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National Chamber Orchestra of Armenia Concert in Alice Tully Hall
Concludes Prelacy’s 1700th Anniversary Commemorations in Grand Fashion

National
Chamber
Orchestra
of Armenia
receives the
admiration
of an
apprecialive
audience.
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Catholicos Aram’s Message to International Conference on Sacred Sites

I send to you my greetings in the spir-
it of humankind from the headquarters
of the Armenian Catholicosate of
Cilicia of the Armenian Church, in
Antelias, Lebanon. I also greet the
Venerablg Dharma Master Hsin Tao,
the founder of the Museum of Wotld
Religions and the initiator of the
Pre-

servation of Sacred Sites. I consider

Global Commission for the

this gathering of eminent représenta-
tives of wortld religions and different
spheres of society, of particular impor-
tance as it takes place at a critical point
of human history. In fact, conflicts,
tensions, socio-economic evils and the
deterioration of moral and spiritual val-
aes have led the world to new uncer-
tainties and complexities. Humanity is
in search of new meaning and identity,
new direction and vision.

I firmly believe that religion has a
pivotal role to play in this context. It
reminds the governments and civil
societies the crucial importance of spir-
itual and moral values of the life of
human community and promotes
peace with justice, human dignity and
human rights, the God-given gifts of
humanity. I also believe that religion, as
a major force in the life of society, is

This is the text of the message His
Holiness Aram | addressed to the
International Conference on the
Global Preservation of Sacred
Sites, which took place November
9-12, 2001, in Taipei, Taiwan.

called to play an important part in com-
bating the evils that in different ways
and forms, endeavor to impose their
dominance everywhere. Hence, this
Conference on Global Preservation of
Sacred Sites is a promising step on the
quest to give more visibility and effi-
clency to the role of religion in the life
of contemporary societies. In this con-

text, I consider the dialogue and collab-

oration among the religions of the

world vital and urgent.

According to the program, this
panel will address the following theme:
“Religions and the Preservation of
Sacred Sites.”

At the outset of my few remarks, I
would like to state clearly that religious
sites are not merely monuments or
places of special importance. They ate
sacred by their nature and scope; they
are sacred by their very mission. I want
to share with you a few perspectives
and experiences emerging from the tra-

dition of my Church, the Armenian

Orthodox Church.

1. Religious sites are sacred because
we believe that God-humanity dialogue
takes place in these places. In fact, we
consider the church the most sacred
place in Christianity. It is the temple of
God, the place whete God dwells,
where God reveals Himself and invites
humanity to engage in communion
with Him. This is why we consecrate
the churches and religious sites. We also
consecrate all the objects and materials

‘that are used in our teligious sites. We

believe that, with consecration, these
geographical realities are transformed
into new realities by acquiring a new
quality, a new meaning and vocation.
Furthermore, we believe that in these
sites people become united and are sus-
tained by divine presence.

2. Religious sites express the cultural
values of a people. They are built by a
given people in a given place and time.
They bear the identity, traditions, val-
ues, the suffering and hope, the dreams
and vision of a people. Culture
embraces' the totality of the inner and
outer wotlds of a people. Religious
sites vividly and authentically manifest
the peculiarities and specificities of a
culture, and the suffering and hope of a

(Continued on page 3)

Very Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian
Is Assigned to Cathedral

V. R. Fr. Muron Aznikian

The Prelate, Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan and the Executive Council
recently announced the appomtment of
Very Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian as pastor
of St. Iluminator’s Cathedral n New
York City.

Very Rev. Fr. Muron (baptismal
name Vahe) was born in 1957
Lebanon where he recewved his primary
education at the Apkarian School. After
graduating from elementary school he
was accepted at the the Semmary of the
Holy See of Cilicta where he success-
fully completed the eight-year curricu-
lum for celibate priesthood. He was
ordaned Deacon by Archbishop
Ardavazt Terterian 1 1976. He contin-
ued his studies at the Near East School
of Theology. In 1980 he was ordained
into the sacred order of pnesthood by
Archbishop Datev Sarkissian and
renamed Muron.

In 1983, after completing his thesis,
“Vahan  Koghnatzr’s Life and
Martyrdom,” he received the degree of
Vartabed and the right to use the
Doctoral Staff.

Hayr Muron taught at the Seminary
and the Apkarian High School and also
served as the Dean of the Antelas
Sunday School, chairman of the rek-
gious educational council, and advisor
to the Armenian Church Unversity
Students’ Association.

In 1988, upon the request of Holy
Martyrs Armenian Apostolic Church in
Encino, California, Hayr Muron was
assigned as Dean of the Parish. Under
his dynamic leadership the Holy
Martyrs Church reorganized its church
choir, Ladies Guild, and reopened its
Sunday School. It was through his
efforts that the Armenian Apostolic
Youth Organization was started with
the express purpose of instilling

(Continued on page 4)
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National Chamber Orchestra of Armenia Concert in Alice Tully Hall
Concludes Prelacy’s 1700th Anniversary Commemorations in Grand Fashion

y Florence Avakian

“Passion and Light” aptly describes
the spectacular performance of the

National Chamber Orchestra of
Armenia at Alice Tully Hall, Lincoln
Center, on Saturday evening,

November 10. It was dedicated to the
1700th anniversary of Christian
Armenia, and sponsored by the
Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, under
the leadership of the Prelate, His
Eminence  Archbishop  Oshagan
Choloyan. The celebrated group, under
the baton of its Artistic Director and
Principal Conductor, Aram Ghara-
bekian, played a difficult and varied
program before a sell-out enthusiastic
audience of more than one thousand
people.

Attending this special event were a
number of dignitartes mcluding
Armenia’s Ambassador to the United
Nations and Mrs. Movses Abelian,
Lebanon’s Ambassador to the United
Nations Celim Tadmoury, Archbishop
Zareh Aznavourian, Exarch of the
Armenian Catholic Church Bishop
Manuel Batakian, Armenian Evan-
gelical Church pastor Rev. Dr. Peter
Doghramaji, AGBU International
President Louise Manoogian Simone,
Stephanie Platz of the Russel Sage
Foundation, and Chris Kosrowsky and
Jacintha Duong of the Catholic Near
East Welfare Association.

Also present were several well-
known artists, including the Juilhard
Music School Dean Dr. and Mrs
Stephen Clapp, Metropolitan Opera
soloist Lucine Amara, concert violimst
Anahid Ajemian, Hollywood and tele-
vision star Kay Armen, pianist and
ethno-musicologist Sahan Arzrum, and
concert pianists Lucy Ishkhanian and
Arthur Papazian.

The concert was preceded by a cock-
tail reception in the spacious lobby of
Alice Tully. Hall. The excitement in the
concert-hall was palpable as conductor
Aram Gharabekian strode confidently
onto the stage. Edvard Grieg’s five-
movement “Holberg Suite” 1s 2 work of
majestic beauty which includes the
ebullient Pre/ude, the flowmng and
sweeping Sarabande, and the joyous
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Maestro Aram Gharabekian, Tamara Petrosian (concort master), and soloist Suren
Bagratuni in front of the large poster at Lincoln Center.

Gavotte, the dramatic and lilung A4zr, and
the spirited Rigaudon. The Norwegian
composer had composed it to mark the
bicentennial of the birth of
Norwegian-Danish playwnight Ludvig
Holberg whose universal personality he
respected.

Franz Joseph Haydn’s “Concerto mn
C major for Cello and Orchestra,”
found in 1961, after being lost for some
200 years, is a graceful and serene com-

\

posttion. The first-movement lively
Moderato introduces the principal theme
which 1s developed throughout the
meditative ~4dagio and the gallant .4/egro
Molts. The work displayed the unique
virtuosity of cello soloist Suren
Bagratumi, a distinguished mnternational
recitalist, chamber and
recording artist.

Following intermission, works by
two outstanding Armenian composers

musician,

were presented. “Hollow Land” which
recetved its U.S. Premiere at this con-
cert, is dedicated to the victims of the
September 11 tragedy. Master duduk
and zurna soloist Ararat Dallakian
brought out with heartfelt artistry the
devastating, sorrowful, as well as mel-
low and peaceful transitions of this
piece. For Armenians, the duduk and
zurna have always characterized the
soulful sound of the homeland. The
modern work’s noted composer Ruben
Altounian 1s chairman of the String
Quartet Department at the Komitas
Conservatory, and son of the great
authority on Armenian folk music
Tatul Altunian.

“Symphony for String Otchestra
and Timpam,” by celebrated composer
Edward Mirzoyan is a five-movement

.composition of intricate rhythms and

melodies. Replete with dissonances and
polytonality i a tapestry of Armeman
folk tradition, the dynamic work was
presented with eloquence and passton.
Solo percussionist Arsen Ter-Tadjadian
provided the contrasting dynamics.
The composition which is regularly
performed throughout the world, was
first premiered in 1962. At the tiume,
Aram  Khachaturian
“Mirzoyan’s Symphony opened a new
page in Armeman music.” And Drmutry
Shastakovich called 1t “the achievement
of not only Armenian art, but also of
the entire musical culture.” Mirzoyan,
one of the best known and loved artists
in Armenia was awarded the title of
“People’s Artist” of the former Soviet
Union, and served as chairman of the

commented,

Armenian Composers’ Union from
1950 to 1980.

Throughout the the
unique role of the conductor was

program,

impressive. Aram Gharabekian, the
acclaimed music director and conduc-
tor formerly of the SinfoNova
Otchestra in Boston, conducted with
confidence, grace and a thorough love
of the music. A dancer on the podium,
he created a special choreography with
his sweeping arms, graceful hands, and
expressive body movements as he
inspired his musicians, drawing out the
desired artistry.

Lengthy standing ovations brought
on three encores including beloved and
well-known dances by Komitas. As the
crowd slowly left the concert hall,
noted singer Kay Armen enthusiastical-
ly commented, “This group is phenom-
enal. I got gooseflesh all the way down
to tmy toes.”

At the dinner party for the orchestra
following the concert, Maestro
Gharabekian, voicing the feelings of
the players, expressed his deep apprect-
ation to the committee and the Prelate.
Richard Sarajian, Esq., on behalf of the
Prelacy’s Executive Council, expressed
pride and gratitude to the orchestra and
conductor for a performance that will
be remembered forever.

The beautifully designed commemo-
rative book and concert program, given
to all concert attendees, was the work
of Neshan Koulian, Principal and
Creative Director of Koulian Willams
Design Group.



St. Hagop Church in Racine Hosts Conference on Armenian Spirituality

by Mary M. Olson

On November 3, the community of
St. Hagop Armenian Apostolic Church
in Racine, Wisconsin, hosted a one-day
seminar titled, “Armeman Spirituahty
101" The conference presenter was
Deacon Shant Kazanjan, director of
the Armeman Religious Educational
Council (AREC). The seminar was the
fourth in a series of events planned by
the community in commemoration of
the 1700th anmversary of Christian
Armenia. Earlier programs mcluded a
Liturgical Concert, a shde presentation
of sites in historic Armenian lands now
located in modern day Turkey, and a
requiem service honoring St. Hagop’s
first choir director, “Varjabed” Mr.
Khachig Dadian.

Deacon Shant organized the semi-
nar under two main themes. Part One
focused on the basic and essential
ingredients of a spiritual life: founda-
tions, vision, and theory. Part Two cen-
tered around the nurturing of our life
m Christ; how to actualize our beings as
Christians.

The day began with morning servic-
es celebrated by Hayr Sourp Vaghiag
Miloyan, 'assisted by Deacon Shant.
Following a buffet breakfast, Board of
Trustees chairman, John Buchaklian
welcomed the forty-six participants.
Mr. Buchaklian read the resolution
passed by the Wisconsin legislature
proclaiming an annual commemoration
of the 1700th anniversary of Armeman
Christianity in the state. The podmum
was then turned over to Dr. Mary M.
Olson who introduced Deacon Shant.

Deacon Shant began his presenta-
tion by noting that it was the Feast of
All Saints Day in the Armenian Church
and thereby even more fitting to host
this seminar on this day. In Part One of
the presentation, Deacon Shant made 1t
very clear to the audience that the Bible
must serve as the primary text for spir-
ituality. Deacon Shant modeled this
premise throughout his presentation by
reading from various passages from
both the Old and New Testaments sup-
porting his major ponts.

Deacon Shant made it clear that
spirituality is about our relationship
with the One and Living God, and that
the Church s here to help us with our
journey in finding and developing this
relationship. He then illustrated where

Seminar participants with members of Racine’s 1700th anniversary committee. From left

to right, John Buchaklian, Esq., Mary M. Olson, Ed.D., Deacon Shant, Hayr
Vaghinag, Sonia Buchaklian, and Julie Der Garabedian.

the Bible gives us the signposts for our
journey and defines for us what we are
to do as Chnstians. “The Bible 1s not
just information, 1t 15 for formation.”
The Bible tells us that the essentil
nutrients for a spiritual hfe are: 1. The
Word of God; 2. Prayers; 3. Fellowship;
and 4. the breaking of bread
(Eucharist/Badarak).

In Part Two of the presentation,
Deacon Shant went on to explain that
we must have these nutrients of a spir-
itual life in our lives on a daily basis.

‘This translates into the need for daily

Bible reading by every Chrstian and
daily prayers, as well as attending and
participating in the Badarak on a week-
ly basts.

In explaining the need for daly
prayers, Deacon Shant taught the atten-
dees the Elements of Prayer, or a Rule
of Prayer. The rule of prayer includes
an opeming recitation, the recitation of
“The Lord’s Prayer,” the reading of a
Psalm, an additional Bible reading, peti-
tions or general intercession, mtention-
al prayer, the Trisagon, and a closmg
recitation. This Rule of Prayer 1s based
on the Zhamakirk or the Armeman
Book of Hours. “Our prayers highlight
our understanding of faith and our
faith shapes our prayer life,” Deacon
Shant told the audience.

The- audience participated through-
out the day with questions. The pro-
gram was concluded with a rousing and
motivational address by Hayr Vaghinag,
who also offered the closing benedic-

tion followed by the singing of Giljgia.

Deacon Shant also met with Sunday
School teachers and Board of Trustee
members on Friday and Saturday
evening. Following church services on
Sunday morning, Deacon Shant joined
the congregation for their weekly “cof-
fee hour,” where he answered mdivid-
ual questions.

The overwhelming response to the
seminar was that it was a true learning
expertence, that it was filled with valu-
able information, and that Racine
would like Deacon Shant to return for
another seminar. A suggested topic for
the “The
Sacraments.”

The 1700th Annversary Committee
consisted of Mrs. Sonia Buchakhan,
Ms. Julie DerGarabedian, Mr. John
Buchaklian, and Dr. Mary M. Olson.
The commuttee would like to thank the
Ladies Guild for their help in providing
the seminar luncheon. The entire St.
Hagop community would like to thank
Srpazan Hayr, Hayr Vaghmag, the
Racine Board of Trustees, and especial-
ly Deacon Shant for this opportunity.

next semunar  was

1 tell you and you forget.
| show you and
you remember.
|l involve you and
you understand.
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people. They are the living testimonies
of the culture heritage of a people.

3. Faith is not a conceptual notion; it
is an expression of the inner yearnings
and aspirations of a human being. It
requires structure to articulate itself in
human society. Religious sites are con-

crete manifestations of the spiritual
values, traditions and desires of com-
munities of faith. Hence, their signifi-
cance goes beyond their cultural impot-
tance and geographical confines.
Religious sites constitute the spiritual
treasures of a faith community.

4. Religious sites are the guarantors
of the continuity and identity of reli-
gions, cultures, civilizations and
nations. Through them the historical
continuity of a faith community 1s
assured, and the specific identity of a
community is safeguarded in time and
space. Through religious sites the com-
munity is built and empowered spiritu-
ally and morally.

Therefore, religious sites belong to
all humanity. They are the spiritual rich-
ness of all humanity and, as such, they
must be preserved, they must be kept
intact and remain a soutce of venera-
tion. Religious sites must become
instruments for the promotion of spir-
itual and motal values, of love and rec-
onciliation, of justice and peace in this
world.

My church and my people have
attached a special importance to reli-
gious sites. In the course of our history
many invaders have destroyed our
churches, chapels, centers of pilgrim-
ages. Our people have renewed and
built new ones. In fact, we have built
the house of God before our own
houses.

1 want to draw the kind attention of
this Conference to the fact that hun-
dreds of Armenian religious sites have
been totally or partially destroyed,
desacrilized and used for non-religious
purposes, in the eastern and southern
parts of Turkey that used to be for cen-
turies a major center of the Armenian
Chutch and the people. In fact, in 1915,
during the First World War, the
Turkish-Ottoman government of the
time planned and executed a2 Genocide
against its Armenian population. One
and a half million Armenians lost their
lives and the rest were dispersed all
over the world.

It is vitally important that the reli-
gions of the world join their forces to
preserve the sacred sites of all religions.
I believe that we can do that by deep-
ening the mutual respect, understand-
ing and trust among religions, by work-
ing together for justice and human
tights, and by combating the evil forces
that dehumanize humanity and destroy
the creation of God.
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In 1990 he was assigned Dean of the
Holy Trinity Church 1n  Fresno,
California. With diligence Hayr Sourp
advanced programs to meet the spinitu-
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