwundnipbwb plpwugfhl uy
mqqm]hﬁ blibnbgh sEp°GE: «Uqquypl» wju u{mpmquthG sh GpuBwmibp hll.lJl'll.G bhwfmp, wj
hhfimwku 4p Gywlwlht Jbp bybnbgin) wqquyhl wyG gpoydp, np Jbp bybgbguny
dwnwdnnnipbul, wunnuwdwpwlinipbul b dkupl Gjwpwughpp §p pugujujnt:

Uhwufu pwguwpbint hwdwp hwpgnudp bu Ynugpbd, np pnpfhl kg obp
tunwdnufibpnil nuyppmuwd fwpunwhpunkp fp6 b b?6s whanh ppwy bu hGsyb®u Yp
wuwinbpuglGEf 2wjg. GYbnbghé Udbphybwl gudwfudwuhl Jpwy Pulh dp ubpniln
bwf, bpp pwnt wfnrubnmphiGGbpnt hudbdfwwnphilp yhuh puqfwywwlnih, bpp,
wjuybu Ynsniwd quuphl buyp hofpudwulnphl yhnh jugqut: bu's yhnh pubGf
pt «flwgnppuglis & Luyg. GYybnbghl, Yuw'f yhwh Jbpuwnbublf dbp plpnlinudlbpp b
qopwglibGf wibnwpwliwlmb bp wylvwunwbifp:

Twlp, ndniwphl bv yuwnmwupwGuwmnne fwpunwhpuckp @ Tunwmdblf: fuydpwnwnbuy,
wuwqub Gbplhughl vty fibny n1 wbuling hwwwfwlwliniphilbpl bG np wuwwnifnpbub
pipwgfhG Yp nhfwbwG: Ubp buiwfwljwb pGfiwywinuywbnpbub pluqnp gupbpny
pGpwugfhG hpbl hwdwp npwtu thpynipbwl jwuwn wbuwd k blibnbghlG b fymlyn)pp:
Puyg plmqnhl suh Yupbunp k ghunwlhg donbgnidp: fuwnwhwlyubnipbulg Jupbih sk
4qby npnpuinphs bt fwjwurnwgpuljwb fupbpp: UB.6hpwdbywn b wligbwh hpfwoewnb fbp
thnpdwnnmphuilbpp fiGby, guwnby bt wlnfigdny hwuniigmd jwpgwmy Gbpljugh Gywblb-
pp bu pun wiid wnwglinpynihi Ugqquyhl, huuwfulwl hwunibwugnufp hpbG wnppip,
njd bi nby nmbh nupbpnt hfwuwmniphilp, bppbdl jwin wgfinumljuG fpnhlfnd nm
Gwhwinwynipbwl wphibng qinitwd hopdwnniphilip, hGswku Gubt wqquphl qunu-
thwpuwjouniphilp, np flwpnd k, widwdulgbh, Bunwlwbopki hunwfuljuwl Gudpuw)
gnyg wninn bu wnwyglnpynn: ULY juoufny wihyp dbp wphiGhG by YbwGfhG: U Shptl
Gbpu whwf E pdpnlb; «lqquyhls bybnbgh hwuljugnyniphilp, puyg punhl ny pk Gy
plwuwnny, wy dbp Juwmwmphhf wibvwwpubsnipbudp, wuhbing 4wg. bybginy nipnjl
nhdwghdp, hunwwwphd wunmwdmpuln phibp by bwympnyp dtup:

1700wbwyp Gbpfhli vbp wlhwwnhlG Gonpngnipbwl, wwpPwnwybpynipbwl b
wjjunhnjonuth mnhpl k: Gpp UbGf qubq wpwwnpwuwnbGf hnthnjunipbwl bu Ginpngne-
pbwl, wi wunbl Thuyl hfwuwn §'nlbbuy fbp bjbnbginy puwpblyupgniphibip, hp puq-
Pmqué bpbufibpni] bu pGwquiwnGbpnil Siy:

Uhpbih’ wwwungqwidwinplbp bu hhupbp,

Tof Yp Gbpluymghif Udbphlugh Unpbibjbwl Oppwlh bi RPwlwwwgh bp Fhdh
bybnbghlibpG bu dnnnynipnp: Ywdwinpuybu gnif dbq wpwdwgpud B dwnwgbine
wlinp Jbpbifhl h plnhp: SGnpbwlmniphil dbp Gnippnufhb be gnhognipbw€ hwfwp,
hsytu Guby Gnphwlunippli bu bpwpwwghuniphil whgbwhG hhdfiwughp b
qnpdwd pnpnp Gnihpbwybbpnil: Fumbutybpnpy nupp §p pugnih wibjh junml npw-
Jwwnmpniphuifbpny, npnGf wkwnf & np fGGwplynihl by gnpdh JbpwdnihG ubp wqqhl
Uty gqnpdnn prynp Cwupthllbpnib Ynndt, puwn hpblg Ynsnufhi:

UbGf npyku bybnbgulwb-wqquyh fwpdhl, fbp hpfiulwl Gywunulp yhnf £
nupdGbf Jbp bybnbghl, wlnp wuwmniwduhG wnwflnphilip, puunhupuysulwi
wupunwinpniphilp, jupwpbpuwlwl qnpdniiknpbwl pupwnfoudp by wwpdpwnophlp:
Ahzy k np 2wyg. bbnbgin) wnwfbiniphilp thwyl hngbuinp sk, puyg YohnfhG Gdupp uyny
Innd Yp hwlh: Plwme wkwf st phnpb bybnbghl wgqhG hbw: Ny wqqp bybnbght k, ng
wy bhimbghG' wqqp: Ghbpbghl huwiwmnwgbwGbpn huiwfwlwbnippG k: @bpbeu
Julinmigl, hpwhpny m fpfpps hwunwwnul |, puyg hpwlwlniphuiG k: b sbGf YpGup
pupinf, nuinhn bt wpnhGunnp pudnuod g obit pubh, bpt whnp Gydwphn pdpnbine-
Up, pljuinudp b ppulwlniphilp snbulblf: dwlwbwlG k np {uyg. Gibnbginy hupw-

National Representative Assembly

(Continued from page 3)

Archbishop Oshagan and Rev. Fr. Daron Steparian present Mr. and Mrs. Kaloust and
Emma Sogoian an oil painting of the new St. Dertad Church in Vayk, Armenia, which they
Sponsored,

on “the productive work done” and
wished success for all of the Prelacys
plans and endeavors which “are aimed at
further strengthening the role of the
church and its very specal presence in
Armenian life.”

Mr. Kharazian continued: “Today, at
the conclusion of this important conven-
tion, I must say that from the Middle East
to North Amerca and elsewhere in the
world, the Cilician See has always been a
major source of spirtual and social ener-
gy for its communities. It has been the
center of Armenian community life in
those days when Armenian life itself was
destroyed in our historic towns and vil-
lages, and when our families were roam-
ing the Arabian deserts in search of relief,
faith, and salvation.”

The Deputy Chief also acknowledged
Congressman David Bonior who, he said,
has been an outspoken advocate for
Armenian American issues since his elec-

tion to the House of Representatives in
1977.

Raffle Drawing

As in past years the annual Prelacy raf-
fle was drawn pror to the banquet’s con-
clusion. The funds raised through the raf-
fle help support many of the Prelacy’s
educational programs. This year’s winners
were: Ladies Guild members of St
Gregory Church (Philadelphia), first
prze; Robert Hajjar, (New York City),
second pnze; Yervant Sarkissian (Bayside,

NY), third prize; Noubar Mahdessian,
(New York), fourth pnze, and Maro
Dionisopoulos, Margaret Takian, Sara
Markarian, and Mary Fermanian (Provi-
dence), fifth paze.

Archbishop Oshagan expressed spe-
cial words of thanks to Antranig
Boudakian who for the second year in a
row directed the raffle campaign to a very
successful conclusion. His Eminence also
thanked all those who bought tickets and
thereby helped the Prelacy and 1ts mus-
sion.

In his closing remarks, Archbishop
Oshagan once again thanked all the mem-
bers of the host community for their hos-
pitality. “This is not the closing or an end-
ing, but rather a beginning—the begin-
ning of the great and sacred task ahead of

22

us.

PLG Mothers Day

(Continued from page 3)

tions of some of our much beloved
Armenian folk songs:

After a delicious lunch, a raffle draw-
g, ably led by Lucille Sahagjan, featured
an array of exquisite gifts of jewelry, crys-
tal, silver, leather, and fine accessomes.
The PLG expressed its gratitude to every-
one who donated raffle prizes and to Mrs.
Marion Boudakian who donated the
Kosta Boda crystal favors, and Mrs. Maro
Hovhannesian for the floral arrangements
donated in loving memory of her mother.

fulighip Gnihpbuy hpbG hunfup wnwgwhbpp GYuunk bibybginy hwpwqun nbphG oy
bp fwubwlgniphilp b oquuujupniphlip, hbgwyktu hrpwfulship wqquyhb wy Ywug-
SuwlbpynipbGk Gbpu hp dwnwynphilip pbpng mBhwwep' woibwy juqbwlbpyni pbwi
hwlnbw: Tupq bu juinwly jvoufny, hipwfwliship wlnuf np bybnbginy Yuwniwd Yup-
thGGbpny gty Yp dwnwl waplbynniphiip ywhnf b nibug h hwpyhG hpwdwpbpoe bp
wwpwolitl, bpp bybnbginy Jbpbfhl hwidwp s'wypwwnhp, bpp sh hwewnwp bybabgng
hngbinp wnwfbympbwl I wqquyhl Ybwbfté Gbpu whnp Jbpwwwhniwmd juwnncl
gbpwuunwpnipbul: dbpbe Yputh, pt dbp ghpmiuunwpniphlp wpu Yol wib
dupdhGhl by whwf b junwljwbwg Zpwduyului £ op vbp wopwnwfibpp hpupny
(pwgnighs, wdpnneumgnighsy plnp niGbSwl bi Jbp qnhnnmphififi nu Gonippnufp
dhwulwlwlniphil vinbybdbint dwnwbl: Fhwubulwinphib* np fhnp qopmghby Jbp
wqquyhl ponp Yunmglbpp, wnwfig pywne whuywpfubopti dhwaby, Shuwnbuwly
Yud dhophlimly: bwpbinp b wqquyh wdprpwlwmlb YunnghG by hrpwfwbship
Yupfih gbpuwjwwnwpmphdp, wylwnwifh pudwinufp, vwiuw)l poppt wy whnf b
hbnwwlinbl bwiwfwhwb jwhp b Guywwwlp: Buplw Yp Glwlh fuyp gbnh guwn-
bphG hwpluwwne ghunwylbpp juwmwphk bnf gpunnfh hpblg wwpunwlwmbniphilp
hbunghbuk §p hwpunwuglbl nu §p qopwglbl fwyp gbnhl ¢nipl nu hnuwlfp: Ghnpp,
wlnpogniphilp Gbpluw) wpuquymq fbwGfh hnuwbfhb fky junugnuf §p gunbw-
nbG, njdh Juwwnlnuf bt dwdwlwlyh Ynporun: Lopwinp bybnbgh Yp Gywlwljk qopwinp
hngbunp bv wqquyhl hunwmfulwbniphil: br qopwinp nt pbpwlwwnwp hngbinp
wqqujhl howfwlwlnphifp dbp bybnbging bu wqqhl qnynipbwl Gupowuyuylwl6 b

bp fwnpbd by ywnopb np 1700wdbulh mefwljwwwpnipbulg mupunyl qniqu-
ghynn Uqquihl Gpbuhnpwlwlwb wu dngndp plpwbuy jugnn, hbquuwh bi hfwu-
wwenpnuwd, bu dbp Ghgbpoil npyku Gywnwl wbulibGf wyg. Gybnbginy hngbinp
wnwfbmpbwé dwyynidp, hwiwnwgbwy dbp dognynipph junwgnhdnipbwl by hn-
qbenp Juyb)fpl b polinhp:

170wdbwlp png npunGwy Gop Upwdwbh fppunnbtwlwl Jbp Ybwlfh Jbpuwpb
i6nbwmb br wqquzhl SYHpunnipbul:

0GUuLUYL USRBIHULNTNDY
Unwylnpy Uhwugbw) bYwhwbqlbpnt
UpbibjlmG Gpywlh b Rwliwwnuyh @buhl



