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From the Editor

he passing of Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian filled the hearts and

souls of many people with great sorrow, including everyone at the
Prelacy, who had seen him only a few days earlier during one of his
regular visits when he was in New York City.

The news of his sudden death stunned me. When I received the
phone call literally an hour after he died, I felt for sure that this was a
mistake, a cruel joke; I had spoken to him the day before and he seemed
to be in high spirits, looking forward to the presentation of his new
book, The Etchmiadzin Chronicles, in a few days at the Prelacy. Instead, on
that appointed day, we attended his Wake.

This issue includes news and photographs of his funeral, extreme
unction, and interment. The next issue will be devoted exclusively to his
life and service.

I will have much more to say about him in the next issue, but I do
want to remember here that he was the one who inaugurated Ouwtreach
in 1978 and it has continued to be published without interruption since
then. Prior to 1978 the Prelacy had a newsletter type of publication, called
“Prelacy News” that was issued sporadically. When Mesrob Srpazan
took office as the Prelate in January 1978, one of his first initiatives was
to start a regular monthly publication. We had been discussing some
ideas for the publication’s name and format. I suggested a tabloid format
because at that time no other Armenian organization had a publication
that size (except the newspapers, of course). Ours would be printed on
better quality paper and would be more of a magazine than a newspaper.
He embraced that idea immediately. The name was another matter. We
went back and forth with at least a dozen possibilities, none of which
was quite right. Thinking out loud he said, “I want it to be a kind of an
outreach to our community and....” I interrupted him in mid-sentence
and said, “Srpazan, I think you just named the publication—Outreach!”
He loved it and the rest, as they say, is history.

I believe the one quality that was unique with Mesrob Srpazan was
his ability to relate to every kind of person. Young or old, male or female,
professor or laborer, he was able to find common ground and endear
himself as he did with his centurion uncle, Souren Kerz, with whom he
could discuss everything or anything or with the very youngest amongst
us so that five-year-old Jacob Aram would loudly announce with awe and
joy in a crowded room, “Everyone, Srpagian is here!”

“Srpazian” is no longer with us. But, the legacy he left will surely
live on.

The Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian Publications Fund

Everyone knows of Mesrob Srpazan’s devotion to books. During his
twenty-year tenure as the Prelate, the Prelacy published as many books
per year as some of our largest and best-known publishing houses. In
accordance with his specific wish, the “Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
Publications Fund” has been established at the Eastern Prelacy in his
memory and in honor of his life-long devotion to the written word.
Donations to this fund can be made payable to “Armenian Apostolic
Church of America,” and sent to the Prelacy, 138 E. 39" Street, New
York, NY 10016. Please indicate “Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian Fund”
on your check.
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The Holy Family

oly Family. In the lexicon of Christianity these two
words signify three individuals, who with the birth
of Christ formed a family union. Jesus, being the Son of
God before eternity and for eternity, on that day became
the child of Joseph and Mary through the inexplicable
and miraculous intervention of the divine power of God.
Before Jesus’ ministry, before and after the opening of
the road to salvation, Joseph and Mary were recognized as
Jesus’ parents in Nazareth
and other places. (Luke 2:
22, 2:41; Mark 6:3)
Joseph’s image and
characteristics as a man
is seen primarily through
his obedience. Contrary
to unusual circumstances
according to human cri-
teria, his obedience led to
his acceptance of God’s
will and plan. Because
of his heartfelt goodness,
and his love for Mary,
he accepted all of God’s
intercessions and obedi-
ently performed all of the
instructions given to him.
From the explanation
given by the angel regard-
ing Mary’s pregnancy, to
the birth in Bethlehem
and the flight to Egypt,
he accepted and followed
all of God’s instructions.
He remained obedient
and followed God’s word.
In fulfilling his obligation
as the earthly father, he
cherished, served and
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loved his child. He witnessed his growth and maturity and
remained with his son for thirty years, while performing
all of the duties and obligations of a father.

Mary, the mother of the Son of God, was in more
difficult circumstances. She alone could understand her
pregnancy, because the miracle happened only to her.
God had descended in her to become human. Only her
relative, Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, under-
stood the miraculous
event, and the domin-
ion of the conceived
child in Mary’s womb
(Luke 1:41-45). God
chose her because
He recognized her
goodness, her purity,
and her obedience.
The Holy Family was
formed because Mary
acquiesced to God’s
will and decision. And
this obedience became
miraculous with the
birth of Christ.

The third member
of the Holy Fam-
ily was Jesus, who was
born from Mary, and
became the mortar of
that family. If Joseph
and Mary were obe-
dient to God, Christ
from the very begin-
ning also showed that
obedience, because as
the Son of God he
was ready to come to
manhood for the sake
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of the salvation of Mankind. He was obedient to God’s
will to his death (Philippians 2:8).

The obedience of Mary, Joseph, and Jesus to God’s
laws and canons created the Holy Family, which would
become a model for all God-worshiping families who
understood the need to love and obey God, who learned
the fear of God, and recognized that obedience of God’s
commandments, which are supreme, unbreakable, and
indisputable, is also necessary today for the formation of
holy and God-pleasing families.

In the wotld today, God’s law—or the understand-
ing of that law—unfortunately has been corrupted. We
are skeptical because in our human judgment we accept
moral missteps and we defend that which was and is
condemned by God’s law in the Bible. The unity of the
family and the relationships of the family components,
are increasingly deviating from the principles in the Bible.
The relationships between husband and wife, between
parents and children, have weakened. Christian love has
wickedly changed. Obedience with honor and love is
out of fashion, considered to be only for the weak. The
sanctity of marriage has begun to tarnish. Rational and
loving relationships have been destroyed by self-love,
pride and destructive principles among family members.
It is necessary to work to build-up the family because it is
the strength of the family that is the primary necessity for
us, as Christians and God’s children, to establish God’s
family on earth.

The family is the foundation of a nation’s strength
and endurance. More than anything else, our nation owes
its survival to our strong family ties, which have been
a unique mark and character of our nation, which was
colorfully decorated, beautified, and strengthened with
Christianity. The deep mutual love of a family had its

“And when the time came for their purification accord-
ing to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusa-
lem to present him to the Lord.”

Luke 2:22

“Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the
feast of the Passover. And when he was twelve years
old, they went up according to custom.”

Luke 2:41

“Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary.”
Mark 6:3

“And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the
babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled

genesis in the Ten Commandments: “Honor Your Father
and Mother.” The natural outcome of this is what fol-
lows, “so that your days may be long in the land that the
Lord your God is giving you.” That favor is the family
happiness that we enjoyed for centuries. Our nation’s life
endured, and in spite of all types of vicissitudes and ca-
lamities, we survived. The mortar of our strong families,
which were established on ethical principles, reinforced
our foundation. This was the great gift given to our nation
by Providence in order to bring happiness to our families
and nation through proper education.

On the occasion of the Holy Birth when our eyes
are once again focused on the Holy Family and on our
incarnated Lord, Jesus Christ, and his manger, rather
than on gold and frankincense. Let our gift to Him be
our obedience to His laws and commandments because
it is only by our acceptance and obedience of His laws
that we can show our true love in return for the great love
He showed us by his Incarnation to assure the salvation
of our souls. Obedience to Him must become the theme
of our lives, the parameters of our relationship with God
and Mankind, because we create a holy family in our
homes palpitating with God’s love, ethical principles and
our obedience.

I wish to all a Joyous New Year and a Holy Christ-
mas.

Christ is born and revealed.

ARCHBISHOP OSHAGAN

Prelate

Armenian Apostolic Church of America
(Eastern United States)

Christmas 2004

with the Holy Spirit and she exclaimed with a loud cry,
‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb! And why is this granted me, that the
mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold,
when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the
babe in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what
was spoken to her from the Lord.”

Luke 1:41-45

“And being found in human form he humbled him-
self and became obedient unto death, even death on

a cross.”
Philippians 2:8
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Year of the Famil

Message of

His Holiness Aram 1
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia

‘ X Je greet you with pontifical blessings and warm Christian love from the Mother Monastery of the Catholicate of

the Great House of Cilicia in Antelias.

As you know, we had proclaimed the year 2003 as “The Year of the Bible”” With deep satisfaction, we wish to affirm
that the singular place of the Bible and its pivotal role in our Christian life, as an inexhaustible source of faith and the
truth path of life, was appreciated with the highest degree of zeal during the entire year in the Mother Monastery of

Antelias and in the dioceses of our Holy See.

Greatly encouraged by the spiritual receptiveness shown by our people, and after consulting with the Religious
Council of the National Central Administration of the Catholicate of the Great House of Cilicia, we proclaim the year

2004 as

THE YEAR OF THE ARMENIAN FAMILY

Indeed, after the [Year of the| Bible, it is natural that
we should focus our attention on the family, this sacred
institution of our Christian life, our church and nation.

With this Pontifical Message, we wish to share the
following thoughts and concerns with the beloved off-
spring of our people, as a general guide for contempla-
tion and examination, as well as for the initiatives to take
place during the course of the year 2004.

The Armenian family as church

In the first instance, this singular characterization
may seem surprising, Indeed, the family, in terms of its
birth, its nature and purpose, is a God-centered structure.
God not only created Adam and Eve but also instructed
them to live together and multiply, always in fidelity to
their Creator. Let us not forget these words of our Lord
Jesus Christ:  “For where two or three are gathered together in
my name, there am 1 in the midst of them.” (St. Matthew 18:
20). When Christ is present in the life of a family, that
family is rendered into the living church. In a special way,
the Bible has underscored the importance of the family
with reference to love, unity, obedience and faithfulness.
In other words, these vital values, the important pillars
of the family, are what make a family a true family. The
church fathers have been zealous and strict with regard to
the family, considering it the secure foundation of the life
and witness of the church. A special place is reserved for
the family in the canons of the church and teachings of
the ecumenical councils.

Due to historical circumstances, the special place of
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the family in Christian life was lost in certain churches,
particularly those belonging to Western society. Our
nation deserves credit for having been able to maintain
intact the sanctity of the Armenian family and preserve
its sacred role unharmed, despite the harsh conditions of
life it has had to endure. The family-church relationship
became immediate and living. Family and church became
complementary institutions, completing and strengthen-
ing one another. By means of the sacraments of baptism
and marriage, the church assumed a central presence
within the life of the Armenian family. The visits of cler-
gymen and home blessings further reinforced the close
ties between church and family. Furthermore, it is most
uplifting to note that the sacred centuries-old tradition
of having a small altar or icon in one warm corner of an
Armenian house still continues to be a part of Armenian
life to a certain extent. Now, with its atmosphere infused
with religion, the Armenian family has always been and
must remain a small church for us.

The Armenian family as school

For our people, the Armenian family also became
a small school. Throughout our history, the Armenian
family became the treasury and preserver of Armenian
culture and literature, Armenian spiritual-intellectual
values. Indeed, when Armenian schools, as presently
constituted, did not exist, it was the Armenian family that
imparted an Armenian character to its members, young
and old alike, and served as the spiritual-intellectual forge
to produce generation after generation in the Armenian



mold. When our homeland lost its independence, when
our people became refugees and expatriates, when our
people were subjected to massacre and deportation, it
was the Armenian family that kept the Armenian alphabet
alive on the lips of Armenian infants; it was the Armenian
family that brought up the Armenian child with national
values and traditions; it was the Armenian family that kept
the Armenian identity intact, in the face of degenerating
dangers. All in all, the Armenian family played a decisive
role in the mission of building the nation and maintaining
the national identity.

Today, as well, irrespective of life’s conditions, the
Armenian family remains an Armenian school from our
viewpoint. Before going to an Armenian school, Arme-
nian children gain their first exposure to things Armenian
within the family environment; they hear the Armenian
language and song in the home; they become accustomed
to Armenian values and traditions, as practiced in the
course of family life. Today, as well, despite the existence
of a wide network of Armenian schools, despite the orga-
nized state of the Armenian school, the educational role
of the Armenian family remains invaluable.

The Armenian family as fatherland

Along with religious and Armenian education, the
Armenian family also took on a national obligation by
becoming a micro fatherland. It is true that, first and fore-
most, the fatherland is soil, structure, and people; at the
same time, however, the fatherland is a totality of values,
sanctities and aspirations. It is spiritual reality and national
identity. During the course of history, the Armenian fam-
ily became all these.

Indeed, the mental and spiritual giants of our history,
our immortals channeled by the spiritual values of our
people, national concerns and heroic accomplishments,
derived their love of fathetland, and the sacred zeal to
fight and shed blood for the fatherland, from the Arme-
nian family. They first experienced the fatherland within
the consecrated confines of the family, and developed
love for, and allegiance to, the fatherland there. After all,
did not the Armenian family become, for us, fatherland
during the tragic and uncertain times of our life, when
we lost the integrity and independence of our fatherland?
Over the course of history and, specifically in the Dias-
pora, when we did not have the native soil under our feet
and Mt. Ararat in our view, did not the Armenian family
infuse us with the love and dream of the fatherland? We
experienced the macro Armenia through the micro Ar-
menia of the family. Today as well, the Armenian family is
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a “little Armenia,” both in Armenia and in the Diaspora,
and it must remain so. And when little Armenia is strong,
greater Armenia becomes stronger too.

car Armenians, this then is the Armenian family

with three important dimensions in its life and mis-
sion: church, school, and fatherland. Indeed, these three
life-giving dimensions of our collective life are solidly
mixed together, through their sacred values, spiritual at-
mosphere and noble purposes. Throughout its centuries-
old historical experience, our people have understood
church, school and fatherland within the realm of one
entirety, within the structure of one collective life, making
them the firm foundations of its existence, the precious
treasures of its life, the luminous pharoses of its course
of history, and the powerful stepping stones to its perpe-
tuity.

The Armenian family has always been the apostle
undertaking the mission of perpetuating those sacred
structures and the values radiating from them. Today as
well, perhaps more so, the Armenian family is called upon
to achieve itself on the path of the same mission, by be-
coming the guardian and standard bearer of our moral
and spiritual values and sacred trusts, the torchbearer of
Armenian education, and the copious spring of our au-
thentic national feelings and aspirations.

Therefore, we have great expectations from the Ar-
menian family. While we appreciate the Armenian family,
we consider it extremely important that a self-critical ap-
proach be taken with regard to it, considering its present
state. It is mandatory that correct diagnoses and evalua-
tions be made to enable the Armenian family to reestab-
lish its central place and critical role in the collective life
of our church, nation and fatherland. Based on this zeal,
we wish to bring the kind attention of our families to our
following concerns and expectations.

The Armenian family must increase physically

The family is not a theoretical concept; it is a physical
entity. The stronger a family is in terms of numbers, the
stronger its support to a given society. Quality is manda-
tory, it is true; however, in order to have quality, it is first
necessary to ensure quantity. Particularly in the case of
our people, special importance must be given to the nu-
merical picture of the Armenian family. Owing to life’s
conditions, the number of marriages, as well as the birth
rate, have begun to decrease not only in the Armenian
communities established in the West but also those in Ar-
menia and the Middle East. For example, in the past five
years, the number of births in one of two large Middle
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Eastern Armenian communities has gradually dropped
from 600 to 377, while, in the other, from 565 to 297. As
far as the number of marriages is concerned, in one place
the number has dropped from 300 to 191, and from 297
to 235 in the other. Considering the numerical picture
of the communities in question, the current number of
marriages and births is a serious matter requiring a com-
prehensive investigation that will take into consideration
the economic, psychological, social and other aspects of
this issue.

The survival of a nation is not ensured solely through
land, culture or governmental structures. Indeed, how is it
possible to guarantee the future of a fatherland, in which
its people is not a strong physical presence? How is it pos-
sible for a church to maintain its effectiveness, when the
number of its faithful has begun to decrease? Again, how
is it possible to ensure the perpetuity of a nation, when
its population is receding? The Armenians have been a
“small nation,” in the words of the father of our history
[Movses Khorenatsi|, yet this “small nation” has been
able to survive by means of its great achievements. How-
ever, if our “small nation” does not experience growth
today, its numbers will dwindle and become assimilated
among the more populous nations. The numerical growth
of the Armenian people is an urgent necessity. In order
to achieve this growth, the number of marriages as well
as the number of births must increase considerably. Such
increase, of course, is contingent upon the creation of
sufficient economic possibilities. Therefore, the Arme-
nian government, our church, our associations and or-
ganizations must engage in planned and persistent effort
towards this end. The growth of the Armenian family is
a precondition and the guarantee of the growth, strength
and survival of our people.

The Armenian family must become renewed
spiritually and morally

For our church and people, marriage is not the mere
union of husband and wife, in the physical, social, or
legal sense. Marriage is a sacrament sanctioned by the
church. With this awareness, 2 man and a woman must
decide to get married and raise a family. Furthermore,
this awareness must remain constant for the duration of
the couple’s life. Indeed, the prayers recited, the reading
of the Gospel, and the hymns sung during the wedding
ceremony are so suggestive in this regard. The vital neces-
sity of maintaining the purity, soundness and integrity of
married life is particularly stressed in that ceremony.

Unfortunately, we see a regression insofar as the Ar-
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menian family is concerned. This regression is evident,
specifically as a result of the following factors, which
are becoming generally applicable: First, the number
of mixed marriages has started to increase. This worri-
some reality, which unfortunately is considered natural
in Western society, has begun to make inroads in other
communities too. For example, mixed marriages have
begun to constitute more than one fourth of the total in
the past five years in a Middle Eastern community with
a heavy Armenian concentration. This is an inconceiv-
able and unacceptable situation. Second, the number of
divorces too has begun to increase. Again, approximately
twenty percent of the marriages recorded in the last five
years in two heavily populated Middle Eastern Armenian
communities have ended in divorce. This is another wor-
risome situation. Third, our boys and gitls, who are called
upon to guarantee the future of the Armenian family and
to keep its spiritual and national profile wholesome, have
begun to attend non-Armenian schools. Fourth, a depar-
ture from our spiritual, moral and national values has also
begun to gradually become noticeable within our families.
Sometimes we observe such lifestyles among Armenian
parents that are clear signs of moral degradation.

Indeed, if this dangerous course is not quickly ar-
rested, these factors can lead the Armenian family to-
wards moral, spiritual and national dissolution. Global-
ization, with its immoral and denationalizing values and
standards, destroys family and community, culture and
identity. In the face of the visible and invisible evils of
the present world, we are called upon to jointly wage the
struggle necessary to keep the Armenian family whole-
some, morally and spiritually.

We cannot live isolated in the present globalized soci-
ety. We must open ourselves up to the society at large but,
at the same time, we must not stray from our identity. We
must cut down on the disparity between our values and
those of the society but we must not become strangers
to ourselves in the process. We must maintain our val-
ues while further enriching them. The Armenian family
is destined to play a leading role in the struggle for the
healthy preservation of the spiritual, moral, cultural and
national identity of our people. Woe unto our nation and
church should the internal atmosphere of the Armenian
family become polluted, the profile of the Armenian fam-
ily become defiled, and/or the Armenian family become
dissolved physically and morally. The great historian of
Rome says that the Roman Empire disintegrated because
the Roman family became morally dissolute.



The Armenian family must become an active
participant in our collective life

In every sense, the family is the foundation of our
nation, our church, our communities and our institutions.
Our collective life, in turn, is the context and stronghold
of the existence and survival of the Armenian family, as
we understand it. Therefore, the Armenian family does
not have the right to remain aloof from our collective life.
What value is there in considering the Armenian family
a small church, when it is removed from the general life
of our church and does not participate in its witness of
faith? What value is there in considering the Armenian
family a small school, when it is removed from the Ar-
menian school and sends its children to a non-Armenian
school, with its alienating effect? Finally, what value is
there in considering the Armenian family a micro father-
land, when it is not actually involved in the sacred work of
strengthening the fatherland?

Unfortunately within our communities there are
families that are totally cut off from our concerns, our
anxieties and our efforts. There are families, whose
participation in our national-religious life is solely of a
nominal and circumstantial nature. There are families
that approach the church, community or fatherland only
out of necessity. There are families that think they have
expressed their Armenianness by making symbolic dona-
tions on certain occasions.

We do not consider such approaches and mentalities
to be correct. Armenianness is collective life; Armenian-
ness is collective struggle; Armenianness is a totality of
collective sanctities, values, traditions and aspirations,
expressed through church, school, culture and fatherland.
An Armenian family becomes worthy of being called
Armenian family when it is an actual participant in our col-
lective life. Therefore, the Armenian family must not live
its life on the margin of our life; its worthy place is on the
main page of our life. The Armenian family grows stron-
ger in the moral, spiritual and national sense, through its
active participation in our collective life. The collective
life of our people, in turn, becomes more prosperous
through the contribution made by the Armenian fam-
ily to the perpetuity of our overall and supreme values.

herefore, dear sons and daughters of the Armenian
people, the Armenian family is an extremely vital
and sacred institution for our people. The top priority
obligation, first of our fathers and mothers, and then of
our children, is securing the physical existence of the Ar-
menian family, guaranteeing its growth, keeping it morally
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and spiritually sound, and making it a participant in our
life. This is also the pressing obligation for all of us. Our
fatherland, our church, our institutions—each with its
own approaches—must assist the Armenian family so it
can again take up its noble mission, armed with its spiri-
tual and moral values, its sanctities and ethnic traditions,
its national spirit and dreams.

Today, the Armenian family is faced with big troubles
and huge challenges. During the year 2004, it is necessary
to give serious thought to the issues, concerns, expecta-
tions and efforts concerning the Armenian family. Be-
yond thinking and being solicitous, however, it is neces-
sary to adopt the kinds of initiatives, to develop the kinds
of plans, and to create the kinds of possibilities that will
open the road to rehabilitation and reorganization before
the Armenian family.

Thus, it is with these expectations and with warm pa-
ternal love that we salute all our families. Our just demand
is for all those families, which are already participating in
the life of our church and nation, to further strengthen
their participation, and for all those families, which, owing
to circumstances, are removed from our national-religious
life, to return to their authentic roots. Our just expecta-
tion from all Armenian families is that they always keep
their household flourishing with spiritual, moral and na-
tional values and traditions.

With these expectations, we call upon the Prelate
Bishops and Clergymen of our dioceses, and national
leadership, to reevaluate the critical role of the Armenian
family in the life of our church and nation during the year
2004 through special initiatives.

We pray to God Almighty that, through His divine
blessings and beneficence, He may make the Armenian
family prosper and protect it from all kinds of evils and
storms.

With paternal love and blessings,

ARAM 1
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia

December 21, 2003
Antelias, LLebanon

(Transiated by Aris G. Sevag)

You are the sons which God gave to your fathers,
saying to Abraham, ‘And in your posterity shall all
the families of the earth be blessed.”

Acts 3:25
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Archbishop Sahag Ayvazian
1930—2003

rchbishop Sahag Ayvazian, who faithfully served the

Armenian Church for half a century died Sunday,
November 30, 2003, in Greece of a heart attack. His
Eminence was 73 years old and was the Prelate of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of Greece.

The Wake Service and the Extreme Unction took
place Friday, December 5, at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in
Athens, Greece. He was placed in eternal rest in the first
mausoleum of Athens.

The Divine Liturgy was officiated by Archbishop
Gomidas Ohanian, Spiritual Dean of the Armenian Dio-
cese in Venezuela, with the attendance of a large number
of people including dignitaries from various church de-
nominations.

Archbishop Sahag was born on December 14, 1930,
in Cyprus with the baptismal name Hagop. His education
began in a Greek School in Cyprus and later continued
at the Melikian-Ouzounian School and the Melkonian
School. He was accepted at the Cilician See’s Seminary in
Antelias, Lebanon, in 1947, from where he graduated in
1953 and was subsequently ordained by Bishop Terenig
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Poladian and given the name Sahag, He attended Beirut’s
Conservatory of Music and taught religion at the Vahan
Tekeyan and Sourp Nishan Schools. He also served as the
Director of Sundays Schools for the Holy See of Cilicia.
He became the Prelate of the Diocese of Greece in 1958,
the same year he was elevated to the rank of Bishop by
Catholicos Zareh 1. He was given the rank of Archbishop
in 1964 by Catholicos Khoren I. Archbishop Sahag repre-
sented the Cilician See at various ecumenical conferences
and ceremonies.

The message of His Holiness Aram 1 was read at
the end of the church service. His Holiness eulogized
Archbishop Sahag by vividly describing his life of service.
“His whole life was shaped by his dedication and devo-
tion, from his Seminary days right down to the very last
moments of his life. Sahag Srpazan was our nation’s faith-
ful servant,” Catholicos Aram said. “Truly, service was the
central mission of his life. Unselfish service became his
way of life and the realization of his goals his only glory
and honot,” said the Catholicos. Ed
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Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
1941—2003

rchbishop Mesrob Ashjian, who faithfully served the

Armenian Church for nearly half a century, includ-
ing twenty years as the Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of the Eastern United States and Canada, died on
Tuesday, December 2, 2003, in New York City, of a heart
attack. His Eminence was 62 years old.

Since 1998, when he concluded his service in New
York, Archbishop Ashjian lived in Armenia where he did
extraordinary charitable work including the care of or-
phans, the elderly, the re-transmission of the faith to the
people after 70 years of communist rule, bringing back to
life centuries-old monasteries and churches, and the pub-
lication of hundreds of historical and literary books. His
Eminence was in the United States visiting his family and
planned to return to Armenia on December 8.

kK x

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian was born in Beirut, Leb-
anon, on January 3, 1941, to Nercess and Martha Ashjian,
and baptized with the name Hrair. His early schooling and
religious training took place in Beirut where he attended
the St. Nishan School. Among his teachers were: Yetvart

Boyadjian, Yetvart Daronian, Yervant Bedrossian, and a
young priest, Karekin Sarkissian, who years later was to
become Catholicos and Supreme Patriarch of All Arme-
nians. An ardent churchgoer and enthusiastic singer in the
choir of St. Nishan Church, he gained the attention of
Bishop Khoren Paroyan, then the Prelate of Lebanon. He
was ordained a deacon of the Armenian Church in June
1958. After completing theological and armenological
studies at the Seminary, he was ordained a celibate monk
on May 28, 1961, by Catholicos Zareh I, who named him
Mestob in honor of the 1600™ anniversary of the birth
of Mesrob Mashdotz, the founder of the Armenian al-
phabet. In 1963 he received the rank of Vartabed (doctor)
by Catholicos Khoren I; in 1977 he was elevated to the
rank of Bishop and in 1983 to Archbishop by Catholicos
Karekin II.

A man of keen intellect, with a life-long love for
learning and books, Archbishop Ashjian furthered his
studies at the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey, Switzer-
land; participated in the International Student Fellowship,
a pilot project of the World Council of Churches and the
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United Presbyterian Church; and Princeton Theological
Seminary where he received a Master of Theology in
1970. He had completed all of his course work for a doc-
torate when he received word of his election as the Prelate
of the Diocese of the Armenians in Iran and India. He
was elected to serve as the Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy
in December 1977, and began his tenure in January 1978.
In 1991, Princeton Theological Seminary awarded him a
second Master’s Degree in recognition of the work he
had completed toward the doctorate.

During his career as a teacher, he enthusiastically
embraced the positions of Assis-
tant Dean and Dean of the Cilician
Seminary, a teacher and preacher at
the Karen Jeppe College in Aleppo,
Syria, and Principal of the Mardiki-
an School in Antelias, Lebanon.

As a dedicated ecumenicalist,
he participated in the Interna-
tional Student Fellowship, attended
conferences in Lebanon, Jordan,
France, Switzerland, Ghana, Fin-
land, Egypt, and Odessa. He served
as a member of the standing com-
mittee of the Conference of the
Heads of the Oriental Orthodox
Churches, and was a delegate to
the Wortld Council of Churches’
Assembly in Vancouver, British
Columbia, as well as in Canberra,
Australia. In 1991, His Eminence
was appointed to serve on the
Wortld Council of Churches’ Faith
and Order Commission. His travels
have taken him to every corner of
the world where he has lectured,
preached, met with world leaders,
and sought out Armenian historical sites.

Following the earthquake in Armenia in 1988 he
spearheaded a campaign to provide immediate aid to the
stricken people. He was also in the forefront of bringing

population.

international attention to the Karabagh struggle.

A prolific reader and writer, Archbishop Ashjian has
written many articles and at least three dozen books in
Armenian and English.

In 1995, His Holiness Karekin I, Catholicos and
Supreme Patriarch of All Armenians, appointed him as
the Executive Director of the 1700™ anniversary com-
memorating Armenia’s official acceptance of Christianity
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as a state religion, which was to be marked worldwide in
2001. Archbishop Ashjian assumed this post while still
serving as Prelate in the United States. In 1998 he moved
to Armenia to devote all of his time to the commemora-
tive events.

For the past three years, he has intensified his mission
work in Armenia through a wide variety of activities, all
of which directly benefited the people. A project that was
particularly close to his heart was the renovation of the
St. Gevorg of Moughni Monastery in Armenia, which
was accomplished through generous donations by his
friends on the occasion of the
35" anniversary of his ordina-
tion. Throughout his service he
approached his duties with love
and an enthusiasm that earned
the love and respect of those
around him.

He was an honorary mem-
ber of the National Academy
of Armenia, a member of the
Writers Union of Armenia, and
a founding member of the Land
and Culture Organization, USA,
as well as a director of Land and
Culture International and the
Foundation for the Safeguard
of Armenian Historical Monu-
ments.

The Archbishop’s immedi-
ate survivors include a brother,
Hovhaness Ashjian, of Beirut,
Lebanon; a sister, Hripsime, and

Archbishop Mesrob with children of Vakef in Mousa Ler her husband Mesrob Seropian, of
during one of bis trips through bistoric Western Armenia.
Vakef is one of the few villages in Turkey with an Armenian

New York; a nephew, Hrair Sero-
pian of New York; and a niece Liza
and her husband Bedros Yessaian
of New York. A brother, Hagop, predeceased him.

Special Issue of Outreach

The next issue of Outreach, a publication he founded
and named in 1978, will be devoted to his life and ser-
vice.

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian Publications Fund

In accordance with his wish, the “Archbishop Mes-
rob Ashjian Publications Fund” has been established at
the Eastern Prelacy in his memory and in tribute to his
life-long devotion to the written word.
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Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian is Laid to Rest in Antelias, Lebanon

Extreme Unction Service Takes Place in New York City
in Midst of Two-Day Blizzard

by Iris Papaziian

Archbishop Mestrob  Ashjian,
who passed away on December
2, 2003, in New York, at age 62, was
placed in his final resting place in the
Zareh I Mausoleum at the Catholicate
of the Holy See of Cilicia in Antelias,
Lebanon, on Monday, December 8.
His Eminence was the Prelate of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of
America, Eastern United States
and Canada for twenty years, from
1978 to 1998.

Funeral services and the
Extreme Unction service took
place in New York City on Friday
evening and Saturday morning,
amidst a severe blizzard that para-
lyzed the entire Mid-Atlantic and
New England areas, preventing
the presence of a large number of
people who had planned to attend
from various areas in the United
States and Canada.

Archbishop Oshagan Choloy-
an, Prelate of the
Apostolic Church of America,
accompanied the remains of the
late  Archbishop to Lebanon
where in accordance with Arch-
bishop Mesrob’s expressed wishes
he was placed in the Mausoleum
with other prominent clergymen.
Also traveling to Lebanon were
members of Archbishop Mesrob’s
family and some close friends.

Armenian

Funeral Services

Archbishop Choloyan officiated
during the Wake Service on Friday
evening, and the Divine Liturgy and
Extreme Unction on Saturday morn-
ing, at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in

New York, with the attendance of
a large number of people includ-
ing dignitaries from various church
denominations, in spite of the se-
vere weather. In expectation of an
overflow of mourners, closed-circuit

television had been set-up in the
Church’s Pashalian Hall.

H.E. Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan anoints Archbishop
Mesrob’s forebead. Photo by |.K. Hovhannes.

Joining the clergy serving the
Eastern Prelacy were a host of other
clergy who attended and partici-
pated in the services including: His
Eminence Archbishop Khajag Bars-
amian, Primate of the Diocese of

the Armenian Church of America;
Rev. Fr. Michael Chevian, Dean of
St. Vartan Cathedral, New York City;
Rev. Fr. Karekin Kasparian, pastor
of St. Gregory the Enlightener Ar-
menian Church, White Plains, New
York; His Grace Bishop Manuel
Batakian, Exarch, Armenian Catholic
Church of America; Monsignor
Robert Stern, representing His
Eminence FEdward Cardinal
Egan, Archbishop of New
York; His Eminence Archbish-
op Mor Cyril Aphren Karim,
Primate of the Archdiocese of
the Syrian Orthodox Church,
accompanied by the Very Rew
Chorepiscopus John P. Meno;
His Grace Bishop Dimitiros,
representing His  Eminence
Archbishop Demetrios, Metro-
politan of the Greek Orthodox
Church of the USA.

During the Divine Liturgy
the coffin was cartied to the
altar for the Extreme Unction
ceremony accompanied by the
chanting of the 23 Psalm:
“The Lord is my shepherd, I
shall not want... Thou anoin-
test my head with oil. My cup
runneth over...” With the
wortds, “Blessed, anointed and

sanctified be the forehead of the
late Archbishop Mesrob, with this
sign of the Cross and with this
Holy Gospel...” Archbishop Osha-
gan anointed the forehead of the late
Archbishop. Archbishop Barsamian
then anointed Archbishop Mesrob’s
right hand, chanting “Blessed,
anointed and sanctified be the right
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hand of the late Archbishop Mesrob.
With this sign of the Cross and with
this Holy Gospel and with this Holy
Chrism, and with the grace of this
day in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever and unto the ages
of ages.”

The angelic voice of Isabel
Bayrakdarian, star of the Metro-
politan Opera, resonated through the
sanctuary along with the Cathedral
Choir, adding to the poignant beauty
of the Armenian Liturgy.

diocese for four years. This was fol-
lowed by his twenty-year tenure as
Prelate of the Fastern United States
and Canada. Archbishop Oshagan
related how His Holiness Karekin 1,
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians, entrusted him with
the important task of Executive Di-
rector of the 1700™ commemorative
events. Finally, Archbishop Oshagan
described the exemplary religious
and charitable work Archbishop
Mesrob was currently doing in Ar-
menia. “He was able to accomplish

H.E. Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church, anoints the hand of
Archbishop Mesrob. Photo by . K. Hovhaness.

In a moving, extemporane-
ous eulogy, Archbishop Oshagan
focused on Archbishop Mesrob’s
devotion and dedication to the
Armenian Church, Armenian cul-
ture and the Armenian people. He
emphasized the exemplary service
given by Archbishop Mesrob for
nearly half a century from his earliest
days in the church as a deacon, as a
teacher and a dean, to his education
at Princeton Theological Seminary
and his first diocesan mission as
Prelate of New Julfa when he was a
young, but very mature and energetic
clergyman. He served the New Julfa
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things that organizations could not,”
he said. “In Armenia during the span
of only five years he published more
than 220 important historical and
cultural books; he baptized thou-
sands of young people; he cared for
hundreds of orphans; he organized
important cultural events, he restored
religious sites; he helped where help
was most needed.”

Immediately  following  the
Voghchoyn (Kiss of Peace), all of
the clergymen ascended the altar and
kissed Archbishop Mesrob’s anointed
forehead and right hand after which
the casket was closed and the Divine

Liturgy continued.

Archbishop
pressed condolences on behalf of
the Diocese and the Diocesan clergy
and read a message sent by His Holi-
ness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch
and Catholicos of All Armenians to
His Holiness Catholicos Aram I. The
message said in part, “We have had
the opportunity to intimately know
Archbishop Mestrob, especially during
the last several years when he lived in
Holy Etchmiadzin, where he was first
an assistant to His Holiness Karekin
I, of blessed memory, and later to
me. Archbishop Mesrob served the
Motherland with his unique, en-
thusiastic and graceful talents. He
successfully served as the Executive
Director of the 1700" commemora-
tion. Through his singular efforts the
Sourp Kevork Monastery in Mough-
ni was totally renovated. Through his
sponsorship and authorship many
books were published. He organized
symposiums and pilgrimages. He ad-
vanced the spiritual life of the people
and he was instrumental in many
charitable endeavors. One of his
final works of charity was the open-
ing of the Terchoonian Home in the
earthquake-striken area of Gumri.
Truly, during his lifetime Archbishop
Mestob faithfully served our Christ-
loving people. With his death our
Church has lost one of her most
faithful servants.”

Bishop Khajag Hagopian, Ca-
tholicosal Vicar of the Prelacy of
Canada, expressed condolences on
behalf of the Prelacy of Canada
and read a message from His Holi-
ness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great
House of Cilicia.

With the conclusion of the Lit-
urgy, the casket was carried outside
to the waiting hearse and to JFK
Airport for the Archbishop’s final
journey to his spiritual home in An-
telias, Lebanon.

Barsamian  ex-



Services in Antelias, Lebanon

Archbishop Oshagan accom-
panied the remains of his spiritual
brother and dear friend at every step
of the journey. In Lebanon members
of the Cilician Brotherhood waited
at the airport to escort the remains
of Archbishop Mesrob to the Cathe-
dral of St. Gregory the Illuminator
in Antelias, where the Divine Liturgy
was officiated by Archbishop Gomi-
das Ohanian, Spiritual Dean of Ven-
ezuela, under the Presidency of Ca-
tholicos Aram 1. The moving service
was attended by a large number of
mournets. The Gomidas version of
the Kobanamk Ugken Der (“We give
thanks to you, O Lord”), which was
one of Archbishop Mesrob’s favorite
hymns, was sung in a slow dirge-like
tempo.

Archbishop Barkev Martirosian,
Primate of the Diocese of Artsakh,
represented the Holy See of Etchmi-
adzin, and read the message of the
His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos
of All Armenians.

Catholicos ~ Aram  eulogized
Archbishop Mesrob by vividly de-
scribing his life of service. “His
whole life was shaped by his dedica-
tion and devotion, from his Seminary
days right down to the very last mo-
ments of his life. His whole life was
service,” the Catholicos said. “Mes-
rob Srpazan was our nation’s faithful
servant,” Catholicos Aram said. “He
regarded Armenian culture to be
inseparable from his faithful mission
to the Church. He was dedicated to
our spiritual treasures—culture, the
written word, and to the flourish-
ing and illumination of literature.
In Antelias he was consumed with
our national dreams and crises. He
considered our nation’s rights to be
part of his work, first as a seminar-
ian in Antelias, and later as prelate
in Iran and in the United States
and Canada. He became a leader in

our nation’s just cause and struggle.
Through his writings and speeches
he educated the world around him
about the Armenian Genocide and

Internment in Antelias, 1ebanon.

our people’s unrealized rights. The
dream of a free and independent
Armenia was mixed with his life and
mission. Especially in recent years he
worked to strengthen the Homeland.
With great devotion he served those
in need. Perhaps more than any prel-
ate in Armenia he served the people.
Truly, service was the central mission
of his life. Unselfish service became
his way of life and the realization of
his goals his only glory and honor,”
said the Catholicos.

Messages of condolence were
received from His Beatitude Arch-
bishop Torkom Manoogian, Patri-
arch of Jerusalem; His Beatitude
Archbishop Mesrob Moutafyan, Pa-
triarch of Constantinople; the gov-
ernment of Armenia; the Armenian
Catholic and Evangelical Churches;
all Cilician Dioceses; and Armenian
international organizations.

With the ending of the service,
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the remains of Archbishop Mesrob
was placed in his final resting place in
the Zareh I Mausoleum of the Holy
See of Cilicia. “And now, Lord, You

have called him, and his ministry is
effaced from Your Holy Church and
congregation. Wherefore, we pray, O
Lord, in Your abundant mercy, wel-
come his spirit among Your elect and
among those that do the will of Your
Holy Name....”

His Holiness and members of
the family accepted the condolences
of mourners in the Veharan (Ca-
tholicosal residence), followed by a
memorial luncheon attended by the
Catholicos, family members, and
members of the religious order of
the Holy See of Cilicia.

Archbishop Mesrob’s obituary
was printed in many local and na-
tional newspapers, including major
newspapers such as the New York
Times, Washington Post, Boston
Globe, and the Chicago Tribune. His
death was also announced on several
network radio stations throughout
the United States. S
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Year-long Commemoration of Narek Concludes

International Conference on St. Gregory of Narek Brings Together Scholars
under Sponsorship of Eastern Prelacy and Harvard University

As the year 2003 came to a close, so too did the
year-long commemoration of the 1000™ anniversary of
St. Gregory of Narek’s “Book of Lamentation,” a work
considered to be the masterpiece of Armenian Christian
literature.

Perhaps the major celebration that took place in the
United States was the International Conference at Har-
vard University, co-sponsored by the Eastern Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church and Harvard University’s
Mashtots Chair in Armenian Studies. Professor James R.
Russell, the holder of the Mashtots Chair and Dr. Vazken
Ghougassian, Executive Director of the Eastern Prelacy,
were the organizers of
the two-day symposium.

St.  Gregory’s life
and works

L OF EDLCATION

were of-
fered to an apprecia-
tive audience, filled to
capacity Friday evening
and Saturday. Those in
attendance left the con-
ference with a deeper
understanding and ap-
preciation of Narekatsi.

The conference
opened Friday evening
with an opening prayer
and words by His Emi-
nence Archbishop Os-
hagan Choloyan, Prelate
of the EHastern Prelacy.
His Eminence’s invoca-
tion was taken from
Prayer 12 of the Book of Lamentations. His Eminence
welcomed everyone to the conference with special words
of appreciation to the scholars who accepted the invita-
tion to participate.

Professor James Russell of Harvard University had
additional words of welcome to all and invited Professor
P. O. Skjaervo, Aga Khan Professor of Iranian Studies,
who welcomed scholars and audience on behalf of Har-
vard University. Professor Skjaervo expressed his joy at
seeing such a large turnout to hear the presentations and
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Archbishap Oshagan with the scholars who presented papers during the two-day Narek Confer-
ence at Harvard University. From left to right, Prof. Abraham Terian, Archbishop Oshagan,
Prof. Sergio La Porta, Prof. James Russell, Prof. Tamar Dasnabedian, Prof. Nina Garsoian,
V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Prof. Michael Papagian, and Prof. Robert Thomson.
Missing from photo: Prof. Christina Maranci and Prof. Theo Van Lint.

expressed Harvard’s pleasure of being a co-sponsor of
the event.

Professor Russell, who chaired the first session, intro-
duced the two speakers of the Friday night session: Pro-
fessor Theo Van Lint of Oxford University and Profes-
sor Abraham Terian of St. Nersess Armenian Seminary
in New York. Professor Van Lint’s topic was “/A Matean
Oghbergut’ean by Grigor Tghay? on the reception of the
Narek in Cilicia.” Professor Terian presented “Narekatsi’s
K'aroz on St. Gregory the Illuminator.”

The morning session on Saturday was chaired by Pro-
fessor Robert W. Thomson who presented the following

lecturers: Very Rew.
Fr. Anoushavan Ta-
nielian, Vicar of the
Eastern Prelacy, who
spoke on “The Na-
rek in the Armenian
Liturgy and in the
Life of the Faithful”;
Professor  Christina
Maranci, University
of Wisconsin, who
described “The Built
World  of  Grigor
Narekatsi”’; Professor
Tamar Dasnabedian,
Kaslik University,
Lebanon, who spoke
of “Mary’s Sanctity Ac-
cording to Panegyricon
II of the Mother of
God Theotokos, pp. 12-
247; and Professor Michael B. Papazian, Berry College,
Georgia, who concentrated on “The Theology of Sin and
Redemption in Narekatsi.”

After a lunch break, which allowed participants and
the audience to interact and also explore the charming
Harvard University neighborhood, the second session be-
gan under the chairmanship of Professor Nina Garsoian,
of Columbia University. Professor Garsoian introduced
the following speakers and topics: Professor Robert Wi
Thomson, Oxford University, whose paper explored

Continued on page 37
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Towards the New Ecumenical Configuration for the 21* Century

by Aram 1

[The following excerpts are from a speech delivered by His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia,
at the opening session of the International Ecumenical Consultation on “Reconfiguration of the Ecumenical Move-
ment for the 21* Century” which took place at the Catholicate of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon, in November. His Holi-
ness has been an active participant in the Ecumenical Movement since his youthful days as a young Vartabed. He is
currently serving his second term as the Moderator of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. In
this speech His Holiness describes the Ecumenical Movement at a critical crossroads. “Some may say,” he notes, “that

the ecumenical boat is left alone in a stormy sea without any clear orientation. Others may say that the ecumenical boat is
sinking. The ecumenical movement is in the hands of God; we are called, in obedient response to God’s call, to protect

and enrich it.”—FEditot]

his is not an ordinary ecumeni-

cal consultation. We, a group
of selected theologians, ecumenists
and church leaders from different
churches and regions, engaged in
ecumenical witness in different ways,
are invited by the Wortld Council of
Churches to assess the present situ-
ation of the ecumenical movement,
identify emerging issues, problems
and challenges, and propose a frame-
work for the future course of the
ecumenical movement. The purpose
of this meeting is not, therefore, to
take decisions but, rather, first, to
embark on a process of reflecting
together with a forward-looking vi-
sion; and, second, to prepare a work-
ing paper, which will be the basis for
further discussion. It is very impor-
tant that immediately after this initial
meeting churches, both members
of the World Council of Churches
(WCC) and those not members, play
an active role in this process. ...

God’s Gift and Call

The ecumenical movement is
God’s gift and call; it requires hu-
man response. Our response to the
ecumenical movement is strongly
affected and shaped, and largely
conditioned, by realities and devel-

opments that surround us, as well as
by the churches’ requirements and
needs. The ecumenical movement
is not a fixed reality; it is, and has,
throughout its history, always been
in constant te-evaluation, re-struc-
turing, and re-articulation. These
features will continue to impact the
ecumenical movement, which will
thereby acquire different shapes and
manifestations until its goals ate real-
ized.

Ecumenism does not deal with
concepts; it deals with realities,
not with structures but with

people.

Recently, an ecumenist stated
that he believes that the main “prob-
lems” of the ecumenical movement
are the ordination of women, homo-
sexuality, decision-making, and pros-
elytism. These are certainly problems
for the ecumenical movement. Butin
my judgment, the ecumenical “prob-
lems” go far beyond these issues. The
real problems are those associated
with global changes, major geopo-
litical and economic developments,
and the resurgence of religion in the

public sphere; all of these have pro-
foundly affected the life and witness
of the churches, as well as the ecu-
menical landscape. The ecumenical
movement is facing acute concerns
and enormous challenges that call
for a serious reflection. We must seek
a new orientation for the ecumenical
movement. We must look for alter-
natives and new models with and for
the new generation. This should be
the aim of this process entitled the
“New Ecumenical Configuration for
the 21* Century.” ...

Conservative vs. Liberal
Ecumenism

For many years, the ecumenical
movement was dominated by Prot-
estant conservative thinking, which
paved the way for a theological in-
teraction and ecumenical collabora-
tion with the Catholic and Orthodox
Churches. The emergence of West-
ern liberal Protestant ecumenism has
created a new situation. As a result,
the two ecumenical ethoses, namely
conservative ecumenism and liberal ecu-
menism, are in tension. The signs of
tension are seen in nearly all aspects
and at all levels of ecumenical life,
even within the same confessional
family or church.
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Conservative ecumenists main-
tain that visible unity is the goal
of the ecumenical movement, and
therefore, the whole ecumenical work
must be directed towards it; whereas
liberal ecumenists believe that work-
ing for justice and peace should
become the priority for the ecumeni-
cal movement. Marked by activism,
liberal ecumenism is spreading in
many regions and within churches,
shaking the ecumenical paradigms.
New faces of ecumenism, new pat-
terns of ecumenical reflection, and
new ways of living ecumenically are
emerging. The ecumenical panorama
has already changed considerably.
We cannot ignore these changes and
become captives of our ecumenical
ethos. The conservative and liberal
approaches must not become mu-
tually exclusive. We must provide
space for them to engage in creative
dialogue and to move towards con-
vergence. We need to explore again
new ways of being, reflecting, and
working together “ecumenically.”

We speak of ecumenical crisis.
In my view, it is not the ecumenical
movement, but its institutions that
are in crisis. Because of our deep
concern to preserve history, memory
and tradition, we have encouraged
institutional ecumenism and have
perpetuated it. Institutions are both
a necessity and a handicap. Let us not
confuse movement and institution,
instrument and vision. The institu-
tional expressions of the ecumenical
movement have become incompat-
ible with the new ecumenical realities
and expectations. ...

The Movement at a Crossroads
The present ecumenical pan-
orama indicates that the ecumenical
movement is at a crossroads and
needs clear orientation. Therefore,
we must decide. What kind of
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ecumenism do we want: an ecumen-
ism of institutional churches or an
ecumenism that embraces the whole
people of God? Speaking about the
WCC, Dr. Konrad Raiser says that it
must have “more freedom and flex-
ibility in its work and liberate itself
from the exclusive control of its
member churches” ... I agree. We
can no longer keep ecumenism in
its frozen institutionalism; it must
enter into a dynamic dialogue and
a creative interaction with chang-
ing realities. Further, we must take
the ecumenical movement to the

The ecumenical movement is
first and foremost a challenge
to the churches to come out of
themselves and engage in dia-
logue with each other and with
the world. 1t is a reminder for
the churches to become more
credible, relevant and united
in their witness to the world.

people at the grass roots and open it
to new hotizons. I would, however,
disagree with Dr. Raiset’s approach
if that approach threatens to push
the churches to the periphery of the
Although
the churches should not possess the

ecumenical movement.
ecumenical movement, they should
become its primary agents. The ecu-
menical movement is first and fore-
most a challenge to the churches to
come out of themselves and engage
in dialogue with each other and with
the wotld. It is a reminder for the
churches to become more credible,
relevant and united in their witness
to the world. ...

One of the major contributions
of the ecumenical movement was
the revival of conciliarity. In fact,

sharing, trust-building, listening,
accepting each other and praying
together helped the churches to ex-
perience and articulate conciliarity,
though not in its fullness. However,
conciliar ecumenism is in decline,
and confessionalism and bilateralism
are replacing multilateral ecumen-
ism. The experiences we have gained
through conciliar ecumenism must
help us to move forward towards
conciliar fellowship.

After more than 50 years of
common journey, and in spite of
significant developments in conciliar
ecumenism, the ecumenical struc-
tures have not enabled the churches
to take concrete steps towards this
goal. The “Global Christian Fo-
rum” is emerging as a new form
of multilateral ecumenism. Can the
“forum’ with a Charta Oecumenica en-
sure a broader basis and bring all the
churches together? Can it, with its
open participation, less institutional-
ized structures and complex proce-
dures, help the churches to deepen
their fellowship and experience and
express a deeper sense conciliar-
ity? The time for institutionalized
ecumenism is coming to an end. The
time for conciliar life, conciliar deci-
sion and conciliar action must begin.
The ecumenical structutres and deci-
sion-making processes should be
reshaped and developed in a way
that challenges the churches to grow
together towards conciliar fellow-
ship. Conciliar fellowship is, indeed,
a strong challenge to confessional-
ism, parochialism, universalism and
bilateralism.

We must bear in mind two other
concerns when discussing reconfigu-
ration: responsiveness and coherence
in the ecumenical movement. Al-
though these are not new concerns,
they have re-emerged more acutely
and with new urgency.



Our ecumenical reflection and
action are basically reactive. We set
our ecumenical agenda to protect
and defend the positions of the
churches; and they react strongly
whenever they perceive their iden-
tity and position threatened. The
ecumenical movement must become
responsive rather than reactive or pro-
tective, so that it may be contextual,
discerning, dialogical and interactive.
The Programme Planning Docu-
ment for 2003-2005 calls for “a new
ecumenical configuration which will
effectively respond to the challenges
of the 21* century.” This is precisely
what the
should do. As it wrestles with a
changing world, it should re-con-
figure itself and articulate its goals
clearly.

ecumenical movement

Major Goals

Unity, mission and diakonia have
been the major goals and the per-
manent foci of the ecumenical
movement. However, the question
of their priority and their inter-con-
nection has generated serious de-
bate. The Orthodox Churches have
always considered the visible unity
of the church as the ecumenical is-
sue, and have always complained that
it is not given a clear priority on the
ecumenical agenda. The churches of
the Protestant tradition have always
sought the centrality of mission
in ecumenical engagement. The
ecumenical partners have always
struggled for the urgency of social
diakonia. Since these approaches
and concerns are legitimate and will
continue, we must try to establish
coherence, interaction and comple-
mentarity between them. Let us re-
mind ourselves that the ecumenical
movement emerged as the churches’
common commitment to witness
the Gospel together to the world.
Therefore, all issues that concern

the Gospel are ecumenical issues.
In order for the ecumenical witness
to become more effective, it must
first become coherent, integrated
and contextual. If we fail this critical
task, the ecumenical movement will
suffer fragmentation and depart-
mentalization and will lose much of
its integrity and wholeness.

Ecumenism does not deal with
concepts; it deals with realities, not
with structures but with people.
The driving force of the ecumeni-
cal movement is a vision that deter-
mines its form, shape and structure,
its reflection and action in a given
time and place. ... The ecumenical
movement must discern the “signs
of the times,” and must be continu-
ally reviewed and renewed, recon-
figured and reshaped in response to
God’s call, vis-a-vis the needs of the
churches and the challenges of the
times. Can we develop new models,
new structures and new frameworks
that will enable us to organize our
ecumenical life more effectively, har-
moniously and creatively? ...

What should
movement become in the 21" centu-

the ecumenical

ry: a forum, a context, a framework
for collaboration among the church-
es, or, a fellowship of churches
aimed at visible unity? Probably the
re-configuration process must start
with this crucial question, since most
of the problems that we are facing in
the ecumenical movement are, in one
way or another, related to it. Those
who consider the ecumenical move-
ment as a fellowship-builder, look
with great suspicion at the growing
openness of the ecumenical move-
ment to secular organizations, non-
church related structures and other
religions. Those who perceive the
ecumenical movement as an inclu-
sive reality transcending the bound-
aries of the institutional churches,
and as an effective global instrument
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to promote justice, peace and human
rights, are frustrated by the limited
scope of the ecumenical agenda. If
this dichotomy is not reconciled and
converged within a holistic vision
and articulated through a dynamic
and comprehensive framework, it
will eventually lead the ecumenical
movement to disintegration and
polarization.

The problem, in my judgment, is
not so much between the Orthodox
and Protestant churches, or between
the WCC and the Catholic Church; it
is essentially between the ecumenical
movement and the churches, as well
as between the ecumenical move-
ment and the new world situation. If
the aim of the ecumenical movement
is to help the churches to take God’s
call seriously in the world today, it
must engage in a serious process of
renewal. I consider reconfiguration
as only one important dimension of
renewal. The youth have expressed
their concerns and outlined their
perspectives. The churches and the
ecumenical partners are now invited
to take an active part in this process.

Some may say that the ecumeni-
cal boat is left alone in a stormy sea
without any clear orientation. Oth-
ers may even say that the ecumeni-
cal boat is sinking. The ecumenical
movement is in the hands of God;
we atre called, in obedient response
to God’s call, to protect and enrich it.
The ecumenical movement is future-
oriented. From time to time it must
pause to look ahead more clearly in
order to move forward more con-
fidently. This is the time for critical
self-reflection and discernment, a
time for prayer and to listen to the
Holy Spirit. How do we understand,
define, articulate and live out the
ecumenical vision in the 21 century?
This is the urgent call and a serious
task before us. £
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Stewards of the Armenian Church Become “Pillars of the Prelacy”

Eastern Prelacy Inaugurates Annual Giving Program
With First of Several Regional Gatherings

by Iris Papaziian
Photos by |.K. Hovhannes

C T he faces I see here tonight,” said Archbishop

Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the Eastern
Prelacy, “are the faces of people who have been pillars
of the Prelacy for many years, without that formal
designation.” The Archbishop’ remarks were made on
Friday, November 7, at the Prelacy offices in New York

Archbishop Oshagan flanked by Richard Sarajian, Esq., (left) and Antranig
Boudakian.

City during a gathering attended by about thirty of the
founding members who have agreed to become “Pillars
of the Prelacy” through their support of an annual giving
program.

“Our mission is clear: To serve God, to serve the
people,” said the Prelate. “We take our strength from
the people. Our Prelacy in the United States is relatively
young—only 45 years old. We still have a lot to learn, but
the fact that we are young means that we have the energy
to work.”

For centuries the Armenian Church has carried out
its traditional religious ministry, as well as its role as
the guardian and perpetuator of our national culture.
The goal of the Pillars program is to raise a minimum
of $200,000 annually in order to permit the Prelacy to
sustain and expand the services and programs it provides.
In a relatively short time, with little effort, almost 50% of
the goal has been achieved.
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His Eminence explained that the Pillars program is
a Prelacy-wide endeavor. In its brief period of existence
it has garnered the support of more than 50 individuals,
most of whom have pledged to donate at least $1,000
annually to the Prelacy. Some have agreed to donate as
much as $5,000 or $10,000 on an annual basis. Executive
Council members, directors of the Endowment Fund, and
members of the Pillars Committee, have stepped forward
with their personal commitments to this endeavor.

Richard Sarajian, Esq., chairman of the Executive
Council, told the gathering that during the past few years,
the Executive Council has spent a tremendous amount
of time trying to increase the endowment fund. “We
have been relatively successful in this endeavor, but we
recognized that we needed a more established annual
giving program. I look around this room and I see faces
that have been supporters for the past 45 years—the
real pillars, because they were instrumental in building

Left to right: Antranig Sarkisian, Richard Sarajian, Dr. George Dermksian,
Tammy Dermksian.

churches. Today, we need your help not only on a local
level but also on a national level. We have to raise a new
generation of clergy candidates and we need to expand
our programs—programs like the Datev Summer Studies
Institute, which is one of the best and most successful
programs for young people in our entire community.”



Antranig Boudakian, who together with Noubar
Megerian, is spearheading the Pillars campaign, spoke
about the services offered by the Prelacy. “I often hear
the question asked, What does the Prelacy do for us? 1
can tell you unequivocally that everyone benefits from
the Prelacy” Mr. Boudakian told the gathering about
his recent visit to Armenia where he visited the Prelacy
offices. “What great work is being done by the Prelacy
in Armenial More than 800 orphans are being provided
with monthly stipends. These are children who lost
their fathers in defense of Karabagh. This is just one
of the many projects that the Prelacy supports. Our
Prelacy needs our help to continue in its mission to our
community in the United States and elsewhere.”

Left to right: Dr. Dertad Manguikian, Robert Setrakian, Archbishop Oshagan.

Mr. Sarajian introduced the members of the Council
who were present at the reception: Rev. Fr. Sarkis
Aktavoukian, a member of the Religious Council; Michael
Hagopian, vice chairman; Bedros Givelekian, treasurer;
Karen Jehanian, secretary; and members Dr. Dertad
Manguikian, Stephen Hagopian, Noubar Megerian.

Also staff
members including, Dr. Vazken Ghougassian, Executive
Director; Ms. Sofia Khatchatrian, Assistant Director of
Development; Deacon Shant Kazanjian, Director of the
Armenian Religious Education Council; Deacon Serop
Terterian, Armenian secretary; Christine Karamanian,
Bookstore Manager; and Iris Papazian, editor of
Outreach.

Thus far the Pillars program has been an overwhelming
success. The initial goal was to raise $200,000, and in a
very short time $95,500 has been raised. The program
has been introduced in other communities duting recent

in attendance were some Prelacy
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months with the hope of reaching the overall goals
set by the committee. The committee overseeing the
“Pillars” program is composed of: Antranig Boudakian
and Noubar Megerian, co-chairmen; and Robert Haig
Setrakian, Jack Mardoian, and Col. George Rustigian.
Archbishop Oshagan explained how during the
past few years the Prelacy has been concentrating on
recruiting clergy candidates. “After a difficult journey, 1
can tell you that we are now on an easier road,” said the
Archbishop. “We have good candidates now who are in
various stages of completing their studies. But, we must
continue our efforts. This is an ongoing endeavor.”
Archbishop Oshagan thanked everyone for accepting
his invitation to attend the reception and invited everyone
to enjoy the good food and the fellowship
of friends during the next hour or two.
As a final word, Mr. Sarajian asked
everyone present to make a concerted
effort to recruit others. “You are the
founding pillars. I hope you will help us
encourage others to join you,” he said.
Judge Martin Nalbandian, who
was in attendance with his wife Anik,
explained his enthusiasm. “I like the
accomplishments of the Prelacy and I
am particularly happy with the advances
made by our Prelate, Archbishop
Oshagan. He is very focused on the
important goals and mission of the
Church. I am happy to be part of this
program.”
Mr.  Onnic
chairman of the Executive Council,

Marashian, a past

recalled how Prelacy programs depend on the support of
individuals. “The Prelacy is always cognizant of programs
that will help the parishes. The Prelacy is not just a local
entity; it is for the collective good of all the parishes that
together comprise the Prelacy. Verkin and I are proud to
be Pillars of the Prelacy.”

Dr. George Dermksian and his wife Tammy, longtime
supporters of the Church and recently very involved with
the reconstruction of St. Illuminator’s Cathedral, praised
the Prelate and the Prelacy for the work being done. “This
Prelate and Executive Council are very much committed
to providing educational activities and opportunities for
our young people. Everyone talks about the importance
about education for our youth, but the Prelacy is doing
much more than talk. The Prelacy is creating the outreach
and programs necessary to attract our young people.”

Dr. Aram Cazazian, who has served on many Prelacy
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committees including Pontifical Visits, and most recently
the committee which organized the tribute to the film
Ararat and Atom Egoian and Arsinee Khanjian, said:
“Because of my involvement on a Prelacy level, I am
aware of the great service the Prelacy performs for our
community. I hope many more will become ‘Pillars,
thereby providing the means for expanded Prelacy
programs without additional financial hardship on our
parishes.”

Pillars of the Prelacy as of January 15, 2004 are:
Mr. & Mrs. Vahe Amirian, Clifton, NJ; Rev. Fr. & Mrs.
Sarkis Aktavookian, Worcester, MA; Drs. Diran & Seta
Apelian, West Boylston, MA; Mr. & Mrs.
Shavarsh Azizian, Worcester, MA; Mr. John
Baronian, West Medford, MA; Drs. Carlo &
Aurora Bayrakdarian, White Plains, NY; Mr.
& Mrs. Antranik Boudakian, Forest Hills,
NY; Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Boudakian, Kew
Gardens, NY; Mrs. Tina Carolan, Mendham,
NJ; Dr. Aram Cazazian, Bayside, NY; Dr. &
Mrs. Rene Chirinian, New Canaan, CT; Dr.
& Mrs. Gregory Ciottone, Westminster, MA;
Archpriest and Yn. Arshag Daghlian; Mr.
Harry Dalian, Rego Park, NY; Dr. & Mrs.
George Dermksian, New York, NY; Dr. &
Mrs. Ara Dumanian, Chicago, IL; Mr. Steve
Dumanian, Forest Hills, NY; Senator & Mrts.
Aram Garabedian, Providence, RI; Mr. &
Mrs. Garbis Garboushian, Burlington, NJ;
Mr. & Mrs. Bedros Givelekian, Flushing, NY;
Mr. & Mrs. Astor Guzelian, Dedham, MA;
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hagopian, Dearborn,
MI; Mr. & Mrs. Steve Hagopian, Glen Carbon, IL; Dr.
& Mrs. Varant Hagopian, Wayland, MA; Mr. & Mrs.
Arthur Hairabedian, Great Neck, NY; Mr. & Mrs. Jirair
Hovnanian, Mount Laurel, NJ; Mr. Edward Jamie,
Flushing, NY; Ms. Karen Jehanian, Haverford, PA; Mrs.
Sosie Kachikian, Old Tappan, NJ; Mr. & Mrs. Robert
Kaloosdian, Belmont, MA; Mrs. Sirvart Kaloustian,
Wayne, PA; Mr. & Mrs. Vasken Kassabian, Manhasset,
NY; Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kerbeykian, Tenafly, NJ; Mr. &
Mrs. Arto Kirikian, Lawrenceville, NJ; Mr. & Mrs. Hagop
Kouyoumdjian, Holmdel, NJ; Drs. Arthur & Louisa
Kubikian, Roslyn, NY; Dr. & Mrs. Raffi Leblebidjian,
Chicago, 1L; Dr. & Mrs. Dertad Manguikian, McLean,
VA; Mr. & Mrs. John Manoogian, Plymouth, MI; Mr. &
Mrs. John Manuelian, Winchester, MA; Mr. & Mrs. Onnic
Marashian, Oradell, NJ; Mr. & Mrs. Jack Mardoian, Lake
Forest, I1; Mr. & Mrs. Varkis Markarian, Cranston, RI,;
Mr. & Mrs. Noubar Megerian, Newtown Square, PA; Mr.
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& Mrs. Joseph Melikian, Weston , MA; Mr. Ara Melkonian,
Darnestown, MD; Mr. & Mrs. Martin Nalbandian, Old
Tappan, NJ; Dr. & Mrs. Michel Nalbantian, Radnor, PA;
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Ohanessian, Paramus, NJ; Dr. & Mrs.
Antranig Ovassapian, Chicago, 1L; Mr. & Mrs. Andrea
Pampanini, New York, NY; Mr. & Mrs. Jack Papazian,
Ambler, PA; Mr. & Mrs. Tro Piliguian, New York, NY;
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Rafaelian, Cranston, RI; Col. & Mrs.
George Rustigian, Newington, CT; Mr. & Mrs. Henry
Sahakian, State College, PA; Mr. & Mrs. Alex Sarafian,
Cresskill, NJ; Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sarajian, Chestnut
Ridge, NY; Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Sarkissian, Plandome,

Left to right: VVahe Amirian, Edward Kerbeykian, Martin Nalbandian.

NY; Dr. & Mrs. Aram Semerjian, Munster, IN; Mr. &
Mrs. George Semerdjian, Chester Springs, PA; Mr. & Mrs.
Robert Setrakian, New York, NY; Mr. & Mrs. Kaloust
Sogoian, Bloomfield Hills, MI; Rev. Fr. & Mrs. Aram
Stepanian, Sutton, MA; Mr. & Mrs. Arshag Tarpinian, Old
Tappan, NJ; Mr. & Mrs. Bedros Tashjian, Little Ferry, NJ;
Mr. & Mrs. Norik Tatevossian, Forest Hills, NY; Mr. &
Mzrs. Zohrab Tazian, Fort Wayne, IN; Mr. & Mrs. Dikran
Tenguerian, Old Tappan, NJ; Mr. & Mrs. Yervant Terzian,
Rosemont, PA; Honorable Judge & Mrs. Sarkis Teshoian,
Worcester, MA; Mr. John Vartan, Harrisburg, PA; Dr. &
Mrs. Rouben Melik Vartanian, Kew Gardens, NY; Mr. &
Mrs. Noubar Yeremian, Radnor, PA; Dr. & Mrs. Raffi
Zohrabian, Huntington, NY.

If you would like more information about the Pillars
program contact the Prelacy at 212-689-7810. Visit the
web site, www.armenianprelacy.org for more photographs
and up-to-date information about Prelacy activities. &
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Edward Malkonian:
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A Legacy Steeped in Faith and Commitment

y all accounts Edward Malkonian was a quiet, hard-

working, humble man. He was a person who worked
day and night at his Green Cross Pharmacy on Central
Avenue in Albany, New York, to support himself and his
wife. He was available night and day to fill prescriptions
for his customers.

Garo Hazarian, his nephew
and the executor of his last will
and testament, recalls the long
hours his uncle worked, only oc-
casionally taking leave of work for
other enjoyments. “Working in
his pharmacy was Uncle Eddie’s
greatest enjoyment,” says Mr.
Hazarian. “He loved to serve the
people of his community.”’

“My cousin was not a regular
Sunday morning church-goer,”
said Richard Sarajian, one of Mr.
Malkonian’s cousins. “His phar-
macy was open on Sundays until
1:00 p.m., and was filled with pa-
rishioners and their children who,
after attending mass at the large
Catholic church across the street,
visited the pharmacy.” However,
his love for the Armenian Church
was beyond reproach. “When I
attended law school in Albany, I
spent many Sundays there for din-
ner with Eddie and his wife Ruth

M. and Mrs. Edward Malkonian (couple at left) with Mr. and
Mrs. Garo Hazarian at Richard and Nora Sarajian’s wedding
reception in 1987.
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ering from a broken hip. He told me that he was working
on a will and wanted to leave an endowment fund to the
Prelacy.”

In his will he established “The Mardiros and Mar-
guerite Malkonian Family Fund” in honor of his parents.
He further stipulated how the proceeds of the fund were

to be utilized, with the largest
percentage benefiting orphans
or orphanages in Armenia and
Karabagh. “Eddie and Ruth had
no children. So he adopted the
orphans of Armenia,” said Mr.
Sarajian. He also chose to con-
tinue his support of Holy Cross
Chutch and to honor his grand-
father, Der Hoosik Avak Kahana
Katchouni, one of the martyrs
arrested on April 24, 1915, by
directing the balance of the in-
come be used to benefit his local
parish, Holy Cross Armenian
Apostolic Church of Troy, New
York, and for general purposes,
at the discretion of the Eastern
Prelacy, with consideration given
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to clergy training, assistance to
retired clergy, and the Seminary in
Antelias, Lebanon.

Mr. Malkonian died on August
2, 2000. In a letter of condolence,
the Prelate, Archbishop Osha-

and their friends Sarkis and Mary
Minassian. Sarkis always updated
Eddie of the progress of the con-

Mr. and Mrs. Garo Hazarian with Archbishop Oshagan and
Richard Sarajian in March 2003 when the check was presented
to His Eminence for the establishment of the Malkonian Family

gan, described Edward as “part
of that generation of Armenian
Americans born and raised in the

Fund.

struction of the new Holy Cross
Church often describing to Eddie the work he had done
with his own hands.” Eddie was one of the godfathers of
the Holy Cross Church in Troy when it was consecrated
in 1976.

“I always stopped to see Eddie and Ruth whenever
I was in Albany or driving through it,” said Mr. Sarajian.
“On my way home from the 1995 NRA in Montreal, I
visited him in a rehabilitation center where he was recov-

United States, yet ingrained with a
deep faith and commitment to the Armenian Church and
community. In March 2003, Mr. and Mrs. Garo Hazar-
ian, Mr. Sarajian, Rev. Arsen Kassabian, and Board of
Trustees members Ara Mahserdjian and Nadine Boor-
nazian of Holy Cross Church met at the Prelacy with
Archbishop Oshagan to honor the memory of Edward
and Ruth Malkonian. Upon receiving the $350,000.00
bequest, Archbishop Oshagan commented, “Through
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his foresight, Edward Malkonian
memorialized the memory of
his mother and father, and also
himself. The income from this
Fund will assist in a number of
ways, all very positive. Orphans,
the Holy Cross parish, clergy
training, retired clergy, the Semi-
nary—each one is a good cause
in itself.”

“Discussions are underway
for the Prelacy to use this fund
to expand the Prelacy Orphans
program to provide substantial
support to the Noubarashen
Orphanage near Yerevan, Arme-

Profiles of Giving:
Remembering Richard V. Carolan

hose who knew him

remember Richard
V. Carolan, who together
with his wife Tina, was a
major benefactor of the
Armenian Church, as a
modest individual who
never sought the lime-
light, and who came to
embrace the Armenian
Chutch and community
as his own.

Born in Waterbury,
Connecticut, with Irish
American roots, he met
and married Tina Peschekerian and thereafter established
a strong lifelong bond of friendship with the Armenian
community.

Within the Armenian community, the Carolans
were major benefactors of the Great House of Cilicia,
the Western Prelacy and the Eastern Prelacy. In recent
months Mrs. Carolan has added St. Illuminator’s Cathe-
dral in New York to her beneficence with an $80,000
donation for the major renovations the Cathedral is cur-
rently undertaking.

In 1994 Richard was honored with the Knight of
Cilicia insignia by His Holiness Katekin II of the Great
House of Cilicia, who later became Karekin I, Supreme
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Mr. and Mrs. Hazarian with representatives of Holy Cross
Church, at left, Nadine Bornagian and Ara Mabserdjian.
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nia,” said Vazken Ghougassian,
Executive Director of the Prelacy
who visited Armenia last April to
look for an appropriate orphan-
age to support with this fund.
“The Prelacy’s Orphans program
already supports 740 orphans in
Armenia and Karabagh and this
bequest will help us do much
more.”

Edward Malkonian worked
hard during his lifetime, but the
fruits of his labor will continue to
work for the benefit of the Arme-
nian Church and the advancement
of the Church’s mission. M

Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians. In 2000 His
Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cili-
cia, awarded him the highest award of the Holy See, the
Prince of Cilicia medal.

Richard was the Chairman and CEO of Martindale-
Hubbell Publishing Co., an international publisher of
legal directories and serving a network of international
lawyers in 160 countries. Following his retirement in 1990
he devoted more time to his philanthropic efforts with
the establishment of the Tina and Richard V. Carolan
Foundation which is dedicated to cancer research and
humanitarian relief. His retitement years also provided
him more time to spend with his children, son Richard
C. Carolan and daughter Kimberly Carolan-Faga, and his
grandchildren.

He served in Europe during World War 1I and later
graduated from Rutgers University (NJ) with a Bachelor
of Science degtee.

Richard Carolan died on July 27, 2002 in New York
City following a long battle with cancer. However, his
good deeds live on through the Tina and Richard V.
Carolan Foundation.

“Richard Carolan can never be forgotten,” said Arch-
bishop Oshagan Choloyan, “because of the legacy he has
left us—his good deeds which continue even after death.
We honor his sweet memory and we thank Tina for bring-
ing him into the Armenian community.” eS
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Pashalian Fund Benefits Education
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“The Pashalian Fund is a model example of the good that can be accomplished by foresighted individuals...”

—Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan

he Eastern Prelacy recently announced the granting

of awards totaling $14,250.00 to various Armenian
Schools and educational programs, from the Pashalian
Family Education Fund.

The grants, which were awarded by the Fund’s
Board of Trustees which include Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan, Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy, Ms. Gloria
Tarsy, Dr. George Dermksian, and Mr. Michael Derian,
were awarded to the following:

St. Hluminator’s Day School — $5,000.00

St. Sarkis Suzanne & Hovsep Hagopian Saturday School
— $2,500.00

St. Stephen’s Day School — $3,000.00

St. Gregory of Datev Institute — $2,750.00

Siamanto Academy — $1,000.00

“The Pashalian Family Fund is a model example
of the good that can be accomplished by foresighted
individuals. Through his benevolence Mr. Pashalian has
left a lasting impact on Armenian education in the United
States while perpetuating the memory of the Pashalian
Family,” said Archbishop Oshagan.

“We are pleased to honor the memory of John
Pashalian and the Pashalian Family by awarding these
grants to such worthy institutions,” said Dr. George
Dermksian, a trustee of the Fund. “The Pashalian family
was a strong supporter of St. llluminator’s Cathedral and
educational programs for Armenian youth.”

The Pashalian Fund was established in the early
1990s, through the foresight and benevolence of a
devoted parishioner of St. Illuminator’s Cathedral, Mr.
Levon Pashalian. Mr. Pashalian was born in the historic
Armenian village of Palou-Havav. He survived the
Genocide, emigrated to the United States, and like many
of his fellow villagers opened a small grocery store on
the cast side of Manhattan. With a limited command of
English Levon Pashalian built a successful business while
caring for his ill wife. He worked long hours every day of
the week and managed to raise a family, a son John Levon,
and a daughter, Siroon. True to his Armenian heritage
and the American dream, he provided both children not
only with a college education, but also post-graduate
studies. The family faced a tremendous tragedy when son

John Pashalian in whose memory the fund was established.

John was killed in an accident in 1973.

In spite of the tragedies that befell the family, Mr.
Pashalian had the goodness of heart to provide financial
support, in the name of his son and the Pashalian family,
for the Armenian Church, Armenian educational and
relief organizations, and needy Armenian students in the
United States and Canada.

The Fund was established with an initial contribution
of $138,000 with the stipulation that the earned proceeds
from the investments be used to “promote and support
Armenian language schools” and their students in the
United States and Canada who were in financial need.
Since its formation the Fund has distributed more than
$66,000 for educational purposes.

This year’s grant recipients are:

St. Illuminator’s Day School

St. Mluminatot’s Day School, located in Woodside,
New York, is now in its 28" year, and provides elementary
bilingual education from Nursery through Grade Six. The
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students consistently outperform public school students
in New York State Standardized Tests. “We are grateful to
the Pashalian Fund for its continuing support,” said Dr.
Herand Markarian, chairman of the Board of Trustees.
“This grant will help us provide scholarship aid for
qualified students whose families cannot afford a private
school education.”

St. Sarkis Suzanne and Hovsep Hagopian
Armenian Saturday School

The Suzanne and Hovsep
Hagopian ~ Armenian  Saturday
School, Douglaston, NY, has
grown leaps and bounds in recent
years. Principal Mrs. Ani Nercessian
acknowledged that the support
received by the Pashalian Fund will
help them to provide the very best
instruction for their students. The
school is named in honor of its
faithful benefactors, Suzanne and
Hovsep Hagopian, who believed
wholeheartedly in the value of
Armenian and who
made provision in their Last Will
and Testament for the continuity
of the
Hovsep were two of the Eastern
Prelacy’s most ardent supporters,”
said Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan. “Their dedication to the
propagation of Armenian culture
was supreme.”

education

school. “Suzanne and

St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School

St. Stephen’s Armenian FElementary School in
Watertown, Massachusetts, continues its growth since its
establishment in 1984. The success of the school can be
seen by the high ranking of its students in the state wide
Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills in reading, language
arts, math, science, and social studies. The test is given each
academic year to students in grades two and four. This
year students in the fourth grade scored in the top 15%
and students in the second grade scored in the top 20%.
Mrs. Houry Boyamian, principal, expressed the gratitude
of the school family for the Pashalian grant. “We are
extremely pleased that the Prelacy and the Pashalian Fund
have recognized and supported St. Stephen’s School with
this grant which will be utilized toward the expansion of
the school in order to accommodate more students.”
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Levon Pashalian in an early photo taken in his store in
Manhattan. He established the Pashalian Fund in memory of
his son Jobn who died in an accident.

St. Gregory of Datev Institute

Now in its 18" yeat, the St. Gregory of Datev Institute
is a weeklong summer program in a pleasant, nurturing
environment where young students experience worship,
learning and fellowship. Promoting healthy minds in
healthy bodies, the Institute provides a faith-based four-
year program of studies for youth ages 13 and older.
Many of the teens who complete the program return for
postgraduate studies. The Institute is organized by the
Eastern Prelacy’s Armenian Religious Education Council
(AREC). Krista Guzelian, who
has been attending the Datev
Institute for three years wrote
after last year’s program, “My
experience at Datev has taught
me to be a better Christian, to
take pride in my Christian faith,
and to connect more closely with

God”

Siamanto Academy

The Siamanto Academy is
designed for high school students
who are graduates of Armenian
schools. The Academy offers
accredited, college-level courses
in Armenian studies and history,
as well as Christian studies.
Organized by the Armenian
National Education Committee
(ANEC), the Academy serves
as a gateway to higher cultural
preparing  students

for effective leadership. The
Academy meets every Saturday during the school year
in Woodside, New York. The Siamanto Academy is a
prime example of ANEC’s mission of maintaining the
Armenian language and culture in America. ANEC is a
co-sponsorship of the Eastern Prelacy and the Armenian
Relief Society.

Since its inception, the Fund has distributed the
following amounts to educational institutions: $4,500 in
1993; $3,400 in 1994; $13,810 in 1997; $7,979 in 1998;
$12,500 in 2000; $9,000 in 2001; and $14,250 in 2003.

Donations to the Pashalian Fund, which is part of
the Eastern Prelacy’s Endowment Fund, can be made at
any time. For information about this Fund contact the
Prelacy at 212-689-7810. kS

awareness,
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Faces of God in Medieval Monasticism and Theology:

Anselm of Canterbury and Gregory of Narek

by Michael B. Papaziian

was asked to speak about the “monastic Middle Ages,”

with a focus on the faces of God. While I’'m honored
to be considered enough of an expert on this topic to
speak to you, it is also a bit disturbing to be associated
with a period of time that has come to have something
of a bad reputation. I've recently read a book by the
French historian Regine Pernoud with the title Those Ter-
rible Middle Ages! Pernoud begins her book by recounting
a visit she made to an elementary school in which the
teacher was leading a discussion of medieval history—the
teacher asked the class what the peasants were called, and
they answered that they were called serfs. Then she asked
what they did—and the class
responded that they were
sick. The teacher went on
and asked the students what
diseases the poor serfs had—
and the students answered
“plague” and “cholera” and
all sorts of other nasty dis-
eases. The teacher responded
approvingly: “You know your
history very well.”

Later, Pernoud was asked
to serve as an advisor for a TV program on the Middle
Ages. The assistant for the program told her to provide an
idea of the Middle Ages in general: ““You know, slaughter,
massacres, scenes of violence, famines, epidemic.”

Well, it’s true that there was a great deal of misery
and illness during the Middle Ages. And it’s certainly not a
compliment to call someone’s thinking medieval. The lat-
er propaganda of the Renaissance and the Enlightenment
has convinced many people that the Middle Ages were a
culturally impoverished and superstitious period, worthy
of the title “The Dark Ages.” But I want to show that this
is an unfair characterization. In the fields of philosophy
and theology in particular the petiod starting from the 5*
century and ending in the 14" was especially rich and fer-
tile. I’ll focus on two figures in medieval monasticism and
theology. One is “famous” and is especially appropriate to
talk about here; the other is more obscure and “exotic”:
St. Anselm, who ended his life as Archbishop of Canter-

Omne is “famous” and is especially appropriate
to talk about here; the other is more obscure
and “exotic”: St. Anselm, who ended his life
as Archbishop of Canterbury, and the tenth
century Armenian theologian, monk, and poet

St. Gregory of Narek.

bury, and the tenth century Armenian theologian, monk,
and poet St. Gregory of Narek.

But before that, I should say a little bit about the
background of medieval monasticism and its effects on
the image of God. When we think about Christianity in
the Middle Ages, we usually think of the cloistered life,
monks living in remote monasteries isolated from the
lives of the common people, devoting themselves to
arcane learning and the copying of ancient manuscripts.
While this is true to some extent, it also misses the fact
that the monastic life was not utterly removed from the
life of the common people but had a strong influence
on popular piety. As we’ll
see, some of the famous
monks had lay followings;
they wrote to and advised
people outside their mon-
asteries.

The most important
person for the develop-
ment of monasticism in
Europe was a man by
the name of Benedict
of Nursia (480-543). He
composed what came to be known as the Rule of Bene-
dict, which regulated the way that people should live a
monastic or cloistered life. Benedict stressed the impor-
tance of work—idleness is bad. The rule requires public
prayer seven times a day. The Rule also emphasized the
importance of study and learning, not for worldly glory
but in order to come closer to God.

The importance of work and keeping oneself occu-
pied remains an important part of Benedictine spiritual-

Michael B. Papagian is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at
Berry College, Georgia. This article is based on a lecture he gave
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Rome, Georgia. Passages from
Anseln are taken from the translation by Gillian Evans, Anselm
of Canterbury: The Major Works, Oxford University Press.
Passages from Narek are taken from the transiation of Thomas
Sammnelian, Speaking with God from the Depths of the
Heart, VVem Press. Samunelian’s book is available at the Prelacy
Bookstore.
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ity. And it is exemplified in an extraordinary way in the life
and work of St. Anselm.

Anselm was born in 1033 in northern Italy, in the
Alps (his town was Aosta, which is in the northwestern
corner of Italy, near the borders of France and Switzer-
land). He seems to have been a very bright and religious
boy.

As a child, Anselm had a vision. He thought that
heaven was on the top of the mountains. One night he was
told to climb up a mountain and go to the court of God.
Along the way he saw God’s servants, who were supposed
to be reaping the wheat at the foot of the mountain, but
were in fact just idly resting. Anselm was upset at this and
decided that he would tell God that his servants were lazy.
When he reached the top of the mountain, he found God
with one of His servants. God asked Anselm who he was,
where he came from, and why he had come. God ordered
the servant to give bread to Anselm, and he ate the bread
in the presence of God.

One of the reasons that I find the story of this
dream interesting is because
although it is clearly child-
ish, it reveals an interesting
feature of how Anselm’s
society viewed God—one
that Anselm would continue
to hold although in a more
mature and sophisticated way
in his theology. In the vision,
God is represented as a me-
dieval feudal lord having land on which his tenants farm.
It is interesting to note how much our image of God is
influenced by the political citcumstances of our times.

By the time he was 15, Anselm had a strong desire to
become a monk. However, his father did not want him to
become a monk, and the local monastery would not ac-
cept Anselm without his fathet’s approval.

Anselm prayed that he would become sick and in dan-
ger of death, so that the abbot of the monastery would
admit him without his father’s approval. He did become
rather sick but even then the abbot would not relent.

In his later teens, Anselm became less religious and
had a couple of “wild years.” He was deeply affected by
his mother’s death a few years later. His father seems to
have been abusive to him, and so Anselm decided to re-
nounce his inheritance and to run away from home. He
set off through the Alps with little food and in the cold
winter.

Finally, he made it to the monastery of Bec, which is
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As far as 1 know, Christianity is the only religion
whose sacred scripture is divided into two parts
(the Old and New Testaments), the two parts of
which are written in radically different langunages of
spoken by people who have distinct and often
conflicting cultures and perspective.

in upper Normandy, northwest of Paris. Bec was a Bene-
dictine monastery, and Anselm was originally intimidated
by the presence of Lanfranc, the prior, who was one of
the most renowned scholars in Europe. Anselm at first
thought he would be better off at the monastery of Clu-
ny, where there would be less time for study but he would
not be eclipsed by a scholar of Lanfranc’s stature. Even-
tually, he decided that Bec was for him, and he took his
monastic vows in 1060 at the age of 27. Lanfranc soon
thereafter left Bec to become prior of another monastery
and then eventually Archbishop of Canterbury. Anselm
replaced Lanfranc as prior and then became Abbot of
Bec. Throughout his life, Anselm shied away from high
positions, and he was reluctant to accept either of these
positions. Of course, it was the custom of the time to
appear to resist appointment to such positions, but even
by the standards of this custom, Anselm’s resistance was
extreme. This was especially true after Lanfranc’s death,
when Anselm was the obvious choice to become Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. He was persuaded to visit England
on the pretext of inspect-
ing Bec’s properties there.
On his arrival, he was
greeted by the king and
acclaimed as Archbishop
Still,
though, he resisted, and
he had to be invested
with the episcopal staff
by force in 1093.
Anselm’s trepidation was justified, for he was caught
in a power struggle between the pope and the king. At

Canterbury.

several points, Anselm was forced to leave England be-
cause he would not renounce his allegiance to the pope,
as the king had demanded. While stuck in this precarious
position, he was still able to write a number of works that
would have a lasting impact on Christian theology and
philosophy. He seems to have had a popular following.
When he decided to visit the pope in Rome against the
king’s wishes he was met by enthusiastic crowds in the
towns of France and Italy where he stopped. He spoke
not only with the monks but also the laypeople of the
towns.

With a new king in England, Anselm had a quieter
and more peaceful life, for the two came to agreement
on most issues. Anselm died during Holy Week 1107 at
Canterbury.

But more important than the life of Anselm is his
thought. What was his approach to theology, and in



particular, to the idea of God? Anselm’s work can be
summed up in a Latin slogan that was the subtitle of one
of his books and which became the motto of medieval
theology or “scholasticism”—fides guaerens intellectnnr—
’faith seeking understanding,” One way of understanding
scholasticism is to see it as an attempt to synthesize and to
reconcile one’s religious faith with reason and philosophy.
As such, scholasticism is not exclusively Christian. The
great Jewish and Islamic philosophers of the Middle Ages
attempted to do the same thing—to show that Greek phi-
losophy is compatible with the Torah or the Koran.

But the idea of synthesizing and combining different
traditions and perspectives is especially relevant to Chris-
tianity. This is clear from the very structure and language
of the Bible. As far as I know, Christianity is the only reli-
gion whose sacred scripture is divided into two parts (the
Old and New Testaments), the two parts of which are
written in radically different languages spoken by people
who have distinct and often conflicting cultures and per-
spective. The Jews focus on God’s revelation of the law
and his covenant with a par-
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a little to God and rest for a little in Him. Enter into
the inner chamber of your soul, shut out everything
save God and what can be of help in your quest
for Him and having locked the door seek Him out.
Speak now, my whole heart, speak now to God: “I
seek Your countenance, O Lord, Your countenance 1
seek” [Psalm 26:8]. (Proslogion 1)

Then Anselm, speaking to God, talks about what he
seeks:

...I do desire to understand Your truth a little, that
truth that my heart believes and loves. For 1 do not
seck to understand so that I may believe; but I believe
so that I may understand. For I believe this also, that
“unless I believe, I shall not understand” [Isaiah 7:9]

I normally require my students to read the opening
chapters of the Proslgion in my introduction to phi-
losophy class. And every time I get the same response
from my students. Many
students see Anselm as

ticular people. The Greeks
focus on universal reason
and philosophy. So right
from the start the Christian
is presented with two per-
spectives that seem to clash
but need to be reconciled.
Anselm is doing the
same thing by trying to
reconcile faith and reason.
Most of Anselm’s writings

On the other hand, Armenians, among them
Gregory, adbered to an earlier understanding of
Christ as having one nature—=that is both human
and divine—and that the one nature suffered
and died. When modern theologians speak of
the “suffering God” they are reintroducing in
the West an idea that the Armenian Church
has always held, an idea embodied in the
peculiar form of the Trisagion hymn sung in the

ovetly intellectual; many
of the students believe
firmly that all one needs
is faith. Why do we have
to understand, too, unless
we don’t really have faith
in the first place?

While this is an under-
standable reaction, I try to
defend Anselm on this

are in the form of prayer. .
They are usually addlzessed Armenian Chureh.

to God, and it is clear that

they are meant to be spiritual

exercises for him and also for his fellow monks (although
they were also distributed among educated laypeople).
To understand Anselm, you have to see him as following
the Benedictine Rule. In the spirit of the Rule of Bene-
dict, his writings were not intended for a wide audience;
rather, they were ways to focus one’s mind on God. Here
is how he begins one of his most celebrated books, the
Proslogion:

Come now, insignificant man, fly for a moment from
your affairs, escape for a little while from the tumult
of your thoughts. Put aside now your weighty cares
and leave your wearisome toils. Abandon yourself for

point. I see Anselm as see-

ing faith as an emotional

relationship with God—it

is a love of God, a matter
of the heart. But Anselm understands that humans are
more than emotional beings—we are rational beings as
well—we have both a head and a heart. And we are called
upon to love God with all our being (“you shall love the
Lotd your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” [Mark
12:30]) Anselm already loves God with his heart; to love
God with his mind is to try to understand and know
God as much as is humanly possible. If one truly loves
someone, wouldn’t one be genuinely interested in learning
everything possible about that person? And that is what
Anselm sees as the purpose of philosophy—to bring our
minds closer to God.
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There is a tendency to see philosophical arguments
for the existence of God nowadays as always having an
apologetic function; that is, they are a way to convince
unbelievers of the truth. But this is not what Anselm was
trying to do. Philosophical speculation is very much an
individual spiritual exercise that is based on a preexist-
ing faith; it is not a way to convince people who do not
already have faith. So there’s no reason to think that An-
selm was trying to convert the infidels. On a related point,
it is interesting to note that Anselm was not an active sup-
porter of the crusades. It was Pope Urban 11, the pope
whose authority Anselm otherwise dutifully defended,
who launched the First Crusade in 1096. In his letters,
Anselm discouraged his correspondents from joining the
crusade, though his usual reasoning was that monks in
particular should be withdrawn from the world and not
concern themselves with political and military activities.
Anselm was the very opposite of a fanatical proselytizer.

The first argument of the Proslogion is the remarkable
and tantalizing “proof” of the existence of God that
would later come to be called the Ontological Argument:

Anselm notes that all people, whether believers or un-
believers, define God as the greatest possible being (“that
than which nothing greater
can be thought of”) But
things that exist are greater
than things that do not ex-
ist—if for no other reason
than that their
does not depend on anybody
thinking about them. But if
one were to assert that God

existence

Pplace?

does not exist, one would be saying that one can think of
something greater than God, namely a God that does ex-
ist. Atheism is absurd; it leads to the conclusion that God
is both the greatest possible being and not the greatest
possible being. Only theism makes logical sense. Hence,
Anselm concludes, God must exist.

Many people have looked at this argument and have
seen at best clever wordplay. It remains a live issue in phi-
losophy whether Anselm’s argument is valid. But I believe
it is nevertheless a beautiful argument in the same sense
in which mathematicians talk of a beautiful or elegant
proof. From this starting point, Anselm establishes other
attributes of God—omniscience, omnipotence, and that
He is supremely just and merciful.

Later in his life, as Archbishop of Canterbury, An-
selm pushed reason even further in trying to understand
Christ and why it is that God had to become man in order
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Many students see Anselm as overly intellectualy
many of the students believe firmly that all one
needs is faith. Why do we have to understand,
too, unless we don't really have faith in the first

to save us. And in doing this, Anselm made an important
innovation in thinking about Christ and redemption.

A prevailing medieval view of redemption was that
the death of Christ was a ransom paid to Satan to free
humans from the devil’s captivity. This view implied that
because of our disobedience to God, Satan gained right-
ful dominion over us. There is a very medieval notion of
justice here: the sinning humans had broken their bonds
with their first master, and had come under the lordship
of Satan. Humans could only be freed from their fealty to
the devil if a ransom was paid to Satan, and that ransom
was Christ’s sacrifice.

While Anselm did not mind the analogy of our rela-
tion to God to feudal political relations, he did not think
it appropriate to believe that Satan had, in any sense, a just
or lawful dominion over humans. So instead of employ-
ing the idea of a ransom, Anselm argued that God was a
lord that was dishonored by his subjects. And whoever is
responsible for the dishonor must make restitution. The
problem is that our insult to God is so great that none of
us is capable of making restitution (we are, so to speak,
too poor to pay the price). Only a being as great as God
can do this. And the only such being is God. But of
course it would make no
sense for the dishonored
party to make restitution.
The only way out is for
there to be someone who
is both God and man. So
the Incarnation, Anselm
held, is a necessary fact
for human salvation.

Many of Anselm’s contemporaries thought of him as
a “hyperrationalist”—one who went too far in trying to
understand God by reason alone. The Christian faith is ul-
timately a mystery that is beyond human comprehension.
So it is a legitimate objection that Anselm goes too far.
But at the same time I see Anselm as a valuable correc-
tive to a contemporary Christianity that often is based too
much on emotion or is anti-reason and anti-intellectual.
Anselm shows us that faith and understanding need one
another, that they can be combined and synthesized in the
life of the Christian believer.

About a century before Anselm, there was a monk
and theologian who is not as widely known or read today.
His name was Gregory of Narek, and he was an Arme-
nian who lived in what today is Turkey. Gregory belonged
to a tradition that was largely isolated from the European
Christian world—and that was living in relatively hostile



territory, surrounded for the most part by adherents of
the new religion of Islam. Armenia was also theologically
removed from most of the rest of the Christian world,
since the Armenian Church never accepted the Council
of Chalcedon that, in 451, agreed to a definition of Christ
as having two natures, one divine and one human. This
definition allowed Chalcedonian Christians to hold that
while Christ suffered in his human nature, his divine na-
ture was not touched by the torture of the crucifixion.

On the other hand, Armenians, among them Grego-
ry, adhered to an earlier understanding of Christ as having
one nature—that is both human and divine—and that the
one nature suffered and died. When modern theologians
speak of the “suffering God” they are reintroducing in
the West an idea that the Armenian Church has always
held, an idea embodied in the peculiar form of the Trisa-
gion hymn sung in the Armenian Church:

Holy God, Holy mighty one, Holy immortal one,
who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Who was Gregory of Narek? Gregory was born in
951. His father was a bishop who composed several books
himself. Indeed, many of the members of Gregory’s fam-
ily were scholars associated with the monastery of Narek
on the southern shore of Lake Van. Unlike Anselm, who
traveled a long distance to enter into a monastery far from
his native town, Gregory entered this monastery near his
birthplace. The time was auspicious—there was a brief
lull before the invasion of the Mongols from the east laid
waste to much of Armenia. Also unlike Anselm, Gregory
wrote mostly to the heart rather than to the mind. His
writings are mystical poems rather than philosophical
arguments—though like much of Anselm’ writings,
Gregory’s writings were prayers addressed to God or to
the saints.

By the turn of the millennium, Gregory was a very
sick man. He realized that he needed strong medicine,
much stronger than the doctors of his day could pro-
vide. He needed prayer, and he began to write a series
of prayers that have had an enormous impact on Ar-
menian spirituality, and which he hoped would be read
and provide comfort to people throughout the world.
These prayers are known today as the Book of Lamenta-
tions or simply the Narek, and after the Bible it is the most
important book of Armenian Christianity. The book
has recently been translated into English by the scholar
Thomas Samuelian. This beautiful translation provides
English readers with an opportunity to appreciate Narek’s
powerful prayers.
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Gregory describes the torment of his illness:

I lie here on a cot, struck down by evil,
sinking in a mattress of disease and torment,
like the living dead yet able to speak.

O kind Son of God,
have compassion upon my misery. (Prayer 18g)

But nevertheless he has hope of completing his work:

But you, God,

Lotd of souls and all flesh,

in the words of one divinely graced,

you are long-suffering and abounding in mercy,

in the voice of blessed Jonah

grant that I finish to your delight

this book of prayers, now begun.

And having sown these words with tears

and set forth on this journey toward the dwellings
you have prepared,

may I return joyfully in the time of harvest

with the bounty of atonement,

with sheaves of goodness and the fruits of delight.

(Prayer 2)

The universality of his prayer and his concern for all
humanity pervades the work—

Let the perfume, the bouquet of this book of
confessions

be redoubled and affect multitudes

and let it be remembered everywhere,
filling the world like

the fragrant oil in the house of Lazarus. (Prayer 33b)

In many ways, Anselm and Gregory can be seen as
contrasting figures of the medieval Christian world—a
western, rationalistic, philosophical author and an eastern,
mystical, and emotional poet. But in contrasting them, we
should not ignore their common points—both dedicated
to the monastic life and the importance of contemplation
of God. And by studying them together, our Christian
life is enriched—allowing us to see the value of faith and
reason, and how they complement each other and are able
to work together toward the good. X
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News from the
Catholicosate

World Council of Churches
Reflects Upon the Ecumenical Movement
church
ecumenists among others, came together November
17-20, 2003, at the invitation of the World Council of
Churches (WCC) to reflect on the reconfiguration of the
ecumenical movement. The international consultation
took place at the Catholicosate of Cilicia in Antelias,
Lebanon, at the invitation of His Holiness Catholicos
Aram 1, Moderator of the Central and Executive
committees of the WCC.

At the first session His Holiness addressed the
conference highlighting the major concerns and challenges

Theologians, leaders, social scientists,

facing the ecumenical movement. [Catholicos Aram’s
address is reprinted in this issue of Outreach—Editor].

The consultation was called to analyze the main
challenges presented by the changing world situation
and their implications for the configuration of the
ecumenical movement; identify the key areas of change
and renewal necessary for a reconfiguration; and design
a process of consultation and study leading to a report
on reconfiguration of the ecumenical movement to the
Central Committee in 2005 and eventually to the WCC
Assembly in 2000.

Since its beginning, the ecumenical movement has
been dedicated to pursuing the goals of the visible unity
of the church and common witness and service to the
world. Participants in the Antelias meeting reflected on the
relevance of this vision in light of the new global realities
and affirmed that both of these goals for the ecumenical
movement are still relevant. Unity and common witness
and service to the world are not mutually exclusive, but in
fact are mutually enriching.

Catholicosate Participates In
New Julfa Conference at UCLA

A record number of people attended a three-day
conference in November marking the 400" anniversary
of the founding of the Armenian city of New Julfa
in central Iran. The conference, organized by Richard
Hovannisian, holder of the Armenian Educational
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Foundation Chair in Modern Armenian History at UCLA,
was the thirteenth in the UCLA international conference
series titled, “Historic Armenian Cities and Provinces”
and was the first to focus on a region outside the bounds
of the Ottoman Empire and the present Turkish state.
Participating in the conference from the Cilician See were
V. Rev. Fr. Shahan Sarkissian, the Prelate of the Armenian
Diocese of Isfahan/New Julfa, and Archbishop Gorun
Babian, Catholicosal Vicar of the Armenian Diocese of
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. The three-day
conference offered a multidimensional overview of New
Julfa during its four hundred year history.

His Holiness Aram I Congratulates
Bishop Wolfgang Huber

In a letter addressed to Bishop Wolfgang Huber,
Catholicos Aram I expressed his spiritual joy on his election
as president of the Evangelical Church in Germany. His
Holiness said: “As a person firmly committed to the
ecumenical movement, you will undoubtedly strengthen
further the ecumenical engagement of the Evangelical
Church in Germany. We, in the World Council of
Churches are so grateful for the continuing commitment
of the German Evangelical Churches and the active
participation of your representatives in the work of
the Council.” Referring to the long standing ecumenical
relationship existing between the Evangelical Church in
Germany and the Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia,
Catholicos Aram 1 expressed the hope that, “This
relationship will be translated into ecumenical partnership
aimed at strengthening our witness to the Gospel in the
world today.”

Dr. Sam Kobia, WCC General Secretary-Elect
Visits Antelias

Dr. Sam Kobia, the General Secretary-elect of the
Wortld Council of Churches, visited Catholicos Aram I on
November 16. The two leaders of the WCC had a long
discussion on a number of issues. Dr. Kobia was elected
General Secretary in September and assumed his new
responsibility on January 1, 2004. Dr. Kobia attended the



Eucharistic celebration at the Cathedral of St. Gregory the
Illuminator in Antelias. Before the sermon His Holiness
introduced Dr. Kobia to the congregation. He also
introduced Dr. Nayna Koshy, who served the WCC from
1975-1990 as Director of Commission of the Churches
on International Affairs. His Holiness reminded the
congregants of the important role Dr. Koshy played in
the recognition of the Armenian Genocide and Human
Rights.

Holy See of Cilicia Hosts Meeting of
Oriental Orthodox Churches

The sixth meeting of the Oriental Orthodox
Churches in the Middle East took place in Antelias in
October with the participation of His Holiness Pope
Shenouda III (Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the
See of St. Mark), His Holiness Patriarch Ignatius Zakka
I (Patriarch of Antioch and all the East) and Catholicos
Aram I (Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia).

Important discussed included: Bilateral
Dialogues, Collaboration,
Oriental Orthodox sub-committees; Christian-Muslim
Relations and Pursuit of Peace and Justice.

issues

Theological Ecumenical

Catholicos Aram Congratulates
Pope John Paul on 25" Anniversary of Pontificate
Catholicos Aram 1 congratulated Pope John Paul II
on the occasion of the 25" anniversary of his Pontificate.
In his congratulatory letter, Catholicos Aram expressed
his profound spiritual joy and brotherly love on this
occasion and said, “Your pontifical ministry was marked
by many significant events, major processes and great
achievements in different spheres of human life. All these
initiatives have opened a new page in the contemporary
history of the Roman Catholic Church. In this context,
I deeply appreciate your ecumenical commitment, which
was manifested through theological dialogues and several
ecumenical events.... We give thanks to our common Lord
Jesus Christ for all you have done for the visible unity of
the church, and for His glory in this world. As thousands
of people are gathered in Vatican City to celebrate the
25" anniversary of your pontificate, from the Armenian
Catholicosate of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon, together
with our faithful living in different parts of the world, 1
join you in prayer and thanksgiving.”

Catholicosate Hosts WCC Officers’ Meeting
Following the International Consultation on Re-
configuration of the ecumenical movement for the
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21" century, which took place in Antelias, Lebanon,
the officers of the World Council of Churches had
their regular meeting on Thursday, Friday and Saturday,
November 21-23, 2003. The meeting included His
Holiness Aram I, Moderator; Dr. Marion Best, Vice
Moderator; Justice Sofia Adenyera, Vice Moderator; Dr.
Konrad Raiser, General Secretary; and Dr. Sam Kobia,
General Secretary-elect. The agenda included the General
Secretary’s report, program report, finance report,
assembly preparations, public issues, consultation on re-
configuration, special commission, staffing, nominations
and executive committee agenda. This was the last
meeting of General Secretary Dr. Raiser. His Holiness
Aram [ highly praised the devoted services of Dr. Raiser
to the ecumenical movement in general and to the WCC
in particular. Dr. Raiser said that although he retires as
General Secretary, he will continue to be on board with all
those who are committed to ecumenical struggle. X

NAREK CONFERENCE
continued from page 20

“Gregory of Narek and the Song of Songs”; Professor
Sergio La Porta, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, who spoke
of the “Vision in the Natek,” and Professor James R. Rus-
sell who concluded the conference with his observations
on “The Memory Palace of St. Gregory of Narek.”

Professor Russell brought the conference to a formal
close with thanks to Harvard University and especially to
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan and the Eastern Prelacy,
the major financial supporter of the conference. The
Prelacy was able to underwrite the conference through
the generous sponsorship of the following individuals:
An Anonymous Friend, Dr. & Mrs. Aram Semerdjian,
Mr. John Baronian, Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Kouyoumdjian,
Mr. & Mrs. Onnic Marashian, Honorable Judge & Mrs.
Sarkis Teshoian, and Dr. and Mrs. John Manuelian.

Each presentation was followed by questions from
the audience, which quite often resulted in a lively discus-
sion. As more than one of the participants pointed out,
this is truly the measure of a good conference. The con-
ference papers will be published in the near future.

St. Gregory’s Book of Lamentations holds a special
place in not only the Armenian Church, but the Universal
Church as well. Gregory of Narek was a devoted son of
the Armenian Church. He believed that the Armenian
Church had a special mission and hoped that his book
would help deliver that message. Prayer for him was pow-
erful medicine for the body and soul. He believed in the
necessity of communal worship. His prayers are used to
this day in services and feast-day celebrations in the Ar-
menian Church. S
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A Review of Prelacy

R O A DS

and Parish Activities

[For more information and photographs on most of the items listed please visit the Prelacy’s web site, www.armenianprelacy.org].

Sts. Vartanantz Church, Providence
Commemorates Narek Anniversary

The Board of Trustees and the Christian Educa-
tion Committee of Sts. Vartanantz Church, Providence,
Rhode Island sponsored a program and lecture dedicated
to the millennium celebration of the prayer book, The
Narek, and the Year of the Bible, in November.

The procession of Mourad Armenian School and
Sunday School students, led by Nareg Mkrtschjan carry-
ing The Narek and Alyssa Rueb carrying the Bible, entered
the church to the hymn, Oorakh Ler. Rev. Fr. Gomidas
Baghsarian, pastor of the church, welcomed the audience
and expressed his pleasure in presenting the children of
the parish reciting in Armenian and English the sacred
words from The Narek and the Holy Bible.

Christine Engustian, Esq., introduced the lecturer,
Dr. Tom Samuelian, who has been living in Armenia since
1998 and is a practicing law and managing attorney of the
legal and business consulting firm of Arlex International
Ltd. Besides earning a JD from Harvard Law, he holds a
PhD in Linguistics from the University of Pennsylvania.
His proficiency in languages and his abiding faith com-
bined to afford him the ability to translate St. Gregory of
Narek’s Book of Lamentations from the Classical Armenian
to English.

Dr. Samuelian began his presentation by stating how
happy he was to participate in the Liturgy in the very
church were he was baptized. He spoke of both sets of
grandparents and his Rhode Island roots. After a brief
biography of St. Gregory of Narek, Dr. Samuelian gave
an overview of that period of Armenian history. A thou-
sand years ago, before the Turkic and Mongol invasions,
Armenia was experiencing a renaissance in literature, the
arts, architecture, and theology. He likened it to the pres-
ent time when Armenia is once again independent and
experiencing a rebirth. In a very positive manner he spoke
of the possibilities that could be realized with a little ef-
fort on the part of all Armenians.

Dr. Samuelian noted that he has received many let-
ters from Episcopal, Catholic, and other church leaders
who ask why Armenians have kept this treasure—St.
Gregory’s Narek—a secret for the past 1,000 years. He
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encouraged the audience to read the truth that is evident
in the words of St. Gregory’s prayers.
Mrs. Anahid Kibarian

Karabagh President Visits Prelacy

Arkady Ghoukasian, President of the Mountainous
Republic of Karabagh (NKR) paid a visit to the Eastern
Prelacy on October 24, at the beginning of a 12-day visit
to the United States. President Ghoukasian’s visit was pri-
marily to meet with leading members of the Armenian
American community and to help raise funds for critical
projects in NKR. He was invited by Armenia Fund USA

From left to right: Bedros Givelekian, treasurer of the Prelacy’s Excecutive Coun-
cily Dr. Movses Abelian, UN Secretary of Administrative and Budgetary Com-
mittee; Dr. Arman Kiragossian, Armenia’s Ambassador to the U.S.; Arkady
Ghougasian, President of the Mountainous Republic of Karabagh; Archbishop
Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate; Armen Martirossian, Armenia’s representative to the
UN; V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar of the Prelacy; Richard Sara-
Jian, Esq., chairman of the Prelacy’s Excecutive Council; and Neiri Melkounian,
Director of the All Armenian Fund.

and he attended a tribute for major donors to the Arme-
nia Fund.

The Prelate, His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan,
welcomed the President noting that throughout the years
whenever a visitor would arrive from the Homeland we
would eagetly seek news. “It was a longing for our land—
our free land. And, if ever there is one place that exempli-
fies our struggle for freedom and victory it is Artsakh. In



this humble setting you are surrounded by people whose
hearts and souls are filled with deep love and commit-
ment towards Artsakh.”

The President thanked the Prelate for the welcoming
hospitality of the Prelacy. “Thank you for your dedica-
tion and support of many years. I look around this room
and see the faces of many people who have stood by us
during our most difficult years. Today we are a victorious
people, but Artsakh and Armenia both need your con-
tinued help. We have progressed tremendously, but there
is still much to be accomplished. We have to establish an
honorable life for our people.”

Sourp Khatch Church Celebrates Anniversary;
Otrdination of Altar Servers Take Place

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan officiates at the ordination of Deacon Rostom
Sarkissian at Sonrp Khatch Church in Bethesda, Maryland, on November 15.

Archbishop Oshagan and Archpriest Father Khoren Habeshian with the newly
ordained altar servers, Deacon Rostom Sarkissian (second from left); Sub-deacon
Sarkis Dondaklian, (second from right) and two acolytes, Christopher Arabian
and Bedig Jelladian
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Ministers of Agriculture and Health
Visit the Prelacy

Tavit 1okian, Armenia’s Minister of Agriculture, and Norayr Tavtian, Ar-
menia’s Minister of Health, paid a visit to the Prelacy in September to visit with
Avrchbishop Oshagan. An exchange of ideas and concerns took place.

All Saints Church in Illinois
Celebrates 60™ Anniversary

The 60™ anniversary of the All Saints Church in
Glenview, Illinois, was celebrated on November 8 and 9.
Archbishop Oshagan attended the festivities organized
by the parish utilizing the opportunity to become better
acquainted with the faithful in the Chicago area.

All Saints Church was formally founded in 1943.
For the past sixty years the church has continued its
primary mission of preaching the Gospel and providing
religious education and developing cultural awareness.
The church’s first building located on the Northwest side
of the city of Chicago, was consecrated on December
26, 1943. As the community’s needs changed, a parcel
of land was purchased in 1967 in Glenview. In the fall
of 1979, after a traditional groundbreaking ceremony,
the long-awaited construction began. The new building
which was a dual-purpose facility was completed in the
fall of 1980. In 1985 the adjacent property was purchased
and the excavation for the church began two years later.
The church was consecrated on June 3, 1990. In October
2000, through the community’s dedicated effort the final
mortgage payment was made and a mortgage burning
ceremony took place coinciding with the parish’s 57" an-
niversary.

Near East Foundation Seeks Support

The Near East Foundation (successor to Near East
Relief) recently embarked on a fundraising campaign in
order to help the organization continue its mission. The
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Foundation’s recent exhibit at the Museum of the City
of New York attracted many visitors during October and
December. The exhibition included never-before-dis-
played photographs and artifacts from the archives of the
NEF, including many items related to the organization’
life-saving humanitarian efforts to save survivors of the
Armenian Genocide.

Dr. Ryan A. LaHurd, President of NEF notes,
“Our programs do not provide only food, clothing and
shelter—as important as those things are—but they also
provide a means
INEAR EAST/INEW YORK et
DETORIE 4/ - WICIMBTE confidence and a
sense of power
over one’s own life.
The people with
whom NEF works
are not looking for
a handout but a leg
up. Your generous
support can offer
that boost.”

The NEF is
located at 420
Lexington Avenue,
Suite 2516, New
York, NY 10170,
212-867-00064.
Visit the web page,
wWww.neareast.org
for more informa-

THE MEAK EAYT FOUPSTIA TR
- AMNDYANRRCAN FHILASTHROM

A 1922 cover of The New Near East, zbe
magazine of Near East Relief. Between 1915
and 1925, NER shipped thousands of tons of
donated food, clothing, farm equipment, and
medijcal supplies to orphanages and refiugee camps tion.

in the Middle East and Greece.

Sts. Vartanantz Church, Providence

Takes Action for Better Communications

Sts. Vartanantz Church in Providence, Rhode Island,
is continuing efforts at establishing better communica-
tions between the pastor, board, and church organiza-
tions and committees. A second of a series of meetings
with the pastor, board and representatives of church
organizations recently took place to establish better chan-
nels of communication and to discuss the overall needs
of the church and community.

Topics discussed included Wish Lists, Fellowship
Hour, Public Relations, Dates of Meetings, Use of Kitch-
en, the Church’s Web Site, and the Annual Membership
meeting;
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ANEC Midwest Educators’ Seminar Focuses on
Non-Armenian Speaker

Braving the elements, school officials from Racine
and Detroit joined their colleagues in Chicago for the
Armenian National Education Committee’s (ANEC)
Midwest Educators’ Seminar on December 13™.

Nayiri Balanian, ANEC chairperson and Gilda B. Ku-
pelian, ANEC Executive Director, discussed innovated
ways to teach Armenian language and history to the first
grader, and communicated language instruction content
and methodology targeting the non-Armenian speaking
kindergarten, elementary and adult students.

Principals, teachers, school board and ARS members
from the Racine Marzbed and Detroit Zavarian Schools
gathered at the Taniel Varoujan host school for a daylong
seminar on teaching Armenian to the non-Armenian
speaking student.

Some of the participants at ANEC's Midwest Seminar in Chicago.

Following the opening prayer delivered by Rev. Fr.
Zareh Sahakian, pastor of All Saints Armenian Church
in Glenview, Illinois, Mrs. Lara Kalayjian, Taniel Varoujan
School Principal, warmly welcomed the attendees.

ANEC provided an annotated bibliography of new
educational material, handouts on core curriculum in-
struction, gifts, and an array of new publications and
technological resources. In addition to learning inventive
approaches, the exchange of educational experiences
among the participants provided valuable insight into the
practices of their respective communities.

At the conclusion of the seminar Ms. Kalayjian noted
that, “The seminar was very informative and teachers had
meaningful discussions regarding their students’ abilities
and interests. The teachers discussed different teaching
techniques and successful classroom experiences. We are
sure that the teachers who attended the ANEC seminar
left with more innovative and useful methods of class-
room instruction.”



Datev Summer Institute Continues
To Receive Rave Reviews

The St. Gregory of Datev Institute, which last year
completed its 17" year, continues to receive accolades
from the participants. The fundamental goals of the pro-
gram are: To instill and nurture the Armenian Christian
faith and identity in our youth; To discuss youth-related
issues with Armenian clergy and teachers; To encourage
Armenian youth to become more involved in the life of
the Church; To provide a forum for our youth to expand
their knowledge of Armenian culture through language,
poetry, music, song and dance.

A program of the Armenian Religious Education
Council (AREC), the Datev Institute is rooted in the Ar-
menian Christian faith and culture and offers a seven day
summer educational program for youth ages 13 and older,
on five levels of study. The daily program includes wor-
ship, Bible study, group discussions, lectures, Armenian
language, and recreational activities.

Many of the Datevatzis have written about their per-
sonal feelings about the Institute. We recently received
the following letter. For more information and thoughts
about the Datev program visit the Prelacy web site,
www.armenianprelacy.org,

As I reflect on my three years at the Datev Institute, I try to
examine what 1 have gained from this valuable experience. While
I have secured many tangible things, such as lifelong friendships, 1
have also benefited from a wealth of knowledge and a newfound
appreciation for my religion. My experience at Datev has taught me
to be a better Christian, to take pride in my Christian faith, and to
connect more closely with God.

Since I began my studies at the Datev Institute, I have noticed
a change within myself. 1 find that I make a stronger effort to attend
church every Sunday. A few years ago, 1 would have been overjoyed
on a Sunday morning to wake up to my mother’s words: “We're not
going to church today.” However, today this joy for taking a day off
is gone. Instead, 1 sense a feeling inside that does not want to miss
one week of church. 1 find that in these few short years, I have truly
grown and matured as a Christian.

The Datev Institute has given me so much knowledge and faith.
I hope to complete my studies at that tranquil retreat next year as
I graduate from the program. While 1 have learned so much in a
very short time, there is still much knowledge left to be gained. This

year I was able to share such a rewarding experience with two other

members of our church community. I hope that in years to come,
more will be given the opportunity to experience the same internal
transformation as I have.

Thank you to the Merrimack Valley ARS for the Datey
scholarship!

Krista Guzelian
St. Gregory Church, North Andover, M.A
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Bedros Givelekian Honored;
Receives “Eagle of the Prelacy”

Bedros Givelekian was honored at a testimonial
dinner on Sunday, November 1, at St. Sarkis Church in
Douglaston, New York, for his 25 years of service to that

patish, twenty years of which he served as chairman of
the Board during some of the most difficult periods in
the parish’s history following the fire that destroyed the
church that was located in Bayside.

Archbishop Oshagan presents the “Eagle of the Prelacy” medal to Bedros
Givelekian, as Mrs. Givelekian expresses ber support.

During the festivities, an encyclical from His Holi-
ness Aram I was read and presented to the honoree and
the Prelate, Archbishop Oshagan, presented him with the
highest award given by the Prelacy, “The Eagle of the

Joining the honoree, from left to right, Archpriest Fr. Monshegh Der Kaloustian,
V. Rev. Fr. Anonshavan Tanielian, Archbishop Oshagan, Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, Bedros Givelekian, and 1. Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian.
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Prelacy.”

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, in one of his last pub-
lic appearances before his sudden death, described Mr.
Givelekian as a “man for all seasons,” and praised his
leadership and dedication to the church and community.

Mr. Givelekian is currently a member of the Prelacy’s
Executive Council.

St. Stephen’s Elementary School Students Utilize
Updated Computer Lab

For Alex Vosghanian, using the Internet to further
his business—a model airplane store—is a must. He has
made a 30-second radio ad downloading software from
the Internet, put together a television ad, created a logo
and checked out the competition as well as bought spare
parts he needs. Sounds impressive. Especially since Alex
is ten years old and his business is a virtual one, created
for his computer class at St. Stephen’s Armenian Elemen-
tary School in Watertown, MA.

A synergistic program between the main curriculum
of the fifth grade, led by teacher Mrs. Skoog and the
newly-enhanced computer lab, led by computer specialist
Joanne Najarian, the virtual business teaches the students
several subjects, from math to social studies.

Ms. Najarian, who is also the school’s technology
coordinator, is thrilled with the upgraded computer lab,
which has 13 computers, 11 of them brand-new Dells,
and a notebook computer. The Armenian Youth Founda-
tion, Inc., had donated the initial funds to set up the com-
puter lab with six computers seven years ago.
The new computers were bought with money
donated by the Parent Teacher Organization.

Alin K. Gregorian

Siamanto Academy Students
Bring Holiday Cheer to Residents of the
New York Armenian Home

“You have no idea how much joy you
bring to our Armenian seniors, some who do
not have families or grandchildren. When I
came to work on Monday, the residents were
still talking about your visit” said Ms Aggie
Ellian, Executive Director of the New York
Armenian Home following a holiday visit by
the Siamanto Academy students. Ms Ellian ap-
preciated the students’ magnanimity for “visit-
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ing the residents, entertaining them and bringing good
wishes and goodies.”

Accompanied by ANEC’s Siamanto Academy Princi-
pal, Dn. Krikor Lakissian and ANEC Executive Director,
Gilda B. Kupelian, and a few parents, Siamanto Academy
students went to the Home laden with gifts and good
cheer. Dn Lakissian and Ms Kupelian told the residents
about the goal of the Academy as well as the students’
desire to be there to entertain them.

They sang, danced, played musical instruments and
listened to one of the residents, Mrs. Yeranouhi, recite
and deliver a prayer in Armenian.

Tamar Samuelian played an evocative Groong on the
flute, bringing tears to the eyes of some of the residents
and Berj Tenguerian played Christmas and classical tunes
on his guitar. Tamar Samuelian and Rita Khorozian sang
a duet accompanied by a member of the Home staff on
the piano.

The students were happy to lead the seniors on the
dance floor and later serve them homemade delicacies.

Academy student Rose Kiledjian, felt it was a day of
great significance for her and the students, because of the
joy they brought to the hearts of the eldetly.

The visit was indeed an opportunity to raise the
consciousness of the younger generation towards family,
the elderly and our traditional values of respect and honor
and continuing the Armenian heritage as was done by the
elderly they visited. LS

Shogher Baronian serves desserts and juice to the beantifully groomed seniors.



Honor Roll of Donors
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We pay tribute to our generous contributors for donations received from January 1, 2003 to December
31, 2003. Your dedication to the Armenian Church makes all the difference. Thank you for leading
the way. Every effort was made to make this list as accurate as possible. Any errors or omissions

should be brought to our attention.

$50,000 TO $100,000

Anonymous, Tina Carolan

$10,000 TO $49,999

Anonymous, Eranica & Hagop Kouyoumdjian, Lillian & Varkis Markarian, Dr.
& Mrs. Joseph Melikian, Nirva & Varoujan Nerguizian, Mr. & Mrs. George
Pagoumian, St. Sarkis Armenian Apost. Church, Naomi & Zohrab Tazian

$5,000 TO $9,999

Anonymous (3), Charitable Gift Fund, Hilde & Shant Hovnanian, Dr. Raffi
Leblebijian, Lynn & Vark Markarian, Varsenne & Antranig Sarkissian, Sylvia
& Robert Setrakian, St. Asdvadzadzin Armenian Apostolic Church, MA, St.
Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Apostolic Church, PA, St. Illuminator’s
Armenian Apostolic Cathedral, NY, St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church, MI,
St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church, MA

$2,000 TO $4,999

Armenian Apostolic Church of Greater Atlanta, Mr. & Mrs. Vartan Baghdasarian,
Drs. Cartlo & Aurora Bayrakdarian, Marion & Antranik Boudakian & Family,
Rev. Fr. & Yn. Arshag Daghlian, Jane & Aram Garabedian, Brigitte & Garbis
Garboushian, Lilian & Arthur Hairabedian, Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic
Church, Hasmig & Vahakn Hovnanian, Edward Jamie, Karen Jehanian, Sosie
Kachikian, Anahid & Vasken Kassabian, Boyana & Arto Kirikian, Dr. Dertad
& Mrs. Seta Manguikian, Rose & John Manoogian, Anie & Noubar Megerian,
Ara Melkonian, Dr. & Mrs. Andranik Ovassapian, Annie & Andrea Pampanini,
Iris Papazian, Margaret Papazian, Patriot News, Anna & Tro Piliguian, Lucia
& Ralph Rafaelian, Talar & Alex Sarafian, Nora & Richard Sarajian, Mona
& Matthew Schuster, Dr. Aram & Mrs. Seta Semerdjian, Emma & Kaloust
Sogoian, St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church of Merrimack Valley, Sts.
Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church, RI, Takouhie & Arshag Tarpinian,
Helen & K. Yervant Terzian, Honorable Judge & Mrs. Sarkis Teshoian

$1,000 TO $1,999

Bobbye & Sarkis Acopian, Dr. & Mrs. Vahagn Agbabian, Rev. Fr. & Yn. Sarkis
Aktavoukian & Family, All Saints’ Armenian Apostolic Church, 1L, Seda
Andrikian, Anonymous, Drs. Seta & Diran Apelian, Martha Aramian, Cecile
& Ara Arslanian, Lucine & Shavarsh Azizian, Dr. & Mrs. Sahag Baghdassarian,
John Baronian, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Bedrosian, Edna & Karnig Bedrosian, Oppie
& Peter Bedrosian, Angie & George Benian, Margaret & Hrair Boyadjian,
Chalian & Saghbazarian Families, Linda & Rene Chirinian, Elsie & Nerses
Chitjian, Dr. & Mrs. Gregory Ciottone, Aida & Hagop Dakessian, Leon &
Tamar Der Ohannessian & Family, Dr. George & Mrs. Tamara Dermksian, Dr.
& Mrs. Ara Dumanian, Steve Dumanian, Ojen Fantazian, St. Sarkis” Church
(MI) Fellowship Club, Rose, Elyse & Marie Louise Garabedian, Sonia & Bedros
Givelekian, Lucy & Astor Guzelian, Dr. & Mrs. Varant Hagopian, Edele
Hovnanian, Elizabeth & Jirair Hovnanian, Howard Karagheusian Corp., Mr.
& Mrs. Robert Kaloosdian, Janeva & David Karapetian, Anna Kayaloff, Shirlee
& Edward Kerbeykian, Jean & Puzant Khatchadourian, Drs. Louisa & Arthur
Kubikian, Noubar Mahdessian, Gacia & Toros Mangassatian, Rose & Everett
Marabian, Christine & Jack Mardoian, Naomi & Ohannes Megerian, Mr. & Mrs.
Dikran Meguerdichian, Dr. Rouben & Mrs. Gemma Melik Vartanian, George
Mesrobian, Beatrice & Avedis Movsesian, Ann & Nancy Nahigian, Anig &
Martin Nalbandian, Mr. & Mrs. Ara Nalbandian, Dr. & Mrs. Michel Nalbantian,
Mary & Sarkis Ohanessian, Mary & Mark Olson, Papazian Family, Prelacy
Ladies’ Guild, Lt. Col. & Mrs. George & Barbara Rustigian, Alice Sachaklian,
George Sahagian, Seda & Henry Sahakian, Suzanne Simonian, Soorp Khatch
Armenian Apostolic Church, Rev. Fr. and Yn. Aram Stepanian, Sts. Vartanantz
Armenian Apostolic Church, NJ, Very Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Anahid

& Bedros Tashjian, Lulu & Norik Tatevossian, Gine & Dikran Tenguerian,
The Prudential Foundation Matching Gift Program, Mr. & Mrs. Mike Tikoyan,
Zohrab Tikoyan, United Nations Women’s Guild, Joyce Yeremian, Roubina &
Noubar Yeremian, Dr. & Mrs. Raffi Zohrabian

$500 TO $999

Susan & Set Aidie, Elizabeth & Vahe Amirian, Carol & Mardiros Anastasian,
Sue Aramian, Carolyn & Don Arslanian, Mr. & Mrs. Higus Asadorian,
Gourgen Assaturian, Yeran & Valot Atakhanian, Mr. & Mrs. Alexander
Avanessians, Jennie Azhderian, Agnis Babaian, Mr. & Mrs. Khoren Bandazian,
Stella & Bedros Bandazian, Takouhy & Norayr Bedrossian, Angel & George
Bezdikian, Gregory Boudakian, Ruth & Kevork Bournazian, Dr. & Mrs.
Kevork Boyadjian, Madlen & Ohannes Bozoyan, Dr. Ara & Mrs. Arevig
Caprielian, Dr. Aram Cazazian, Hilda Cherekjian, Onnig Dombalagian, Anna
& Elizabeth Elasarian, Adelina & Galoust Galo, Varoujan Garabedian, Dr.
Vazken & Mrs. Houri Ghougassian, Steve Gopoyan, Bruce Greenwald, Marie
Habernickel, Rev. Fr. and Yn. Khoren Habeshian, Dr. & Mrs. Jack Hajjarian,
Mary Hamparian, Janet & Michael Haroian, Dr. & Mrs. Zarech Hovanessian,
Kathryn, Genna & Benjamin” Howatd, Lucy Ishkanian, Fimi & Hagop
Ishkhanian, Ardemis & John Jerikian, Sirvart Kaloustian, Elizabeth & Varujan
Kalustian, Aline & Levon Kassabian, Asdghig Kazanjian, Vahram Kazanjian,
Susan & Diran Keoleian, Megerdich Khederlarian, Keganus Kinosian, Sona
Kludjian, Tammy & Zaven Lambajian, Cynthia & William Lehrer, Ms. Rose
Lesko, Ossanna & Zack Manauelian, William Manookian, Dr. & Mrs. John
Manuelian, Sosy & Asbed Marashian, Varkine & Onnic Marashian, Darlene &
Zohrab Marashlian, Janet & Krikor Marcarian, Seta & William Mason, Evelyn
& Vartkes Mavissakalian, Dr. & Mrs. Hagop Mekhjian, Pearl Mooradian,
Anahid & Mourad Nersesian, Mr. & Mrs. Vahe Oharonian, Raffi Ovian,
Richard Ovian, Dr. Michael Papazian, Dr. & Mrs. George & Rita Petrossian,
Lucille Sahagian, Ludmila & Daniel Sahakian, Monique & Garabed Sarkessian,
Sossy & Vasken Setrakian, Mariam & Leon Shahnasarian, Kayaneh Shirozian,
Richard Simonian, Robert Simonian, Rita & Simon Simonian & Family, George
Siravakian, Arm. Renaissance Assn. Sophia Chapter, St. Gregory Armenian
Apostolic Church, FL, St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church, IL, St. Sarkis
Church (MI) Ladies’ Guild, St. Stephen’s Church (MA) Armenian Elementary
School, St. Stephen’s Church (MA) Ladies Guild, Roxie Sudjian, Lida & Rouben
Surenian, Ovsanna Tatarian, Leon Tatevossian & Dr. Silvie Merian, Kegham
Tazian, Dr. & Mrs. Vasken Tenekjian, Lawrence Terzian, Araxy Toomajanian,
Garo Toomajanian, Susan Vartanian Barba, Dr. & Mrs. Asbed Vassilian, Irene
& Peter Vosbikian, Prof. Hratch Zadoian, Hasmig & Krikor Zadourian, Mr. &
Mrs. Harutiun Zilelian

$300 TO $499

Mr. & Mrs. Razmik Abnous, Sonia & John Addario, Roslyn Aganoor, Vartan
Aghababian, Conni Alexandrian McDonnell, Maria Andriasova, Thomas
Ardan, Armenian American Citizens’ League, Armenian Educ. Union of
Arabkir & Sees, Armenian Masonic Degree Team, ARS Zabel Chapter, Mary
& Edward Arslanian, Pamela & Richard Asadorian, Dr. & Mrs. Armand
Asadourian, Arpine & Nerses Aynilian, Suzanne & Michael Azarian, Robert
Babaian, Dr. Richard Babayan, Beatrice Babgouni, The Rev. Frances Babian
Lazar, Arsho & Avedis Baghsarian, Rev. Fr. & Yn. Gomidas Baghsarian, Seta &
Stepan Bakalian, Seta & Setrak Balmanoukian, Mr. & Mrs. Missak Barsoumian,
Karen Bedrosian Richardson, Anna Bejian, Sevan Birky, Leman & Edward
Boladian, Arpi & Greg Boudakian, Mr. & Mrs. Shahan Chelebi, Violet & John
Dagdigian, Hermine & Aptraham Deirmenjian, Karen & Artin Dermenjian,
Anush & Kegham Dirielian, Sosse & Edward Dombalagian, Johan & Mayda
Domenie, Aghavni Ellian, Ms. Arpi Emirzian, Mary Fermanian, Betty & George
Francis, Zabel & Armen Garabedian, Dr. Anahid Ghazatrian Luka, Narcisse &
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Annual Giving: Pillars of the Prelacy Assures the Church’s Future

We thank the following individuals who have come forth to become Pillars of the Prelacy (as of January 15,
2004). Your generous support propels the Church to ever-greater service for the people. (See page 24 for an article
on the Pillars program.)

Anonymous $2,000 Dr. & Mrs. Dertad Manguikian 1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Vahe Amirian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. John Manoogian 2,000
Rev. Fr. & Yn. Sarkis Aktavoukian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. John Manuelian 1,000
Drs. Diran & Seta Apelian 1,000 Mt. & Mrs. Onnic Marashian 1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Shavarsh Azizian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Mardoian 1,000
Mr. John Baronian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Varkis Markarian 1,000
Drs. Carlo & Aurora Bayrakdarian 2,000 Mr. & Mrs. Noubar Megerian 1,000
Mt. & Mrs. Antranik Boudakian 5,000 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Melikian 1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Boudakian 1,000 Mr. Ara Melkonian 2,000
Mts. Tina Carolan 2,000 Mrt. & Mrs. Martin Nalbandian 1,000
Dr. Aram Cazazian 1,000 Dr. & Mrs. Michel Nalbantian 1,000
Dr. & Mrs. Rene Chirinian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Ohanessian 1,000
Dr. & Mrs. Gregory Ciottone 1,000 Dr. & Mrs. Antranig Ovassapian 1,000
Archpriest Fr. & Yn. Arshag Daghlian 2,000 Mr. & Mrs. Andrea Pampanini 1,000
Mz. Harry Dalian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Papazian 1,000
Dr. & Mrs. George Dermksian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Tro Piliguian 2,000
Dr. & Mrs. Ara Dumanian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Rafaelian 1,000
Mrt. Steve Dumanian 1,000 Col. & Mrs. George Rustigian 1,000
Senator & Mrs. Aram Garabedian 1,000 Mzr. & Mrs. Henry Sahakian 1,000
Mt. & Mrs. Garbis Garboushian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Alex Sarafian 1,000
Mt. & Mrs. Bedros Givelekian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sarajian 1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Astor Guzelian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Sarkissian 1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hagopian 1,000 Dr. & Mrs. Aram Semerdjian 2,500
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Hagopian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. George Semerdjian 1,000
Dr. & Mrs. Varant Hagopian 1,000 Mrt. & Mrs. Robert Setrakian 5,000
Mt. & Mrs. Arthur Hairabedian 3,000 Mr. & Mrs. Kaloust Sogoian 1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Jirair Hovnanian 1,000 Rev. Fr. & Yn. Aram Stepanian 1,000
Mr. Edward Jamie 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Arshag Tarpinian 1,000
Ms. Karen Jehanian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Bedros Tashjian 1,000
Mrs. Sosie Kachikian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Norik Tatevossian 1,000
Mt. & Mrs. Robert Kaloosdian 1,000 Mt. & Mrs. Zohtab Tazian 5,000
Mrs. Sirvart Kaloustian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Dikran Tenguerian 1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Vasken Kassabian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. K. Yervant Terzian 1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kerbeykian 1,000 Hon. Judge & Mrs. Sarkis Teshoian 1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Arto Kirikian 1,000 Mr. John Vartan 1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Kouyoumdjian 1,000 Dr. & Mrs. Rouben Melik Vartanian 1,000
Drs. Arthur & Louisa Kubikian 1,000 Mr. & Mrs. Noubar Yeremian 1,000
Dr. & Mrs. Raffi Leblebidjian 6,000 Dr. & Mrs. Raffi Zohrabian 1,000

Endowments: Gifts that Keep on Giving

Endowment Funds ensure that the Church will have the regular and permanent income that is necessary to provide
excellent programs and services. Endowment Funds are established for a variety of reasons. Many want to make a
lasting impact on something that is dear to their heart. Others want to honor or memorialize someone special. Some
people establish an endowment fund as a way of giving thanks. Whatever the reason, an endowed gift supports the
future and is a gift that keeps on giving. If you would like to speak to someone about establishing an endowment fund
contact the Executive Director at the Prelacy, 212-689-7810.
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Berc Gokberk, Alan Goshgarian, Madeleine & Garabed Grehian, Dr. & Mrs.
Haikaz Grigorian, Lalique Grigorian, Linda & Alex Grinewicz, Mary Ida &
Luther Gueyikian, Nayri & Shant Gueyikian, Sima & Arthur Guth & Family,
Gael Habernickel, Pierre & Annita Hacopian, Sylva & Farid Haddad, Alice
& Vanig Hagopian, Tamar & Arshag Hajian, Louise & Shant Harootunian,
Arpi Haroutunian, Hovansian Family, Claire Hovsepian, Mr. & Mrs. William
Ishkanian, Myda & Richard Jaffarian, Varteni & Samig Jarian, Lucille & Bearg
Jehanian, Sossy & Armen Jeknavorian, Arlene & Hrant Jilozian, Joshen Paper
& Packaging of NJ, Liza & Dickran Kabarajian, Heros Kajberouni, Takouhie
Kakligian, Anna Kasparian, Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Kasparian, Valentine & Hagop
Kasparian, Seervart & Haig Kerbeykian, Dr. & Mrs. Murad Kerneklian, Mr. &
Mss. Krikor Kevorkian, Anahid & Hagop Khatchadoutian & Family, Marie &
Sarkis Kojian, Grant Korkoyan, Varteny & Neshan Koulian, Rosette & John
Kourkounian, Marguerite & Kaiser Krekorian, Sandra & Bedros Magar, Robert
Mammola, Hermine & Hovagim Manoogian, Jessica & Anna Manookian, Dr. &
Mrs. Hratch Manoukian, Rose Manteghian, Carmen & Ara Marangosian, Mary
& Harold Mardoian, Theodora & James Markarian, Anita & Michael Masoian,
Lucille & Aspet Merijanian, Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Mesrobian, Silva & Stepan
Minakyan, Arax & Heros Minassian, Mary Minassian, Vergine & Edward
Misserlian, Michele & Peter Mnatzakanian, Alice Movsesian, Ann Marie &
Movses Movsesian, Nora Najarian, Nyieri Nazarian, Maroush & Kenneth
Nigon, Zabel & Ervant Nishanian, Dr. Arsine Oshagan, Victoria Ouligian,
Sonya & Kevork Ourfalian, Takouhi & Leon Palian, Armine & Jack Papazian,
Dorothy & Mary Papazian, Salpee & Ara Sahagian, Helen Sahakian, Susan &
Jean Sarkesian, Mr. & Mrs. Bedros Sarkissian, Mary & Haig Sarkissian, Dr. John
& Mrs. Debra Saryan, Dr. & Mrs. Levon Satyan & Family, Catherine & Arsen
Sayan, Dr. & Mrs. Mayis Seapan, Annie & Raffi Setrakian, Knarig Shehirian,
St. Gregory Church (IL) Sunday School, St. Gregory Church (PA) Ladies’
Guild, St. Gregory’s (PA) Community Center, St. Gregory’s (PA) Men’s Club,
St. Sarkis” (MI) Sunday School, St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church, CT,
St. Stephen’s (MA) Sunday School, James Surabian, Mr. & Mrs. Garo Tacorian,
Dr. & Mrs. Sarkis Telfeyan, Mr. & Mrs. Philip Terpandjian, Alice Topalian, Irma
& Atanaghine Topsacalian, Anahid Ugurlayan, Prof. & Mrs. Paul Vahanian, Mr.
& Mrs. Noubar Vanlian, Azadouhi & Joseph Vartanian, Esther Vosgerchian,
Marguerite Walsh, Mary Wartanian, Eileen & Ara Zadourian, Silva Zadourian

$200 TO $299

A - Z Gitls, Maral & Vatche Abkarian, Janet & Ardzrouni Abrahamian, Annette
& Lauren Akqulian, Alice & Karl Alajajian, Garo Anastasian, Anonymous,
Araxy & Vartan Andonian, Seran Antreassian, Rose Aprahamian, Mr. & Mrs.
George Arakelian, Armenian Relief Society, Artemis & Sarkis Arslanian,
Karekin Arzoomanian, Esq., Razmig Aslanian, Anne & Harry Atanossian,
Anahid & George Avakian, Antranig Avakian, Diane & Ara Aykanian, Eva &
Vahik Babaian, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Babaian, Annie & Ghazar Baghdassarian,
Lydia & Norair Bahlavouni, Anny Bakalian, Zivart & Nishan Balikjian, Raffi
Bandazian, Mr. & Mrs. Vahan Barmakian, Coharig & Edward Barsamian, Mary
& Dikran Barsamian, Salpi Bechakjian-Tuestad, Liliana & George Bedrosian,
Rose & Vicki Bengoian, Valentine & Leon Berbetian, Chake & Michael Boloian,
Dr. Stephen Boswell, Rose Bouley, Lillian & Armen Boyagian, Houry & Avedis
Boyamian, Zaghig & Alan Callian, Lusi Caparyan, Rose Caprielian, Helen & Ara
Chakarian, Shant Chalian, Aroussiag & Kaloust Christianian, Dr. & Mrs. Bedros
Daghlian, Margaret & Sahag Dardarian, Paul Demoorjian, Walter Demoorjian,
Sharon & Suren Der Avedisian, Cora & George Der Koorkanian, Mr. & Mrs.
Diran Der Kosrofian, Lindsay Der Mugrditchian, Thelma & Jack Deravedisian,
Sona & Manouk Derovakimian, Rose & Philip Derpilbosian, Deborah
Devedjian, Dench Dominik, Albert Donigian, Dr. & Mrs. Heratch Doumanian,
Roman Epsicon, Zabel Etmekjian, Gilberta Fass, Jeanine & Fred Frohne, Lillian
Gabrelian, Dr. & Mrs. Melcon Garabedian, Arpine Garbooshian, Elizabeth &
Nerses Gedigian, Susan Good, Lovenia Gopoian, Dr. & Mrs. Edmond Gorek,
Eric Greifenberger, Aline Griffin, Arax Gulbenkian, Garo Gumusyan, Audrey
& Vartkes Guzelian, Serge Hadjolian, Anahid & Andrew Hagopian, Karen &
Michael Hagopian, Lynne & Jeffrey Hagopian, Helen Hajinian, Maral & Robert
Hajjar, Loretta Hamasdegh, Marta & Hagop Hananian, Vartouhy & Ichkhan
Haroutiounian, Mr. & Mrs. Berj Haroutunian, Maral & Antranig Harutunian
& Family, Talar & Hachadour Hashasian, Barbara & Frank Hekimian, Podvey,
Sachs, Meanor, Catenacci, Hildner & Cocoziello, P.C., Joanne Hoard, Holy
Cross Armenian Apostolic Church of C. Florida, Holy Trinity Armenian
Apostolic Church Ladies Guild, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hoosian, Alis & Agop
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Ispentchian, Armenoohe & Karapet Israclian, Rafi Jalkian, Jamgotchian Family,
Maria & Raffi Jarian, Anita & Noubar Jessoutian, Lucy & Harry Kabalian, Mr.
& Mrs. Stepan Kanarian, Zovig & Richard Kanarian, Elizabeth & Vartkes
Kaprielian, Alice & John Karnikyan, Gary Kasakian, Ani & David Kasparian,
John Kazanjian, Sima & John Kchikian, Dr. & Mrs. Grigor Khachikian, Zaven
Khatchadourian, O. Cecile Khatchanian, Hermine Kholamian, Nancy & Garo
Kholamian, Alice & Hagop Khrimian, Arpena Kostegian, Arpi Koulajian,
Katherine & Rafi Krikorian, Maral & Richard Krikorian, John LaColla, Rose
Lahiff, Anna & Michael Loshigian, John Mahdessian, Rose & Richard Maloian,
Very Rev. Fr. Yeghishe Manjikian, Shavarsh Manoogian, Martha & Peter
Mantaian, Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Manuelian, Sonia Mardinian, Ani & Sebouh
Mardirossian, Arousiag Markarian, Noreen & Vaughn Masropian, Varsenne &
Berj Massoyan, Harry & Mary Matossian, Assich Melikian, Cedric Melkonian,
Krikor Melkonian, Hermine Menakian, Dr. & Mrs. Bohos Mesrob, Marisa &
Satig Mesropian, Emerald Midinian, Arthur Minnetyan, Arlene & Boghos
Minoyan, Karen & Archie Misakian, Dr. & Mrs. Mark Mkrdichian, Andrea
& Greg Murad, Asdghig Nassar, Artemis & Nazar Nazarian, Near East
Foundation, Mayda Nercessian, Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Nersesian, Mr. & Mrs.
Cordell Norian, Janice & Edward Norian, Mariam & Melkon Norigian, Dr.
& Mrs. Jeffrey Noroyan, Viken Oundjian, Servart & George Ovigian, Anna
Papazian, George Petrossian, Lynda Petrossian, Berjouhi & Krikor Pidedjian,
Anahid & Poozant Piranian, Anne Marie & Armen Proudian, Nina & John
Sahagian, Thomas Sahagian, Arax & Richard Sarajian, Mary & Aram Sarhadian,
Ani & Geotge Semerjian, Alice & Gabriel Setian, Ashkhen & Ara Setrakian,
Sarah & Seth Setrakian, Sonia & Zarmair Setrakian, Sossy & Raffi Shekookian,
Dirouhi & Manouk Shishmanian, Karine Sogomonian & Ara Barsegian, Araxe
Sookikian, St. Asdvadzadzin’s (MA) Ladies Guild, St. Gregory Armenian
Apostolic Church, Indian Orchard, St. Hagop Armenian Apostolic Church,
NY, St. Hluminator’s Mr. & Mrs. Club, NY, Harotoun Stepanian, Rose & Darius
Surenian, Arshalus Tahan, Sylvia Tanielian, Nyire Tarpinian, Seda Tarzian, Mary
& Peter Tashjian, Angel Tekirian, Martin Tellalian, Diane & Aram Terlemezian,
Heather & Hagop Terzian, Dr. & Mrs. Keri Topouzian, Harutiun Topsacalian,
Pamela & Kevork Toroyan, Susan & Harry Toufayan, Lida & Fred Traband,
Mrt. & Mrs. Tro Turbendian, Lisa Vahradian, Anne & Ara Vardanian, Matlene
& Kevork Vichabian, Janet & James Warren, Mary & Antranig Yacoubian, Mr.
& Mrs. Harry Yangouyian, Yvonne Yedibalian, Azniv & Vram Yegparian, Dr.
& Mrs. Ara Yeretsian, Jade & Gary Yerganian, Dr. Massis Yeterian, Eugenie
Zartatian

$100 TO $199

Mr. & Mrs. Vartan Abdo, Sarkis Ablian, Dr. Hratch Abrahamian, Azniv &
Sarkis Abrimian, Khatchik Achadjian, Mr. & Mrs. Khatchig Achikian, Donna &
Kenneth Adam, Harry Adamian, Anisia & Kevork Adourian, Maro Adourian,
Garbo Afarian, Kerop Afarian, Harout Agasarkisian, Shakey & Sarkis
Agasarkisian, Ani & Haroutiun Aghajanian, Virginia & Hachig Aghjayan, Mr. &
Mrs. Garo Aguinian, Hasmik Aivazian, Mr. & Mrs. Vasken Aivazian, Anahid
Ajemian, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Akalarian, Mr. & Mrs. Garbis Aladjadjian, Verzhin
& Hatchik Alahverdian, Nicole & Mark Alashanian, Asdghig Alemian, Roseann
& Edward Alexander, Priscilla & James Altoonian, Gloria Alvandian, John
Amboian, Neiri Amirian, Svetlana Amirkhanian, Nina Andtikian, Arsine
Antranigian, Varty & Garen Apanosian, Virginia & Henry Apelian, Aroxie &
Ned Apigian, Nevart Apikian, Mr. & Mrs. James Apovian, Jr., Lydia & Niki
Arakelian, R. Arakelian, Virginia & Edward Arakelian, Roupen Ardhaldjian,
ARF - Armen Garo Gomideh, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Arikian, Zmrukhd & Kerope
Arman, Armenian National Committee, Rose & Vasken Arpajian, Virginia
Arpiarian, ARS - Erebouni Chapter, ARS - Knar Chapter, Sima Artinoff,
Gregory Arzoomanian, Dr. Raffi Arzoomanian, Sona & Gregory Arzoomanian,
Mary Asadoorian, Alice Asadourian, Dr. & Mrs. George Asdourian, Dr. Charles
Ashjian, Belle Ashodian, Charles Aslanian, Gloria & Robert Aslanian, Maryann
Atamian, Nirvana & Aram Atamian, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Atanian, Gayane
Avakian, Nazely & Jack Avakian, Alice & Lawrence Avedesian, Astrid
Avedissian, Val Avery, Michael Avshatian, Isabelle Azablar, Kanare Babayan,
Anelka & Hratch Baboomian, Ross Bagdasarian, Suzan & Peter Baghdasarian,
Tanya & Levon Baghdassarian, Antranik & Rosalie Baghdoian, Dikran
Bairamian, Mary Bakalian, Garo Bakmazian, Jan Balakian, Anne Balemian,
Azniv & Dikran Balian, Rev. Fr. & Yn. Antranig Baljian, Julie Ballentine, Ann
Bandazian, Irma & George Bard, Loucine Bardizbanian, Anna & John
Basmajian, Shoghig & Vasken Basmajian, Mr. & Mrs. Vahan Basmajian, Mr. &

45



Outreach

Mrs. Edward Bekian, Dorothy Bengoian Ouligian, Margaret & Robert Benian,
Kachador Berberian, Mr. & Mts. Richard Berberian, Gigi Beredjiklian, Matthew
Berger, Nvair Beylerian, Sonia & Ohannes Bezdikian, Vahan Bezdikian, Araxie
Biberian, Donna Adam & Jean Bilzerian, Sossi & Krikor Bogharian, Mr. & Mrs.
Ararat Boghosian, Maryanne Borzakian, Virginia & Ronald D. Boyadjian,
Victoria & Vahram Boyadjian, Karen & Arthur Boyajian, George Bozian, Brog
Lin Distribution, LLC, Rose Buchaklian, Kent Carlson, Mr. & Mrs. George
Casparian, Salpie & Charles Cavros, Shakay & Haroutioun Chahinian, Alice
Chakmakjian, Dr. & Mrs. Varoujan Chalian, Tania Chamlian, Mark Changelian,
Harry Chantikian, Arppie Charkoudian, Dorothy Alison Lacher & Charlie
Donaldson, Raffi & Addie Chekmeyan, Dr. & Mrs. Harry Cherken, Mr. & Mrs.
Onnig Chopjian, Alice Coherian, Arpy Coherian, Carmen & Thomas Collins,
Zari Conway, Dr. Medina Dadurian, Talin & Zohrab Daghlian, Mr. Vahram
Danielian, John Danielson, Adam Davidian, Alice & Carl Demerjian, Norma &
Garen Demirchian, Vartan Demirciyan, Beverley Dennis, Amalia & Malena Der
Avedisian, Julie Der Garabedian, Armen Der Marderosian, Dorothy & George
Deradoorian, Maria & Garo Derian, Nancy & Gordon Derian, Sona
DerSarkissian, Mr. & Mrs. Hamo Dersookian, Silva & Harry Dervishian,
Michael Devejian, Bedros Dido, Dr. & Mrs. Hagop Artin Dikranian, Seta
Dilanian, Seda & Levon Djanece, Dr. & Mrs. Markar Dombalagian, Edith &
Nazareth Donjoian, Naomi Donoian, Harry Dorian, Angele & Stephen
Dulgarian, Dr. & Mrs. Gregory Dumanian, Roxie & Setrak Ejdaharian, Mr. &
Mrs. Harry Eknaian, Mihran Elanjian,Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Elanjian — Baccari,
Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Elledge, Mr. & Mrs. Nishan Elmasian, Christine Engustian,
Esq., Yester Ensign, Renita Esayian O’Connell, Gregory Etmekjian, Datlene
Evslin, Dr. & Mrs. Aram Fereshetian, Mary & George Frankian, Peter
Gabrielian, Edward Gaetsian, Hermine & Haig Gakavian, Helene & Babgen
Galstian, Elizabeth Garabedian, FElyse Garabedian, Lucy & Garabed
Garabedian, Susan & Avedis Garavanian, Diane & Armen Garbooshian, Mary
& Sarkis Garibian, Rouletta & Henry Gasparian, Gerald Gerjekian, Marie &
Garo Ghazarian, Carmen Ghazarians, Edina Ghazarossian, Alice & Sirop
Ghazourian, Susan & Sarkis Giragosian, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Gonynor, Hagop
Gorgissian, Mr. & Mrs. George Goshdigian, Jr., Amy & Manouk Gostanian,
Richard Gostanian, Arthur Goudikian, Candace & Felix Gregorian, Cindy &
Vahe Gregorian, Henry Gregorian, Sarine Gregorian, Sergey Gregorian, Sonik
& Gourgen Gregorian, Tamara & Edmund Gregorian, Dr. & Mrs. Vartan
Gregorian, Daniel Gueyikian, Veken Gueyikian, Zanna & Andranik Gugasian,
Armine Guledjian, Kristine & Michael Guleserian, Suzanne & Antibas
Gumushian, George Gurganian, Susan & Michael Guzelian, Susan & Levon
Hachigian, Gloria & Kenneth Hachikian, Kes Hagetian, Arpine & Dikran
Hagopian, Rose & Elizabeth Hagopian, Susan & Stephen Hagopian, Alice
Haigazian Berman, Greg Haightaian, Maral Hajjar, Hrag Hamalian, Peter
Hamptian, Jaklin & Edison Hanna, Marie & Michael Haratunian, Norma &
Haygas Haroian, Laurie & Michael Haroutunian, Rosemary & John
Haroutunian, Mrs. Shahen Haroutunian, Michael Harpe, Dr. & Mrs. Aspet
Haruthunian, Jane Hastings, Zabel & Hagop Hatem, Mr. & Mrs. Zaven
Hatutian, Chris Hekimian, Ladies Auxiliary of Holy Cross Armenian Catholic
Church, Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church Seniors Club, Lucy & Ara
Horenian, Mr. & Mrs. Nichan Hosepian, Pauline & William House, Mr. & Mrs.
Jirair Hovagimian, Vahan Hovakimian, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Hovanesian, Silva &
Papken Hovhannessian, Hovnanian School, Vartkes Hovsepian, J. Hyes, Zara
Ingilizian, Paul Ishkanian, Mary & Vartkes Jamgochian, Aline & Raffi
Jamgotchian, Shake Javardian, Helen Javizian, Lucia & Edward Jeamgocian,
Rose & Ralph Jehanian, Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Jehizian, Dr. & Mrs. Thomas
Jeknavorian, Dr. & Mrs. Albert Jelalian, Christine & Peter Jelalian, Lily Jelalian,
Florence Jesmajian, Ann Jevizian, Dr. & Mrs. Aram Jigatjian, Richard Jigarjian,
Mellina & George Jizmajian, Linda & Andrew Kabasakalian, Rosemary & Dan
Kachaturoff, Haji Rose Kachian, Nevart Kaderian, Makrouhi Kalayjian, Terry
& Vazken Kalayjian, Garbis Kalenderian, Chris Kalvonjian, Mr. & Mrs.
Varoujan Kalustian, Lucy Kanatian, Lucy & Kap Kapreilian, Dr. & Mrs. Raffi
Kaprielian, Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Kaprielian, Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Karagelian, Jill
Karagezian, Zoveg & Bedros Karagolian, Lory Karakashian, Maral & Vicken
Karakashian, Marie & Shant Karakashian, Setta & Sebouh Karakashian, Vartan
Karakelian, Christine Karamanian, Lida Karamian, Charkes Karanian, Mary &
Frank Kardashian, Vartan Karian, Queena & Berj Karibian, Stephen
Karoghlanian, Jr., Gilda & Gabriel Karpouzian, Dr. & Mrs. Nabet Kasabian,
Carol Kasparian, George Kasparian, Haroutune Kasparian, Karen Kasparian,
Nora & Avedis Kasparian, Susan Kaspatian, Rev. Fr. & Yn. Vartan Kassabian,
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Dr. & Mrs. Gregory Kazandjian, Georgette & Jack Kazanjian, Sako Kazanjian,
Bernice & Kazar Kazarian, Jacqueline Kazatian, Noubar Kazarian & Family,
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Kechejian, Oganes Kegeyan, Hagop Keheian, Mr. & Mrs.
Edward Keljik, Paula & Gerald Keosayian, Mr. & Mrs. Varujan Keramian, John
Kerbeck, Seda & Alice Kerestedjian, Shake Kertoyan, Dorian & Richard
Keshgegian, Grace & Dickran Keshgegian, Margaret Keshgegian, Houri &
Zakios Keshishian, Melissa & Harold Keshishian, Nazeli & Arisdages
Keshishian, Garbis Kesisoglu, Tania Ketenjian, Sirvart & Chatles Keumurian,
Ida & David Kevorkian, Steve Kevorkian, Rosemary Khachadoorian, Peter
Khanbegian, Karine & Haig Kharardjian, Aline & Manuel Khatchadourian,
Antranik Khatchadourian, Lorraine & Aram Khatchadourian, Mr. & Mrs.
Edward Khatchatourian, Dr. & Mrs. Norayr Khatcheressian, Rima & Fouad
Khayat, Roxanne Khazarian, Mr. & Mrs. Armen Kholamian, Dr. & Mrs. Jacques
Khoury, Dr. Araxie Kilejian, Arpi & Ara Killian, Shakay Kizitian, Marguerite
Klavanian, Louise Knox, Rose Kojoian, Rose & Sarkis Kojoyian, Elizabeth &
Edward Kopoian, Paul Korian, Dr. & Mrs. Armen Korkigian, Manya Korkigian,
Shant & Alex Korkigian, Armen Korukanian, Lucine Kouchakdjian, Mr. & Mrs.
Michael Kouchakdjian, Lola Koundakjian, Varoujan Koundakjian, Roxanne &
Ralph Kourtjian, Araxie & Avedis Koushakjian, Rose & Noubar Kouyoumdjian,
Mr. & Mrs. Arsen Kozelian, Mary & Yervant Krafian, Florine & Krikor
Krikorian, Betty & Vartan Kupelian, Gilda Kupelian, Armen Kurdian, Dr. &
Mrs. Hrair Kurkjian, Margaret Kurtigian, Mr. & Mrs. Harry Kzirian, Ladies
Guild of St. Gregory Armenian Church of Merrimack Valley, Ladies” Guild of
St.Gregory Arm.Church (MA), Kohar & William Lane, Rose & Mihran
Leblebijian, Rev. Dr. George Leylegian, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Leylegian, Robert
Limmer, Nora & George Loshkajian, Gabor Armen Luka, Dr. & Mrs. Seroj
Mackertichian, Mr. & Mrs. Aram Madoian, Daniel Magarian, Arthur Maghakian,
Mary-Louise & Paul Mahdasian, Sossie & Karl Mahdasian, Nevard & Avedis
Mahdesian, Mr. & Mrs. James Malo, Kay Mangasarian, Harold Manoogian, Rev.
Fr. & Yn. Nerses Manoogian, Alice Manookian, Nanig & Berj Manoukian, Sona
Manoukian, Kathy Manuelian, Mr. & Mrs. Mardic Marashian, Ardash
Marderosian, Joseph Mardiguian, Vahan & Karen Mardikian, Mr. & Mrs.
Vartkes Mardirossian, Maria & Zareh Mardoian, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mardoyan,
Alice & John Margosian, Michael Markarian, Arnold Marookian, Mr. & Mrs.
George Martirossian, Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Mashikian, Shoushig & Hratch
Massoyan, Irene & Chatles Matoian, Mr. & Mrs. Hovhannes Matossian,
Hripsime Matossian, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Maxwell, Haygouhi & Raffi Megerian,
Mr. & Mrs. Nishan Mekhdjian, Hilda & Melcon Melconian, Mr. & Mrs. Vazken
Melkisetian, Men’s Club of St. Gregory Arm. Church of Merrimack Valley,
Lillian & Juan Catlos Merdinian, Dr. & Mrs. Ashot Merijanian, Merrimack
Valley ARS Chapter, Arpena & William Mesrobian, Stephanie Mesrobian, Alice
Mgrdichian, Alison Anthoine & Michael Wolff, Suzanne Midinian, Dr. Diran
Mikaelian, John Mikaelian, Karo Mikaelian, Dr. Richard Mikaelian, Sossy &
Artin Mikaelian, Lara Milian, Armine Minassian, Kevork Minassian, Mary &
Serj Minassian, Mr. & Mrs. Nzdeh Minassian, Zaven Mirijanian, Dr. & Mrs.
Edward Mkrdichian, Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Mkrdichian, Mary Mooradian, Mr. &
Mrs. Mihail Morgikian, Barkey Mossoian, Marguerite & George Mouradian,
Sally & Souren Mouradjian, Mariam & Krikor Moussessian, Chatlotte & Albert
Movsesian, Gay & Richard Mukalian, Arpi & Vazgen Muradian, Deanne &
Wialter Nahabedian, Glotia Nahabedian, Yervant Nahabedian, Alice Najarian,
David Najarian, Seta & Aram Najarian, Dr. & Mrs. Tavit Najarian, Sandra &
Sean Najarian-Fales, Sam Nalbandian, Arpi & Ramon Nardone, Zovinar &
Kevork Narinian, Dona Nashawaty, Madeleine & Yeprem Nazarian, Sarkis
Nazarian, Antoinette Nersesian, Marie & Hagop Nersoyan, Houri & Nabil
Nouri, Ani & Hagop Oghlian, Audrey & Claude Ohanesian, Connie & Henty
Ohanian, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Ohanian, Georgy-Ann & Hayg Oshagan,
Beatrica & Samuel Oshana, Gail & Chatrles Ouligian, Tamara & Ara Panosian,
Suzanne & Norair Panossian, Drs. Dennis & Mary Papazian, Mr. & Mrs. Krikor
Papazian, Lucy Papazian, Sylvia Papazian Okolovitch, Harold Paraghamian,
Hagop Partamian, Dr. & Mrs. Richard Pashayan, John Pehlivanian, Sarkis
Peltekian, Haygoohy & Victor Perkins, Evelyn & Mardiros Petrossian, Dr. &
Mrs. Datev Pidedjian, Elizabeth Pilbosian, Mr. & Mrs. Ashot Pogosian,
Vartouhi Pokravarian, Aram Postaljian, Irwin Rendahl, Kristi Rendahl, Virginia
& Clark Rhoads, Dr. Rafi Saatciyan, Rose Sadoian, Marian Sagherian, Mr. &
Mrs. Mark Sagherian, Ann Samkiranian, Mayreni Sanag, LaRue Sanasarian, Silva
& Mark Santerian, Mr. & Mrs. Steve Santourian, Mary Sarajian, Michael
Sarajian, Patricia & Kenneth Sarajian, Vartan Saravia, Hasmig Sarhadian, Diane
Sarkesian, Mr. & Mrs. Albert Sarkisian, Marguerite Sarkisian, Olga Sarkisian,



Rita & Sarkis Sarkisian, Satenig Sarkisian, Zarry Sarkisian, Andrea Sarkissian,
Dr. Angie Sarkissian, Anne & Sarkis Sarkissian, Mr. & Mrs. Khajag Sarkissian,
Lena & Albert Sarkissian, Harry Savagian, Sawaya Family, Mr. & Mrs. Garo
Sazian, Seran Schug, Ava Seave, Arpy Seferian, Aram Sekterian, Debra &
Gregory Selverian, Kurk Selverian, Sandra & Stephen Selverian, Hagop
Semerdjian, Leon Semonian, Elizabeth & Ronald Serafin, Roubina & Thomas
Serroen, Armine & Raffi Sevadjian, Richard Shahtanian, Maritza Shamlian,
Rose Shamshoian, Ann Shatreshian-Penna, Adrienne & James Shargabian, Anita
& Steven Shenian, Joseph Shenker, Mary & Samuel Sheshedian, Anne Shirinian,
Marie Jeanne & Sarkis Shirinian, Arakel Shooshan, Mr. & Mrs. Ara Shrestinian,
Mary Ann & Movses Shrikian, Maggie Simonian, Sonia Simonian, Mr. & Mrs.
Peter Sirian, Karen Smyth, Mr. & Mrs. Karekin Soghigian, Zarmine & Albert
Soltanian, Diana & Levon Soorikian, Mary Soorikian, Arpik & Hagop
Soulakian, St. Gregory Sunday School, Indian Orchard, St. Hagop Armenian
Apostolic Church, W1, St. Hagop’s Ladies Guild (WI), St. Illuminator’s Ladies’
Guild, NY, St. Sarkis Ladies’ Guild, NY, St. Vartanantz Arm. Sunday School,
NJ, Jacqueline & Khosrov Stanboulian, Biana Stepanian, Maral & Nevart
Stepanian, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Stewart, Dr. & Mrs. Anthony Streeter, Rosely &
Wallace Stronski, Serpouhie Surabian, Sylva & Martin Surabian, Ara Surenian,
Dr. & Mrs. Vahaken Tachdjian, Shake & Noubar Talanian, Vartkes Tamzatian,
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Tanashian, Shaque & Markus Tarjan, Sally Tarpinian, Mr. &
Mrs. Dickran Tashian, Mary & Aram Tashjian, Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Tatarian, Lisa
& Thomas Tatarian, Brian Tavakalian, Mr. & Mrs. Harry Tavanian, Christine &
Nichan Tchorbajian, Shushan Teager, Stella & Hagop Tehlirian, Mr. & Mrs.
Toros Tervizian, Lucin Terzian, Mary Lou & John Terzian, Mr. & Mrs. Simon
Terzian, Kevork Tevekelian, Mr. & Mrs. Donald Tomasian, Arpine & Kacheg
Topalian, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Topalian, Herman Torosian, June & Hagop
Torosian, Rose & Malcolm Torosian, Frank Torossian, Meline Toumani, Mr.
Martin & Ms. Virginia Tourigian, Tiro & Giragos Turbendian, Louis Tusino,
Barbara & Jake Varadian, John Varadian, Diana & Nishan Vartabedian, Nancy
& Tom Vartabedian, Chatles Vartan, Andranik Vartanian, Elizabeth & Leo
Vartanian, Gregory Vartanian, Maral & Mihran Vartanian, Ruth Vartanian,
Geghooei Voskan-Levaskani, Michael Voskian, Alice Wick, Cora Yagjian,
Tracey & Michael Yangouyian, Daniel Yankelovich, Ardemis & Sarkis
Yepremian, Anahid Yeremian, Nellie Yeretsian, Rita & Hagop Yesayan, Jack
Yesilian, Mary & Kirikor Yilancioglu, York Video, Inc., Edna & Arthur
Zakharian, Ann & George Zamanian, Rose & Garabed Zartarian, Anna &
Sherman Zazaian, Sonia & Garbis Zerdelian, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Zirakian, Mr.
& Mrss. John Zureki

$50 TO $99

Dr. & Mrs. Avadis Abrahamian, Nartoohi & Vahe Abtimian, Dr. & Mrs.
Mihran Agbabian, Flor & Paul Aghadjanian, Andre Ajemian, Arshalouis &
Sarkis Andonian, Mr. & Mrs. Karnik Arakelian, Mr. & Mrs. Ara Araz, Dr. &
Mrs. Garo Armen, Armena Bizios & Carla Labbe, Anahid & Sarkis Artetian,
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Arzumanian, Nanor & Garbis Ashekian, Mariet &
Henrik Avanessian, Dr. & Mrs. Vatche Ayvazian, Hasmick & Hampik Azarian,
Mary & Michael Azarian, Susan Azarian, Virginia Azizian, Grace & Nicholas
Aznoian, Leslie Aznoian, Ardemis Babaeghian Walen, Rose Baboyian, Mr. &
Mrs. Mikhael Bagherian, Charlotte Bakalian, Krikor Balci, Kajak Balekjian, Rita
& Vartkess Balian, Yvonne & Jacques Balian, Jacqueline Baronian, Esq.,Mr.
& Mrs. Artour Barsegian, Catherine & Kenneth Bartok, John Basmajian,
Kohatik & Garo Bedonian, Archdeacon Karnig Bedrossian, Chatles Begian,
Vera & John Bejakian, Vida Belton, Stanley & Doris Berenzweig, Dr. & Mrs.
Richard Berjian, Prof. Thomas Bird, Susan & Martin Blumenthal, George
Bohigian, Anastasia & Hentik Boudakian, Sonia & John Bourghol, Hattie
Boyajian, Nancy & Constantine Bozajian, Rosemary Bruno, Richard Callian,
Nevart & Levon Caprielian, Judy Carberry, Caroline & Ohanes Chamavonian,
Arpi Chamras, Ann & George Changelian, Iris Chekenian, Levon Chorbajian,
Arlene & Zaven Dadekian, Anahid & Vahan Dadoyan, Keghan & Hovsep
Daghlian, Victoria & Garabed Darakdjian, Anita Darian, Alice Davitian,Dr. &
Mrs. Haroutune Dekirmenjian, Agop Demirdjian, Sonia Der Bedrosian, Helen
Der Paulian, Margaret & Joseph Derderian, Nectar & Hagop Derian, Rose &
Harry Dombalagian, Mary & John Doursounian, Teresa & Thomas Duffy,
Michelle Ekizian, Chnorig & Mego Essajanian, Eleanor & Mark Evarian, Rose
& Nicholas Evarian, Vergine Bahieh Fattal, Sylva & Patrick Faul, Mr. & Mrs.
Peter Felegian, Seran & Harry Fereshetian, Helen Fieldson, Ararat Fund, Dr.
& Mrs. Eric Gamble, Hagop Garavanian, Sharon & Jack Garbooshian, Gayane
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& Vartan Garnighian, Tzaghig Garnighian, Barbara & Arthur Geiger, Rose &
Bertj Gerjekian, Stepan Ghadaifchian, Rose Giragosian, Roubina Guerdjelian,
Vahram Guiragossian, Mr. & Mrs. Russell Gulamerian, Dr. & Mrs. James
Haddad, Marie & Khajadour Hagobian, Harold Hagopian, Jacques Hagopian,
Jacques Hagopian, Margaret & Antranig Hagopian, Barouyr Hairabedian, Mary
& Hagop Hakissian, Catherine & Michael Halebian, Mary & Thomas Harper,
Salpe & Michael Hatzbanian, Hermine Hovsepian, Anahed & Vazgin Ishak,
Margaret & Hagop Ispahanyan, Anahid Jafargian Terlemezian, Sweetlana &
Victor Jamal, Noone & Vahan Janjigian, Nuver & Setrak Jawharjian, Berge
Jermakian, Dr. & Mrs. Hrayr Kabakian, Hermine & Dikran Kabbendjian, Nora
& Kevork Kadehjian, Rosa Kahvedjian, Anie Kalayjian, Hermine Kalfaian, Seta
& Barkev Kaligian, Perouz Kalousdian, Araxie Kalvonjian, Osanna Kalvonjian,
Alice & George Kamajian, Bedros Kamitian, Lynn & Dro Kanayan, Zabel &
Antranik Kandarjian, Michael Kane, Jennifer & Toros Kapoian, Ann & Stefan
Karadian, Serpuhi & Haroutun Karakashian, Kevork Karamanoukian, Violet &
Bedros Karian, Sako Kassardjian, Zaven Kazandjian, Arsho & Garbis Kazanjian,
Valentine & Hagop Kazanjian, Vergin & Aram Kazanjian, Margaret & Michael
Kazigian, Carol & James Kennelly, Rose & Arthur Kent, Armen Kerbeykian,
Virginia Kerbeykian, Helen Ketzner, Marguerite & George Kevorkian, Gail
& Paul Keyishian, Peruse & Aram Khachoyan, Souzi & Joseph Khojian,
Rose & Kevork Kiledjian, Mr. & Mrs. Garo Kitischian, Nevart & Ardashes
Koulian, Barbara & Andrew Kourajian, Aghavni Krikorian, Manoushag &
Krikor Krikorian, Sirvard & Melkon Krikorian, Claire & Harry Kushigian,
Dorothy & Ed Lipinski, Arline & Anthony Lomazzo, Sonia Magdusian, Mr.
& Mrs. Shahen Majarian, Elizabeth Mangoian, Hermine Manjikian, Sona
Manjikian, Rose & Aram Manoogian, Arek Manoukian, Mr. & Mrs. Harry
Mardigian, H.H. Mardirossian, Anahit Markarian, Armenouhi Markarian,
Benita & Hrach Markarian, Richard Masser, Mariam Meguerditchian, Denise
& Armen Melikian, Mr. & Mrs. Artak Melkonian, Neery Melkonian, Knarik
& Murad Meneshian, Harry Mervish, Harout Mikaelian, Harry Minasian,
Nelly & Dikran Minassian, Arpi & Haroutune Misserlian, Katherine & Mark
Mooradian, Elizabeth & Armenag Moroukian, Nancy Moscofian, Genevieve &
Korean Movsisian, Dr. & Mrs. Louis Najarian, Vrege Najarian, Maral & Krikor
Nakashian, Pauline Nakashian, Varso & Algis Nakutis, Anahid Nalbandian,
Seta & Khoren Nalbandian, Mr. Zaven Nalbandian, Mr. Harry & Miss Rose
Narzakian, Ankine & Nazareth Nazarian, Vera & Levon Nazarian, Artemis
Nazerian, Robert Nicolian, Richard Nigosian, Eleonore & William Oetjen,
Jeanine & Nazareth Ohannessian, Takouhi & Harout Oranjian, Jeanette
Oundjian, Shake & Ara Ourlian, Iskouhi & Norayr Palandjian, Alin & Albert
Papazian, Linda & Paul Patruno, Dr. & Mrs. Guiragos Poochikian, Debra &
John Richardson, Sona & Raymond Ritchel, Jr., Cindy & Tom Rutherford,
Rose & Edward Rybak, Saghbazarian Sisters, Areg Sahakian, Mariam & Harold
Sahakian, Rita & Antranik Sakaryan, Lousin & Arsen Sarian, Nevart & John
Sarkesian, Charles Sarkisian, Anahid Sarkissian, Mary & Hartoun Saroukhanian,
Armine Saryan, Nartuhi Selverian, Sona & Harry Selverian, Florence & Vartan
Seraderian, Lilia & James Shahidi, Mr. & Mrs. George Shahnasarian, Mr. & Mrs.
Raffie Shahrigian, Mr. & Mrs. Vasken Shalian, Doris & George Shamlian, Mr. &
Mrs. Fouad Shamounian, Heghoush Shegerian, Rose & Martin Shelengian, Liza
& Robert Shipp, Mark Shnorhokian, Lena & Simon Simitian, Rose Simmons,
Angele & Tatiana Simonian, Dotis & Frederick Simonian, Alice & Melkon
Sinanian, Gene & Elaine Smith, Margaret Sohigian, Tatul Sonentz-Papazian,
Helen & Vahram Sookikian, Maireny Soulakian, Carrie & Vartges Surabian, Mr.
& Mrs. Toros Tachdjian, Mr. & Mrs. Zachary Takerian, Margaret & Rostom
Tandourjian, Jasmine & Robert Tashjian, Richard Tashjian, Araxi & Dickran
Tekeyan, Vehanoush Tekian, Minas Terdjanian, Marten Terzian, Rose &
Joseph Terzian, Anahid Thomassian, Marie Thomassian, Drs. Levon & Nancy
Topouzian, Carol Tosoonian, Ossanna Toumayan, Shoughig & Ara Tramblian,
Rose & Thomas Tumayan, Astghig & Vahe Turbendian, Antranig Vartanian,
Azaduhe & Nick Vartanian, Elizabeth Vartanian, Malvina Vartanian, Rev. & Yn.
Sahag Vertanesian, Zarouhi & Hemayag Vosgarichian, Nayda Voskerijian, John
Wiaters, Christine & William White, Seta Yeghian, Joan & Krikor Yeremian,
Meldia Yesayan, Liza Yessaian, Arpi & Melkon Yessaillian, Mary Zakarian,
Hermine & Nazar Zarikian, Sonia & Ramon Zorabedian

$3 TO $49

Ashken Abajian, James Abajian, Astra Acsinia, Nazig & Navasart Afarian,
Takoush Aftandilian, Marie-Anne & Vartan Aghazadian, Dr. & Mrs. Garo
Aivazian, Ashkhen & Karnig Ajamian, Mary Ajemian, Elizabeth Akian, Mr. &

47



Outreach

Mrs. Bedros Alexanian, Julia & Richard Algeo, Levon Altiparmakian, Meron
Ananian,Mr. & Mrs. Kaspar Andonian, Mary & Robert Antonian, Edward &
Haiganoush Apelian, Nevart Apovian, Nelly Aprahamian, Marie & Serop
Arabian, Moses Arakelian, Sophia Arakelian, Verkin Arakelian, Armine & Berc
Araz, Raya & Jack Arisian, Margaret Armenian, Hratch Arukian, Sahan
Arzruni,Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Asadoorian, Mary & Edward Asadorian, Henry
Ashjian, Jack Ashukian, Anahid Aslanian, Aslan Aslanian, Mr. & Mrs. Greg
Atanossian, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Avedisian, Akabi & Avedis Avedissian,
Haiganoush & Karekin Ayanian, Simon Aydin, Mr. & Mrs. Hrant Babaeghian,
Berjhi Babian, Araxie Babikian, Goharik & Garnik Badalian, Margaret
Bagdasarian, Mary Bagdasarian, Mr. & Mrs. Garbis Baghdassarian, Ruth &
Masis Baker, Rose Balian, Zareh Balian, Nayiri Baljian, Sappho & Ara Baltazar,
Victoria & Masis Baron Vartian, Zevart & Misak Baronian, Aleetz Barsumyan,
Leonard Bartels, Shakeh Bautista, Betsy & Chatles Beck, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur
Bedian, Alberta Bedigian, Mary & Yervant Bedikian, Mr. & Mrs. M. Bedrossian,
Joann & Vincent Bellucci, Jr., Siranoush Blanaru, Martin Boghosian, Rose
Boghosian, Varsenig Boghosian, Nelle Bogosian, Richard Bohigian, Dr. & Mrs.
Theodore Bohigian, Anne & Senekerim Bonjuklian, Mary Boornazian, Mr. &
Mrs. Ara Boranian, Grace & Vahram Boyadjian, Mary & Armen Boyajian,
Helen & Jack Bozoyan, Barbara Braun, Alice Cannuscio, Dorothy & Nicholas
Capasso, Louiza & Ara Carapetian, Dikranouhi Chakarian, Dr. & Mrs. Antranig
Chalabian, Arax Charkoudian, Angele Chengrian, Mr. & Mrs. Mardiros
Chichedjian, Aroussiag Chitjian, Madlen & Paul Chobanian, Hagop Choputian,
Helen & Michael Cirrito, Dr. & Mrs. Garbis Dabaghian, Archalous & Alexander
Danielian, Frida Danielian, Mr. & Mrs. Arshavir Danikian, Rose Darakian,
Maria Dasdagulian, David Davidian, Goharik Davidian, Mary Davidian, Katen
Dederyan, Barbara & Mary Degermanijian, Mr. & Mrs. Norman Deirmengian,
Jr., Shake & Hagop Dekermenjian, Mariam & Zareh Demirdjian, Alice & Aram
Der Apkarian, Sonia Der Avedisian, Siran & Bedo Der Bedrosian, Jeanette &
Boghos Der Ghazarian, Violette Der Minassian, Silva Der Mugerdichian,
Albert Der Tatevasian, Artin Derbalian, Catherine & Arthur Derboghosian,
Audrey Derderian, Rose Derderian, Mr. & Mrs. Horopsime Desteoglu, Haig
Dikranian, Kathleen & Nazaret Dirinian, Dr. & Mrs. Vahram Donelian, Mary
Donigian, Diran Donikyan, Mr. Harry Donoian, Father Daniel Donovan,
Hagop & Salpi Donoyan, Janis Lee Doran, Helene Doshoian, Ara Dostoutrian,
Mr. & Mrs. Jean Doukmajian, Mary Dugan, Mr. & Mrs. Avedic Dumitrescu,
Kathryn & Charles Durgerian, Elizabeth & Robert Eastman, Leo Eknaian,
Alice & Peter Endrigian, Elizabeth Ensanian, Margaret & Louis Entrup,
Varsenic & Charles Esayian, Dorothy Esperian, Saul & Norma Feingold,
Stephen Fenerjian, Hermine Ferahian, Carmine & Maria Forte, Jeanine &
Chatles Gade, Guenoffia Galstian, Mary & Chatles Garabadian, Edouard
Garabedian, Vartouhi Rose Garabedian, Arshalous Garijanian, Sophie
Garvanian, Lucia & Avedis Gazal, Varsenik & Gourgen Gevorkian, Marie
Ghajanian, Seta Gharibian Donabedian, Berjouhi & Manoug Ghazarian, Helen
& Charles Ghazarian, Mary & Armen Gheblikian, Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Gilbert,
Elizabeth Giragossian, Anahid Grdodian, Mr. & Mrs. George Gregorian,
Virginia Gregorian, Marguerite & William Griego, Mr. & Mrs. Edward
Gulbenkian, Sarkis Guleserian, Brigitte Habibian, Mr. & Mrs. Onnig Hachigian,
Mr. & Mrs. Masis Hagopian, Rose Hagopian, Rusty Hagopian, Vivian Sophie
Haig, Gail Hajenian Miller-Hiles, Salpy Hancock, Heghine & Krikor Harboyan,
Mr. & Mrs. Boghos Harmanian, Nazo Haroutunian, Carmen & Varoujan
Haruthunian, Rose & Mchitar Harutunian, Zarouhi & Zaven Hohanessian,
Anna Hovaguimian, Susan & Henry Hovanasian, Ann Hovanesian, Lucy &
Onic Hovanesian, Mr. & Mrs. Harout Hovsepian, Mayda Thmalian, Mr. & Mrs.
Ohan Iradian, Dr. & Mrs. Gary Ishkanian, Julia & Vahe Ishkanian, Patricia &
Aram Iskenderian, Berjuhi Iskenderian & Nvart Boyajian, Mariam & Levon
Jamgochian, Aida & Magardici Jamgocian, Lucy Jamie, Rev. & Mrs. Movses
Janbazian, Aznive Jebejian, Armena Jehanian, Sonia & Joseph Jehanian, Marie
Jensen-Burns, Robsina Johnson, Ayda & Frank Kabarajian, Arpine Kachikian,
Pusant Kafafian, Armen Kahkajian, Azniv & Garabet Kahwajian, Rosa & Paul
Kahwajian, Mr. & Mrs. Ohanes Kakoyan, Elizabeth & Hagop Kalajian, Hasmig
Kalajian, Mr. & Mrs. George Kalian, Mr. & Mrs. Aram Kalikian, Mr. & Mrs.
Vahe Kandilian, Elsie Kaprelian, Vartouhi & Ohannes Karagozian, Vartuhi
Karakashian, Alice & Antranig Karjian, Alice & Charles Kasbarian, Alice &
George Kasparian, Mr. & Mrs. Edmond Kasparian, Mr. & Mrs. John Kasparian,
Krikor Kasparian, Mr. & Mrs. Raffi Kavaldjian, Garine & Vasken Kavlakian,
Mary Kazanjian, Maxy & Haroutune Kazanjian, Florence Kazigian Clark,
Satenik & Katchaz Kechejian, Anik & Avedis Kechichian, Hratch Kechishian,
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Dr. & Mrs. Abraham Kedeshian, Rose & Mitchell Kehetian, Araxi & Hagop
Keoseyan, Sharon Kepniss, Arousiag & Sousi Keshishian, Rober & Betty
Kessel, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Keumurian, Hilda Keuroghlian, Armen Kevorkian, Mr.
& Mrs. Richard Kevorkian, Miss Shitley & Mr. Steve Kevorkian, Rose Keyian,
Shake & Garabet Kezirian, Mary Khatchadourian, Najdeh Khatchadourian,
Alice & Patrick Khatchmanian, Mr. & Mrs. Misak Khelghatian, Canar Kilimlian,
Sarkis Kimatian,Mr. & Mrs. George Kirazian, Jr., Vanessa Klosiewski, Elizabeth
Koorkanian, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Kosaian, Dr. Marcus Kotoyan, Sona & Hovig
Koushagjian, Valentine & Rouben Kouyoudjian, Marie & Hagop Kouyoumjian,
Vartouhie & Avedis Kozikoujekian, Mardi & Jonathan Kuller, Mr. & Mrs. Miles
Kurina, Carmen & Haigaz Lazarians, Jack Leblebijian, Georgette Lehmejian,
Margaret & Fred Lindenmann, Yerchanig & Armen Loosararian, Janet &
Gerard Lorden, Mr. & Mrs. ]. Loughead, Sona & Rennie Lykins, Dr. & Mrs.
Norayr Madanyan, Nuvart Maghakian, Mary Mahdasian, Hermine
Mahseredjian, Mourad Mahtesian, Sosy Malian, Seta & George Manjikian,
Katherine Manoogian, Hermine & Hagop Manoukian, Julia Manoukian, Herra
Marashian, Paula Matrderosian, Lucy Mardirosian, Knarik Markarian, Nora
Markarian, Shoghere Markarian, Zemi Markarian, Mr. & Mrs. Ohannes
Mavelian, Kathryn & Derek Mc Grath, Eugenia Megerdichian, Rita Mehos,
Mitchell Mekaelian, Anahis Mekenajian-Urik,Mr. & Mrs. John Melkonian,
Maureen & John Melkonian, Peggy Mendikian, Alice & Haig Merian, Mr. &
Mrs. Hrach Mesdjian, Lidia & Kevork Mesdjian, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mesrobian,
Juliette & Harry Milian, Arman Mimar, Marie & Minas Minasian, Aline &
Gregoire Minassian, Mary & Leon Mishmeshian, Agop Mouradian, Arshalouis
& Antranik Mouradian, Dr. Pierre & Mrs. Tamar Mouradian, Makruhi
Movsesyan, Mati & Ludwig Muschegian, Florence Nahigan, Mautice Najarian,
Ramela Najarian, Zabel & Tovmas Nakashian, Harry Nalbandian, Mr. & Mrs.
Zaven Nalbandian, Mary Narsasian, Valerie & Carl Narsasian, Victoria
Nazatian, Zvart & Kevork Nazarian, Ann & Gilbert Nersesian, Rose Nersesian,
Araxy Nigoghossian, Alice & Chatles Noorian, Helen & Aris Ohanessian, Mr.
& Mrs. Kevork Ohanessian, Lousik & Avetis Oundjian, Angele & Papken
Pakhchanian, Jean & Richard Papazian, Prof. Nishan Parlakian, Mary & Robert
Parsaghian, Mati & John Peca, Mary Pettit, Takouhie & Boghos Pidedjian,
Robert Podvey, Mr. & Mrs. Mark Pogharian, Nadya & Migirdic Poladian, Julie
Postoian, Ann Poteet, John Proudian, Garo Robine, Clara Russian, Nazareth
Sadorian, Mr. & Mrs. A. Sahagian, Aida Sahakian, Iris & Sarkis Sahatdjian,
Arpine & Samuel Samuelian, Kevork Samuelian, Henry Sanossian, Sara &
Sarkis Santourian, Mr. & Mrs. Zaven Sarafian, Hermine Sarkesian, Mr. & Mrs.
Harry Satrkessian, Sarah Sarkessian, Mr. & Mrs. Chatles Sarkisian, Bedros
Sarkissian, Ecaterina & Simeon Sarkissian, Mr. & Mrs. John Sarkissian, Margaret
& Arpiar Saunders, Edward Serebrakian, J. Shahbazian, Mr. & Mrs. Paul
Shahinian, Arsine Shahmelikian, Dr. & Mrs. Arto Shahrik, Mary Shalakian,
Zepure Shalian-Carpio, Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Simonian, Sosi & Ohanis Simonian,
Mr. & Mrs. Vartkes Sinanian, Violet & Nazareth Sinanian, Sonia Sorejian-
Westerhof, Mr. & Mrs. Steve Soukeyasian, Nevart Sourian, Spicer-Mullikin,
Takouhi & George Stamboulian, Mary & Peter Stathopoulos, Silvie & Robert
Stefan, Lucie Sunukjian, Marilyan Surmanian, Aravhat Tait, Mr. & Mrs. Leon
Takvorian, Liza & Krikor Takvorian, Nora & John Tarakjian, Arpi Tarpinian,
Dr. Andrew Tashjian, Daoud Tatoyan, Alice & Aram Tatusian, Anoush
Tavitian, Honarig & Sony Tavitian, Yeghsa & Kaloust Tavitian, Lucille & Kirkor
Tavtigian, Hourig & Noubar Tcheurekdjian, Sona & Kevork Tchobanian, Dr. &
Mrs. Kourken Tchorbadjian, Shake & Edward Tchorlian, Mr. & Mrs. Hrair
Tejirian, Dorothy & Vartkes Tekirian, Sirvart & Sarkis Telbelian, Dr. & Mrs. J.
Tezel, Silva Tikoyan, Dickran Tirakian, Egik Tirpanian, Mr. & Mrs. Michael
Topalian, Sr., Mary & Leo Topjian, Yeran & Garabed Topjian, Ohannes Torian,
Marie Turbendian, Dr. Isabelle Valadian, Ashkhen & Hagop Vanerian, Bertha
& John Vanishkian, Dr. & Mrs. Anthony Varjabedian, Rosematie & Antranig
Varjabedian, Mr. & Mrs. Dick Vartanian, Gloria Vartanian, Lena & Varoujan
Vartanian, Sandra Vartanian, Zaven Vartanian, Vahik Vartanians, Dr. & Mrs.
Harry Venedikian, Marianne Vezetian, Mary Viscomi, Zabelle Voskerijian,
Veronica Walker, Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Wanesian, Mr. & Mrs. Arshawil Yadkaryan,
Genevieve Yegeshian, Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Yeghiazarian, Vatche Yepremian, Mary
& Yeremia Yeremian, Berjouhi Yesayian, Marie Yessayan, Mr. & Mrs. Migirdic
Yigitkurt, Vartouhie Zabounian, Ardashes Zarikoglu, Varsen Zepka, Mr. & Mrs.
Arzerooni Zeroonians, Susanne & Randy Zitzman, Mr. & Mrs. John Zotian,
Mr. & Mrs. Boghos Zulikian
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Prelacy Calendar of Events:

Diarantaratch (Presentation of Christ to the
Temple), February 14. A traditional celebration of the
Feast will take place at St. Sarkis Church, Dearborn,
Michigan.

Clergy Ghevontiantz Conference, February 16-17,
hosted by Holy Trinity Church, Worcester, Massachu-
setts, with the participation of the Canadian Prelacy.

Ambassador Kirakossian — On February 20, 2004 the
Prelacy will sponsor the presentation of the book, The
Armenian Massacres, 1894—1896 U.S. Media Testimony by
His Excellency Dr. Arman J. Kirakossian, Ambassador
to the United States from the Republic of Armenia.
The presentation will be made by Dr. Richard G. Hov-
annisian, Professor of Modern Armenian History, Uni-
versity of California Los Angeles.

Blessing of the Foundation, St. Gregory Church,
Boynton Beach, Florida, February 29.

Mid-West Board of Trustees and NRA Delegates
Seminar, March 27 hosted by All Saints Church, Glen-
view, Illinois.

Musical Armenia, March 28, at 2 p.m. at Carnegie
Hall’s Weill Recital Hall, featuring Ani Kalayjian, cello
and Karine Poghosyan, piano.

Mothers’ Day Luncheon, May 3, sponsored by the
Prelacy Ladies Guild at St. Regis Hotel, New York
City.

National Representative Assembly will be held in
Philadelphia, May 19 — 21, 2004.

Armenian Religious Education
Council Programs

Bible Study at the Armenian Prelacy every 1% and
3 Monday of the month, from 7:15 p.m. to 8:45
p.m., led by Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Director of AREC.
Topic: The Gospel of St. Matthew. For information,
contact the AREC office at 212 689 7810/4481 or
arec@armenianprelacy.org

Lenten Program 2004 on Wednesdays of Great Lent
at the Prelacy starting February 25, co-sponsored by

the Prelacy Ladies Guild (PLG) — the theme for the
Lenten meditations will be The Family, in keeping
with the theme for the year 2004 as proclaimed by His
Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of
Cilicia.

National Conference for Christian Educators,
February 27, 28, 29, 2004, at the Wonderland
Conference and Retreat Center, Sharon, Mass. Theme:
The Soorp Badarak (Holy Sacrifice).

Day-long Seminar at St. Gregory the Illuminator
Armenian Apostolic Church in Granite City, IL, March
13, 2004, led by Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Director of
AREC. Theme: Badarak: Supreme Expression of our
Communal Spirituality.

Mid-Atlantic Adult Christian Education Program
at St. Mary of Providence Center in Elverson,
Pennsylvania, on the weekend of June 25 — 27, 2004.

St. Gregory of Datev Institute — 18" Annual
Summer Christian Studies Program for Junior & Senior
High School students will be held at the St. Mary of
Providence Center in Elverson, Pennsylvania, June 27
— July 4, 2004.

Armenian National Education
Committee Programs

Siamanto Academy meets every Saturday at the Ar-
menian Center, 69-23 47th Avenue, Woodside, New
York, 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The college-accredited
Academy offers Armenian language, history and Chris-
tian studies classes for high school students. For in-
formation contact Gilda B. Kupelian, Director of the
Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC):
anec(@armenianprelacy.org

Armenian Jeopardy Tournaments in the Mid-
Atlantic, New England and Midwest regions, February-
May 2004.

Armenian National Educators’ Seminar, August 28,
2004, New York.

Check the Prelacy website, www. armenianprelacy.org, for
up-to-the-minute information about events.
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