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I do not generally use this space for obituaries. But, then, this is not an 
obituary. It is a well-deserved appreciation of a very special person—a 
dear friend, a colleague, and an extraordinary human being.
I have absolutely no qualms about writing about Dick Sarajian in 

Outreach—the ofſcial publication of the Eastern Prelacy, an institution he 
served with unwavering devotion. The full extent of Dick’s contribution to 
the Prelacy is probably best known by only two people: Archbishop Mesrob 
Ashjian, of blessed memory, and me. I write this knowing that Mesrob 
Srpazan would agree with every word.

Richard “Dick” Sarajian was born in Brooklyn to genocide survivors, 
Avedis and Ardemis Sarajian. As a young man he took a job with Edward 
Sahagian and learned the photoengraving business. When he returned from 
his service in the U.S. Air Force after World War II, Dick continued to work 
with Mr. Sahagian’s ſrm Pictorial Photo Engraving Co., on 8th Avenue in 
Manhattan. Mr. Sahagian was a kind and loving mentor and eventually 
Dick became a partner in the ſrm with Mr. Sahagian’s son Edward, Sam 
Vosganian and his brother Haig Sarajian. The business ƀourished, but the 
printing industry was undergoing dramatic changes that would eventually 
make photoengraving obsolete. Pictorial Photoengraving became Pictorial, 
Powers and Conway in the 1960s as technology continued to change rapidly 
and dramatically. The partners, now including Nubar Nakasian, transformed 

the company into a modern separation, digital imaging and printing company 
named Gotham Graphics with sprawling headquarters in New Jersey.

I ſrst met Dick and his wife Arax in 1959 when after my marriage I joined 
the Sts. Vartanantz Church family in New Jersey. Dick and I “talked the same 
language”—we worked in related ſelds—under the large umbrella of the 
“Printing Industry,” which includes so many different aspects. During those 
early years Dick and I, working together, produced the church’s monthly 
newsletter and other church publications.

He served the Prelacy from its earliest days under Archbishop Hrant 
Khatachadourian and Archbishop Karekin Sarkissian, but his greatest and 
most proliſc service was during the twenty year tenure of Archbishop 
Mesrob Ashjian.

Dick made a special effort to attend the banquet last October in honor of His Holiness Aram I, 
at The Pierre in New York City.

continued inside back cover
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¶»ñ³å³ïÇõ »õ ³ñÅ³Ý³å³ïÇõ Ñá·»õáñ »Õµ³Ûñ-
Ý»ñ,

Ú³ñ·³ñÅ³Ý ÑÇõñ»ñ »õ »ñ»ë÷áË³ÝÝ»ñ,

Ð³Ûñ³Ï³Ý ëÇñáí »õ ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý Ñ³õ³ïùÇ ç»ñ-
ÙáõÃ»³Ùµ ÏþáÕçáõÝ»Ýù Ó»� µáÉáñ¹, ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ ØÇ³ó-
»³É Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñáõ ²ñ»õ»É»³Ý Â»ÙÇ ºñ»ë÷áË³Ý³Ï³Ý 
ÄáÕáíÇÝ ³éÇÃáí »õ ëñï³Ýó ÏÁ Ù³ÕÃ»Ýù áñ Û³é³çÇ-
Ï³Û »ñÏáõ ûñ»ñáõ Ù»ñ ÅáÕáí³Ï³Ý ÝÇëï»ñÁ ÁÝÃ³Ý³Ý 
Ñ»�³ë³Ñ, ³ñ¹ÇõÝ³ÉÇó »õ û·ï³Ï³ñ, ùÝÝ³ñÏ»Éáí Ù»ñ 
³ÝóÝáÕ ï³ñáõ³Ý ³ßË³ï³ÝùÁ »õ Íñ³·ñ»Éáí Û³é³çÇ-
Ï³Û ï³ñáõ³Ý, ÇÝãáõ ã¿ Ý³»õ ù³ÝÇ ÙÁ ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ, Ù»ñ 
»ñÏ³ñ³Ù¿ï ³ßË³ï³Ýù³ÛÇÝ ÑáñÇ�áÝÝ»ñÁ£

Ú³ïáõÏ »õ ëÇñ³ÉÇñ áÕçáÛÝÇ Ëûëù áõÝÇÝù Û³ÝáõÝ 
²�·³ÛÇÝ ì³ñãáõÃ»³Ý ÎñûÝ³Ï³Ý »õ ì³ñã³Ï³Ý ÄáÕáí-
Ý»ñáõÝ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ Û³ÝáõÝ Ù»ñ Â»ÙÇ µáÉáñ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝù-
Ý»ñáõÝ »õ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝª áõÕÕáõ³Í èÇ×ýÇÉïÇ êñµáó 
ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ñá·»õáñ ÑáíÇõª ¶»ñ³å³ïÇõ 
î. Þ³Ñ¿ Ì. ì³ñ¹³å»ï ö³Ýáë»³ÝÇÝ, Ñá·³µ³ñÓáõ-
Ã»³Ý, Û³ñ³ÏÇó »õ ùáÛñ Ï³�Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ áõ 
ÙÇáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ, áñáÝù ÏÁ ÑÇõñÁÝÏ³É»Ý Ù»� »õ ³Ù¿Ý 
×Ç· íëï³Ñ³µ³ñ åÇïÇ Ï³ï³ñ»Ý, áñå¿ë�Ç É³õ³·áÛÝ 
å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç ¹ÇõñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ ëï»ÕÍáõÇÝª Ù»ñ Åá-
Õáí³Ï³Ý ÝÇëï»ñÁ ³ñ¹ÇõÝ³õáñ ·áõÙ³ñ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ£ 
¶Ý³Ñ³ï³ÝùÇ Ëûëù áõÝÇÝù ÜÇõ ÖÁñ�ÇÇ Ù¿ç ³åñáÕ »õ 
êñµáó ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ ÁÝ¹áõ-
ÝáÕ Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³É ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ, áñáÝù Ñá·»õáñ 
»õ ³�·³ÛÇÝ ç»ñÙ �·³óáõÙÝ»ñáí ÏÁ ç³Ý³Ý Çñ»Ýó Ù³ë-
Ý³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ Ï»ÝëáõÝ³Ï å³Ñ»É êñµáó ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó 
ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÁ£ ²ßË³ñÑ³·ñ³Ï³Ýûñ¿Ý ÙûïÇÏ ÁÉ-
É³Éáí ²�·³ÛÇÝ ²é³çÝáñ¹³ñ³ÝÇÝ, ·áÑáõÝ³ÏáõÃ»³Ùµ 
ÏþáõÝ»Ý³Ýù Ý³»õ Çñ»Ýó µ³ñáÛ³Ï³Ý »õ ÝÇõÃ³Ï³Ý 
³ç³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÁ, áñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ ÏñÏÝ³Ï ßÝáñÑ³Ï³Éáõ-
ÃÇõÝ µáÉáñ Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ Ù»ñ �³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ£

êÇñ»ÉÇ° ÅáÕáí³Ï³ÝÝ»ñ,
²ÝóÝáÕ ï³ñÇÝ, 2005-Á, Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç »õ ÎÇ-

ÉÇÏÇáÛ Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëáõÃ»³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç Ñ³Ý¹Çë³ó³õ 
Ï³ñ»õáñ ¹¿åù»ñáõ ÛÇß³ï³ÏáõÃ»³Ýó ï³ñ»¹³ñÓ³ÛÇÝ 
ï³ñÇ£ øë³Ý»ñáñ¹ ¹³ñáõ ³é³çÇÝ ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý 
90-³Ù»³Û ÛÇß³ï³ÏÁ, Ù»�Çª ï³Ï³õÇÝ ³åñáÕ áõ Ñá·»-
å¿ë ï³é³åáÕ Û»ïÝáñ¹ ë»ñáõÝ¹Çë ÏáÕÙ¿ Ýßáõ»ó³õ 
Ñ³Ù³·³ÕáõÃ³ÛÇÝ ï³ñáÕáõÃ»³Ùµ, Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ 
�çÙÇ³ÍÝ³Ï³Ý »õ ÎÇÉÇÏ»³Ý ³é³çÝáñ¹³ñ³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ, 

ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý »õ 
µ ³ ñ » ë Ç ñ ³ Ï ³ Ý 
Ï³�Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃÇõÝ-
Ý»ñáõÝ£ ²Ý·³Ù 
ÙÁ »õë áõËï»óÇÝù 
í»ñ³Ýáñá·áõ³Í 
í×é³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ùµ 
ï¿ñ Ï³Ý·ÝÇÉ Ù»ñ 
³ Ý Å ³ Ù ³ Ý ó » É Ç 
¹³ïÇÝª ÙÇÝã»õ 
³Ýáñ ³ñ¹³ñ Éáõ-
ÍáõÙÁ£

ºñÏñáñ¹, ³Ýó-
»³É ï³ñÇ ÐÇõëÇ-
ë³ÛÇÝ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ 
ó ³ Ù ³ ù ³ Ù ³ ë Á 
ÁÝ¹áõÝ»ó ßÝáñÑ³-
µ»ñ ³Ûó»ÉáõÃÇõÝÁ Ø»ÍÇ î³ÝÝ ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëª 
ÜáñÇÝ êáõñµ úÍáõÃÇõÝ î.î. ²ñ³Ù ². ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Û-
ñ³å»ïÇÝ, áñ Ý³Ë³·³Ñ»ó ø³Ý³ï³ÛÇ, ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ 
²ñ»õÙï»³Ý »õ ²ñ»õ»É»³Ý Ã»Ù»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç ÎÇÉÇÏ»³Ý 
¸åñ»í³ÝùÇ ²ÝÃÇÉÇ³ëÇ Ù¿ç ÑÇÙÝ³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý 75-
³Ù»³ÏÇÝ Ñ³Ý¹ÇëáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ£ ì»ñëïÇÝ ß»ßïáõ»ó³õ 
³ÛÝ Ý³Ë³ËÝ³Ù³Ï³Ý Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ áñ ²ÝÃÇÉÇ³ëÇ 
¸åñ»í³ÝùÁ Ù³ïáõó³Ý»ó Ñ³Ù³ÛÝ Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ, 
Û³ïÏ³å¿ë ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Û³çáñ¹áÕ ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõÝ 
»õ Ù³Ûñ Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇù¿Ý Ý»ñë Ñ³Ù³ÛÝ³í³ñ µéÝ³ïÇñ³-
Ï³Ý ßñç³ÝÇÝ£ ¸åñ»í³ÝùÁ Ñ³Ý¹Çë³ó³õ ³ÛÝ ¹³ñµÝá-
óÁ áõñÏ¿ ßñç³Ý³õ³ñïÝ»ñ Ýëï³Ý Ã¿ª ÎÇÉÇÏ»³Ý »õ Ã¿° 
�çÙÇ³ÍÝ³Ï³Ý Î³ÃáÕÇÏáë³Ï³Ý ³ÃáéÝ»ñáõÝ íñ³Û, 
»Õ³Ý ³é³çÝáñ¹Ý»ñ Ã¿° ÎÇÉÇÏ»³Ý »õ Ã¿° �çÙÇ³ÍÝ³-
Ï³Ý Ã»Ù»ñáõÝ, »Õ³Ý ÑáíÇõ áõ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³Ï ³Ù¿Ý ï»Õ, 
ÑáÝ áõñ Ï³ñÇùÁ Ï³ñ Ñ³Û Ñá·»õáñ Ùß³ÏÇ »õ ³�·³ÛÇÝ 
¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏÇ£ ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ ÛÇß»óáõó ³Ûë µá-
ÉáñÁ »õ Ù»Ýù Ëáëï³ó³Ýù Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ÙÝ³É ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ 
Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³õ³ïùÇ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý, Ñ»ï»-
õÇÉ Çñ óáõóÙáõÝùÝ»ñáõÝ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ µ³ó³Û³Ûï»É ³ÛÝ 
Ï»Ýë³Ï³Ý ¹»ñ³Ï³ï³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ áñ ²ÝÃÇÉÇ³ëÇ ¸åñ»-
í³ÝùÁ áõÝ»ó³Í ¿ ³ÝóÝáÕ 75  ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ »õ 
³°ÛÝ ÏáãáõÙÁ, áñ åÇïÇ Çñ³·áñÍ¿ ·³ÉÇùÇÝ£

ºññáñ¹, ³ÙµáÕç ï³ñÇÝ (ËáñùÇÝ Ù¿ç á»õ¿ Ñ³Ûáõ 
³ÙµáÕç Ï»³ÝùÇ ï³ñÇÝ»ñÁ) Û³ïÏ³Ýßáõ»ó³õ Ñ³Û ·Çñ»-
ñáõ ·ÇõïÇÝ 1600-³Ù»³Ïáí£ ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÇ 
ëñµ³ï³é ÏáÝ¹³Ïáí Ù»�Ç µáÉáñÇë, Ñ³Ù»ëï Ñ³Û¿Ý 

ä³ï·³Ù ²�·³ÛÇÝ ºñ»ë÷áË³Ý³Ï³Ý ÄáÕáíÇ
èÇ×ýÇÉï, Ü.Ö.
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ÙÇÝã»õ ·ÇïÝ³Ï³ÝÝ áõ ³ñáõ»ëï³·¿ïÁ, ³ß³Ï»ñï¿Ý 
ÙÇÝã»õ áõëáõóÇã, Ùï³õáñ³Ï³Ý, Ù³ÙáõÉÇ Í³é³Û, Ù¿Ï 
Ëûëùáí µáÉáñ Ñ³Û»ñáõë å³ï·³Ù ïñáõ»ó³õ áñ Ñ³Û 
³�·ÇÝ ³Ùñ³åÝ¹Ù³Ý, Ñá·»õáñ »õ Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ Ù»ñ 
ÇÝùÝ³Ï»ñïÙ³Ý »ñÏñáñ¹ Ù»Í³·áÛÝ ³Ûë Ññ³ß³·áñÍáõ-
ÃÇõÝÁª ùñÇëïáÝ¿áõÃ»³Ý Ù»ñ ¹³ñÓ¿Ý »ïù, ³ñÅ»óÁ-
Ý»Ýù ³Ù»Ý³ÛÝ µ³ñÓñáõÃ»³Ùµ£ Î³�Ù³Ï»ñåáõ»ó³Ý 
¹³ë³ËûëáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ, óáõó³Ñ³Ý¹¿ëÝ»ñ »õ Ñ³Ù³·áõ-
Ù³ñ, Áëï ³ñÅ³ÝõáÛÝ å³ÝÍ³óÝ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ñ³Û ·Çñ»-
ñáõÝ ·ÇõïÁ »õ ¹³ñ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ ³Ýáñ ¹»ñÝ áõ 
³ñÅ¿ùÁ Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç Ñá·»Ùï³õáñ å³Ûù³ñÇÝ »õ 
Ýáõ³×áõÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç£

ºõ ³Ñ³ 2006 ï³ñÇÝ Ø»ÍÇ î³ÝÝ ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ ì»Ñ³-
÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÇÝ ÏáÕÙ¿ ÏÁ Ñéã³ÏáõÇ áñå¿ë §Ð³Û 
¸åñáóÇ î³ñÇ¦£ ÆÙ³ëïáõÝ áñáßáõÙ ¿ áñ µÝ³Ï³Ý ß³ñáõ-
Ý³ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ êáõñµ Ø»ëñáå Ø³ßïáóÇ Ï³ï³ñ³Í Ññ³-
ß³·áñÍ ·ÇõïÇÝ »õ áëÏ»¹³ñáõ ÑÇÙÝ³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý£ Ð³Û 
¹åñáóÁ ³ÛÝ ³Ù»Ý¿Ý ³å³Ñáí Ï³éáÛóÝ ¿ áõñ Û³×³ËáÕÁ 
·ÇïáõÃ»³Ý »õ Í³ÝûÃáõÃ»³Ý ÏáÕùÇÝ ÏÁ ¹³ñµÝ¿ »õ 
ÏÁ ¹³éÝ³Û í³õ»ñ³Ï³Ý ÏÝÇùÁ Çñ ÇÝùÝáõÃ»³Ý, ³ñï³-
Û³Ûïáõ³Í É»�áõÇ »õ Ùß³ÏáÛÃÇ ×³Ùµáí£ ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Û-
ñ³å»ïÇÝ ÇëÏ µ³é»ñáí Ñ³Û ¹åñáóÁ §¹³ñµÝáóÝ ¿ Ñ³-
Û³Ï»ñïáõÙÇ »õ Ù³ñ¹³Ï»ñïáõÙÇ¦, ³ÝÇÏ³ §³ÙñáóÝ ¿ 
Ñ³ÛáõÃ»³Ý¦£ §Ø»ñ ³�·³ÛÇÝ ÇÝùÝáõÃÇõÝÁ Ë³Ã³ñáÕ 
»õ Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñÁ ³å³Ï³ÝáÕ Ñáë³ÝùÝ»ñáõÝ 
¹ÇÙ³ó, Ñ³Û ¹åñáóÁ Çñ Ñ³Û³µáÛñ ÙÃÝáÉáñïáí ¹³ñÓ³Í 
¿ ³ÛÝ ÙÇç³í³ÛñÁ, áõñ Ñ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ Ïñó³Í ¿ ³Ý³Õ³ñï 
å³Ñ»É Çñ Ñá·»õáñ, Ùï³õáñ, Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ »õ ³�·³ÛÇÝ 
³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñáõ ³ÝÏáñÝã»ÉÇ ·³ÝÓÁ¦£ ÜáÛÝ ÇÙ³ëïáõÝ »õ 
ËáÑ»Ù Ùï³ÍáõÙÝ»ñáí ¿ áñ Ù»ñ µáÉáñ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÝ»ñÝ ³É 
»Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ÏáÕùÇÝ áõÝÇÝ ß³µ³Ãûñ»³Û ¹åñáóÝ»ñÁ, »õ 
ÑáÝ áõñ Ï³ñ»ÉÇ ¿ª ³Ù»Ýûñ»³Û í³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÝ»ñÁ, áñå¿ë-
�Ç ûï³ñ³óáõóÇã ÙÇç³í³Ûñ»ñáõ Ù¿ç ³Ùñûñ¿Ý Ï³Ý·Ý³Í 
ÙÝ³Ýù ³ÝËáñï³Ï»ÉÇ ³Ûë Ë³ñÇëËÇÝ íñ³Û »õ Ù»ñ Ï»³Ý-
ùÁ—ÁÝï³Ý»Ï³Ý, ÁÝÏ»ñ³ÛÇÝ »õ ³ÝÓÝ³Ï³Ý—Ï»ñï»Ýù 
Ù»ñ Ñ³Ûñ»ñáõ ³Ûë ³Ùñ³Ïáõé Å³ÛéÇÝ íñ³Û£

Æ í»ñçáÛ, ³Ûë ï³ñÇ Ïþ³õ³ñïÇ Ý³»õ Ù»ñ ³é³ç-
Ýáñ¹³Ï³Ý å³ßïûÝ³í³ñáõÃ»³Ý ù³é³Ù»³Û ßñç³ÝÁ£ 
ÎñûÝ³Ï³Ý »õ í³ñã³Ï³Ý ÅáÕáíÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ»ï, Ù»ñ Ñá·»-
õáñ ÑáíÇõÝ»ñáõÝ ³ÙµáÕç³Ï³Ý ÝáõÇñáõÙáí, Ñá·³µ³ñ-
ÓáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ µÍ³ËÝ¹Çñ �áÑáÕáõÃ»³Ùµ »õ Ù»ñ Åá-
Õáíáõñ¹ÇÝ Ñ³õ³ï³õáñ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ ç³Ý³óÇÝù 
Í³ÕÏ»óÝ»É Ù»ñ Â»ÙÁ, Ã¿° áñå¿ë ²é³çÝáñ¹³ñ³Ý »õ 
Ã¿° áñå¿ë ³é³ÝÓÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÝ»ñ, Ó»éù-Ó»éùÇ �ûñ³-
õáñ å³Ñ»Éáí Â»ÙÇ ³ÙµáÕç³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ£ Â»ñ»õë ³Ûë 
Ùï³Ñá·áõÃ»³Ùµ ¿ñ áñ ²é³çÝáñ¹³ñ³ÝÁ ³õ»ÉÇ Ùûï¿Ý 
Ñ»ï»õ»ó³õ Ù»ñ ßñç³ÝÝ»ñáõ Ï»³Ýùáí, ³õ»ÉÇ Û³×³Ë³-
ÏÇ Ï³å å³Ñ»Éáí Ñá·»õáñ ÑáíÇõÝ»ñáõÝ »õ Ñá·³µ³ñ-

ÓáõÃ»³Ýó Ñ»ï£ â»Ýù Û³õ³ÏÝÇñ Áë»Éáõ Ã¿ Ï³ï³ñ»³É 
»õ ó³ÝÏ³óáõ³Í íÇ×³ÏÇÝ Ñ³ë³Ýù, ë³Ï³ÛÝ µáÉáñÇë Ù¿ç 
í³é »õ »é³Ý¹áõÝ ÙÝ³ó ³ÛÝ ×Ç·Á »õ ÝáõÇñáõÙÁª É³õ³-
·áÛÝÇÝ Ó·ï»Éáõ Ù»ñ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç£

²Ûë Ùï³Ñá·áõÃ»³Ùµ ¿ áñ Ý»ñÏ³Û ºñ»ë÷áË³Ý³-
Ï³Ý ÄáÕáíÇÝ áñå¿ë Ã»Ù³ ÁÝïñ»óÇÝù Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÝ»ñáõ 
í»ñ³ßËáõÅ³óáõÙÝ áõ �³ñ·³óáõÙÁ, áñ ³éÇÃ åÇïÇ 
ï³Û ùÝÝ»Éáõ Ù»Ýù �Ù»�, Ù»ñ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÁ »õ Ù³Ý³-
õ³Ý¹ ÷áñÓ³éáõÃ»³Ýó ÑÇÙ³Ý íñ³Û Ùß³Ï»Éáõ ³õ»ÉÇ 
³å³Ñáí »õ ÑÇÙÝ³õáñ»³É Íñ³·ÇñÝ»ñª »ñÏ³ñ Å³Ù³Ý³-
ÏÇ íñ³Û ¹¿åÇ Û³çáÕáõÃÇõÝ ³é³çÝáñ¹»Éáõ Ù»ñ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝ-
ù³ÛÇÝ—»Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý »õ ³�·³ÛÇÝ—Ï»³ÝùÁ£

²Ûë ÑÇÙÝ³õáñáõÙáí ¿ áñ Ù»ñ ËûëùÁ ÏþáõÕÕ»Ýù Ó»-
�Ç, ùÝÝ³ñÏ»Éáí ²�·³ÛÇÝ ²é³çÝáñ¹³ñ³ÝÇë »õ »Ï»Õ»-
óÇÝ»ñáõ Ñá·³µ³ñÓáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ËÝ³Ù³ï³ñáõÃ»³Ý 
Û³ÝÓÝáõ³Í ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ »õ ³ÝáÝó µ³ñûñáõÃ»³Ý 
Ó·ïáÕ Ù»ñ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñÁ »õ Ï³ï³ñ»Éáõ Ã»É³¹ñáõ-
ÃÇõÝÝ»ñ, ³é³õ»É å³ÛÍ³é »õ Û³çáÕáõÃ»³Ùµ É»óáõÝ 
³å³·³ÛÇ ÙÁ Ñ³Ù³ñ£

Ø»ñ ³�·³ÛÇÝ-»Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÁ ÏÁ ùÝÝ»Ýù 
»ñ»ù µÝ³·³õ³éÝ»ñáõ íñ³Û ï³ñ³Íáõ³Í£ 

².- Ðà¶ºôàð Îº²Üø
àñå¿ë ³�·³ÛÇÝ-»Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý Ï³�Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃÇõÝ 

»õ Ù³Ý³õ³Ý¹ áñå¿ë »Ï»Õ»óÇ, Ù»ñ ³Ù»Ý¿Ý íë»Ù »õ 
ùñÇëïáÝ¿³í³Û»É å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ ³Ùñ³åÝ¹»É 
Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç �³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ Ùûï Ñ³õ³ïùÇ Ï»³ÝùÁ£ 
Ø»Ýù áñå¿ë ³ÝÑ³ïÝ»ñ, ×Çß¹ ¿ áñ Ù³ë ÏÁ Ï³�Ù»Ýù 
»Ï»Õ»óÇÇÝ, ë³Ï³ÛÝ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ÙÇáõÃÇõÝÁ Ïþ³ñï³Û³Û-
ïáõÇ øñÇëïáëáí, áñ ÑÇÙÝ³ù³ñÝ áõ ³ÝÏÇõÝ³ù³ñÝ ¿ 
³Û¹ Ï³éáÛóÇÝ£ ²Ûë Ï³éáÛóÁ Ï»Ý¹³ÝÇ »õ ³ßËáÛÅ ÏÁ 
¹³éÝ³Û ³ÛÝ Ñ³õ³ïùáí áñ øñÇëïáëÇÝÝ ¿ »õ ï»ë³Ý»-
ÉÇ ÏÁ ¹³éÝ³Û ³Û¹ Ñ³õ³ïùÇÝ ³ñï³Û³ÛïáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí, 
³ÛëÇÝùÝ, ³ÕûÃùáí, Í¿ëáí, Å³Ù»ñ·áõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí, Ù»ñ 
»Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Û³ïáõÏ ³ñ³ñáÕáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí, ù³ñá�Ý»ñáí, 
µ³Ûó Ù³Ý³õ³Ý¹ ëáõñµ å³ï³ñ³·áí ëñµ³·áñÍáõ³Í 
Ñ³Õáñ¹áõÃ»³Ùµ »õ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ñ³õ³ïùÇ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ù»ñ 
Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ£ 

ÐÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý ³Ûë Ñ³ëÏ³óáÕáõÃ»³Ùµ ¿ áñ Ù»ñ Ñ³-
Ù³ÛÝùÝ»ñÁ ÏÁ Ñ³ñëï³Ý³Ý »õ ÏÁ Û³é³ç³¹ÇÙ»Ý áñå¿ë 
»Ï»Õ»óÇ£ Ø»ñ Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÁ, ³Ýáñ ³ßËáÛÅ Ù»ñ 
Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÁ »ñ³ßËÇùÝ »Ý Ñ³õ³ïùÇ �ûñ³óÙ³Ý£ 
²Ûë Ùï³Ñá·áõÃ»³Ùµ ¿ áñ Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÇ 
³é³çÝ³Ñ»ñÃ å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ �³ñÏ ï³É ùñÇë-
ïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý, áñå¿ë�Ç ùñÇëïáÝ¿áõ-
ÃÇõÝÁ í»ñ³ó³Ï³Ý Ñ³ëÏ³óáÕáõÃÇõÝ ãÙÝ³Û, ³ÛÉ í»ñ³Í-
áõÇ Ù»ñ ·áñÍÇÝ, ËûëùÇÝ »õ Ùï³ÍáõÙÇÝ ÙÇçáó³õ ³åñáÕ 
Çñ³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý£ øñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃÇõÝÁ 
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µáÉáñÇë Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ù³ë ÏÁ Ï³�Ù¿, Ù»ÍÇÝ áõ ÷áùñÇÝ, áñ-
å¿ë�Ç É³ÛÝ Í³ÝûÃáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí Ñ³ñëï³óÝ»Ýù ùñÇëïá-
Ý¿áõÃ»³Ý Ù»ñ ×³Ý³ãáõÙÁ, »ñ³ÝáõÃ»³Ùµ ³åñÇÝù Ù»ñ 
îÇñáç Ñ»ï »õ Ñå³ñïáõÃ»³Ùµ Ïñ»Ýù áõ ³ñÅ»óÝ»Ýù 
ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û Çñ ³ÝáõÝÁ£

²Ýßáõßï áñ ³Ûë µáÉáñÁ ÙÇ ÙÇ³ÛÝ »Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý ³ñ³-
ñáÕáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ »õ ëáíáñ³Ï³Ý 
ù³ñá�Ý»ñáõ áõÝÏÝ¹ñáõÃ»³Ùµ ã»Ý Çñ³·áñÍáõÇñ£ ²ÝÑ-
ñ³Å»ßï »Ý Û³ïáõÏ ¹³ëÁÝÃ³óùÝ»ñ, å³ïñ³ëïáõ³Í 
Ñá·»õáñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñ »õ áõëáõóÇãÝ»ñ, ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³Ïã³Ï³Ý 
³�¹»óÇÏ »õ ³ñ¹Ç ÙÇçáóÝ»ñáõ ·áñÍ³ÍáõÃÇõÝ£ ºÃ¿ ÏÁ 
Ñ³õ³ï³Ýù Ù»ñ Ñá·»õáñ »õ ³�·³ÛÇÝ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý, 
»Ã¿ áñå¿ë ²ëïáõÍáÛ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõ Í³é³Ý»ñ, 
ÁÝïñáõ³Í »ñ»ë÷áË³ÝÝ»ñ »õ Ñá·³µ³ñÓáõÝ»ñ, å³ß-
ïûÝÇ Ïáãáõ³Í áõëáõóÇã-áõëáõóãáõÑÇÝ»ñ ËÕ×Ùï³Ýùáí 
³é³ç ÏÁ ï³ÝÇÝù Ù»�Ç íëï³Ñáõ³Í Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ, 
áõñ»ÙÝ ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï ¿ áñ ëï»ÕÍ»Ýù ³ñ¹ÇõÝ³õáñ ³ßË³-
ï³ÝùÇ Ù³ñ�»ñª Û³çáÕáõÃ»³Ùµ Ù»ñ ³å³·³Ý Ï»ñï»Éáõ 
Ñ³Ù³ñ£

ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ å³ÛÍ³é »õ �ûñ³õáñ ÏÁ ¹³éÝ³Û Û³ïÏ³-
å¿ë »ñµ ÏÁ å³ïñ³ëï»Ýù Ù»ñ Û³çáñ¹ ë»ñáõÝ¹Á£ ÎÇ-
ñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û ¹åñáóÁ ³é³çÇÝ »õ ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ëï³ïáõ-
ÃÇõÝÝ ¿ Ï³�Ù³õáñ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ å³ï³ÝÇÝ£ Æñ³å³ßï 
å¿ïù ¿ ÁÉÉ³Ýù Ù»ñ ùÝÝ³ñÏáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç£ Ð³ñÇõñ 
Ñ³�³ñ³õáñ Ñ³Ûáñ¹ÇÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç¿Ý ù³ÝÇ± Ñá·Ç ÏÁ Û³-
×³Ë»Ý Ù»ñ ÏÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û ¹åñáóÝ»ñÁ£ ÜáÛÝÇëÏ ßñç³Ý³-
õ³ñï ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç¿Ý ù³ÝÇ± Ñá·Ç Ñ»ï³·³ÛÇÝ 
Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇó ÏþÁÉÉ³Û »Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý-³�·³ÛÇÝ Ù»ñ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ£ 
ØÇ³ÛÝ áõëáõÙÝ áõ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃÇõÝÁ ã»Ý µ³õ»ñ 
Ï»ñï»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û Ñ³Û Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÁ£ Ð³-
õ³ïùÇ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ ·áñÍÝ³Ï³Ý Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÁ å¿ïù 
¿ ³å³Ñáí»Ýù, �³Ý³�³Ý µÝ³·³õ³éÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç ³ÝáÝó 
Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ ï»ëÝ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ£ ¸åñ³ó ¹³ë, ë³ñ-
Ï³õ³· áõ ¹åÇñ, êáõñµ ¶ñáó ë»ñïáÕáõÃ»³Ý ËÙµ³ÏÝ»ñ 
å¿ïù ¿ áõé×³Ý³Ý£ øÇã »ïù »ñµ ßûß³÷»ÉÇ ÃÇõ»ñáí Ù»-
�Ç Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõÇ å³ïÏ»ñÁ Ù»ñ Â»Ù¿Ý Ý»ñë ³ÝáÝó ·áñ-
ÍûÝ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý, Ûáõë³Ñ³ï³Ï³Ý ÏñÝ³Ý ÃáõÇÉ 
ÃÇõ»ñÁ£ ²ÛëáõÑ³Ý¹»ñÓ Ûáõë³Ñ³ïáõÃÇõÝÁ ³Ý·áñÍáõ-
Ã»³Ý »õ É×³óáõÙÇ å¿ïù ã¿ ÙÕ¿ Ù»�, ³ÛÉ ³Ûë Ï³óáõ-
ÃÇõÝÁ å¿ïù ¿ ¹ÇÙ³·ñ³õ»Ýù áñå¿ë Ù³ñï³Ññ³õ¿ñ, 
Ù»ñ ×Ç·»ñÁ ³é³õ»É »õë åñÏ»Éáõª Û³çáÕáõÃÇõÝ ·ïÝ»Éáõ 
Ñ³Ù³ñ£ Ø¿Ï Ëûëùáí, å¿ïù ¿ Íñ³·ñ»Ýù »õ Ï»ñï»Ýù 
Ù»ñ ³å³·³Ý£ 

àõëïÇ, Ïáã ÏþáõÕÕ»Ýù Ó»�Ç »õ Ó»ñ ÙÇçáó³õ Ù»ñ 
ÍÝáÕÝ»ñáõÝ »õ Ñ³Ûáñ¹ÇÝ»ñáõÝ, áñ ÏñÏÝ³å³ïÏ»Ýù 
Ù»ñ ×Ç·»ñÁ, Ï»¹ñáÝ³óÝ»Ýù Ù»ñ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñÁª Ñ³-
õ³ï³ó»³É »õ Ð³Û ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ë»ñáõÝ¹ 
ÙÁ å³ïñ³ëï»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ£ àã áù ÃáÕ Áë¿ Ã¿ ³Ûë Ï³Ù 

³ÛÝ ·áñÍÁ ÇÙ å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝë ã¿£ Ð³õ³ù³Ï³Ý áÛ-
Åáí »õ Ýå³ï³Ï³ëÉ³ó ï»ëÇÉùáí å¿ïù ¿ ÝáõÇñáõÇÝù 
øñÇëïáëÇ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ, Ù»ñ å³ñ³·³ÛÇÝ Ñ³Û »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ 
³ßËáõÅáõÃ»³Ý£ Ü»ñ¹³ßÝ³Ï ³ßË³ï³Ýùáí å¿ïù ¿ 
³ßË³ïÇÝù Ù»ñ ³å³·³ÛÇ Û³çáÕáõÃ»³Ý£ ¶áñÍÇ å³ÑÝ 
¿, áñå¿ë�Ç å³ïñ³ëï»Ýù Ù»ñ Û³çáñ¹ ë»ñáõÝ¹Á, É»ó-
Ý»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ù»ñ å³ßïûÝÝ»ñÁ, ³å³Ñáí»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ 
ß³ñáõÝ³Ï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ Ð³Û ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ï³ï³ñ³Í Éáõ-
ë³õáñã³Ï»ñï ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý£

´.- ²�¶²ÚÆÜ Îº²Üø
Ð³Û »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ·»Õ»óÇÏ ³é³ÝÓÝ³Û³ïÏáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿, 

áñ ÏÁ å³ïÏ³ÝÇ µáÉáñ ³ÝáÝó áñ ÏÁ Ñ³õ³ï³Ý Ñ³Û Ñá-
·»õáñ »õ ³�·³ÛÇÝ Ùß³ÏáÛÃÇÝ, áñáõÝ ÙÇçáó³õ Çõñ³Û³-
ïáõÏ ·áÛÝ ëï³ó³Í ¿ Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ£ Ð³Û »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ áõÕÕ-
áõ³Í ¿ µáÉáñ Ñ³Ûáñ¹ÇÝ»ñáõÝ »õ µáÉáñ ³ÝáÝó áñáÝù ÏÁ 
×³ÝãÝ³Ý, ÏÁ ë»ñï»Ý »õ ÏÁ ·Ý³Ñ³ï»Ý ³ÛÝ µáÉáñ Ñ³ñë-
ïáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ, áñáÝù Ñ³Û »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ ¹³ñ»ñáí ëï»ÕÍ³Í 
¿ Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñë£ ²ëïáõ³Í³µ³Ý³-
Ï³Ý, »Ï»Õ»ó³µ³Ý³Ï³Ý, ëáõñµ ·ñ³ÛÇÝ, Ñ³Û»ñ¿Ý É»�áõÇ 
áõ ·ñ³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý, ³ñáõ»ëïÝ»ñáõª ×³ñï³ñ³·Çï³-
Ï³Ý, ÝÏ³ñã³Ï³Ý, »ñ³Åßï³Ï³Ý ÑëÏ³Û³Ï³Ý Å³é³Ý· 
ÙÁ áõÝÇÝù áñ ÏÁ å³ïÏ³ÝÇ ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýñ³å¿ë ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û 
ù³Õ³ù³ÏñÃáõÃ»³Ý, µ³Ûó Ù³ëÝ³õáñ³µ³ñ Ñ³Û ÅáÕá-
íáõñ¹Ç ÇÝùÝáõÃ»³Ý£ Æñ³ï»ë, Ñ»é³ï»ë »õ Ù³ñ¹Ï³-
ÛÇÝ ³�ÝáõáõÃ»³Ý µáÉáñ ³ñÅ³ÝÇùÝ»ñáí ëï»ÕÍáõ³Í 
»Ý ³ÝáÝù »õ áñáÝù ÏÁ Ï³�Ù»Ý Ù»ñ ÇÝùÝáõÃÇõÝÁ£ Æ¯Ýã 
ÇÙ³ëïáõÃÇõÝ »õ ³ëïáõ³Í³ïáõñ ßÝáñÑù áõÝ»ó³Í »Ý 
Ù»ñ Ý³ËÝÇùÝ»ñÁ áñ ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý Ñ³õ³ïùÁ ³ñï³-
Û³Ûï³Í »Ý Ñ³ÛáõÃ»³Ý ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍ »õ Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³É 
á·Çáí£ 

²Ûë ·Çï³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ áñ Ù»� ÙÕ³Í ¿ µ³Ý³Éáõ 
Ù»ñ ¹åñáóÝ»ñÁ, Ù»ñ ·áÛáõÃ»³Ý Ë³ñÇëËÁ ³Ùñ³óÝ»-
Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ù»ñ É»�áõáí áõ Ùß³ÏáÛÃáí£ Ðñ³ßùÁ ÙÇ³ÛÝ 
²ëïáõÍáÛ Ý»ñ·áñÍáõÃ»³Ùµ ã¿ áñ ÏþÇñ³Ï³Ý³óáõÇ, ³ÛÉ 
Ý³»õ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ·áñÍÇÝ Ù»ñ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ£ ¶áñÍ³-
ÏÇó »Ýù ²ëïáõÍáÛ »õ ß³ñáõÝ³ÏáÕÁ ³Ýáñ ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍ 
³ñ³ñãáõÃ»³Ý£ Ð³ÛáõÝ ³ñ³ñãáõÃÇõÝÁ Çñ É»�áõÝ ¿, Çñ 
·ñ³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ, Çñ ÇÝùÝáõÃÇõÝÁ »õ ³ëáÝó ÙÇçáó³õ 
Ù»ñ µ³ñÇùÝ áõ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÁª ß³ñáõÝ³ÏáõáÕ Ñ³Û 
³ñ³ñãáõÃ»³Ý »õ ·áÛ³å³Ñå³ÝÙ³Ý£ àõëïÇ Ï»Ýë³Ï³Ý, 
å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõ »õ ³�ÝÇõ å³ñï³õáñáõÃÇõÝÁ áõÝÇÝù 
Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ ÝÏ³ñ³·ÇñÝ áõ ÇÝùÝáõÃÇõÝÁ íë»Ù å³-
Ñ»Éáõ, å³ÝÍ³óÝ»Éáõ »õ Ù³Ý³õ³Ý¹ Í³ÝûÃ³óÝ»Éáõ µá-
ÉáñÇÝ, ûï³ñ Ã¿ Ñ³Û£ Ðå³ñï »Ýù Ù»ñ ³Ýó»³Éáí, Ù»ñ 
Ùß³ÏáÛÃáí, Ù»ñ Çñ³·áñÍáõÙÝ»ñáí£ Ø³Ý³õ³Ý¹ Ñå³ñï 
å¿ïù ¿ ÁÉÉ³Ýù Ù»ñ Ñ³ÛáõÃ»³Ùµ£

Ð»ï»õ³µ³ñ ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï ¿ Ï»ÝëáõÝ³Ï å³Ñ»É Ù»ñ 
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¹åñáóÝ»ñÁ, Û³ïÏ³å¿ë »ñµ ³Ûë ï³ñÇÝ §Ð³Û ¸åñáóÇ 
î³ñÇ¦ ¿£ Ø»ñ Ñá·³ÍáõÃ»³Ý »õ ËÝ³ÙùÇÝ É³ÛÝ µ³ÅÇÝÁ 
å¿ïù ¿ µ»ñ»Ýù ³ÝáÝó å³ÛÍ³éáõÃ»³Ý »õ µ³ñ·³õ³×-
Ù³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ£ ÜáÛÝù³Ý ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï »Ý µáÉáñ ³ÛÝ Ùß³-
ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ Ó»éÝ³ñÏÝ»ñÁ, áñáÝù ÏÁ Ó·ïÇÝ Ñ³ÛáõÃ»³Ý 
ë»ñÙÁ ó³Ý»Éáõ Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÝ»ñáõÝ Ñá·ÇÝ»ñáõÝ 
Ù¿ç£ ê»ñÙÝ³ó³ÝÁ Ù»Ýù »Ýù, å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõÝ»ñë, 
»õ Ã»ñ³ó³Í åÇïÇ ÁÉÉ³Ýù »Ã¿ ³Ûë ³ßË³ï³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç 
ÃáõÉÝ³Ýù »õ Ûáõë³ÉùáõÇÝù£ Ð³Ûáõ ³ÝáõÝÁ ÏÁ Ïñ»Ýù£ 
ä³ïÇõáí ³ñÅ»óÝ»Ýù �³ÛÝ£

3.- ÀÜÎºð²ÚÆÜ Îº²Üø
§ÐáÝ áõñ »ñÏáõ Ñ³Û ùáí-ùáíÇ Ïáõ ·³Ý, ÑáÝ Ð³-

Û³ëï³Ý ÙÁ ÏÁ Ï»ñï»Ýù¦, ÇÝãå¿ë ÏþÁë¿ Ù»Í ·ñ³·¿ï 
àõÇÉÇÁÙ ê³ñáÛ»³Ý£ Æñ³å³ßï Ùûï»óáõÙáí ËáñÇÙ³ëï 
¿ ·ñ³·¿ïÇÝ ³Ûë Ñ³ëï³ïáõÙÁ, áñ áõñÇß µ³Ý ãÇ ÛÇß»ó-
Ý»ñ Ù»�Ç, »Ã¿ áã Ù»ñ áõñ³ËáõÃÇõÝÁ ³åñÇÉ Çñ³ñÙáí, 
Ù»ñ ³Ýó»³ÉÁ Ý»ñÏ³Ûáí ³ñÅ»óÝ»É »õ Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ù»ñ 
Ï»³Ýùáí ëï»ÕÍ»É ³ÛÝ Ñá·»õáñ Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇùÁ áñ Çõñ³ù³Ý-
ãÇõñÇë ëñïÇÝ Ñ³ñëïáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿£ ²Ûë ÇÙ³ëïáí µáÉáñ 
³ÛÝ Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ  Ó»éÝ³ñÏÝ»ñÁ áñáÝù ÏÁ Ï³ï³ñ»Ýù 
å¿ïù ¿ áõÝ»Ý³Ý Ù³Ï³ñ¹³Ï »õ ³�¹»óÇÏáõÃÇõÝ, áñå¿ë-
�Ç Û³é³ç¹ÇÙ»Ýù£

Ð³Ù³ÛÝùÁ í»ñ³ó³Ï³Ý Ñ³ëÏ³óáÕáõÃÇõÝ ã¿£ Ð³-
Ù³ÛÝùÁ Ù»Ýù »Ýù Ù»ñ ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ã¿ Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ, 
µ³ñ»ëÇñ³Ï³Ý Ã¿ Ù³ñ�³Ï³Ý »õ ÁÝÏ»ñ³ÛÇÝ Ï³�Ù³-
Ï»ñåáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ, ÙÇáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ »õ ³Ûë µáÉáñ¿Ý Ý»ñë 
Ù»ñ Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁª ·áñÍûÝ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ, áñ ÏÁ 
·áÑ³óÝ¿ Ù»ñ Ñá·ÇÝ »õ ³Ý³Õ³ñï ÏÁ å³Ñ¿ Ù»ñ ÇÝùÝáõ-
ÃÇõÝÁ£ Ð³Ù³ÛÝù ÁÉÉ³ÉÁ Ýå³ï³Ï ¿, Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý 
Ï»³ÝùÁ É»óÝ»Éáí ³ÛÝ µáÉáñ ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñáí áñ ³ñÇõÝáí »õ 
ùñïÇÝùáí, ëáõñáí áõ ·ñÇãáí ß³Ñáõ³Í »Ý£ ä¿ïù ¿ ³Ý¹-
ñ³¹³éÝ³Ýù áñ Ù»ñ Ùß³Ï»ÉÇù Íñ³·ÇñÝ»ñÁ ÙÇ ÙÇ³ÛÝ 
·áñÍ ÙÁ Ï³ï³ñ»Éáõ, ³ßËáõÅáõÃÇõÝ »õ Ë³Ý¹³í³éáõ-
ÃÇõÝ ëï»ÕÍ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ ã»Ý, ³ÛÉ Ù³Ý³õ³Ý¹ ³å³·³Ý 
Ï»ñï»Éáõª ³å³·³Ý ³õ»ÉÇ Ñ³ëï³ïáõÝ ÑÇÙ»ñáõ íñ³Û 
¹Ý»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ£ ê»ñáõÝ¹Ý»ñÁ ÏÁ ÷áËáõÇÝ, Ù»ñ ßñç³å³-
ïÇ ³�¹»óáõÃ»³Ý ï³Ï »õ ù³Õ³ù³ÏñÃáõÃ»³Ý Û³é³ç-
¹ÇÙáõÃ»³Ý Ñ»ï Ýáñ³Ýáñ Ùï³ÍáõÙÝ»ñ áõ Ó»õ»ñ Ï³Ù³Û 
Ã¿ ³Ï³Ù³Û Ïþáñ¹»·ñ»Ýù£ àõß³¹Çñ å¿ïù ¿ ÁÉÉ³É áñ ÁÝ-
¹áõÝÇÝù ³ÝáÝù, ³é³Ýó ³Õ³ñï»Éáõ Ù»ñ ¹ÇÙ³·ÇÍÁ, Ñ³-
ÛáõÝ ³õ³Ý¹áõÃÇõÝÁ, ÁÝï³Ý»Ï³Ý ëñµáõÃÇõÝÁ »õ Ñ³Ûáõ 
ÝÏ³ñ³·ñ³ÛÇÝ ³ñÅ³ÝÇùÝ»ñÁ£ ²�·Á å¿ïù ¿ ¹Çï»É áã 
Ã¿ Ñ³ïáõ³Í³Ï³Ý, Ý»Õ »õ Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇ ÍÇñÇÝ Ù¿ç, ³ÛÉ Ù»ñ 
×Ç·»ñÝ áõ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñÁ å¿ïù ¿ ëÉ³ù»Ýù ¹¿åÇ Ñ³-
ÛáõÝ Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý ß³Ñ»ñÁ£ î³ñµ»ñ Ï³ñÍÇùÝ»ñ ÏñÝ³Ýù 
áõÝ»Ý³É, ï³ñµ»ñ Ñ³Ùá�áõÙÝ»ñ ³ÛÉ»õ³ÛÉ Ï»ñå»ñáí Ù»� 
³ßË³ï³ÝùÇ ÏÁ ÙÕ»Ý, µ³Ûó ³ëÇÏ³ ãÇ Ýß³Ý³Ï»ñ Ñ³ï-

áõ³Í³Ï³Ý ÁÉÉ³É£ ²�·Á ³Ù¿Ý µ³Ý¿ í»ñ ¿, ³Ýáñ Ï»Ý-
ëáõÝ³ÏáõÃÇõÝÁ áõÝ»Ý³Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ å¿ïù ¿ É³ñ»Ýù Ù»ñ 
Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý ×Ç·Á, áñå¿ë�Ç ÝáÛÝÇëÏ »Ã¿ ûï³ñ »ñÏñÇ 
Ù¿ç  ³åñÇÝù, ãûï³ñ³Ý³Ýù, Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ �³Ý³�³Ý 
»ñ³Ý·Ý»ñ ÁÝ¹áõÝÇÝù, µ³Ûó ³Ý·áÛÝ ãÁÉÉ³Ýù£

Ð»ï»õ³µ³ñ Ù»ñ µáÉáñÇÝ å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ 
�³Ý³�³Ý Ó»õ»ñáí, �³Ý³�³Ý ¹»ñ»ñáí, �³Ý³�³Ý ÙÇ-
çáó³éáõÙÝ»ñáí Ù»ñ Ï»³ÝùÁ Ñ³ñëï³óÝ»É ³�·³ÛÇÝ 
³åñáõÙÝ»ñáí, áñå¿ë�Ç Ñ³ñëï³óÝ»Ýù Ã¿° ²Ù»ñÇÏ»³Ý 
Ùß³ÏáÛÃÁ »õ Ã¿° Ù»ñ ³�·³ÛÇÝ ÇÝùÝáõÃÇõÝÁ£ ²Ûë ¿ 
³Ûëûñáõ³Ý Ññ³Ù³Û³Ï³ÝÁ£

2008-ÇÝ ÏÁ å³ïñ³ëïáõÇÝù ïûÝ³Ï³ï³ñ»Éáõ 
²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ Ù¿ç Ñ³Û »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ÑÇÙÝ³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý 110-
³Ù»³ÏÁ »õ Ù»ñ Â»ÙÇÝ ÎÇÉÇÏ»³Ý Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëáõÃ»³Ý 
ËÝ³Ù³ï³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ »õ Ñáí³Ý³õáñáõÃÇõÝÁ í³Û»É»Éáõ 
50-³Ù»³ÏÁ£ Ú»ï³¹³ñÓ ³ÏÝ³ñÏáí åÇïÇ ùÝÝ»Ýù 
Ù»Ýù �Ù»�, Ù»ñ Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ, Çñ³·áñÍáõÙÝ»ñÁ, Û³-
çáÕáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÝ áõ Ã»ñÇÝ»ñÁ, áñå¿ë�Ç �ëå³Ý³Ïáõ³Í 
³Ýó»³ÉÇ Í³é³ÛáõÃ»Ý¿Ý, ×Ç·»ñ¿Ý »õ Çñ³·áñÍáõÙÝ»ñ¿Ý 
Ï³ñ»Ý³Ýù Ýáñ³Ýáñ ßñç³ÝÝ»ñ µáÉáñ»É Ñ³Û »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ »õ 
ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ ÷³ÛÉáõÝ ³å³·³ÛÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ£ ²Ý»ÉÇù ß³ï 
µ³Ý áõÝÇÝù ï³Ï³õÇÝ£

êÇñ»ÉÇ° ÅáÕáí³Ï³ÝÝ»ñ »õ ÑÇõñ»ñ,
²Ûëûñ, ùÇã »ïù, åÇïÇ ÝáõÇñáõÇÝù Ù»ñ Ùï³ÍáõÙ-

Ý»ñáí »õ ³é³ç³ñÏÝ»ñáí Ó»õ»ñ áõ ÙÇçáóÝ»ñ ·ïÝ»-
Éáõª �³ñ·³óÝ»Éáõ »õ ³ßËáõÅ³óÝ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ù»ñ 
·³ÕáõÃÝ»ñÁ£ Ø»ñ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ùµ »õ áõëáõÙáí 
Ù»�Ù¿ ß³ï»ñ Ñ³ë³Ï ³éÇÝ Ñ³Û³µáÛñ ÁÝï³ÝÇùÝ»ñáõ 
Ù¿ç, ÁÝ¹áõÝ»óÇÝù ³ÕûÃùÝ áõ ûñÑÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ Ñ³Û »Ï»-
Õ»óõáÛ, Ïá÷»óÇÝù Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ï³ñÙáõÃÇõÝÁ �³Ý³�³Ý 
Ï³�Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç£ ¶Çï³ÏÇó »Ýù áñ ³ÝáÝù 
³Ýó»³É ã»Ý£ Î³ñûï³Ëï ãáõÝÇÝù Ù»ñ å³ï³Ý»Ï³Ý »õ 
»ñÇï³ë³ñ¹³Ï³Ý ·áñÍÇÝ£ äñÏ»Ýù Ù»ñ ×Ç·»ñÁ, Ï»Ýëáõ-
Ý³Ï ¹³ñÓÝ»Ýù Ù»ñ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñÁ, áñå¿ë�Ç ÁÉÉ³Ýù 
³ñÅ³Ý³õáñ Å³é³Ý·áñ¹Ý»ñÁ µáÉáñ ³ÝáÝó áñáÝù ·áñ-
Í»óÇÝ áõ Ñ»ïù Ó·»óÇÝ Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ »õ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç 
Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç£ ¶ÇïÝ³Ýù áñ Û³ñ¹Á Ïþ»ñÃ³Û »õ óáñ»ÝÁ 
ÏÁ ÙÝ³Û£ ºÕ¿ù óáñ»Ý, ¹³éÝ³Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ 
»õ ³�·ÇÝ Ñ³óÁª ëÝáõó³Ý»Éáõ »õ �ûñ³óÝ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ù»ñ 
³�·ÇÝ ³å³·³Ý, áñáõÝ ëå³ë³ñÏáõÝ»ñÝ áõ ÝáõÇñ»³É-
Ý»ñÝ »Ýù£

ä³ïÇõë ³ñÅ³Ý³õáñ³ó£
ÞÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉáõÃÇõÝ£

úÞ²Î²Ü ²ðøºäÆêÎàäàê
Ø³ÛÇë, 2006      
²é³çÝáñ¹ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ ²ñ»õ»É»³Ý Â»ÙÇÝ



4

Outreach October/November 2006

5

We greet all of you with fatherly love and fervent 
Christian faith. On the occasion of the National 
Representative Assembly of the Prelacy of the 

Eastern United States, we express our wish that during the 
following two days our assembly sessions be calm, fruitful, 
and productive, examining the work of the past year and 
planning that of the coming year. Indeed, why not also 
include that of many years—our long-term horizons.

We have a special and affectionate greeting on behalf of 
the Religious and Executive Councils as well as on behalf of 
our Prelacy’s communities and people, directed at the pastor 
of Sts. Vartanantz Church in Ridgeſeld, Very Reverend 
Shahe Dzayrakouyn Vartabet Panossian, the Board of 
Trustees, and afſliated and sister organizations, which are 
hosting us and will surely make every effort so that the best 
conditions will be created for the productive outcome of our 
meetings. We are appreciative of our faithful living in and 
serving Sts. Vartanantz Church, who with feelings of spiritual 
and Armenian warmth endeavor through their participation 
to keep the community of Sts. Vartanantz Church vibrant. 
Because of their geographical proximity to the Prelacy, we 
also rely on their moral and material support, for which 
reason we are doubly grateful for all of our faithful children.

Dear Delegates,
Last year, 2005, commemorations of the anniversaries of 

important events in the life of our people and the Catholicosate 
of Cilicia took place. The 90th Anniversary commemoration of 
the ſrst genocide of the 20th century was marked for us on 
behalf of the last who are still living of this spiritually afƀicted 
generation by the entire community with the participation 
of the Prelacy and Diocese, and political and benevolent 
organizations. Once more we pledged with renewed resolve 
to press our solemn case until its just resolution.

Secondly, last year the North American continent was 
graced by the visit of His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the 
Great House of Cilicia, who presided over the celebrations 
in the Prelacies of Canada and of the Eastern and Western 
United States of the 75th anniversary of the establishment of 
the Cilician Seminary in Antelias. Again, the providential 
service which the Cilician Seminary offered to the entire 
Armenian nation, especially in the years following the 
Genocide and when communist oppression prevailed in the 
Motherland. The Seminary was celebrated as the forge from 
which its graduates went on to sit on the Sees of both Cilicia 
and Echmiadzin, and became prelates of both Cilician and 
Echmiadzin dioceses, and also became pastors and teachers 
everywhere there was a need for a cultivator of the spirit and 
teacher of the nation. Vehapar remembered all of this and we 
promised to remain loyal to the mission of the Catholicosate 

of Cilicia and to follow its example, and also to demonstrate 
the vital role, which the Seminary of Antelias has had in the 
course of the last 75 years and the calling it will fulſll in the 
future.

Thirdly, the entire year (and in its depth, years in the 
life of any Armenian) was devoted to the 1600th anniversary 
of the discovery of the Armenian alphabet. In the sacred 
letters of the Vehapar’s encyclical to us all, from the modest 
Armenian to the scholar and specialist, from the student to 
the teacher, intellectual, journalist, with one voice for all 
Armenians, we consider as of the highest value that the 
Armenian nation was given the ability to become stronger 
through this second great miracle of spiritual and cultural 
self-formation, after our conversion to Christianity. Lectures, 
exhibitions, and gatherings were organized to extol the value 
of the discovery of the Armenian alphabet and its role in the 
course of centuries and its value to our people in our spiritual 
struggle and subjection.

And now Vehapar has proclaimed 2006 the year of the 
Armenian School. It is a wise decision that is the natural 
continuation of the miraculous discovery of the alphabet by 
St. Mesrob Mashdots and the establishment of the Golden 
Age. The Armenian school is that most secure structure where 
one who devotes himself to learning and knowledge forges 
and becomes the authentic seal of his identity expressed in 
language and culture. In Vehapar’s words, the school “is the 
forge of the formation of the Armenian and person.” It is 
“the fortress of Armenian identity.” “Our national identity 
deteriorates and our cultural values are corrupted in the 
face of currents, but the Armenian school with its Armenian-
ƀavored atmosphere has become that environment where 
the Armenian identity is formed to keep undeſled the 
imperishable treasure of its spiritual, intellectual, cultural, 
and national values.” It is with the same wise and prudent 
thoughts that all our communities have Saturday schools in 
the church, and where it is possible, day schools, so that in an 
environment where there is pressure to lose one’s Armenian 
identity, we remain standing ſrm on the unbreakable anchor 
and build our life—family, social, and personal—on the 
strong rock of our fathers.

Finally, this year our four-year term as Prelate ends. With 
the Religious and Executive Councils, the total dedication of 
our pastors, the very particular sacriſces of our boards of 
trustees, and the participation of all the faithful, we have tried 
to make our Prelacy ƀourish both as a whole and as individual 
communities, working together to keep the Prelacy strong. 
Perhaps it was with this concern that the Prelacy more closely 
followed the life of our centers and maintained ties more often 
with the pastors and boards of trustees. We do not pretend to 
say that we have reached the perfect and desired state, but in 

Address to the National Representative Assembly
Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church
Ridgeſeld, New Jersey
[translation]
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all of us this effort and dedication to exert ourselves more in 
our work has remained strong and fervent.

It is with this concern in mind that the present NRA 
has chosen as its theme the rebuilding and development of 
communities. This will give us the opportunity to develop 
more secure and fundamental plans from our work and 
especially on the basis of our experiences, and after some 
time to lead the life of our communities—both religious and 
national—toward success.

It is on this basis that we direct our words to you, 
examining the care given to the people by the Prelacy and 
boards of trustees, and exerting our efforts for their welfare 
and completing the plans for a brighter and successful 
future.

We examine our national and religious life in three 
areas.

1. Spiritual Life
As a national-religious organization and especially 

as a church, our most noble and Christian obligation is to 
strengthen the life of faith of our people. It is true that we 
as individuals constitute a part of the Church, but the unity 
of the Church is expressed by Christ, who is the foundation 
stone and cornerstone of this structure.

The Church becomes bright and strong speciſcally when 
it prepares the next generation. The Sunday school is the 
ſrst and basic institution to organize the young people. We 
must be realistic in our examination. From our thousands 
of young people, how many attend our Sunday schools? 
Even from our graduating students, how many become 
participants in our church and national life? Education alone 
is not enough to form the Christian faithful. We must insure 
the practical participation in the life of the faithful in order to 
see their presence in various ſelds. Choir members, deacons, 
or acolytes, Bible study groups must be developed. A little 
later when we are given the picture with actual numbers of 
their participation in our Prelacy, we may ſnd the numbers 
to be disappointing. This disappointment, however, should 
not result in inaction and stagnation, but rather we must 
confront this situation as a battle cry to increase our attempts 
to achieve success. In other words, we must plan and build 
our future.

Accordingly, I issue a call to you and through you to our 
parents and children to increase our efforts, centralize our 
work to prepare a generation faithful to the Armenian Church. 
Let no one say that this or that work is not my duty. We must 
be dedicated to Christ’s Church with collective strength and 
purposeful vision, for the growth of the Armenian Church 
during our time. We must work harmoniously for our future 
success. It is time to work in order to prepare the coming 
generation, to ſll our leadership positions, and to insure the 
continuity of the Armenian Church’s illuminating mission.
2. National Life

A beautiful special quality of the Armenian Church is 
that it belongs to all who believe in the Armenian spiritual and 
national culture, by means of which our church has received 
its own particular color. The Armenian Church is directed at 

all children of Armenia and all those who recognize, study, 
and value all of the riches the Armenian Church has created 
over the centuries in the life of the Armenian people. We have 
an enormous theological, ecclesiastical, biblical, Armenian 
language, literature, art, architecture, and musical legacy that 
belongs generally to Christian civilization, but particularly to 
the identity of the Armenian people. They have been made 
through all the values of genuine, far-sighted and human 
nobility and they form our identity. What wisdom and 
god-given grace did our ancestors have who expressed their 
Christian faith with a creative and faithful Armenian spirit!

It is this consciousness that has impelled us to open 
schools, in order to strengthen the foundation of our existence 
with our language and culture. The miracle is not realized only 
through the activity of God but also needs our participation 
in God’s work. We are co-workers of God and continue the 
work of His creation. The creation of the Armenians is their 
language, literature, identity, and by means of this, their good 
deeds and participation in continuing the Armenian creation 
and perpetuation. Thus, we have a vital responsibility and 
noble obligation to maintain the honor of our character and 
identity, by glorifying it and especially making it known to 
all, both non-Armenians and Armenians. We are proud of 
our past, our culture, and our accomplishments. We must be 
especially proud of our Armenian identity.

Consequently, it is essential to keep our schools alive, 
particularly when this year is the “Year of the Armenian 
School.” We must bear a wide share of the responsibility 
and concern for their vitality and success. Likewise essential 
are all of the cultural undertakings, which grow the seeds 
of Armenian identity in the soul of the faithful. We are the 
sowers, the responsible ones, and we will be negligent if we 
become complacent and give up hope on this work.

We bear the name of Armenian. Let us value this with 
honor.

3. Social Life
“Whenever two Armenians meet, they will build an 

Armenia,” as the great writer William Saroyan said. These 
words of the writer have truly come close to profound 
wisdom, which reminds us of nothing other than our joy 
to live with one another, of making our past worthy in the 
present and with our collective life create that spiritual 
fatherland, which enriches each other’s hearts. With this 
wisdom, all our cultural undertakings that we complete must 
have the level and inƀuence so that we may progress.

The community is not an abstract concept. We are 
the community, whether political or cultural, benevolent 
or athletic and social organizations, unions, and it is our 
presence and participation in all of these that our spirit is 
satisſed and our identity is kept undeſled. The aim is to be a 
community, ſlling our collective life with all the values that 
were achieved through blood and sweat, sword and pen. We 
must realize that our plans are not only to complete work or 
to create vitality and excitement, but also especially to build 
the future and to place the future on a more ſrm foundation. 
Through generational change, under the inƀuence of the 
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surroundings and with the progress of civilization, we 
adopt, whether willingly or unwillingly, new ideas and 
ways. We must be attentive so that we accept these, without 
disparaging our characteristics, the Armenian traditions, 
sacredness of the family and the characteristic Armenian 
values. We must not consider the community as fragmented, 
in narrow and particular spheres, but we must aim our efforts 
and work toward the common good of Armenians. We can 
have different opinions, different persuasions of various 
forms may motivate our work, but this does not mean that we 
should be divided. The nation is above all else, and in order 
for it to have vitality we must extend our collective effort, so 
that even though we live in a foreign country, we do not lose 
our Armenian identity, and we accept the diverse cultural 
dyes, but we do not become colorless.

Therefore, it is the duty of all us, in various ways and 
roles, to enrich our lives with our national life, so that we 
enrich both American culture and also our national identity. 
This is today’s imperative.

We prepare to celebrate in 2008 the 110th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Armenian Church in America and 
the 50th anniversary of our fruitful afſliation with the Holy 
See of Cilicia. By looking back, we will examine ourselves—
our service, our accomplishments, successes and failures—so 
that through these we will be able to bring about a new era 
for the bright future of the Armenian Church and people. We 

have yet a great deal to accomplish.
Dear delegates and guests,

Later today we are going to concentrate, with our 
thoughts and suggestions, to ſnd ways and means for the 
development and ƀourishing of our communities. In terms 
of moral formation and education most of us grew up in 
Armenian ƀavored families. We accepted the prayers and 
blessings of the Armenian Church. We formed our loyalty in 
various different organizations. We realize that these do not 
just belong to our past. We do not have nostalgia for the work 
we did during our youth. Let us bind our efforts together, turn 
our work lively, so that we will be the worthy posterity of all 
those who worked and left their mark in the life of our church 
and nation. Let us remember that the chaff is discarded and 
the wheat remains. Let us be the wheat, to become the bread 
for our church and nation, to feed and strengthen the future 
of our nation, of which we are the devoted servants.

Honor to whom honor is due.

Thank you.

ARCHBISHOP OSHAGAN
Prelate
Armenian Apostolic Church of America
(Eastern United States of America)

See Page 22 For Details
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The 2006 National Representative Assembly convened 
in Ridgeſeld, New Jersey, May 17 to 19, with the host 
parish, Sts. Vartanantz Church, extending a warm and 

attentive welcome to delegates and guests.
In his keynote address to the Assembly, the Prelate, 

Archbishop Oshagan, touched upon the accomplishments of 
the past year and the challenges that must be faced during the 
coming year in an atmosphere of cooperative partnership.

“With the Religious and Executive Councils, the total 
dedication of our pastors, the very particular sacriſces of 
our boards of trustees, and the participation of all the faith-
ful, we have tried to make our Prelacy ƀourish both as a 
whole and as individual communities, working together to 
keep the Prelacy strong. Perhaps it was with this concern 
that the Prelacy more closely followed the life of our centers 
and maintained ties more often with the pastors and boards 
of trustees. We do not pretend to say that we have reached 

the perfect and desired state, but in all of us this effort and 
dedication to exert ourselves more in our work has remained 
strong and fervent.

“It is with this concern in mind that the present NRA has 
chosen as its theme the rebuilding and development of com-
munities. This will give us the opportunity to develop more 
secure and fundamental plans from our work and especially 
on the basis of our experiences, and after some time to lead 
the life of our communities—both religious and national—to-
ward success.” [The full text of the Prelate’s address to the 
assembly, in both English and Armenian, is in this issue of 
Outreach—Editor].

Elected to serve as co-chairmen were Alan Goshgarian 
(Whitinsville) and Nerses Gedigian (Dearborn). Elected to 
serve as English secretary was Janet Haroian (Granite City). 
Elected to serve as Armenian secretary was Rev. Fr. Serop 
Azarian (Granite City).

A photo-essay of the 2006 National Representative Assembly

National Representative Assembly Convenes in New Jersey
With Focus on Parish Development

Archbishop Oshagan is Re-elected by Acclamation

Honors Conferred During Closing Banquet

The 2006 National Representative Assembly at Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridgeſeld, New Jersey.
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Prelate’s Election
Archbishop Oshagan was re-elected by acclamation to serve a 

third four-year term as Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy. His Eminence 
received the unanimous support of the delegates, and immediately 
after the election, the clergy escorted him into the sanctuary of Sts. 
Vartanantz Church where a Hrashapar service took place. The Prelate 
expressed his gratitude for the conſdence the delegates have in his 
leadership, and he prayed for God’s wise guidance during the next 
four years. 

Closing Banquet
Parishioners from the metro area parishes joined delegates and 

guests at the closing banquet on Friday evening at the Fort Lee Hil-
ton. 

Six couples from the host parish were honored for their dedi-
cated service and were presented with Certiſcates of Merit by the 
Prelate. The honorees were: Zohrab and Talin Daghlian, Charles 
and Alice Kasparian, Berj and Varsenne Massoyan, Charles and 
Helen Mesropian, Sarkis and Mary Ohanessian, Zarmair and Sonia 
Setrakian.

Seven individuals were honored as “Persons of the Year,” 
including: Antranig Boudakian, Harry Koundakjian, Hagop Kouy-
oumdjian, Dr. Dertad Manguikian, Iris Papazian, Richard Sarajian, 
and the Hon. Sarkis Teshoian. These seven individuals had received 
medals from His Holiness during his visit last year. On this occasion 
the individual encyclicals, which were not available at the time of 
the original presentation, were presented to the seven individuals 
honored.            †

Archbishop Oshagan delivers his message to the Assembly.

Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian, secretary of the Religious Council, 
presents the report of the Religious Council.

Once again the Eastern Prelacy’s annual rafƀe fundraising 
program was a great success thanks in large part to 
the chairman, Antranig Boudakian. Mr. Boudakian 

has chaired the rafƀe committee for the past seven years. The 
drawing took place at the conclusion of the banquet at the Fort 
Lee Hilton, hosted by Sts. Vartanantz Church in Ridgeſeld, 
New Jersey. The 2006 winners are: 

First place($5,000), Sophie Schwartz, Indiana.
Second place ($2,000), Dr. & Mrs. Haroutune Mekhjian, 

New Jersey.
Third place ($1,000), Mr. & Mrs. Charles Keumurian,

Massachusetts.
Fourth place ($1,000), Mr. & Mrs. Antranig Vartanian, 

New York
Fifth place ($1,000), Berj Vartanian, New Jersey.

Dr. & Mrs. Mekhjian, who were present at the banquet, 
donated their $2,000 prize to the St. Gregory of Datev Institute 
which this year is celebrating its 20th anniversary.

Funds raised through the rafƀe are allocated to the Prelacy’s 
various religious and language programs for the youth. 
Archbishop Oshagan expressed his gratitude to Mr. Boudakian 
for his dedicated service. “Without this extra ſnancial resource 
each year we would be unable to offer the type of programs we 
currently maintain,” the Prelate said.

2006 Rafƀe Drawing 
Takes Place in New Jersey

Stephen Hagopian leads the parish development presentation, 
which is available on the Prelacy’s website.
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Antranig Boudakian, chairman of the annual rafƀe campaign, does his ſnal 
calculations. Mr. Boudakian has chaired the rafƀe fundraising campaign 
for seventh consecutive years with unprecedented success.

A surprise birthday celebration for Rev. Fr. Aram Stepanian during the 
Thursday evening dinner hour.

Dr. Raffy Hovanessian expresses greetings on behalf of Archbishop Khajag 
Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church (Eastern).

Above and two photos below: Scenes from the plenary sessions.
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Above and below: Following the election of Archbishop Oshagan to a third 
term as Prelate, the clergy lead him into the sanctuary where a Hrashapar 
service took place.

Archbishop Oshagan enters the church.

V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian welcomes delegates and guests to the closing 
banquet on behalf of the host parish, Sts. Vartanantz Church. Also express-
ing words of welcome was the chair of the Board of Trustees, Mrs. Bea 
Movsesian.

Youth Leadership awards presented to Tamar Samuelian and Yeghya 
Sanboulian.

Der Daron and Der Khatchadour

Youth Leadership awards presented to Shogher Baronian and Ara Sarajian



12

Outreach October/November 2006

13

Six local couples were presented with Certiſcates of Merit in 
appreciation of their many years of service to Sts. Vartanantz 
Church. Honored were: Zohrab and Talin Daghlian, Berj and 
Varsenne Massoyan, Charles and Helen Mesropian, Sarkis 
and Mary Ohanessian, Zarmair and Sonia Setrakian, and 
Charles and Alice Kasparian, who were unable to attend.

Talin and Zohrab Daghlian.

Varsenne and Berj Massoyan.

Charles and Helen Mesropian.

Sarkis and Mary Ohanessian.

Sonia and Zarmair Setrakian.

Local Parishioners Honored
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Seven individuals were honored as “Persons of the Year.” These individuals had received medals from His Holiness Catholicos 
Aram I last October, but had not been presented with the individual encyclicals. On this occasion, Archbishop Oshagan read and 
presented each with the Pontiſcal Encyclical. One recipient, Dr. Dertad Manguikian (Prince of Cilicia), was not present.

Hagop Kouyoumdjian, Prince of Cilicia.

The Hon. Sarkis Teshoian, Prince of Cilicia.

Iris Papazian, Knight of Cilicia.

Richard Sarajian, Esq, Knight of Cilicia.

Antranig Boudakian, Knight of Cilicia.

Harry Koundakjian, Mesrob Mashtots Medal.

Persons of the Year
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During this year’s National Rep-
resentative Assembly two new 
books published by the Eastern 

Prelacy were introduced at evening 
presentations attended by delegates 
and community members.

Light from Light
On Tuesday evening, Michael 

Papazian’s book, Light from Light, was 
presented with a wine and cheese re-
ception at Sts. Vartanantz Church. The 
book and its author, a professor in the 
state of Georgia, were introduced by 
the Prelate, Archbishop Oshagan.

His Eminence recalled knowing 
Michael since he was just a young 
boy—barely eight or nine years old. 
“My image of Michael is that he always 
had a book in his hand; always reading. 
And that is true to this day. Whenever I 
see him, he is reading a book.”

Archbishop Oshagan described 
the primary aim of the volume to make 
as clear as possible the light of the spirit 
that shined in the life of the Armenian 
people in the ſrst Christian centuries 
and the foundation of the Armenian 
Church. He noted that this book is 
not a history book in the traditional 
sense, but rather the author navigates 
the reader through the history of the 
church, often stopping to investigate 
important topics in greater detail and 
injecting his own personal experiences. 
“When he speaks about St. Gregory of 
Narek, he discusses in depth the under-
standing of prayer. When he speaks 
about Stepanos of Siunik, he gives an 
account of the biblical commentary lit-
erature. Yet he journeys along with the 
history of the Church, and his personal 
experience makes him a traveling com-
panion of history, as when he remem-
bers his visit to Aghtamar and the relief 

there on the exterior of the Cathedral of 
the prophet Jonah and others.”

Dr. Papazian spoke brieƀy noting 
his pleasure to be in his home parish of 
Sts. Vartanantz. “This is where I grew 
up,” he said, “and it is always good to 
come back.” He thanked Archbishop 
Oshagan for his support and assistance 
on this project. He said that he tried to 
see the history of the Church not sim-
ply as a series of past events and facts, 
but also as having vital relevance for 
the present day.

“The idea for this book was ſrst 
proposed and encouraged by Arch-
bishop Mesrob Ashjian when he was 
prelate of the Eastern Prelacy,” Profes-
sor Papazian said. “It is my deep regret 
that he did not live to see the publica-
tion of this book but I am comforted by 
the fact that Mesrob Srpazan did see 
the ſnal draft and the last conversation 
we had concerned the book.”

Michael Papazian is associate pro-

Prelacy Introduces Two New Books During NRA:

Archbishop Hrant Khatchadourian’s Doctoral Dissertation 
Chronicles the Historiography of Fifth Century Armenia

Michael Papazian’s Light from Light Presents a Comprehensive
Introduction to the History and Theology of the Armenian Church

Archbishop Oshagan pours red wine on a 
copy of Light from Light, by Professor Michael 
Papazian.

The author signs copies of his book following the presentation.
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fessor of philosophy and chair of the 
Department of Religion and Philoso-
phy at Berry College in Rome, Georgia. 
He received his bachelor’s degree from 
Johns Hopkins University and his 
master’s and Ph.D. from the University 
of Virginia. In addition to his study of 
contemporary metaphysics and philo-
sophical logic, he also pursued his in-
terest in ancient philosophy at Virginia. 
In order to research the early Armenian 
translations of and commentaries on 
Greek philosophical texts, he studied 
the classical Armenian language at Ox-
ford University. He received a Master 
of Studies degree in classical Armenian 
from Oxford in 1995. Dr. Papazian has 
completed three books and numerous 
journal articles and has given presen-
tations on a range of topics including 
Stoic logic and metaphysics, the me-
dieval Aristotelian commentary tradi-
tion, the medieval Armenian biblical 
commentary tradition, the morality of 
war, terrorism, and the theology of sin 
and redemption.

Hrant Srpazan’s 
Doctoral Dissertation

On Wednesday evening, May 17, 
the newly published Historiography of 
Fifth Century Armenia by Archbishop 
Hrant Khatchadourian, was presented 
at the Prelacy ofſce in New York City. 
Delegates traveled from New Jersey 
to New York ſrst to pay a visit to St. 
Illuminator’s Cathedral and then to the 
Prelacy ofſces where they witnessed 
the presentation of the late Archbish-
op’s work. Present were members of 
Hrant Srpazan’s family including his 
brother Antranig who was the sponsor 
of the publication.

Archbishop Oshagan made the 
presentation noting that the next day, 
May 18, would have been the late Arch-
bishop’s 80th birthday. He explained 
how the work focuses on a group of 
authors who formed Armenia’s ſfth 
century literature. “Immediately after 
the founding of the Armenian alphabet, 
the ſfth century authors established 
the foundation of the Golden Age with 
their literary works and translations. 
We have never had such a proliſc out-
put of literary work, which aside from 
its historical value also shows the rich-
ness of Armenian genius—theological, 
polemical, philosophical, ritual, literary 

and linguistic writings. These are the 
things that are presented in compact 
form in this volume that is meant for 
the general reader.”

Ms. Maral Khatchadourian, a 
niece of Archbishop Hrant, spoke on 
behalf of the family and their memo-
ries in their close-knit family. [Ms. 
Khatchadourian’s message is printed on the 
next page—Editor].

Archbishop Oshagan ex-
pressed words of thanks to Antranig 
Khatchadourian and his family for 
making the publication of the work 
possible. He ended with a prayer to 
Almighty God for everlasting rest and 
peace for the soul of Hrant Srpazan. 
“His memory will remain forever 
bright in the history of our Prelacy and 
in the minds and hearts of all who 
knew him,” the Prelate concluded.

Archbishop Hrant
Archbishop Hrant Khatchadou-

rian, the ſrst Prelate of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church of America, was born 
on May 18, 1926, in Aleppo, Syria. He 
received his primary education in the 
Haigazian Armenian School in Aleppo. 
After graduation he entered the Ar-
menian Theological Seminary of the 

Catholicosate of the Holy See of Cilicia 
in Antelias, Lebanon in 1940, where he 
studied for four years as a high school 
student and three years on a college 
level, studying theology, philosophy, 
history and literature.

Upon graduation in June 1948 
he was ordained a celibate priest. He 
served in a number of administrative 
and teaching positions at the Catholico-
sate in Antelias. He came to the United 
States in 1952 and served as a pastor of 
St. Gregory the Illuminator Church in 
Haverhill, Massachusetts for six years.

His Holiness Catholicos Zareh I 
ordained him a Bishop on November 
2, 1958. On May 9, 1959, he was elected 
locum tenens of the newly organized 
Prelacy of North America. Five months 
later, on November 11, he was elected 
to serve as the ſrst Prelate. In 1964 he 
was elevated to the rank of Archbishop 
by His Holiness Catholicos Khoren I.

Archbishop Hrant, young and 
dynamic, served as Prelate for fourteen 
years (1959-1973) for the vast area of 
the entire United States and Canada. 
It was a difſcult, but challenging, era 
during which he provided the strong 
leadership so vital for the growing and 
enthusiastic community that required 

ARCHIVAL PHOTO: The Executive Council taken during the National Representative 
Assembly on May 18, 1968. Back row, left to right: Puzant Granian, Antranig Aslanian, 
Rev. Fr. Datev Kaloustian, Rev. Fr. Mesrob Tashjian, Moushegh Haratunian, Dr. 
Christopher Babigian. Front row, left to right: Mihran Guzelian, V. Rev. Fr. Yervant 
Apelian, His Eminence Archbishop Hrant Khatchadourian, Yeghishe Melikian, Rev. Fr. 
Moushegh Der Kaloustian.
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new churches, qualiſed clergymen, 
and educational institutions. He had 
the daunting task of ministering to a 
large segment of the Armenian people 
in North America who had been left 
without spiritual leadership for nearly 
three decades. He was greatly admired 
for his administrative abilities, beauti-
ful voice and his passionate and elo-
quent sermons.

In September of 1973, he entered 
the Franciscan Theological Seminary of 
St. Anthony-on-Hudson in Rensselaer, 
New York. He received his Master of 
Theology in June 1975. He continued 
his studies at Providence College, 
Rhode Island, where he successfully 
defended his dissertation and was 
awarded the degree of Doctor of Phi-
losophy on May 21, 1979.

Faced with a serious heart condi-
tion—and without the medical ad-
vances of today—Archbishop Hrant 
passed away on Sunday, January 27, 
1980. He was 53 years old. Funeral ser-
vices and Extreme Unction took place 
at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in New 
York City. His remains were escorted 
to Lebanon by Archbishop Mesrob 
Ashjian (the Prelate at the time) and 
family members where he was laid to 
rest in the Zareh I Mausoleum at the 
Catholicosate of Cilicia.     †

Hrant Srpazan’s book is “dedicated” with red wine.

The family of the late Archbishop Hrant surround Archbishop Oshagan after the presentation.

Prior to the book presentation delegates 
visited St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in New 
York City.

Archbishop Oshagan presents Hrant Srpazan’s newly published book during a presentation at the 
Prelacy.
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During the book reception, Maral Khatchadourian, Hrant Srpazan’s niece, 
delivered the following message on behalf of the family.

I am going to speak in English because it is easier for me and I 
am not as gifted in writing in Armenian as my uncle, Hrant Srpa-
zan, or my brother Hagop.

You might wonder why it took so long for us to publish Hrant 
Srpazan’s doctoral dissertation. There is no special reason other 
than the fact that initially we as his closest family needed time to 
heal, to grieve the loss of our uncle, brother, brother-in-law, and 
cousin. We started families, raised our children and continued to 
serve our church and the Armenian community because that’s what 
our family did. We had a great example to follow—our uncle who 
we affectionately called “ammo srpazan.” His memory did not es-
cape us, we thought about him daily, at family gatherings, when we 
were alone, in our prayers, when our children got baptized, when 
they were ordained as acolytes and sub-deacons or when they 
showed musical talent that was unquestionably from their great 
uncle. He would have been proud of us as we were proud of him.

This book is more than a publication. It is a testament to Hrant 
Srpazan’s life as a servant of God, and of the Armenian Church, its 
people and its rich history. He loved to read and he had quite a col-
lection of books. He prized his books so much that he would say, 
“Yerp yes gu mernim, kirkerus Antelias ghurgetsek,” (When I die send 
my books to Antelias). And so we did. His books were his pride and 
joy much like this book is. His love for the Armenian people, for 
the Armenian Church and his trust in God gave him the strength 
to persevere and write this dissertation. I remember my uncle’s 
desk covered with books, some of them written and published 100 
years ago. As some of you may know, he was a perfectionist and he 
would spend days writing and rewriting a single page. Most of his 
reference material was written in Armenian and he had the chal-
lenging task of translating their content to English in order to write 
about them.

It was not easy. He would refer to his dissertation as the birth of 
a child and when the day came to deliver, it was truly a memorable 
one. He was ecstatic and tired, much like the parents of a newborn. 
As a candidate for the Doctor of Philosophy degree, he studied the 
history of many nations and the works of many great historians. 
He developed a special friendship with his professors and mentors 
who respected him not only as a high ranking clergyman but also 
a unique human being. He chose, The History of Historiography of 
Fifth Century Armenia, as the topic of his dissertation because he 
wanted to enlighten people about how we came about and why we 
are here. In the end, Hrant Srpazan himself became a teacher about 
a subject that his professors had little exposure to in a Catholic and 
Dominican college.

So here we are 27 years later when this piece of work sees new 
light. It is painful to think about what might have been, but it is 
even more painful to think that Archbishop Hrant Khatchadourian 
would be forgotten. With much courage and faith in God Almighty 
he lived his life on earth to the fullest in a short amount of time. 
He leaves behind a legacy that we as his descendants and children 
of God can only hope to perpetuate through our servitude to our 
church and nation. 

Maral Khatchadourian
May 17, 2006

Historiography of
Fifth Century Armenia

By
Archbishop

Hrant Khatchadourian

164 pages
Hardcover

$15.00 (plus shipping)

Enlightening Chapters on the
Fifth Century Historiographers:

Goriun
Agathangeghos
Pavsdos Puzant

Movses Khorenatsi
Yeghisheh

Ghazar Parbetsi

The ſfth century’s historiography of 
Armenia was a unique and comprehensive 
movement with nationalistic aims within 
the circle of the Sahag-Mesrobian School. 
Before the fall of the kingdom of the 
Arshagouni dynasty (A.D. 428), when 
Armenia was already trembling and 
losing her political power and status, 
there gradually came to life a new kind of 
“kingdom” in the land of Armenia with 
the invention of the Armenian alphabet 
and the construction of a literature in the 
Armenian literary language.

From the Introduction by Archbishop 
Hrant Khatchadourian

Historiography of Fifth Century Armenia

Available at the Prelacy 
Bookstore

212-689-7810
books@armenianprelacy.org
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The 23rd annual national confer-
ence of the National Association 
of Ladies Guilds (NALG) took 

place at Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridge-
ſeld, New Jersey, concurrently with 
the National Representative Assem-
bly. During the meeting the executive 
members of the NALG presented their 
annual report to the representatives 
of the various Ladies Guilds. The rep-
resentatives shared the objective of 
strengthening their Guilds, communi-
cating with other parishes and estab-
lishing a primary goal. This year’s goal 
is to concentrate on encouraging the in-
volvement of the young women in the 
communities, with a general theme of: 
“When you educate a girl, you educate 
a family. Once you educate a family, 
you educate a community.”

Two speakers were featured this 
year. The ſrst on Thursday, May 18, 
was offered by Mrs. Mary Derderian, 
an adjunct professor, and a successful 
entrepreneur. She spoke about “Theme 
Events and Event Protocol,” which 
prompted a lively question and answer 
period.

The second speaker was Mrs. Hou-
rig Papazian-Sahagian, an educator 
and former director of the Armenian 
National Education Committee, who 
spoke about “The Armenian Women 
in History.”

According to the bylaws of the 
Guild, the purpose of the Association 
is: To help strengthen and promote 
the activities of Ladies’ Guilds; to in-
spire Ladies’ Guild members to learn 
the doctrines and traditions of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church; to set 
forth objectives designed to focus on 
youth as future leaders of the church 
and to motivate them to foster continu-
ing growth of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church of America; to ſnancially as-
sist candidates currently enrolled in 
the theological studies leading to the 
priesthood of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church of America.”

In order to meet some of these 
goals throughout the years the NALG 

has engaged in a number of fundrais-
ing activities including an annual rafƀe, 
a very successful cookbook and com-
panion apron, and the popular cocktail 
and full size napkins inscribed with 
the Armenian greetings “Paree Yegag 
(welcome) and Anoush ulah (enjoy, or 
literally “may it be sweet”). The current 
executive is working on new projects 
to raise funds in order to continue the 
support they have given to programs 
like the St. Gregory of Datev Institute, 

and the seminars and programs they 
organize on a national level. 

Mary Derderian, the new chair of 
the NALG executive, notes that this 
year they will urge the local Ladies 
Guilds to organize seminars locally or 
regionally and to institute programs 
and activities to attract young women 
to participate in the life of the church 
and community.                                      †

—Iris Papazian

Hourig Papazian-Sahagian speaks about Armenian women throughout history.

National Association of Ladies Guilds (NALG)
Celebrating its 23nd Year

Annual Conference Takes Place Concurrent with the
National Representative Assembly

Archbishop Oshagan with the representatives of the Ladies Guild who attended the national 
conference.
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Past “First Ladies” of the United 
States have often lamented that 
there is no job description for 

their unpaid position, yet much is ex-
pected of them. The same can be said 
for our Yeretzgeens—the wives of our 
pastors—who have no assigned du-
ties but of whom so much is expected. 
Especially in orthodox churches the 
priest’s wife has a special title that com-
mands recognition and respect, but no 
real direction as to what she should or 
not do.

For the ſrst time many of the 
problems that the yeretzgeens face were 
brought out into the open for discus-
sion, guidance, and sympathetic an-
swers to some difſcult questions.

Some of the questions discussed 
included: What is the role of a Yeretz-
geen in today’s parish? How do we 
handle conƀict? How do we deal with 
difſcult people? How do we balance 
our parish, professional and personal 
life? How do we live out our faith? 
What is our role in the ministry with 
our life partner? Must we attend every 
activity of the parish? What is my gift 
to give to others? How can we best put 
our skills to work in our parish?

These and many other questions 
emerged during the two-day confer-
ence of yeretzgeens. The two main 
presenters were Presbytera Athanasia 
Papademetriou and Yeretzgeen Joanna 
Baghsarian.

The title presbytera is Greek mean-
ing “priestess.” The Armenian title 
yeretzgeen literally means “wife of an 
elder or priest.”

Presbytera Athanasia is the wife 
of Father George C. Papademetriou, 
an ordained priest serving the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese and Professor 
of Systematic Theology at Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology. 
She is the author of Presbytera: The Life, 
Mission and Service of the Priest’s Wife, 
recently published by Somerset Hall 
Press. This book, a copy of which was 
presented to each of the yeretzgeens 
attending the conference, presents the 

historical role of a priest’s wife based 
on Holy Scripture and tradition, as well 
as reƀections from her own life experi-
ences.

Her two-part presentation focused 
on “Marriage, Christian Family and 
the Special Call of the Priest’s Wife” 
and “The Priest’s Wife in Parish Life.” 

Conference of Yeretzgeens Convenes During the NRA

Marriage, Christian Family and the Special “Call” of the 
Priest’s Wife are Explored

The yeretzgeens who participated in the conference—the ſrst of its kind—with the sponsors Boghos 
and Arlene Minoyan (extreme right).

Yn. Margaret Stepanian presents a token of appreciation to the sponsors, Mr. and Mrs. Boghos 
Minoyan.
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This was followed by an enlightening 
presentation by Yeretzgeen Joanna 
Baghsarian on “Women of Noble Char-
acter.”

Attending the conference were 
the following yeretzgeens: Marineh 
Shetilian, Maggie Aktavoukian, Anie 
Terterian, Naira Azarian, Joanna Bagh-
sarian, Ani Bozoian, Ojene Lakissian, 
Sossie Stepanian, Margaret Stepanian, 
Rita Tatoulian Nicolian, Lucy Daghl-
ian, Vartouhi Der Kalousdian. Guests 
attending including Karen Jehanian, 
who along with Yn. Baghsarian and 
Yn. Margaret Stepanian, organized 
the event, and Iris Papazian, editor of 
Outreach.

The ſrst conference of yeretzgeens 
was sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Boghos 
and Arlene Minoyan of Old Tappan, 
New Jersey. The sponsors hosted a 
dinner for the yeretzgeens at a local 
restaurant in Ridgeſeld, New Jersey on 
Tuesday evening.

Those who attended the conference 
were very pleased with the content and 
presentation, and agreed that this was 
a major initial step. The younger yeretz-
geens were especially pleased to hear 
the comments and suggestions of the 
more experienced yeretzgeens.    †

—Iris Papazian

Prebytera Atanasia Papademetriou, wife of a 
Greek Orthodox priest for more than 45 years, 
shares her valuable insight and experiences 
during the two-day conference.

Stay Connected.

Sign up for the Prelacy’s 
Electronic Newsletter

CROSSROADS
It’s Fast Reading.
It’s Informative.
It’s Interesting.

It’s Free.

If you do not receive CROSSROADS, 
the Prelacy’s weekly e-newsletter, 

you are missing out!

Join the Prelacy’s OnLine Family 
by subscribing now.

Send an e-mail to
info@armenianprelacy.org

with the word “subscribe” in the subject line.
Please include your full name.

It’s that Simple!
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On Thursday evening, May 
18, the delegates visited the 
Hovnanian School in New 

Milford, NJ, where they were treated 
to an encore presentation of DZALA-
BADIG, the extraordinary presentation 
originally made by the students two 
years ago that has been repeated sev-
eral times by popular demand. For this 
special encore presentation last year’s 
graduating class returned to join the 
current students in recreating the magi-
cal presentation.

The entire evening was a rendi-
tion of a moving story, as told by Alidz 
Jebejian-Agbabian through the photo-
graphs of Vartan Derounian, a well-
known photographer in Aleppo during 
the 1920s who went house to house, 
school to school in the Armenian areas 
of Aleppo taking photographs. The 
title of the production is “Dzalabadig: 
Memories of the Armenian Com-
munity in Aleppo,” and what at ſrst 

sounded like a typical school play is 
actually something very different.

The production is the brain-child 
of the principal Ms. Anahid Garmiry-
an, who mounted a four-part presenta-
tion combining ſlm, music, retelling, 
reenactment, and tableau. For the 
audience it becomes an enlightening 
journey through the last 90 years of Ar-
menian history, centered on the stories 
told about the Armenian community 
in Aleppo. It was a travel in time and 
space, which actually could have been 
to any other place in the Diaspora, 
any place we carry in our hearts and 
memories. It was a metaphor of our 
hopes and dreams.

How can our children create a 
comprehensive bridge between the 
present and the past? How can they 
understand concepts such as death, 
deportation, exile, hunger and loss 
of a homeland along with horror and 
poverty? How can they envision the 

Armenian Genocide today? These are 
questions that Ms. Garmiryan has 
wrestled with throughout her educa-
tional career.

After watching this performance, 
it is apparent that a key to that under-
standing has been found. The ſrst part 
of the program was a journey back in 
time through an iMovie produced by 
Ms. Garmiryan, “Down by Numbers.” 
A hundred images, gathered from vari-
ous sources were placed below each 
year in a dramatic countdown from 
2006 to 1915 constructing a network 
of our recent history and life, from the 
newly-independent Republic of Arme-
nia to the Diaspora, from Soviet Arme-
nia to the ſrst independent Armenian 
Republic and the Genocide. Everyone 
found a personal reƀection in this si-
lent, but gripping visual “narration,” 
enhanced by a powerful soundtrack.

The second part, “Reconstructing 
the Past,” was a kind of intermezzo be-

Delegates Visit the Hovnanian School

Images that are Worth More than a Thousand Words

Archbishop Oshagan went on stage to address the student actors directly. “You took me back to my own childhood in Aleppo,” he told them. “I am not ashamed 
to tell you that tears ſlled my eyes listening and watching you. At one point it was no longer a play, but real life. I thank you, and your principal and your 
teachers for this extraordinary evening.”  A single rose was presented to each of the students and bouquets to the principal, teachers and assistants.
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tween the iMovie and the play. The last 
scene of the dispersal of the birds was 
echoed by the students coming to the 
stage and reconstructing by themselves 
the critical moment, which gave birth 
to the Diaspora. No words, no script, 
only a self-styled creation of survival 
and dispersion. Improvisation, free-
dom of movement and imagination 
were needed in order to make it a 
unique experience.

“(Hi)istory telling,” the third 
part, followed through with a frag-
ment by fragment rendition of Alidz 
Agbabian’s Armenian text, superbly 
done by the students. They recreated 
the atmosphere of the 1920s Armenian 

Aleppo, as depicted in photographs by 
Vartan Derounian, which introduced 
each vignette. The humble school/
church, people in their daily activities, 
poverty and mourning, but also a joy-
ful conſdence in a better future, were 
so sensitively portrayed that one found 
it hard to believe that these were 12-14 
year old actors.

Images of school children in Alep-
po reading and writing while sitting 
cross-legged —Dzalabadig— gave rise 
to the wise sayings of adults, such as, 
Garta vor mart ullas (Read so you grow 
up to be a decent human being). The 
past was in sharp contrast to the pres-
ent in New Jersey as the students of 

today recited the words of the Aleppo 
students of yesteryear, “Our books 
were old and tattered. Those who had 
books would share theirs with those 
who had none.”

In the end, “Back to the Future,” 
inspired by the modern photography 
of Miriam-Miller Kaprielian returned 
us to the present through photographs 
of the 6th, 7th and 8th graders reminding 
us that they are the present and the 
future. The standing ovation they re-
ceived, richly deserved, was testimony 
to this fact.      †

Iris Papazian

Program featuring: 
His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia - Keynote Address
Dr. Roberta Ervine, St. Nersess Armenian Theological Seminary - The Legacy of Saints Thaddeus and Bartholomew
Nairy Ohanian, InterVarsity Christian Fellowship - The founding of a student Christian movement in Armenia
Yeretzgin Joanna Baghsarian - The Armenian Church Beyond 1700th Anniversary and her own journey of faith

And many more…
Other special events include:

Saturday-evening concert by world-renowned singer Salpi Keleshian
Special guest choir for morning and evening services under the direction of Rev. Fr. Meghrig Parikian of Toronto, Canada
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It is an honor for me to stand here 
and share with you my thoughts 
about a very important issue con-

cerning the Armenian Church in gen-
eral and Prelacy churches in particular. 
In the context of our general theme of 
“Parish Development,” my lecture this 
morning is about the need for spiritual 
renewal.

Renewal is very essential in life. 
Without renewal there is no advance-
ment. Renewal of our spiritual life is 
a God given direction. “Unless you are 
born anew, you cannot see the Kingdom of 
God” (John 3:3).

Generally whenever the words 
renewal and change are heard in the 
life of a church, people get uneasy and 
somewhat apprehensive. They resist 
change because they think everything 
is ſne and change is not needed.

As much as renewal causes pain, 
it remains very vital for survival. The 
church of Christ is a dynamic reality. 
It is a moving and self regenerating 
reality. Therefore, those churches and 
congregations that think they have no 
need for revival are destined to fail. 
Our risen Lord from the distance of 
two millenniums looks into our eyes 
and says, “Behold I make all things 
new” (Rev. 21:5). This is a perpetual re-
minder and a warning to all churches, 
including the Armenian Church which 
strives to live and function at the dawn 
of the 21st century.

Yes, it is true that the Armenian 
Church is an ethnic church, but it still 
is a church. It is a religious entity. I am 
sure none of us is willing to compro-
mise the ethnic character of our church, 
but by the same token we need to be 
aware that ethnicity and spirituality 

constitute the two lungs of our church. 
And it is important that both lungs are 
equally healthy for the church to sur-
vive as a church.

Karekin I, Catholicos of All Ar-
menians, of blessed memory, writes 
in his book Why this Spirit, “The inde-
structible and centuries old power of 
this church is in her Armenian spirit, 
ƀourished under the Gospel of Christ 
and its proclaimed eternal truth.” His-
torically this might be very true, but in 
this present age the reality is different. 
It seems that “ƀourishing” has lost its 
momentum.

So, what is needed today is the 
improvement of our spiritual life. The 
Armenian Church is in need of revival, 
not so much by way of disposing the 
old, but by giving to the old the color 
of contemporary times, enabling the 
church to partake in the life of her 
children and ſnd answers to the many 
social issues churning in their lives.

The Armenian Church throughout 
history has always served her children 
in many ways. At the dawn of the 21st 

century she cannot be different. She 
cannot fall back and lose touch with 
her membership.

The Armenian Church will not 
lose anything from her ethnic fabric, 
but will be more credible if she does the 
following:

1. Reform the Badarak and make it 
more appealing without compro-
mising its general meaning nor the 
Armenian character.

2. Compose new prayers which will 
address the concerns of modern 
day problems and issues.

3. Have a concrete and transparent 
stand on contemporary social, 
ethical and moral issues.

4. In her preaching ministry give 
a wider berth to the Gospel of 
Christ.

5. Plan and implement a wide range 
of Christian outreach ministries.

6. Publish a catechism book, explain-
ing the doctrine, traditions and 
tenets of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church.

In this age and time, the primary 
thrust of the Armenian Church should 

The Need for Spiritual Renewal

By Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian

[Editor’s Note: The theme for this year’s 
National Representative Assembly was 
“Parish Development.” All presentations 
focused on an aspect of this theme. This 
article is a condensed and edited version of 
the presentation made by Rev. Fr. Nerses 
Manoogian, secretary of the Religious 
Council and pastor of St. Gregory Church 
in Philadelphia. The full presentation is on 
the Prelacy’s web site.]

“The Armenian 
Church is in need 
of revival, not so 
much by way of 

disposing the old, 
but by giving to 

the old the color of 
contemporary times, 
enabling the church 
to partake in the life 
of her children and 
ſnd answers to the 
many social issues 

churning in their 
lives.”
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be geared towards improving the spiri-
tual maturity of her members rather 
than growing the numbers. Let us not 
forget that quality will bring quantity.

We need to know that the growth 
of our church will be a result of divine/
human cooperation. God does not 
work for us, but through us. He expects 
that we remain loyal to Him and be 
fruitful. Listen to what Jesus says to his 
disciples in the Gospel of John: “You 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen you. 
I have appointed you to go and produce 
fruit that will last, so that whatever you 
ask the Father in my name, he will give it to 
you. I am giving you these commandments 
so that you may love one another” (John 
15:16).

The church is Christ’s church, not 
ours. He founded His church, He shed 
His blood for His church. As the found-
er of the church He had already set the 
course of the church and laid down her 
goals which cannot be altered. It is our 
duty to comprehend those goals and 
execute them. Throughout the years 
our modus operandi may change but 
never the goals.

It is my observation that at pres-
ent our churches are spiritually in 
decline. Parishioners come to church 
but fail to form the church. The social 
halls of the church are ſlled to capacity 
after church, but the sanctuary remains 
empty throughout most of the Liturgy. 
And the church leadership is involved 
in all kinds of fundraising projects in 
order to secure the physical survival of 
the church.

Therefore, I believe that the spiri-
tual revival of the Armenian Church is 
imperative. We need to be engaged in 
re-evangelizing our churches. Re-evan-
gelizing those who are in the pews and 
those who are outside of the church.

In our daily routine, I am afraid to 
a certain extent we have lost the true 
meaning of the church and our respon-
sibilities as church members.

What is a church?
Christ called the church His 

church and promised to be present in 
faith based churches forever. “For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, there 
am I among them” (Matt. 18:20). With 
this in mind, before His Ascension our 
Lord commissioned His apostles to the 
world with the following directive: 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations” (Matt: 28:18-20). 
Therefore, we come to realize that the 
church of Christ is a delegated body 
which has the responsibility to teach to 
her members the laws of the kingdom 
of Christ and make them citizens of that 
kingdom. In other words the church is 
an entity consisting of people who have 
trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
savior and have agreed to carry out the 
responsibilities the scriptures have as-
signed to it.

The New Testament makes refer-
ence to four speciſc and rudimentary 
functions:

1. To meet regularly as a visible ex-
pression of the body of Christ will-
ing to minister to all believers and 
their families regardless of their 
age, race, nationality, economic 
status or culture, (Acts 2:42-46).

2. To be organized under spiritual 
leadership, (Acts 14:23).

3. To carry out basic assembly func-
tions of worship, prayer, teaching, 
fellowship, caring for the needy, 
(Acts 2:42-46).

4. To administer sacraments.
Obviously, in the New Testament 

whenever the word “church” is used it 
refers to the body of believers and not 
the building. In order to be qualiſed 
to be called a member of a church, a 
member needs to do one fundamental 
thing: Grow in his or her faith. St. Paul 
said to his Ephesian parishioners: “We 
are to grow up in every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ, from whom the whole 
body, joined and held together by every 
joint with which it is equipped, when each 
part is working properly, makes the body 
grow so that it builds itself up in love” 
(Eph. 4:16).

St. Paul’s teachings show us that 
members of a mature church exhibit 
these following six characteristics:

1. Devotion to one another.
2. Honor one another.
3. Be of the same mind with one 

another.
4. Accept one another.
5. Admonish one another.
6. Greet one another.

Church Leadership
Leadership is an essential con-

sideration in church growth. When 
we have the right people in the right 
positions—people who are qualiſed 

in character and who have a biblical 
outlook—churches will grow not only 
numerically but spiritually.

In the ſrst century when churches 
were established, spiritual leaders were 
appointed to lead these churches. These 
local spiritual leaders were to “manage 
and shepherd” God’s people.

It is important to underscore the 
point that the more authority a leader 
has, the more he is to be a servant. 
Leadership in Jesus’ book is never 
about prestige, but an opportunity to 
serve. “But whoever would be great among 
you must be your servant…even as the Son 
of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many,” 
(Matthew 20:27-28).

Two fundamental things are re-
quired of a church leader—faith and 
the desire to serve. How can you serve 
an institution when you do not believe 
in its mission and the ideals of the 
founder? There is no such thing as, “I 
don’t believe in Jesus, but I like to serve 
my church.” This does not ƀy. “Failure” 
is written all over this kind of leader. In 
biblical terms a true leader stands on 
“rock” and not on “sand.”

A church leader must have the 
desire to serve. Leaders must look at 
their parishes with the eyes of Jesus 
and put their hearts and souls into their 
service.

Let us pray that God blesses all our 
church leaders in whatever position 
they hold—clergyman, BOT members, 
NRA delegates, Sunday School staff, 
choir member, Ladies Guild or Men’s 
Club members. May He endow them 
with abundant faith and light in their 
hearts the ſre of service and dedica-
tion.       †

“Leadership is an essential 
consideration in church 

growth. When we have the 
right people in the right 
positions—people who 

are qualiſed in character 
and who have a biblical 
outlook—churches will 

grow not only numerically 
but spiritually.”
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On June 4, 2006, V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, was 
ordained to the rank of Bishop by His Holiness Aram 
I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, in the Ca-

thedral of St. Gregory the Illuminator in Antelias, Lebanon.
Also receiving the ordination to the episcopate on this 

occasion were V. Rev. Fr. Papken Charian, Prelate of the Dio-
cese of Isfahan), and V. Rev. Fr. Neshan Topouzian, Primate 
of the Diocese of Tabriz.

Calling Service and Oath Signing
In accordance with the rites of the Armenian Church, 

the calling service took place in the Cathedral on the evening 
of June 3 in the presence of His Holiness. Recommendations 
were read from the Executive Councils of each corresponding 
diocese asking the Pontiff to ordain the three candidates as 
bishops.

Various ranks of spiritual servants of the Armenian 
Church, including acolytes, sub-deacons, deacons, priests 
and bishops came up to His Holiness. The Pontiff then read 
prayers as a testimony to the true faith. The candidates then 
acknowledged the true faith according to the doctrine of the 
Orthodox Church.

The candidates, on their knees, recited their oath, pub-
licly pledging loyalty to the Catholicosate of Cilicia, obedi-
ence to the Pontiff and their readiness to serve the Armenian 
church and nation.

Ordination and Consecration
The ordination ceremony took place the following day. 

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the Eastern Prel-
acy of the United States, and Archbishop Sebouh Sarkissian, 
Prelate of the Diocese of Tehran, participated in the service 
alongside the Catholicos. Assisting on the altar was Bishop 
Khoren Doghramajian, Prelate of Greece.

The Pontiff consecrated the foreheads and right thumbs 
of the three candidates with Holy Chrism and gave them their 
ring and staff—symbols of their new higher ofſce.

The Catholicos then delivered his sermon, noting that 
by assuming the responsibility to serve the people, the newly 
ordained bishops will become the servants of the Catholico-
sate of Cilicia’s mission, showing commitment towards all 
the tasks expected of them. He stressed the importance of 
keeping the oath to remain loyal to the traditions and laws of 
the Armenian Church, as well as the principles of the Catholi-
cosate of Cilicia.

Addressing the newly ordained bishops, His Holiness 
said: “The prayers of the ordination had one outlook: the oath 
and loyalty to it. The oaths of humbleness, integrity, holiness 
and obedience were mentioned there. Today, once again you 
pledged to be obedient to God above anything else and not 
to humans and their interests. To pledge and vow also mean 
to be accountable to God and to have not ourselves in front 

of us, but God and our service. We are not in need of num-
bers, but spirituals who would be loyal to their pledges, who 
would work for the achievement of God’s plan and not their 
personal agendas. As such, you will bring the people close to 
God and God closer to the people through your service and 
God-centered life.”

Ordinations in Antelias

Prelacy’s Vicar General and Two Other Candidates
Receive Episcopal Ordination in Antelias

Very Rev. Fathers Neshan, Papken and Anoushavan in the last hours 
before their episcopal consecration.

His Holiness Aram I anoints Very Rev Fr. Anoushavan with Holy Chrism 
during the consecration ceremony.



26

Outreach October/November 2006

27

The Episcopal ordination of 
Bishop Anoushavan was celebrat-
ed on Sunday, October 1, at the 
Terrace on the Park in New York, 
with the attendance of nearly 300 
parishioners and friends from the 
mid-atlantic area, under the aus-
pices of the Prelate, His Eminence 
Archbishop Oshagan. 

Prior to the gala banquet, 
Bishop Anoushavan celebrated the 
Divine Liturgy at St. Sarkis Church 
in Douglaston, New York, a parish 
he served as pastor for more than 
a decade. Professor Hratch Za-
doian, Vice Chairman emeritus of 
Queens College served as the mas-
ter of ceremonies. Rev. Fr. Nerses 
Manoogian, pastor of St. Gregory 
Church in Philadelphia, and a 
classmate of Bishop Anoushavan, 
delivered the keynote address. A 
short video of the highlights of the 
Episcopal consecration in Antelias 
was shown. For full details about 
the celebration and photographs 
go to the Prelacy’s web page 
www.armenianprelacy.org and 
click on “What’s New.”            †

During the Voghtchouyn (Kiss of 
Peace), members of the Brotherhood 
and other clergymen came up to the al-
tar to congratulate the newly ordained 
bishops. A large number of the faithful 
from the Eastern Prelacy of the United 
States, Isfahan, Tabriz, and Lebanon 
expressed their love and respect to the 
Pontiff after the ordination service. The 
Faithful then received the ſrst bless-
ings from the new bishops.    †

A scene from the ordination ceremony in the Cathedral of St. Gregory the Illuminator, Antelias, Lebanon.

The newly ordained bishop with His Holiness Aram I, Archbishop Oshagan, and Bishop Anousha-
van’s godparents, Dr. Dertad and Mrs. Seta Manguikian.

See Page 22 For Details
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The Christian faith is at the heart 
of the Armenian identity. Our 
history and culture have been 

inextricably linked with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, making for a civilization 
celebrated for its creativity, construc-
tiveness and humanism.

Today, as Armenian communities 
in America strive to sustain an aware-
ness of who we are and where we come 
from, it is imperative to instill a solid 
Christian consciousness in our youth. 
In an era when traditional values are 
at risk of being eroded, we believe in 
helping shape a generation that prides 
itself on its cultural and religious roots 
in equal measure. It is about prepar-
ing exemplary, compassionate citizens 
who draw strength from their ethnic 
heritage on the one hand, and Christian 
values on the other.

This is why the Eastern Prelacy 
dedicates considerable resources to 
fostering the Christian faith among the 
Armenian family as a whole. Leading 
the effort is an essential Prelacy depart-
ment, the Armenian Religious Educa-
tion Council (AREC), whose mission 
is implemented through a plethora of 
programs for the youth and adults.

Seventeen centuries after the ofſ-
cial adoption of Christianity by our na-
tion, Armenian communities in North 
America are on a path that upholds 
the twin legacies of spiritual devotion 
and cultural excellence. It is a path that 
requires our collective vigilance and 
energies, since the very vitality of our 
future generations is at stake. 

The following are some of the pro-
grams that AREC has developed.

St. Gregory of Datev Institute 
Summer Christian Studies

The Datev program, which this 
year completed its 20th year, is a week-
long summer program for junior and 
senior high age students, who join 
together to share in worship, learning 
and fellowship. Promoting healthy 
minds in healthy bodies, the Institute 
provides a faith-based four-year pro-
gram of studies, under the direction of 
Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian. Many 

of the teens who complete the program 
return for postgraduate classes, attest-
ing to the intellectual and spiritual 
appeal of the Datev Institute. [See ac-
companying two stories about this year’s 
Datev program and the 20th anniversary 
celebration—Editor].

Youth Panel Discussions
Given the myriad challenges of 

modern life faced by our youth, it is 
extremely important to provide them 
with a forum where they can voice 
their concerns, share experiences, and 
receive guidance. AREC offers such a 
forum through occasional youth focus 
groups and youth panel discussions. 
These dialogues are of signiſcant im-
portance because they lead to better 
youth participation in community life 
and promote youth leadership.

Lenten Lecture Series
The Lenten Lecture series, co-

sponsored by AREC and the Prelacy 
Ladies Guild, is a six-week educa-
tional course held during Great Lent. 
With speciſc themes relating to the 
Armenian Church, the program offers 
a broad religious experience includ-
ing the traditional Hsgoom service 
and presentations made by clergy and 
church scholars. This is followed by a 
question and answer period, which are 
lively and informative. 

National Conference for 
Christian Educators

As our Sunday schools continue to 
be an important—and often the only—
source of Armenian Christian educa-
tion in many communities, AREC is 
committed to maintaining a highly 
qualiſed cadre of Sunday school teach-
ers. To this end, AREC focuses on on-
going teacher training with seminars, 
workshops, and conferences.

The yearly conferences seek to 
impart religious information and elu-
cidate theological concepts; strengthen 
pedagogical skills, and create a forum 
for Sunday school teachers to network 
and exchange teaching ideas and re-
sources. The conferences feature pre-

sentations by specialists, Bible studies 
and workshops.

The director of AREC also con-
ducts local Sunday school workshops 
and seminars when requested by the 
parishes.

Bible Studies
AREC conducts Bible study classes 

on a regular basis at the Prelacy ofſces 
in New York and is also prepared to as-
sist parishes in establishing Bible stud-
ies on a local basis.

The current Bible study series at 
the Prelacy, which began on October 
2, is focusing on the Letter to the He-
brews.

Publications
The Prelacy’s Christian Education 

Department occasionally publishes rel-
evant booklets. The latest such project 
is a series of booklets, written by the 
well-known and respected theologian 
Professor Vigen Guroian, on Christian 
ethics. The target audience for this 
series of booklets will be adults and 
young adults of high school and col-
lege age. The booklets will tackle such 
issues as: What makes Orthodox Chris-
tian Ethics Christian?; Marriage and 
Divorce; Procreation and Reproductive 
Technology; Abortion, Genetic Screen-
ing and Genetic  Technology; Suicide 
and Euthanasia; Homosexuality; Organ 
Donation and Cremation.

The ſrst booklet, “Homosexuality 
and Same-Sex Union,” has been writ-
ten and is currently in production. It 
is hoped that the entire series will be 
completed within the next two years.

AREC and You
AREC’s mission is to work hand-

in-hand with pastors and local lead-
ership to advance and enhance local 
religious educational programs, for the 
community at large and for those who 
work with children and youth.

For information about any AREC 
program contact the director, Dn. Shant 
Kazanjian, arec@armenianprelacy.org 
or 212-689-7810.      †

The Armenian Religious Education Council:

Keeping Our Heritage Alive

mailto:arec@armenianprelacy.org
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“I have attended Datev for the past four summers and 
I must confess that it was probably the highlight of 
each of those summers,” said Garineh Panosian, a 

2006 graduate of the Datev Institute. That is just one of many 
observations and personal testimonials that have come forth 
from students who have attended the Datev Institute during 
the past 20 years.

This summer, seventy-one students (between ages 13 to 
18) from thirteen parishes, and ten clergymen, gathered at 
the St. Mary of Providence Center in Elverson, Pennsylvania, 
July 2 to 9, for the 20th annual St. Gregory of Datev Institute 
Armenian Christian Studies Program, under the directorship 
of His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General 
of the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of 
America.

In appreciation of the twenty years of Datev a celebration 
took place on Saturday evening July 8, at the Holiday Inn, not 
far from the St. Mary of Providence Center where the Datev 
Institute’s summer program takes place each year. Attending 
were current and former Datevatzis. (See details of this event in 
separate accompanying story.) 

Sponsored by the Armenian Religious Education Coun-

cil (AREC) of the Prelacy, the Datev Institute offers an oppor-
tunity for the youth to enrich their Armenian Christian faith 
in a wholesome and nurturing environment. Worship, Chris-
tian education and fellowship are the three main components 
of the weeklong program, with daily Arevakal (Sunrise) and 
Husgoom (Rest/Compline hour) services, six hours of interac-
tive classes, panel discussions and Bible studies, as well as 
recreational and communal activities. In addition, this year a 
special workshop was conducted for altar servers.

The Institute is a four-year program (one week each sum-
mer) for youth. Those who complete the four-year program 
may return for postgraduate classes. All ſve levels of study 
take place concurrently. The overall curriculum exposes the 
participants to Armenian Christian essentials, from Bible and 
creeds, sacraments and sacred chants, feasts and saints, com-
munal worship and personal prayer, and ways to live today 
in faithful obedience to the mandate of the Gospel of Christ.

The program began on Sunday evening, July 2, with a 
prayer by His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, followed 
by orientation led by Deacon Shant Kazanjian, director of 
AREC. After presenting the preliminaries, Dn. Shant stressed 
that “Datev is not just another youth program; to be sure, it is 

2006 St. Gregory of Datev Institute Summer Program

71 Students Gather for a Week of Learning and Fun

2006 Datev Institute students and faculty.
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a youth program, but with gospel in it. The Gospel of Christ is 
the essential ingredient that makes Datev what it is. This gos-
pel, as proclaimed and celebrated by the Armenian Apostolic 
Church throughout the centuries, has shaped and formed our 
distinctive Armenian Christian character.”

The Faculty
The roster of instructors this year included Bishop 

Anoushavan Tanielian, V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, V. Rev. 
Fr. Daniel Garabedian, Rev. Fr. Khoren Habeshian, Rev. Fr. 
Antranig Baljian, Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian, Rev. Fr. Sarkis 
Aktavoukian, Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Dn. Nishan Baljian, Dn. 
Arsen Mekaelian, and Ms. Jeanette Nazarian.

Guest lecturer, Rev. Fr. Paul Tarazi, Ph.D., Professor of 
Biblical Studies and Biblical Languages at St. Vladimir’s Or-
thodox Theological Seminary, taught the upper level students 
a 4-hour mini course on the Letter of James. Fr. Tarazi also 
held a three-hour session on the same letter with the clergy-
instructors of the Institute.

20th Anniversary
On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Datev In-

stitute, a seminar entitled, “Youth, Faith and Life” took place 
on Saturday, July 8, which attracted over 25 Datevatzis. The 
seminar was led by Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, pastor of St. 
Stephen Armenian Church, Watertown, Massachusetts, and 
V. Rev. Fr. Paul Tarazi.

Hagop Kouyoumdjian served as the honorary chair-
man of the 20th anniversary and chairman of the fund raising 
committee. Mr. Kouyoumdjian and his wife, Ica, have been 
supporters of the Prelacy and especially Christian education 
for more than two decades. His eagerness to help celebrate 
twenty years of Datev provided the inspiration for others to 

follow and support the future growth of this program for the 
youth. [See accompanying story about the 20th anniversary ban-
quet—Editor]

The weeklong program came to a close on Sunday, July 
9, with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy at St. Gregory the 
Illuminator Church in Philadelphia, ofſciated by the Prelate, 
His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, followed by a 
farewell picnic, graciously provided by Mrs. Asdghig Kaza-
njian, the owner of Armenian Delight in Broomall, Pennsyl-
vania. In his homily, which focused on prayer, His Eminence 
said, “Praying together is our Christian obligation and goal. 
This for us is not negotiable, because it is the teaching of the 
Scriptures. When we pray together, we gather in one place 
as one body. That coming together in the name of Christ 
strengthens our faith and builds us up as a community of 
faith. As a Datevatzi you have learned these things, and it is 

Datev 2006 instructors, bottom row, l to r: Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian, Rev. 
Fr. Antranig Baljian, H.G. Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Rev. Fr. Khoren 
Habeshian, Ms. Jeanette Nazarian. Top row, l to r: Dn. Shant Kazanjian, 
Dn. Arsen Mekeaelian, V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Garabedian, Rev. Fr. Sarkis 
Aktavoukian. Not in photo: V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian and Dn. Nishan 
Baljian.

Rev. Fr. Paul Tarazi, Ph.D., Professor of Biblical Studies and Biblical 
Languages at St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, is a popular 
guest lecturer.

2006 Datev graduates, bottom row, l to r: Alan Minoyan, Ari Dikran 
Nalbandian, Gregor Gregorian, Rafſ Rachdouni. Top row, l to r: Nora 
Palandjian, Katrina Selverian, Talene Yeremian, Sara Selverian, Garineh 
Panosian.



30

Outreach October/November 2006

31

your Armenian Christian duty to go back to your parish and 
take an active role in the communal worship there in order 
that you may continue to grow in your faith and contribute to 
the building up of your parish community.”

Ari Nalbandian, a 2006 graduate offered this inspiring 
personal observation of Datev: “I have been attending the 
Datev Institute since my ſrst year in 2003, but it was not un-
til my fourth year that I truly began to understand its pur-
pose. I now realize that it is more than just a “bible camp” 
or a religious retreat. The one lecture that truly spoke to me 
was Der Antranig’s July 4th lecture about freedom. He ex-
plained the concepts of servitude and freedom in a way that 
was revolutionary to me, and probably all the Datevatzis in 
that room. Servitude and obedience to God is true freedom, 
the freedom from sin, which I am now trying to apply to my 
daily life. Thank you Datev and Der Antranig for giving me 
a new Christian outlook on my life.”

And second year student, Arpi Shetilian, had this to say: 
“I love Datev more than I could ever imagine. It’s the great-

est place to meet the best people and to make great lifelong 
friends. Just in these past two years that I attended Datev, it 
gave me a whole new perspective about God and religion.”

Words of Appreciation
A program of this scope is possible only through the col-

laborative efforts of AREC and parishes, parents, volunteer 
workers, and a number of organizations and individuals. The 
Institute thanks the instructors for their labor of love and the 
parents for entrusting their children to the Institute for a week 
of spiritual formation. The Institute would also like to express 
its gratitude to the following for their invaluable services as 
supervisors and counselors: Dn. Bedros Kalajian, Dn. Dr. 
Arsen Mekaelian, Mrs. Lena Aslanian, Ms. Barbara Baljian, 
Ms. Mary Gulmezian, Mr. James Haddad, Mr. Arek Hama-
lian, Ms. Taleen Kupelian, Mr. Nazareth Markarian, Mrs. 
Martha Mekaelian, Ms. Martha Mekaelian, Jr., Mr. Mikhail 
Mekaelian, and Ms. Jeanette Nazarian. Many thanks to those 
parishes that subsidized a portion of the expenses by provid-
ing scholarships.

The Institute extends its appreciation to the Pashalian 
Family Education Fund for the donation of $2,000. The In-
stitute also thanks the Prelacy Ladies Guild (PLG) and the 
National Association of Ladies’ Guilds (NALG) for their 
generous support.

Gregor Gregorian, a 2006 Datev graduate, categorized 
his experience with these words, “Datev was an amazing 
experience for me. It helped me to understand more about 
the Armenian Church and learn more about the services 
and worships such as the Badarak. Another great aspect 
about Datev is that it is strict about its educational pro-
gram…. I have also learned how to speak more Armenian 
which is good because I would eventually like to speak and 
understand the language ƀuently. Overall, Datev is a great 
experience for anyone who wants to learn more about the 
Armenian Church, history, language, and make new or see 
old friends.”               †

Friendships that last a lifetime begin at Datev.

Varied recreational activities are a regular part of the daily schedule.

A choir of Datevatzis sing during the Divine Liturgy on the ſnal day of the 
program.
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It all started more than twenty years 
ago thanks to a visionary Arch-
bishop and a nucleus of dedicated 

priests. It evolved through the years 
and adapted to the needs of the Arme-
nian American community, and this 
year the St. Gregory of Datev Institute 
commemorated a milestone with the 
celebration of the 20th anniversary of 
what now is a popular youth-oriented 
summer program. 

Under the auspices of His Emi-
nence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, 
Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church of America, a banquet to mark 
the two decades of Datev took place on 
July 8 at the Holiday Inn in Morgan-
town, Pennsylvania, nearby the retreat 
center where the Institute holds its 
summer sessions each year. The Datev 
Institute is sponsored by the Eastern 
Prelacy’s Armenian Religious Educa-
tion Council (AREC).

Securing the Future
Mr. Hagop Kouyoumdjian served 

as the honorary chairman of the 20th an-
niversary commemoration and chair-
man of the fundraising committee. 
Mr. Kouyoumdjian and his wife Ica, 
dedicated supporters of the Armenian 
Church, are especially devoted to youth 
programs. Mr. Kouyoumdjian’s efforts 
on behalf of Datev made possible the 
establishment of an endowment fund 
speciſcally for Datev. It is the hope of 
the Prelacy that this fund will continue 
to grow ensuring the future continuity 
of the Datev program. 

The gala celebration was attended 
by the seventy Datev students who 
attended this year’s program, along 
with many alumni, clergy, and friends 
throughout the eastern region of the 
United States and Canada. The master 
of ceremonies for the evening was the 
director of the Institute and Vicar of the 
Prelacy, His Grace Bishop Anoushavan 
Tanielian, who had just returned from 
Lebanon where he received his Epis-
copal consecration by His Holiness 
Aram I. 

Jeanette Nazarian, chair of the pro-

gram committee, welcomed the guests. 
As the ſrst female student to attend the 
Institute, she provided background and 
insight into what makes this program 
so special for the Armenian American 
community. “The Institute has pro-
vided Armenian American youth with 
not only a stellar education in Christian 
faith, but also a friendly environment 

in which to grow and nurture relation-
ships that last a lifetime,” she said.

In his remarks, Bishop Anousha-
van provided a brief history of the 
Institute and thanked all those who 
contributed to its success. He noted: 
“The Institute was established in 1987 
by His Eminence Archbishop Mes-
rob Ashjian, of blessed memory, as a 
training program for altar servers. In 
1990, the Institute opened its doors to 
female participants, particularly those 
involved in the various ministries of 
the church. Within a few years, in an ef-
fort to meet the spiritual needs of vari-
ous segments of our communities, the 
Institute accepted all youth interested 
in learning more about the Armenian 
Christian faith. By the mid-1990s, the 
Datev Institute modiſed its goals and 
objectives, and evolved into a full-
ƀedged youth-oriented program. With 
the election of a new Prelate in 1998 this 
impetus continued and we are proud 
to say that under the leadership of our 
Prelate Archbishop Oshagan, the Datev 
program is one of the most successful 
programs of the Eastern Prelacy.”

Spreading the News of Datev
The history of Datev was told in 

words and images through a 20th an-
niversary booklet written and designed 
by Melissa Selverian, and an audiovi-
sual presentation prepared by Datev 
alumnus Mikhail Mekaelian. Inter-
spersed in the 32-page booklet amongst 
the text and photos were “Spotlights 
on a Datevatzi,” bringing to life the 
thoughts of graduates of the program. 
Looking through the booklet one gets a 
good sense not only of Datev’s past, but 
its bright future as well. The booklet 
was distributed to everyone attending 
the celebration, and sent to all donors 
and friends of Datev.

The audiovisual presentation 
provided everyone a delightful retro-
spective on the past twenty years of 
the program. The audience—especially 
all of the Datevatzis—looked on as the 
fond memories of the great friendships 

20 Years of Datev Celebrated

Bringing Together Past and Present Students

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan offers his 
message during the 20th anniversary banquet.

Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Director of 
the Datev program, served as the Master of 
Ceremonies.
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forged, and positive experiences with 
students and instructors were recalled. 
Two of those instructors—Haroutiun 
Misserlian and Rev. Fr. Antranig Balji-
an—spoke about the memories they 
cherished. Two Datev alumni, Dn. Jack 
Karakelian (class of 1991) and Ms. Mary 
Gulmezian (class of 2004), reƀected on 
their experiences and what the Institute 
has meant for them.

The musical portion of the evening 
included hymns by a choir of Datev 
students under the direction of Dn. 
Nishan Baljian, and a violin interlude 
by a current Datevatzi, the talented 
Arpi Shetilian.

Following the various presenta-
tions, Archbishop Choloyan spoke to 
the youth. Directing his words to them, 
His Eminence spoke about the impor-
tance of communicating their newly 
acquired knowledge to their respective 
communities. He encouraged all to 
return to their communities with new 
motivation to participate in the life of 
the church.

“Amongst all of the programs of 
the Eastern Prelacy,” His Eminence 
said, “the Datev Institute has a unique 

position and role. The Institute is where 
our young generation receives its vital 
instruction in language, religion, lit-
urgy, and history—all of which aug-
ments the attentive participation of our 
younger generation in the life of our 
church and nation. The Datev Institute 
deserves everyone’s wholehearted sup-
port. We are conſdent that in the future 
the roots of Datev’s mission will be fur-
ther strengthened in its fertile soil.”

Before concluding, His Emi-

nence expressed his thanks to Bishop 
Anoushavan, the director of Datev, to 
the guest lecturers and faculty, espe-
cially Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Director 
of the Prelacy’s Armenian Religious 
Education Council (AREC), and the 
many volunteers. “We pray that the 
protective arm of Almighty God will 
stretch over and protect the Institute, 
the administration, the teachers and 
students so that through their service 
to our Lord they will enjoy the grace 
and happiness of the spiritual growth 
of our people,” said the Prelate.

Evening entertainment was pro-
vided by the wonderful sound of the 
Aravod Band, which includes several 
Datev alumni. The popular musicians 
donated their services as a token of 
their esteem for the Datev program. 

Current and former students cel-
ebrated the 20th anniversary of Datev 
with renewed resolve to give the Datev 
program the support that it richly de-
serves.       †

Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian and Haroutune Misserlian share their experiences as part of the teaching 
staff.

Arpi Shetelian, a student at the Datev Institute, 
entertains the banquet attendees.

Current and former Datevatzis enjoying the gala celebration.
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I just returned from Porto Alegre, Brazil, where the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) had its 9th Assembly. The 
gathering of four thousand people (delegates, advisors, 

guests and journalists) was a landmark event in world Chris-
tendom. Through prayer, celebration, reporting, discussion 
and decisions, the Assembly set a new process in the life and 
witness of the WCC. I am sure that church historians, theolo-
gians, ecumenists and journalists will make a critical assess-
ment of the Assembly. At a later stage, I would like to make 
my own evaluation of this event by identifying its challenges 
and vision for the future of the ecumenical movement.

With this fourth dialogue with the youth of the Arme-
nian Church, I want to share some information and my per-
spectives pertaining to the presence of youth delegates and 
their participation in the Assembly and discuss with you my 
expectations from our youth.

In my report to the Assembly, I challenged the youth to 
make the Assembly a “Youth Assembly,” not only by their 
strong presence but also by seeking the most efſcient ways of 
making an impact. Further, I emphasized the crucial impor-
tance of the role that youth are impelled to play in the ecu-
menical movement, and called them to become the pioneers 
of a new ecumenical order, as well as the avant-garde of a 
new ecumenical future.

The response of the youth was positive. In fact, their 
commitment, participation and forward-looking vision per-
meated all aspects of the Assembly. In my dialogue with the 
youth, I reminded them that the dignity of service and not 
the arrogance of power must guide us, that we must look for 
substance and not for position, and we must be after quality 
and not after visibility.

This is what I have learned in this worldwide ecumeni-
cal movement and in my ministry. This is what I expect from 
our youth.

Now that the “Youth Assembly” is over, how can the 
youth make it an “Assembly for Youth” by translating its rec-
ommendations and vision into action-oriented process in the 
life of their churches and the ecumenical movement at large? 
This is the real challenge. I hope that the youth will take this 
challenge courageously and responsibly.

I am very pleased to see the young delegates of our 
church actively and seriously involved in all spheres of the 
life and work of the Assembly. The intervention particularly 
of our two young women delegates from Los Angeles and 
Boston in the plenary sessions made me proud. They re-
minded me of my ſrst intervention as a young delegate at the 
5th Assembly, in Nairobi, in 1975. The contribution, the zeal 
and the seriousness of our youth give me hope for the future 
of the ecumenical movement and the active ecumenical role 
of our church.

With this strong conviction and forward-looking per-
spective, I want to underscore a few points:

1. Those who are taking part in the ecumenical move-
ment are not necessarily clergy or theologians. They 
come from different walks of life and with different 
experiences. This diversity of age, gender and expertise 
constitutes one of the rich expressions of the ecumeni-
cal movement. Yet, for these people, basic information 
about Bible, church history, the confessional commu-
nions and church families, etc., is vitally important. This 
background information will signiſcantly enhance the 
intellectual and spiritual dialogue between people, who 
come from different churches and from different parts of 
the world, seeking the unity of the church and a common 
Christian witness.

2. For our youth, who want to engage in the ecumenical 
activities, the knowledge of the Armenian Church is es-
sential. I say this because I know the limited scope of the 
information that our youth have about their church, its 
history and theology, liturgy and spirituality. Represent-
ing a church means representing its doctrinal positions, 
theological teachings, moral principles and spiritual 
values. The ecumenical movement is a space where not 
only people but also values, traditions, experiences come 
together and engage in creative and mutually enriching 
dialogue.

3. The ecumenical formation of our youth must become a 
continuous process. By ecumenical formation I do not 
mean only accumulation of information on ecumenical 
history, agenda, goals, priorities and structures, etc. By 
ecumenical formation I basically understand: a process 
whereby through the acquisition of knowledge a person 
is transformed and learns to look beyond the narrow 
boundaries of a particular church, to open up to other 
churches, to different contexts and traditions, and to look 
at realities, issues and concerns in a broader context. 
Hence, ecumenical formation is a learning process.

4. Knowledge and formation are not enough if they are not 
under girded by ſrm commitment. Fully equipped with 
the necessary tools, our youth must become active par-
ticipants in the ecumenical movement. Ecumenism deals 
with vision. It has clear goals. Being ecumenical means 
being engaged in a faith-sustained and vision-driven life. 
Being ecumenical means being involved in struggle for 
the visible unity of the church and for the promotion of 
Gospel values.

5. Finally, ecumenism is a sort of school, where one always 
remains a student and never becomes a graduate, where 
one knows what and how to give and what and how to 
receive, when and how to talk and when and how to 
remain silent. Indeed, quality, commitment and vision 
count more in ecumenism than any other thing.

I invite the Armenian youth to engage in ecumenical life with 
this spirit, openness and vision.             †

Catholicos Aram I concluded his 15-year tenure as Moderator of the 
World Council of Churches at the 9th Assembly which took place in 
February. He has been an active participant in the worldwide ecu-
menical movement since his youth.

Dialogue with the Youth

WCC 9th Assembly:
An Assembly of the Youth and 
for the Youth

by Aram I
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia
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While we paced back and 
forth in the warm sunshine 
of a Brazilian afternoon, His 

Holiness Aram I summarized for me 
the guiding principles behind Christian 
ecumenism: 1) Biblical unity is a gift 
from God, but that unity is broken 
because of the sinfulness of man; 2) 
There is a tension in our existential 
reality between God-given unity and 
the truth of our disunity; 3) Unity starts 
at the local level—as churches realize 
their interdependence, their disunity 
will be felt more acutely. 

I had set aside the copy of St. 
Gregory of Nyssa’s “On the Soul and 
Resurrection” that I had been reading 
as a theology assignment before 
Vehapar called me over, and gladly so: 
what was the point of reading theology 
from a book when the wisdom of the 
countless books and articles written 
by His Holiness on ecumenism was 
being summarized for me so skillfully 
by the author himself? There he was, 
this man who has been a key player 
in the world ecumenical movement 
for decades, sharing the pearls of his 
experience with me face to face, his 
eyes intense with the passion of lifelong 
commitment.

When I ſrst arrived at the 9th 
Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) in Porto Alegre, Brazil, 
I was skeptical about ecumenism. The 
very word “ecumenism,” derived from 
the Greek oikos meaning “household,” 
seemed overly ambitious. While I 
understood that Christian unity is a 
biblical imperative, based on passages 
such as John 17:20-26 and Ephesians 4:
1-16, I felt less than hopeful about the 
prospect of churches achieving that 
reality. Did we the representatives of 
diverse churches really think we were 
going to make cooperative progress 
after hundreds of years of history to the 
contrary? But as I learned ſrst-hand 
from the leaders of the ecumenical 
movement, including Vehapar, I began 
to see what strides we might make, 
by the grace of God, toward a united 
Christian Church. For example, setting 
a common date for Easter, which 

Vehapar, as the Moderator of the 
WCC, called for in his opening address, 
could be a prime act of Christian unity. 
Likewise, creating a common Christian 
response to social issues like poverty 
and United Nations reform, a task 
toward which the Assembly devoted 
much of its time, is an act of Christian 
unity. (You can read the various 
topical statements of the Assembly, as 
well as Vehapar’s addresses online at 
www.wcc-assembly.info.) 

However, any ecumenical 
progress can happen only by the grace 
of God.  Grace was central to the theme 
of the WCC 9th Assembly, “God in 
Your Grace, Transform the World.” 
And grace is central to the hope of the 
Christian church. “Grace is the core 
of God’s revelation,” Vehapar said in 
his opening report. “It appears in the 
Bible with multi-faceted meanings 
and manifold implications.” The 
implications of God’s grace, to me, 
are summarized in one key word: 
reconciliation. Paul writes to the 
Corinthians, “Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has gone, the new has come! All 
this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: that God 
was reconciling the world to himself 
in Christ, not counting men’s sins 
against them. And he has committed 
to us the message of reconciliation. We 
are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s 
behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made 
him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.” (2 Cor. 5:18). 
The proclamation of the reconciling 
work of God through Christ, a task 
Jesus himself gave to the Church (Matt. 
28:18-20), can only be carried out by a 
Church that is reconciled within itself 
or at least works together. The WCC 
knows this well.

Founded in 1948, the WCC is 
comprised of 350 member churches, 
including the Orthodox churches and 
various Protestant denominations 

from the Mainline, Pentecostal and 
Evangelical branches. Efforts are 
being made toward Catholic Church 
membership in the WCC and the 
Vatican sends an advisory delegation 
to each Assembly. The Catholicosate 
of Cilicia became a member of the 
WCC in 1962, participating for the ſrst 
time at the 5th Assembly in Upsaala, 
Sweden in 1968. The WCC is staffed 
by full-time employees who work 
year round on issues of Christian 
unity as regards society, theology, 
and church practice. Every seven to 
eight years, representatives of the 
WCC member churches gather for a 
General Assembly such as the one that 
I recently attended.

The work of the WCC is multi-
faceted. Yet among the many facets, 
there are two primary faces: the one 
that looks toward establishing a 
common ground between the churches 
(organic unity), and the one that looks 
outward and speaks to society, not only 
by word but by deed (functional unity). 
In both faces we see the permeating 
idea of reconciliation. The latter is 
perhaps the most tangible for the local 
community, and leads to the former. 
When a group of local churches joins 
together, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit, to start a food drive or refurbish 
a playground or campaign for human 
rights, we achieve unity. This is the 
ecumenism of cooperative action, and 
it should be built into the consciousness 
of the various churches, including the 
Armenian Church. As we have said, 

Encountering Ecumenism:

A Young Woman’s Experience as a Delegate to the
9th Assembly of the World Council of Churches

by Nayiri D. Baljian

Nayiri Baljian is currently pursuing her 
Master’s degree at Gordon-Conwell Theo-
logical Seminary in South Hamilton, Mas-
sachusetts, where she is studying Religion 
with a concentration in Christian Educa-
tion. She is employed in project manage-
ment at Cubist Pharmaceuticals in Lexing-
ton, Massachusetts. Nayiri proudly serves 
the Armenian Church as a Sunday School 
teacher and leads a young adult Bible Study 
at her home parish of St. Stephen’s in Wa-
tertown, Massachusetts. A more detailed 
version of this article is on the Prelacy 
website, www.armenianprelacy.org.
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if the Christian churches are going to 
fulſll their calling to minister to the 
needs of a broken world, we cannot 
accomplish it in isolation from one 
another.

Furthermore, the work of 
Christian unity must span the 
generations. Old and young together 
must be engaged in the ministry of 
reconciliation that St. Paul describes. 
The 9th Assembly of the WCC was 
proclaimed a “Youth Assembly.” 
Among the 12 representatives of the 
Great House of Cilicia were ſve youth, 
three of whom were voting delegates. 
Each youth delegate from the Holy See 
played an active role in the Assembly. 
Very Rev. Housig Mardirossian, 
staff-bearer for His Holiness, was 
nominated for youth president while 
Vanna Kitsinian, Esq. and myself, both 
from the United States, addressed the 
plenary each on various occasions. I 
also had the privilege to co-lead an 
“Ecumenical Conversation,” a key 
component of the Assembly in which 
participants gathered in small groups 
over three days to discuss challenging 
issues regarding church unity and the 
ecumenical movement. In the month 
before the Assembly, I worked with 
a leadership team from around the 
world via email, to prepare texts and 
questions on the topic, “Challenges 
on the Way to Unity.” On day two of 
our “Ecumenical Conversation,” I led 
a reƀection on Ephesians 4, the text of 

which appears in the box below. From 
all accounts, the activities of the Cilician 
youth were heralded by many as a true 
representation of youth participation 
in the ecumenical movement. His 
Holiness Aram I, having encouraged 
his youth delegates to take an active 
part, said, “Youth must not simply be 
prepared for the future, but engaged 

for the present.” Vehapar himself ſrst 
participated in a WCC Assembly as a 
youth delegate and was the youngest 
WCC Moderator ever elected. 

“Alleluia O-o-or-ti.” The familiar 
sound of Armenian chanting rang 
through the WCC Assembly worship 
tent on another sunny Brazilian 
afternoon, this one a day or two before 
our departure. It was Hayr Housig, 
Vehapar’s staff-bearer (kavazanagir), 
singing the gospel for the day. 
For two weeks I had experienced 
worship from around the world, in 
many beautiful styles, but the sense 
of home I felt when I heard those 
familiar words was overwhelming. I 
questioned for a moment whether I 
had made any progress in appreciating 
ecumenism. However, I reminded 
myself that ecumenism is not a push 
to homogeneity. Rather, it is the hope 
that in Christ’s name, Christians from 
all walks of life will unite in their 
differences to address the concerns of 
the Church and of the world, both in 
need of God’s continual transformation. 
This transformation happens by the 
grace of God, and with the cooperation 
of his people, in unity with one and 
other. I appreciate the leadership of the 
WCC in the quest for Christian unity 
and pray that the vision for ecumenism 
will continue to thrive among the 
leadership of the Armenian Church as 
well.      †

Nayiri Baljian making a presentation on Ephesian, Chapter 4, at the WCC 9th Assembly in Brazil.

Youth delegates with Catholicos Aram I, (left to right) Maral Jouloyan, Narine Khosrovian, His Holi-
ness, Vanna Kitsinian, Esq., Nayiri Baljian and an unidentiſed delegate from the Armenian Evangeli-
cal Church in Iran.
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§²ßË³ñÑÁ µ»Ù ¿ »õ Ù³ñ¹ÇÏª ¹»ñ³Ï³ï³ñÝ»ñ¦, 
Áë³Í ¿ Þ¿ÛùëåÇñÁ£ ºõ áñù³¯Ý ×Çß¹£ 

²ßË³ñÑÁ ïÝï»ëáõÃ»³Ý Ã³ï»ñ³Ë³ÕÇ ÙÁ µ»ÙÝ ¿, áõñ 
²ëïáõ³Í ÏÁ Û³ÛïÝáõÇ áñå¿ë ï³Ýáõï¿ñ »õ Ù³ñ¹Ý ³Éª 
³Ýáñ ïÝï»ëÝ áõ Í³é³Ý£

îÝï»ë µ³éÁ, ÛáõÝ³ñ¿Ýáí ûÛ·áÝáÙáë, ÐÇÝ Îï³Ï³-
ñ³ÝÇ Ù¿ç ÏÁ Ýß³Ý³Ï¿ Ï³ñ·³õáñáÕ Ï³Ù í»ñ³Ï³óáõ£ 
Üáñ Îï³Ï³ñ³ÝÇ Ù¿ç ³É ÏÁ Ñ³Ý¹ÇåÇÝù ÝÙ³ÝûñÇÝ³Ï 
Ýß³Ý³ÏáõÃ»³Ý, »ñµ ûÛ·áÙáÝáëÁ ÏÁ Ã³ñ·Ù³ÝáõÇ áñ-
å¿ë í»ñ³ÑëÏÇã Ï³Ù Ù¿ÏÁ, áñáõÝ µ³Ý ÙÁ íëï³Ñáõ³Í 
¿£

²ëïáõÍáÛ »õ Ù³ñ¹ ³ñ³ñ³ÍÇÝ ÙÇç»õ Ï³Û³ó³Í 
Û³ñ³µ»ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí, í»ñçÇÝë Ññ³õÇñáõ³Í ¿ »ñÏñÇÝ 
ÇßË»Éáõ áñå¿ë ³é³çÇÝÇÝ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÁ£ àñå¿ë 
ùñÇëïáÝ»³Ý»ñ, ÏÁ Ñ³õ³ï³Ýù, áñ Ñ³Ï³é³Ï ã³ñÇÝ áõ 
Ù»ÕùÇÝ ·áÛáõÃ»³Ý, Ï³ñ»ÉÇ ¿ ³Ûë ³ßË³ñÑÁ ï³Ï³õÇÝ 
µ³ñÇ ÝÏ³ï»É, ù³ÝÇ áñ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍáõÃÇõÝÝ 
¿ »õ ²ëïáõ³Í »ñµ»ù ã¿° Ï³Ù»ó³Í ã³ñ µ³Ý ÙÁ ëï»Õ-
Í»É£

Ø»ñ ÏñûÝÁ Ù»�Ç ÏÁ ëáñí»óÝ¿ ³Ûë ³ßË³ñÑÇÝ Ý³ÛÇÉ 
ëÏ�µÝ³Ï³Ý Çñ µ³ñáõÃ»³Ý, ³ÝÏÙ³Ý, øñÇëïáëáí 
Û³é³ç³ó³Í ÷ñÏáõÃ»³Ý »õ Ç í»ñçáÛ ³å³·³Û Ï»ñå³-
ñ³Ý³÷áËáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç£ ÖßÙ³ñïáõÃ»³Ý ³Ûë ÉáÛëÇÝ 
Ý»ñù»õ ¿, áñ åÇïÇ Ï³ñ»Ý³Ýù ÉñÇõ ÁÙµéÝ»É øñÇëïáëÇ 
Ëûëù»ñÁ. §â»Ù ËÝ¹ñ»ñ áñ �³ÝáÝù ³ßË³ñÑ¿Ý í»ñóÝ»ë, 
³ÛÉ �³ÝáÝù â³ñ¿Ý å³Ñ»ë£ ÆÝãå¿ë áñ »ë ³ßË³ñÑÇÝ 
ã»Ù å³ïÏ³ÝÇñ, ³ÛÝå¿ë ³É Çñ»Ýù ³Ûë ³ßË³ñÑÇÝ ã»Ý 
å³ïÏ³ÝÇñ¦ (ÚÑ. 17£15-16)£ Ø³ñ¹ ³ñ³ñ³ÍÁ Ñ³õ³Ý³-
µ³ñ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ïÝï»ëÝ ¿ ³Ûë ³ßË³ñÑÇÝ Ù¿ç Ã¿° áñå¿ë 
³ÝÑ³ï »õ Ã¿° áñå¿ë Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ù³ë Ï³�ÙáÕ 
³Ý¹³Ù£ ²Ûë ïÝï»ëÇÝ å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ Í³é³Û»É 
²ëïáõÍáÛ Ýå³ï³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ, ÙÇ»õÝáÛÝ ³ï»Ý ·áñÍ³Í»Éáí 
Çñ µÝ³ÍÇÝ Ñá·»Ï³Ý, ÇÙ³ó³Ï³Ý »õ ýÇ�Çù³Ï³Ý Ï³ñá-
ÕáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ µÝáõÃ»³Ý å³ñ·»õ³Í 
Ñ³ñëïáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ£ Ø³ñ¹ ¿³ÏÁ Ïáãáõ³Í ¿ Çñ ³�³ï 
Ï³Ùùáí »õ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõáõÃ»³Ùµ ïÝï»ë»É, ë³-
Ï³ÛÝ ÙÇßï ²ëïáõÍáÛ ³éç»õ Ñ³ßáõ»ïáõáõÃ»³Ý Ýëï»Éáõ 
·Çï³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ£

ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ Í³é³ÛáÕ »õ Ñ³Ù³ñ³ïáõ Ñ³ëï³ïáõÃÇõÝ 
ÙÁÝ ¿, áñáõÝ ·ÉË³õáñ å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ ç³Ý³É 
Çñ³·áñÍ»É ²ëïáõÍáÛ Ï³ÙùÁ£ Àëï Üáñ Îï³Ï³ñ³ÝÇª 
Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñ ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û Ù³ë ÏÁ Ï³�Ù¿ ²ëïáõÍáÛ 
ï³Ý Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ý »õ ïÝï»ëáõÃ»³Ý ·áñÍÇÝ£ ÌáõËÇ 
ÙÁ Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñ ³Ý¹³ÙÁ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ïÝï»ëÝ ¿ª Ñ³õ³-
ï³ñÙáõÃ»³Ùµ Í³é³Û»Éáõ (². Îñ. 4:1), ³ÛÝå¿ë, ÇÝã-

å¿ë øñÇëïáëÇ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ ¹³ñÓ³Ý Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ »õ 
³Ý³ñ³ï ïÝï»ëÝ»ñÁ ²ëïáõÍáÛ (îÇï. 1:7, ². äï. 4:
10)£

²é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý Çñ ×³Ý³å³ñÑÇÝ, µ³�Ù³ï»ë³Ï 
å³ñï³õáñáõÃ»³Ýó ß³ñùÇÝ, ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ ³Ù»Ý¿Ý ³é³ç 
²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇ »õ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ïÝûñÇÝáõÃ»³Ýó ïÁÝ-
ï»ëÝ ¿£ îÇñáç ïÝûñÇÝ³Ï³Ý ËáñÑáõñ¹Ý»ñáõÝ Ù³ë ÏÁ 
Ï³�Ù¿ Ç Ñ³ñÏ¿ ÷ñÏáõÃ»³Ý Íñ³·ÇñÁ, áñáõÝ Ù¿ç ÛÁë-
ï³Ïûñ¿Ý Ç Û³Ûï Ïáõ ·³Û ²ëïáõÍáÛ ïÝï»ëáõÃÇõÝÁ 
ß»ßïáÕ ¹»ñÁ£ ²é³õ»É »õë, ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ Ïáãáõ³Í ¿ 
å³Ñå³Ý»É ²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇ ³Ý»ÕÍáõÃÇõÝÁ£ äûÕáë 
²é³ù»³É ³Ûë áõÕÕáõÃ»³Ùµ ÏþÁë¿. §àí îÇÙáÃ¿áë, 
å³Ñ¿ ù»�Ç íëï³Ñáõ³Í ³õ³Ý¹Á, Ñ»éáõ ÙÝ³Éáí 
ßÇÝÍáõ »õ ¹³ï³ñÏ ï»ëáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ¿Ý¦ (². îÇÙ. 
6£20)£ ²Û¹ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõáõÃÇõÝÁ ³é³çÝ³Ñ»ñÃ 
å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ ³Ûëûñáõ³Ý ÑáíÇõÝ»ñáõÝ, Ñá·³-
µ³ñÓáõÃ»³Ýó »õ ÍáõËÇ ÙÁ Õ»Ï³í³ñÝ»ñáõÝ£ Ø»Í ²é³-
ù»³ÉÁ Áë³Í ¿. §ÆÝÍÇª áñ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ Ù¿ç 
Û»ïÇÝÝ»ñáõÝ Û»ïÇÝÝ »Ùª ²ëïáõ³Í ³Ûë ßÝáñÑùÁ ïáõ³õ, 
áñå¿ë�Ç µáÉáñ ³�·»ñáõÝ ³õ»ïÇë ï³Ùª Ã¿ Ç°ÝãåÇëÇ 
³Ý»ñ»õ³Ï³Û»ÉÇ ·³ÝÓ ÙÁÝ ¿ øñÇëïáë, »õ Éáõ³õáñ»Ù 
µáÉáñÁ, áñå¿ë�Ç ï»ëÝ»Ý Ã¿ Ç°Ýãå¿ë ²ëïáõ³Í 
ÏþÇñ³·áñå¿ Çñ Íñ³·ÇñÁ¦ (º÷. 3£8-9)£

ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ íë»Ù³·áÛÝ å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ Ñ»ï»-
õ³µ³ñ, Ùß³Ï»É áõ µ³ñÓñ³óÝ»É Çñ Ñ»ï»õáñ¹Ý»ñáõÝ Ñá-
·»õáñ Ï»³ÝùÁ, �³ÝáÝù Ý»ñßÝã»Éáí »õ ³ÝáÝó Ñá·»Ï³Ý 
»õ ÇÙ³ó³Ï³Ý ÑáñÇ�áÝÝ»ñÁ Éáõë³õáñ»Éáí£

²ñ¹ª Ã»ÙÇ ÙÁ »ÝÃ³Ï³Û µáÉáñ ÍáõË»ñ¿Ý ÏÁ 
å³Ñ³ÝçáõÇ øñÇëïáëÇ ³ÝáõÝáí ³ñÃÝóÝ»É Çñ»Ýó 
³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç �²ëïáõ³Í ÷³é³õáñ»Éáõ ·Çï³Ïóáõ-
ÃÇõÝÁ »õ �ûñ³íÇ· Ï³Ý·Ý»Éáõ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ñá·»õáñ »õ 
ÝÇõÃ³Ï³Ý Û³ÝÓÝ³éáõÃ»³Ýó, áñáÝó Ù¿ç ³ñ¹³ñ ï»Õ 
áõÝÇÝ ³ÝÏ³ëÏ³Í, ²é³çÝáñ¹³ñ³ÝÇ ÏñûÝ³Ï³Ý, ÏñÃ³-
Ï³Ý, Ñá·»õáñ »õ »Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý Íñ³·ÇñÝ»ñÁ, áñáÝù ÏÁ 
Íñ³·ñáõÇÝ »õ ·áñÍ³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý ÏÁ ¹ñáõÇÝ ÍáõË»ñáõ 
Ù¿çª Ûû·áõï »ñ¿ó Ã¿ ÷áùñ Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÝ»ñáõ Ñá·»õáñ 
Ï³ñÇùÝ»ñáõ ·áÑ³óÙ³Ý áõ Ùï³ÛÇÝ �³ñ·³óÙ³Ý£

²ÝÏ³Ë Ý»ñùÇÝ Íñ³·ÇñÝ»ñ¿Ý, ²é³çÝáñ¹³ñ³Ý ÙÁ, 
áõÝÇ Ý³»õ Çñ ³ÝÙÇç³Ï³Ý ßñç³Ý³Ï¿Ý ¹áõñë ·áÛáõÃÇõÝ 
áõÝ»óáÕ ³ÝÛ»ï³Ó·»ÉÇ Ï³ñ»õáñ Ñ³ñó»ñ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ð³Û³ë-
ï³ÝÇ áõ ²ñó³ËÇ Ù»ñ ùáÛñ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõ Ñá·»õáñ 
»õ ÝÇõÃ³Ï³Ý Ï³ñÇùÝ»ñÁ, áñµ³ÝáóÝ»ñáõÝ û·Ý»Éáõ 
³ÝÑñ³Å»ßïáõÃÇõÝÁ, Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ »õ ÏñÃ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ë-
ï³ïáõÃ»³Ýó ÁÝÍ³Ûáõ»ÉÇù ûÅ³Ý¹³ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ »õ 
ÝÙ³Ý Ï³ñ»õáñ Íñ³·ÇñÝ»ñ£

²ëïáõÍáÛ ²ñÅ³Ý³õáñ îÝï»ëÝ»ñÁ
»õ î³Éáõ øñÇëïáë³í³Û»É ºÕ³Ý³ÏÁ
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øñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý ïÝï»ëáõÃ»³Ý ³ñ¹Ç ß³ñÅáõÙÁ, áñ 
Ã³÷ ëï³ó³Í ¿ í»ñç»ñë, ß»ßïÁ ÏÁ ¹Ý¿ ï³Éáõ Ï³ñ»õá-
ñáõÃ»³Ý íñ³Û£ î³ÉÁ, ÝáõÇñ»ÉÁ Ï³Ù ÁÝÍ³Û»ÉÁ Çñ ëÏÇ�µÁ 
³é³Í ¿ ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍáõÃ»³Ý ûñ»ñáõÝ ²ëïáõÍáÛ 
ïáõ³Í µ³ñÇùÝ»ñ¿Ý£ øñÇëïáÝ»³Ý áãÇÝã ÏþáõÝ»Ý³Û 
ï³ÉÇù, »Ã¿ Çñ ²ñ³ñã¿Ý µ³Ý ÙÁ ëï³ó³Í ãÁÉÉ³Û£ 
î³Éáõ ·»Õ»óÇÏ ·³Õ³÷³ñÁ ³ñ¹ÇõÝù ¿ ²ëïáõÍáÛ Çñ 
³ñ³ñ³ÍÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ý¹¿å áõÝ»ó³Í Ñ³Ûñ³Ï³Ý ëÇñáÛ£ 
ê¿ñ ÙÁ, áñ ÛûÅ³ñ ¿ Ù³ñ¹ ³ñ³ñ³ÍÁ µ³ñÓñ³óÝ»Éáõ 
³ëïáõ³Í³ÛÇÝ Ù³Ï³ñ¹³ÏÇ áõ ³Ýáñ ÁÝÍ³Û»É ³éÇÃÝ áõ 
å³ïÇõÁ Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇó ¹³éÝ³Éáõ »ñÏÝùÇ ÷³éùÇÝ£ øñÇë-
ïáÝ»³Û¿Ý Ñ»ï»õ³µ³ñ, ÏÁ å³Ñ³ÝçáõÇ µ³ÅÇÝ Ñ³Ý»É Çñ 
ëï³óáõ³ÍùÝ»ñ¿Ý áõ Í³é³Û»É ²ëïáõÍáÛ »õ Ù³ñ¹ ³ñ³-
ñ³ÍÝ»ñáõÝ£

äûÕáë ²é³ù»³É ãáñë Ýå³ï³ÏÝ»ñ ÏÁ ï»ëÝ¿ ï³Éáõ 
³é³ùÇÝáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç.
³) ÷³é³õáñ»É �²ëïáõ³Í,
µ) Ñ³ëÝÇÉ Ù³ñ¹ ³ñ³ñ³ÍÇÝ Ï³ñÇùÝ»ñáõÝ,
·) Ë»É³Ñ³ë áõ Ñ³ëï³ï ÙÝ³É Ñ³õ³ïùÇ Ù¿ç,
¹) ë³ï³ñ»É »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ, ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý »õ 

ÑáíáõáõÃ»³Ý£
øñÇëïáÝ»³Ý å³ñïÇ Ñ»ï»õÇÉ ³ëïáõ³Í³ßÝã³Ï³Ý 

ëÏ�µáõÝùÝ»ñáõ »õ ï³Éª
1) áñå¿ë å³ï³ëË³Ý ²ëïáõÍáÛ ïáõ³Í ßÝáñÑÝ»ñáõÝ,
2) áñå¿ë å³ï³ëË³Ý øñÇëïáëÇ �áÑ³µ»ñÙ³Ý,
3) áñå¿ë å³ï³ëË³Ý Ù³ñ¹ ³ñ³ñ³ÍÇÝ Ï³ñÇùÝ»-

ñáõÝ,
4) áñå¿ë ßÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉÇù ³é ²ëïáõ³Í,
5) áñå¿ë �áÑ,
6) áñå¿ë áñ¹Ç³Ï³Ý ³Ýáõñ³Ý³ÉÇ ëÇñáÛ ÷³ëï ¹¿åÇ 

²ñ³ñÇãÁ£
öáË³ñ¿Ý Ç±Ýã í³ñÓ³ïñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ Ïþ³ÏÝÏ³ÉáõÇÝ£ 

ì³ñÓ³ïñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ Ç Ñ³ñÏ¿ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ÏáÕÙ¿ Ù»�Ç 
ïñáõ³Í å³ñ·»õÝ»ñÝ »Ý á°ã Ã¿ áñå¿ë ³ßË³ï³í³ñÓù, 
³ÛÉª Ñ³Ûñ³Ï³Ý ëÇñáÛ ³ñï³Û³ÛïáõÃÇõÝ£

äûÕáë ²é³ù»³É Áë³Í ¿. §àí áñ ùÇã ÏÁ ë»ñÙ³Ý¿, 
ùÇã ³É åÇïÇ ÑÝÓ¿, »õ áí áñ ³é³ïûñ¿Ý ÏÁ ë»ñÙ³Ý¿ª 
³é³ïûñ¿Ý ³É ÏÁ ÑÝÓ¿£ Æõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñÁ ÃáÕ ï³Ûª Ý³-
Û³Í Çñ ëñïÇ ÛûÅ³ñáõÃ»³Ý »õ á°ã Ã¿ ãÏ³ÙáõÃ»³Ùµ 
Ï³Ù å³ñï³õáñáõ³Í �·³Éáí, áñáíÑ»ï»õ ²ëïáõ³Í 
�áõ³ñÃ³é³ï Ï»ñåáí ÝáõÇñáÕÁ ÏÁ ëÇñ¿£ ºõ ²ëïáõ³Í 
ÏñÝ³Û ³Ù¿Ý å³ñ·»õ ï³É Ó»�Ç ³é³ïûñ¿Ý, áñå¿ë�Ç 
ÙÇßï ³É áõÝ»Ý³ù ³ÛÝù³Ýª áñù³Ý åÇïÇ µ³õ¿ñ Ó»ñ 
Ï³ñÇùÝ»ñáõÝ »õ ³õ»ÉÝ³ñª ³Ù¿Ý ï»ë³ÏÇ µ³ñÇ ·áñÍ»-
ñáõ Û³ïÏ³óáõ»Éáõ¦ (´. Îñ. 9£6-8)£

Ø»ëñáå ². øÑÝÛ. Â³ß×»³Ý

On September 1, 2005, Archbishop Oshagan issued an 
urgent appeal on behalf of the victims of Hurricane Katrina 
that devastated the gulf coast of the United States. His 
Eminence sent the following message:

“The impact of hurricane Katrina to large areas of the 
Gulf Coast affecting the states of Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Alabama, is enormous. The city of New Orleans is 
particularly hard hit. Immediate aid to thousands and 
thousands of people who have lost their homes and all of their 
possessions is imperative. Emergency workers who are in the 
devastated areas use the words “massive,” “horrendous,” 
and “unprecedented.” The needs of the elderly and the very 
young are especially urgent.

“The American public has an impressive history of 
responding to the charitable needs of their fellow human 
beings, wherever the need might be. I am urging all Armenian 
Americans to join in this relief operation, which is expected to 
be one of the largest in U.S. history. The best, quickest, and 
most efſcient way to help is through monetary donations. 
This will permit the experienced relief organizations to utilize 
the money for what is needed the most.

“I am instructing all of our parishes to offer special 
prayers for the victims and survivors and to have an offering 
speciſcally for Gulf Coast relief on the next two Sundays, 
September 4 and September 11. The sermons on these days 
should reƀect on the recent tragedy. On Sunday, September 
11, prayers should remember the victims of the terrorist 
attacks four years ago in New York, Washington, and 
Pennsylvania.”

Our parishes responded to the Prelate’s appeal for special 
plate collections. In addition some utilized other methods for 
funds such as bake sales. Many people sent their donations 
directly to the Prelacy. But it was interesting to note that 
most of our Sunday Schools wanted to be involved and the 
children wished to help raise funds. We began receiving 
small, but meaningful amounts, from $50 to $100 from the 
Sunday Schools—efforts made by the children themselves in 
most cases.

For one of our parishes—St. Gregory of Granite City—the 
major source of fundraising comes from bingo two times each 
week. The parish decided that the proceeds of September 14 
and 15 would be allocated to hurricane relief, and were able 
to donate $4,520—an impressive sum for a small parish.

All in all, it was an effort from the heart, bringing to 
mind Paul’s observation about the believers in Corinth and 
ſnancial giving. “This they did, not as we hoped, but even 
beyond that, ſrst they gave their own selves to the Lord, and 
to us, by the will of God.” (2 Cor. 8:5).

We wish to correct one error and one omission in the 
list of donors to the Seminary Fund made during the 
visit of His Holiness Aram I. Dr. & Mrs. John Chaglasian 
donated $2,000, and Dn. Sarkis Apelian donated $1,000. 
Our thanks to them.

Proſles in Giving:

Parishes Come to the Aid of
Hurricane Katrina Victims
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Endowment Funds are the lifeblood of religious and 
charitable institutions. A healthy endowment fund 
ensures that the church will have a regular income to 

support programs and services.
In terms of years in the world of charitable giving, the 

Prelacy Endowment Fund is in its infancy. Established in 
1993, it has been steadily growing and currently supports 
about 10% of the Prelacy’s annual budget. The more it grows 
the less dependent the Prelacy will be on other sources of 
funding. The Endowment Fund not only provides support 
for Prelacy programs, but it also provides funds that are 
distributed directly to local parishes in support of church 
construction and renovation projects. The Endowment Fund 
also supports Prelacy programs in Armenia and the Middle 
East.

The Najarian Fund
Endowed memorial and tribute gifts honor and 

commemorate those who have served and passed on. These 
memorial funds greatly beneſt the religious and charitable 
work of the Prelacy. Such funds can be established by 
individuals in memory of loved ones. The founders of the 
fund can either designate that the income from the fund 
be used for a very speciſc purpose, or, as many do, for the 
general programs of the Prelacy.

One of the more recent funds established in the Prelacy 
Endowment Fund is the Haigaz and Ankine Najarian Fund, 
with donations made by their children Nora, Viken, Maral, 
Taline and Meline. The terms of the Najarian Fund stipulate 
that the income of the Fund “provide for the education of 
students at the St. Illuminator’s Day School, presently located 
in New York, New York, and for the general educational 
needs of the Prelacy.”

Archbishop Oshagan praised this decision and 
noted, “The Najarian Family decided that the best way to 
memorialize their loved ones in a lasting and meaningful 
way was the establishment of a Fund that would remain 
as a remembrance of their parents who were dedicated to 

the Armenian church and nation We are grateful for the 
conſdence they have in the Prelacy and our programs.”

Leaving a Legacy
There are many ways that donations can be made, 

including outright cash gifts, charitable remainder trusts, gift 
annuities, and transfer of appreciated stocks or property. A 
bequest to the Endowment Fund is a sure way to help the 
church in its long-range goals.

Memorial gifts are popular and a good way to 
perpetually remember a loved one. However, many people 
like to make a gift during their lifetime because this allows 
them the satisfaction of seeing the positive accomplishments 
made possible by their generosity. In any event, these funds 
continue to beneſt the church generation after generation.

Donations to the Endowment Fund serve many 
purposes. You may choose to support a Prelacy program by 
a donation to one of our existing funds. We currently have 
funds dedicated to support the Prelacy’s Christian Education, 
Armenian Education, Clergy Training, Publications, and 
Orphans program. There are also general funds which can be 
utilized at the discretion of the Executive Council.

Most people would like to leave a legacy that continues 
to help a favorite charity. Fortunately this is no longer just 
in the domain of a privileged few. Because of the many 
different options of planned giving, nearly everyone can take 
advantage of the opportunities. Such gifts may also provide 
added tax beneſts along with the opportunity to experience 
the personal satisfaction of seeing your gift put to good use.

If you would like more information about different ways 
you can support the church’s mission, contact the trustees 
of the Prelacy Endowment Fund by email (email@armeni
anprelacy.org) or by contacting the Prelacy ofſce at 138 E. 
39th Street, New York, NY 10016, 212-689-7810. Your inquiry 
will be forwarded to a trustee of the endowment fund who 
will contact you at your convenience in a professional and 
conſdential manner.               †

Proſles in Giving

Your Legacy…Shaping the Future

The Haigaz and Ankine Najarian Endowment Fund
Joins the Growing Prelacy Endowment Fund Family

Pashalian Family Education Fund
Sahack Y. Kework and Morrow M. Kework Fund

Theological Seminary Fund
Prelates’ REACH Fund

Ardemis Mangikian & Yeran Mangikian Garian Memorial Fund
Mardiros and Marguerite Malkonian Family Fund

Colonel Harry A. and Alice Sachaklian Antelias Seminary Fund
Lucine Majarian Revocable Trust

Manoogian Fund for Theological Education
Sadoyan Fund

Hripsime Haik Minassian and Edouard Haik Minassian Fund

Raffy A. Hovanessian and Vicky Shoghag Hovanessian Fund
Catholicos Karekin I Religious Education Fund

Pierre Papazian Literary Fund
Puzant Yeghiayan Higher Theological Scholarship Fund

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian Publications Fund
Vartan Family Fund

Boudakian Family Fund
Suzanne and Hovsep Hagopian Fund

Zaven Andrikian Special Fund
Haigaz and Ankine Najarian Fund

Guzelian Family Fund

Special  funds currently established in the Prelacy Endowment Fund include the following:



38

Outreach October/November 2006

39

As Easter signiſes the most important day for all 
Christians, Holy Thursday and Good Friday help 
deſne what it is to be a Christian. Through these 

prelude services, Easter is complete and I now understand 
the importance of observing Holy Week and not just Easter 
Sunday.

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan came to Chicago to 
perform the Holy Thursday service at All Saints Armenian 
Apostolic Church in Glenview, Illinois, with the parish 
priest Rev. Fr. Zareh Sahakian. Srpazan Hayr sat at the 
altar surrounded by Der Hayr and eleven men from 
the congregation representing the twelve disciples and 
performed the ceremonial washing of the feet. Starting 
with Der Hayr, Srpazan kneeled in front of a basin ſlled 
with water and washed the twelve men’s right foot, placing 
blessed butter on top of the foot and covering the butter with 
cotton. Archbishop Oshagan later explained that butter is 
used instead of oil because of its insoluble nature and only 
the right foot is washed to signify Jesus Christ at the right 
hand of our Father. This act commemorates Christ’s lesson of 
humility, love and service.

After a short interim and a light Lenten meal, we 
reentered the sanctuary for the vigil service—Khavaroum. 
Having never attended this service, I could not imagine how 
dramatic and moving this service would be. Srpazan and Der 
Hayr were cloaked in black vestments. A black altar curtain 
was drawn. Twelve candles in front of a portrait of Christ on 
the Cross represented the twelve disciples. Eleven were lit; 
the twelfth—a black candle representing Judas—was unlit. 
The Gospel—normally in vibrant red binding—was covered 
with black lace.

Most of the women in the congregation had at least ten 
long strings neatly placed on their laps and after each Gospel 
reading, in unison, they would tie a knot in each string while 
pairs of candles were extinguished. When the candles were 
all out, the church lights were also shut, leaving the church 
in total darkness. Above us ƀashes of lightning could be 
seen from the windows in the octagon dome which made 
me wonder if this was real or staged—it all seemed too 
coincidental. Sitting in the dark, the senses were heightened 
and I became fully aware of the sounds of weeping. From the 
upper balcony, Dikran Leblebijian sang the beautiful hymn, 
Where are you, Mother? and this amazing rendition only made 
the heart heavier with sadness. Thunder now accompanied 
the lightning and singing and I wrote in the dark, “Christ is 
suffering for our sins.” Christ was on the Cross suffering and 
dying…for us. It was the Passion.

The next day, Archbishop Oshagan went to St. Hagop 
Armenian Apostolic Church in Racine, Wisconsin, where he 
joined Rev. Fr. Arsen Kassabian, for the Good Friday burial 
service. A table draped in a white cloth with gold crosses 

was in front of the altar, and placed on top was a miniature 
Armenian dome ſlled with red, pink, white and yellow 
ƀowers. Srpazan Hayr, Der Hayr, the deacons and choir 
members kneeled in a semi-circle as they reenacted the burial. 
Again, twelve candles were in front of the closed altar, but 
this time the candles were all white and all were lit.

At the end of the service, Srpazan Hayr spoke about the 
signiſcance of Holy Week and Easter. He told us that, Christ 
is the way, Christ is the truth and Christ is the life. The life 
given to us to enjoy in this world is only a shadow of what is 
yet to come. Our God is never dead, but let us be sad for our 
own sins. We have to kill our sins today in front of the Lord, 
then we can celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord and only 
then can we understand what He has done for us. He died for 
us. We must live for Him.              †

Mary M. Hoogasian is a parishioner at All Saints Armenian 
Church in Glenview, Illinois. This is the ſrst in an occasional series 
about our faithful and our sacraments and holy days.

If you have a story you would like to share, please send to the Editor, 
Outreach, 138 East 39th Street, NY, NY 10016 or by email to 
info@armenianprelacy.org.

Worship

A Parishioner Discovers the Meaning of Holy Week

By Mary M. Hoogasian
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[Editor’s Note: This is an excerpt from 
an article that originally appeared in the 
November 27, 2004 issue of the Hartford 
Courant. At the time Vahe Hovhanessyan 
was nine years old and was already playing 
the organ on Sunday during the Divine 
Liturgy on a regular basis at St. Stephen’s 
Church in New Britain, Connecticut. The 
young musician was known as Vahig—the 
diminutive form of his given name—but 
when he turned ten last year he announced 
that he was now grown up and therefore he 
should be called Vahe. He is now eleven and 
a half years old and continues his service to 
his church.]

It is a tale shared by so many old, 
ethnic churches entrenched in 
Northeast cities: The pews are 

getting a bit emptier, the parishioners a 
bit more elderly.

As the ſrst-wave immigrants who 
once clustered together in tight-knit 
neighborhoods die off, their children—
or grandchildren—move on. And the 
churches that had been vibrant centers 
of worship, culture and social life begin 
to fade, their vitality sapped.

In the heart of downtown, the 
100 or so dues-paying members of 
St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic 
Church are comitted to keeping the 
oldest Armenian church in Connecticut 
alive and well. And they believe 
they have in their midst someone 
who will strengthen their link to the 
next generation. His name is Vahe 
Hovhanessyan, and in March he will 
be 10.

“Vahe is a gift to us from God,” 
said Father Krikoris Keshishian, priest 
at St. Stephen’s. “He loves his music, 
and he loves his church.”

Vahe captured the congregation’s 
attention last summer when longtime 
church organist Shirley Kevorkian 
announced she was tiring of her 
duties.

“I thought we would have to 
start playing recorded music on CDs; 
I didn’t know what we could do,” Fr. 
Keshishian recalled. “Vahe came up to 
me and said, ‘I’ll play.’”

And now the shy 9-year old—who 
has never formally studied music—is 
St. Stephen’s organist. For two and 
one half hours every Sunday morning, 
Vahe accompanies the choir and 
deacon for the liturgical service.

Vahe plays a keyboard at home, 
and takes music classes twice a week 
with his fourth-grade class at Griswold 
School in Berlin. But he has never 
formally studied music or gotten 
professional lessons. He practices at 
the church every weekday afternoon, 
and recently learned the music for the 
funeral and wedding ceremonies.

“You’re just overwhelmed that 
this little boy would take over playing 
the organ, and that he would want so 
badly to do it,” said Lila Winters, 75, a 
lifelong member of St. Stephen’s.

From the pews, the diminutive boy 
can hardly be seen behind the three and 
one half foot high Conn organ. First-
time visitors to the church occasionally 
ask who played the music, and are 
astonished when Fr. Keshishian points 
to the boy.

“When he plays, you look at the 
older parishioners and they’ve all got 
smiles on their faces,” said George 
Rustigian, former chairman of the 
church’s trustees. “He’s probably 
doing as much for the elderly as for the 
youth.”

There is no doubt that St. Stephen’s 
seeks more youth. Some second- and 
third-generation parishioners remain, 
of course, but others have drifted off, 
drawn to more comfortable homes 
in distant suburbs, or to jobs in the 
Sunbelt, or perhaps simply away from 
the church that bound their parents 
and grandparents so closely.

Vahe, who has listened to 
classical music since he was a toddler, 

Focus on the Youth:

A Child Shall Lead Them…on the Organ
Next Generation Already Plays a Key Role

By Don Stacom

Vahe at the organ with Archdeacon Sebouh Asadourian and choir member Ani Hovhanessyan (sister of 
Vahe). Seen in the background is the pastor Rev. Fr. Krikoris and Sub-Deacon Richard Meyer. (Hartfort 
Courant photo)
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volunteered to take the place of the 
organist who served for 60 years. Fr. 
Keshishian was skeptical, but said the 
boy won him over with a relentless 
determination to learn the music.

Tigran and Sophia Hovhanessyan 
brought their son, Vahe, and daughter, 
Ani, to the United States from Armenia 
eight years ago. They are precisely the 
sort of young family that St. Stephen’s 
seeks. Devoted to the church, and eager 
to keep up their cultural heritage.

“I tell my son: Feel very proud. 
Armenians are the ſrst nation that 
accepted Christianity, we were the 
ſrst to see the light in Christianity,” 
Tigran Hovhanessyan said. “We try 
to transfer the traditions to the next 
generation, and keep them always with 
the religion.”

Vahe is a Boy Scout, swims at the 
YMCA and plays soccer and basketball, 
but every afternoon he goes to St. 
Stephen’s to practice. At his home in 
Kensington, he listens to Strauss, Verdi 
and Beethoven, and plays on a Yamaha 
keyboard in the living room.

Asked about his music, he is 
almost bashful, and says quietly, “I 
think I wanted to play the piano when 
I was three.”

What is his favorite piece in the 
liturgy? Vahe replied by walking 
to the Yamaha to play Amen Hayr 
Soorp (Amen Holy Father). “I like the 
melody,” Vahe said simply. “I just like 
to play it.”

“We are all proud of Vahe,” said 
Fr. Keshishian. He’s very awake for a 
nine-year-old boy. What was I doing 
when I was nine? I don’t remember. 
But he is playing the entire Divine 
Liturgy.”      †

Archpriest Krikoris Keshishian embraces the young organist Vahe Hovhanessyan. Archdeacon Aram-
Sumpad Khachoyan is at the right. (Hartford Courant photo) 

Midwest Datev Program
For Junior and Senior High School Students

November 10-12, 2006
Colombiere Retreat and Conference Center, Clarkston, Michigan

The weekend program will be a short version of the popular annual Datev Summer 
Program held in Pennsylvania, acclaimed by scores of participants as 

one of the most successful youth events.
 

Participation Fee: $110 (includes lodging, meals, seminar material and activities).
 

Space is limited.  Registration is on a łrst come, łrst served basis.
 

For information about the retreat center, www.colombiere.com
 

For further information, please contact Carolyn Sirian at 248.553.7585 or csirian@aol.com or 
Dn. Shant Kazanjian at the Prelacy at 212.689.7810 or arec@armenianprelacy.org
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Catholicos Aram I Elected Honorary President of
Religions for Peace Global Organization

Religions for Peace, the global inter-religious organiza-
tion, recently elected His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the 
Great House of Cilicia, as one of its honorary presidents. The 
international organization met in Kyoto, Japan in August.

Founded in 1970 as an international, nonsectarian orga-
nization, Religions for Peace is now the largest coalition of the 
world’s religious communities.

The Religions for Peace 8th World Assembly returned to 
Kyoto, the site of its historic ſrst Assembly in 1970. Since then, 
their world assemblies have taken place in Louvain, Belgium 
(1974), Princeton, New Jersey, USA (1979), Nairobi, Kenya 
(1984), Melbourne, Australia (1989), Rome, Italy (1994), and 
Amman, Jordan (1999), having brought the world’s religious 
communities together to address the critical global challenges 
of our time from a faith perspective.

The Religions for Peace 8th World Assembly was the 
world’s largest and most diverse multi-religious assembly. 
More than 800 high level delegates came from the Religions 
for Peace network of more than 70 national and regional af-
ſliated inter-religious councils and groups. It also included 
Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, 
Shinto, Zorastrian and indigenous leaders. Representatives 
of governments, development agencies and civil society also 
attended the Assembly.

The Japanese Prime Minister, Junichiro Koizumi, wel-
comed the religious leaders at the opening ceremony. In his 
message, the UN Secretary General Koſ Annan wrote: “By 
standing together in multi-religious alliances, you are well-
placed to be effective agents for peace.”

Due to the situation in Lebanon, His Holiness Aram I 
was not able to attend the Assembly. Commenting on the 
Assembly, the Catholicos said, “Religions must become the 
avant-garde of global struggle for peace and justice.”

Ofſce for Educational and Armenological
Projects Established in Antelias

In recent years the Catholicosate’s multifaceted mission 
has opened new horizons in the ſelds of religious and Ar-
menian education, and Armenological publications, as well 
as seminars and conferences that have brought together Di-
aspora communities. A new ofſce to coordinate these efforts 
was recently established by the Catholicos and the Central 
Executive. The prominent writer, Sarkis Giragossian, was ap-
pointed to direct the ofſce, which will oversee and organize 
yearly conferences and publications in various ſelds.

United Nations Must Recapture
Its Essential Mission Says Catholicos

His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of 
Cilicia, has welcomed the removal of the air and sea blockade 

of Lebanon that had been imposed by Israel. He praised the 
efforts of the Secretary General of the UN, and said that in the 
past the unilateral decisions of some states were directed to-
wards discrediting the role of the United Nations as a model 
for governance expressed by the general will. “The removal 
of the blockade responds to the will of the Lebanese people 
to rebuild their economy not only through aid, but primarily 
through their own entrepreneurship.” His Holiness went on 
to say that “it also shows the commitment of many sovereign 
states to the democratic values that place the will of the peo-
ple at the center of any viable strategy for peace. His Holiness 
described the UN as a “concrete model of multilateralism” 
and he stressed the need of strengthening the UN by making 
it more active, effective and credible.”

V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian Begins
Service as Dean of Seminary

V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, who was recently appointed 
to serve as the Dean of the Cilician See’s Armenian Theologi-
cal Seminary, has begun his leadership of the Seminary. Hayr 
Shahe has previously served as director of the Birds Nest 
Orphanage, as well as in the dioceses of Greece, the United 
States and Canada. Most recently he was the pastor of Sts. 
Vartanantz Church in Ridgeſeld, New Jersey.

Catholicos Aram Addresses
Armenia-Diaspora Conference

His Holiness Aram I called for a strong Armenian na-
tion and a strong Armenia in an address to a large number 
of Armenians from all parts of the world during the opening 
session of the third Armenia-Diaspora Conference in Yerevan 
which took place September 18 to 20. One day prior to the 
opening of the conference President Robert Kocharian re-
ceived His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians, 
and His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of 
Cilicia, for an exchange of ideas about Diaspora-Armenia 
relations.

Catholicos Aram’s speech to the conference, which was 
received enthusiastically, highlighted the important role of 
the conference in the life of the Armenian nation, church 
and motherland. He considered this conference to be a more 
conscious approach towards collective belonging and one 

News from the 
Catholicosate

His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians, and His Holiness 
Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, place a wreath at the mar-
tyrs memorial in Armenia during the Armenia/Diaspora Conference.
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dictated by the Armenian nation’s collective history.
He elaborated on four major points and then talked 

about a number of important national issues that should be 
discussed on a Pan-Armenian level with a clear separation 
in the roles of the Armenian government and the Diaspora. 
In this context he particularly mentioned the recognition of 
the Armenian Genocide, the Nagorno Karabagh conƀict, the 
situation in Javakh, and the issues of dictation and dual na-
tionality. He stated that collective discussion on these issues 
strengthens and channels Pan-Armenian issues.

“The cooperation between Armenia and the Diaspora 
should not be conditioned by ſnancial standards only and 
should not be limited to narrow economic boundaries. In oth-
er words, the Diaspora should not be satisſed with ſnancing 
projects in Armenia; it has much more to give to Armenia with 
its manpower and experience. Armenia in its turn should not 
only organize Pan-Armenian conferences, it also has a lot to 
offer to the Diaspora particularly in the ſelds of culture and 
Armenology. Our church and intellectuals have an important 
role to play in this respect,” the Catholicos said.

Quarter of Million is Allocated
to Schools in Lebanon from Khatchig Babikian Fund

The recently established “Khachig Babigian Fund” of the 
Catholicosate of Cilicia will donate $250,000 to the Armenian 
national schools in Lebanon. In making the announcement, 
His Holiness Aram I, said, “As we had previously announced, 
the yearly income of this fund will be used for educational, 
cultural, social and publishing projects. However, consider-
ing the hardships created in Lebanon as a consequence of the 
recent war, we decided to grant the largest part of the fund’s 
allocation this year to our schools. We believe this is a wise 
decision considering the importance of the Armenian school 
in the life of the community.”

Funeral Services for
Kevork Kandaharian

Funeral services took place in Antelias, Lebanon, on 
August 18, for the well-known educator, Kevork Kandahar-
ian, who served the Theological Seminary in Antelias for the 
past ſfty years. Affectionately known as “Baron Kandahar-
ian” by everyone, His Holiness praised the legacy left by the 
prominent teacher and educator through his service to the 
Seminary.

Thousands of Faithful Attend
Feast of Assumption and Blessing of Grapes

In spite of the difſculties in Lebanon during the summer, 
thousands of Armenian pilgrims attended the Feast of the As-
sumption and the Blessing of Grapes ceremony in Bikfaya, 
Lebanon, last weekend. In his message, His Holiness remind-
ed the pilgrims that faith should become the basis of the life 
of any person who claims to be Christian. “Faith is at the heart 
of the Gospel. Being Christian means living a faith-driven life. 
Being Christian means translating faith into a quality of life 
marked by love, compassion, engagement and service. Faith 
also implies faithfulness to all values and principles that con-
stitute the essence and the purpose of Christianity.”

His Holiness took this opportunity to address the current 
situation in Lebanon and the importance of compassion. “As 
Christians each of us must become a Good Samaritan. The 
real Christian is the one who articulates his or her Christian-

ness by identifying himself or herself with the suffering peo-
ple.” The Catholicos appealed to the Armenian community in 
Lebanon to help those refugees who have been forced to leave 
their homes in South Lebanon. “We must not forget that the 
Lebanese people—Christians and Moslems—accepted us in 
this country after the Armenian Genocide, and they shared 
their bread with us. This is the time that we reciprocate by 
tangibly expressing the same compassion towards our Leba-
nese sisters and brothers.”

Aram I Will Receive Pax Christi Award
St. John’s University of Minnesota is awarding the 2006 

Pax Christi Award to His Holiness Aram I. the announcement 
was made by the president of the University, Dr. Dietrich Re-
inhart. The award—the highest award conferred by the Uni-
versity—will be presented on December 6 at a special event 
honoring His Holiness at the University.

President Reinhart praised the ministry of the Catholicos 
and stated: “Particularly notable is your support for Ecumeni-
cal and inter-religious relations, dialogue and cooperation. 
Through your proliſc writings, public lectures and interven-
tions, and your leadership in the World Council of Churches, 
you have played a signiſcant role in promoting common val-
ues, mutual understanding, and peaceful co-existence among 
people of faith throughout the world.”

St. John’s is the site of the Hill Museum and Manuscript 
Library, which is undertaking the digitization of manuscripts, 
books, and art throughout the world. It is the home of the 
world’s largest collection of manuscript images and of The 
Saint John’s Bible, a handwritten, illuminated Bible in modern 
English. The manuscript collection of the Cilician Catholicate 
was recently digitized and preserved. The Library currently 
houses the largest collection of Eastern Christian manuscripts 
in the world, more than the British Museum and the Vatican 
Library combined.

Pan-Armenian Writers
Conference in Antelias

The Third Pan-Armenian Writers’ Conference took place 
in April at the Catholicosate of Cilicia. The president of the 
Writers’ Union of Armenia, Levon Ananian, thanked His 
Holiness Aram I on behalf of the participants. Mr. Ananian 
expressed his gratitude not only for the organization of the 
conference, but for the love, support, care and commitment 
that the Pontiff shows towards Armenian writers and culture. 
The conference was the initiative of the Writers’ Union of Ar-
menia in cooperation with the Assembly of Lebanese-Arme-
nian Writers. More than 300 Armenian writers form Armenia, 
Nagorno Karabagh, Lebanon, the Middle East, Europe, North 
and South America, Canada and Australia participated.

In his concluding remarks, His Holiness proposed that 
in the future more time be reserved for discussion sessions, 
which should include more questions than statements. He 
suggested penetrating into the heart of the presented topics 
and bringing problems clearly into the spotlight. His Holiness 
said that we must bravely face difſcult and sensitive issues 
rather than ignoring them. As an example he mentioned the 
issue of dictation, noting that as one of the strong factors 
of the Armenian nation’s unity, the matter needs to be dis-
cussed. He also spoke about the deterioration in the quality in 
all ſelds of Armenian literature and called for a new level of 
quality with collective efforts and commitment.           †
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C R O S S R O A D S
A  R e v i e w  o f  P r e l a c y  a n d  P a r i s h  A c t i v i t i e s

X

[For more information and photographs on most of  the items listed please visit the Prelacy’s web site, www.armenianprelacy.org].

New Ofſce of St. Nerses The Great
Dedicated to Archbishop Mesrob

The new Yerevan ofſce of the Prelacy’s St. Nerses the 
Great Charitable Organization was inaugurated on Sep-
tember 19. The new building was named “The Archbishop 
Mesrob Ashjian Center,” in honor of the late Archbishop who 
as Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy ſrst organized the St. Nerses 
organization and its programs in Armenia and Artsakh. 
Archbishop Oshagan and a number of invited dignitaries 
and guests attended the dedication and the reception that 
followed.

Since its establishment thirteen years ago, the St. Nerses 
Charitable Organization has been operating from a small 
two-room ofſce. Two years ago an apartment on Koryun 
Street was purchased and underwent extensive renovations.

“The Executive Council and I deemed it appropriate 
to name the ofſce in honor of Mesrob Srpazan, because of 
the extraordinary service he performed in Armenia. He cre-
ated the St. Nerses Charitable Organization and nurtured it 
from the earliest days paving the way to the current status 
of this charitable organization, which provides assistance to 
hundreds of individuals and institutions in Armenia and Art-
sakh,” the Prelate said.

The next issue of Outreach, which will be dedicated to 
the Prelacy’s programs in Armenia will provide details and 
photographs of this event.

Bishop Anoushavan Attends
Ecumenical Service

Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General and Ecu-
menical Ofſcer in the United States for the Catholicosate of 
Cilicia, attended an ecumenical service on the occasion of the 
opening of the 61st session of the United Nations General As-
sembly. The service took place at the Holy Family Catholic 
Church in New York City on September 11. It was hosted by 
the Vatican’s Apostolic Nuncio to the United Nations. U.N. 
Secretary General Koſ Annan spoke.

Archbishop Oshagan Attends Retirement Gala
For Judge Sarkis Teshoian

Archbishop Oshagan attended a retirement celebration 
for The Honorable Judge Sarkis Teshoian, in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, on September 28. Judge Teshoian, a highly 
respected jurist and scholar, is a past chairman of the East-
ern Prelacy’s Executive Council, as well as a delegate to 
the World Assembly of the Catholicosate of Cilicia. Judge 
Teshoian recently retired and his wife, Ardemis, managed to 
plan a surprise retirement gala that brought together more 
than a hundred colleagues and friends.

Archbishop Oshagan praised the Judge who has served 
the Armenian church and nation, and the United States of 
America with great dedication. The Prelate talked about the 
environment of the Judge’s formative years and the inƀu-
ence of his parents as major components of the integrity and 
honesty that have been the hallmark of his life. The Prelate 
presented a gift of a beautiful incense burner to the couple 
as a reminder of their “sweet fragrance in this world.” [The 
next issue of Outreach will include an article about Judge Te-
shoian—Editor.]

Prelate at the AYF Olympics
As he does every Labor Day weekend, Archbishop Osha-

gan opened the 73rd annual AYF Olympic games, which this 
year took place in Milwaukee.

In his opening message and prayer, His Eminence praised 
the Armenian Youth Federation for its years of service to the 
youth, and said, “…the AYF has taught you to participate and 
not remain in the margins of Armenian American life. May 
you always be faithful to these traditions in the footsteps of 
our forefathers, looking ahead to the future.” The entire mes-
sage is on the Prelacy web site, www.armenianprelacy.org.

V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Garabedian
Begins Ministry in Midwest

The Prelacy family bid farewell to V. Rev. Fr. Daniel 
Garabedian who for the past year has been serving in the 
Prelacy’s Christian Education Department. The Prelate, Vicar, 
and staff members enjoyed a farewell luncheon together. Fr. 
Daniel has now started his service to the St. Hagop Church 
in Racine, Wisconsin, and St. Paul Church in Waukegan, Il-
linois.

Besides working in the Christian Education Depart-
ment, Fr. Daniel served as interim priest at St. Illuminator’s 
Cathedral, as well as visiting priest to other parishes. For 
several weeks during the summer Hayr Daniel was at Camp 
Haiastan in Franklin, Massachusetts, where he assisted in the 
religious education program for campers.

Eastern and Western Prelacies
Meet to Discuss Joint Concerns

In August the Prelates of the Eastern and Western Prela-
cies, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan and Archbishop Moush-
egh Mardirossian, met in Detroit to discuss issues of joint 

Archbishop Oshagan speaking at the dedication ceremony.

http://www.armenianprelacy.org
http://www.armenianprelacy.org
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concern, especially in ecumenical matters and relationships 
with other churches. Joining the Prelates were Bishop Nareg 
Alemezian, Ecumenical Ofſcer of the Catholicosate of Cilicia, 
and Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Ecumenical Ofſcer for 
the Eastern and Western Prelacies.

Tufenkian Foundation Presents
Scholarships to Gifted Students

The Tufenkian Foundation sponsored its ſrst year-end 
concert in June featuring scholarship winners from its Taghan-
davor Yeridasardner program for gifted and talented youth in 
Karabagh. Conceived in conjunction with the NKR Ministry 
of Education, the program provides higher education and 
professional development for youth who show the potential 
to make major contributions in their respective ſelds. During 
its inaugural year, the program supported the activities of 28 
young talents in Stepanakert, and this year will expand to 
include Karabagh’s Martuni district as well. The program’s 
development has been facilitated, in part, by the generous co-
sponsorship of the Eastern Prelacy.

The Tufenkian Foundation was established in 1999 by 
New York-based entrepreneur James Tufenkian. The Founda-
tion currently pursues a wide array of humanitarian projects 
in Armenia and Karabagh, and also sponsors the “Armenian 
Forests” NGO. The Foundation also recently opened a health 
clinic in the Lachin area in southern Karabagh.

Prelacy Ladies Guild
Mothers Day Luncheon

The Prelacy Ladies’ Guild’s Mothers Day luncheon in 
May was a crowd pleaser on many different levels. The Roof 
Garden of The St. Regis was the site of the annual luncheon, 
which attracted many attendees from near and far.

Archbishop Oshagan presented the Mother of the Year 
award to Mrs. Araxie Varjabedian in the presence of mem-
bers of her family and friends. Mrs. Varjabedian accepted 
the award with humility and thankfulness. Entertainment 
included a musical interlude entitled “Voices of Spring.” The 
program featured vocalists Ross Chitwood, Jeanette Becchi-
one, and Solange Merdinian, with Vlad Iftinka on the piano.

Armenian National Education Committee
Awards Ancient Armenian Coins

With the ending of the school year, some lucky (and ex-
ceptional) students at Armenian schools heard an extra jingle 

in their pockets. The jingle was not the traditional noise of 
change, but ancient coins depicting Armenian royalty, spe-
ciſcally during the reign of King Levon II of Cilicia.

Donated by Mr. Gary Setian of Massachusetts, each 
year coins are presented by the Armenian National Educa-
tion Committee (ANEC) during the year-end ceremonies at 
several Armenian schools. Only a select few students, who 
have excelled in Armenian studies and are active members 
of the Armenian community, receive this special annual rec-
ognition.

This year, 45 students received the awards at 19 schools 
throughout the Eastern United States. In celebration of “The 
Year of the Armenian School,” ANEC awarded more coins 
than in previous years.

The coveted awards this year went to the following stu-
dents:

Antranik Pogosian, St. Sarkis Suzanne & Hovsep Hagopian 
Armenian School, Douglaston, NY; Natalie Kublbeck, Michael 
Guzelian, Megerditch Kassabian, Justin Gostanian, St. Grego-
ry Armenian School, North Andover, MA; Mardiros Afarian, St. 
Stephen Armenian School, New Britain, CT; Mary Daniel, Taniel 
Varoujan School, Glenview, IL; Aline Vosganian, Tsoghig Hov-
hannessian, Hamasdegh School, Bethesda, MD; Talar Manjikian, 
Lorig Manjikian, Ani Zariſan, Sosse Beujekian, St. Stephen 
School, Watertown, MA; Ashod Oshagan, ARS Zavarian School, 
Detroit, MI; Kevork Torossian, Nareg School, Ridgeſeld, NJ; 
Vana Ekmekjian, Sipan School, Paramus, NJ; Arakel Khaligian, 
ARS Marzbed School, Racine, WI; Ann-Marie Manougian, Vick-
en Bastajian, Sourp Hagop Saturday School, Montreal, Canada; 
Missak Sarkissian, Vatche Asadourian, Shogher Baronian, 
Chris Baronian, Tamar Samuelian, Siamanto Academy, New 
York, NY; Talene Taraksian, Rita Minasian, Mourad School, 
Providence RI; Ari Kazanjian, Varteni Jamakorzian, Jirair Ma-
noukian, Rose Arslanian, St. Stephen Elementary School, Water-
town, MA; Sara Selverian, Anna Selverian, Armenian Sisters’ 
Academy, Radnor, PA; Sarkis Mesrobian, Elizabeth Bekilian, 
Armenian Sisters’ Academy, Lexington, MA; Alexandra Kapri-
elian, Marielle Jamgochian, Emmadora Boutcher, Hovnanian 
School, New Milford, NJ; Jessica Megerian, Andrew Reed, Holy 
Martyrs Armenian Day School, Bayside, NY; Nayiri Mardiros, 
Serge Bourkoulian, Nayiri Iwazian, Tavit Kojaoghlanian, 
Vigen Endinian, Sourp Hagop Armenian School, Montreal, 
Canada.

ANEC Celebrates Year of the
Armenian School

At the conclusion of the Festival of Armenian Schools 
that took place in New Jersey in March, Archbishop Oshagan 
addressed the students with this question: “Dear children, 
do you know where Armenia is?” The Prelate of the Eastern 
Prelacy quickly answered his question by telling the students, 
“Today, Armenia is here, because for the past three hours you 
all spoke, sang, danced, acted and recited in Armenian. I am 
very touched and very proud,” he told them.

The Festival of Schools was presented by the Armenian 
National Education Committee (ANEC), which is co-spon-
sored by the Eastern Prelacy and the Armenian Relief Society 
(Eastern Region), in celebration of the Year of the Armenian 
School proclaimed by His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the 
Great House of Cilicia.

Seven schools and the Yeraz Dance Ensemble par-
ticipated in the Mid-Atlantic Festival, which took place in 

Mrs. Araxie Varjabedian surrounded by the Prelate and family members.
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Englewood, New Jersey. Participating in the Festival were 
the Hamasdegh School, Washington DC; Haigazian School, 
Philadelphia, PA; Siamanto Academy, New York; Holy 
Martyrs Elementary School, Bayside, NY; St. Sarkis School, 
Douglaston, NY; the Armenian School of Brooklyn, NY; and 
the Nareg School, Ridgeſeld, NJ.

During the main portion of the program each school 
presented its own program of songs, recitations, plays and 
dances.

Five Students Are Graduated
From Siamanto Academy

“When I was attending Siamanto Academy many moons 
ago, I was told by many people how important my educa-
tion from Siamanto was for me and my future. At the time of 
my graduation, I remember wondering where my Armenian 
education would ſt in the grand scheme of things and what 
signiſcance it would have in the years to come. Over time, I 
came to realize that the well-intentioned people were right. 
I see that Siamanto had done more than teach me the Arme-
nian language, history and faith. It had provided me with an 
Armenian identity that I have carried with me at every stage 
of my life.” 

Tamar Harutunian, Esq., a Siamanto Academy alumnus, 
began her message to the 2006 Siamanto Academy graduates 
with those words providing an eloquent beginning to the 

commencement exercises that took place on June 24 at the 
Armenian Center in Woodside, New York. The graduates of 
2006 are: Tamar Samuelian, Shogher Baronian, Mesak Sarkis-
sian, Chris Biramian and Vatche Asadourian. Mrs. Ani Ner-
cessian, principal of the Academy, opened the program and 
invited Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, pastor of St. Illuminator’s 
Cathedral, New York, to offer the invocation.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Siamanto Academy, under the sponsorship of the 
Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC). A three-
year, weekly, comprehensive course of study in Armenian 
language, literature, Christian studies, history and culture, 
entitles students to college credit recommendations.

The Siamanto Academy is designed for high school stu-
dents who are graduates of Armenian schools. The Academy 
offers accredited, college-level courses in Armenian studies. 
With an accomplished faculty of Christian educators, litera-
ture professors, historians, and guest speakers who specialize 
in various disciplines, the Siamanto Academy is a gateway 
to higher cultural awareness, preparing students for effective 
leadership in our community.

Prelate Attends Homenetmen
Olympic Games

Archbishop Oshagan attended the Homenetmen Olym-
pics in Washington, DC, during the July 4th holiday weekend. 
His Eminence offered prayers and messages during the ban-
quet and the closing ceremonies. More than 800 athletes from 
the United States and Canada participated in the games.

Prelate Represents Catholicos at
50TH Anniversary of Gulbenkian Foundation

Archbishop Oshagan and V. Rev. Fr. Norayr Ashekian, 
director of the Cilician Catholicosate’s printing house, repre-
sented His Holiness Catholicos Aram I at the 50th anniversary 
of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon in July, 
which was under the auspices of the President of Portugal, 
Jorge Sampayo. The Catholicos sent a letter to the founda-
tion’s president praising the humanitarian, cultural and 
education work accomplished by the foundation during the 
past ſfty years. His Holiness praised Dr. Michael Yesayan, 
Mr. Martin Yesayan, and Dr. Zaven Yegavian, who through 
their great dedication and commitment have made important 
contributions to Armenian education and culture.

Archbishop Oshagan Offers Condolences
for Victims in Plane Crash

Archbishop Oshagan issued the following statement fol-
lowing the crash of an Armenian airliner:

“This morning I spoke with His Holiness Karekin II, 
Catholicos and Patriarch of All Armenians, to extend my per-
sonal condolences, as well as on behalf of the Faithful of the 
Eastern Prelacy, on the tragic loss of life following the crash of 
an Armenian Armavia passenger jet in the Black Sea.

“One hundred thirteen men, women and children were 
killed in the crash of the airplane in stormy weather. We ex-
tend our heartfelt sympathy to the families who lost loved 
ones. May the love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ com-
fort them in this time of deep sorrow.

“We urge our Faithful to join our brothers and sisters in 
Armenia in offering special prayers on Friday, May 5. May 
the souls of the victims ſnd everlasting peace in our Lord’s 
Heavenly Kingdom.”              †

Festival of Schools in New Jersey.

The 2006 graduates of the Siamanto Academy with the principal Mrs. Ani 
Nercessian, Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, and Mrs. Nayri Balanian.
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Harry Khajag Dombalagian
National funeral services for Harry Khajag Dombalagian 

took place at St. Gregory the Illuminator Church in Philadel-
phia on February 1, 2006. Mr. Dombalagian was a devoted 
son of the Armenian Church, a Prince of Cilicia, and a former 
member of the Executive Council for many years. He was a 
decorated veteran of World War II. He died on January 29 in 
Philadelphia. Archbishop Oshagan was in Etchmiadzin and 
instructed the Vicar, V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan, to ofſciate at 
the funeral. Also participating in the service were Rev. Fr. 
Nerses Manoogian, V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, V. Rev. Fr. 
Daniel Garabedian, Archpriest Moushegh Der Kaloustian, 
Rev. Fr. Nareg Terterian, and Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian.

Archbishop Ghevont Chebeyan
His Holiness Aram I and the Cilician Brotherhood an-

nounced with sadness the passing of Archbishop Ghevont 
Chebeyan, on March 9, 2006, in Lebanon. At the age of 95 he 
was the oldest Archbishop of the Armenian Church and the 
oldest member of the Cilician Brotherhood. Extreme Unction 
and Funeral Services took place at the Cathedral of St. Grego-
ry the Illuminator in Antelias, Lebanon, under the presidency 
of Catholicos Aram I. The late Archbishop was laid to rest in 
the Catholicosate’s Zareh I Mausoleum.

Archbishop Ghevont served the Holy See of Cilicia for 
many decades. He was one of the ſrst students to enter the 
Seminary when it was established in Antelias after the forced 
exile of the Catholicosate from its ancient home in Sis. 

Diramayr Rose Baljian
Diramayr Rose Rustigian Baljian, 85, died on March 9, 

2006, after a long illness. She is the mother of Archpriest Fr. 
Antranig Baljian, pastor of St. Stephen Church in Watertown, 
Massachusetts. Besides her son, she is survived by a daughter, 
Barbara Baljian, daughter-in-law, Yn. Cheryl Baljian, grand-
daughter Nayiri Baljian, grandson Nishan Baljian, brother, 
Robert Rustigian, and many nephews and nieces.

Kaloust Karl Sogoian
Kaloust “Karl” Sogoian, an ardent supporter of Armenian 
charitable institutions, including the Eastern Prelacy, died 
on March 14, 2006. Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan and 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian ofſciated at the funeral ser-
vices on March 17 at St. John Armenian Church in Southſeld, 
Michigan. Messages of condolence were received from His 
Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians, and His 
Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia.

Mr. Sogoian and his wife Emma supported many Prelacy 
programs as well as many projects in Armenia including the 
construction of St. Drtad Church in Vayk in the Vayotz Dzor 
region. He was an avid supporter of the Holy See of Cilicia 
and the Holy Mother See of Etchmiadzin and was awarded 
the highest civilian award from both sees. He was the 
Prelacy’s Man of the Year in 2001, and a recipient of the Ellis 
Island Medal of Honor. Born and raised in Detroit, for more 
than ſfty years Mr. Sogoian was a leader and innovator in 

the engineering and manufacturing ſelds with a number of 
successful industrial patents in his name. He was a passionate 
collector of Armenian manuscripts and artifacts.

Diramayr Rose Vartouhi Kassabian
Diramayr Rose Vartouhy Kassabian, mother of Der Var-

tan Kassabian, pastor of St. Gregory the Illuminator Church 
in North Andover, Massachusetts, was laid to rest on April 
3, 2006, with funeral services at Sts. Vartanantz Church in 
Providence, Rhode Island. Besides Der Hayr and Yn. Pauline, 
she is survived by a daughter, Ovsanna Kassabian. V. Rev. Fr. 
Anoushavan Tanielian, the Vicar, ofſciated over the services 
with the participation of clergy from the New England and 
New York metropolitan areas.

Diramayr Mary Bozoian
Diramayr Mary Bozoian, mother of Rev. Fr. Hovnan 

Bozoian, died on April 14, 2006. Funeral services took place 
in Lebanon.

Mrs. Kohar Tololyan
Mrs. Kohar Tololyan, wife of the late editor, writer, and 

intellectual Minas Tololyan, died on April 13, 2006. Arch-
bishop Oshagan presided over the funeral services on April 
18 at St. Stephen’s Armenian Church in Watertown, Massa-
chusetts. Mrs. Tololyan herself was a well-known educator, 
writer and an active member of the Armenian community. 
She is survived by her son, Khachig, and a daughter.

Edward K. Boghosian
Edward K. Boghosian, the founding editor of The Ar-

menian Reporter died on June 11, in New Jersey. Archbishop 
Oshagan participated in the funeral service with Archbishop 
Khajag Barsamian at St. Vartan Cathedral in New York City, 
on Friday, June 16. Archbishop Oshagan offered condolences 
on behalf of His Holiness Aram I, who in a letter expressed 
his heartfelt sympathy to the Boghosian family. Last year 
the 40th anniversary of the newspaper he founded was com-
memorated with a gala banquet at which time Archbishop 
Oshagan presented him with the Cilician See’s Mesrob Mash-
dots Medal on behalf of Catholicos Aram I. Survivors include 
his widow Arlene and daughter Sylva.

Richard “Dick” Sarajian
Richard “Dick” Sarajian, dedicated friend and supporter 

of the Prelacy, died on July 8, 2006. Funeral services took 
place on July 11 at Sts. Vartanantz Church in Ridgeſeld, New 
Jersey, where he was a charter member. Archbishop Oshagan 
read a message of condolence from His Holiness Aram I, who 
recalled his ſrst meeting with Dick when he ſrst came to the 
United States as a student. Archbishop Oshagan euologized 
him as one of the kindest human beings he has ever met. He 
was honored by the Prelacy for his years of service in 1983, 
1984 and 1996. His immediate survivors include his wife Arax 
and their children Richard, Kenneth, Carol and their families, 
as well as a brother Haig and his family.            †

In Memoriam

Asdvatz Hokeeneen Lousavoreh
May God Illuminate their Souls
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Want to Know More About the Armenian Church?

Origin, History, Doctrine, Theology, Sacraments and more…

ALL IN ONE BOOK

LIGHT FROM LIGHT:
An Introduction to the History and Theology of the Armenian Church
By Michael B. Papazian
200 pages, soft cover, 16 color photographs

Michael Papazian grew up attending the Armenian Church and since his early childhood spent considerable 
time, along with his parents, with some of the most learned clergymen and scholars of the Armenian Church. This 
early encounter created in him a deep interest in the Armenian Church—an interest he continues to pursue by 
translating the commentaries of our early Church Fathers. His goal for this book was to produce a narrative about 
the Armenian Church that is both easy to read and informative.

“After translating the book of Proverbs, Mesrop and his students began the translation of the New Testament. Translat-
ing the Bible into any language is an enormous amount of work. It is especially daunting given the absence of any Armenian 
literature prior to the Bible. Contrast this with the translation of the Bible into English. The most famous English translation is 
the King James Version, completed in 1611. The earliest English Bible was produced by John Wycliffe in 1382. But even before 
Wycliffe, there was a tradition of writing in English from which Wycliffe and subsequent translations could draw familiar 
expressions and phrases. The Armenian Bible, however, is the ſrst work of Armenian literature. In translating the Bible, Sahak 
and Mesrop and their disciples did more than just a translation. They in essence created a new written language that would be 
a source and inspiration for all of the Armenian literature that would follow.”

From chapter ſve of Light from Light

Michael Papazian is associate professor of philosophy and chair of the Department of Religion and Philosophy at Berry College in Rome, 
Georgia. He received his bachelor’s degree from Johns Hopkins University and his master’s and Ph.D. from the University of Virginia. In 
addition to his study of contemporary metaphysics and philosophical logic, he also pursued his interest in ancient philosophy at Virginia. 
In order to research the early Armenian translations of and commentaries on Greek philosophical texts, he studied the classical Armenian 
language at Oxford University. He received a Master of Studies degree in classical Armenian from Oxford in 1995.

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER: FREE SHIPPING & HANDLING
(Until December 15, 2006)

Please send ________ copy(ies) of LIGHT FROM LIGHT, @ $15.00 each.

Enclosed is check for $_________________.

Name________________________________________________________________
Street________________________________________________________________
City___________________________ State ____________ Zip___________
Telephone ___________________________________________
Email _______________________________________________
Make checks payable to: The Armenian Prelacy Bookstore.
Mail to: Armenian Prelacy, 138 E. 39th Street, New York, NY 10016
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MIDWEST MINI DATEV, Friday, Saturday, Sun-
day, November 10, 11 and 12 at Colombiere Re-
treat Conference Center in Clarkston, Michigan, 
directed by His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tan-
ielian and Dn. Shant Kazanjian. For registration 
and information arec@armenianprelacy.org.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, Autumn Colors, a 
concert for children featuring Taline and Friends, 
3 pm at Florence Gould Auditorium of the Alli-
ance Francaise, 55 East 59th Street, New York City. 
For tickets ($20) contact the Prelacy ofſce 212-689-
7810.

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 
2 AND 3. A gathering of the youth with Catholi-
cos Aram I. Organized by the Eastern Prelacy, 
Western Prelacy, and Prelacy of Canada. Hyatt 
Regency, Dearborn, Michigan. For information 
www.armenianprelacy.org.

SIAMANTO ACADEMY meets every Saturday at 
the Armenian Center, 69-23 47th Avenue, Wood-
side, New York, 11:00 am to 2:30 pm. The college-
accredited Academy offers Armenian language, 
history and Christian studies classes for high 
school students.

Prelacy Calendar of  Events

For up-to-the-date information about events 
check the Prelacy website: 

www.armenianprelacy.org

In 1978 when Archbishop Mesrob became the Prelate of the 
Eastern Prelacy, Dick was one of the ſrst to come forth and ask, 
“Srpazan, what can I do for you?” The answer turned out to be 
“plenty.” As many of you will remember, Mesrob Srpazan was 
noted for his devotion to publications and commemorations. He 
left a wonderful legacy for the Prelacy, engaging the youth in his 
commemorative events that brought to life the history and value 
of the Armenian Church. Because of Dick’s willingness to be of 
service, and his persistent inquiry, “What can I do for you?”, the 
Prelacy was able to produce at little or no cost some of the most 
beautiful publications, in full color, including oversize posters, 
booklets, stamps, calendars, and brochures.

In today’s modern computerized and digitized age all of 
this may not sound like much. But in those black and white days 
printing in color was a big deal and very expensive. Just one color 
separation of an image could be hundreds of dollars. Certainly 
much too extravagant for any charitable institution, especially 
the Church. From 1978 until Gotham Graphics closed its doors, 
a victim of ever more changes in technology, Dick made sure that 
the needs of the Prelacy were met, even though he himself had 
retired from the business in 1992. It is impossible to accurately 
calculate the actual value of his services in dollars, but sufſce it 
to say that it would be a considerable sum of money. Dick’s work 
enhanced the image of the Prelacy in the community, but above all 
else he should be remembered for the humble and graceful way he 
served—never looking for recognition (in fact embarrassed by any 
fuss), thankful to be able to help the church, and always praising 
others for their good deeds. He would complete a project and 
express his thanks! He would do it so naturally and sincerely that 
we would actually say “You’re welcome, Dick,” before realizing 
the incongruity of this exchange of words.

When I retired from my ſrm, I had forty years of “stuff” in 
my ofſce. Most of it got tossed out. One of the few things I kept 
was an eighteen-inch steel ruler from Pictorial Photo-Engraving 
Company that Dick gave me almost ſfty years ago. It has all of 
the measurements that printers used—picas, agates, points. I no 
longer have need of it as a ruler—everything is done by computer 
these days. But, it sits on my desk at the Prelacy as a reminder to 
say “What can I do for you?” more often and to look for goodness 
in everyone and everything.      †

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian honored Dick at a special reception on November 
11, 1983, at the Prelacy ofſces, which was ſlled beyond capacity by hundreds of 
people who wanted to participate in the recognition of this special person. 

continued from inside front cover

Please check the Prelacy website 
www.armenianprelacy.org for:

Prelacy News, Daily Bible Readings, 
Up-to-the-minute information on Events, 

Outreach On Line, Prelacy Bookstore On Line 
Shopping, Parish Directory, Daily Bible Readings, 

History and more…

Our e-mail addresses are:
Main: email@armenianprelacy.org
Press: info@armenianprelacy.org

AREC: arec@armenianprelacy.org
ANEC: anec @armenianprelacy.org

Bookstore: books@armenianprelacy.org




