


From the Editor

OF BLESSED MEMORY

During the past ten months we have mourned the loss of four high-
ranking clergymen within the Holy See of Cilicia.

On November 30, 2003, Archbishop Sahag Aivazian, the Prelate of
Greece, passed away. A few days later, December 2, 2003, Archbishop
Mesrob Ashjian, who had served as the Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy for
twenty years, died suddenly while visiting New York. On April 30, 2004,
Archbishop Zareh Aznavorian, chairman of the Central Religious Council
and Director of Religious Education for the Holy See of Cilicia, passed
away. And just as we wete finishing this issue of Ouwtreach we received the
news of the passing of Archbishop Vartan Demirjian on September 9,
2004.

By modern day standards all four Archbishops were young with
Archbishop Zateh the youngest at age 57. But, as we know too well, death
knows no age.

The last issue of Outreach was devoted almost exclusively to the life and
work of Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian. That issue elicited many comments
from different parts of the country and many requests for extra copies. So
much so, that we have almost depleted our office supply.

A portion of this issue is devoted to remembrances of Archbishop
Zareh Aznavorian. Our community came to know and love Archbishop
Zareh because of the extended time he spent in New York for medical
care for the illness to which he eventually succumbed. During this time
Archbishop Zareh was very much a part of the life of our community. He
delivered lectures, celebrated the Divine Liturgy in some of our parishes
and graced us with his thoughtful sermons. Throughout this time, and even
after his return to Antelias, he continued his work—reading, writing and
translating;

The remaining pages of Owtreach are devoted to the National
Representative Assembly, the St.Gregory of Datev Summer Institute now in
its 19" year, the first of several regional adult seminars, the important issue
of clergy training, and an interesting conversation with a young Seminarian,
who will soon become a part of our future generation of clergy.

CROSSROADS

When Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian inaugurated Owtreach in 1978, soon
after he assumed the office of Prelate, we offered an occasional page that we
named Crossroads. This page, in the old tabloid-size format, was meant for
short items of news, especially from the Prelacy and our Parishes.

With our new format we expanded Crossroads and we now devote as
many pages as needed for the items we have in hand.

Now, since the beginning of this year, we have an on-line Crossroads,
which is transmitted to our email list every Thursday. In a short time we
have established a very loyal readership. We ate absolutely elated by the
wonderful response and feedback we have received.

If you would like to receive the weekly electronic Crossroads send an
email to info@armenianprelacy.org with “subscribe” in the subject line.

Incidentally, all of the previous issues of Crossroads are on the Prelacy
web site, www.armenianprelacy.org;

Finally, I call your attention to a special 16-page insert for the Prelacy
Bookstore featuring many new items suitable for holiday gifts or for other
occasions. ¥

INSIDE...

In Memoriam:
Archbishop Zareh Aznavorian 1-22
National Representative Assembly 23 — 36

The Preservation of Armenian Culture
At Hill Monastic Manuscript Library 37

Datev Institute: A School for

Armenian Christian Formation 39

Observations by Datevatzis 42

Mid-Atlantic Regional Adult Seminar 44

Clergy Training 46

Conversation with

Deacon Nishan Baljian 47
News from the Catholicosate 49
Crossroads 51

Front Cover: Archbishop Zareh Aznavorian

Back Cover: Bible Translation then and now. Inset
photo was taken more than 20 years ago when the
Bible translation project started. The larger photo
was taken about two years ago at the Prelacy. Both
photos, left to right, Archbishop Zareh Aznavorian,
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Rev. Dr. Manuel
Jinbashian.

OUTREACH
is a publication of the Eastern Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
138 E. 39® Street, New York, NY 10016
212-689-7810 / 212-689-7168 (fax)
e-mail: email@armenianprelacy.org

web page: www.armenianprelacy.org

His Eminence
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate

Iris Papazian, Editor
Khajag Zeitlian, Design

Mardirous Minas-Haftvani, Business Manager

Comments and/or editorial contributions may be mailed to
the attention of the editor Outreach, 138 E. 39" Street, New
York, NY, or by email to info@armenianprelacy.org or by
fax, 212-689-7168.

OUTREACH is published by the Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, 138 E. 39" Street, New York,
NY 10016. Printed in Canada. Postage paid at New York,
NY, and additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send address
changes to OUTREACH, c/o Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church, 138 E. 39" Street, New York, NY 10016.
ISSN: 1064-3087




T80V i»N2 filvd CeTd4a 46 2 143 Gdiin® Y
Archbishop Zareh Aznavorian
1947—2004

Wuynidny fuoupp upyph dwppniptiwb nu
uppniptiwl wnphip L, Ytwbph nbtin, swpkh
yuwypdwpnwd hhrwbnnipbwbg m jungtipnib
wnnnowgnighs pwjwuwd, npny dtiq (ntug dbp
Stpp 8huniu Lphuypnu, pubiny. «knip wpnkh
hulj Jwppniwd tp wyh fuouphlt hwdwp np
atigh huoutigwy» (3h 15.3):

ouNrt<L shhuunNMnu



Outreach

His Holiness Aram 1, members of the Cili-
cian Brotherhood, and mourners during funeral
services in the Cathedral of St. Gregory the
Hlumiinator in Antelias, 1.ebanon.
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The Catholicos performs the Extreme Unction,
anointing the forebead of Archbishop Zareb.
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Archbishop Zareh Aznavorian
1947—2004

His Eminence Archbishop Zareh Aznavorian, one of
the shining lights of the Armenian Church, passed
away on Friday, April 30, 2004, in Antelias, Lebanon, after
a brave battle to defeat the illness to which he finally suc-
cumbed. His Eminence was 57 years old.

Archbishop Zareh faithfully served the Armenian
Church as an ordained celibate priest for 38 years, most
of which was spent at the Catholicate of the Holy See of
Cilicia in Antelias, except for two years in Rome where he
pursued higher education and six years as the Prelate of
Cyprus.

Archbishop Zareh served as a professor of Biblical
studies in the Cilician See’s Theological Seminary and the
Hamazkayine Institute of Armenology. He has served as
the editor of Klatsor, the yearbook of the Seminary, and
Hask, the official publication of the Catholicate. He also
served as the conductor of the Catholicate’s Shnorbali
choir.

The Archbishop was the Director of the Christian
Education Department and also chairman of the Re-
ligious Council of the Catholicate of Cilicia. He was a
noted composer of both religious and secular music, a
gifted scholar, a Biblical translator, and author of many
textbooks and commentaries. He was considered to be
one of the most noted Biblical scholars within the Arme-
nian Church.

The Extreme Unction took place during the Divine
Liturgy service at the Cathedral of St. Gregory the Il-
luminator in Antelias, on Monday, May 3. His Eminence
Archbishop Souren Kataroyan, Prelate of Aleppo, cele-
brated the Divine Liturgy. His Holiness Catholicos Aram
I performed the final anointing and delivered the eulogy
in the presence of the members of the Cilician Brother-
hood and many hundreds of the faithful.

The casket was carried out on the shoulders of his
tellow clergy brethren and taken to the Zarehian Mauso-
leum for interment. His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan presided over the burial service.

Archbishop Aznavorian was born in Beirut in 1947
with the baptismal name Minas to Sarkis and Angele
Aznavorian. He became attached to the Armenian
Church from a very early age and knew that serving the
Church and God would be his life’s passion.

He was accepted into the Cilician Seminary in 1960.
One year later he received the four minor orders by His

Bible Translation:
A Project for All Seasons

The Old Testament remains half-finished. . .
Archbishop Zareh

Archbishops Zareh and Oshagan pursued the task
of translating the Bible into Western Armenian,
and with the passing of Zareh Srpazan the task re-
mains unfinished. I recently had occasion to speak
with Oshagan Srpazan asking him to give me a brief
history of the project and the future prospects for its
continuation.

“We started in the early 1980s and our intention
in the beginning was to translate only the Sunday
readings in our churches, which we did. While we
were doing this, gradually the idea of translating the
whole Bible came to us, so we contacted the Bible
Society about the possibility and asked for guidance
on the practical ways of beginning such a project.”

The Bible Society was very enthusiastic and they
sent a professional translation guide to teach the two
churchmen the method and style of translating. “For
us,” Archbishop Oshagan recalled, “the important
thing was to have a translation which would be ac-
ceptable to scholars and accessible to the average
reader. That was our approach from the beginning
and that is why we embraced the ‘dynamic equivalent’
style of translation, which means that we are not
translating the Bible literally. Rather we are giving the
whole meaning in the simplest way without entering
into interpretation.”

Early on they decided they would translate from
the original text. That is, from the original language
of the New Testament which is Greek, and the origi-
nal language of the Old Testament which is Hebrew.
“However,” Oshagan Srpazan said, “the Septuagint
and our Krapar version were always with us as an aid.
They were especially helpful in places where the He-
brew was not clear.”

The Archbishops had already decided that they
would eventually translate the Septuagint Canon,
which includes the New Testament in Greek and the
Old Testament in Hebrew including the 13 books not
included in the Hebrew canon. “Once we set these
goals and after some sessions with the professional
guide from the Bible Society, we began translating the
New Testament, which took us almost ten years be-
cause of our other responsibilities and obligations.”
The resulting translation is regarded by the Bible
Society to be one of the best translations done in
Armenian, as well as other languages.



With the New Testament completed, they started
the translation of the Old Testament, which was well
underway when Zareh Srpazan became ill. “Our
original goal was to finish the Old Testament by the
end of 2005, but the last two years we slowed down
and unfortunately now Zareh Srpazan is gone.”

Oshagan Srpazan will confer with His Holiness
Aram I who in turn will contact the Bible Society in
order to form a new group to finish translating the
Old Testament. “Rev. Dr. Manuel Jinbashian is the
Bible Society consultant that has worked with us. He
has been very helpful as a third party consultant. We
need that type of help. The actual translations were
done by Zareh Srpazan and myself.”

Srpazan acknowledges that it is difficult to even
think of continuing without Zareh Srpazan, but he
believes this will be the very best gift to his memory.
His final words were, “The Old Testament remains
half-finished.”

The parts of the Old Testament that are com-
plete are Genesis, Exodus, I and II Samuels, Psalms,
Proverbs, Jonah, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes and
many passages from the major prophets Isaiah and
Jeremiah.

Their New Testament translation has been pub-
lished in several printings: two in Lebanon, one in
Armenia, and one in Korea. The Book of Psalms is
also in print. The New Testament and Psalms were
rendered into Eastern Armenian by Professor Dikran
Gyourjinian and published in Armenia. Many people
in Armenia have said that it is the best translation
because they understand what it says.

Generally the translators would meet two ses-
sions per year, bringing together their own indepen-
dent translations, which they would compare and
correct. Each session would be two to three weeks
long, “When I was in Kuwait we would often meet
three times per yeat, but it became more difficult
when I became Prelate in the United States.”

Oshagan Srpazan again emphasized, “Our aim
is not a literary translation, but rather rendering and
presenting the meaning in the simplest way. As I said,
it must be acceptable by scholars and understood
by laymen. I hope we will be able to start soon to
complete this task that meant so much to Zareh St-
pazan.”

The back cover of this issue reproduces two
photographs: when the team started some two de-
cades ago and a translating session at the Prelacy
about two years ago. &

Iris Papazian

October 2004

Holiness Zareh 1. He was ordained to the diaconate in
1963 by His Holiness Khoren I and a celibate priest in
1966 by the then dean of the Seminary, Bishop Karekin
Sarkissian, and given the name Zareh, in memory of Ca-
tholicos Zareh I.

During this petiod he taught at a college level and
also continued his studies in music at the Conservatory in
Lebanon. From 1969 to 1972 he pursued higher education
in Rome and became a candidate for a doctoral degtee.

In 1972 he returned to Antelias where he was ap-
pointed vice-dean of the Seminary. In 1973 he became
one of the founders of the Shnorhali Choir, which was
formed on the occasion of the 800" anniversary of the
death of St. Nerses Shnorhali.

His Holiness Karekin I1, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, officiates
at the episcopal consecration of four bishops on May 18, 1980, in Antelias,
Lebanon. The bishops are, left to right: Aram Keshishian (now Catholicos Aram
1), Zareh Aznavorian, Yeprem Tabakian and Gorun Babian, Assisting His

Holiness at the altar during the service is Very Rev. Fr. Oshagan Choloyan, now
Archbishop and Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy.

His consecration as a bishop, by His Holiness
Karekin II, took place on May 18, 1980. Although the
Cyprus community wanted him to continue his service,
Archbishop Zareh wished to return to the Holy See of
Cilicia where he would be able continue his scholatly and
educational work.

In the early 1980s he began the Biblical translations,
which he passionately continued until his death. [See
separate story—editor].

He was elevated to the rank of Archbishop in 1995
by His Holiness Karekin II.

During his lifetime of service he held many impor-
tant positions at the Holy See. At the time of his death
he was the director of the Catholicate’s Christian Educa-
tion Department, and chairman of the Central Religious
Council.
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((S[1[1n2 N ilw[zlwil&w[zlilll_anﬁ[iil“il)): '-l[1[1uu_n[1b—



H[Iil LZ[ﬁl.g [ipplnffl, 2111_7[75[1?1 4mul[flull: Fung ﬁ’il‘g
Luncpp b ulleﬁ&» b ((Eilmplnul annl[lufil“)), nlz lfél[ﬂ
1{[1[11111_11[1175, n§ nlg[1 Il_;‘lr l.uulnl le l.uiu}uuf Zul[n{l.u[[[igz
uil&w‘{il 4[711_1.u51.u1_, @wanbng [1[1 Luill[[n_flg b QL=
iuullbg [1[1 Luu’uwmwil.gg. .. Jwil&ilnl_ulé' [1[1 S[lpﬂf:

‘RH’LQIZ. [ifl@ lf[ifl.g, &[in.@lipnl_rl_ 1/'4‘2, [r[zpln_ ulfloﬂ
Cnllulfl[lLﬁ, l[uul:gll_ prgng 2".!4[7’[1 lllilz;‘f, 4I1l;LI11{I}
blll.lla' 4[1:112:[11_[}. wif kT lftl[ I{lun_l.u& u[wmanq_‘ pbofrn-
mnl_ﬂlﬂuiu} ll.uuiml.-[nu{, J;‘J-l";‘q l[ﬁlﬂuJ [Jml[nJl[,
uiLum[uuum‘ ll?gnl_blnl_ bbw’b@-?ﬁﬂﬁn1{7:

G uull[ulﬁl Julfll[ulpé’ uu_ullnnligulfl [1[1 ulfuul_ullnn
oplipE. ..

Pug fypr guislyusy dwpru’ bppop fp opbpp i wewsp-
infils, bppnp wuigncfun Snqfi Sppnd fp o bpeg -
Tty hplyfa- bpp nulphSfrn hlatpf pupp ulp yplned
b bl Epp Snqbabh wp wwpopp focpf Sud puk
he b

ul_l.u’ll, 1[1z[1nl_bglu1_ u:.u:[1n[1£, ll_l.-n_ 0[117[1E S -

uuub'...

October 2004

* % %

ety

ﬂpﬂmLiI ll,[uf[nf Fulgﬁ ,glnllf;‘ UUanula' [uf: ﬁnl_
‘gE, lr[ILll l[;‘p‘gbpﬂLll l[[ou.. . 8lllLE UlilqlllpﬂflﬂL[;bl”il,
np wpfyky Yufdfy dp oqoepy faepnd qfwghly fp
Splipgneny opfFubpp: Ugh opfdubpp, npeip dfu g
[1[1il, Fﬂlﬂp[lil. ..
(([1111[14[11}Lul1ulilg)) iln[uuu[uull[ l.lllll.ll.gblulﬂl{ LfE 4ul[1£u—
llll.llglllL, FMIJH l}/}ul’ lrbqﬁ, I111 llll‘LlllLbl lllll‘glllllll.llgl.llil‘g\

JULNRFUT ULRETRUGNING

2WUQGLEULY ...

<<]Uu12u111gbu11f nln ‘P‘phumnub
bu pliy GLpG puquinpbuf...»
(OphGniphil Lwdopkl Unwfhing)

SULHPUS ULrGL U- ULR- UQVURNIEULH

wlwgnfr dp pifeh pupdwd  funpugppp wig-
n_ulfu{iuugilt bpl[ﬂL‘gE‘ «<hvoMhy Ec «hLOMh
hIrGLy-
lllilll_"Ll l[lillﬂllmﬂL'g:

Ube, qui'un ube § [leppufd 30 uypfy 2004-p, bpp
gy wifbpu’y wpugopht iy Susfuprl Uhifdfoyfranl s
qhpry Ynp Swpgulpulibkpoe nenlul dp fp Sk
«hpu’c k... [uph k... wgupwl yn i [ pukfip [
l.llLbl[l YL 4‘ .. lfbiﬂg lrbmq l[ﬂ [ul.ull;‘[lil.g- 4

Ulssnp hlpuyny Swhpugus § U gpufubpfis
dfFunpnpunp: Up puisp d puupuiisbpy i bpjdutp o b-
Swntpusn Gopr own” by gurwlygne [Ffutiisbpp gu il
(e b pp dfupfFupneFudp afiginebypne: b~
gy np wd Eubh pupy pilig fpplibpncd Sudwp fuly fun-
Sulpusis g rd dpp miifr, dfusgls pusiife dys o fssig -
qpncfFpliubpp lp Swngrpy b Runbpp lp o wSwhbh
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b snfippulpustips dfp dfu i g e G sl §: Yrestadfils

hp [Prqniip LbSufuunp ke fuliphl puhfie 059 4

ik, [P FbSbpnch fpSwlmwd b puluf fpkiy

Jusfrgne[pubibibpp wnubd il ofugbyly ne ppblyg -
* K *

Ny glokbp §: duopp prncf@luds JL9 4 pilygdus:
Ubsbwlibpney  pnjubpp  dwpwd b5 gfybylibyne
Swrdusps [F4 by dlipp bunfils § ke dbyp wfrpbyfs Uppusgu-
bk Susdup wmpmnd Yhubpp sfunf gupnchwlh
(g, gt pus s prusg dpp Frogre g, gup dbp dfupuiion-
[Pl Sy wbinp b spulih fnf@ngbyne Swdwp fp gh-
qunulys” pp gbpdwpg ot 8pgbpnd whuncws
wnuiplibipps jrgufis phpbyne upaduwpulngpn@hundp-
npnfSkmbe, funwd bdy np wlwg filn fluwn Fiwgué
qrpdhp pp Swwlpmpgfgfh L9 Spupniwms G -
Snfib:

Ne fyp Fmupbpbad [34 193055 fr ofbops g o prosfume -
Plesibp be afupncfduiibp pudfl filud By g
quipuenp U Ufdnnfis, ne wyy prgnpfi SE98% i qre-
gopgncfl Quphks GufFngplne b Qupks Upp)
Guyfrlyrgru, npniip nfrypmluiioph vyfunfs i fu-
gligre(Fleusts b uppne [Howh quguf@ubp: Gewlw i nep-
newmgdncf Swpgulpwl JIp o, ((.2Lupb4. ..
wugfg fbuwbpny ne fuqulsne dwSnf gnjugws
ulflnl_il[ﬁl 4uu_ulu11.ul11fnl_ﬁ[n_ilil 4‘[1 l.u[nl_[ioﬁ‘g. A

urwnw-

* % *

Ubp opymps d59, nppu’te [Fhpunpuljuts § wh-
qpuguniy Guy Glhbgbyeny sppugul Swgpbpn
frlwminne [Hhuts, bpp Gwpaliingfl J5) Rpfunnf
Suwtibipline Yremplowpilipned ncfpncms qupulpu-
Uil Eufdufur s fipps quigh i dobik «Rryprp U plinsg-
Ubpnchy, wdbl dwdwhwlbpne pppomnbbwSbp
srvunphpuljunls hnplf duubimlpy qundpne $po-
chplyd, nprh wpdwlenpugngh dunolpnpyhb-
pbu dpy Swhfumgue QupkS Uppuquwip’ Gl
Rpfrmnup puugmlpy qunimpn ke wgdd whnp $bn
[Fusrgunplynf:

bp puagulygne[Honss nefunpl gopupbyfs duspidl-
gredubpll dfil by gl wpuilp, bpp pp fkpQft mnch-
qupdfl dbly op bunp, Neppufd, 23 Usypfyfs o
ik, Tuufu wl ne dwfs pugniliilipp gnyg mncwe,
usioudiigbyms. Sunbup (3 figubu Sy dpeatl wi-
Swd b unnbipop bt nenwd Lp, ke glunng unimu @l o

12

fp wnwe ne QunpSuljuy Bd. Sknu phph...» 3 Ufwy:
Bfbgh (75 8niuniwpf, Qquipwh Uppuquihy wp-
v bfy quigy Gufpupmnufs J59 ke piligpmd. «Quiphd
Uppuquispy muwplp- Gproumgbdd i £y:

Vgl fits e fopr gusppelygre i by sl
swgue df9u, bpp Gupwfd, 1 Uwgfufis, gfybpo gl
o"uuflipl.l_nl_ﬁl?ulil Eiiﬁmﬂeﬁfl, lflip Sﬁpﬂz 3['"I1LLI
Rpfunnup gupndfFbus Sncppnowd be by ful Foypk-
Juslipps LY Fhgf unpibgnegud Uewg QpShne[Fhub
qupuluifiy punbpp Qupdlp wyg wnmcom fipkh Su-
dup hpy Sugkph. «Ogumlywh phgncibyp bybe pd $Ep
[l frspplyrefFputs- ww § fuf Yunnews, be sponwenph-
gly quuy: Punminpoid dp, np qhpuguiyg Sucw-
il e [Flundp iy Ylwbipn'of fwmuply be fp Swe-
wwdd np fp quipniwlh funwpbuy fp sfhplnc @bl
Sppng widfulyuss dinkpdncfFhwt FE9, Yool
Fll.ln_lianiI [lpl[ilnl_ﬂ[nud'F. ((84"[1, l[lluuu4 778 np pu-
prfFpling ke QunpSpy whmpulpn uypnf pyja fp-
Ju” npubugh hbwbppy wilpngd mbengnFhwb ww-
ﬁulp[nl_ zf{‘f Ffuul[[uf)) (U'l 23.6):

Zareh Srpazan officiates at the ordination of Der Bedros (right) and Der Boghos
in Antelias on June 8, 2003

* % *



frgrdpin B89 Guugpfy dusprpusphnefFlhut wpdugut-
ap fp Frogne pp b’ fpp vy Foud be dub-
cacfdfuls hpky ne gpupgupnckgue, pugg b plpoip
gpugue: Unpfdnckyne mmpniny ngpuuph wbu, fp
furqruglbprcy wn b doch kg dwppf b’ wgl-
u[“u Flipulilﬂ ZFILIHMIL» (bl-l 53.7):

Archbishop Zareb gives Communion to the faithful at the Cathedral in Antelias.

ﬁilZMig‘mu lfnn_iu.ul zLUJF ,2Lu[1[i4£, ’)-qpln[wi:#[: lfbp
Fupqfbp hp wympmmgplp gnpgncd puplo@hudp b

ullill.l, lFIll.lIL lrli[1 an l]lnllll[ulpluil[l nLunLgﬁm:
Lrllllllbulllqulil umeulPlllilillF[lﬂL llll‘LlllLbl &wilo[;ﬂL‘
[J[lLiIU* ﬂ[1”1l4bu1bL, ﬂLULuiIﬂIZLUqLUiI opbpnl_il Luilrlilg
iy Ybrusbappts FEY unbuabal wiimtg opfulybyfe g bgbylyu-
iyl h[F{drnd
kgl pulbpibpa wyfunf fbpgpo by, [P fugybu fy-
Quiyp Qupklp- wl nfuqwpp’ npoch hp &qinkpihp
Tl sy

October 2004

* * ¥
pulncws Bip prynpu, nppws Gy gbybylpwig fp
wquip b Swmulyfs Sban fuiighng ne pundp dwgufh
d4 Sugnyg wqofdnyp, wibwmmpuingp, pupngfp,
bpudfyinp, dwpgp be dwbwewiy ZA6RNPULU-
UL, npnch Sulipugngl wbal § fbpuguincws Sy
Gllbygeny duduibimlymlyfrg fofirpf D upfits S4P:

Upupopht puniws §, [P fupupusiighup dwl fip
Sk fyp plph Bwbe fip dfupfFupn i Gp Q-
s, [F4 prpnppu dfufpfFupon [Pl wwfl vgpfepp
wi b pprgnc[Fpulit §y np duplyu frophh ki pd gl fr-
snulpurhiop by ngfitig fuluynibgu: Uppugquisfl wnng-
SnefFputsp f bpulpuitigaliyne Sunfwp: puly bplpnpyg, b
wekyfy kS Sng bl puicmpupoc Gty wgb §y np fp
prifuliguly fluipn hpgue Sbnbfy Rpfumnof ke
urrssprlyus gy gl 8 Fupnn [Fhlip, [F4 <o mpooe-
qh [uSh Swnuyby whnp § [idf Sk, b fldf S
rasgnigp vpfunfs pypug St e b hp gt puls e Gy
[ wyfunfr ypuinnck [ f Swmwgngpy (84 12.26):

Uyu opbpnih, bpp Ghbykghl wuwlpm b guipne-
[Fleuss gusqfFuslyasls s banfund fip pliplypf, Do Y-
pliwff prunkipp fpkh Swndwp fp Shghs fipp J4Q bagring S
qkqbp qlphgdul qhbpne dhp qund spupaalppine -
[Pt pufFwgpfs- GFE Rppumnup hgnpy bpuip’
bpty ybu Thnbkyn, Bnghuybo fpkh hgnpy wfef e
lwﬂ@‘ [tpbii Shn Jl.upnl_[JﬁLil llllLilbl"l{)) (zn_ 65):

Ubptif Uppurquit, ggupnefFpod....

vUrey 6. ULGRUR2EUL

l]lnuil,g[l 1]'4‘2 4Lu5[1 /73 ll_[1uuf[1 umpl[nl_ﬁ[u_ilﬂ
ll_ulil:
Progy dff mwp, dngninepy, np dupyfl kg
frbig qwln huy by ne g hubing B e 317[1 -
b qunlpiipyr'o § np dwpyg &, by qunph pp
dwpqlyne [FEubt w i puly fuyplbubfl’ bpp pp
20.L62 ULPREWBPUSNING
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JEL2PL SUURNBIU UUSNRUOUCLOGUL UL UL MU
20068 ULRETPUSNING U2VURNIEULRY

r Luilnl_luiuu[lp[ﬁl‘ l’,‘[nuiuuzbn[#: ,2111[1[74 l[lu[}n:ll‘l-

llnu[lfl 7ufulil, ,2Lu11[74 up@[iu[[lul[nulnu[ﬁl fl[ipl[ul-
Jnl_ﬁlnuil Y/ T2 4uufulll 4nz}lnfuuul_n[1 4m[1uuuugnl_1f
4‘[1 ne Ll_lrpwq_anl l[ul'!bl‘g: G Lutfbflnrlnlnf S!'_['E zilrl[l'
4[.‘5 L ,Ql.up174 U.gulilzbl[l 4ulJ[1Lu1qu[1fl ”]4:{[1111.[3[1 I]
Uulpq_[lu bl[lnllrgl_nJ 4n1{n1_1.uullru1wlll.uil l[bpy_[lil u.ngb-
lnLﬁlillIil‘ «Pupp blpmp, d ESunpun SEpy nifuwliing-
ilbpnl[ r}[ufwl_npnlz Llil.uu‘ll.uil[lilbp;‘il lf[:il [l Fl.l.l[ll'
MLUannLﬁ[ILiIE nLiIbilllll;‘ 40 uuup[lfllip [im@, il &I -
tln4n1_[5‘bwil gryg m[tulw[r‘ 01111[[11171 ap,gbul[:ul[nuln-
u[lil L zl.lIJF ”mzmnﬂ[ﬁl $Ein I}ll.ln_illll'![l prﬂ L=
[rulpy b Fhpld mwgbupulfpy Fwlnowh Sfpubik-
[1[1Lil 1/'4‘2 quijpneng ,2111[1174 ap‘gbul[ull[nuinu[rfl, [1[1
bpl[[uul_np [[I.'l.uil@[l 1{[7[12[121 znl_pf snpu uuf[nlilb[nn_il‘
7,[11_ bnﬂg ‘gulfll.l.l‘g[lil 1]‘4‘2: alf[luirbp npnilg [1L[1Lu@u.lir
2[11_[1 L 0[1[1Lulil $Eun ull[l.uiuumbu lnlluil
4UILLULI‘1#, Jrgu o u4'[1 ﬁwn_m?m‘(ﬁnll u.uloﬂ‘gfllrpnl_‘
Pusgfrprpsfragbs dfitighe Yeinpusgfu, puly opp fpfly-
iuufuulnljl Lf[uuFLu‘l'uullLu‘l'J lllnuil.g[: FﬁL[lblZulll,nJil
Lllz_l.ugnl_lﬁllipnl_ Jn[nl_lu4nu ulpmulJLUJlﬂnLﬁbluil\ nur-
ﬂwlangnLlfﬁ e wap({nLlf[l, [1 [unpng ulun[1 Lf[nfnl_ilf-
'ill?[nn. e 4ulln1_lf[l: alfﬁufllip, npnfl# lu[[ulfuumliu
anl.uil ulllﬂllLlua'l.llzhLilZ[l ﬁ‘l.llpll,lrluilzll Luflflllnl_il l[uuf—
‘F[Iil, g lf[lu.lﬁl 4["_6'nrl lfl.umillr[rnll l[ﬂ ﬂwpq_tfwir{‘[l
«rnmnifnpfr qpppp, vy bpp o pugfon £ g g -
l[l.uil le 4bnw<§WJflnll [111 il[iﬂg[lil ulnn.ﬂl[nufﬂ l[ﬂ
JulJmil“p, LUlfbilulJil [uw:luulnl_ﬁ[iuufF |7 ll.l[1[ll1L—
ﬂlruuf[z LUUanLUé’ulzilzbl.ul u.l'lpil wipprg iy IIE uyuin -
[uulilt[ﬁ- <<.9L—'°u l[ul["l_l.uglub' kS elupni[lz‘ (}‘nllnl{nllﬂ
[1212 l[’ﬁu“' ((ulf!;il Fluil[1 o"tutfulfuul[g l[wJ. o"uufluiuu[l
l[l.uJ é’fl[ilnl_, J‘uufulfuul[ llulJ lfl?njll?lnl_...)) (d-ll 3‘2 ):

Lb[uufl .gul[nul[ﬂl lf;‘g lfbp St[’ﬂ un[n{bgnl_g, [6‘4“
«”ll nn q_npé’unl_p;‘ llllllan[lpluilillipE /73 nLlI"Lgluil;‘,
JES u[[1u1[1 annL[l l.up.gul.{nl_ﬁ[uuil d‘;—g» (”m 519): ﬂ[1—
‘gl.llil l[ﬂ &zlfl.llplllﬂL[l lll;‘[lﬂLilluqulil [uou.gﬂ [111 Quir -
uuup[uf &wan[lil\ ,2wpb4 up‘gliu[[lul[nu[nu[ﬁl 4w1fl.ul1:
l]'bv', l.an' FLun_[ﬁJ b[14[1uu_n[1 |73 bpl[i:mJ[lil 4u1u[[1.u5n-
llnl_ﬁbuufF: u[n}lup[n_ ulllluil({ilnL[Jbl.UiIll ll[lll4[i[1nLiI
uuf!;il ul‘l'u}l.utl' pr llE [un[uuunl_tlnl_[nf [lfl_gflnl_ﬁlnuflu
dfp fughlft J8Y, fbpumypline whgnequlml upu-
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Shpp U- Sngengy bofdimpfibut yunpspibpny jfgpu-
LI1[1I1Lllla' lflipoplrulJ [in.uuf[ié’ulp JES llullnl_luul[nn[lil
b, —Lfmbplfnl_ﬁlnuil JZ‘S lf[lzl." zl[ﬂl_g l[nzblnl[ «FESy,
s spumar s pusg by gl U@y
lepwllwﬂgﬁ Full[E u[ulpﬁln_l.u4uluulll l[uliu.ljuué" wi-
l[brlé'nl_ﬁ[n_il .73 llumLuCnl_ﬁ["_il ﬁb[lzilanl l[ﬁ[lm 4u.lJ-
lnug@ru[, l[liluil@ nr l[npnl[ uln_ﬁnll ll[lllJé'l.l.lll &ll.l.{ilnl[,
[uLuiu}LUIZLuuuuil.g ne Ltnpnll wipn g g Luill[lnzé’ =
2uul_nl_[1nl_lfnl[, [uuuluul o"u[[unnl[ nllnllnl_fl lZ.;‘ll:gE -
u[uuufufwil 11174 u_glnfuu_n[r[lil, 4lqw[un‘ wumnLwd -
u[lupq_[n_ [1[1 #pﬁumnﬂbwl 4uu.uun@nl[, uulll_luJ[ﬁI ﬁb@-
ilnL[]buufF |73 4uufl.u1fu1[1r}lll.u‘([1il mpd‘;‘#ilbphL LH’1—

Zareh Srpazan working on bis scholarly projects in his room in Antelias.

snulygne [Houdp: Ul disg dfrgen fbu b wyuinfe plipu
Sury Elybnkging b uwnniSng whniwh, nop np Jisky
b gnpdby: Unghfuly bpp dwSwgne Speabgnfdfnip
wlbqgopbt hp dupunlp qylbanbibiyne Suseunpp ufuny-
buiips b o p@lghbiyne ynyufs wpunnpnggp, Sunduly Jhéne-
Pl bp’ bpp wpmwuncwfFnp wipbpny wb bbpngne-
[Pl hp prigplp pp squunSumnmd gl Fhuly Sw-
s, el manphs glysnp By qpulienplipndy Sunfup $n-
qlilipy Bl bgulyuls (L i fumspSoulyasls gy by ilippr:
Uks Lp Quipkl Uppuquiiip npugbu dinwenpulyu:
Ligupduly no funp §p fpp dimmenp wpugupp pusgd-
qub pluqucwmnbbpne d59: bp fuouplls ne gpoe-
[Fuing JEY iy qruugnebp punwly dinwmdncd, Sumnunn
Sudrngred b nppulpu’ Sbqfimlo e §p pinp b



froupl shbpbgulnc[FEUE np Swhdwy Swlpshbpne
dwgunnimbibpne L) hp wcwplhs Sbnunlnn fp
pughutinprgduty: Ynp ne S mwpphkp hgncibpne
wnfyppugnid b bnp bppugbply hgnch fip Sdumugnedp
(v gl of fusgne [ 3t § v negqne o p: Phgybo
dgn, pusgy b uiig Ufe Grppb Lfspuiits of bpff
wnnch qupdfy Swdwpnclubpn qpppbp finfusgpbyp
o npdkyne gngurf, fp dig wiEub gnegfyg du-
unclipp qfunne[Fhwd Fyumdwpue P npolubl,
np hp Swesnnwp ghppf uppocffhub, b gy appne-
Phetp SoqnppnFhwl Ulwlh pugfubine wirophyn: -
[Phusis:

Uks Lp Quphs Uppluypulinuynup npuybu Sngben-
puslputs: Py wnwpfiigupy e uppalfigug ofwp-
ertfs g wpmpllyn b wdpupp puppnd, ppoduppo-
dupnip nudnidubpny, povphpnf ne gnpdhpmf
Gpljpenpfh ubplypmynefGfutp hp grpughlp wbfunfp
wd §ipfs lyfoutspits L9z Uy wpussnprususn §pr oo ghe-
(e’ Ungufwly grbynd pp qnpdh e Swliqfump: Udb-
Gy Swlipupunc[Foudp b negugpnFhads
(25 fpby qpelnogpy, foq by wiinp, dfipin upunnpum
pusp b, qbykgflpi n fubd i m@inpg by Y-
nesmdugfils Jinplpny gugffud prpupny Gu-p .-
[Phusts, SkgnefFbudp Swnwgne [Pl Lupdign
bp ws” dfrgun fwpisgnypfs bunfis SpSnutopn gfunkyn
ugyny qrémpuincdp: Ypgup §pone whugun pp dp-
s nige [Foundp, qunnngnefFoundp ne prouprf: g
furewsd pypusgre] 8l mpnnn [Pl fpuyg, fogpl wd
grémgne [Pty wiywSwfulgpp be winbShp' wh fp $b-
s by ne gl S puslpun® be g k-
gl quwsh me Syummlyp f 36y Gu-p uipe k-
el Uy’ Quiphks Uppbupulnunofs §nefFfptp bp-
[Prusfbognemd Lp wnmncadayfiin, ke fip Spapo-
qpfpl, Jbpupbpdnchphl, Y o lpughl phgdf5n
by Busrseg gL of byl g filape:

Bydwppen dhsnfFoul prepugfi d59 o flyuiguns
Quphl Upprusgquisfs mg i Sosfrusnodonsforling s s Ysssmrne-
Sy Suwks, Skufl b fupyg mo Quhinfs Swlg b Gp-
qlygnqnefdbwl wpulnch quygppbbp, swplocsgbbp
Yud  Elybgbgulwibibp  wipocFynmn @bl Gk
wiuguspliph Sknbewbpd] quipulyule dp bfFh ufuuy
bpagbf fjund qlagsb b, fupdLp pp uppnp iy fngl
U [#6 frgne snusp by quupnclonly, (Sulygne [Foundp
Sundpbpulfy Snqbenp bqpop’ Suyp Qyuljuwifls, wh

October 2004

Spusmmsprunly by YofFusg prliuy quspuljusliikpne Sunnnplikp,
npubagf Qubinbwcnpocp ne squySan by bpgbgn-
qrifpuip Swy Suscunnph pllip el Stud G-
Upl' npubu pulcnp spumpug piSugnewd wn
Uuinnws: Gupmbdwfiigfy §p Quimnisng fuouph
arlosas gpuas gy smasprand sl sty Ruaprgp b Swdl v v's ol usp-
Sl [Houls be v'g pp whdpls s mpuiibiph (Sl
Spy wgy nnsnndny hlbguisp fuoupfis gfsfoyruse e~
pupuwpncdp’ Uncpp Spugfis ne dbpopbusy libubpf
sprpdumnngfFut pigdbQEsy Yumnncdng pupdpugi-
1Y dwpnflyp: BamnemSwynihgh quppingfi S5
plpliugms pp proupbpp puspuul Lfibs i ppmenp $n-
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Zareh Srpazan comforts a_young child.
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A Tribute to Archbishop Zareh

any years ago as a student in junior high school,

I remember sitting in the school library on a very
beautiful spring afternoon and browsing over several
volumes titled, People of Destiny. These books were
biographies and stoties of some of the greatest people of
our time and the everlasting legacy that these individuals
left upon the whole of humanity.

As I think of those words, “people of destiny,” today
some 34 years later, the one person who immediately
comes to mind is His Eminence Archbishop Zareh
Aznavorian of blessed memory. My fondest and most
unforgettable memories of my days as a student in
Antelias were spent with this truly faithful, devoted and
humble servant of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and
the Armenian Church.

In this short journey of life there are those we think
will be with us forever. We are reminded, however, that
life deals us a very different and stark set of realities.
Zareh Srpazan was indeed one of those who I thought
would be with us forever. Although he was taken away
from us much too soon, he is only separated from us
physically. His legacy will live on for generations to come
because he was a “person of destiny.”

Destined to be remembered not only as a great
theologian, Biblical scholar, composer, writer, and teacher,
he will be remembered above all else as a devoted, humble
and unassuming servant of the Lord. He was a great
priest whose greatness was in his humility.

Anytime Zareh Srpazan was in our midst, you
genuinely felt the presence of a saintly and humble
bishop, one who commanded a providential presence,
but lived in sincere faith and humility.

I sincerely believe that what truly defined Zareh
Srpazan and his endless devotion and love for the Church
can be found in the works of St. Augustine where he
wrote, “God became man so that man would be like
God.”

Our Church has suffered a great loss with the passing
of Zareh Srpazan. The greatest way we can perpetuate the
memory of this truly modern day saint is to continue to
be above all else dedicated to the Gospel and the mission
of the Armenian Church—the church he loved and to
which he dedicated his life.

Sirelee Srpazan Hayr, may you rest in peace and go
before us to prepare a place for us in the house of our
Father.

Rev. Fr. Vartan Kassabian
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This is the last photograph of Zareh Srpazan. 1t was taken during the time he
was in New York undergoing medical treatment in March, 2004.

«2phuppnotmphiop ghpuqubguw-
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wupquubu qquupniptiub b sw-
thuinpmiptil Yp hpuhpk dwpnp,

it witjh gwhunnpnipbwd Jhoypp'a
ni. guip’t dty, pul nipuwpunipbwb:»
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Beloved Zareh Srpazan
by Tom and Annie Hoglind

Be/oﬁed ZLareh Srpazan,

We miss you so much! Last Friday evening our
lives stopped for a while, and our hearts cried. You left us
and went to be with God. God the Father loved you so
much that He could not be without you. But at that mo-
ment we felt that we could not be without you. We would
have loved to have you stay with us for many, many more
years.

Beloved Zareh Srpazan,

You were always there with your great smile and
always so encouraging. It was a feast to go and see you
at the Catholicosate in Antelias—something we looked
forward to. For you there were no insignificant people.
You gave significance to everybody and we all felt it so
strongly. You made us feel that our fleeting lives are infi-
nitely significant because we are remembered by the One
who hears our prayers and sees our very hearts long be-
fore other notice, long after they have stopped listening.
You reminded us that we live out our lives as a part of
Gods story, and to His glory.

Beloved Zareh Srpazan,

Yes, you were part of God’s story. God, our Father,
had given you so many wonderful gifts and you were
more than willing to share them with others. Your love
for music was evident in your own compositions and
sharagans (chants). These will live with us.

Beloved Zareh Srpazan,

Perhaps most of all you will be remembered for your
work on that wonderful new Armenian translation from
the Armenian Krgpar (Classical Armenian) Bible. Your
work made us realize that it was, and always will be, the
same Word of God, sacred and contemporary, and well
understood by a new generation of Armenians. The Holy
Spirit certainly guided you and made this new translation
of the Holy Scriptures, complete with the greatest of il-
lustrations, into a new “Krapar” that will be a wonderful
blessing to the Church. Truly a masterpiece and every
time we use it we remember that you, Zareh Srpazan, put
your whole life into it.
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Beloved Zareb Srpazgan,

It was your desire to see that the children of your
church knew God our Father. We remember visiting you
at the Bird’s Nest Orphanage and what a joy it was for you
to serve your Savior right there. There, as well as in the
department for the Sunday schools of your church, you
and your co-workers displayed such joy and love working
toward the same goal — reaching this new generation.

The Year of the Bible in 2003 was your idea and the
purpose was to make all people of the Church realize that
the Asdyadzashunch, the breath of the living God, wants to
speak to us and how we need it to come alive in our lives,
young or old. It became your final legacy to us here in
Lebanon. Now it is up to us to experience the Breath of
the Living God just the way you had.

Beloved Zareb Srpazan,

You are gone, but through you we came to know a
person who loved so much and showed us that God is
merciful and that while we were dead because of out sins,
God loved us so much that He made us alive with Christ,
and God’s wonderful kindness is what saves us. God
raised us from death to life with Christ Jesus, and he has
given us a place beside Christ in heaven. God did this so
that in the future world He could show how truly good
and kind He is to us because of what Christ Jesus has
done. We were saved by faith in God, who treats us much
better than we deserve. This is God’s gift to us, and not
anything we have done on our own. It isn’t something we
have earned, so there is nothing we can brag about. God
planned for us to do good things and to live, as He has
always wanted us to live. That is why God sent Christ to
make us what we are.

Beloved Zareb Srpazan,

Your life glorified God the Father and we are fortu-
nate and blessed to know you. We cherish the memory of
a truly great man in the service of the Church.%

Tom and Annie Hoglind were friends of the late Archbishop Zareh
Agzmnavorian. Tom is associated with the Bible Society of Lebanon.
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Message to the National Representative Assembly (translation)

The Family Gives Expression and Meaning to Identity and Personality...

by Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan

‘ x Jith thanks, joy, and appreciation I greet all of you

on the occasion of the National Representative
Assembly of the Eastern Prelacy and offer the heartfelt
wish that our work at this Assembly will be steady, practi-
cal, and helpful as we focus our thoughts and work on our
Church and the advancement of our people and direct
our efforts in a straight-forward and purposeful manner.
I have special words of thanks on behalf of the Re-
ligious and Executive Councils, our parishes and faithful,
for Philadelphia’s St. Gregory Church, the pastor Rev. Fr.
Nerses Manoogian, Board of Trustees, and sister auxiliary
organizations for the hospitality they have extended us
making our environment both comfortable and enjoyable.
We extend our sincere appreciation to the St. Gregory
Church community, which is one of our Prelacy’s most
solid and active communities—a community that has al-
ways been helpful and supportive of all of our programs
and efforts. Our heartfelt thanks to all.

* K

We are all aware that His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos
of the Great House of Cilicia, proclaimed 2004 the Year
of the Armenian Family. The family within its narrow and
wide meaning consists of us individually and collectively
in a national and universal understanding,

Above all else, it is the family environment that pro-
vides identity to those living in that family; it is the family
that instructs and prepares the family members for life.
Although our identity is an index of our inherited genes
through the centuries, it is also an expression of our en-
vironment, education, example, image, and imitation. The
genes belong to our parents—the mothers and fathers
of our families. The education and the imitation initially
belong to the family environment, then to the school and
society. Therefore, both our genes and our early educa-
tion come from the family. A child born into a family
that is strong, stable, balanced, enlightened, advanced and
rich in moral ethics, will give expression to these qualities.
In other words, it is the family that gives identity to the
individual. It carves his or her personality and character.
Besides being inherited, character is also received and ap-

plied.

So with these indisputable parameters, the family
forms a society, a collective community, a people, a na-
tion, the anchor for the individuals who will form a com-
munity based on their separate identity and character.

* %

As the children of the Armenian nation, we carry so
many genes, beginning with Haig, that give uniqueness to
our physical, spiritual and intellectual capabilities.

Physically, our biological composition is unique to
the Armenian model with its physique, blood, from head
to foot, from the bones to the muscles and the bodily
organs. We take on the genes of the attributes of our par-
ents, as well as the influences of geography—the location
of Armenia, the climate, soil and water. There is no doubt
that this posterity is not false; otherwise we would have
had the influence of those races that were cast within us
through inter-marriage with our neighbors with whom we
lived for thousands of years.

As important and perhaps more vital is the inheri-
tance that comes to us spiritually and intellectually. It is
here that little by little the universal and ethical values are
crystallized, that are advanced in a religious and ethical
understanding, which make us resemble that universal
international person and in a common way resemble
each other. The words of Haig Nahabed, “I prefer to live
free,” has its parallel in Biblical understanding with many
nations’ experience and the modern day “human rights”
and similar ethical questions. Principles and values are the
anchor that formed profound and intricate roots for the
physical, spiritual and intellectual construction of our in-
ner world, and we are recognized as Armenian with our
distinctive appearance and identity.

The person born and raised in an Armenian family
is obligated to form relationships with the greater fam-
ily—his or her nation—and humanity in general.

In emphasizing the identity given the individual by
the family, I present two basic frontiers which have given
the Armenians their determinate hallmark in the course
of history and more recently the Diasporan and the Ar-
menian American experience.
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1. The Armenian Family as a Church.

Stated in clearer terms, the Armenian family as an
Armenian Church. Christianity as an international reli-
gion transcends all types of narrow boundaries, which are
drawn on race. Christianity does not recognize the narrow
boundaries of family and nation. Nevertheless, Christian-
ity itself is a family. It has its own identity and character.
We are called to form a part of God’s family where the
Biblical truth of God’s Word, divine revelations, and
especially the faith we have in Christ, forms its identity.
Those who believe in Christ as the Son of God, who
believe in His Incarnation, His death and Resurrection
for the salvation of humankind’s everlasting life and the
second coming for the final judg-
ment, are the ones that form that
family. Through baptism they re-
ceive the grace of becoming God’s
children. Through their unity with
God’s Son, by continuously keep-
ing the Holy Communion during
the Liturgy, they keep active and
constant their ties and communion
with Christ, who promised to give
new life, everlasting life in God’s
Kingdom, to those who had this
faith.

This same declaration was
spread to various people and na-
tions by Christ’s disciples. The
Armenian people were not ex-
empted or unconnected with the
heartwarming fire of the Christian
religion given to the soul of man.
After martyrdom and witness they
became the first-born children in
Christ’s large family. As a nation we
became a part of God’s mysterious
plan and the Armenian Church
took upon her shoulders our nation’s spiritual and intel-
lectual education. We were entrusted to her guidance, just
as infants are entrusted to their mothet’s love and care.
For this reason the Armenian Church was called Moth-
er—Mother Church.

The Armenian Church turned the Gospel’s message
and salvific mission into the sustenance that strengthened
and spread the faith transmitted by the apostles, giving
Armenian nuances to our people’s distinct character. Our
language and literature were born and advanced within
Christianity; stones were given form and quality that be-
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Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan giving his message at the 2004
National Representative Assentbly.

came God’s churches—Hripsime and Zvatnotz. Sound
was given the modulation of songs and became angelic
prayers, hymns, and melodies. For the simplicity and
purity of the Armenian soul, our church fathers defined
our theology, ecclesiology and liturgy. All of this formed
the identity of the Armenian Church. She had her special
place in God’s family, praying in her style and tongue,
singing with her own mode and spirit, and a theology with
her own philosophy and understanding. These qualities
imprinted a deep and defining stamp on our nation’s spiri-
tual and intellectual bedrock, which became our image,
our uniqueness. In the words of our historian Yeghishe,
it became the “color of our skin.” Because of this, both
during peaceful and prosperous
times, and especially during the
times of destructions, massacres,
and invasions by out enemies and
during the times we were deprived
of our government, the Armenian
Church spread her protection over
her faithful with total dedication,
keeping them in the Christian
and Armenian Church family. It
is a fact that those who distanced
themselves from the Mother
Church lost a part of their identity,
to say the least. For centuries we
lived safely with our own identity
thanks to the Armenian Church
and her spiritual, cultural, philan-
thropic, and Christ- and nation-
loving mission.

Today our confident expecta-
tion is that the Armenian Church
will continue her centuties old
mission to her children with the
same understanding and dedica-
tion. Until the April genocide and
our nation’s forced deportation from its ancestral lands
of thousands of years, until becoming a Diaspora and
the establishment of relationships with various other
people, the Armenian Church was basically only for Ar-
menians—those born with Armenian genes and blood.
Today belonging to the Armenian Church is in different
circumstances with changing understandings. Through
inter-marriage the so-called pureblooded Armenian be-
comes a different person. But, this is not a reason for the
“odar” and those born from inter-marriages to not be-
come members of the Armenian Church. As long as the



Armenian Church remains faithful to her mission, and as
long as the new individual accepts the Armenian Church’s
faith, theology, sacraments, liturgy, services, language and
hymns, the Armenian Church remains the Armenian
Church. Of course, it is understandable that appropri-
ate changes must be made in instruction and education.
However we must be mindful not to make changes sim-
ply for the sake of pleasing this or that person. We must
not mimic others because of our own shortcomings, and
make capricious changes that may become a blow to the
Armenian Church’s foundation and anchor. The Arme-
nian Church is a part of the traditional churches formed
in the early centuries. Her physical anatomy is unique to
the Armenian model, and historically and theologically
belongs to the “Orthodox” family, whose Biblical exege-
sis, theology, rituals, and liturgy have their own color and
identity, which comes from the Armenian mentality and
emotion. The Armenians raised in the Middle East should
not feel foreign in their churches in the communities in
the West. They should not feel that the Church is a place
they do not belong. However, we have to be careful that
these do not become reasons for us to become estranged
from our self-image, distanced from our true family,
and from where we were born and grew up. Yes, we are
American citizens. The founding fathers of America at
no time made uniformity compulsive. On the contrary,
they protected freedom, free will, individual rights, and
a mosaic society. Narrow-minded relationships are not a
part of American thinking, No group can impose on an-
other. We are protected by law to be a group or family that
can advance and still maintain its uniqueness. America is
a “melting pot” for those who are not organized and who
therefore can easily change their identity through vile and
wicked examples, or in the case of the Armenian Church
with alien and alienating habits. If we look upon this with
a defeatist attitude, we will lose our identity. If we think
the values of other churches are superior to Armenian
values we will be on the road of deterioration and de-
generation. Victory comes through struggle and victory is
secured through sacrifice and dedication.

Inspired by the zeal we have for the Armenian
Church, I direct an appeal to all of our communities
within the Eastern Prelacy, the pastors, boards of trust-
ees, auxiliary and sister organization and the faithful. For
the sake of strengthening the growth, purity and unity of
the Armenian Church family we must hold on to the prin-
ciples, traditions, and holiness that have kept our church
standing, and in this way see the Armenian Church’s ac-
complished mission. We have to express our prudent un-
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derstanding, faithfulness, and unlimited sacrifice, so that
this mission, which for centuries has been blessed with
shining success, will maintain the same radiance in our

diasporan Armenian life.

2. The Armenian Family as a Nation

Following the 1915 Genocide, when the Diaspora
spread widely, the Armenians received new nationality
and citizenship in various countries, and geographically
Armenia remained far from where we lived. Wherever
the Armenians went they tried to create a small Armenia
within their families. The family became that environment
where a Motherland’s total heritage—physical, intellec-
tual, spiritual, cultural—became a natural part of life for
those living within that family. Armenia as a piece of land
did not just remain there, far from us, but became a part
of our spirit in the countries we lived. The Armenians
kept the identity of their Motherland both in the Moth-
erland and also in their newly adopted countries with all
of their resources, sweat and blood combined with work
and struggle.

After 1915, and especially for the last two decades,
there has been an exodus from the Mothetland, due
mainly to economic considerations. As inhabitants in our
adopted countries, it is natural that we must perform our
civic duties. We must obey the laws of those countries.
This consciousness, taught to us by our families, made us
admired in all of the countries in which we have settled.
The Armenians have been distinguished by their faithful-
ness, their industriousness, their respect toward people
and laws, and the general good-natured characteristic of
their identity. In whatever continent or country we live
on earth, Armenianism becomes the common thread that
ties us together and turns us into members of a small
Armenia, which is our family. Yes, Armenia is our identity
and it is not possible to be a complete Armenian without
having Armenia within us.

Our unconditional devotion toward our Homeland
brings us important obligations, which is the question of
our rights and demands. Every faithful Armenian must
stand in defense of the land that was taken from us, to
our one and one-half million martyrs, and to our cultural
monuments. The Armenian Cause is one part of the Ar-
menian identity, the most authentic road of patriotism
that no Armenian has the right to leave. The Armenian
Cause demands continuous, centralized, and coordinated
sacrifice. In order to achieve justice we should not give in
to political calculations or bargain the blood of our inno-
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cent martyrs. The reason for the existence of Armenians
must be the pursuit of our just cause, which means our
new generations must be emblazoned with love of Arme-
nia and become active participants in the pursuit of the
Armenian Cause. Without this, the Armenians wherever
they are will tarnish their identity, not to mention more
dangerous situations that they will face and gradually lose
their identity due to carelessness, indifference and foreign
influences.

Therefore it is a call from the heart for all of us that
we keep the identity given to us by Armenia or the Arme-
nian Cause without weakening or despairing. On the con-
trary, we must be filled with hope and strength to perform
our obligations with love, dedication and sacrifice.

If we perform all of this with love and devotion, I am
confident that the Armenian identity will remain brilliant
from generation to generation, faithful to our Church,
faithful to our Homeland and cause. We will survive as we
did for centuries through all difficulties, persecution, mas-
sacre, and genocide. In a word, we will triumph.

* % %

Before ending my message, 1 want to recall here the
great losses sustained by the Catholicate of the Great
House of Cilicia during the past five months.

We had barely received the news of the passing of
His Eminence Archbishop Sahag Aivazian, Prelate of
Greece for more than 4%2 decades when on December
2, 2003, His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, the
former Prelate of the Eastern United States and Canada,
died unexpectedly. For 20 years Mesrob Srpazan served
this Prelacy with diligence, with vigor and creativity. He
raised our Prelacy to great heights and our communi-
ties radiated with Christian spirit, cultural programs,
charitable endeavors, and construction of churches. The
Prelacy received quality in measure with the quantity of
work. Even after the conclusion of his service to the
Prelacy, he went to Armenia with complete devotion. He
devoted himself to orphans, the needy, reconstruction of
churches, the building of new churches, and many more
programs all of which were in his heart. But the burden
was too much. His good and big heart did not survive,
and he left his noble work unfinished.

We had not yet recovered from this loss when on
April 30, 2004, we lost one of the most prominent set-
vants of our Church, Archbishop Zareh Aznavorian.
Multi-talented, prolific and living a saintly life, Zareh
Srpazan was noted for his musical abilities, his biblical
scholarship, translations and compositions, and especially
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his saintly nature, his kindness and modesty. He was a
model clergyman. With his death he joins Archbishops
Sahag and Mesrob and the Church is poorer with their
loss.

Blessed be their memory and honor to their talents
and achievements.

* K ¥

And finally, the year 2005 is the 90" anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide. As I said a short time ago,
our just demands must be part of our identity. A few
countries have awakened from their slumber and have
recognized the Genocide. We are going to continue our
work and be the alert protectors of our rights, our land
and the millions who were sacrificed. With this holy duty
in our souls, we are already in touch with His Eminence
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Armenian
Church of America, to commemorate the 90" anniver-
sary jointly together with all Armenians. The truth must
be told. Our martyrs must find rest, and our rights must
be compensated.

Before ending my words I want to extend my respect
and gratitude to His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia. I pray that God grants him good
health enabling him to successfully advance the heavy
burden of work on his shoulders. I offer heartfelt thanks
to the members of the Prelacy staff with whom I work
each day in order to satisfy the needs of our faithful. Spe-
cial and profound thanks to the Executive and Religious
Councils. Working with them has been spiritually reward-
ing. We conferred and worked together as one body. We
studied problems that we resolved conscientiously and
responsibly. We initiated programs that we hope will ful-
fill their intended purpose. I extend thanks to our clergy
serving the Prelacy, and our retired clergy who continue
to serve with the everyday dedication and are responsible
for our success. Thanks to the boards of trustees, to the
auxiliary organizations, our benefactors, to our humble
co-workers who made it possible to complete the year.
May God’s wisdom and grace make our road smooth.
May God’s all-powerful eye watch over us, and give you
and your families good health, long life, success and hap-
piness.

ARCHBISHOP OSHAGAN

Prelate

Armenian Apostolic Church of America
Eastern United States of America

May 19, 2004
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National Representative Assembly Convenes in Philadelphia

Archbishop Oshagan Emphasizes Role of the Family
In His Message to the Assembly

Keynote Speaker, Vigen Guroian, Focuses on
“Marriage and Family in Brave New America”

NS TR

Delegates to the 2004 National Representative Assembly surronnd Archbishop Oshagan in front of Philadelphia’s St. Gregory Church.

he National Representative As-

sembly (NRA) of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America (East-
ern United States) met in Philadel-
phia from May 19 to 21, at which
time clergy and lay delegates delib-
erated on future programs of the
Armenian Church in America. The
host patish was St. Gregory the Il-
luminator Church.

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan,
the Prelate, welcomed the delegates
to the NRA with special words of
praise and thanks to the host church
and its priest, Rev. Fr. Nerses Ma-
noogian.

“I have special words of thanks
on behalf of the Religious and Ex-
ecutive Councils and all of our par-
ishes and faithful, to Philadelphia’s
St. Gregory Church, the pastor,

board of trustees, and sister auxil-
iary organizations for the hospitality
they have extended us making our
environment both comfortable and
enjoyable. We have heartfelt and sin-
cere appreciation for the St. Gregory
Church community, which is one of
our Prelacy’s most solid and active
communities—a community that has
always been helpful and supportive
of all of our programs and efforts.”

Awards

Several important awards were
conferred during the closing ban-
quet on Friday, May 21, including the
“Prince of Cilicia” medal to K. Yer-
vant Terzian; “Person of the Year”
to Mrs. Alice Sachaklian; “Spirit of
Armenia” award to Aram Hampar-
ian; Youth Leadership awards to six

local young adults; and Certificates
of Merit to eight local members
in recognition of their outstanding
community service.

Prelate’s Message

Before beginning the main part
of his message, the Prelate expressed
greetings and congratulations to
Archbishop Moushegh Mardiros-
sian who was recently re-elected to a
third term as Prelate of the Western
Prelacy. He expressed his thanks to
Archbishop Khajag Hagopian, Prel-
ate of Canada. He expressed his
thanks and appreciation to Arch-
bishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate
of the Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America and asked the
Diocese’s representative at the NRA,
Mrs. Berjouhi Haigazian, “to extend
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Berjoubhi Haigazian, representative of the Eastern
Diocese, addresses the delegates.

to Khajag Srpazan my heartfelt best
wishes and love.”

In his address to the Assembly,
His Eminence focused on the fam-
ily which with “its narrow and wide
meaning comprises all of us individ-
ually and collectively with a national
and universal understanding.”

“Above all else,” the Prelate said,
“the family is the environment that
provides identity to those living in
the family, being taught and being
prepared for life. As much as that
identity is the index of the genes in-
herited through the centuries, it is as
much the expression of that environ-
ment, education, example, likeness,
and imitation... The family gives
identity to the individual. It carves
his or her personality and character.
Besides being inherited, character is
also received and applied.”

The Prelate described the Ar-
menian family as a church, and the
Armenian family as a nation. He
asked the delegates to be “filled with
hope and strength to perform our
obligations with love, dedication and
sacrifice. If we perform all of this
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with love and devotion, I am confi-
dent that the Armenian identity will
remain brilliant from generation to
generation, faithful to our Church,
to our Homeland and cause. We
will survive as we did for centuries
through all difficulties, troubles, per-
secution, massacres, and genocide.”

Before concluding his remarks,
Archbishop Oshagan recalled the
great losses sustained by the Cath-
olicate of the Great House of
Cilicia during the past five months.
He recalled the achievements of
Archbishop Sahag Aivazian, Prel-
ate of Greece; Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, the former Prelate of the
Eastern Prelacy, and Archbishop
Zareh Aznavorian, noted Christian
scholar, translator and musician.

The Prelate also noted that next
year, 2005, is the 90" anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide and how
contact has been made with His
Eminence Archbishop Khajag Bars-
amian, Primate of the Diocese of
the Armenian Church of America,
to commemorate the 90* anniver-
sary jointly.

Finally, he had words of respect
and gratitude for His Holiness Aram
I, Catholicos of the Great House of
Cilicia.

As the delegates began their
deliberations the Prelate prayed
for God’s wisdom and grace. “May
God’s all-powerful eye watch over
us, and give you and your families
good health, long life, success and
happiness.”

The full text of the Prelate’s
speech precedes this article. It is
also on the Prelacy’s web page,
www.armenianprelacy.org.

Religious Conference

A report from the Religious
Conference, which took place prior
to the full Assembly was offered by
Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian. The
report focused on such topics as
ecumenical relations, religious edu-
cation, publications, seminars, ordi-
nations, clergy candidates.

Executive Council Report
The Executive Council report
was presented by the chairman,

Menbers of the clergy with Archbishop Oshagan.




Richard Sarajian, Esq. He described
the various achievements during the
past year, as well as pointing out the
areas that need special attention.
“This year the
strived to continue and improve
the programs of the past, add new

Prelacy has

programs as well as try to be a fis-
cally responsible body. Our aim is to

clergy, or the laity cannot achieve
success alone. Ours is a partner-
ship that requires that we interact
and work together. Our collective
strength makes us capable of great
accomplishments in our mission to
spread the word and the work of
our Lord.”

The 2004 Executive Conncil. Front row, /. to r., Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavonkian, Richard Sarajian, Esq.,
Archbishop Oshagan, V. Rev. Fr. Anounshavan Tanielian, Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian. Back row, Bedros
Givelekian, Karen Jehanian, Noubar Megerian, Michael Hagopian, Dr. Dertad Manguekian. Not in photo:
Stephen Hagopian.

provide the very best services that
are needed to serve our parishes
and the Armenian nation. This year
we have tried to be a more visible
and vocal institution committed to
religious and Armenian education.
We have hosted programs nationally
and have become more accessible in
our communities. We have reached
out during seminars to utilize our
parishes’ talents in order to help each
other. We continue to move forward
with the technology needed in this
day and time.”

The Executive Council report
concluded: “Finally, we emphasize
that success depends on all of us.
Executive council members, or the

Keynote Address by
Professor Vigen Guroian

The well-known theologian and
ethicist, Vigen Guroian, Professor at
Loyola College in Baltimore, deliv-
ered the Keynote Address. Professor
Guroian’s address on “Marriage and
Family in Brave New America; On
Gay and Same Sex Marriage,” was
very timely as just days earlier there
was much media attention on the
granting of same-sex marriage li-
censes in some areas of the country.

Professor Guroian provided a
brief history of the institution of
marriage from pagan days to the be-
ginning of the Christian era.

“For reasons that on this oc-
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casion I can only sketch, it may no
longer be possible or permissible for
the Armenian Church in the state of
Massachusetts, and no doubt soon in
many other states, to cooperate or
collaborate with government in mar-
rying persons, as has been carried on
in one form or another within Chris-
tendom since the fifth and sixth cen-
turies. It may be time for our bishop
to instruct priests that in states that
adopt gay marriage laws the Ar-
menian Church withdraw from the
standard process and not deliver
marriage consecration on behalf of
the state, in simple terms not to sign
marriage certificates. It may be, that
for a time, Armenian Church faith-
ful will have to live under a de facto
two-tier arrangement in which they
obtain a civil marriage to meet legal
requirements and qualify for married
status in the eyes of the state and
come to the church to receive true,
sacramental marriage.

“In most states, this process
will not be so radical as it at first
may sound since even under present
practice two marriage certificates are

Professor Vigen Guroian gave the keynote speech at
the 2004 National Representative Assembly.
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A scene from the Assembly.

issued, one religious and the other
civil. The importance and deeply
symbolic difference, however, is that
the church will no longer assume
responsibility for consecration of
the civil contract. By this change, the
church lodges its profound disagree-
ment with the state’s unilaterally
reached and theologically mistaken
redefinition of marriage.... Our
sacramental vision of marriage is
profoundly emblematic of how we
understand ourselves as church in
relation to Christ and even our un-
derstanding of God as Trinity.”

Professor Guroian went on to
say, “In this serious challenge to our
faith there is, however, a wonderful
hidden, maybe providential, silver
lining, It presents an opportunity for
us as a church to recapture the full
significance of the sacrament and in-
stitution of marriage and to remind
ourselves of the difficult witness to
truth that being the Body of Christ
in the world requires.” (The full text
of Professor Guroian’s address is on
the Prelacy’s web page, www.armenia
nprelacy.org,)
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Congenial Sessions

The efficient and congenial
meetings were due in part to the
expertise of the co-chairmen, Jack
Papazian of St. Gregory Church,
Philadelphia, and Artin Dermenjian,
All Saints Church, Glenview, Illinois.
Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, pastor
of Holy Trinity Church, Worcester,
was the Armenian secretary and Ms.
Barbara Baljian, of the Worcester

parish, was the English secretary.

Without doubt the extraordinary
efforts of the host parish, the local
committee, and the ladies guild, were
primarily responsible for the efficient
and pleasant Assembly.

The Workshops were divided
into geographical regions and the
discussions focused on how educa-
tional programs can be strengthened
on a parish and regional level. The
Executive directors of the Arme-
nian Religious Education Council
(AREC), Deacon Shant Kazan-
jlan, and of the Armenian National
Education Committee (ANEC), Ms.
Gilda Kupelian, were available to
discuss the programs.

Alan  Goshgarian,  delegate
from St. Asdvadzadzin Church of
Whitinsville, Massachusetts, pre-
sented the results of a parish survey.
The purpose of the survey was to
identify problems and limitations;
explore religious attitudes, practices
and beliefs among parishioners; and
to help prepare a future course of
action. The model for the survey
was a survey conducted by AREC
many years ago. The presentation
prompted a number of observations

Ascension Day (Hampartsum) was celebrated Thursday evening. V. Rev. Fr. Anonshavan Tanielian is the

celebrant.



Outgoing Executive Council member Karen Jebanian
is honored for her dedicated service.

and suggestions that will be useful to
all parishes.

National Association of
Ladies Guilds

Concurrent with the NRA the
21* Annual Conference of the Na-
tional Association of Ladies’ Guilds
(NALG) took place. The Ladies had
two days of activities which included
their annual meeting, a traditional
celebration of Ascension Day, and a
dynamite presentation by sisters Sue
Aramian of Rhode Island and Margo
Aramian Ragan, and Margo’s daugh-
ter, Jocelyn. The trio talked about
their philanthropy and projects in
Armenia. (See separate article on the
NALG in this issue—Editor).

Elections

As a final duty the delegates
elected council members. Re-elected
to serve on the Religious Council
was V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tan-
ielian, Vicar and Pastor of St. Sarkis
Church, Douglaston, NY. Re-elected
to serve on the Executive Council
were Michael Hagopian, St. Sarkis

Church, Dearborn, MI; Stephen
Hagopian, St. Gregory Church,
Granite City, 1L; and Dr. Dertad
Manguikian, Sourp Khatch Church,
Bethesda, MD. Elected to a first term
was Mr. Hagop Khatchadourian, Sts.
Vartanantz Church, Providence, RI.

Assembly Concludes

Delegates whose terms of office
are up and are not eligible for re-
election were invited to address the
Assembly, as did Ms Karen Jehanian,
outgoing member of the Executive
Council, whose poignant message
and Armenian recitation elicited a
standing ovation.

In his closing remarks, the Prel-
ate again spoke about families. “We
have 25 of our families here,” he
said, alluding to the parishes rep-
resented. He spoke lovingly of the
dedication of people who serve their
term of office and who, like Karen,
leave with such sadness.

His Eminence thanked the rep-
resentative of the Diocese for her
presence and participation. “Our
love for Etchmiadzin is genuine and
sincere,” he told her. He also thanked
the representative of the Armenian
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Relief Society, Mrs. N. Balanian;
representative of the Hairenik As-
sociation, Mr. Zohrab Tazian; to
the Tivan of the Assembly and the
entire Philadelphia community for
their exceptional love and care and
especially the ladies who cooked and
served all of the delicious meals dur-
ing the week.

Closing Banquet

The 2004 NRA officially came
to an end with the closing banquet
attended by delegates and communi-
ty members. Richard Sarajian, Esq.,
served as the Master of Ceremonies.

Jack Papazian, chairman of the
host parish and co-chair of the As-
sembly, once again welcomed every-
one to Philadelphia. “We are proud
to be part of the Prelacy family,” he
said. He acknowledged that it takes
effort to host an NRA and thanked
the committees for their dedication.
“I hope we have been a worthy
host,” he said.

Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian, pas-
tor of the host church, offered his
thanks “for giving us the privilege
of serving you.” He expressed pro-
found thanks to our “super ladies

Archbishop Oshagan speaks to the National Association of Ladies’ Guilds.
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Aram Hamparian, Executive Director of the Armenian National Committee of America, accepts the Spirit

of Armenia Award.

guild members.”

Eight Certificates of Merit were
presented to local parishioners. Greg
Papazian introduced five of the win-
ners: Philip D. Pilibosian, Martin
Shelengian, Ralph Jehanian, Albert
Soltanian, and Jack Papazian. Rew.
Fr. Manoogian introduced, Asdghig
Kazanjian, Jeanette Nazarian, and St.
Gregory Church Choir.

Youth Leadership Awards

The Youth Leadership Awards
were presented by Deacon Shant
Kazanjian to: Garen Nigon, Paul
Sookiasian, Ani Jilozian, Peter Yer-
emian, Katrina Selverian and Niki
Arakelian, Jr.

Deacon Shant explained that
the Youth Leadership Awards have
now become a Prelacy tradition. It
is presented to young people who
show outstanding leadership quali-
ties and love for the church, which
they receive first from their parents
and later from the Christian educa-
tion they receive in their Church.
They serve as Sunday school teach-
ers, sing in the choir, or serve on the
altar. They also serve outside of the
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Armenian community as volunteers
for charitable and service organiza-
tions. Many are graduates of the St.
Gregory of Datev program.

Spirit of Armenia Award

The 2004 Spirit of Armenia
award was presented to Aram Ham-
parian, the Executive Director of
the Armenian National Committee
of America. Archbishop Oshagan
characterized the ANCA as a “very

important organization,” and de-
scribed Aram as a “very humble
person. I call him fedayee, because the
way he works, the time he gives, his
devotion is like a fedayee. When 1 first
spoke with Aram he said, no I am
not worthy of this award. But I tell
you, he is more than worthy and it is
an honor for the Prelacy to present
this award to him.”

Person of the Year

Col. George Rustigian intro-
duced the Person of the Year—Mrs.
Alice Sachaklian. “This is an easy
task,” he said, “because I am going
to talk about my aunt. My late uncle,
Harry Sachaklian and my aunt, Alice
Sachaklian, are wonderful benefac-
tors who believe in the preservation
of the Armenian heritage through
the Armenian Church. They were
early financial supporters of the
Prelacy. They supported programs
in Armenia, publications, and clergy
recruitment and training,”

Col. Rustigian spoke about one
of the most significant contribu-
tions made by the couple with the
assistance of Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, of blessed memory, and

Recipients of Youth Leadership Awards with Archbishop Oshagan and Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian



The Prelacy’s Person of the Year, Mrs. Alice
Sachaklian with Archbishop Oshagan.

that was the construction and on-

going maintenance of the Moughni

Cultural Center, which has been
dedicated in memory and honor of
her mother, Sophia Aghajanian Ke-
soyan. “Last year she established the

Some of the members of the Philadelphia Ladjes’ Guild who prepared meals for the delegates and guests.

Harry and Alice Sachaklian Seminary
Fund for clergy education. It is with
pride and honor that I introduce to
you the Prelacy’s Person of the Year,
my aunt, Mrs. Alice Sachaklian.”

Mrs. Sachaklian received a stand-
ing ovation as Archbishop Oshagan
read the message of the award. Mrs.
Sachaklian in her quiet unassuming
way said, ““Thank you so much. May
God bless all of you.”

Prince of Cilicia

Richard Sarajian introduced the
final honoree—the winner of the
highest award given by the Holy See
of Cilicia, Prince of Cilicia. He de-
scribed how he first met K. Yervant
Terzian, a talented engineer and tire-
less member of the Armenian com-
munity who used his skills to help
his nation. “The name K. Yervant

Terzian is everywhere,” he said. “The

support he gives is far-reaching and

he does it all without any fanfare.”
Mzr. Sarajian invited Mrs. Helen
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Archbishop  Oshagan  presents — the
Engyclical to Mrs. Helen Terzian, whose husband
Yervant received the Prince of Cilicia award.

Pontifical

Terzian to come to the podium to
accept the medal. Archbishop Osha-
gan first read the encyc-
lical issued by His Holi-
ness Catholicos Aram 1
and then presented the
medal to Mrs. Terzian,
telling her that he would
visit Yervant tomorrow
morning to congratu-
late him personally. “I
remember him as far
back as my student
days. Our church and
nation were his life.”
Mr. Terzian is recupet-
ating and was unable to
attend the banquet.

In his closing re-
marks Archbishop Os-
hagan reflected on the
honorees noting that
all are dedicated to their
church and nation.
“We did not give them
awards; they earned them,” he said.

The 2004 NRA officially ended
with the benediction and the singing
of Giligia. &
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The National Association of Ladies Guilds
Fulfills Mission of Church through Activities

he National Association of Ladies Guilds was orga-
nized more than twenty years ago with the intention
of creating a national group that would represent the
various Ladies Guilds within the Prelacy, creating a uni-
fied effort.
The goals of the NALG are:
1.To help strengthen and promote the activities of
Ladies’ Guilds.
2.To inspire Ladies’ Guild members to learn the doc-
trines and traditions of the Armenian Church.
3.To set forth objectives designed to focus on youth
as future leaders of the church and to motivate
them to foster continuing growth to the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America.
4.To financially assist candidates currently enrolled in
the theological studies leading to the priesthood.
5.To cooperate and maintain harmonious relation-
ships with all other organizations under the juris-
diction of the Eastern Prelacy.

Local Guilds Elect Delegates
All members of local Ladies” Guilds are considered
members of the NALG.

f

Delegates are elected to represent individual Guilds
at the national conference, which generally takes place
concurrently with the National Representative Assembly

The NALG fulfills its goals through a variety of
events including educational seminars and fundraising
endeavors, which have enabled them to support Prelacy
educational programs such as the Datev Institute, and
clergy development.

Each year the National Conference features an
exciting program with guest speakers. This year in
Philadelphia, the NALG was fortunate to have as their
guests three very interesting and successful women: Sue
Aramian, Margo Aramian Ragan, and Margo’s daughter,
Jocelyn. All three of the women shared their experiences
in business and in charitable work.

Sue Aramian
Sue Aramian is a well-known friend of the Armenian

community, a Pillar of the Prelacy and a generous con-
tributor to various Prelacy programs. She left her native
Rhode Island in 1963 to begin an executive career in busi-
ness that has taken her throughout the United States and

Delegates to the National Association of Ladies’ Guilds Conference with Archbishop Oshagan.
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various parts of the world.

She began her New York business career by spear-
heading a Development Office for Brown University.
That was only the beginning of an illustrious career that
had her working for a business tycoon who eventually
became a United States Congressman, to the formation
of a Limited Partnership in 1973, known as Kelley &
Partners. The Partnership included nationally recognized
business leaders and has been the majority owner of five
businesses, all of them in the consumer goods and service
categories.

Sue has served as a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors
of Steak n Shake Company,
a New York Stock Exchange
Company. Until recently she
held the position of Vice Chair
and served on its Executive
Committee.

She is a graduate of the Ex-
ecutive Development Program
from the Indiana University
Kelley School of Business—
the first woman to complete
this program. She served on
its advisory board and cur-
rently serves on the Indiana
University Foundation Board
of Directors, the Kelly School
of Business Advisory Board,
is a member of the President’s
Circle as well as an Advisory
Board Member of the Purdue
University Department of Res-
taurant, Hotel and Institutional
Management.

At Purdue University she
established a scholarship fund
for highly qualified needy students matriculating in the
RHIT program. She has mentored many women into
executive ranks and continues supportive programs for
young business people.

Her philanthropy has included the establishment of
the Kazar and Nevart Aramian YMCA Child Care and
Zevartan Senior Center in Vanadzor, Armenia, to honor
her parents. She continues her involvement with Armenia
by serving as liaison between the International YMCA
and social, cultural and economic programs in Armenia.

She recently retired from her positions at Steak n

Agnes Bianco delivers report on bebalf of the National Association of
Ladies Guilds.
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Shake, and is now using her proven talents in the private
sector and continuing her extensive philanthropic work.

Margo Aramian Ragan

Margo Aramian Ragan, originally from Rhode Island,
now resides in Bucks County, Pennsylvania with her hus-
band Thomas. They have two children, Jocelyn and Paul
and two grandchildren.

Margo is a graduate of Brown University and the
University of Rhode Island. She has taught in the pub-
lic school systems of Rhode
Island, California, and Penn-
sylvania. Most recently she
has taught Composition and
American Literature at Rider
University, Holy Family Uni-
versity, and Bucks County
Community College.

She is a recognized leader
of social, business and charita-
ble organizations in her com-
munity, serving on the Boards
of Directors for Family Ser-
vice Association of Bucks
County, Newtown Business
and Professional Association,
and St. Mary Medical Center
Community Funds Develop-
ment Committee.

Currently she is the Din-
ing Out editor and feature
writer for several regional
magazines in the Greater
Philadelphia region.

In a recent article in the
Bucks County Courier Times,
Margo recounted her meeting
with the Executive Director
of the YMCA in Armenia, Ashot Koshgarian, during a
recent trip to Armenia.

Margo, Sue and Jocelyn described their mission in
Armenia.

“We were on a family mission, Sue my sister, Jocelyn
my daughter and I,” Margo said. “We traveled halfway
across the wortld to the ancient country of Armenia,
homeland to my parents, to dedicate a child care center
in one of the cities hardest hit by the earthquake in 1988,
Vanadzor. When our father, Kazar, died in 1993 at the
age of 85, we grieved but did not come to understand the
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depth of our sorrow until we made the trip to Armenia
and met a young boy named Arman. He stood in the
shadow of our father.”

Margo and Sue described in detail the experiences
of her father during the Genocide, his suffering and the
miracle of his survival.

“When the earthquake occurred in Armenia in 1988,
my parents saw pictures of the orphaned children and
saw themselves,” Margo said. “They gave money even
before it was asked. Let us do for these children so that
they will not have to suffer as we did, our father used to
say through his tears.

“When he died it was an easy decision to honor his
memory by establishing a Child Care Center in Vanadzor
through the international YMCA. But it was through our
very brief encounter with a little boy named Arman that
we truly felt the spirit of our father. Our entourage was
making a visit to a famous monastery when a child of
nine or ten ran up to us, offering to watch our automobile
for us. He was clean, but his clothes were small for him,
and his sandals were held together with duct tape.

“I don’t remember putting my hand out for him to
hold, or when he clasped mine. It was a spontaneous ex-
pression between the two of us. We walked hand-in-hand
until it was time to leave. As our vehicle departed the
monastery grounds, Arman did not stop waving at us, but
we could hardly see his tiny figure for all our tears. I per-

sonally did not understand the connection. It was Jocelyn
who explained why this little boy had made such an im-
pact. Arman was standing in the shadow of our father.”

Inspiration and Gifts Too!

The NALG delegates and guests received the presen-
tations by the three women very enthusiastically. Beyond
being truly beautiful and inspiring, the speakers had come
bearing gifts: baskets filled with premium olive oil and
olive paste, representing the newest business venture of
Margo and Jocelyn, and magazines that included Margo’s
literary output.

The Aramian sisters—a third sister who resides in
Rhode Island is a philanthropist in her own right—are
role models for the upcoming generations, men and
women. The message is clear: Pursue your dreams. Be-
come outstanding and successful in your field. But do not
forget your roots and your obligations to your ancestral
heritage.

New Executive

Before adjourning, the delegates elected the Ex-
ecutive Body for the 2004-2005 year with the following
results: Agnes Bianco, Chair; Grace Baghdasarian, Vice
Chair; Yeretzgeen Sossi Stepanian, Recording Secretary;
Colette Gulian, Corresponding Secretary; and Victoria
Jamjian, Treasurer.

2004 Prelacy Raffle Drawing Takes Place During Annual Assembly

he annual raffle campaign by the Eastern Prelacy

of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America,
came to a conclusion during the closing banquet of the
National Representative Assembly in Philadelphia, with
the drawing of the winning tickets.

The annual raffle, which is a major fundraiser for
the Prelacy, helps to sustain the many religious and
educational programs organized by the Prelacy. For
the fifth consecutive year the raffle has been spear-
headed by Antranig Boudakian who during his tenure
has increased the sales of the tickets manifold. For his
part, Mr. Boudakian is quick to credit the many loyal
supporters who purchase tickets each year. “I want to
thank everyone for helping me make this effort very
successful,” Mr. Boudakian said.
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The winners this year are as follows: First prize
($5,000), Nerme & Albert Sarkissian of Melrose Patk,
Pennsylvania; Second prize ($3,000), Zaven Sarkissian,
Toronto, Canada; Third prize ($2,000), Amalia De-
ravedisian, Springfield, Pennsylvania; Fourth and Fifth
prizes ($1,000 each), Bedros Givelekian, Flushing, New
York and Dr. V. Khachadourian, Franklin Square, New
York.

The funds raised through the raffle are allocated to
the Prelacy’s vatious religious and language education
programs. “Some of our programs are sustained by the
money raised by the raffle. We are also able to expand
our programs because of the extraordinary success of
the raffle for the past several years. We are very grateful
to Antranig Boudakian for his exceptional efforts,” said
Archbishop Oshagan.



The Preservation of Armenian Culture at
Hill Monastic Manuscript Library

by Michael B. Papazgian

he study of Armenian manu-

scripts  often  requires
to libraries in various parts of the
world. Among the great collections,
of course, are the Matenadaran in
Armenian, the library of the Ar-
menian Patriarchate of Jerusalem,
the collections of the Mekhitarist
congregations in Venice and Vienna,
as well as the British Museum and
Bibliotheque National in France. In
thinking of the great repositories of
Armenian literature, Minnesota does
not usually come to mind. But the

travel

collection of microfilmed Armenian
manuscripts at the Hill Monastic
Manuscript Library (HMML) on the
campus of St. John’s Abbey and Uni-
versity of Collegeville, Minnesota is a
resource that should be better known
to all who are interested in the pres-
ervation of Armenian culture.

I recently had the pleasure of
visiting St. John’s and HMML. The
university is located on the rather
isolated prairie land of central Min-
nesota not far from St. Cloud. The
abbey was founded by Benedictine
monks in 1856. The HMML is
tucked away in a corner of the uni-
versity’s library, which is named after
the eighth-century English scholar
and theologian, Alcuin. The HMML
stores about 90,000 medieval manu-
scripts on microfilm in its basement
vault. Its mission is to keep alive the
ancient and medieval knowledge
and learning transmitted through
manuscripts and to make them easily
available to scholars. The library ex-
ists because of the fragility of writ-
ten culture. Due to the threat of war
and disaster, many of the valuable

records of civilization are in danger
of destruction. It was in the wake
of the Second World War that Pope
Pius XII spoke with Father Colman
Barry, a monk of St. John’s Abbey
and later president of the univer-
sity, about the fate of manuscripts.
Inspired by his discussion with the
pope, Father Barry decided to begin
a project to microfilm manuscripts in
European libraries and house them
in a library at St. John’s. With fund-
ing from the Louis W. and Maud Hill
Family Foundation, the project be-
gan by filming manuscripts in Austria
and Germany. The work continued
in Spain, Portugal, England, Malta,
and Ethiopia. The HMML is cur-
rently filming manuscripts in Sweden
and Latvia, with the hope of moving
east to Russia and other parts of the
former Soviet Union.

My interest in the HMML began
when I stumbled upon the library’s
website, which includes a partial on-
line catalog. Among the manuscripts
at HMML are about 1,500 Armenian
manuscripts. Many ate from the col-
lection of the Vienna Mekhitarists.
Others are from university libraries
in Germany and elsewhere. Included
among the manusctipts are writings
that are relevant to my research in
Armenian philosophy and theology.
I was especially interested to find
various medieval Armenian com-
mentaries on the books of the Greek
philosopher Aristotle, commentaries
on the books of the Bible, includ-
ing the commentaries of Gregory
of Tatev on Matthew and Job, and
of Vanakan Vardapet on Ezekiel. 1
also found numerous versions of
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Four months ago the Hill Mo-
nastic Manuscript Library
(HMML) began photographing
manuscripts in the museum
and library of the Catholicate
of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon.
Since its founding in 1964, the
Library has sent teams of re-
searchers and technicians to film
pages from libraries and archives
throughout the world. It has
the wotld’s largest collection of
microfilm and digital images of
handwritten books. The most
recent estimate of the Library’s
collection includes 90,000 man-
uscripts with about 30,000,000
pages. Father Columba Stewart,
Executive Director of the Li-
brary, was in the New York area
in June to publicize the Library’s
mission. Father Stewart visited
the Prelacy where he met with
Archbishop Oshagan to discuss
the filming of the manuscripts
in Antelias.

The photography of the
manuscripts at the Catholicate
of Cilicia is continuing and the
HMML plans to meet with other
libraries and museums with sub-
stantial Armenian collections.

the writings of the eighth-century
Catholicos John of Odzun. And this
is only a small fraction of the wealth
of Armenian treasures to be found
at the HMML.

On the day after I arrived in
Collegeville, I was warmly greeted by
the library staff members, who were
happy to have a visitor interested in
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their Armenian collection. The direc-
tor of the library, Father Eric Hollis,
O.S.B., told me that the collection
is currently “lying fallow;,” and no
one could remember anyone who
had come to the library specifically
to study the Armenian manuscripts.
They were eager to have someone
look over the material and tell them
more about what was there.

In the end, a week was not
enough to do all the work I wanted
to do. It would be necessary to re-
turn. The visit, though, was a moving
expetience for me not only because
of the manuscripts but also to be a
part of the peace and serenity of the
Benedictine spirituality that perme-
ates all parts of the campus. We Ar-
menians know through experience
more than most about the precari-
ousness of our cultural riches. We
should be especially grateful to the
monks of St. John’s Abbey and the
staff of the HMML for their tireless
and unsung efforts to preserve our
culture, and we should encourage
them to continue their good works.

More information about HMML
and its collection is available from
their website, www.hmml.org. I am
grateful to Berry College for award-
ing me a grant to visit HMML. &

Michael B. Papazian is chairman of the
Department of Religion and Philosophy at
Berry College in Rome, Georgia. He wrote
this article shortly after returning from his
visit to the HMML. in July 2001.

So you are no longer strangers and
outsiders. Yon are citizens rtogether
with God'’s people. You are members of
God's family. You are a building that
is built on the apostles and prophets.
They are the foundation. Christ Jesus
himself is the most important stone in
the building. Ephesians 2:19-20
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Datev Institute: A School for
Armenian Christian Formation

€ ¢/ there is something about the
evening service that is so
moving. It offers a chance to reflect,
a time to meditate. Every day, as night
sets in, I look forward to this special
time to communicate with God,”
said Krista Guzelian (a 17-year-old
Datev Institute participant from
North Andover, Massachusetts). In
the morning around 7:15, groups of
teens begin filing from their dorms
towards the chapel, a long driveway
away. It is a sight to behold! This
happened every day, every evening
and every morning, for seven days.

Vicar General Very Rev. Fr. Anoush-
avan Tanielian.

Sandwiched between morning
and evening services, the day was
packed with educational events (8:
30 am-12:30 pm and 7 pm-9 pm)
activities  (1:30
pm-5:30 pm). Through interactive
presentations, lectures, discussions,
Bible studies, panel discussions the
curriculum exposed the participants
to a range of the essentials of Ar-
menian Christianity, from Bible and
creeds, sacraments and chants, feasts
and saints, personal and communal

and recreational

His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan, Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy, flanked with the Institute instructors,
along with guest speaker Hon. Judge Sarkis Teshoian and his wife, Ardemis, and the 76 participants.

Worship framed the commu-
nal life of the 76 students from 13
parishes gathered for the 18" St
Gregory of Datev Institute at St.
Mary of Providence Center in bu-
colic Elverson, Pennsylvania from
June 27 to July 4, 2004, sponsored
by the Armenian Religious Educa-
tion Council (AREC) of the Eastern
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church, under the directorship of

prayer, language and history, to eth-
ics and moral living.

Nora Palandjian, a second year
student from Providence, Rhode
Island, captured the spirit of Datev
when she said, “Prayer, education
and fellowship—these are the rea-
sons why I come to Datev.” Grant-
ed, not everyone attends Datev with
these objectives in mind, or in that
order. But they leave with those three
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Prayer and
Meditation

Prayer and meditation are im-
portant components of the
Datev program. The students
participated in services every
morning and evening. Short, but
meaningful, meditations were
offered. For example, the fol-
lowing meditation was offered
by Nayiri Baljian one morning:

“I don’t know if you realize,
but this morning in our hymns
we’ve been asking some cham-
pion Christians (the djeknavork,
the mardirosk) to pray for us.
Now, these folks aren’t still
alive on earth, but the Church
tells us they’re a part of a big
crowd of holy people who are
able to talk to God with His
special attention. Why do they
have this privilege? Why do they
have such a special place in our
memory as Christians?

“This week at Datev, we’ve
heard a lot about following
‘God’s way, living life according
to the guidelines and standards
that the heavenly father has set
out, ‘walking in the way of the
Lord” The folks that we’re sing-
ing to recognized how good it is
to walk in the way of the Lord.
They saw that God, as a loving
father, like a good dad, set out
some guidelines for His chil-
dren. Guidelines having mostly
to do with honoring God and
loving other people and they
decided to, as best they could,
live their lives by these guide-
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objectives etched in their minds, be-
cause they have been formed and
shaped by the prayers and hymns
of the Armenian Church, by the
essential elements of the Armenian
Apostolic Christianity, and also by
new and renewed friendships.

* ¥ X

The St. Gregory of Datev In-
stitute is a four-year faith-based,
youth program (one week each year).
Those who complete the 4-year
program may return for postgradu-
ate classes. All five levels of study
take place concurrently. In addition,
this year the Institute had pre-Datev
classes for students ages 10-12.
There were 6 pre-datev students, 18
first-year students, 14 second-year
students, 11 third-year students, 11
fourth-year students (graduates), and
16 post-graduates.

The participants enjoyed the
presence of the Prelate, His Emi-
nence Archbishop Oshagan, who
took time out of his busy schedule
to be with the Datevatsies, accom-
panied by Hon. Judge Sarkis and
Ardemis Teshoian. Judge Teshoian

Fostering teammwork
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A scene from sunrise service - Arevakal

delivered an evening lecture telling
the students about the importance
of being Armenian in our society
and what it means to be an Arme-
nian American. Utilizing experiences
from his own life, he advised the
students to be good citizens and
meet the challenges ahead. “Don’t
think that others are better than you,
or that you are better than others,”
he said. He told them that participa-
tion in both Armenian and American

el )

lines. I know it wasn’t easy, but
with God’s help, these cham-
pion Christians didn’t just Tive
good lives” They totally made
their mark on Christianity as
holy people, honorable people,
people on fire for God, people
who will be remembered for
generations to come.

“What kind of Christian do
you want to be? How do you
want to be remembered? God
is asking you to choose to do
things His way. Do you have the
courage to say, ‘OK, God, I'll
live for You?’ If you take that
step, I trust that you can have
what it takes to make your mark,
like the holy people we’re singing
to today. God bless you to do so
and God bless you to become a
champion Christian!”

society is very important. He also
stressed the importance of educa-
tion and the knowledge of other
languages, not only Armenian and
English. “In this age of globaliza-
tion,” he said, “
motre will be hired and will advance
up the ladder of success. Remember
that just as you get happy when you
read about a successful and famous
Armenian, someday an Armenian

the one who knows

youngster will read about you and
your success and become happy.”

The weeklong program came
to a close with the celebration of
the Soorp Badarak at St. Gregory
Armenian Church in Philadelphia on
Sunday, July 4, followed by luncheon,
graciously provided and served by
the Artemis Chapter of the Arme-
nian Relief Society.

The Educators
The instructors of the Institute
were: Very Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tan-
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Prof. John Barnet from St. Vladimirs Orthodox Theological Seminar conducts a class.

ielian, Very Rev. Fr. Krikor Chiftjian,
Rev. Fr. Mestob Tashjian, Rev. Fr.
Khoren Habeshian, Rev. Fr. Antra-
nig Baljian, Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoo-
gian, Rev. Fr. Gomidas Baghsarian,
Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, and Dn.
Shant Kazanjian. In addition, the
following postgraduate “datevatsies”
taught several classes: Dn. Nishan
Baljian, Dn. Dr. Arsen Mekaelian,
Barbara Baljian, Nayiri Baljian, Mar-
tha Mekaelian, Jeanette Nazatian.

This year the Institute was privi-
leged to have three guest lecturers:
Very Rev. Fr. Krikor Chiftjian (Me-
dia Relations Officer, Catholicosate
of Cilicia), Hon. Judge Sarkis Tes-
hoian, and Prof. John Barnet of St.
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological
Seminary (Crestwood, NY). In ad-
dition to the Datev Program, Hayr
Krikor was also invited to take part
in the Adult Christian Education
Seminar for the Mid-Atlantic region
(June 24-26, 2004) and to prepare an
instructional CD on the Soorp Bada-
rak for deacons.

A Word of Thanks
Archbishop Oshagan praised

Judge Sarkis Teshoian shares his thonghts with the
students.

the Datev program and thanked the
dedicated teachers who manage to
make the entire Datev experience
exhilarating, enjoyable and educa-
tional. “I was so pleased to be able to
spend a day with the Datev students
and their teachers. I found the caliber
of the participants to be exceptional.
The atmosphere was joyful and very
respectful,” the Prelate said. “I told
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the students that they are part of our
family and they have the love of God
and our Church in their hearts.”

As Archbishop Oshagan noted,
a program of this scope is made
possible through the collaborative
efforts between AREC and par-
ishes, parents, volunteer workers,
and a number of organizations and
individuals. It is meet and right to
acknowledge and thank them for
their support and contributions to
the work of the Institute. In the first
place, the Institute wishes to thank
the instructors for their labor of love
and the parents for entrusting their
children to the Institute for a week
of spiritual formation. The Institute
would like to express its gratitude to
the following datevatzies for their
invaluable services as supervisors
and counselors: Dn. Nishan Baljian,
Dn. Dr. Arsen Mekaelian, Ms. Bar-
bara Baljian, Ms. Nayiri Baljian, Mr.
Arek Hamalian, Mr. James Haddad,
Mr. Harout Khatchadourian, Mrs.
Martha Mekaelian, Mr. Mikhail Me-
kaelian, Ms. Jeanette Nazarian, and
to ANEC director Gilda Kupelian
for conducting the Datev Jeopardy
program. Many thanks to those par-
ishes that subsidized a portion of the
expenses by providing scholarships.

The Institute extends its ap-
preciation to the Pashalian Family
Education Fund for the donation
of $2,000. The Institute thanks the
following generous supporters: The
Prelacy Ladies Guild (PLG), the Na-
tional Association of Ladies’ Guild
(NALG), the Artemis Chapter of
the Armenian Relief Society, Mrs.
Asdghig Kazanjian, and Mr. and
Mrs. Noubar Megerian. Thanks also
to the following donors: Mr. and
Mrs. Hrant Jilozian, Mrs. Sirvart
Kaloustian, Mr. and Mrs. Zaven
Oranjian. &
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Observations by Datevatzis

Marineh Alboyadjian
Pre-Datevatzi, St. Jobn Parish, Boynton Beach, FL.

“Datev was a great experience. I had A LOT of fun,
but it isn’t just fun and games because you have to go to
classes and chapel. You play a lot of sports including the
first ever DATEV GAMES. You also go swimming, play
volleyball, soccer, etc. 1 would really recommend going
to Datev.”

Enjoying a game of volleyball.

Aleen Sevadjian
Level 1, St. Sarkis Parish, Douglaston, NY

“This is my first year at Datev and 1 can definitely
say that I am having a great time. Datev is a great place
to meet friends and have fun, all while learning about
Armenian religion and culture. It’s something that all
Armenian youth should experience.”

Arev Turbendian
Level 11, St. Sarkis Parish, Douglaston, NY

“Datev was so fun. So far I am still looking forward
to the next three days. Datev is so different for me this
year because they teach so much how to live a good Chris-
tian life. Two years ago I didn’t get that message at all,
but maybe because I was so young. The things I learned
here I have never learned anywhere else. Datev is a great
experience. I met new people, had a great time playing
sports and most importantly learned things I wouldn’t
have learned anywhere else.”

Narine Galoyan
Level 111, 8t. Sarkis Parish, Donglaston, NY

“After missing last year’s Datev, I hesitantly returned
for my third year. Being seventeen, I thought that I might
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be too old for “camp.” After being here for four days,
I realize what had drawn me back: a loving community
of the people I enjoy most being around — Armenians.
Datev gives me great chance to meet the best people and
be educated about my culture and my religion. I hope you
come next year and meet me too...”

Krista Guzelian
Level 117, St. Gregory Parish, North Andover, M.A

“There is something about evening service that is so
moving. It offers a chance to reflect, a time to meditate.
Every day, as night sets in, I look forward to this special
time to communicate with God. I remember loved ones
I have lost, pray for my family and friends, or simply think
about my day. Sometimes I don’t even focus on one par-
ticular thing; my mind darts back and forth until I am
completely immersed in thought. Sometimes I am moved
to tears, others I find myself lost in the music. The gentle
rise and fall of the notes, the beauty of the words, the
spiritual connection — I never want it to end. Yet when it
does, I leave the chapel and prepare for bed, humming all
the while. And a gentle smile creeps across my face as I
drift into a blissful sleep.”

Listening to the rules for the Jeopardy game.

Ani Yaghmourian
Post-Graduate, Holy Trinity Parish, Worcester, M.A

“I love coming to Datev. Not only do we pray, eat
and have classes together, but we also go on trips, like to
French Creek S.P. We can either swim, canoe or paddle
boat. Itis not only the students that we spend time with.
The clergy also have fun with us also. Our motto is “We
are a family.” Datev is my home away from home.”
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Summertine fun is co d with learning.

Haig Minassian
Level 11, Sts. Vartanantz, Church, Ridgefield, NJ

“Today was the first day of Datev and we were once
again ready to learn in the programs 18" year. Thanks
to a long night’s sleep, courtesy of our night angels who
rushed us off to bed, we were energized for the day’s
classes. I was very pleased to hear that this year we started
the Datev Games, which was a mixer, allowing the stu-
dents to get to know each other better while participating
in fun activities and winning prizes (one of which is the
Datev baptism of Dn. Shant). We had a very fun and ex-
citing day overall and are looking forward to all the other
events planned for the week ahead.”

Victoria Frounjian
Level I, St. Gregory Church, North Andover, M.A

“This year was my very first year at Datev Institute. I
was skeptical at first, not knowing many people other than
the people I arrived with from my church. I later found
a friend that I knew from a prior camp and I started to
become more adjusted. After a day or so I began to know
and become friends with other Datevatzies. So far It’s a
great year and I’'m anticipating the next years to come.”

Hovsep Yaghmourian
Post-Graduate, Holy Trinity Church, Worcester, M.A

“Today was the First Annual Datev Games. It is a
competition event. I thought it went very well. I think it
helped foster a good connection between the Datevatzies
at the beginning of the week. It allowed kids who hadn’t
previously known each other to work together to com-
pete in an enjoyable environment. It provided everyone
with a chance to have a little fun as a cohesive group. I can
only see it getting better in years to come.”
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Natalia Sadaniantz
Level 111, Sts. Vartanantz Church, Providence, RI

“This is my third year at Datev and each year it has
been getting better and better. I have learned so much
and this year. I am learning Krapar. I love learning lan-
guages and classical forms of languages. Today, the post-
graduates pulled a prank on us and it was a water balloon
fight. I am sure next year will be even better. I can’t wait
till Talent Show night.”

Paul Megerian
Level IV, 8t. Sarkis Parish, Douglaston, NY

“Being in my fourth year has brought a big change
to my life. All the new challenges we have to face as we
progress (for example, the incredible lectures, the guest
speakers and the Bible Studies) all brought different per-
spectives to my views on life. In the end, I feel fulfilled.
Do not get me wrong... it’s not all based studies. Even
the social interaction provides a unique opportunity to
grow. I am graduating this year and coming back next
year, where I hope I will see Nishan standing at the door
with water balloons!”

The 2004 gradnating class.

Megerdich “Mgo” Kassabian
Level I, St. Gregory Parish, North Andover, M.A

“This is my first at year Datev. In my first forty-five
minutes here, I decided I wouldn’t come back next year,
chiefly because I was hungry. However, I have changed
my mind because 1 have made new friends, 1 have seen
old friends, and I saw Deacon Nishan. I have learned new
things about the Church that I did not know about, as
well as some new sharagans. 1 have enjoyed our free time
activities, especially the Datev Games competition, where
I soaked many Datevatzies with water balloons. My final
word to people who may wish to come next year: enjoy it,
because you will make many lifelong friends!”
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Mid-Atlantic Regional Adult Seminar

Focuses on Current Ethical and Moral Issues

he bucolic St. Mary of Providence Center in Elver-

son, Pennsylvania, was the setting for a gathering of
over 20 people who attended the first of three regional
seminars for adults sponsored by the Armenian Religious
Education Council (AREC) of the Eastern Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America.

The seminar, entitled “Critical Issues of Life and
Faith: An Armenian Orthodox Perspective,” attracted
participants from New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania
and Washington, DC, on the weekend of June 24-20,
2004, and included lectures, Bible studies, mini-group
and panel discussions, and worship services. The eminent
Armenian Orthodox ethicist and theologian, Professor
Vigen Guroian, was the main speaker.

The weekend program began with a Bible study on
Friday evening presented by Deacon Shant Kazanjian,
Executive Director of AREC. Setting the tone for the
program, Dn. Shant expounded on St. Paul’s letter to the
Romans, Chapter 6, where the Apostle underscores the
reality that moral and ethical living is predicated on one’s
baptism into Jesus the Christ. Through a close study of
the text, Dn. Shant showed that while baptism in Christ
confers new life, which is a gift, it also imposes a great
demand to live and behave in a manner that corresponds

to the Gospel, namely, to live under the Lordship of Jesus
Christ.

Saturday’s program centered on current moral
and ethical issues ranging from abortion, reproductive
technologies, homosexuality, suicide, euthanasia, to gay
marriage. The keynote speaker was Dr. Vigen Guroian,
Professor of Theology and Ethics at Loyola College in
Baltimore, Maryland.

Before delving into these topics, Dr. Guroian pro-
vided the necessary background to Christian Ethics. He
began by reflecting on a number of scriptural passages,
including Romans 12:1-2, Matthew 5:1-12, 2 Peter 1:1-11.
Referring to the passage in Romans, Dr. Guroian said,
based on what God has done for us in the person of Jesus
Christ, “Christian ethics is born into the wotld. We don’t
invent it. We don’t create it. It is given to us, and then it
becomes our responsibility, and it becomes our calling to
be in a certain way in the world. And that certain way
is incarnate, it is enfleshed in one man—representative
man—who was without sin, who was holy, who was per-
fect, just as he called us to be perfect, ‘Be perfect, there-
fore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

He went on to discuss the Beatitudes as “the constitu-
tion of the Kingdom,” the graces of God communicated

Seminar participants and leaders.
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The seminar elicited questions and comments from the participants.

to us through the sacraments, the role and the place of
ascetical effort, the link between ethical living and deifica-
tion. “We have to be conformed to Christ, we have to be
embossed by Him. Our minds must be remade and our
whole nature must be transformed, and this begins with
baptism,” he said.

After receiving a bit of training and background, the
group was divided into five teams of four or five people
charged with researching the Bible passages and discuss-
ing modern issues relevant to the topics of abortion,
suicide, reproductive technologies, gay marriage and cre-
mation. The purpose of this exercise was to enable each
group to research the topic assigned, present its findings
and identify modern issues and discuss these with the
larger group. The discussions brought to light the scrip-
tural teachings of each topic and how the teachings of the
Bible transcend time and guide us even through modern
technological advances.

These topics were further revisited in a lively panel
discussion in the afternoon, which broadened and en-
riched the perspectives. The panelists were V. Rev. Pr.
Krikor Chifjian, Communications Officer of the Cath-
olicate of Cilicia, Dr. Carlo Bayrakdarian, and Dr. Meline
Karakashian.

The participants were pleased that the Prelacy spon-
sored this event, and encouraged the leadership to present
the church’s views on these important topics to a wider
audience. The general sentiment was that more of these
seminars should be held, with similar size groups to pro-
mote free discussion, understanding and fellowship.

In order to critique the two-day seminar, evaluation
forms were provided to all of the participants. The evalu-
ations could be signed or be submitted anonymously.
Some of the comments were:

October 2004

“I really enjoyed the Adult Christian Education
program. The lectures were very insightful, thought
provoking and even controversial. It resembled a Datev
post-graduate class with more mature discussions and ex-
perienced perspectives on the critical issues of Armenian
faith. Dr. Guroian is an exceptional lecturer and I learned
a lot from him.”

“The weekend was fulfilling, nourishing, and enlight-
ening, I would return next year and encourage others to
do the same.”

“I learned how to use the Bible, how to use its teach-
ings in my daily life. And I learned more about our Arme-
nian Church teachings.”

Almost all of the participants suggested that similar
seminars should be organized more than once a yeat. One
participant realized he or she needed “to start getting se-
rious about reading the Bible.” Some felt the seminars
should be longer and at least one participant suggested
that the topics should focus on issues that the Armenian
Church needs to face as a matter of survival.

Everyone felt that it was a blessing to have a promi-
nent theologian like Dr. Guroian lead the seminar. Dr.
Guroian is the first Armenian theologian ever elected
to the American Theological Society and the Orthodox
Theological Society of America. He has served on the
Board of Directors of the Society of Christian Ethics,
has been active in both the National Council of Churches
and the World Council of Churches, and is a member of
numerous editorial boards. His published works include
nearly 150 articles, and six books with three more sched-
uled for publication later this year.

The Prelacy bookstore has most of Professor Gu-
roian’s published books for sale. For information go to
the web page, Iwwwarmenianprelacy.orgl, or telephone the

bookstore manager at 212-689-7810. &

— -

The speakers successfully engaged the participants to think about the issues.
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Clergy Training

he shortage of qualified clergy

is not a situation peculiar to the
Armenian Church. In nearly every
denomination there are parishes
without the services of a full-time
pastor.

Last year an issue of Owtreach
(July/August/September)  explored
the problems faced by the Armenian
Church in this respect. An excep-
tional articles by Archpriest Fr. An-
tranig Baljian about the imperative
of clergy recruitment and training
gave a complete overview of the
problem and offered practical solu-
tions. In the same issue, an article by
Professor Khachig Tololyan about
the challenge of recruiting Ameri-
can-born priests was reprinted from
the February 1981 issue of Outreach.
What was striking about Professor
Tololyan’s article was that so little
had changed in 22 years!

From the moment of Arch-

Introducing

Father Taniel

Deacon Joseph Garabedian
was ordained and consecrated as
a celibate priest on Sunday, June
6, 2004, in the Cathedral of St
Gregory the Illuminator in An-
telias, Lebanon, and given a new
name, Fr. Taniel.

In keeping with the canons of
the Armenian Church, the Service
of Calling to the Priesthood began
Saturday evening after Vespers
service. The candidate’s life, faith
and readiness to enter the ministry
of priesthood were examined. The
ordination and consecration took
place on the next day, officiated
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The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are femw.

bishop Oshagan’s election as Prelate
in 1998, he made this challenge a pri-
ority and in six years a great deal of
progress has been made. So much so
that recently the Prelate said, “I am
beginning to see the light at the end
of the tunnell”

Archbishop Oshagan has consis-
tently emphasized the importance of
education for our clergy. “In order
to perform their mission and duties
in a noble way, it is important that
clergymen are given proper educa-
tion. Education gives the clergy the
opportunity to perform duties more
effectively and productively. It is nec-
essaty to learn in order to teach. It is
necessaty to be filled spiritually and
intellectually in order to fi// the souls
and minds of others,” he said.

Various funds have been
formed, like the Col. Harry and Al-
ice Sachaklian Fund, specifically for
clergy recruitment and the Seminary.

(Matthew 9:37)

Since 2001, Atchbishop Oshagan
has made a Fathers’ Day appeal to
a group of friends and supporters
specifically for the Prelacy’s clergy
recruitment and training program.

This year, His Eminence made
the following appeal:

“Fathers’ Day, June 20, 2004

“I am writing to you on Fathers’
Day—a day that we celebrate the
love and dedication of all fathers
for their family and community. This
year, we have been celebrating the
Year of the Family, which gave us an
extra dimension in our appreciation
of our fathers and mothers.

“It occurred to me that one
group of fathers that we need to
recognize is the clergy—our spiritual
fathers. We have been blessed by the
spirit and dedication of the clergy
who traveled to America in the late

by Archbishop Sebouh Sarkissian,
Prelate of the Diocese of Tehran.
Fr. Taniel was born in Beirut
on December 10, 1979. He came
to the United States with his fam-
ily in 1988 when he was nine years
old. He is the son of Garabed
and Lucy Garabedian who live
in River Edge, New Jersey. The
July/August/September issue of
Outreach featured an interview with
Deacon Joseph Garabedian, who
talked candidly about his experi-
ences at the Seminary of the Cili-
cian See and his hopes and dreams
for the future. Recent issues of Ouz-
reach are on the Prelacy web page,
www.armenianprelacy.org.



1950s and 1960s to serve this com-
munity. When I arrived in the United
States to serve as Prelate in 1998,
many of these priests were in their
fourth and fifth decade of service.

“It became clear to me that we
had to provide a new generation
of spiritual fathers and I dedicated
myself and our Prelacy to the impor-
tant task of recruiting and training
qualified candidates. In 2001, the
Prelacy established the Father’s Day
Godfather appeal program to help
financially support these endeavors.

“Since 1998, six young men have
been ordained and are serving the
spiritual needs of our community.
Four are studying and will soon be
ready to begin their service. This past
year we have seen even more prog-
ress because of our efforts and your
support. I would like to share with
you the advances we have made.

“In May 2003, Deacons Hovsep
Shitilian and Nishan Baljian gradu-
ated from the Theological Seminary
in Antelias. Deacon Hovsep was or-
dained on June 8, 2003, and given the
new name of Bedros. Der Bedros ar-
rived in the United States in Decem-
ber 2003 and after several months
of orientation and additional train-
ing, has been assigned to serve St.
Illuminator’s Cathedral in New York
City. Deacon Nishan is continuing
his studies in a post-graduate pro-
gram at St. Nersess Seminary in New
York. He is the first Prelacy clergy
candidate accepted as a student at St.
Nersess. Concurrently with his stud-
ies he is serving as an assistant to the
pastor of Sts. Vartanantz Church in
New Jersey.

“Deacon Joseph Garabedian
graduated from the Seminary in An-
telias in May 2004, and was ordained
a celibate priest two weeks ago and
given the new name, Taniel. He will
receive additional training this year
while serving in Lebanon and will

continued on page 48
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A Conversation with Deacon Nishan Baljian

Editors Note: Deacon Nishan Balji-
an’s visit to the Prelacy offices during the
summer provided an opportunity for a nice
informal chat with wus. Nishan graduated
Jrom the Seminary in Antelias, 1ebanon,
in May 2003, and is now in bis second year
of study at St. Nersess Seminary in New
York. He is the first candidate to the priest-
hood from the Eastern Prelacy to study at
St. Nersess, by special arrangement between
the Prelate and Primate, Archbishop Os-
hagan Choloyan and Archbishop Khajag
Barsamian, respectively, and the Dean of
the Seminary, Fr. Daniel Findukyan.

Dun. Nishan is the son of Archpriest
Fr. Antranig and Yeretzgeen Baljian. Der
Antranig was the first American born
candidate to be ordained in the Eastern
Prelacy. Ordained in 1976, Der Antranig
first served the Indian Orchard commn-
nity and is now the pastor of St. Stephen’s
Church in  Watertown, Massachusetts.
Deacon Nishan’s sister, Nayiri, is also an
active participant in the life of the Church
and hopes to serve in an official capacity
sometime in the future.

Being the son of a priest meant
that Nishan literally grew up
in the Church. “I was always active
in the Church since I was a small
boy,” he recalled. “Having a priest
as a father will do that. I cannot ever
remember a time when I was not ac-
tive in the Church. I started attend-
ing Sunday school when I was very
young, and I was holding candles
at the altar when I was about six
years old. When I was eight I started
serving on the altar during the sum-
mer on the days when there was no
Sunday school. I would help out in
whatever capacity needed. Gradu-
ally, it became a habit and before I
knew it I was serving on the altar on
a regular basis.”

Nishan showed musical talent at
an early age and began taking music
lessons. “I learned the Badarak and
began playing the organ in church
when I was thirteen years old. Aftera
while, I was either in Sunday school,
on the altar, or playing the organ. By

continued on page 48

A Photo from the Prelacy Archives: Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, of blessed memory, presents the lectionary to

_young acolyte Nishan Baljian, ordaining him to the order of reader. Assisting His Eminence are, left to right,
Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, Archdeacon Shant Kazanjian, and Archdeacon Hrayr Santonrian.
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continued from page 47...Clergy Training
then return to the United States next
spring to serve our community.
“Deacon Serop Terterian, a
graduate of the Seminary in Ante-
lias, served at the Prelacy from Janu-
ary 2002 until January 2004 when he
returned to Lebanon. Deacon Serop
will be married next month and will
be ordained in October 2004. While
in New York he furthered his studies
at the General Theological Seminary.
Since January 2004, he has been con-
tinuing his studies at the Near East
School of Theology in Lebanon.
“Deacon Vatche Bozoyan, an-
other graduate of the Seminary in
Antelias, has been completing ad-
ditional studies at the Seminary and
will be ordained in October 2004.
“All of these young men have a

calling to serve the Church. They are
intelligent, motivated and dedicated.
They deserve the best education
and training we can provide. What
we give them today will come back
manifold in service tomorrow. As
the Bible tells us, “Cast your bread
upon the waters, for after many days
you will get it back” (Ecclesiastes
11:1).

“You and others have recog-
nized the importance of clergy
development and training. We have
recently been blessed by a generous
donation to our Endowment Fund
from Mrs. Alice Sachaklian to sup-
port clergy training, However, there
is still so much more to be done. As
you can see, our financial need is
great, but the cause is also great for

the future of our Church.

“Today we are celebrating Fa-
thers Day nationally as Americans.
As Armenian Americans let us ex-
tend our celebration in honor of our
spiritual fathers and provide them
the support they need and deserve.
Please consider making a donation in
support of our sacred duty of pre-
paring dedicated clergy to serve our
beloved Church and community.”

Prayerfully,
ARCHBISHOP OSHAGAN”

The need for funds for clergy recruitment
and education is ongoing. For information
about how you can be part of this endeavor
contact the Prelacy office, 212-689-7810
and speak with the Executive Director.

continued from page 47...Nishan Baljian

the time I was 14 years old, Sunday
school just sort of fell out of the pic-
ture. Now whenever I go to Sunday
school graduations, I feel a little sad
because I am reminded that I never
actually graduated from Sunday
school.”

Sometime around his eatly teens,
Nishan began to realize that being a
priest was a viable option for him.
“It was something I felt, something
I was close to. I knew the structure,
or at least I thought I knew the struc-
ture. I realize now, of coutrse, that I
had no real idea. Nevertheless it was
something that came natural to me.”

During his junior year at the
University of Massachusetts at Am-
herst, Nishan had his first serious
conversation with the Prelate about
going to the Seminary in Antelias.
“At that time I knew this is the path
I wanted to take. I remember even
thinking after I decided I wanted to
become a priest, that after I received
my bachelor’s degree I would get
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a master’s degree in music before
going to the Seminary. But then I
realized that this would not only be
wasting my time but wasting every-
one else’s time and resources. So,
by the time I got to the end of my
undergraduate education I knew that
the next step for me was Antelias
and the Seminary.”

Nishan graduated from the
University of Massachusetts in May
2001 and started studying at the
Seminary in October. “I found it
very challenging” he says. “Not nec-
essarily the work, but the social and
cultural change. It is a different en-
vironment with its own timing, net-
work, system, ideas and traditions.
It is difficult to understand fully. At
times I felt a little unprepared. I real-
ized how different other parts of the
world are from the world I lived in.
Up to that time I had been out of
the country only for short visits here
and there. All I knew was my life in
the United States with my family and
friends. Truthfully, after my first year

1 was hesitant to return. But I did go
back. I missed a few months, but by
working hard I was able to catch-up,
complete the work and graduate on
schedule.”

From the Seminary and its envi-
ronment, Nishan received two major
insights: First, an innate knowledge
of the Armenian language, and sec-
ond, a thorough knowledge of the
liturgical services. “I was able to be-
come familiar with many impressive
services, like the daily prayer servic-
es, that are seen only at major centers
of the Armenian Church. Now that
I am back in the States I realize how
much I miss the full liturgical cycle.”

Upon his return from Antelias,
Nishan was ready for the next step.
He recalled how his first official
meeting with Oshagan Srpazan was
in his senior year in college. At that
time the Archbishop had told him
that when he completed his studies
at Antelias and returned, the Prelacy
would encourage him to continue

his education. “It was Srpazan’s and
continued on page 56



News from the
Catholicosate

International Conference for Educators

Educators from around the world gathered at the Ca-
tholicosate from August 5 to 7, and shared their ideas and
concerns about Armenian education in the Diaspora at an
International Conference organized by the Catholicosate
of the Great House of Cilicia. Representing the Eastern
Prelacy were Gilda B. Kupelian, director of the Armenian
National Education Committee and Houry Boyamian,
principal of St. Stephen’s Elementary School, Watertown,
Massachusetts.

In his opening address, His Holiness Aram I identi-
fied the concerns and challenges facing the Armenian
Christian educational context of pluralistic societies. He
addressed a number of critical issues, and then posed
two questions: What does it mean to be an Armenian
Christian? How should we form the Armenian Christian
for tomorrow? His Holiness underscored the crucial im-
portance of re-evaluating and renewing our educational
methodologies, strategies and programs by making them
more relevant. His Holiness proposed that Armenia and
the Diaspora together engage in a process of developing
a Pan-Armenian educational policy with particular em-
phasis on the wotldwide Armenian Diaspora.

The agenda of the conference included the following
topics: The actual state of education in different conti-
nents where Armenian communities live; the implications
of globalization to education; the role of the church in
Armenian Christian formation; the family as an important
educational instrument; the impact of pluralistic societies
on Armenian education; the use and misuse of technol-
ogy in education; the role of the textbooks and the extra
curricula activities; human resources; formation and train-
ing; the contribution of Saturday schools, Sunday schools
and children’s camps to education; the importance of new
community schools for the Armenian communities estab-
lished in the West.

All of the participants considered the conference to
be a good opportunity to look at the question of educa-
tion in a broader perspective and an important forum for
sharing experiences. Many hoped that there would be a
continuous process and urged the Catholicosate to take a
leading role in reorganizing education in the Diaspora.

His Holiness reaffirmed his conviction that Arme-
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nian Christian education must acquire a priority place and
be a major focus on the agenda of the Church’s agenda,
particulatly in the Diaspora. The Catholicos considered
the conference to be a significant and concrete step for-
ward in terms of developing a pan-Armenian policy on
education. “Such a policy,” His Holiness said, “must first
critically review the present educational methodologies,
strategies and programs; second, it must take into consid-
eration the impact of globalization and the actual realities
and emerging concerns related to specific environments;
and third, it must aim to make education more relevant
and credible. The globalized world constantly and seri-
ously challenges us to take seriously our educational
norms and values by remaining faithful to the Gospel
message.”

In his closing remarks His Holiness identified three
words, which should occupy a central place in educational
work: relevance, coherence and integrity. He said, “We are
living in different contexts. We must, therefore, develop
different educational procedures and strategies. We are
citizens of different countries, yet we are Armenians and
part of the globalized world. We have our own convic-
tions, values and norms, but we are living in a new envi-
ronment. Hence, it is vitally important that we develop
the educational policy that provides integrity, relevance
and coherence to our educational work, at the same time
preserving our Armenian Christian identity. This is a great
challenge before us and we must take it seriously and re-
sponsibly.”

Catholicos Aram I Issues Statement on
Bombing of Christian Sites in Iraq

His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House
of Cilicia, issued a statement on the bombing of churches
in Iraq on August 1. One of the churches that was hit was
the Armenian Catholic Church in Baghdad. The Christian
population in Iraq is estimated to be about 800,000 of
which approximately 20,000 are Armenians.

In his statement His Holiness said: “For centuries
Christians and Muslims have lived together in the Middle
East. Centuries of coexistence, interaction and dialogue
of life have created close affinities in different spheres
of society life as well as common values and traditions.
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Therefore, the Christian-Moslem coexistence is neither a
conceptual notion nor an imposed reality; it is an integral
and inseparable part of the societies in the Middle East.
Violence in all its forms and expressions is against human
and religious values and principles. We have repeatedly
stressed the need for dialogue, solidarity, mutual toler-
ance, respect and understanding. Neither Islam nor Chris-
tianity will accept violence as a way to solve problems.
Bombing of Christian churches in Iraq is a deep harm
against the Christian-Moslem existence. Both Christians
and Moslems with their equal obligations and rights are
co-citizens of the Arab countries. It is my firm expecta-
tion that the government of Iraq will take the necessary
measures to protect the rights and the well being of all
citizens. It is also my expectations that Christians and
Muslims in Iraq and in different parts of the Middle East
will continue their dialogue and collaboration based on
shared values and aspirations, and strengthen their com-
mitment to peace and justice.”

75™ Anniversary of Cilician Seminary
Will be Commemorated Next Year

The year 2005 marks the 75" anniversary of the
Theological Seminary of the Holy See of Cilicia. His
Holiness will issue an encyclical in January in honor of
this occasion asking all dioceses within the See of Cilicia
to mark this occasion with appropriate commemorations.
Next year will also mark the 10™ anniversary of the elec-
tion and consecration of His Holiness Aram .

The Seminary’s anniversary will be marked at dif-
ferent times during the entire year beginning in January
through to December in all of the dioceses within the ju-
risdiction of the Cilician See. His Holiness is expected to
attend the various commemorative events, including the
Hastern Prelacy from October 21 to November 8, 2005.

Cilician Theological Seminary
Concludes 74" Year

The Cilician See’s Theological Seminary located in
the mountain town of Bikfaya, Lebanon, successfully
concluded its 74" year on June 25. That the fruits of
the Seminary have had a worldwide impact cannot be
disputed. During the past 74 years thousands of young
Armenians have passed through the Seminary. Among its
students have been future catholicoses, archbishops, bish-
ops, celibate and married priests, teachers, headmaster,
and choir directors, as well as writers and intellectuals.

The history of this institution is a tribute to the dedi-
cation and intelligence of the Armenian people. Since its
founding in 1930, the Seminary has produced four cathol-
icoses: Zareh I (first graduate of the Seminary); Khoren
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I, Karekin II (later also Karekin I of Etchmiadzin), and
Aram I, the current catholicos.

Dikran and Diana Hadjetian Establish Publications
Fund in Memory of Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

The Catholicosate recently announced that a Publica-
tions Fund in memory of Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian
was established through a generous donation of $50,000
by Dikran and Diana Hadjetian of Canada. The Hadje-
tians are faithful supporters of the Armenian Church and
were very supportive of the late Archbishop’s charitable
projects in Armenia.

Catholicos Mourns Death of
Ecumenical Leader

Archbishop Edward Scott, the 10" primate of the
Anglican Church in Canada, and former Moderator of
the Executive and Central Committees of the World
Council of Churches (WCC), died last week in a car ac-
cident near Toronto. The Archbishop was a well-known
and respected leader of the Ecumenical Movement. He
was a close friend of Catholicos Karekin I, of blessed
memory, and Catholicos Aram I who is currently the
Moderator of the Executive and Central Committees of
the WCC.

Catholicos Aram expressed his condolences and de-
scribed Archbishop Scott as a “gifted minister and strong
leader. He served his church with firm commitment and
profound love. Archbishop Scott also served the Ecu-
menical Movement in general and the World Council of
Churches in particular with a clear vision of the unity of
the church. As Moderator from 1975 to 1983, through his
reports and reflections, Archbishop Scott emphasized the
centrality of the local church and the critical importance
of the pastoral dimension in our ecumenical engagement.
The Ecumenical Movement owes a great deal to the ecu-
menical contribution of Archbishop Scott. May God ac-
cept his soul in His eternal kingdom.”

His Holiness Aram I in Korea

His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House
of Cilicia, was in South Korea to chair the meeting of
the WCC Executive Committee of the World Council of
Churches, from August 20 to August 28.

Topics that were considered during the meetings in-
cluded, the vitality of the churches and the Ecumenical
Movement in Korea; Peace and Reconciliation in the di-
vided Korea; Preparations for the WCC 9th General As-
sembly, which will take place in Brazil in 2006; Review of
the work of the WCC Pacific office; and Progress report
on relations with partner organizations.
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and Parish Activities

[For more information and photographs on most of the items listed please visit the Prelacy’s web site, kvwwarmenianprelacy.or,gh.

Three Prelates of North American
Prelacies Meet on West Coast

On Wednesday and Thursday, June 23 and 24, the
Western Prelacy hosted a meeting of the three prelates of
North America.

Participating in the meeting were His Eminence
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the Eastern
Prelacy; His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Hagopian,
Prelate of Canada; and the Prelate of the host prelacy,
His Eminence Archbishop Moushegh Mardirosian.

The concept of the meeting of the three prelacies
originated from a meeting with His Holiness Aram I,
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, members of
the Central Executive Committee, the above mentioned
three prelacies, and representatives of the three prelacies,
at which time the concerns and questions of the North
American Prelacies were examined.

The meeting opened on Wednesday morning, 10:
30 a.m., with a joint prayer. The Prelates had on the
agenda the field of work emanating from the mission
of the Armenian Apostolic Church, specifically taking
into consideration the American circumstances and the
spiritual needs of the faithful. The scrutiny was meant
to create a harmonious coexistence between the three
prelacies.

The agenda included the following questions and
programs:

e The task of Christian Education (Sunday School
correlated curriculum, planning of religious education in
schools).

e Preparation of deacons and acolytes.

e Programs for Bible study groups.

e Organization of youth groups and religious
movements.

e Plans for
expansion of parish activities.

e Methods of improving the work of the clergy.

e Programs for the celebraton of the 75"
anniversary of the Cilician Theological Seminary.

e Canonical questions.

e Improving communications and publications.

e Ways to support Armenia, Artsakh, and Javakh.

e Ecumenical relationships.

organization, re-vitalization and

In order to pursue the above-mentioned points,
programs and work directives were prepared. The Prelates
decided to keep in constant touch with each other during
the course of the program’s implementation in order to
coordinate the work of the three prelacies. It was also
decided to organize similar gatherings, which would
include the executive councils, or their representatives, of
the three prelacies in order to further advance cooperation
and coordination.

Translation of a communiqué from Western Prelacy

St. John the Baptist Church Receives Visit

Visit to Syracuse commmunity, back row left to right: Karen Jehanian, Anonsh
M. Santangelo, Archbishop Oshagan, Noubar Megerian. Front row, left to right:
Zephyr Minassian, Arpi Mesrobian, Nevart Apikian, Vartkas Minassian.

His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan
visited the community of the St. John the Baptist Church
in Syracuse, New York, on Sunday, May 30. The Prelate
was accompanied by current and former executive
council members, Noubar Megerian and Karen Jehanian,
respectively.

After nearly fifty years, the Armenian Community
Center of Onondaga County/St. John the Baptist
Armenian Apostolic Church, was sold on May 25, 2004.
This small but at one-time vibrant and active community
gathered in its home one last time to pray and remember
the events and moments shared in the building by the
families of Syracuse and environs. During his sermon,
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Oshagan Srpazan remembered the founding members
and praised their courage to purchase the land and build
the church and community center. He later compared
his feelings as a bishop, to those of a parent who loses
a child.

A wonderful luncheon was highlighted by the
words of the founding members, Vartkas Minassian and
Arpena Mesrobian and the current chairperson, Anoush
Minassian Santangelo.

The Rev. James Young, pastor of the Gethsemane
Baptist Church (the new owners of the building) recalled
his experience of meeting Professor Vahakn Dadrian,
who taught him about the Armenian Genocide and
gave him an appreciation of the Armenian struggle. Rev.
Young said he thought that God showed him the way to
the St. John the Baptist Church and he offered words
of encouragement to the group gathered. He also most
graciously offered use of the building for services. While
the building may have been sold, the community will
continue to be served by the Prelacy with visiting clergy.

St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School Students
Ranked in Top 10% Nationwide

Each academic year, the students in grades 2 and
4 from St. Stephen’s Elementary School in Watertown,
Massachusetts, take the Comprehensive Tests of Basic
Skills (CTBS) in reading, language arts, math, science and
social studies.

This year the students in the 4™ grade scored in
the top 10% in reading, language arts, and math, while
students in the 2* grade scored in the top 15% in reading
and language arts, and in the top 5% in math.

The test results provide information that helps
improve instruction, enhance programs and provide
reliable measures of accountability,” said Mrs. Houry
Boyamian, principal of the school. “Every year we
compare our students’ scores in all the major subjects
to the national averages and we found high achievement
across the board. In fact, we are very happy that our
second grade students scored in the top 5% nationwide
in math.”

V. Rev. Fr. Shahan Sarkissian
Elected Prelate of Syria

V. Rev. Fr. Shahan Sarkissian was elected as Prelate
of the Diocese of Syria on May 7, 2004. Hayr Shahan
assumed office on June 11. As he entered the city he was
greeted by the highest government officials of Aleppo,
the consul general of the Republic of Armenia, leaders
of the various Christian communities, and members of
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the Central Executive of the Armenian Church in Syria.

Prelate Attends Hovnanian School
8" Grade Graduation

Archbishop Oshagan congratulates the 8th grade gradnates at Hovnanian School.

Archbishop Oshagan attended the 8" grade
graduation ceremony at the Hovnanian Armenian
School in New Milford, New Jersey. His Eminence
addressed parents and the graduating students expressing
his appreciation of the parents sacrifice to send their
children to an Armenian School and offered praise and
congratulations to the graduating class, the administration,
and the founders of the school.

St. Sarkis in Douglaston, New York
Launches Land Project

Seen in the photo above are, left to right: Dr. Aram Cazazian, Bedros Givelekian,
V. Rev. Fr. Anonshavan Tanielian, State Senator Frank Padavan, Archbishop
Oshagan Choloyan, Ambassador Armen Martirosyan, Gaydzag Boyadjian, and
Dr. Arthur Kubikian.

The parishioners of St. Sarkis Church in Douglaston,
New York, have embarked upon a project to raise the
funds to purchase the adjacent vacant land from the
city of New York, in order to expand their facilities and



provide better services.

During an initial fundraising, called “Land and
Vision” on May 23, more than $170,000 was raised.
New York State Senator Frank Padavan (11™ District,
Northeastern Queens) was honored for the assistance
he has provided St. Sarkis since the church relocated to
Douglaston in 1990.

Armenian Relief Society Honors
Antranig Boudakian as Father of the Year

The New York Erebouni Chapter of the Armenian
Relief Society honored Antranig Boudakian as the Father
of the Year at a Fathers’ Day Dinner Dance on June 19
in Little Neck, New York. Mr. Boudakian is a well-known
and respected community leader and friend of the Prelacy
as a staunch supporter of the Pillars Program and the
annual raffle fundraising that he has chaired for the last
five years with outstanding results.

St. Illuminator’s Cathedral Honors
Archpriest Fr. Moushegh Der Kaloustian
As Father of the Year

Archpriest Fr. Moushegh Der Kaloustian, who served
as pastor of St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in New York City
for many years, was honored as the Cathedral’s Father of
the Year during a special luncheon. Although now retired,
Der Moushegh continues to serve the Eastern Prelacy as
an Outreach priest and often travels to various parishes.

Holy Trinity Church Pastor and Parishioners
Visit Armenian Nursing Home

Clergy and parishioners visit Armenian Nursing Home

Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian and parishioners of the
Holy Trinity Church in Worcester, Massachusetts, visited
the Armenian Nursing Home in Jamaica Plains on June
5. Also attending were Rev. Fr. Aram Stepanian, pastor
of Sourp Advaddzadzin Church, Whitinsville; Archpriest
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Fr. Antranig Baljian, St. Stephen’s Church, Watertown;
Rev. Fr. Vartan Kassabian, St. Gregory Church, North
Andover; and Rev. Fr. Bedros Shetilian, associate pastor
of St. Stephen’s, Watertown.

Der Sarkis celebrated the Divine Liturgy for the
residents of the Home, who listened attentively, joined
in the singing, and received Holy Communion. Members
of the choir included all of the clergy present and Yn.
Maggi Aktavoukian, Yn. Maggi Stepanian, and Mary
Asadoorian.

Class of 2004 Completes
Siamanto Academy Program

The Siamanto graduates with principal, Dn. Krikor Lakissian

They all spoke with nostalgia about their three years
at the Siamanto Academy. This year’s graduates, Mark
Yetemian, Sylvie Aghjayan, Marie Demirchyan, and
Massis Sarkissian, each read their graduation speeches
with emotion and gratitude for the enriching experience
they had at the Academy.

Sponsored by the Armenian National Education
Committee (ANEC), the three year weekly program
focuses on language, literature, history, Christian studies
and current events in addition to guest lecturers on
various Armenian cultural disciplines. This, in addition to
the field trips that enhance the traditional, national values
that the students embrace, provide a unique educational
opportunity.

In the presence of parents and guests, Siamanto
principal, Deacon Krikor Lakissian, and ANEC executive
director, Gilda B. Kupelian, the graduates dressed in their
caps and gowns, walked into the hall amidst enthusiastic
applause.

Dn. Lakissian gave a brief account of last yeat’s
activities and Ms Kupelian provided an overview of the
Academy’s three year accredited program. The graduates
received their diplomas, awards and gifts from ANEC.

A reception hosted by the parents concluded the
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day’s joyous festivities.

The Academy’s 2004-2005 term will begin next
month. For information contact the ANEC office,
anec@armenianprelacy.org or 212-689-7810.

Archbishop Oshagan Attends
Homenetmen Games

Archbishop Oshagan attended the HMEM Eastern
Region USAs 14" Inter-Chapter games over the July 4*
weekend in Boston. His Eminence attended the banquet
on July 4 at which time he offered the invocation and a
message to the large gathering, In keeping with the theme
of the year—The Family—the Prelate said, “You are all
members of this family. You all have an important role
to play. When family members stick together, the family
gets stronger. The Homenetmen is the most widespread
Armenian organization. As it used to be said about the
British Empire, it can be said today that the sun never sets
on the Homenetmen.”

Archbishop Oshagan also attended the closing
ceremony on Monday, July 5, which was held indoors
because of the weather. The Center in Watertown was
filled with participants and guests from ten chapters in the
United States and Canada. The Prelate told the overflow
crowd, “I feel power and energy in this room. Power and
energy that must be used for the good of our community
and in service to God and goodness.”

Prelate Attends ARS Convention

Archbishop Oshagan offered the opening prayer at
the convention of the Eastern Region of the Armenian
Relief Society in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. His Eminence
praised the members of this great charitable organization
for their past and present endeavors and urged the
membership to continue their much-needed humanitarian
and educational projects.

St. Sarkis Parishioners Visit
Armenia and Artsakh

A group of parishioners and friends of St. Sarkis
Church, Douglaston, New York, under the leadership
of their pastor, V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, visited
Armenia and Artsakh from August 16 to 30.

Many of the individuals on the tour are sponsors
of children through the Prelacy’s Orphan Sponsorship
Program. Fr. Anoushavan planned a reunion with the
children and their sponsors at a special dinner party in
Yerevan. More than 45 children attended and the event
became one of the highlights of the trip.
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St. Gregory Church, Philadelphia
Involves Youth in Life of Church

St. Gregory Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
makes a special extra effort to involve young people in
the life of the church. Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian has
introduced many wonderful and meaningful ways of
bringing youthful participation to the church services.
In one such event, now a tradition in Philadelphia, on
Assumption Day, young girls are recruited to take part in
the Blessing of Grapes. After the blessing ceremony, the
girls (dressed in traditional Armenian costumes) are given
baskets of the blessed grapes which they distribute to
the parishioners. This year the distributors of the grapes
(seen in the photo above with Der Hayr) were: Ankine
Sarkessian, Aleen Streeter, Hripsime Sarkessian, Noune
Sarkessian, Tzoline Karakelian and Lousig Khararjian.

Ordinations at St. Paul Church,
Waukegan, Illinois

On the weekend of May 8 and 9, Archbishop
Oshagan visited the community of St. Paul Armenian
Apostolic Church in Waukegan, Illinois, one of the
smallest church communities in the Eastern Prelacy.

This visit was manifold in purpose. It was an
occasion to honor Archpriest Arshag Daghlian for his
many years of service to the Church and his dedication
to the Waukegan parish as an outreach priest after his



retirement. It was also an opportunity for the Prelate to
ordain deacons and acolytes, and to meet and welcome
their new visiting priest, Der Arsen Kassabian of St.
Hagop Armenian Church of Racine, Wisconsin.

On Saturday evening, May 8, the members of the
parish feted Archbishop Oshagan, Der Arshag, Der Arsen
and Der Zareh Sahagian of All Saints Church, Glenview,
Illinois, at a dinner in honor of Archpriest Daghlian. It
was noted that Der Arshag served as the priest of the
newly formed St. Paul Church in 1966.

The following day, Sunday, May 9, Archbishop
Oshagan celebrated the Divine Liturgy, with the assistance
of Archpriest Arshag and Der Arsen. During the Liturgy,
sub-deacons Dr. Arsen Mekaelian, Sam Haroian and
Asadour Soulakian were ordained as Deacons. Two sets
of brothers were ordained as sub-deacons: Mikhail and
Khoogas Mekaelian and Vasken and Zadeeg Haroian. This
was an especially thrilling experience for the parishioners
to witness these ordinations which were the first that have
taken place in the Waukegan Church in over thirty years.
The Prelate delivered a short homily relative to the duties
and responsibilities of the newly ordained individuals.

The Service was followed with a dinner in the parish
hall. Archbishop Oshagan addressed the gathering and
encouraged the parishioners’ interest in church history
and message.

William Henderson, Jr.

Ordinations in Whitinsville

Archbishop Oshagan officiated the Divine Liturgy
on Sunday, May 106, at St. Asdvadzadzin Church in
Whitinsville, Massachusetts. The ordination of Diran Der
Khostofian to the rank of Deacon, and Hratch Simonian
to the rank of acolyte took place during the Liturgy.
Following the services His Eminence presided over the
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Diran Der Khosrofian is ordained to the rank of deacon by Archbishop Oshagan,
assisted by Rev. Fr. Aram Stepanian
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annual anniversary banquet of the church. A Certificate
of Merit was awarded to Alan Goshgarian for his many
years of dedicated service.

The church’s priest, Rev. Fr. Aram Stepanian, was
granted the right to wear the pectoral cross by His
Holiness Aram I through a special encyclical.

Archbishop Oshagan Opens AYF Olympic Games

Archbishop Oshagan opened the traditional Olympic
games of the Armenian Youth Federation on Sunday,
September 5. The games took place in Chicago, Illinois.

His Eminence delivered a message of congratulations
and prayers for the future of the Armenian American
community in the United States. He praised the young
athletes and encouraged them to continue participating in
every aspect of the life of our church and nation.

The Prelate told the athletes: “Reach high toward your
goals and make your search for excellence an objective for
all of life’s endeavors. Stand tall and be proud of your
dual Armenian and American heritage. To participate and
contribute to the greater good is of vital concern to all
of us as Armenians, as Americans, and as citizens of the
planet Earth.

The text of the Prelate’s message is on the Prelacy’s
web page, www.armenianprelacy.org.

Deacon Shant Kazanjian Participates in
Religious Conference

Deacon Shant Kazanjian, Executive Director of
the Armenian Religious Education Council (AREC),
attended the annual conference of the Orthodox Center
for the Advancement of Biblical Studies (OCABS) from
August 22 to 28, at the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of
Boston Retreat Center in Contoocook, New Hampshire.
OCABS is a pan-orthodox non-profit organization; most
of the members are alumni of St. Vladimir’s Orthodox
Theological Seminary and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
Seminary. The theme for the weekend conference was
St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans, and the speaker was Fr.
Paul Tarazi, Professor of Biblical Studies at St. Vladimit’s
Orthodox Theological Seminary in Crestwood, New
York.

V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian Attends
President Bush’s Prayer Service

V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, the Vicar General,
attended a Prayer Service at the Church of Our Savior,
in New York City, on September 2. Archbishop Oshagan
was invited to attend the ecumenical gathering of religious
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leaders as an honored guest of President and Mrs. Bush.
His Eminence, who was returning from an overseas trip,
asked the Vicar General to attend on his behalf. Invited
to the gathering were representatives of various religious

denomination and ethnic groups.

St. Sarkis Church, Dearborn, Michigan
Sponsors Seminar on Critical Issues

a one-day seminar on “Critical Issues of Life & Faith: An
Armenian Orthodox Perspective, on Saturday, September
18. The main speaker was Dr. Vigen Guroian, Professor
of Theology and Ethics at Loyola College, Baltimore,

Maryland. The program included the lecture, small
group discussions, group reports and discussions. Topics

discussed included marriage, reproductive technologies,

abortion, suicide and cremation.

St. Sarkis Church in Dearborn, Michigan, sponsored

continned from page 48...Nishan Baljian

the Executive Council’s thinking that
although the Seminary in Antelias
offered quite a bit, there was need of
a higher level of education for priest-
hood candidates. I was very happy to
hear this.”

Nishan said he had always been
very impressed with St. Vladimir’s
Seminary in New York. “The profes-
sors were first rate. I also had high
regard for St. Nersess Seminary,
which is just down the road from St.
Vladimir. I spoke with the Dean of
St. Nersess, Fr. Daniel Findukyan. In
fact, he was the one who ultimately
persuaded me to go back to Antelias
and complete my degree there. We
were in email contact throughout
this time and when I returned I con-
sulted with Oshagan Srpazan about
applying to St. Nersess Seminary.
He encouraged me and he met with
the administration of St. Nersess to
explore the possibilities. I am truly
happy and proud that I became the
first Prelacy candidate to be accepted
as a full-time student at St. Nersess. 1
am there with the full consent of the
Primate and the Prelate.”

At St. Nersess and St. Vladimir,
Nishan is receiving a full course of
study of the Bible and the theologi-
cal and scriptural traditions of the
Orthodox Church in general and the
Armenian Church specifically.

Nishan states that although he

56

gained very good Armenian speak-
ing skills in Antelias, at St. Nersess he
learned to write in correct style and
syntax. “We did a survey of Arme-
nian Church fathers utilizing some
of the eatliest manuscripts we have,
which contain some of the most
difficult Armenian ever written. We
also have liturgic studies. That is, we
learn how the Liturgy came to be.
Fr. Daniel is one of the foremost
liturgical scholars and I thoroughly
enjoy being in his classes. I studied
Armenian patristics with Dr. Abra-
ham Terian, another very talented
and knowledgeable scholar. And, of
course, studying church history with
Professor Roberta Ervine is an ex-
cellent experience. I feel that I have
learned so much in two semester.”

Nishan has two more years at St.
Nersess. The program is generally
four years, but because of his stud-
ies in Antelias, he will be finished in
three years with a Master of Divinity
degree.

During the school year, Nishan
lives at the Seminary. In addition to
his school work, he is serving as an
assistant to the pastor of Sts. Var-
tanantz Church in Ridgefield, New
Jersey.

“At Sts. Vartanantz 1 was asked
to help in the Sunday School, which
at first took me by surprise, because
I am more familiar with serving on

the altar or playing the organ. My
experience with the Sunday school
was not very extensive. But it worked
out very well. I asked for the upper
classes and it became a very positive
and strong experience for me and, I
hope, for my students.”

Nishan also conducts a Bible
study class one evening a week,
which he says was another challenge
because he was asked to do one hour
in Armenian and one hour in Eng-
lish. “Once again, I took a different
approach,” he says. “Instead of just
opening the Bible and interpreting,
I tried to start by talking about the
Church as an entity, as a people, as
what the Church is and connecting it
with how the Church has interpreted
the scriptures through its life. I will
continue to assist at Sts. Vartan-
antz during the next two years of my
studies at St. Nersess.”

When asked about role models,
Dn. Nishan acknowledges that his
first role model was his father. “He
was the first American born priest in
the Prelacy and he is highly respected
and loved. So many people come to
me to tell me how much they love my
father. When you have a father who
has successfully touched the peo-
ple—and so many people come to
me and praise him and his service—
how can you not be inspired?”

However, he quickly adds the

continued on next page



continued from page 56
following: “I had other role models
and mentors as well. I grew up at the
knee of V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tan-
ielian. He is a model of what a priest
should be. And I have admired Dn.
Shant Kazanjian since I was eight
years old. I met him in 1988 at the
Datev Summer Institute. I think of
him as an older brother.”

Born in 1979, Nishan was

ordained an acolyte in 1992 in St.
Gregory Church in Indian Orchard,
Massachusetts, where his father be-
gan his pastoral service. Nishan was
ordained a deacon in 1996, just a
few days before his fathet’s 20" an-
niversary of ordination to the priest-
hood. He was just 16 years old and,
he recalls, that people used to ask
him, “Don’t you think you were too

young?” Nishan’s reply to this inqui-
ry is, “Perhaps, but when candidates
are presented, one of the questions
asked is, Does this person come by
his own free will?”

For Deacon Nishan the answer
to that question is a resounding and
reaffirming “Yes!” %

Prelacy Calendar of Events

Introduction to the Soorp Badarak (the Eucharist,
the Lord’s Supper). A five-session course on the Soorp
Badarak will be held at the Armenian Prelacy every 1st
and 3rd Mondays of the month, starting October 18,
2004, from 7:15 pm to 8:45 pm. Classes will be taught
by Dn. Shant Kazanjian, the Executive Director of the
Armenian Religious Education Council (AREC). Regis-
tration required. The $25 course fee will include a light
suppet. To register, please call 212-689-4481 or email to

hrec@armenianprelacy.ord.

Prelacy Bookstore’s Annual Book Fair, October 22, 23,
24, at Sts. Vartanantz Church, 461 Bergen Boulevard,
Ridgefield, New Jersey.

Northeast Regional Religious Retreat, Saturday,
October 23, at E. Kent Swift Estate, Whitinsville, Mas-
sachusetts. Sponsored by the Armenian Religious Educa-
tion Council (AREC).

New England Educators’ Seminar, Saturday, October
23, 2004, 2 pm, sponsored by the Armenian National
Education Committee (ANEC) and hosted by the
Mourad School of Sts. Vartanantz Church, Providence,
Rhode Island. Theme: “Teaching Armenian and History
and Teaching Methods for the non-Armenian Speaker.”
For information and registration, contact the ANEC
office, 212-689-7810.

Mid-Atlantic Deacons’ Seminar, Friday and Saturday,
November 12 and 13, at St. Gregory the Illuminator
Church, 8701 Ridge Ave., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

A Family Holiday Concert, with NVAIR and her
HYEfamily friends featuring special guest from Cali-
fornia, TALINE...and Gaghant Baba, too. Saturday,
December 4, 2004, 3 p.m., at Florence Gould Hall,
the French Institute/Alliance Francaise, 55 East 59%
Street, New York City. Tickets $20. Seating is limited.
For reservations call the Prelacy Offices, 212-689-7810.

50" Anniversary Celebration of St. Gregory the Illumi-
nator Church, Granite City, Illinois, Sunday, December 5,
2004. For information, 618-451-7884.

Musical Armenia, Sunday, January 30, 2005, 2 p.m.,
Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, New York City.

National Representative Assembly hosted by St
Gregory the Iluminator Church, Granite City, Illinois,
May 18 to 20, 2005.

19" Annual St. Gregory of Datev Institute Christian
Studies Program for Junior and Senior High School stu-
dents, July 3-10, 2005, at St. Mary of Providence Center
in Elverson, Pennsylvania. For information contact the
Armenian Religious Education Council (AREC) office at
212-689-44810r arec@armenianprelacy.org

Siamanto Academy meets every Saturday at the Arme-
nian Center, 69-23 47" Avenue, Woodside, New York, 11:
00 am to 2:30 pm. The college-accredited Academy offers
Armenian language, history and Christian studies classes
for high school students. For information contact Gilda
B. Kupelian, Director of the Armenian National Educa-
tion Committee (ANEC): anec@armenianprelacy.org

For up-to-the-date information about events

check the Prelacy website:

www.armenianprelacy.org
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