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From the Editor

It has been quite some time (one year!) since our last issue of
Outreach. With this issue, we will resume our regular schedule of six
issues per year.

We appreciate the many calls and emails we have received asking
about the absence of Outreach. Some of you thought that perhaps our
electronic newsletter, Crossroads, was now permanently replacing
Outreach, and you were quite vocal with your objections, stating
that an electronic newsletter does not take the place of a magazine
like Outreach. “Many of us do not have e-mail,” was the outcry. We
agree.

While it is true that we have been spending considerable time
on the weekly Crossroads e-newsletter, that was not the reason for
the temporary absence of Outreach. We are happy to assure you
that we will continue to reach out to you with Outreach providing
an important communications link with the Prelacy, as well as a
“crossroads” for all of us.

Because of the recent hiatus, this issue of Outreach is a kind of
“catch-up” issue of events that took place during the spring and
summer.

Visit of Catholicos Aram I

As we go to press with this issue, His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos
of the Great House of Cilicia, is departing from the United States for
his return to the Catholicosate in Antelias, Lebanon. His Holiness
made visits to the Canadian, Western, and Eastern Prelacies, back-
to-back in that order, with the specific purpose of celebrating the 75%
anniversary of the Armenian Theological Seminary in Lebanon. An
added celebration during his visit was the 10th anniversary of his
election and consecration.

The next issue of Outreach will be devoted to His Holiness’ visit
to the Eastern Prelacy, the Seminary, and the Near East Relief whose
historical connection to the Seminary is a fascinating story in itself.

Crossroad, the E-Newsletter

Those wishing to receive the Prelacy’s weekly E-newsletter,
Crossroads, should email a request to info@armenianprelacy.org with
email address, name and street address.

Crossroads provides short up-to-date news and information about
the Prelacy and our Parishes, as well as unexpected and interesting
tidbits.

Bookstore Christmas Catalog

This issue contains a special 16-page supplement prepared by
the Prelacy’s Bookstore. There are many new titles in both Armenian
and English. Many of the Armenian titles are not readily available
elsewhere. There are also some wonderful new gift items from
Armenia. Take a look and place your orders before the rush.

Finally...
I am grateful to the many who inquired about the status of
Outreach. It is nice to know that we were missed. Thank you.
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As we go to press with this issue of Outreach, His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, is completing his
visit to the Eastern Prelacy and preparing to return to the Catholicosate in Antelias, Lebanon. The Catholicos’ visit was specifi-
cally to commemorate the 75™ anniversary of the Armenian Theological Seminary in Antelias, and the 10™ anniversary of the
election and consecration of Aram I to the throne of the Holy See of Cilicia. His Holiness visited the New York metropolitan
area, Washington, DC, Boston, and Chicago. The next issue of Outreach will be primarily devoted to the visit.
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ENCYCLICAL OF HIS HOLINESS ARAM |,
CATHOLICOS OF THE GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA,
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

ARAM
Servant of Jesus Christ and, by the will of the incomprehensible God and by the selection of our Nation,
Chief Bishop and Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia
Pontifical greetings with the love transmitted by Jesus among us,
and blessing with the right of our father, St. Gregory the Illuminator,
to the consecrated diocesan prelates, the bishops, the archimandrites and priests, the National
Representative Assemblies and the Executive Councils, the vestrymen and the members of boards
of trustees, the charitable organizations and the servants of Armenian literature, the teachers and the
workers of the press, and all our faithful children of the Armenian nation scattered throughout the
world, May the peace of God the Father, the love of His Only Begotten Son, and the grace of the Holy

Spirit be with all. Amen.

he year 2005 is the 90th anniversary of the Armenian

Genocide. Therefore, this year is not an ordinary date
in the contemporary history of the Armenian people, and
it must not be one for each and every Armenian and the
Armenian people as a whole.

For all Armenians, the year 2005, in the first place, must
become an occasion to look at the past and to remember
and reemphasize once again the unique place, meaning
and message of the year 1915 in our history. Indeed, is
there any Armenian on this earth, who does not know
that, in 1915, Ottoman Turkey, by taking advantage of the
turbulent situation created by World War I, carried out its
horrific plan to completely annihilate the Armenian people,
massacring more than one and a half million Armenians?
Are there any Armenians on this earth, who have not learned
from their very childhood, with profound revulsion, about
the massacres committed by Turkey against the Armenian
people in the most barbaric manner, from Constantinople to
the distant provinces, from historical Armenia and Cilicia to
the deserts of Der Zor? Indeed, numerous generations were
raised with the torment and vexation caused by the Armenian
Genocide. Belonging to a massacred nation deprived of its
rights profoundly affected the formation of the Armenian
identity over the past 90 years.

The Armenian Genocide is an undeniable historical fact
not only indelibly recorded in black letters on the pages of our
people’s history but in those of world history as well; it has
clearly found its place too in the governmental-diplomatic
archives of the very same country having committed
genocide — Turkey. The studies written in recent years by
both Armenian and non-Armenian historians, with their
comprehensive and scientific approach, documentary
evidence as well as eyewitness testimonies, further
underscored the irrefutable fact of the Armenian Genocide,
while shedding further light on its inner folds.

For the Armenian people, the year 2005 must become,
besides an occasion to once again remember and reevaluate

the past, a marvelous opportunity to look toward the future
and demand the justice due them for a genocide which the
world has let remain unpunished. Collective memory in
the life of a people is vital. Collective memory is a force
that constructs a people’s history, strengthens its existence,
ensures its continuity and crystallizes its identity. The past
must not be forgotten. However, at the same time it is
necessary to render memory into a demand for justice. Owing
to the systematic and persistent efforts of our organizations
and individual Armenians, one part of the international
family has recognized the first genocide of the 20th century,
the Armenian Genocide. On this occasion, we express our
deep appreciation to all the nations, governments, religions,
churches and organizations, which are defenders of justice
and supporters of the world to acknowledge this collective
crime committed against the Armenian people. But, above
all, the just demand of our people is for genocidist Turkey
itself to recognize the genocide planned and executed at the
government level by its predecessors against the Armenian
people.

The Armenian people demands justice for the violation
of its human and national rights. The Armenian people shall
always continue to demand justice, no matter what difficulties
it may face. No Armenian has the right to remain aloof
from our national struggle to gain that justice. The national
demand for justice is one of the most sacred and top-priority
obligations of every Armenian. The 90th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide is a challenge directed at our people to
refresh its collective memory and revitalize its demand for
justice, with deep faith, firm will and bright vision.

The Armenian Church has always been by its people’s
side, even in the direst of conditions. It has been the firm
protector of its people’s rights and the staunch defender
of its just cause. The Catholicosate of the Great House of
Cilicia, in particular, having been subjected to massacre
along with its people and having experienced the horror of
exile, always remained with its people, from the towns and
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villages of Cilicia to the deserts of Der Zor and the rest of
the world. Although having walked the road to Golgotha,
this centuries-old Holy Pontifical See reorganized its life
with the spirit of resurrection, like its people and with its
people, and vitalized its mission. For 90 years, it addressed
the spiritual and physical needs of its people having become
uprooted from its ancestral lands; it played a decisive role
in the formation of various communities; it built churches
and schools; it became the devoted disseminator of spiritual,
moral and cultural values, as well as constituting the intrepid
torchbearer in the pursuit of the just rights of its people. And
today, the Catholicosate of the Great House of Cilicia, faithful
to its Christian calling, the mission of its faith and national
vow, is pursuing the rights of its people with renewed
faith and resolution, demanding justice from the world.
Now, with this saintly Pontifical Encyclical, we proclaim the
year 2005

THE YEAR OF NATIONAL DEMAND FOR JUSTICE

With the message and challenge arising from the 90th
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, it is necessary to
qualify the year 2005 in the collective life of our people.
Therefore, besides the usual programs, this year must
become a year full of initiatives, events and accomplishments
designed to leave a trace in our life, open a new page in our
struggle to achieve justice, and lead our people toward a
bright future.

Thus, it is with this faith and vision, this thought and
expectation that we direct a Pontifical appeal from the
Monastery of the Catholicosate of the Great House of Cilicia
in Antelias to our people, suggesting to them:

First, the 90th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
must be marked with pan-national scope, joint effort
and broad popular participation, as well as with close
and harmonious cooperation between Armenia and the
Diaspora. Our people must remain above partisan, political,
denominational or other kinds of dissension, and rally
around our overall national supreme interests and priorities.
They must present themselves to the world as one nation,
with one collective demand for justice.

Second, the 90th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
must be observed in an organized manner and with solemn
dignity in all our communities, large and small, near and far.
The efforts to be carried out on this occasion and the programs
to take place must correspond to the internal setup of the
given community and the unique conditions surrounding
it. Each community, each organization and each Armenian
individual must actively and fully participate in making this
important event a worthy entry in the contemporary history
of our people.

Third, the present world is totally different in relation
to the recent past. The conditions, concerns and challenges
surrounding us have a different nature, emphasis and scope.
Therefore, it is necessary that the pan-national observance of
the 90th anniversary be organized with different standards,
viewpoints and approaches. It is necessary to resort to such
effective means and modus operandi, which will make our
people’s demand for justice modern and consonant with the

concerns and objectives of the international community.

Fourth, the 90th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
must become an occasion for our Diocesan Prelates, Executive
Councils, all our organizations, institutions, associations and
the faithful subject to the spiritual care of the Catholicosate of
the Great House of Cilicia, to participate in the pan-national
commemoration of this extremely important anniversary
with the highest degree of responsibility and dutifulness,
making it a singular event for the strengthening of our
national struggle for justice.

Fifth, dear sons and daughters of the Armenian people,
don’t forget Der Zor; don’t forget that our fathers and
mothers, brothers and sisters, passed through Der Zor 90
years ago. Some remained in the burning sands of Der Zor
and today they belong to eternity as martyrs. Others, in turn,
having gone through the misery and bitter experience of Der
Zor, became scattered throughout the world, formed families
and organized communities, becoming heroes in terms of the
faith and will of the Armenian people to survive in alienating
diasporan environments. Let us not forget that we are the
children of our courageous, martyred and resurrected people,
which experienced and survived the ordeal of Der Zor.
Therefore, Der Zor must remain a permanent and dominant
presence in our life and our struggle for justice. For each and
every Armenian, Der Zor must become a living reminder
of the Armenian Genocide and a source of inspiration and
strength in our national struggle for justice. On this occasion,
we appeal to our people to go on a pilgrimage to Der Zor,
with allegiance to our one and a half million martyrs, in order
to renew our Christian and sacred national vow.

Now, with this Pontifical Encyclical, we exhort all the
Diocesan Prelates and Executive Councils of the Catholicosate
of the Great House of Cilicia to immediately begin work
and, in cooperation with the religious, communal, political,
partisan, charitable, cultural, educational, athletic and other
national institutions found within the confines of their
respective dioceses, to observe the 90th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide with pan-national scope and unified
effort.

May the unfading memory of our myriad martyrs be
blessed with incense and prayer.

Respect and honor for the Armenian people living
and struggling with allegiance to the sacred legacy of the
martyrs.

May you live with the Lord, gain strength with the Holy
Spirit and be blessed forever.

ARAMI
CATHOLICOS OF THE GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA

This encyclical was issued

from the St. Gregory the Illuminator Cathedral of the Catholicosate
of the Great House of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon

on January 1, 2005 AD,

and the year 1454 of the Armenian calendar.

No. 3000/267.

(Translated by Aris Sevag)
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Thousands of Armenians and Friends Gather in New York
to Mark 90" Anniversary of Genocide

United Efforts of Joint Commemorative Committee

Attracts Great Participation from Near and Far

by Jake Goshert

Ninety years ago the Ottoman

authorities came in the night for
the Armenians. They came for the
professors and clergy, the community
leaders and businessmen, the poets
and artists—more than 200 of the top
leaders of the Armenian community
in Constantinople. Many were never
seen again.

Soon the scene would be played
out throughout the Ottoman Empire,
with bloody results: 1.5 million Ar-
menians dead, countless others forced
from their homes, and the near annihi-
lation of an entire people.

While the devastation was wide-
spread and deep, the Armenian people
survived. They have never forgotten
their dead ancestors. In this 90" an-
niversary year, hundreds of thousands
of Armenians, in Armenia and the vast
Diaspora, gathered to remember.

In New York City, under the
banner of the Joint Commemorative
Committee for the 90" Anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide, the major
Armenian organizations, upon the in-
vitation of His Eminence Archbishop
Khajag Barsamian and His Eminence
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, came
together to plan a joint united com-
memoration on Sunday, April 24. The
major themes of prevention, recogni-
tion, justice, and action were empha-
sized throughout the day.

Church Services

The day began with the celebration
of simultaneous Divine Liturgies at St.
Vartan Cathedral and St. Illuminator’s
Cathedral in Manhattan. Services also
took place at St. Ann Armenian Catho-
lic Church in Brooklyn, the Armenian
Evangelical Church in Manhattan, and
the Armenian Presbyterian Church in
Paramus, New Jersey.

St. Vartan Cathedral

The guest homilist at St. Vartan
Cathedral, the Rev. Dr. Robert Ed-
gar, general secretary of the National
Council of Churches, spoke about how
he had come to learn from, and feel a
connection to, the Armenians. Growing
up just outside Philadelphia, Edgar’s
Methodist minister was an Armenian,
who made sure to educate his non-Ar-
menian parish about the horror of the
Genocide. Edgar continued learning
about the Armenians while he served
as a U.S. congressman and during visits
to Armenia in his current position. But
while he feels strongly for the Arme-
nians, he admitted that the violence of
the past can be easy to forget.

“We often use the term that we
should ‘never forget.” But, to be honest,
we forget day-in and day-out. We for-
got the Genocide in Armenia, the Ho-
locaust, and the genocide in Rwanda,”
he said. “The events of Rwanda should
be a reminder that genocide can still
continue today.”

The V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, pastor of Sts. Vartanantz Church, New Jersey, celebrates the Divine

Recounting efforts people have
recently taken to bring attention to the
on-going genocide in the Darfur region
of Sudan, Edgar said those who have
been affected by large-scale violence,
such as the Armenians, need to be
vocal about the need to end all such
violence.

“I pray our eyes will be open and
our ears will be open, and God will
give us strength to be people of peace,”
he said. “We pray that this type of act
will not happen again.”

St. Illuminator’s Cathedral

At the invitation of His Eminence
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, the V.
Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, pastor of Sts.
Vartanantz Church in Ridgefield, New
Jersey, celebrated the Divine Liturgy
at St. Illuminator Cathedral. Father
Shahe, who also delivered the sermon,
performed the Liturgy at the Martyrs
Altar, which was dedicated several
years ago.

Liturgy at the Martyrs” Altar at St. Illuminator Cathedral, New York City, as part of the daylong
commemoration of the 90th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. (photo by |. K. Hovhaness)
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Lighting candles at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in
New York City where commemorative events
took place. (photo by Harry Koundakjian)

The inspiring service was deeply
appreciated by the faithful in atten-
dance. In his sermon, Hayr Shahe paid
tribute to the martyrs and spoke about
our obligations to honor and to remem-
ber. With eloquence he paid tribute to
the martyrs who died defending their
faith, and to the survivors who were
determined to create new life and new
communities in order to perpetuate the
Armenian faith and heritage.

Massive Gathering at
Times Square

After the morning church services,
thousands of Armenians and their
friends gathered at New York City’s
Times Square for a rally during which
speaker after speaker urged official rec-
ognition of the Genocide by the United
States and Turkey. [See separate story
on Times Square event—Editor].

Commemoration at
St. Patrick’s Cathedral

The Joint Commemorative
Committee’s daylong memorial ended
with an ecumenical service of remem-
brance at New York’s Roman Catholic
Cathedral of St. Patrick. Thousands of
Armenians—from young children to a
few remaining survivors of the Geno-
cide—filled the massive cathedral to
capacity. They were joined by dozens

of religious leaders from the city’s
various Christian denominations, who
entered the cathedral in a magnificent
procession to begin the service.

As the procession reached the
altar, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan
began the Ecumenical Requiem Service
with the opening prayer.

Speaking on behalf of the Roman
Catholic Archbishop of New York, Ed-
ward Cardinal Egan (who was in Rome
participating in the Papal Conclave),
the Cathedral’s rector, Msgr. Eugene
Clark, welcomed the overflow crowd
to the service.

The homilist, The Rev. Dr. James
Forbes, told those gathered that the
memory of the Armenian Genocide
should encourage us to stand up and
fight other acts of violence, a call God
has issued to human beings from the
beginning of time.

Referring to the story of Cain and
Abel, Rev. Forbes, the senior minister
at New York City’s Riverside Church,
said we could find the roots of murder
in the story of brother killing brother.
In killing his brother, Cain fell to the
temptations of life that can confront
us all.

“God is saying to us that this vio-
lence is something you need to know
about yourselves, but if you follow
what I say, you will avoid the violent
tendencies of your lives,” Rev. Forbes
said. “If only Cain had known what

God was saying to us, maybe he would
not have committed the first murder,
which leads to another, and another,
until masses are slain.”

After killing Abel, God placed a
mark on Cain so others would not hurt
him. “That mark is on all of us today,”
Rev. Forbes said. “It reminds us that we
are all made in God’s image. To end fu-
ture violence we need to remember that
we cannot hurt or harm those made by
God,” he said.

“If only we can know and remem-
ber that, perhaps our world would nev-
er have to know the word ‘genocide’
ever again,” he said. “Human beings
are made to know that God has made
all of us. We may look different, eat dif-
ferent foods, speak different languages,
practice different rituals, but God made
us one.”

While remembering the Armenian
Genocide, Rev. Forbes said those who
were touched by that violence must be
vigilant in agitating for an end to other
forms of mass violence, such as the on-
going genocide in the Sudan.

“A world in which violence be-
comes the norm is a world in which
God’s creation becomes degraded. Vio-
lence creates a world that in some way
desecrates the plan of the creator,” he
said. “Everyone of us who is a part of
the community of faith is called to join
God’s movement. If we can learn that
lesson, perhaps our world will take us

The clergy during the prayer service at St. Patrick’s Cathedral on April 24, 2005. (photo by Harry
Koundakjian)



to the end of the Bible, which is like the
beginning. We need to start this move-
ment now.”

Knowing the Facts

After the spiritual portion of the
gathering, the focus turned to the im-
portance of remembering the facts of
the Genocide and advocating for its
official recognition.

“The young and old, the rich and
poor, leaders and followers, these
people perished in their mountain
villages, in city streets, and in barren
stretches of deserts,” said one of the
speakers, David Bonior, the former
congressman from Michigan who has
long been supportive of the Armenian
cause. “These things are hard to hear,

cide—would give approval for more
violence.

“There was one lesson the interna-
tional community did not learn from
the Armenian Genocide, and that is
that world indifference paved the way
for modern genocide,” he said. “The
Armenian Genocide is an undeniable
fact. The evidence is confounding. We
are grateful to all the people and gov-
ernments who have the political cour-
age to speak the words of recognition.
Denial hurts both sides, the Armenians
and Turkey. Turkey must come to terms
with its own history, the sooner the bet-
ter for both Turkey and Europe.”

Peter Balakian, the award-winning
author of two important books on the
Genocide—Black Dog of Fate and The
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Passing of the Torch

The service included a moving and
symbolic passing of the torch from the
survivors to a group of young Arme-
nians. “It is important for us as the Ar-
menian youth, as the flag-bearers of a
new generation, to remember that there
were those who wished us to fail, to be
beaten, and left to die,” said Andrew
Kayserian, who spoke on behalf of
the youth, reflecting on the survivors’
ordeal. “But we cannot give in to such
wishes. That is why we have gathered,
to pick up where we left off—where
our forebears were interrupted so long
ago—and continue to propel ourselves
forward.”

Throughouttheservice,acombined
choir from parishes throughout the
area, under the direction of Maestro

Congressman David Bonior delivers his message
during commemorative services at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral.

Photos by Harry Koundakjian

but they need to be heard. They need to
be heard today in America and Turkey
by those who deny the truth of history.
They need to be heard today so they are
never repeated anywhere.”

Armenia’s ambassador to the
United Nations, Ambassador Armen
Martirosyan, said indifference to the
Armenian Genocide—such as the
still-hypothetical entry of Turkey to
the European Union, even though the
nation has yet to recognize the Geno-

Ambassador Armen Martirosyan speaking at
St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

Burning Tigris—served as Master of
Ceremonies. He read several moving
passages and poems written by victims
and eyewitnesses to the Genocide,
while thanking the survivors who came
for the commemoration.

“To the survivors, we honor you
today,” he said. “For having carried the
burden of the Armenian Genocide for
decades; for having provided your wit-
ness testimony and stories to us; for be-
ing an essential bridge to the events.”

Peter Balakian, award winning author, served
as the Master of Ceremonies at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral.

Khoren Mekanejian, performed with
Fr. Mamigon Kiledjian on the organ. Fr.
Kiledjian, pastor of St. Stepanos Church
in Elberon, New Jersey, also played an
original piece, “Prelude on Hrashapar,”
which was dedicated to the memory
of his father, Nishan Kiledjian. Fr.
Mardiros Chevian, dean of St. Vartan
Cathedral, led the subcommittee
organizing the ecumenical memorial
service and served as Master of
Ceremonies during the prayer service
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.
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Enormous Crowd Gathers in Times Square, NYC,

to Honor Survivors, Remember Sacrifices of the

1915 Armenian Genocide

by Florence Avakian

Acrowd estimated at 8,000 people—
incorporating all age-groups, as
well as thirteen Genocide survivors—
packed New York’s famed thorough-
fare, Times Square, on Sunday, April
24, 2005, to commemorate the 90" an-
niversary of the Armenian Genocide of
1915. More than 50 buses from all along
the east coast converged on the metrop-
olis, ten coming from Boston alone. Just
before the event, the persistent clouds
dispersed, and the sun shone brilliantly
on the assemblage.

Events for this momentous mile-
stone were planned and executed by
the Joint Commemorative Committee
for the 90" Anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide of 1915, comprised of
the major Armenian American organi-
zations.

On the dais at Times Square, seat-
ed before a large banner proclaiming
the Genocide in English and Armenian,
were the religious leaders of the Dio-
cese, Prelacy, Catholic, and Evangelical
Armenian churches. Principal speakers
included New York Senator Charles
Schumer; New Jersey Congressman
Frank Pallone, and New York Con-
gressman Anthony Weiner.

Following the American and Ar-
menian national anthems, sung by Di-
ane Haroutunian and Anoosh Barclay,
respectively, the program opened with
an invocation by Archbishop Khajag
Barsamian, Primate of the Eastern Dio-
cese. He noted, “That even after four
generations, the effects of this terrible
episode are still felt by Armenians.”
Remembering the people of Armenia
“whose very existence is a testimony
to the undying spirit of those who
endured the Genocide,” the Primate ac-
knowledged what many other peoples
have experienced and are still enduring
these horrors. “May what affected the
Armenian innocents never again be
repeated anywhere on the face of this
earth,” he stated.

Senator Charles Schumer declared
strongly, “The Armenian Genocide was
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a genocide. This was documented by
American diplomats and international
journalists. Persecution against Ar-
menians continues today through the
Turkish blockade of their land and con-
tinued desecration of Armenian build-
ings and churches in occupied lands,”
he said. “Armenians are particularly
frustrated, because the world seems not
to hear them, despite preaching about
genocide and the Holocaust.”

Recalling the infamous words of
Hitler—"Who today remembers the
Armenians?”—the Senator added:
“The only thing worse than genocide is
the denial of genocide. Until the truth
about Armenia is brought to light,
despots in dark corners of the world
will think they can commit atrocities
without fear of punishment. And these
atrocities will be repeated.”

More than 200 in Congress
Sign Petition

Congressman Frank Pallone, the
co-chair of the Congressional Arme-

nian Caucus, declared that 178 mem-
bers of the House of Representatives
and 32 Senators had cosponsored a
letter to President George W. Bush,
urging him to use the word “genocide”
in his annual statement on the April
24" memorial.

Congressman Pallone reminded
listeners of atrocities taking place
currently in Darfur, Sudan, and he
warned, “More will become victims in
the future.” With reference to a New
York Times piece wherein a Turkish
envoy had stated that Armenians seek
Genocide recognized for the sake of
restitution and reparation, the Con-
gressman responded: “To this we say,
Yes!” Thunderous applause ensued.
He urged listeners not to give up hope,
and to keep contacting their senators
and congressmen about Genocide rec-
ognition.

Congressman Anthony Weiner, in
his remarks, related that “Ninety years
after the first genocide of the 20™ cen-
tury, it is hard for many Americans to

Several survivors of the Armenian Genocide were able to attend the events in New York City. (photo
by J. K. Hovhaness)



conceive of a tragedy on such a scale.
An equivalent massacre on U.S. soil
would claim the lives of 236 million
Americans. That’s every man, woman
and child in 48 of the 50 United States,”
he pointed out, and reiterated strongly
that “it is time for the U.S. Congress to
finally designate what we all know to
be a case of genocide. While tragically it
may not be the last, it is time to correct
the history in the minds of many, and
finally declare the Armenian genocide
the holocaust that it was.”

In addition to the speakers, proc-
lamations from New York Governor
George Pataki and New York City
Mayor Mike Bloomberg, designating
April 24, 2005, as “ Armenian Genocide
Day,” were presented.

As a break from the speaking,
three musicians playing traditional Ar-
menian instruments offered a musical
interlude. For a brief span, the bustle
of Times Square seemed to stop under
the haunting, mournful sound of the
Armenian duduk. The musicians were
Martin Haroutunian (duduk), David
Gevorgyan (duduk), and Markos Shaba-
zyan (dhol).

Two dance groups, Antranig and
Aghtamar, provided appropriate dance
selections to an appreciative audience.

Serving as Master of Ceremonies
for the program was Michael Ozanian,
an editor at Forbes Magazine, who
capably moved the program forward,
maintaining a brisk pace throughout
the two-hour event.

Also addressing the crowd were
the Armenian Catholic Exarch, Arch-
bishop Manuel Batakian; and repre-
sentative of the Armenian Evangelical
Church, Rev. Armen Galeyan. Other
speakers included Knights of Vartan
Grand Commander Edward Korkoian;
Stephanie Rollo, a young woman who
recounted the story of her grandfather;
and the Joint Committee co-chair Roy
Stepanian and Ken Sarajian. His voice
raw with emotion, Sarajian offered an
anecdote of his daughter’s teacher,
who had insisted that Mt. Ararat is in
Turkey. “I don’t care if she fails you,
honey,” he recalled telling his daugh-
ter. “Till the day I die, I will shout to the
world: Mt. Ararat is in Armenia!”

Ambassador Greets Each
Genocide Survivor

An especially affecting moment
in the program came when Armenia’s
Ambassador to the United Nations, Ar-

Senator Schumer makes a powerful speech at
Times Square.
Photos by Harry Koundakjian

men Martirosyan, personally went over
and warmly spoke to each one of the
thirteen genocide survivors present, all
wearing symbolic red carnations.
Survivor Puzant Piranian was
remembering the lost 15 members of
his family. “I will never forget,” he said
emotionally, “but I am here alive, and
representing each one of their brave
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An impressive line up of speakers delivered their
messages during the Times Square gathering
including Congressman Frank Pallone of

New Jersey.

Also in attendance were survivors
Araxie Aghababian, Krikor Goybashi-
an, Anne Karakayian, Rahan Kachian,
Sirarpi Serabian, Yeretzgin Sirarpi
Khoyan, Perouz Kaloustian, and Mgr-
dich Maybalian.

Concluding the memorable pro-
gram, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan,
Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy, before

“The only thing worse than genocide is the denial of genocide. Until
the truth about Armenia is brought to light, despots in dark corners
of the world will think they can commit atrocities without fear of
punishment. And these atrocities will be repeated.”

souls and spirits.”

Ninety-year-old Charlotte Kacheji-
an marched in the deportation with her
mother after her father was killed. She
recalled, with tears in her eyes, how
the Turkish gendarme tore the cross
from her mother’s neck, threw it on the
ground and stomped on it.

Onorik Eminian, 95, whose par-
ents, grandparents, and uncles were
killed, stated that though broken-
hearted, she was nonetheless “very
happy that the people here today know
what we went through.” And Arsha-
louys Mouradian-Dadirian, 2 years old
when the Genocide started, related
in a hushed voice how her father and
three uncles were taken away in chains,
never to be seen again.

Senator Charles Schumer

offering the closing prayer, paid special
tribute to the survivors. “No one can
understand your pain, starvation, thirst,
or the torture which you endured. You
survived with your strength. You were
heroes without weapon.”

“A crime against humanity can
never be forgotten,” he said. “But
remembering is not enough. Our col-
lective memory must remain strong
and alert, so the same doesn’t happen
to others.

“Truth and justice go together,”
Archbishop Choloyan concluded, af-
firming one of the themes of the 90*
anniversary gathering. “The world
must act in concert to prevent future
genocidal acts.” [See complete text else-
where in this issue—Editor]. *
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The following is the concluding meditation delivered by Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan at the gathering at Times

Square, New York City, April 24, 2005.

Ninety years ago, under the chaotic cover of war, one
and one-half million Armenians—men, women, and
children—were massacred by Ottoman Turkey. On April 24,
1915, the leaders of the Young Turk regime set into motion
their evil plans to eliminate the Armenians from their home-
land where they had lived for almost three millennia.

Ninety years. Nine decades. Some may ask: Why is it
necessary to remember after 90 years? It is necessary because
a crime against humanity cannot and must not ever be forgot-
ten. To forget such an atrocious act would be another crime,
just as to deny the truth of the event is also a crime—a further
crime against the victims and a crime against their children,
grandchildren, and unborn descendants.

The world’s memory began to fade after the terrible facts
of the Armenian Genocide left the front pages of the interna-
tional press, allowing those who would wield terrible power
against innocent people to learn a lesson of their own. Ninety
years is more than a lifetime, yet memory outlasts human life
because it becomes a part of history, the collective, continuing
memory of humanity. Milan Kundera, the Czech novelist, has
written, “The struggle of man against power is the struggle
of memory against forgetting.” Our collective memory must
remain strong and alert in that struggle against forgetting,
so that such power will never again be used against another
people at another time.

But, as we have sadly witnessed, remembering is not
enough. It is not enough for us to remember that today
genocidal acts are taking place in Darfur, where villages that
once had more than 30,000 inhabitants have been reduced to
less than 500. Remembrance is not enough. Action must ac-
company remembrance, and it is our sacred duty to convey
this message to our government. We are a great nation not
because we have a powerful army, not because we have im-
mense resources, but because our foundation is strong—a
foundation based on truth and justice.

The wound of genocide never heals. It is a festering
wound that may grow smaller with the passage of time, but
that remains a part of a people forever. A nation is never again
exactly the same after having been the victim of genocide.

It is true that we are overwhelmed with frustration, but I
wholeheartedly believe we will overcome. We live with hope
and are strengthened by the legacy of the survivors who gave
us the will to continue. Hope is the greatest healer of the body
and soul. The perpetrators of genocide must learn a lesson:
the lesson that even such large-scale, unspeakable slaughter
will not vanquish the human spirit or moral fiber of a nation.

Truth and justice go together. These are two ideals that
all peoples are entitled to. If they are precious ideals for Ar-
menians, they certainly are precious ideals for all peoples of
the world. Armenians, having suffered from tyranny and
persecution, appreciate the privileges of liberty, and can pro-
claim the virtues of liberty, truth, and justice to others. We
here honor our survivors, and in doing so, honor and give
hope to all survivors of tyranny everywhere.

The threat of genocide, rather than diminishing in the
20" and 21* centuries, seems to have retained its potential and
its power. But genocide must finally be stopped. The world
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must act in concert to prevent forever genocidal acts. We here
today resolve that the future will overcome the past.
* Kk Kk

On behalf of the joint committee I want to thank all of the

participants in today’s program here in Times Square, all
of the officials and dignitaries, those who appeared on stage
and spoke, and all those behind the scenes without whom this
event would not have been possible. Thank you all.

Uhpbih hwyptip te dwypbip,

Wyu wuhni@ dkquk ng np Ypbwy qquip wyh guip, np nnip 90
quphbtip puphp hwdptipmpbwdp @ jnjuny: Wuop, whqud
up tu abp jhpnnmpbwbd wneti Yp pugnih whunnpnihibp
Unypnpudbpnil, atp hwpuqupbbpmb vyubmphibp, atip
nhiwugpunwd ypubywbppn - wbopniphibp, nppniphibp b
winpny wyuqub: Uwujuyb nnip Ypgup wyu pnnpp qpualihy
gbpdwpnuyhtt  nydny, wbuwhdwl hwdpbpmptwdp G
(uwuptiun phwdp: dnip nupdwp hujuwb htpnubtp, wowbg
qtuph junptiny swphb:

Mwhh £, np uUkbp a&abp wwypwpp wpnibwlytbp
wppupnipbul Gt hwpnigdwd h pubnhp: B Gpp op p,
ublp dbymytu dhihnt widtn gnhtipmb dwnwbgnpnbbpp,
Mhpwiwip dbp hpuinibpbtipmb, wyb wpbb dhuyb whyph
dtinuwbwy  abtp  ypuwowwwbpp, t dbp  bwhwpuybbpp
hwtghuny Gbgkib:

Let us pray.

Bwlnih <op e Npminy tir <nqinyt Uppny. WdkD:

EaE

All merciful Lord, we ask You to be mindful of your
faithful servants, the Armenian people, who for 90 Aprils
have lived with the memory of the mass murder of one and
one half million of their nation. The pain of the deep wounds
in their hearts remains fresh and agonizing because the truth
of their sojourn into the valley of the shadow of death contin-
ues to be denied by the descendants of the perpetrators. But,
their faith in You remains unshaken, for they know that You
are the only one who can replace darkness with light, conquer
deceit with truth, turn despair into hope, and replace hate
with love, fear with courage, cruelty with kindness.

Remember, O Lord, the victims of all genocides past
and present. Bless the souls of those who offered their lives
through their death to You and Your kingdom as a living sac-
rifice in faithful obedience to Your faith and love.

Strengthen in us the power of the cross, the spirit of
living martyrdom, so that we may fulfill Your holy com-
mandments through such life and service that they may be
instruments for Your peace and justice in this earth’s struggle
for freedom and recognition of human rights, which are Your
gifts to all Your creatures.

We ask all this in Your name and for Your glory. We re-
dedicate ourselves to You with unshaken faith, and give You
our thanks for delivering us out of the depths of despair into
this land of freedom and liberty. Amen.
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ENCYCLICAL OF HIS HOLINESS ARAM |,
CATHOLICOS OF THE GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA,
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 1600TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
INVENTION OF THE ARMENIAN ALPHABET

ARAM
Servant of Jesus Christ and, by the will of the incomprehensible God and by the selection of our Nation,
Chief Bishop and Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia
Pontifical greetings with the love transmitted by Jesus among us,
and blessing with the right of our father, St. Gregory the Illuminator,
to the consecrated diocesan prelates, the bishops, the archimandrites and priests, the National
Representative Assemblies and the Executive Councils, the vestrymen and the members of board of
trustees, the charitable organizations and the servants of Armenian literature, the teachers and the
workers of the press, and all our faithful children of the Armenian nation scattered throughout the
world, May the peace of God the Father, the love of His Only Begotten Son, and the grace of the Holy

Spirit be with all. Amen.

Our people are aware of the fact that one of the greatest
events in Armenian history, the invention of the
Armenian alphabet, occurred in 405, at the beginning of the
fifth century AD. The creation of the Armenian alphabet was
an important event not just in the linguistic or cultural sense.
In order to grasp the total meaning and unique importance
of this singular event, it is necessary to view it in the context
of the centuries-old history of our people. It is necessary to
appreciate it within the spiritual, cultural, educational, social
and other realms of the collective life of our people.

Other peoples too have had the invention of their own
alphabets. The creation of letters to give form and meaning
to their worldview and culture is an accomplishment
representing great importance for them, as well. However,
the invention of the Armenian alphabet, which was the result
of St. Mesrob Mashdots’s spiritual and intellectual labors,
sacrifices and visions, and which was equivalent to a miracle,
had great significance and critical importance for our people.
The history of our songs and wounds, the crucifixion and
resurrection attests to this.

Indeed, the alphabet created by Mesrob became a
spiritual and intellectual force in the formation of our people’s
national identity. It became the bright sun illuminating the
road of our people’s history. It became the ever-flowing
spring irrigating the life of our people with spiritual values.
Furthermore, it became a powerful stronghold fortifying our
struggle to survive. And, in addition to all this, the golden
Armenian language embodied by the alphabet became the
supreme gift sent by God and the road to eternity securing
and grounding the unity of our people. The Armenian
alphabet, flowing from the lips of Armenian children, rising
to heaven through prayers of Armenian priests, flowing from
the limpid springs of the Armenian mind and soul, became
for and remains us the living and life-preserving presence of
God in the life of our people. For centuries on end, Armenian
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clergymen and poets, writers and musicians, teachers and
intellectuals have spun the ever-shining glory of the alphabet,
which has traversed through the centuries and emerged
intact throughout. Non-Armenians, in turn, have admired
the intonational, grammatical and other unique aspects of the
Armenian language, which have taken form and structure
through the alphabet.

This is why the Armenian language is justly classified
in the ranks of our people’s “holy of holies.” Going beyond
current linguistic concepts and approaches, the Armenian
language is an invaluable national treasure for each and every
Armenian. Therefore, any degree of indifference regarding
the Armenian language is equivalent to national desertion
for our people. Even if, for various and sundry reasons, some
Armenians have an incomplete grasp of, or do not use, the
Armenian language, nevertheless they certainly consider,
and they must consider, the Armenian language as one of the
singular treasures and sacred values of our people, and, as
such, they must have a love and piety toward it, bordering
on adoration.

Now, it is the 1600th anniversary of the invention of the
Armenian alphabet, which, for centuries, has guaranteed
the identity of our people, strengthened its existence, made
its culture flourish and determined the course of its life.
Our people, along with the government of Armenia, the
Armenian Church, all its communities and institutions, shall
observe this anniversary during the course of the year 2005.
The 1600th anniversary of the invention of the alphabet must
not be approached with the mentality of its being an ordinary
anniversary. The singular meaning and powerful message
of the invention of the Armenian alphabet, which became
one of the greatest revolutions in the life of our people and
which fundamentally revolutionized our national life, must
be brought under the spotlight against the imperatives
and challenges of our present life. Indeed, in the face of



the frightful current of globalization, which assimilates
cultures, destroys communities, annihilates values and
alters identities, the Armenian language must become, above
all, a sacred forge of nation building and mighty shield of
national self-defense for our people. It must remain the vital
factor authentically expressing and comprehensively giving
definition to the palpitations of our hearts, the flights of our
souls and the conceptions of our minds. Furthermore, the
Armenian language must become the unbreakable axis of the
national consciousness and the strong cement of unity of our
people scattered to all parts of the world.

The Armenian language is endowed with all these
possibilities. Therefore, the role to be played by it in
Armenian life is more critical now than at any other time. The
anguish suffered by the immortal Khachatur Abovian over
the healthy and inalterable preservation of the Armenian
language is, and must be, the anguish experienced by all
of us. Without the Armenian language, the Armenians will
get cut off from their roots, will become removed from their
identity and will become lost on the crossroads of history.
Without the Armenian language, globalization, with its
destructive values, will disfigure our profile and destroy our
“little nation” in the garden of nations.

Now, it is not enough to engage in the glorification of the
Armenian language and speak of the definitive role that the
Armenian language has had in the past. For all Armenians,
the 1600th anniversary must become a challenge to renew
their vow of loyalty to the Armenian language. Indeed,
the Christian faith, which the apostles Saint Thaddeus and
Saint Bartholomew brought to Armenia and which achieved
official status through Saint Gregory the Illuminator, took
on Armenian color and national identity in 405 by means
of the invention of the Armenian alphabet. In other words,
God spoke with us in Armenian and, through the Armenian
language we entered into live communion with God and
accepted, grasped and spread divine truths and heavenly
values among our people.

For 1600 continuous years, our church has been the
rich treasury of the Armenian language. It has also been the
strong fortress for the healthy preservation and unblemished
protection of the Armenian language. The Armenian Church
has been and remains the apostle undertaking the flourishing
and spread of the Armenian language and literature. Thus,
our church, which is faithful to the same mission, is obligated
to also display special zeal today, in terms of the constant
and proper use of the Armenian language and its pure and
unadulterated maintenance.

Therefore,

First, the 1600th anniversary must become an occasion
for our people to reassert their steadfast loyalty with
respect to the Armenian language. Indeed, we consider the
proper and authentic use of the Armenian language, with
its conversational and written forms, and especially its
constant use within our families, schools and organizations,
as well as during the everyday interrelations of our people
and, particularly, our adolescents and youths, an urgent

November 2005

necessity and imperative obligation. Let us not forget that
the degeneration of our language will also degenerate us in
the spiritual, national and cultural sense. Let us not forget
that the indifference displayed by us toward our language
will lead us toward alienation. We consider the healthy
and living preservation of the Armenian language a sacred,
top-priority and pan-national obligation for the Armenian
government, our church, and our cultural, educational and
social institutions and organizations.

Second, the 1600th anniversary must become an occasion
to underscore the pivotal role of the Armenian language
especially today, as the solid and immovable foundation of
the ethnic, national and cultural unity of our people. Due
to certain conditions, different orthographies were imposed
on our people and foreign words, linguistic forms and
expressions were adopted. The present differences existing
within our language, especially when we consider the present
geographical dispersion of our people, can bring about
breaches of division in our life. Therefore, it is necessary for
them to be rectified in stages, on a pan-national level and with
a planned approach, and for our language to be subjected to a
serious and comprehensive review and reformation. Armenia
and the Diaspora must undertake such a process jointly and
without delay, for the sake of the maintenance of the integrity
of the Armenian language and the strengthening of its unity,
as well as the guarantee of the protection of the integrity of
our people and the strengthening of its unity.

Now, it is with infinite blessing and spiritual joy that we
hail the 1600th anniversary of the invention of the Armenian
alphabet, and, with this sacred Pontifical encyclical issued
from the Monastery of the Catholicate of the Great House of
Cilicia in Antelias --

We call upon the Prelates and Executive Councils of our
dioceses, our educational, cultural and social organizations
and societies, to underscore the critical place and role of the
Armenianlanguageinthespiritual,educational, cultural,social
and public realms of our community life, with importance
and by means of special programs, plans and efforts.
We also call upon all Armenians entrusted to our spiritual
care to place value on the 1600th anniversary of the invention
of the Armenian alphabet in their individual and collective
lives, with deep awareness and special zeal.

May you live with the Lord, gain strength with the Holy
Spirit and be blessed forever.

ARAMI
CATHOLICOS OF THE GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA

This encyclical was issued

from the St. Gregory the Illuminator Cathedral of the Catholicosate
of the Great House of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon

on January 30, 2005 AD,

and the year 1454 of the Armenian calendar.

No. 3000/271.

(Translated by Aris Sevag)
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Eastern Prelacy’s National Representative Assembly
Convenes in Granite City

Archbishop Oshagan Speaks of Three Important Anniversaries and
Focuses on the 1600™ Anniversary of the Founding of the Alphabet

Mini-Symposium Celebrates the Heritage of the Armenian Alphabet

Story by Iris Papazian

Photos by Bedo Der-Bedrossian

he National Representative As-

sembly (NRA) of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America (Eastern
United States) met in Granite City, II-
linois, from May 18 to 20, at which time
clergy and lay delegates deliberated
on future programs of the Armenian
Church in America. The host par-
ish—for the first time—was St. Gregory
the Illuminator Church, a small parish
with a big heart.

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan,
the Prelate, welcomed the delegates to
the NRA with warm words of praise
and thanks to the host church and its
pastor, Rev. Fr. Serop Azarian:

“I have special words of thanks on
behalf of the Religious and Executive
Councils and all of our parishes and
faithful, to Granite City’s St. Gregory
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the Illuminator Church, to the pastor
Rev. Fr. Serop Azarian, the Board of
Trustees, affiliated and sister organiza-
tions, for their hospitality as the hosts
of this National Representative Assem-
bly, for the first time in the history of
this community.

“As much as this indicates their
preparedness and dedication, it is as
much—and more—a testimony to the
advancement and self-confidence a
number of our smaller parishes have
displayed.”

In his message to the NRA, the
Prelate noted “the year 2005 presented
to us remembrances that have profound
importance for our nation’s spiritual
advancement, collective memory of af-
fliction, and the education and training
of our clergy. In other words, 2005 is

Delegates and guests gather in front of St. Gregory the Illuminator Church in Granite City, Illinois, during the 2005 National Representative Assembly.

the 1600™ anniversary of the founding
of the Armenian alphabet, which we
mark with glory; the 90" anniversary of
the Genocide of 1915, which we mark
with remembrance; and in our more re-
cent history in the Diaspora, the 75" an-
niversary of the re-establishment of the
theological seminary of the Holy See of
Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon, which we
mark with testaments.”

A major part of the Prelate’s mes-
sage focused on the 1600™ anniversary
of the Armenian alphabet and the far-
reaching effects of this event. His Emi-
nence said,

“The purpose of St. Mesrob and
his compatriots was very clear. It was
necessary to give life to Christ's mes-
sage. Not to hear, but to live the Bible
and the establishment of the alphabet
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Archbishop Oshagan with the members of the Prelacy clergy in attendance at the National

Representative Assembly.

was a spiritual revolution for us. The
instinct of self-defense of our nation
grew to include the protection of our
religious and cultural treasures, which
we believe, can save us from all types of

. i

The Executive Council: front row, left to right: Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Rev. Fr. Nerses
Manoogian, V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Archbishop Oshagan, Richard Sarajian, Esq., Dr.
Dertad Mangikian, Bedros Givelekian. Back row, left to right: Hagop Khatchadourian, Michael
Hagopian, Stephen Hagopian, Noubar Megerian.

danger. The new Armenian was created
by the living example of the Bible and
the words and example of God’s Son.”
Describing vividly the current
challenges facing the Church, His
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Eminence said, “Much is demanded
of us. We have all willingly taken upon
ourselves the yoke of the holy mission
of the church by developing in our
prelacy religious and national educa-
tion to impel our people to the things of
highest interest. The 1600™ anniversary
commemoration of the discovery of the
Armenian alphabet must transcend
scholarly and inspirational celebra-
tions. Let us return to those times when
the Armenian alphabet together with
the Christian faith created our heroic
people and cast firm the anchor of the
existence of our people, where by liv-
ing we have found immortality.” [The
Prelate’s message in Armenian and Eng-
lish is printed in this issue—Editor].

Awards

Several important awards were
conferred during the closing banquet
on Friday, May 20, including the Man
of the Year award to Zohrab Tazian;
Eagle of the Prelacy award to Antranig
Hagopian; Youth Leadership awards
to Alison Lovett, Michelle Hagopian,
Stephen Hagopian; and Certificates of
Merit to Annette Simpkins, Edward
Haroian, Grant Korkoyan, Jeffrey
Hagopian, Melanie Keeney, Nelle Bo-
gosian and Rose Lesko.

Co-Chairmen and
Secretaries Elected

The smooth and efficient sessions
were due in part to the expertise of the
co-chairmen, Artin Dermenjian from
All Saints Church, Glenview, Illinois,
and Alan Goshgarian from St. Asd-
vadzadzin Church, Whitinsville, Mas-
sachusetts. Elected to serve as English
and Armenian secretaries respectively
were Barbara Baljian from Holy Trin-
ity Church, Worcester, Massachusetts
and Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, pas-
tor of Soorp Khatch Church, Bethesda,
Maryland.

Religious Conference

A report from the Religious Con-
ference, which took place prior to the
full Assembly was offered by Rev. Fr.
Nerses Manoogian, secretary of the
Religious Council. The report focused
on such topics as ecumenical relations,
religious education, publications, semi-
nars, ordinations, new clergy assign-
ments, and clergy candidates.
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Outreach

Message from Catholicos Aram I

A message to the Assembly from
His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia, was read to the
assembly by V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan
Tanielian.

The Catholicos expressed his pon-
tifical blessing and love to the delegates
to the NRA and expressed the wish
that the delegates “will see correctly
the challenges facing your prelacy and
develop appropriate responses and
plans.”

His Holiness also said, “As we
are constantly reminded, we live in a
world dominated by continual change,
the immediate consequences of which
we feel in all spheres of our life. The
Armenian individual, Armenian fam-

Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Executive Director of
the Armenian Religious Education Council,
presents his report.

ily, Armenian school, and Armenian
community are subject to the influ-
ences of the positive and negative con-
sequences of our life in other countries.
We cannot remain indifferent and we
have no right to remain indifferent in
the face of this reality. It is essential that
you look at the various faces in the life
of your prelacy from this perspective to
see what has the highest urgency for
serious examination. It is necessary to
get away from rigid thinking, single-
minded approaches, and traditional
courses, and to correct and complete
that which is vital and that responds
to the present conditions and needs.
We know that this is not easy work but
extremely important and urgent.”

Executive Council Report

The Executive Council report was
presented by the chairman, Richard
Sarajian, Esq. He described the various
programs, challenges and achieve-
ments during the past year, as well
as focusing on areas that need special
attention.

“This year the Prelacy succeeded
in maintaining and improving its pro-
grams as well as adding new programs.
The Council did this while maintaining
the fiscal responsibility promised at last
year’s Assembly,” he said.

Mr. Sarajian spoke about the very
successful joint commemoration of the
90" anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide in New York City. He thanked the
parishes for their support in organizing
buses to come to New York on April
24,

He especially focused on the

Participants of the mini-symposium commemorating the 1600th anniversary of the founding of
the Armenian alphabet. From left to right: Nayiri Baljian, Michael Papazian, V. Rev. Fr. Shahe
Panossian, Karen Jehanian (organizer of the event), Hratch Zadoian, and Vazken Ghougassian.
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advances made in the recruiting and
preparing of new clergymen. “Since
the election of Archbishop Oshagan in
1998, we have added eight new priests.”
He acknowledged, “we still have a long
way to go” in this and other areas, “but
we have made good progress on which
we must build.”

Mini Symposium

The Thursday afternoon session
was devoted to a mini-symposium on
the 1600™ anniversary of the founding
of the Armenian alphabet.

Organized by Karen Jehanian, the
symposium featured Professor Hratch
Zadoian who provided the keynote
address, with presentations offered by
Dr. Vazken Ghougassian, Professor
Michael B. Papazian, and Ms. Nayiri
Baljian. V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian,
pastor of Sts. Vartanantz Church in
New Jersey, offered the closing re-
marks for the symposium.

The remarks of Professor Zadoian,
of Queens College, provided the back-
ground to the presentations that fol-
lowed. He explained how “on the eve
of the development of the alphabet,
Armenia had been divided and incor-
porated into Byzantium and Persia.
What made the partition of Armenia
a greater threat to our existence as a
nation was precisely the absence of a
written language.”

Professor ~ Zadoian  concluded
his keynote address with a story he
described as “the inextricable link be-
tween the legacy of Mesrob Mashtots
and our national survival. Every time I
go to Armenia, I visit the Madenataran,
the depository of priceless manuscripts
going back to the Fifth Century. There
are incredible cultural treasures on
display, but I mainly go to see the larg-
est manuscript, the Homilies of Mush.
This is a huge book, weighing about
sixty pounds and illustrated on parch-
ment over 800 years ago. In 1915, when
Mush was put through fire and sword,
two Armenian women fleeing for their
lives decided to save the manuscript.
Too heavy for either of them, they
broke the book in two and each carried
half. They took it over the long and dif-
ficult terrain, through dangers and hor-
rors that we can scarcely imagine until,
in time, the two halves were reunited
in Yerevan. Two women, in the midst
of carnage and destruction, put their
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2006 New Items

Prelacy
Bookstore
Catalog

mebﬁwqﬁnp Juyng - U. b1 P.
Junnngp - wpn

mebﬁwq/mp 3wyng - Q. Junnnp
-2 Tup

Ywqd Lwpwlwqgy

QhG $110.00 (bnhp Iwuwnpp)
@hL YZA002

QhG $32. 00 (Uhuuﬁ 3pn 3wwnpp)
@ht YZAO

New Publication 4t and 5%
editions

4t Edition
Price: $30.00
Item #:YZA004

5t Edition
Price: $30.00
Item #: YZA005

Hand Made Artizana
Armenian Needle-Lace

Needle-lace is one of the most ancient and difficult arts. Needle-Lace does not have a support system, a fabric on which to embroider.
The main tools are the artist’s thread, needle and her imagination. The coordination of series of knots produces different patterns. White
and beige are the predominant colors used for needle-lace.

Svaz, Ourfa, Aintab, Marash, Van, etc...are Cilician and Western Armenian cities, which are occupied by the Turks since the Armenian
Genocide of 1915. These regions each had their own indigenous embroidery named after the city of origin, and passed from generation to
generation.

Aintab: The Aintab stitch is authentically Armenian embroidery. This stitch can be done both on white linen and silky fabrics, using a spe-
cial framing device. The embroiderer first stretches the fabric tightly, next pulls threads in rows out of it, then cuts and fills the empty spaces
with special stitches, thus producing rows out of it,then cuts and fills the empty spaces with special stitches, producing rows of different pat-
terns.

The embroidery of Aintab includes more then 14 types of stitches.

To place an order for hand made artizana please call the prelacy bookstore at 212-689-7810

Gift Card
Now You Can Give Gift Cards
From The Prelacy Bookstore
Request you Armenian Catalog
Just pick from one of the two designs
above and mail your check payable

GIFT CARD to the Prelacy Bookstore or call ORDER ONLINE
(212) 689-7810 and place your order www.armenianprelacy.org

over the phone. You can specify who
the gift is for and the occasion and
we can mail the gift card for you. The ~ (Armenian catalog is available for you
minimum amount that can be issued on the web as well)

is $10.

a receipt will be provided - no refunds available -
lost cards may be replaced




Art & Travel

Galichian, Rouben
Historic Maps of
Armenia:

The Cartographic
Heritage

Format: Hardcover
Price: $80.00

Item #: GREOO1

Garo Kurkman
Armenian
Painters in

the Ottoman

Karanian, Matthew &
Kurkjian, Robert

Empire Armenia &
Format: Karabagh:
Hardcover, 2 The Stone Garden
Volumes Guide

Price: $400.00 Format: Softcover
Iltem No.: Price: $25.00
KGEO005 Item No.: KKE002

Carswell, John &
Dowsett, C.J.F.
Kutahya Tiles and
Pottery From The
Armenian Cathedral
of St. James,
Jerusalem, Vol | & Il
Format: Hardcover
Price: $60.00

Iltem #: CDE034

MAP
Armenia/Karabagh
Price: $12.00

Iltem #: MAP0O1

Passages: Celebrating Rites of
Passage in Inscribed Armenian Rugs
Price: $65.00

Item No.: EMEOO1

Armenia: A Historical Atlas
Price: $150.00
ltem No.: HREOO1

The Glory of Ani:

The Millenium Celebration of the
Cathedral Ani

Price: $4.00

ltem No.: AHA002

Treasures in Heaven:

Armenian Art, Religion and Society
Price: $28.00

Iltem No.: MWEOQO1

Posters

Madonna
Enthroned Madonna
with Saints & Enthroned
Apostles Size: 27" x 14”
Size: 14" x 10” Price: $8.00
Price: $4.00 Item No.:
Item No.: PTO10 PT004
St. Hripsime St. Gayane
Size: 21" x 14” Size: 21" x 14”
Price: $8.00 Price: $8.00

Iltem No.: PT006 ltem No.: PT001

Uipgniph
. o.sa Fm.h
LC &8> [Aaw

*p o

. - r
-1 -¥F: Ui 'i' E.l!?r}!
King Trdat _' 2 _'l "'_-u..-"" _ Armenian
Size: 21" x 14” L I S |44 ‘! '! Alphabet Poster

List Price: $18.00
IltemNo.: CLD100

Price: $8.00 A o
Item No.: PT003 1 ey W ‘P_, :

Hasratyan, Murad &
Sargsyan, Zaven
1700 Years

of Christian
Architecture
Format: Softcover
Price: $75.00

Item#: HME020

Rescued Armenian
Treasures from
Cilicia

Format: Hardcover
Price: $120.00
ltem#: RLEOO1

Armenian Folk Arts, Culture and
Identity

Price: $50.00

Iltem No.: ALE002

The Bible in the Armenian Tradition
Price: $35.00
ltem No.: NVE0O2

Armenian Miniatures from Isfahan
Price: $75.00
Item No.: DSE003

Armenia: A Rugged Land, an
Enduring People

Price: $25.00

Item No.: KLE002

Treasures of the Armenian Church
Price: $22.00
Item No.: TAE0O1

Akhtamar
Price: $10.00
ltemNo.: AKH001

Price: $4.00

Iltem No.: PT009

Khodakerats
Sourp Nshan
Size: 25" x 18”
Price: $7.00

Judas’ Regret
Size: 10" x 14”

Iltem No.: PT008

Iltem No.: PT002

Khatcherian, Hrair Hawk
Karabagh: Photos for
the Independence
Format: Softcover

Price: $30.00

Item #:KHA001

Vardanyan, Rouben
From Urartu to

Armenia
Format: Softcover
Price: $65.00
Iltem #: VRE020
Katchaz
Price: $50.00

Item No.: KSE003

Armenian Gospel Iconography:
The Tradition of the Glajor Gospel
Price: $65.00

Iltem No.: MSE001

Ottoman Silver Marks
Price: $250.00
Item No.: KGE0O03

Hovanesian, Zareh

The Philatelic History of Armenia
Price: $85.00

Item No.: HZA001

Karanian, Matthew & Kurkjian, Robert
Out of Stone: Armenia & Artsakh
Price: $50.00

Iltem No.: KRA0O1

The Baptism of
King Trdat
Size: 27" x 14”
Price: $8.00
Item No.: PT005

=

- % WIE Historic Map of
Khrimian Hayrig ‘ . Armenia with Flags
Size: 14" x 10” Size: 18" x 13"
Price: $4.00 [ - ;’; E=l B3 Price: $8.00

Iltem No.: PT012

Armenian Genocide
Educational Posters
Size: 19” x 25”
Price: $30.00

for set of 5
Iltem No.: PTO11
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Uqquuunnnid (1. 3unnnp, P. 3hpp)

RhL ZAA0D4
glrfnq%a)r})%wqu Muwwnintpbwb U-k hwwnnplGbp u!;; w o (. 3unnnp, 9. Sppp)
@ht SKAQ06 Ywqld Lwpwlwqy @ht ZAA002

tunpht &1 Uinpp
Ywaqd Lwpwlwqgl

QhG $400.00 11 hwwnp
@ht AMC016/AMCO017
Uwuwntiint hwiwp hbnwdw)bbp

QhG $10.00
@ht SKA022
Yhwyppwlnu UqGuinpbwG, 2wpth Gwyu. Ubputu TGnphwih
uLqui LLupuJuLuqu hd Unopwaqhppu Fwiwnnny lnunndwGhd
QhG $10.00 Ywaql @npwlwqd (UpbLdwwhw)btinkG-UGq) Gnka)
ehL GAA002 Ghi $3.00 Luqd Pnpuljuqd
©@hL RA025 9hG $3.00
ﬁwmnhwﬁ Qupth Up @hL SSA001

i Unoptlp - U Oppﬁ%ﬂ 3wy
%m/ dtudwq npkla

U. Muwnwpwaq 3wyg. Unp. 6hknkginy
Ywqd @npwlwqd

l&FuﬁqLi quu wqu ahh $5.00
Bht AZAOOS Bhu RAO4
Jwnwnnmy tonunnywGpd Uuwnniony lvoupp — The Word of God

(UpbLGpwhw)bpka)

Unopp Stwnh U. Lepupuhp Chnphwyiny
luqui @npwlwqgu

QhG $2.00

Pht RA032

(3wjbkpkG-UGq Gpka)
Lwqal @npwlwqd
Gha $3.00
@ht RAO1



Books in English

Anush, Armen
Passage Through
Hell: A Memoir-
The Odyssey of a
Genocide Survivor
Price: $15.00

Item #: AAEO19

Bournoutian, George
The History of
Vardapet Arak’el of
Tabriz

Price: $45.00

Item #: BGEO10

Chitjian,

Hampartzoum

A Hair’s Breadth

From Death: Dadrian, Vahakn
The Memoirs of The History of
Hampartzoum the Armenian
Mardiros Chitjian Genocide

Price: $35.00 Price: $30.00

ltem#: CMEO11

1 Khachatrian, Hayk
| Queens of the
| Armenians: 150

Iltem #: DVEO11

HMAGLP

Kharpertian,
Theodore D.
Hagop: An

3 ;" i DBiographies Armenian Genocide
* Armasmsa Based on History Survivor’s Journey
and Legend to Freedom
Price: $12.00 Price: $13.00

Iltem #: KHE035 ltem #: KTEO04

Morgenthau,

Henry

United States

Diplomacy of

the Bosphorus:

Diaries of Parlakian Nishan &
Ambassador Cowe, Peter
Morgenthau Modern Armenian
1913-1916 Drama

Price: $50.00 Price: $30.00

Iltem #: SAE003 Item #: PCE0O1

Books on SALE

Hovannissian, Richard
Armenian Karin / Erzerum
Price: $25.00 $19
Item #: HRE009

Chopourian, G.H.
Blessings in Bitter Cups
Price: $20.00 $15
ltem #: CGEOO1

Dadrian, Vahakn N.

Genocide as a Problem of National
and International Law: The World War |
Armenian Case and its Contemporary
Legal Ramifications

Price: $10.00 $6

Item #: DVEO15

Horton, George

The Blight of Asia

List Price: $22.00 $18
ltem #: HGEOO1

Baibourtian, Vahan
International Trade and the Armenian

Merchants in the Seventeenth Century
Price: $25.00 $19
Item #: BVE0OO1

Kricorian, Nancy

Dreams of Bread and Fire
Price: $20.00 $15
Item #: KNEOO1

“He Has Risen!”
- -
Miniature Art Size: 16" x 117
Price: $75.00
Iltem #: GFO12L

The Transfiguration
Mixed media on paper
Size: 16" x 117

Price: $75.00

Item #: GFO12M

Mixed media on paper

A ]

Bournoutian, George
Two Chronicles

on the History of
Karabagh

Price: $35.00

Item #: BGE023

g
el k] il e e il
Nirbplaid A irnlad

Hovhannissian,
Richard

Armenian Sebastia/
Sivas and Lesser
Armenia

Price: $25.00

Item #: HREO10

Kloian, Richard D.
The Armenian
Genocide: News
Accounts from

= the American
Press, 1915-1922
Price: $35.00

ltem #: KREOO1

Sarafian, Ara

United States
Official Records

on the Armenian
Genocide 1915-1917
Price: $50.00

Item #: SAE001

Demirjian, Richard N.

The Faces of Courage Armenian World
War I, Korea, & Vietham Heroes

Price: $37.00 $29

Item #: DRE0O1

Asenbauer, Haig E. &

Papazian, Michael B. (Translator)
On the Right of Self-Determination
of the Armenian People of Nagorno-
Karabagh

Price: $15.00 $8

Item #: AHEOO1

Charanis, P., Ph.D.
The Armenians

In The Byzantine
Empire

Price: $9.00

Iltem #: PCEO11

Justice, William E.
Essential
Saroyan: A
Selection of
William Saroyan’s
Best Writings
Price: $11.95

Item #: JWE009

Melkonian, Markar
My Brother’s
Road: An
American’s
Fateful Journey to
Armenia

Price: $30.00
Iltem#: MMEOO5

Shiragian, Arshavir
The Legacy:
Memoirs of An
Armenian Patriot
Price: $18.00

Iltem #: SLE0O5

Bedrosian, Robert
Armenia in Ancient and
Medieval Times

Price: $7.00 $5
Item #:BREOO1

Atkinson, Tacy

The German, the Turk and the Devil
Made a Triple Alliance: Harpoot
Diaries, 1908-1917

Price: $20.00 $13

Item #: ATE002

Lynch, H.F.B.

Armenia: Travels and Studies
Volume 1 & 2

Price: $35.00 (each) $55 set
Item #: LHEOO1 & LHE002

The Wedding at Cana

mg e Mixed media on paper

e I | Size: 167 x 117

The Last Supper
Mixed media on paper
Size: 16" x 11.5”
Price: $75.00

ltem #: GFO12B

Price: $75.00
ltem #: GFO12J

King Hetum, Queen
Keran & Family
Glorify Christ, the
Holy Virgin & St.
John the Baptist
Mixed media on paper
Size: 16" x 11.5”
Price: $70.00

ltem #: GFO12Q



Books on Religion & Spirituality

f

Papazian, Iris (Ed.) Kochakian, Papazian, Michael
Living Faith: The Fr. Garabed (translator)
| Life and Service The Sacraments: Yeghishe -
L = of Archbishop The Symbols of Commentary on
ﬂ Mesrob Ashjian Our Faith Genesis
[ Price: $50.00 Price: $13.00 Price: $20.00

Item #: AMCO19 ltem #: KGEO12 Item #: PMEO13

D uppmmils Nadool Ll fass Bricradssit
B o Naak
Py Loy ey of ey
Maksoudian, =
V.R.F. Krikor o
Frequently Ghazarian, Barbara
Asked Descendants of
Questions about Guroian, Vigen «==  Noah: Stories of
the Armenian Life’s Living Armenian Apostolic
Church Toward Dying Faith and Heritage
Price: $15.00 Price: $12.00 Price: $14.95
Item #: MKEO11 ltem #: GVEOO4 Item #: GBE0O4
X # ey
18 U (PRI RS
m==w=—===  Dadoyan, Seta B. -ET_F
[ —— The Contribution -
g of the Armenian Dadoyan, Seta B.
i Church to A The Armenian
Koushagian, the Christian Catholicosate
Arch. Torgom I Witness in the . from Cilicia to
Via the Gospel Middle East Antelias
Price: $6.00 pE———— Price: $30.00 Price: $8.00
Item #:KTCO001 Item #: DSE002 Item #: DSE001

KAREKIN | Series Books on SALE

’IH”ay ’)’ egeg'lt[etsagan Ashijian, Arch. Mesrob
esnhagouitin The Armenian Church in America
Temker yev Nuter Price: $9.00

Price: $25.00 i A

ltem #: KAEO14 Item #: AMC012

Buildings Bridges:The Guroian, Vigen

Ecumenical Journey Faith Church and Mission
Price: $25.00 Price: $8.00 $5

ltem #: KAEO15 Item #: GVE012

Asdvadsapanoutioun

Karekin I: In His Own Words Price: $25.00
Price: $42.00 ltem #: KAEO16
ltem #: PIEOO1

Set of 5 $120
Hay Yegeghetsvo
Asdvadsapanoutiouneh Esd
Hay Sharagannerou
Price: $25.00
Item #: KAEO13

Liturgical Vessels

Memorialize Your Loved Ones With a Gift to Your Church
Qtip uhpbhGbpnLt wadke jhownwyhb wehpny Gnfuwgnigtip dtip
tltinkghh qtintighy G dGw)jnLb uwwulbpny

Talisman

— ———

Koushagian,

Arch. Torkom

Saints & Feasts of
the Armenian Church
Price: $10.00

Item #: KTEO14

The Breath of God
Price: $18.00
Iltem #: HBEOO5

Jimbashian, Manuel M.
Church State
Relations in Armenia
During The Arab
Domination

Price: $16.00

ltem #: JMEO13

Guroian, Vigen
Ethics After Cristendom
Price: $8.00 $5
ltem #: GVEO11

Calian, Carnegie

The Ideal Seminary
Price: $17.00 $13
Item #: CCE0O1

The Written Talisman, in essence
makes up a well-known part of medieval
Armenian occult literature. In turn, the
world “akhtar” comes from a middle Per-
sian root and this occurs in the Persian
language. It refers to the “zodiac” and
constellations, and later to “stars” and
“fortunes”. The text of the written talisman
is essentially composed of various invo-
cations, incantations medical formulas,
charms or oaths magic cryptography,
secret codes, and passages from the Holy
Rite. They are scrolls that range in size
from 1 meter to more than 20 meters.

The oldest written Talisman preserved
at the matenadaran dates to 1474, but the
earliest-talisman-manuscript is said to be
30 years older than the abovementioned
manuscript. It was kept in the Marchiana
Library in Venice from which it has since
disappeared.

The language of the talisman is lovely

and rich, owing to the use of many dialects and folk expressions, characteristic for the place of their
origin. This is an invaluable source of information for ethnographers and particularly for specialists

in traditional medicine. They are often adorned with miniatures. The illustrative material includes a

uyhh Upwhwiwl-fuGywiwb  dhienGwpwih wnwilh wide range of scenes depicting ritual actions, as well as characters from Old and New testaments
chalice incense holder holy chrism dispenser and other saints both Armenian and Christian in general.
Price: $1,400.00 Price: $400.00 Price: $3,000.00 Pictured is talisman N139 (460 cm x 7cm XVI c.) In the writing style of the original text, different

ltem #: GF043 ltem #: GF031 ltem #: GF036 effects are used, which must contribute to the realization of the charm.



Children’s Stories & Activity Books

Hovhannes Toumanian Series

The Stupid Man
Format: Softcover
Price: $4.00

Item # : CLD032

Format: Softcover
Price: $6.00
Item #: CLD052

Vosgi Garaseh
Format: Softcover
Price: $6.00

Item #: CLD141

Sak Aradsogh Aghchige

Gigosi Maheh
Format: Softcover
Price: $6.00

Iltem #: CLD142

Louseresen ou
Varteresen
Format: Softcover
Price: $6.00

Iltem #: CLD053

Paregentaneh
Format: Softcover
Price: $6.00

Anpan Hourin
Format: Softcover
Price: $6.00

Item #: CLD049

Dern ou Dsaran
Format: Softcover
Price: $6.00

Item #: CLD048

Soudakhoseh
Format: Softcover
Price: $6.00

Item #: CLD047

Dern ou Dsaran
Format: Softcover
Price: $6.00

Item #: CLD048

Soudakhoseh
Format: Softcover
Price: $6.00

Item #: CLD047

Price: $3.00

Price: $3.00

Dsovinar

Price: $3.00

Sanasar Yev
Baghdasar

Price: $3.00

Alphabet Book

Format: Softcover
. Price: $15.00

Item #: CLD092

Format: Softcover
Price: $12.00
Iltem #: CLD091

- = H Abrah
Bible Society Series A 250
; i e Item #: RA038

. | Enger Meh Polorin Hamar
Price: $2.50
Item #: RA037

Amenazor Pergicheh
Price: $2.50
Item #: RA036

Dzenav Takavor Ellalu Hamar
Price: $2.50
ltem #: RA035

B pagipi Bga guemnsen
o Bt AL AL

Coloring & Story telling (Armenian) Series
Nativity-Ascension

Price: $8.00 for set of 5

Item #: SAPO3

Item #: CLDO38A

Sanasar Yev Baghdasar Il Aryouds Meher
Format: Softcover

ltem #: CLD038B

s | Aryouds Meher

Format: Softcover

Item#: CLD0O10

Format: Softcover

Item#: CLD015

Format: Softcover

Iltem#: CLD037

Ayb Abourin (Ayb for Soup): A Bilingual Armenian

Fire and Water, Sister and Brother: An Armenian Myth

ltem #: CLD050

Sanasar Yev Baghdasar Vishabakagh Vahakn Tork Ankegh Sanasar Yev Baghdasar IV
Format: Softcover Format: Softcover Format: Softcover Format: Softcover
Price: $3.00 Price: $3.00 Price: $3.00 Price: $3.00

Item #: CLDO38E

Sanasar Yev Baghdasar lll Aryuds Meher Il
Format: Softcover Format: Softcover
Price: $3.00 Price: $3.00

Item #: CLDO38F Item #: CLDO38H

Item #: CLD038C Item #: CLD038G

Format: Softcover
Price: $3.00
Item #: CLD038D

Sassountsi Taviti Sasountsi Taviti Yev Tavit Yev Khantout
Mangoutiouneh Mesrah Melikin Format: Softcover
Format: Softcover Geriveh Price: $3.00
Price: $3.00 Format: Softcover Item#: CLD035
Item #: CLD030 Price: $3.00

ltem#: CLD029 Im Kayles
Sassountsi Tavitin Format: Softcover
Badanioutioune Movses Khorenatsi Price: $4.00
Format: Softcover Haygagan Item#: CLD017
Price: $3.00 Avantaveber
ltem#: CLD031 Format: Softcover

Price: $5.00
Pokr Meher Item#: CLD036
Format: Softcover
Price: $3.00

Item#: CLD033

Tell Me Who Your Friend Is: An Armenian Folktale
Format: Softcover

Price: $12.00

Item #: CLD090

Dsallabadig
Format: Softcover
Price: $15.00
Iltem#: CLD004

Lorigeh Yev Gentaninereh
Price: $12.00
Item #: CLD105

Lorig & Nareg

-3 L

i
- -
e ]

Naregin Baladeh
Price: $12.00
Item #: CLD099

Naregin Yerazeh
Price: $12.00
Iltem#: CLD106

Lorin Yev Naregeh Hayastani Mech
Price: $15.00
Item #: CLD118

LBSBRE Wb

Coloring & Story telling (Armenian) Series

Nativity-Jesus 12years-old-John the Baptist-Jesus and Peter-
Jesus heals the leper-The Good Samaritan-The Passover.
Price: $8.00 for set of 7

Item #: SAPO1



Ghazarian, Vatche Collodi, Carlo

Children’s Pinocchio’s
Encyclopedia Adventures

of Armenian (western
Christianity Armenian trans.)
Format: Hardcover Format: Softcover
Price: $26.00 Price: $10.00

Item #: CLD012 Item#: CLD055

Y Va

I’ Jﬂl":l Ty

' Children’s Bible
For All Ages: 365
Stories
Format: Hardcover
Price: $25.00
Item #: CBA0O1

Lagerlof, Selma
The Wonderful
Adventures of Nils
Format: Softcover
Price: $10.00
Item#: CLD054

Children’s CD

Nvair & Friends

Donadzar: New Year’s and
Christmas Songs in Armenian for
Children and Their Families

Price: $18.00

Iltem No. CD093

Nvair

Ari Mer Doon
Price: $15.00
Item No. CD110

Taline

Oror: Armenian Lullabies for Little
Angels

Price: $15.00

Iltem No. CD127

Taline

Ourakh Or
Price: $15.00
Iltem No. CD017

Taline

Im Kntag
Price: $15.00
Item No. CD128

Armenian

Alphabet Armenian
Blocks Alphabet
Price: $12.00 Puzzle Game
Item#: Price: $18.00

CLDO001

wunen | bu-doogh
I Discover Armenian

A Rich Language Gateway to the Nation’s
Memory and History. Features: More
than 3000 words, over 5000 Exercises,
phrases for everyday life, reference .
grammar, online and talking dictionary, f

~ Interactive graphics interface, audio,

. traditional Armenian songs, history,

| culture, art, music, religion and literature,

ltem#: CLD112 | b g doumpmy | impscpps

=il amhd!r:ncrhﬁﬂm“nﬂ

Chahinian, Krikor
Bijou

Format: Softcover
Price: $5.00

Item#: CLD056

Markarian,
Marianne

The Pesky Bird
Format: Hardcover
Price: $16.00
Iltem#: CLD059

Ara Kekedjian

Children’s Songs (3 CD Box Set)
Price: $36.00

Iltem No. CD145

2 Mayrer: Children’s Songs in
Armenian

Price: $15.00

Iltem No. CD016

Diane Silva Haroutunian
Gakavik: Educational and
Traditional Songs for Children
Price: $15.00

Iltem No. CD092

Alexan Menakian & Tatev
Children’s Choir
Children’s Songs

Price: $15.00

Iltem No. CD0O77

Harout Pamboukjian
Hay Palignerin
Price: $15.00

Item No. CD019

Puzzle
== Wios Price: $7.00

frust

Place Mats (Set of 4)
Written in Armenian

- and English in addition
ot to the transliteration
in English. Each
placemat is designed
in colorful pictures

comprehensive primer, easy to navigate.
Format: CD ROM

Price: $49.99

Item No.: CLD059

of fruits, vegetables,
animals and colors
Price: $25.00
ltem#: CLD026

- Item#: CLD110

Crimes Against
Humanity and
Civilization

The Genocide of
the Armenians
Price: $25.00

esssseeess——— |tem#: CLD107

Kassouny, Janet
Mangagan
Ashkhar Ou
Pem

Price: $10.00
Item#: CLD023

g+ W Manoukian, Seta
Kassouny, Janet Mangagan Magnet
Hink Djoudignereh Ashkhar Ou Armenian llluminated
Formag Softcover Pem Alphabet L Dominos
Price: $10.00 Price: $16.00 Price: $3.00 e Price: $45.00
ltem#: CLD003 ltem#: MSE014 —_— i ooz il e ltem#: GF094

Vaco
Khaghavayr
Price: $15.00
ltem No. CD088

Maral Maralig
Price: $15.00
Item No. CD134

Children’s Songs: Patilner
Price: $18.00
Iltem#: CD020

Yerketsek Mishd Manougner
Price: $15.00
ltem #: CD208

Nor Darvan Yev Sourp Dsenentian
Yerker

Price: $15.00

Item #: CD209

Let’s Play Together

Price: $15.00
Item #: CD207

Taline DVD’s

EF

Ih:- Tﬂ."’:'l’
L
Taline
Let’s Sing &
5 Dance
qft.'.,-ﬂ’.'.‘___., Price: $25.00
gach = Item#: DD002

Taline and
Friends
Let’s Play
Togetger
Price: $25.00
ST ™ tem # DDO10

-}

il iy g '



Armenian Music
F

Jivan Ga¥paryan

Tribure

CD’s on
SALE

Adiss

Djaheloutioun Vol.26

List Price: $15.00
Iltem #:CD030

Adiss

$12.00

Ashoun E Ashoun Vol. 13

List Price: $15.00
ltem #: CD177

Adiss

Karoun Karoun
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD188

Andre

It’s Me

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD182

$12.00

$12.00

$12.00

Anush & Inga Arshakyan
We Are These Mountains

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD116

Aram Asatryan

$12.00

The Best of 1989-2002

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD034

Aramo

Yerani

List Price: $15.00
Iltem #: CD179

Ardzagank Show
World Hits

List Price: $18.00
Iltem #: CD137

Armen Movsisyan
Khelar Im Yerk
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD131

Arsen Grigorian
Mrro

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD195

Arsen Sarafian
You Went By
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD162

$12.00

$12.00

$14.00

$12.00

$12.00

$12.00

Sirusho
Sheram
Price: $15.00
Iltem #: CD228

Rouben Matevosian
Sayat Nova & Folk
Songs

Price: $15.00

Item #: CD227

Ner_sik Ispirian

J
Price: $15.00
Item #:CD224

Jivan Gasparyan
Tribute: To Innocent
Souls Lost to World
Atrocities

Price: $16.00

Iltem #:CD183

Datevik

Stage to Stage
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD123

$12.00

Arthur Ispirian
Asum En Te

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD197

$12.00

Arthur Ispirian
Three Candles
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD215

$12.00

Bambir

Blind Alley

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD190

$12.00

Chookasian Concert Ensemble
Avantagan

List Price: $15.00
Item #:CD226

$12.00

Chookasian Concert Ensemble
Echoes from the Past/
Artsagankner
List Price: $15.00
Item #:CD225

$12.00

Datevik

Listen to My Heart
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD049

$12.00

Datevik

Ballads from the Black Sea
List Price: $15.00 $12.00
Item #: CD043

Harout Pamboukjian

Hit Romances of Harout: 50 Years
List Price: $18.00 $14.00
Item #: CDO51

Edgar Gyanjumyan

New Century Songbook

List Price: $15.00 $12.00
Iltem #: CD161

Elvina

For Love

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD212

$12.00

Forsh

The Night

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD168

$12.00

Manuel
Golden Hits
Price: $15.00
Item #:CD219

Georgi Minasian
Sere Chi Dzeranoum
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD198

$12.00

Haiko

Romance

List Price: $15.00
ltem #: CD176

$12.00

Harout Pamboukjian
25 Dance Hits

List Price: $18.00
Item #: CD029

$14.00

Harout & Ruben

Yerke Nayev Aghotk E

List Price: $15.00 $12.00
Item #: CD186

Hasmik Karapetyan
Rain

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD172

$12.00

Hooshere
Provenance

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD148

$12.00

Khachatur Avetisyan
Khachatur Avetisyan
List Price: $15.00

Item #: CD057

$12.00

Khatchig Zenian

20 Italian Romantic Memories
List Price: $15.00 $12.00
Iltem #: CD106

Krist Manaryan

The Starry Night Songbook
List Price: $15.00 $12.00
Iltem #: CD180

Lilit Pipoyan
Lialousin

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD056

$12.00

Marine Ales

My Poplars

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD213

$12.00

Mister X

Kou Achkereh
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD060

$12.00

Sirvart Karamanuk
Memories of Love
Price: $18.00
Item #:CD141

Nersik Ispiryan
Haverj Hokiner
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD157

$12.00

Paul Baghdadlian
Best of Paul

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD178

$12.00

Ruben Hakhverdian
Midnight

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD059

$12.00

Ruben Hakhverdian

Erevantsi: Anthology 1968 2001
List Price: $15.00 $12

Item #: CD064

Silvi

Karapneri Tagouhi
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD084

$12.00

Shushan Petrosyan
Im Anush Hayrenik
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD187

$12.00

Shushan Petrosyan
Depi Yerkir

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD085

$12.00

Shushan Petrosyan & Marine Ales
Reflections

List Price: $15.00 $12.00
Item #: CD150

Stepan Lousikian
Nor Hayastan
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD202

$12.00

Tata

The Best of Tata
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD026

$12.00

Vahe

Someday | Will Return Somewhere
List Price: $15.00 $12.00
Item #: CD211

Varduhi Vardanyan
Disarray

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD154

$12.00

Zareh

Ten Songs Written in
the Midst of Nights
Price: $15.00

Item #:CD223

Manvel Beglaryan
Legacy

Price: $15.00

Item #:CD222

Ruben Hakhverdian
Yerg

Price: $15.00

ltem #:CD105

Various Artists

Armenian Hit Romances
List Price: $18.00 $14.00
Iltem #: CDO78

Various Artists

Khachatur Avetisyan

In Memoriam 1926-1996

Most Popular Armenian Songs Vol.1
List Price: $18.00 $14.00
Item #:CD166
Vol. 2

List Price: $15.00
Iltem #:CD165
Vol. 3

List Price: $15.00
Item #:CD167

$12.00

$12.00

Various Artists
Astgh 4

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD086

$12.00

Various Artists
Asdgh 6

List Price: $15.00
ltem #: CD139

$12.00

Various Artists

Hot Dance Mix Vol. 3
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD053

$12.00

Various Artists

Hot Dance Mix Vol. 4
List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD054

$12.00

Various Artists
Love Songs

List Price: $15.00
Item #: CD135

$12.00

Various Artists
New Generation
List Price: $18.00
Item #: CD103

$14.00

Various Artists
Rabiz Top Hits XV
List Price: $15.00
Iltem #: CD111

$12.00

Various Artists

Sayat Nova: Contest for the Best
All-Armenian Songs Vol. 1 or 2
List Price: $18.00 $14.00
Item #: CD159



Armenian DVDs

Arachin Siro Yerkeh
Price: $18.00
Iltem #: DD016

Harsnatsun Husisits
Price: $18.00
Item #: DD020

Armenian Cultural

Jirayr H. Zorthian
His Life in His Words
Price: $25.00

Item #: DD014

Armenian VHS-Video

Fouey Tt

MUSA BAGH

Forty Days of
Musa Dagh
Price: $30.00
Item #: VD001

L | Armenian Youth
Chorus

Price: $20.00
Iltem #: VD016

Menk Yenk Mer
Sarereh

Price: $18.00
Iltem #: DD017

Nune Yesayan
Nune
Price: $25.00

Item #: DD003

Collection Lucy Janjigian
“Treasures” Songs & - Journey to
Dances from Armenia Resurrection
Price: $20.00 (S Ay Price: $18.00
Item #: DD012 ——— |tem #: DD013

National Academic
Theatre of Opera and
Ballet of Armenia
Anoush

Price: $ 25.00

Item #: VD002

Jesus: The Life of
Jesus
Price: $25.00
ltem#: VD023a
(Western Armenian)
VD023b
(Eastern Armenian)

Khoshor Shahum
Price: $18.00
Iltem #: DD018

| Hate Dogs /
Back to Ararat
Price: $25.00
Item #: DD008

d PR L

Barekamutiun
Dance Ensemble
Price: $18.00

Iltem #: DD015

Aghaghagogh Kareri
Yergire: A Pilgrimage
to Western Armenia
Price: $20.00

Item #: VD003

The Armenians - A
Story of Survival
Price: $25.00

Item #: VD010

Mer Mangoutian
Tangon

Price: $18.00
Iltem #: DD019

Kohar
Symphony
Orchestra and
Choir

All Time
Armenian
Favourites
Price: $35.00
Item #: DD009

Khachaturian -
A film about
one composer’s
life and music
during the
great Soviet
experiment
Price: $35.00
Item #: DDO11

Jirayr Hamparzoom Zorthian was born April 14, 1911 in Kutahya, Turkey, of Armenian parents. At the age of three, he showed considerable talent in drawing
and painting. His works are on record from that time on. He went through two Turkish massacres before age eight. He left Turkey at age nine with his family and
spent a year in Padua, Italy, waiting for his visa to open to the United States. This period was very important in his life because his father took him to many cities
in Europe and exposed him to great works of art. He arrived in the United States at the age of eleven and settled with his family in New Haven, Connecticut.
He obtained his formal education there. After graduating from Yale, the Winchester Fellowship granted him a year and a half at the American Academy in Rome
with travel and study throughout Europe. His art career branched into various directions on his return to the United States. As a mural painter his reputation was
established. He has forty two (42) murals throughout the United States. Other aspects of his art career included forty seven years of constructing and designing
buildings. He is an architecture and design consultant.

Baghtasar Aghpar
Price: $22.00
Item #: VD004

Bahanchvum E Setakhos
Price: $22.00
Item #: VD005

Krounk - Traditional Armenian Dances
Price: $18.00
Iltem #: VD009

Muronortnek Anteliasi Mech - May 26,2001
Price: $18.00
Item #: VD024

Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia
Mission of Faith

Price: $18.00

Item #: VD025

Yergou Vehapar Hayrabedneroun
Oukhtagnatsoutiouneh Der Zor April 23-
25, 2001

Price: $18.00

Item #: VD024

Hayaski Oughevorutioun
Price: $15.00
Item #: VD027



Gifts with an Armenian touch

)._

| Toothpick
Container
Format: Clay
Price: $10.00

Set of 6
Napkin
Rings

Item #: GF112

Item #: GF016

Decorative Plate
Format: Porcelain
Price: $28.00
ltem #: GF120

Armenian
alphabet
carved

on board
assembled
with painted
miniatures
blocks
Format: Wood
Price: $70.00
Item #: GF080

Khachkar

Format: Pear wood
Dimensions: 9.5” x 4”
List Price: $20.00
Item #: GF054C

Armenian Alphabet
Medium: Pear wood
Dimensions: 12" x 5”
List Price: $15.00

Format: Clay
Price: $32.00
ltem #:GF108

Salt Container

Price: $25.00 Now $15.00

Pepper Container

Price: $22.00 Now $11.00
4

Format: Porcelain
Price: $20.00
Iltem #: GF118

Tevavor Khachkar
Format: Walnut wood
Dimensions: 12.5” x 6”
List Price: $50.00

Hand Made
Coffee Cup
Format: Clay
Price: $15.00
Item #: GF109

Hand Made
Tea Cup
Format: Clay
Price: $20.00
Item #: GF110

Dozen Pari

Yegak Armenian Hand made

Coffee Cups & Eye-glass
Saucer Case
Format: Porcelain Format: Cloth
Price: $27.00 Price: $6.00
ltem #: GF125 ltem #: GF121
Hand made
Cosmetic’s
Tea Bag Strainer Case
Format: Porcelain Format: Cloth
Price: $15.00 Price: $35.00
Item #: GF119 Item #: GF115
Ef,‘r’,?]‘;‘t’:'p'égfﬁvg';f{ Tevavor Wall Cross
Dimensions: 10" x 5” Format: Walnut wood
List Price: $12.00 Dimensions: 13" x 6”
ltem #: GF053 List Price: $32.00
Iltem #: GF084
Tevavor Khachkar
Format: pear wood
Dimensions: 6” x 4”
| List Price: $9.00
Item #: GF153
The Baptism i
of Jesus il The Crucifixion
Format: Wood k 1 Format: wood
Price: $30.00 Price: $20.00
Item #: GF069 gl |tem #: GF057

God Bless

Our Home

Format: wood Jewelry Boxes
Price: $43.00 Format: wood
Item #: GF124 Price: $18.00

ltem #: GF029



Christmas Tree
Ornaments
A-Bell
B-Pomegranate
C-Ball

Format: Miniature
painted on Wood
Price: $10 Each
Item #: GF151

Christmas
Candle
Holder
Format: hand
carved wood
Price: $40.00
Item #: GF074

Armenian Miniature
Framed

Format: Wood and Clay
Price: $35.00 (large)
Price: $28.00 (Medium)
Item #: $GF025

Monasteries
and Churches
Hand Painted

.l—I-l- iy =l
Ji ik~
-’c--

on Obsidian
g Price: $30.00
f Item #: GF101
Dogign " 0P LEHL 1-. BT b
Cone ,ﬁm F T e
; b Churches”
Format: hand + 3 +-' + AP * Table Cloth The Ten
carved wood ; : : ® Format: Cloth Commandments
Price: _$32.00 Price: $60.00 Obsidian
Iltem #: GF073 ltem #: GF107 Price: $20.00

Item #: GF103

The Bread of Life
Encouraging
words from the
Holy Scriptures

Price: $12.00 Small Back Pack Large Back Pack
ltem #: GF122 Price: $20.00 Prica: $35.00
Item #: GFO06 ltem #: GF072
Wooden
Pomegranate
Necklace
Price: $5.00
Item #: GF067
Obsidian Key | Walnut Cross
Chain ~ " I Necklace
Price: $4.00 AL L. . ! Price: $10.00
Item #: GF032 = | Silver Key Chain: ltem #: GF156
- A-Ourakh Yeghek Derochmov ’
Pomegranate | B-Hisus Gu Ka,
Key chain C-Asdvads Ser Eh \éV:&cliaegeJar
Price: $6.00 Price: $7.00 Each * Price: $5.00
Item #: GF155 Item #: GF123 k Item #: GF159
Talisman Pendants
Price: $8.00
Item #: GFO71
Wooden Nested
Treasure
Necklace Fruit of Life
Price: $15.00 A Pomegranate Pendant
Iltem #: GF005 Pendant Format: bronze
Format: bronze Price: $60.00
Wooden Cross Price: $60.00 Item #: GFJ02
Necklace Item #: GFJO1
Price: $5.00
ltem #: GF157

Talisman
Pendant
Format: bronze

Tree of Life Nexus

Price: $60.00 Pendant Pendant

ltem #: GFJ04 Format: bronze Format: bronze
Price: $60.00 Price: $60.00
Item #: GFJO3 Iltem #: GFJO5



Cookbooks

Persian

Cookbook

ol
TREASURED W SRR
ARMENIAN MIDDLE Xt
RECIPES =
) Treasured Armenian

Recipes

Format: Softcover
Price: $20.00
Item #: AGB001

Linda Shirinian
Secrets of Cooking:
Armenian, Lebanese,

Format: Hardcover
Price: $30.00
= ltem #: SLE0O1

Anahid Doniguian
Anahid’s Gourmet

_ Format: Hardcover
Price: $70.00
Item #: DAEO14

Alice Antreassian
& Mariam Jebejian
Classic Armenian
Recipes: Cooking
Without Meat
Format: Softcover
Price: $20.00

Item #: AAEOO4

A

.

e

' ©* Barbara Ghazarian w
. Simply Armenian: .
Naturally Healthy .
Ethnic Cooking 3
Made Easy -

" Format: Softcover 4
Price: $17.95 -

Gpwd2nwliwe Shpptp

GytnGgwywh
Gpwdunniphih

UqGwinpbw, 2upbkh Guu.
Cwpwlwl Uypph bwa
bwhwwnwljwg

Ywagl @npwlwaqd

Qha $10.00

@ht MUOO7

GYUiwGwa, Uwlwp
Gpalignnniphilp Unpny
Nuinwpwah 3uyg. Unwp. U.
Gybnkginy

Ywql Lwpwlywqd

QhG $30.00

@ht MUO15

Undhunwu Ywpnwuwbun
Gpqlignnniphilp Unpng
MNuinwpwaqp 3wyg. Unwp. U.
bl/bqbgmj (Uﬁpm/uuu 1974 b1

Lu,uqu laquumqu
Qha $

Pht MU019
Ywql Lwpwlwqd
GhG $30.00

@ht MUO19

Fuwywuwinwlbuyg 6YEnkginy
U. 3unnnp UGSh Mwhng
Uppulhlibp

Lwqu' [Anpwlwquy

Gha $30.00

@ht MUO17

Juywunwbbuwyg 6Yytnkginy L.

Junnnp, Utwq Cwpwp
Ywaqld Lwpwlwquwyi
Gha $35.00

@ht MUO0O6

Juwywunwbbuwyg 6Ytnkginy
Q. 3unnnp, Utwq Ophlnippil
Ywaqld Lwpwlwquwy

ghh $22.00

@ht MU005

Gpqupwababp

U EpuwGbw, Uhpdwpn
hd bGp Quplwl
Yuwql @npwlwql

GhG $15.00

@ht MUO0O4

uwy Muwnwbbwg Juwylp
Ywqd @npwlwqd

QhG $4.00

@hL MUO12

Utip 3pG Gpabinp — CaGunpuwGh
Ywqd @npwlwqd

ghG $15.00

@ht MUO13

UGdnnwg Gpgtin
luuqu fanptuuuqu]
Qha $

BPh MU014

bd Untuw Lbn
Yuwql Pnpwlwql
Ghh $4.00

@ht MU020

Item #: GBE002

Tess Mallos

The Complete Middle
East Cookbook
Format: Hardcover
Price: $30.00

Item #: MTE002

Chpwly bpowpwl PhHt 5 (1959)
Lwqul' @npwlwaqy

Gha $4.00

@ht MA0O1

Chpwly Gpqwpwh @he 21 (1981)
Lwqy @npwlwaqd

QhG $8.00

@ht MA009

Chpwly pqupwl (1988)
Lwql @npwlwaqd

QhG $8.00

@ht MA003

Chpwly Gpqupwl (1989)
Lwql @npwlwaqd

Qh0 $6.00

@ht MA0O5

Chpwy MYwypngwywh Gpqupwh
Ywagl [@Anpwlwqd

Qh $6.00

@ht MA002

Chpwl Gpqupwl 1992
Lwqul' @npwlwaqy

Gha $12.00

@ht MA004

Chpuwily Gpquipw B 27
Lwqul' @npwlwaqy

Qha $10.00

@ht MAOO7

Chpwly pqupwi b
Gpwdynwlwh Updwquiliq
Bt 29 (1998-1999)

Lwqul' @npwlwaqy

QhG $12.00

@ht MAOO6

Chpwl bpouipwi b
Gpwdinwlwb Updwquiliq
Pht 30 (1999-2001)

Ywagl @npwlwqd

Qh $14.00

@ht MA008

Chpwly Gpqupwl bi
Gpwdanwlwb Updwquiliq Pht
31(2003)

bwqy laquumqu

9ha $12.00

@ht MA013

Alice Antreassian
Armenian
Cooking Today
Format: Softcover
Price: $22.00

Iltem #: AAEOO6

Recipes: Our
. Culinary Treasures
Volume Il
* Format: Softcover
Price: $20.00
Item#: KAS001

The Armenian Table
Format: Hardcover
Price: $30.00

Item #: WVE0O01

Ohwnksbwa, Aphgnp
Moy Gnwanyl
Ywql Pnpwlwql
Gha $8.00

@ht MUO11

Gpwdnwlwh
SophaniuGbp

GplwObwh, Gpniwn
Uligbwy h NpdGwGlywnpbp,
Unihp Epqswfunidph bi
GpabhnGh Jwdwp
Lwqd @npwlwql
gha $7.00

@ht MUO03

tddhGwh, Ywhpwya
Gpbp Gpgbip MwpbGwhh
Layepwlygmipbwdp
Ywql @npwlwqd

Gha $7.00

@ht MUO16

Eudhbwa, dwhpwd
Gpbp buinnplbip, Unihp
Qupbwlph 3wdwp
Yuwqgl @npwlwqd

Ghh $5.00

@ht MUOO1

Eduhbw, dwhpwa
Ltppnn Shpng” Ubp @plifishl
Ywqd @npwlwqd

QhG $7.00

@hL MU024

UwGunipbw@, Shqpw
QunpGwh Gpabtp

Yuwqgl Pnpwlwql

Ghh $7.00

@ht MUO10

Utnpwybwa, UGnpwy
2npu ludpbpg

Ywqd @npwlwqd
gha $7.00

@ht MUO02

UbinpwltwG, Uenpwy
Uppwqul UnGwp 61 UppuquiG
Lwfubpqulp &1 lvniuwlniwq
Ywqd @npwlwqd

Gha $7.00

@ht MUO18

Victoria Jenanyan Wise

A8 Alice Bezjian
The Complete
Armenian
Cookbook
Format: Hardcover
Price: $30.00
Item #: BAE002

Rose Baboian
Armenian-
American
Cookbook
Format: Hardcover
Price: $12.00

Item #: BRE0O4

GpwdnnLpbwh
Mwuwniniphth

Ppnunbw, 8hghihw
Upguwfubw Nght
Gnwdynnipbwl hph Uty
bwql Lwpwlwqd

Qha $7.00

@ht MU022

CwhOwquwnbw, U. U.

lvwqbph Yndhunwubwl
dbpowlnipbwl Swypnbniphiln
Lwagl Lwpwlwqud

Gha $15.00

@ht MUOO8

Uwjywp-bnyw - Uppny b1
Upnwpnipbwl bpghsp
Ywqgl @npwlwql

Gha $5.00

@ht MA020

Ohwkdbwh, Aphgnp
«Ulidhlp Unihpbwyp >
Cwpwlwln

Lwaql [@npwlwaqd

Qh0 $15.00

@ht PKA002

Ohwkdbwh, Gphgnp

3wy Snunpnfuwlwl 6pgbipniG
Stnp 3wy 6pwdynnipbwl
Nuiindmpbwl Ukp

Ywql @npwlwaqd

Gha $20.00

@hL MU009

Ohwnksbwl, phgnp
Snhgnp Lupklwgh
Cwpwlwlwaqh™n
Ywqu' [@npwlwaqy
QhG $6.00

[@ht PKAOO1



Tri-Color Souvenirs

USA/
Armenia Tricolor Tricolor Tricolor
Pin Necktie Necktie Necktie
Price: $3.00 Price: $36.00 Price: $36.00 Price: $36.00
Item #: AR08 Item #: AROTA Item #: ARO1B Item #: ARO1C
ALL ©TEEHY
Tricolor Tricolor Tricolor WL L TEWLE  parking
Tricolor Pin ' Patch Keychain Keychain H Sign
Price: $3.00 Price: $2.50 Price: $4.00 Price: $3.00 Price: $6.00
Item #: AR0O9 Item #: AR02 Item #: AR10 Item #: ARO7 b= = ===_ |tem # AR13
- L]
Y OAEMEMIA
- o
L =
= =
&
. USA/ L
Tricolor Armenia Auto Grill Tricolor Car
Decal Decal Plate Banner
Price: $1.00 Price: $1.50 Price: $15.00 T = Price: $4.00
Item #: AROS Item #: ARO6 Item #: AR12 e Item #: ARO3
Tricolor
Flag with
Stand Remember Genocide
(Obsidian Tricolor Tricolor Magnet Tricolor Magnet
Base) plate decal 7.25 x 3.5 inches 7.25 x 3.5 inches
Price: $9.00 A I:l M E N l Price: $3.00 Price: $8.00 Price: $8.00
Item #: AR16 Item #: ARO4 Iltem #: AR20A Item #: AR20B

Armenian Flag 8" x 12"
Price: $5.00

ltem #: AR15
Flag Base
Price: $2.00
Item #: AR18
Armenian Flag 4" x 6”
Price: $3.00
Armenia Item #: AR19
Decal Flag Base
Price: $3.00 Price: $1.00
Iltem #: AR11 Item #: AR17
- , - -
Children’s T-Shirts & Bodysuits
YES HYE.. “Yes Hye Judig "ES HYE i ! “Yes Hye Tsakoug
Em” T-Shirt Em” T-Shirt
Size & Price Size & Price
12mon-$10.00 12mon-$10.00
18mon-$11.00 18mon-$11.00 - = “Lokhum”
24mon-$12.00 24mon-$12.00 — et b Bodysuit
2T-$13.00 27-$13.00 Price: $10.00
3T-$14.00 3T-$14.00 Sizes: 12mon-
4T-$15.00 4T-$15.00 18mon-24mon
T Item #: CLD139A Item #: CLD139B Item #: CLD140F
1 ENOW MYy ... “IKnowMyAyp ==
Pen Kim” T-Shirt * “Hamov” T-Shirt I i
Size & Price Size & Price | e o~
12mon-$10.00 | i @y 12mon-$10.00 i
18mon—g11.00 E rll '.H""'f 18mon—§11.00 ” “Keesher
24mon-$12.00 ! 1 24mon-$12.00 e T Paree” Bodysuit
2T-$13.00 2T7-$13.00 HE.E!‘“':F F‘d e Price: $10.00
3T-$14.00 O 3T-$14.00 v 3 Sizes: 12mon-
4T-$15.00 4T-$15.00 e 18mon-24mon
Item #: CLD139C d

Item #: CLD139D

Item #: CLD140E



Quantity Item Number / Descrintion Price

Shipping & Handling $3.00
Add $1.00 for each additional item

Total:

Shipto

Name:

Street: Apt.:
City:

State: Zip:

Tel: (req)

E-mail:

Make checks payahle to: The Armenian Prelacy Bookstore, Mail to: 138 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016




own lives in greater danger by carrying
and protecting this large burden, try-
ing to bring it to safety. I do not know
anything about these women; I do not
know even if they were literate. But I
know that they understood that we sur-
vive as a nation not only in flesh and
blood, but in our spiritual and cultural
heritage.”

The presentation by Dr. Vazken
Ghougassian, the Executive Director
of the Prelacy, was entitled “Written
on Stone: The Armenian Heritage of
Stone Epigraphy.” Through his nar-
rative, accompanied with slides, Dr.
Ghougassian showed the importance
of preserving Armenian epigraphic
heritage. He emphasized, “the urgency
for systematic collection and publica-
tion of Armenian lapidary inscriptions
wherever possible, be it in Armenia or
anywhere in the world. In the present
age of technology, these inscriptions
should be saved and made accessible to
scholarship because they might always
be subject to vandalism and in some
countries to state organized destruc-
tion.” A striking example of this is the
cemetery of Old Julfa on the banks of
the River Arax on the border between
Iran and Nakhichevan. In recent years
the cemetery, with all of its monuments
and epigraphic history was reduced
to piles of gravel by the Azeris,” Dr.
Ghougassian said.

Dr. Michael B. Papazian, Associ-
ate Professor of Philosophy at Berry
College in Rome, Georgia, provided a
survey on “Themes in Armenian Chris-
tian Literature.”

Professor Papazian focused on
one representative each of three genres
or kinds of writing that are common
in Christian literature: hagiography,
refutation of heresies, and biblical
commentaries. The three authors he
focused upon were Agantangeghos,
Eznik, and Stepanos Siwnetsi.

He concluded with the hope that
his presentation provided a “better
idea of the wealth of the Armenian
Christian tradtion.” He noted that
although several of these works have
been translated and are available to a
wider public, the amount of translated
Armenian Christian literature is much
less in comparison to the much better
studied Greek and Latin traditions.”
Noting that even the Syriac tradition is
more accessible to the modern English

November 2005

Ladies Guild members headed a team of miracle workers who each day prepared three meals and snacks

for the delegates and guests.

All of the attending clergy participated in the Divine Liturgy Thursday evening, celebrated by Rev.
Fr. Aram Stepanian.

reader, he expressed the urgent need
to make our literature more widely
available and ended with, “Perhaps the
best tribute to the anniversary of the
Armenian alphabet and the beginnings
of Armenian Christian literature would
be just such an endeavor to reveal our
literary treasures to the world.”

The final presentation was made
by Ms. Nayiri Baljian who presented
a PowerPoint presentation, “Under-
standing the Divine Liturgy.” Ms
Baljian’s work-in-progress is a cohesive
and comprehensive understanding
of the liturgy presented in a way that
can be absorbed and appreciated. As
she explained: “This semester, for my
thesis project I undertook to write a
handbook on the Badarak that a typical
lay member of the Armenian Church in
America would be able to learn about

the Christian faith in general and about
our unique Armenian Apostolic wor-
ship of God.... It is my prayer that with
any variety of tools and techniques
and with proactive work on the part
of our priests, deacons, trustees, and
lay ministers we will help our people
to understand the Badarak, so that the
glory of the Lord will be fully present
among us.”

All of the presentations are on the
Prelacy’s web page (www.armenianpr
elacy.org).

National Association of
Ladies Guilds

Concurrent with the NRA, the 224
Annual Conference of the National
Association of Ladies” Guilds (NALG)
took place. The Guild had two days
of activities that included their annual
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Outreach

meeting and presentations by Richard
Avodoian, a human resources con-
sultant, and Richard Asadorian who
spoke about the production of rugs.
Elections

As a final duty the delegates elected
members of the religious and executive
councils. Elected to the religious council
were V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, pas-
tor of Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridge-
field, NJ, and Rev. Fr. Aram Stepanian,
pastor of St. Asdvadzadzin Church,

relationship with two prelates. The
delegates expressed appreciation of
his exceptional service with a standing
ovation.

In his closing remarks Archbishop
Oshagan noted that the assembly is
over but “your job, as delegates, has
just started. You are the ambassadors
of your communities and you have to
go back and fulfill the decisions that
were made here. We have a great task.
We all need to make sacrifices in order

Rev. Fr. Serop Azarian, offers his words of welcome to the delegates and guests.

Whitinsville, MA. Re-elected to the
Executive Council were Bedros Givele-
kian, St. Sarkis Church, Douglaston,
NY, and Noubar Megerian, St. Gregory
Church, Philadelphia, PA; and elected
to the Executive Council was Jack Mar-
doian, All Saints Church, Chicago, IL.
Elected to serve as world delegates
were the following twelve individuals:
Vahram Danielian, Artin Dermenjian,
Sarkis Garibian, Haigaz Grigorian, Mi-
chael Hagopian, Onnic Marashian, Jack
Mardoian, Zohrab Tazian, Judge Sarkis
Teshoian, Richard Sarajian, Stephen
Hagopian, Dertad Manguikian.

Assembly Concludes

Delegates whose terms of office
ended and who are not eligible for
re-election were invited to address the
Assembly, including David Karapetian,
Stephen Selverian, Ayda Karian, and Lt.
Col. George Rustigian.

Richard Sarajian, outgoing chair-
man of the Executive Council, reflected
on his experiences beginning with his
first year as a delegate in 1984. He re-
called current and past delegates who
made an impact on him as well as his

22

pation. He also thanked the represen-
tative of the Armenian Relief Society,
Janet Haroian, and the Hairenik Asso-
ciation, Haig Oshagan.

He also expressed thanks to An-
tranig Boudakian who has successfully
chaired the annual raffle campaign for
the last five years.

The Prelate thanked Richard Sara-
jian, and recalled memories of meeting
his father thirty years ago. “Now when
I'see Richard and Ken I am reminded of
that old and true adage: The apple does
not fall far from the tree. Richard is the
one who put our financial house on
track. Dear Richard, you gave so many
months of your life. You did it because
of your love for the Church. From the
bottom of my heart and on behalf of
His Holiness, I thank you.”

Closing Banquet

The 2005 NRA officially came to an
end with the closing dinner attended
by delegates and community members.
The dinner took place in the beautiful
community center of the host church.
Richard Sarajian served as the master
of ceremonies.

Jack Mardoian, incoming chairman of the Executive Council, addresses the NRA.

for us to achieve our goals.” He again
expressed thanks to the pastor, board
and delegates of St. Gregory Church,
the ladies guild and entire congrega-
tion for the exceptional job they did
in organizing the NRA. “You are no
longer a small community,” he said,
“You grew up!”

His Eminence thanked the repre-
sentative of the Diocese, Mr. George
Marifian, for his presence and partici-

As noted at the beginning of
this article, various awards were
given during the closing banquet. The
popular Youth Leadership Awards
are presented to young people who
show outstanding leadership qualities
through their community involvement.
Archbishop Oshagan presented three
such awards to: Alison Lovett, Michelle
Hagopian, and Stephen Hagopian.

His Eminence presented Certifi-



Archbishop Oshagan reads the letter of commendation from His Holiness Aram I in recognition and
appreciation for the years of dedicated service by Richard Sarajian, Esq., outgoing chairman of the

Executive Council.

cates of Merit to seven parishioners of
the Granite City parish: Annette Simp-
kins, Edward Haroian, Grant Korkoy-
an, Jeffrey Hagopian, Melanie Keeney,
Nelle Bogosian, and Rose Lesko.

Pontifical Message of Blessing

Archbishop Oshagan read a pon-
tifical message in appreciation of the
devoted service of Richard Sarajian
to the Prelacy. As he had done earlier
in the day, His Eminence praised Mr.
Sarajian for the time and effort he has
given to the Prelacy for so many years.

Prior to the reading of Vehapar’s
message, a slide presentation on Mr.
Sarajian’s life and service was present-
ed by his brother-in-law and friend,
John Daghlian.

Man-of-the-Year

Each year the Prelacy honors a
man or woman of the year. This year’s
recipient of this important recognition
was Mr. Zohrab Tazian, who has been
a supporter of the Armenian Church at
all levels. Archbishop Oshagan noted
that although Zohrab lives in a commu-
nity where there are hardly any Arme-
nians, let alone an Armenian Church,
he has been one of the staunchest
supporters of the Church on a national
and international level. “Zohrab has
utilized his engineering background to
help in the building of many of our new

churches,” the Prelate said.

In presenting the award Arch-
bishop Oshagan said he felt the award
should say a Man for All Seasons. “We
became friends in the 1970s—I saw him
immediately as a true Armenian—and
through the years he has remained a
close friend to me and the Armenian
nation, church and the prelacy.”

Mr. Tazian’s life is a true Horatio
Alger story. From very humble begin-
nings and periods of hardship, today
he is a successful entrepreneur based
in the Fort Wayne, Indiana region. Mr.
Tazian accepted the award with words
of thanks and tribute to his family and
especially his wife, Naomi.

Eagle of the Prelacy

The coveted Eagle of the Prelacy
award was presented to Antranig
Hagopian in recognition of his out-
standing service to the Armenian
Church and especially the greater
Granite City community.

Jack Mardoian spoke about Mr.
Hagopian and the award. “The Eagle
of the Prelacy award was introduced
about three years ago and since that
time only a few people have been hon-
ored. It is an extra special award given
to individuals who are superlative in
everything they are involved in partic-
ularly in their church community. To-
night we present this award to a person

November 2005

Archbishop Oshagan presents a gift to
Richard Sarajian.

who very much exemplifies these attri-
butes. My first encounter was review-
ing documents of the original church
in this community and the signatories
on the deed. I have gotten to know
him over the years. He is a worker and
believes in putting everyone around
him to work. Equally important is not
only the time and effort he has put in
this community, but also he has taken

Antranig Hagopian receives the Eagle of the
Prelacy award.
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Prelacy’s Annual
Raffle Drawing
Enriches Many
Educational Programs

Once again the FEastern
Prelacy’s annual raffle program
was a great success thanks in large
part to the chairman, Mr. Antranig
Boudakian. Mr. Boudakian has
chaired the raffle committee for
the past six years and has made
impressive gains in attracting sup-
porters to the program.

The drawing took place at the
conclusion of the closing banquet
of the annual National Representa-
tive Assembly, which was hosted
by St. Gregory Church, Granite
City, Illinois.

The winners were: First prize
($5,000), Haig Khararjian, Rad-
nor, Pennsylvania; Second prize
($3,000), Gourgen  Grigorian,
Bethpage, New York; Third prize
($2,000), Edward Bekian; Fourth
prize ($1,000), Avedis Kaspar-
ian, Olney, Maryland; Fifth prize:
($1,000), R. Balian, J. Hamasian, T.
Kostegian, A. Miranian, Alexan-
dria, Virginia.

The funds raised through the
raffle are allocated to the Prelacy’s
various religious and language
programs for the youth. “Without
this extra financial resource we
would be unable to offer the type
of programs we currently main-
tain,” said Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan, the Prelate. “We are
very grateful to Antranig Bou-
dakian for his extraordinary and
impressive results during the past
five years,” said the Prelate.

For his part, Mr. Boudakian is
quick to credit the many faithful
and loyal supporters of the Prelacy
who, realizing the importance of
the success of the raffle campaign,
rally around the effort and help to
bring it to a successful conclusion.

Mr. Boudakian has agreed to
chair the raffle committee again for
the 2005-2006 effort. As he tells raf-
fle buyers it is a “win-win” situa-
tion. While having the opportunity
to win one of the top cash prizes,
you know that win or lose the
money raised is helping education
programs so vital to the vibrant fu-
ture of the Church. *
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Mpr. and Mrs. Zohrab Tazian with Archbishop Oshagan. Mr. Tazian was the Prelacy’s

2005 Man-of-the Year
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the time to raise a family that continues
to reflect the ideals of the Armenian
church. He is the godfather of this
church; he is in the building eight days
a week—seven days is not enough.”

The Prelate presented the award to
Mr. Hagopian and said, “I came to this
community almost thirty years ago and
saw a man named Antranig working; I
came thirty years later and I saw a man
named Antranig still working in this
community.”

Mr. Hagopian accepted the award

with deep thanks. “I had compatriots
who are in this room tonight who
worked right alongside of me.” To
those who tell him to “slow down” he
said, “The only person who can tell me
that I am not going to work anymore
is the man upstairs. As long as I am
physically able I will continue to serve
this church and community.”

Earlier in the day the delegates
from Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridge-
field, New Jersey, invited the NRA to
New Jersey for the 2006 Assembly. %
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Message to the National Representative Assembly [translation]

by Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate

We greet all of you with our fatherly love on the occasion
of the National Representative Assembly (NRA), of the
Eastern Prelacy, with the heartfelt wish that our meetings
during the coming days will be productive, practical and
helpful as we examine the work accomplished during the
prior year and set our horizons for our forthcoming year.

I'have special words of thanks on behalf of the Religious
and Executive Councils and all of our parishes and faithful,
to Granite City’s St. Gregory the Illuminator Church, to the
pastor Rev. Fr. Serop Azarian, the Board of Trustees, affiliat-
ed and sister organizations, for their hospitality as the hosts
of this National Representative Assembly, for the first time in
the history of this community.

As much as this indicates their preparedness and dedi-
cation, it is as much—and more—a testimony to the advance-
ment and self-confidence a number of our smaller parishes
have displayed. Words of appreciation also to our faithful
people, who keep the Church of St. Gregory the Illuminator
alive and vital with their presence and participation.
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I welcome the representative of the Eastern Diocese of
the Armenian Church, Mr. George Marifian. Please extend
my best wishes and brotherly love to His Eminence
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian and to the Diocesan Council.
We are pleased and happy to have your presence at this
Assembly during the next few days.

Dear Delegates,

The year 2005 presented to us remembrances that have
profound importance for our nation’s spiritual advancement,
collective memory of affliction, and the education and train-
ing of our clergy. In other words, 2005 is the 1600th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Armenian alphabet, which we
mark with glory; the 90th anniversary of the Genocide of
1915, which we mark with remembrance; and in our more
recent history in the Diaspora, the 75th anniversary of the re-
establishment of the theological seminary of the Holy See of
Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon, which we mark with testaments.

From these three important commemorations, we decid-
ed to focus on the 1600th anniversary of the founding of the



Armenian alphabet here at this Assembly, because we see
in this anniversary the miraculous transformation that it
created. Through the invention of the Armenian alphabet the
Armenian people received a new image, a unique identity
and the means to create new and noble directions.

Naturally, we are not going into deep historical details
here of how St. Mesrob Mashtots created the Armenian
alphabet, implemented the translation of the Bible, nurtured
Armenian literature, opened schools and gave our Christian
people a unique and final imprint. In the fifth century our
spiritual and intellectual environment received new direction.
After the changes brought about by Christianity, the creation
of the Armenian alphabet united Christianity and the new
Armenian, who remained physically and anatomically tied
to their inherited heritage, but spiritually and intellectually
became combined with the Bible and the way of living and
thinking transmitted by Christianity.

What happened in the fifth century? Why did the
invention of the Armenian alphabet occur and what result
did this have in the collective life of our people?

Mesrob Mashdots’s biographer, Goriun, very clearly
describes Mesrob Mashdots’s spiritual turbulence and
resentment at the sight of the inability of the children of the
Armenian nation, which was the first to accept Christianity,
to understand the fountainhead of Christianity—the Bible.
The services in church, the hymns, prayers, Bible studies
all took place either in Greek or Assyrian. The Christian
Armenian did not understand the readings, nor anything that
took place. The infiltration of Christianity in the Armenian
soul was indispensable. In other words, Christianity was
clothing which we put on, which could one day be taken off.
The founding of the Armenian alphabet, the translation of the
Bible and other religious sources, Armenian education, the
Armenian school were the reasons that in a very short time
the clothing of Christianity became the color of our skin from
which it was impossible to separate, just as it is described by
the historian Yeghishe, when relating the story of the heroes
of Vartanantz and their understanding of Christianity, only
45 years after the founding of the Armenian alphabet.

The purpose of St. Mesrob and his compatriots was very
clear: It was necessary to give life to Christ’s message. Not
to hear, but to live the Bible and the establishment of the
alphabet was a spiritual revolution for us. The instinct of
self-defense of our nation grew to include the protection of
our religious and cultural treasures, which we believe, can
save us from all types of danger. The new Armenian was
created by the living example of the Bible and the words
and example of God’s Son. And it is not accidental that the
letters created by St. Mesrob reached us in a miraculous way
(at least that is what we believed). The angel’s hand wrote
the Armenian alphabet. A miracle happened. God interceded
in the life and future of the Armenians, and brought from
the sky the miraculous work of the alphabet. We, the 1600-
year generations that followed Mesrob Mashdotz did not
see the hand of the angel. But is not the survival of this
small, weak nation, oppressed by an Empire, trampled and
massacred by barbarian invaders, a miracle? Perhap’s God’s
thoughtful plan? Even if we are skeptical and do not believe
in the miraculous creation of the Armenian alphabet, is our
development and progress because of that alphabet a miracle?
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The genesis of the Armenians, our identity and the defense of
that identity, in spite of all the destructive occurrences—is
that not a miracle? We saw the effects of that miracle from
the founding of the alphabet up to this day in our cultural
creations, the heroic confrontations during war, the faith
in our resurrection during the massacres, and our people’s
triumphant future filled with firm hope and resolve.

In order to bring together our thoughts, I want to raise
some basic aspects that are the products of the invention of
the alphabet.

1. In order to understand properly the impact of the
creation of the alphabet, we have to turn the pages of
history back to when the Armenian world officially adopted
Christianity in 301 AD. With our conversion, no matter what
reasons given by historians, the Armenians proclaimed their
subservience to Christ. We saw in Christ the natural picture
of our national life, thought, understanding and philosophy
and once we professed Him as our Lord, we remained faithful
to Him and to the biblical principles. The Bible did not only
preach faith; it also formed our character and thinking. Our
mind and tongue, our judgment and inter-relationships
were molded on the teachings of Christ; and we became
good and adaptable to conditions—not as slaves, not as a
people void of vitality. On the contrary, our creative abilities
became more fluid. We saw that the victory of our struggle of
endurance and survival was in our cultural treasures, turning
Armenianism into the axis of our family and collective
education. It was in this way that our families remained
Armenian Christians, by appropriating the Christian faith
and expressing it in a practical way, while stressing and
keeping all of the Armenian’s qualifications, which became
our endurance, our weapon in our struggle against all types
of destructive and degenerate attacks.

The poet Barour Sevag in his understanding of the
Armenian people appropriately pictures our people; he sees
in them the inventor, the good, the durable, the grateful, and
the proud:

In our centuries of life

When we have been numerous

And have been strong,

We did not oppress other nations.

No one has suffered because of our power.

If we have enslaved:

Only with our books.

If we have ruled:

Only with our talent.

11 of this is not accidental. Neither is it obligatory. The

picture of our soul and mind with our biological genes
are a model of Christ and His Gospel. Being like Christ,
looking at the world like Christ, and to interact with those like
us. In plain words, our Christian faith and the strength that
came from it, we transformed into an instinct of self-defense.
There we found refuge. With that we were saved. Otherwise,
like others—poor and barefoot in spirit and mind—we were
going to be forgotten in the pages of history and relegated
to museums. We accepted the destruction, the murders and
massacres as a crucifixion with Christ, and turned our belief
in His Resurrection into determination and strength for
survival.
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2. The Armenian Church received the discovery of the
Armenian alphabet as a means and used it to establish our
Christian identity. Who could have perceived the hopeless
state of the Armenian people who had accepted Christianity
better than Mesrob Mashdots? Christ was officially accepted
but our people did not completely understand. The
Bible, ceremonies, and prayers were in foreign language,
uncommunicated, not immediate. It was essential to make
Christ speak Armenian, to make clear the message of the
Gospel, and communicate it to the Armenian spirit which
was ready to accept the truth and principles of Christianity
and to cement them with its essence, expression, and life.
It was necessary to mix the Christian faith with the native
qualities of the Armenians. The new Armenian was created,
building his history by his own power.

The Armenian Church understood the discovery of the
Armenian alphabet in this way. It believed the servant of the
Church, St. Mesrob Mashdots, to be the bearer of the miracle
of the Armenian alphabet, which armed us, protected us,
and as a nation made us invincible. And once the anchor of
the Armenian people became unshakeable and unbreakable
and strengthened in a way, the centuries, with their evils,
shattered against the granite of our will, the geniuses who
soared strengthened the national and spiritual stronghold
of the Armenians. The Armenian Church, which has mixed
together the Christian faith and national culture, served our
people, secured their existence, and protected their identity,
and enriched and expanded its mind and spirit.

It became lord of its people, taking care of its people in
the form of a servant.

3. All this took place in Armenia. Our house of faith and
culture was built on Armenian soil. The Christian virtues
took shape in our villages and towns. There stone became
church and khachkar, song became sharagans and meghetis, ink
became books and illuminated manuscripts. And the faith
especially, the will to live. Faith and language had created
a strong Armenian who, with his sweat built his fatherland,
and with his blood defended it. All of this took root in the soil
of Armenia. Through St. Mesrob Mashdots, the immovable
Armenian was built, like the rocks of Ararat, straight and
strong, against which all kinds of calamities came to strike
and break.

But it is natural and accepted that this understanding
changed ninety years ago, when the Genocide of 1915
expelled our people from its cradle of birth, growth,
development, establishment, creation, and struggle, and
turned us into a people scattered throughout the world.
New understandings and equations were born for becoming
and remaining Armenian. The discovery of the Armenian
alphabet shaped the Armenian, his character and way of
life. In the first decades after the Genocide he remained
Armenian (though certainly the pain, denial, suffering,
and exile changed a part of his psychology). But today,
willingly or not, new conditions and circumstances resound
terribly, because the Armenian people are losing one of their
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powerful uniting forces, the Armenian language. There is no
doubt that we must all join to preserve our language. One
of our supreme responsibilities to our new fatherland is to
the Armenian language. This is the message that is struck
into the consciousness of every faithful Armenian who is in
turmoil with the Armenian voice and suffering, whether that
Armenian is in America or France, Argentina or Germany,
Russia or the Middle East, or anywhere else.

And it is precisely here that the Armenian Church must
find its true and faithful accomplishment of its goal. Before the
Genocide, the children of the Armenian people were united
by two forces—the Church and language. Today even more
the obligation of strengthening the unity of the Armenian
people is placed on the shoulders of the Church. There is no
doubt that independent Armenia has the accomplishment of
this goal today, which is gradually becoming clear, in both the
fatherland and in the diaspora. In the present world, political
relations and obligations are much more complex than before
due to political, diplomatic, and economic causes, and the
many and diverse problems and conflicts that our fatherland
faces have not even become visible, and must be crystallized
and have proper resolution. In the face of this reality, the
Church must have greater awareness of its mission, which
faces many obstacles, difficulties, and new conditions. How is
it necessary to confront secularism, not to speak of unbelief?
In what spheres in the life of our nation must it accomplish
its goals, and with what capital? Must it extend its mission of
spiritual and national education for all, as it did in the past,
or is it necessary to entrust this goal to the state in Armenia
or other organizations in the diaspora in the face of diverse
conditions and circumstances?

Much is demanded of us. We have all willingly taken
upon ourselves the yoke of the holy mission of the
church by developing in our prelacy religious and national
education to impel our people to the things of highest
interest. The 1600" anniversary commemoration of the
discovery of the Armenian alphabet must transcend scholarly
and inspirational celebrations. Let us return to those times
when the Armenian alphabet together with the Christian
faith created our heroic people and cast firm the anchor of
the existence of our people, where by living we have found
immortality.

The Armenian language must not be understood simply
as a means of communication in the way in which we learn
another language to communicate with people who speak
that language. Besides being a means of communication, the
Armenian language has a profound wisdom and value for
Armenians. In the Armenian language is our logic, legacy,
philosophy, way of life, cultural heritage, and the soaring
spirit. We are the Armenian language with our entire identity
and essence.

Let us preserve it. Let us defend it. *

(Translated by Iris Papazian)



Prelacy Sponsors 19th Annual
St. Gregory of Datev Institute Summer Program

4/ T think Datev is a great program,

and I am definitely coming back
next year,” was one impression from
a second year student who attended
the 19th annual week-long St. Gregory
of Datev Institute Armenian Christian
Studies Program, sponsored by the Ar-
menian Religious Education Council of
the Eastern Prelacy. Many similar posi-
tive impressions were heard during the
educational and fun-filled week that
spiritually rejuvenates all who attend
and reunites old friends in a healthy,
safe, Armenian Christian environment.
Most participants who attend for the
first time return the following years
to complete the full four-year program
and many come back as post-graduate
students. This year, the Institute had
75 students (ages 13 and over), from
14 parishes, and seven clergymen un-
der the directorship of Very Rev. Fr.
Anoushavan Tanielian, the Vicar Gen-
eral, who gathered at the St. Mary of
Providence Center in Elverson, Penn-
sylvania, for the “Datev Program,” as
popularly known, July 3-10, 2005.

The program began on Sunday,
July 3, in the evening with prayer by
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Participants at the 19" St. Gregory of Datev Institute Armenian Christian Studies Program, St.
Mary of Providence Center in Elverson, Pennsylvania, July 3-10, 2005.

Hayr Anoushavan, after which Deacon
Shant Kazanjian, the director of AREC,
began the orientation. To set the tone
for the week, Dn. Shant stressed the

The graduates of the Institute with Hayr Anoushavan, Dn. Shant, and Dr. Arsen Mekaelian (left to
right): Natalia Sadaniantz, Jacques Minoyan, Sareen Garabedian

three key objectives of the program,
namely, learning, prayer, and fellow-
ship. Then, students from each of the
following parishes were introduced:

St. [lluminator’s Armenian Cathe-
dral, New York City, 6 students; St.
Gregory Armenian Church, Philadel-
phia, PA - 13 students; Sts. Vartanantz
Armenian Church, Providence, RI — 12
students; St. Sarkis Armenian Church,
Douglaston, NY — 10 students; Sts. Var-
tanantz Armenian Church, Ridgefield,
NJ - 10 students; St. Gregory Armenian
Apostolic Church, North Andover, MA
—7 students; St. Paul Armenian Church,
Waukegan, IL — 5 students; St. Asd-
vadzadzin Armenian Church, Toronto,
Canada - 2 students; Sourp Hagop
Armenian Church, Montreal, Canada
— 2 students; Holy Trinity Armenian
Church, Worcester, MA - 3 students;
St. Stephen’s Armenian Church, Water-
town, MA - 2 students; Sourp Khatch
Armenian Church, Washington, DC -1
student; Holy Cross Armenian Church,
Union City, NJ — 1 student; St. Sarkis
Armenian Apostolic Church, Pasadena,
CA -1 student.

There were 23 first-year students,
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A scene from Evening Service

16 second-year students, 10 third-year,
and three fourth-year students (gradu-
ating class), as well as 23 postgraduates.
Each student received a folder which
included their schedule for the week,
educational resources, and guidelines
to facilitate their stay at the Center.
Students attended classes Monday
through Friday from 8:30am to 12:
20pm. In all, there were 100 distinct
50-minute sessions for five levels of
study, which covered a variety of top-
ics such as Bible Study, Prayer and Life,
Interpretation of Badarak, Youth and
Values, Interpretation of the Bible, The
Sacraments, Armenian Language and
Culture, and other historical, religious

——ii

The faculty of the St. Gregory of Datev Institute
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and cultural classes.

During their free time, the stu-
dents enjoyed sports activities includ-
ing swimming, soccer and volleyball.
And on Friday evening the highly
anticipated talent show was held under
the directorship of Ms. Jeanette Nazar-
ian, where “datevazies” showcased
their many and varied talents in and
through Armenian song, dance, music,
poetry and acting.

The Educators
The Instructors of the Institute this

year were Very Rev. Fr. Anoushavan
Tanielian, Very Rev. Fr. Shahe Pan-
ossian, Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Garabe-

o L T
P

Rev. Fr. Paul Tarazi, Professor of Biblical
Studies and Biblical Languages at St. Viadimir's
Orthodox Theological Seminary (NY), presented
a mini-course to the college-age students on
St. Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. In
addition, he held a two-hour session with the

clergy.

dian, Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, Rev.
Fr. Nerses Manoogian, Rev. Fr. Sarkis
Aktavoukian, Dn. Shant Kazanjian,
Dn. Arsen Mekaelian, and Ms. Jeanette
Nazarian.

A prominent biblical scholar, Rev.
Fr. Paul Tarazi, Professor of Biblical
Studies and Biblical Languages at St.
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Semi-
nary (NY) was a guest instructor who
taught a 4-hour mini-course to the col-
lege-age students on St. Paul’s first let-
ter to the Thessalonians and held a spe-
cial two-hour session with the clergy.
The students were very impressed with
the presentations. This is what James
Haddad, a postgraduate student, said
about Fr. Tarazi, “... his lecture was
very intense and the two-hour period
flew by.” The lectures were informa-
tive and enlightening, and provided
a fresh viewpoint from which to see
the Apostle’s Letter. In addition, there
were four guest lecturers: Rev. Fr. Bed-
ros Shetilian, Rev. Fr. Nareg Terterian,
Dn. Carlo Bayrakdarian, M.D., and Mr.
Haroutune Misserlian.

On Monday July 4, Datev held
its annual Independence Day picnic,
catered by Mrs. Asdghig Kazanjian,
owner of “Armenian Delight.” The dat-
evatzies were graced by the presence



Hayr Shahe teaching Armenian Church history to the third year students.

of His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan, the Prelate, who joined them
in the fellowship.

The seven-day program came to
a close on Sunday, July 10, with a cel-
ebration of the Divine Liturgy (Soorp
Badarak) at St. Gregory the Illumina-
tor Armenian Church in Philadelphia
on Sunday, followed by a luncheon,
graciously provided and served by
the Artemis Chapter of the Armenian
Relief Society.

Datevatsis enjoy their free time with a ball game.

Thank you

A program of this scope was only
made possible through the collabora-
tion of AREC, the parishes, parents,
volunteers and many organizations.
They all deserve acknowledgement
and thanks for their efforts and time
and support. The Institute would like
to express its deepest gratitude to the
instructors for their labor of love, to the
parents for entrusting their children
to the Institute for a week of spiritual

Datevatsis show their sense of humor during the
five-legged race.
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formation. The following Datev par-
ticipants provided invaluable services
as supervisors and counselors: Dn. Dr.
Arsen Mekaelian, Mr. James Haddad,
Mr. Arek Hamalian, Mr. Vicken Rach-
douni, Mrs. Siroon Kojakian, Ms. Ta-
leen Kupelian, Mrs. Martha Mekaelian,
Ms. Martha Mekaelian Jr., Mr. Mikhail
Mekaelian, and Jeannette Nazarian.
Thanks is due to those Datevatzies
from the NY-NJ area who volunteered
many hours at the AREC office weeks
prior the program — Lousine Galoyan,
Mary Gulmezian, James Haddad, Ta-
leen Kupelian, Mardo Piranian, and
Mgo Pirnanian. Many thanks to those
parishes that subsidized a portion of
the expense by providing scholarships.

The Institute extends its apprecia-
tion to the Pashalian Family Education
Fund for the donation of $2,000. The
Institute thanks the following generous
supporters: The Prelacy Ladies Guild
(PLG), the Artemis Chapter of the Ar-
menian Relief Society, Mrs. Asdghig
Kazanjian, Mr. and Mrs. Noubar Me-
gerian and Dr. and Mrs. Vahan Kouy-
oumdjian. Thanks also to the following
donors: Mr. and Mrs. Gary Garabedian,
Mr. and Mrs. George Semerdjian, Mr.
and Mrs. Garbis Garboushian, Mr. and
Mrs. Ralph Jehanian, Mr. and Mrs. Za-
ven Oranjian.

Anticipation is already growing
for next year’s 20th anniversary cel-
ebration of the Datev Institute (July
2-9, 2006), for which plans are under
way. *

A group of boys enjoying Armenian barbecue
during the 4th of July picnic.
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News from the
Catholicosate

Representative of Archbishop of Canterbury
Visits Cilician Catholicate in Antelias

Fr. Anthony Ball, the representative of Archbishop
Rowan Williams of Canterbury in the Middle East, visited
the Catholicate of Cilicia on June 17, 2005. He was greeted by
Bishop Nareg Alemezian, Ecumenical Officer of the Catholi-
cate.

Bishop Alemezian and Fr. Anthony consulted on various
ecumenical issues of interest to the Armenian and Anglican
Churches. They discussed the possibility for the continuation
of the official theological dialogue initiated between the East-
ern Orthodox Churches and the Anglican Church.

Fr. Anthony was part of an Anglican delegation that vis-
ited Deir Zor in April on the occasion of the 90" anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide.

Ordinations in Antelias

Twenty seminary students were ordained as clerics and
deacons at St. Gregory the Illuminator Cathedral in Antelias,
Lebanon, in June. Rev. Fr. Tatoul Anoushian, a member of the
brotherhood of the Constantinople Patriarchate conducted
the holy mass. The sermon was delivered by Bishop Kegham
Khatcherian, primate of the Diocese of Lebanon, who spoke
about the traits of people who dedicate themselves to serve
the church. “Every one of you was granted the right of service
to the church on a certain level. Each right assumes an obliga-
tion. That obligation being your dedicated service to the holy
church of God. Today you climb the first stairs of this service,
so you can reach higher levels in the future,” he said.

Following the liturgy, the newly ordained servants of the
church proceeded to the Veharan (Catholicosal residence and
administrative center), where they received the blessings of
His Holiness Aram I. The Catholicos advised them to prepare
themselves for higher service. “Your study years at the semi-
nary open up our church’s and nation’s treasury. You will
have to gain so much from these years, so you can enrich our
people in the near future on both ecclesiastical and national
levels through the riches you acquired,” he said.

Aram I Addresses Conference in Geneva

His Holiness Aram I addressed an international inter-
religious conference in Geneva in June. Speaking about the
role of religions in a new world context, the Catholicos who
is the Moderator of the World Council of Churches (WCC),
said: “Religion has become a major player on the global
scene. Religion has no identifiable boundaries; it has become
omnipresent in society and integral to our public and private
life. For some, religion is in process of self-articulation and
is becoming more relevant by adapting to the new world
context, while for others, the credibility of religion itself is at
stake. The historical circumstances and tremendous changes
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taking place in our societies call the religions to engage in a
critical process of understanding. Clearly, return of religion
and return to religion are facts of life.”

More than 150 representatives of various religions and
countries attended the conference, organized by the WCC.

During this conference, His Holiness responded to a
comment made by a Turkish professor who said: “Religions
should not educate new generations with hatred towards
other nations.” His Holiness responded: “It is true that love,
mutual understanding and respect should be the basis of
education by all religions. But the collective memory of a
nation should not be forgotten; its suffering should not be
forgotten; should not neglect the violation of justice and hu-
man rights.”

Catholicate Participates in Conference
On World Mission and Evangelism

The conference on World Mission and Evangelism of
the World Council of Churches took place in Athens in May.
The theme of the conference was “Come Holy Spirit, heal and
reconcile. We are called by Jesus to become reconciling and
healing communities.”

Bishop Nareg Alemezian, ecumenical officer of the Cath-
olicate, and Bishop Khoren Doghramdjian, Prelate of Greece,
attended the conference on behalf of the Catholicate.

Partsrapert Gospel is Placed in
Genocide Museum in Deir Zor

His Holiness Aram I placed a facsimile copy of the fa-
mous “Partsrapert” Gospel in the Genocide Museum in Deir
Zor, during his pilgrimage to the site on the occasion of the
90* anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.

The Catholicos described this work as one of the master-
pieces of Cilician miniature art and said, “This Gospel is a si-
lent witness which has escaped the Turkish sword and passed
through the Deir Zor desert. Those who saved this Gospel
from destruction before they saved their lives, no longer exist
today. But the remains of thousands of our victims, whom the
Gospel accompanied through this desert, rest here.”

The facsimile limited edition of the Partsrapet Gospel
was published by the Cilician Catholicate several years ago
and has become a coveted possession for collectors and the
faithful. For information about the Partsrapet Gospel call the
Prelacy Bookstore, 212-689-7810.

New Plaque is Dedicated on
Genocide Monument in Bikfaya

As part of the commemorations of the 90" anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide, the Catholicate of Cilicia installed a
new plaque on the Armenian Genocide monument located on
the grounds of the St. Asdvadzadzine Monastery in Bikfaya,
Lebanon. Originally constructed in 1969, the monument ini-
tially had inscriptions in two languages, Armenian and Ara-
bic. The inscriptions lacked the words “genocide” and “Turk”
because the Lebanese government at the time prevented their



usage, giving way to pressure by Turkey. Upon the initiative
of His Holiness Aram I, a new plaque with inscriptions in Ar-
menian, Arabic, and English with reference to the genocide
by Turkey was installed.

The monument was constructed by Lebanese-Armenian
artist, Zaven Khedeshian. It was severely damaged during
the Lebanese Civil War. It was completely reconstructed in
1996.

Catholicos Aram I, in Deir Zor, Calls for Justice

Addressing thousands of Armenians from all parts of the
world gathered in the desert of Deir Zor, His Holiness Aram I
called for justice for the Armenian nation. His Holiness began
his remarks by first honoring the memory of the one and one
half million martyrs.

“Itis a plain fact,” His Holiness said, “that the Armenian
Genocide, the first genocide of the 20* century, was carefully
planned and systematically executed by Ottoman Turkey.
The relics that are displayed in the church and in the chapel,
as well as hundreds of thousands of relics that were found in
the sands of this desert are eloquent and tangible evidence of
the massacres committed in this very place by the Ottoman
army under the pretext of deportation.”

Leading thousands of pilgrims, His Holiness prayed for
the Armenian martyrs on the sands of Deir Zor, which in his
words are “imbued with the blood and faith of the Armenian
Martyrs.”

The chapel and monument in Deir Zor was constructed
in 1991 through the efforts of the Cilician Catholicate and the
Diocese of Aleppo, at the site of the mass graves of the Arme-
nian victims.

In a symbolic gesture, His Holiness baptized two chil-
dren in the Euphrates River, and performed a water blessing
ceremony. “In 1915 this river, where thousands of children
perished, became a symbol of the death of the Armenian
people. Today it symbolizes the renaissance of the Armenian
people,” the Catholicos said.

Catholicos Aram Congratulates New Pope, Benedict XVI

On the occasion of the election of His Holiness Benedict
XVI as Pope of the Roman Catholic Church, His Holiness
Aram I offered congratulations with the following message:

“Your Holiness: It is with profound spiritual joy that I
greet your election as Bishop of Rome and the Pontiff of the
Catholic Church. Long standing ecumenical collaboration ex-
ists between the Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia and the
Catholic Church. In the last few decades collaboration was
further deepened through mutual visits and theological dia-
logue. I am sure that during your pontificate a new impetus
will be given to our ecumenical collaboration.

“As Moderator of the Central and Executive committees
of the World Council of Churches, I also warmly congratulate
you. It is my firm expectation that the ecumenical collabora-
tion between the Vatican and the World Council of Churches
through the Joint Group and in different ways will acquire a
renewed importance in the context of our common engage-
ment for the visible unity of the church.

“I look forward to closer collaboration with Your Holi-
ness and with the Catholic Church. May our common Lord
Jesus Christ strengthen you spiritually and physically as you

November 2005

assume this heavy responsibility at a crucial time in the mod-
ern history of humanity.”

Episcopal Consecrations in Antelias

His Holiness Aram I ordained and anointed V. Rev. Kho-
ren Doghramdjian, Prelate of the Diocese of Greece, and V.
Rev. Fr. Shahan Sarkisian, Prelate of the Diocese of Aleppo, as
bishops in April. The bishops made their vows in St. Gregory
the Mluminator Cathedral. The two prelates declared their
faithfulness to the creed of the Armenian Orthodox Church.
Then they read their vows and expressed their loyalty to
the Catholicate of Cilicia, His Holiness Aram I, and their
readiness to serve the Armenian church and people. The
service was conducted by the Catholicos, who was assisted
by Bishops Kegham and Nareg. Members of the Cilician
brotherhood, clergy guests and a large number of faithful
from Aleppo, Greece and Lebanon congratulated the bishops
following the service.

Cilician See Participates in WSCF General Assembly

The annual general assembly of the World Student
Christian Federation (WSCF) in the Middle East took place in
Cairo early this month. Representatives from Lebanon, Syria,
Jordan, Sudan and Egypt participated.

Carla Khijoian, a member of the Executive Committee of
WSCF and the Student Association of the Armenian Church,
participated in the conference on behalf of the Catholicosate.

A conference entitled “Women in The East and Honor
Crimes” followed the assembly. Several lecturers and profes-
sionals in various fields spoke about the concept of honor in
the Middle East and its immediate relation to women. The
participants stressed the importance of educating the women
of the East about their rights.

New Books Published

In its continuous attempts to present the Armenian liter-
ary heritage, the Catholicosate recently published the fourth
and fifth volumes of ancient Armenian literature, Madenakirk
Hayots. The series was established two years ago through the
initiative of His Holiness Aram I, and through the support
of the Armenian Affairs Department of the Calouste Gulben-
kian Foundation of Lisbon.

The latest volumes include the works of Armenian writ-
ers of the 7 century. The fourth volume included the works
of writers from Abraham Aghpatanetsi to Anania Shiragatsi;
the fifth volume includes works of writers from Ananoun to
Sahag Tsoroporetsi. Explanatory notes on the work and bio-
graphical information about the author precede each work.

Another new publication, History of Religion, is the work
of Puzant Yeghiayan who was a long-time professor and
dean at the Seminary in Antelias. The work of the late beloved
educator was edited by V. Rev. Fr. Krikor Chiftjian. In his in-
troduction he acknowledges a debt of gratitude to one of his
students, Meguerditch Ourfalian (the late Archbishop Dajad)
who had taken detailed notes of all his lectures, thus provid-
ing the nucleus for this work. The 665-page book presents the
evolution of religion in detail.

Yet another new publication is The Sources of Mesrobian
Characters by Dr. Armenag Yeghiayan. This volume has been
published on the occasion of the 1600" anniversary of the in-
vention of the Armenian alphabet.
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[For more information and photographs on most of the items listed please visit the Prelacy’s web site, www.armenianprelacy.org].

Datev Youth Program in Midwest

For the first time the acclaimed St.
Gregory of Datev Summer Religious
Institute convened a “mini-Datev” pro-
gram in the Midwest on the weekend of
November 11 to 13, 2005, at the Techny
Towers Conference Center in Techny,
Illinois.

Sponsored by the Eastern Prel-
acy’s Armenian Religious Education
Council (AREC), the program, which
is designed for youth ages 13 to 18, is a
shorter version of the weeklong Datev
summer program held in Pennsylva-
nia.

V. Rev. Anoushavan Tanielian,
Vicar General, and Deacon Shant Kaza-
njian, Director of AREC, conducted the
program. Students attended informa-
tive lectures, had relevant discussions
on current events and contemporary
hot topics, and formed new, fulfilling
friendships with youth from other
parishes.

Archbishop Oshagan Attends
WCC Meeting

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan at-
tended the World Council of Churches
(WCC) Annual Meeting in Chicago,
October 10 to 12, on behalf of the
Catholicosate of Cilicia. The Annual
Meeting and the Pre-Assembly Youth
Gathering are in preparation of the
WCC’s 9" General Assembly, which
will convene next year in Brazil.

Hurricane Relief Funds for

Armenian Church in Louisiana

Ten thousand dollars of relief funds
collected by the Prelacy for Hurricane
Katrina relief was forwarded to the St.
Garabed Armenian Church in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. The Church, which
serves the New Orleans community,
will distribute the funds to families in
need of financial assistance. The Prelate
and the Vicar were in communication
with the community in the aftermath
of hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Because
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the Prelacy does not have a parish
in Louisiana, it was decided to send
the donation to St. Garabed Church,
which is under the jurisdiction of the
Diocese of the Armenian Church (East-
ern). Archbishop Oshagan maintained
contact with Archbishop Khajag Bars-
amian, Primate of the Diocese.

Parishes of the Eastern Prelacy were
generous in collecting money for hur-
ricane relief, especially many of our
Sunday school classes who organized
special fundraising events specifically
to help the victims of the hurricanes.

60" Anniversary of the
United Nations

In celebration of the 60" anniversa-
ry of the United Nations in September,
world leaders converged in New York.
Archbishop Oshagan and V. Rev. Fr.
Anoushavan attended a prayer service
on this occasion. The prayer service
was hosted by Holy Trinity Church,
across from the United Nations com-
plex. Kofi Annan, Secretary General
of the UN, addressed the gathering,
which was attended by world leaders,
ambassadors, and leaders of various
religious communities.

Archbishop Oshagan Opens
AYF Olympics

Archbishop Oshagan opened the
72" annual Armenian Youth Federa-
tion Olympics in Washington, DC, on
September 4. His Eminence encour-
aged the AYF'ers to “Remember who
you are. You are Armenian Americans.
You are descendants of a proud people.
We are joined by a common national
origin, a common language, a common
religion, and together we are an im-
portant part of the beautiful American
mosaic.” The Prelate described the AYF
and the Olympics as an important part
of our Armenian American identity.
“For 72 years you have brought togeth-
er young Armenian Americans to forge
friendships and strengthen identity. I

pray for the continued success of the
Armenian Youth Federation and wish
you good luck and Godspeed in all of
your endeavors.”

Sainthood for Armenian Martyrs

The Armenian Church committee
for the Study of the canonization of
the victims of the Armenian Genocide
convened its inaugural meeting at the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin in
September.

The members of the committee are:
H.E. Archbishop Sebouh Sarkissian, co-
chairman (Catholicosate of the Great
House of Cilicia); H.G. Bishop Yeznik
Petrosian, co-chairman (Catholicosate
of All Armenians); H.G. Bishop Keg-
ham Khatcherian (Catholicosate of
Cilicia); V.R. Fr. Papken Charian, sec-
retary (Catholicosate of Cilicia); V.R.
Fr. Zadig Avedikian, secretary (Ca-
tholicosate of All Armenians); V.R. Fr.
Daniel Findikian (Catholicosate of All
Armenians).

Summer Program for Orphans
Seventy-five orphans from the
Prelacy’s Orphan Sponsorship program
attended a 20-day jamboree/Christian
education program in Armenia. The
boys and girls were selected from the
more than 700 orphans currently spon-
sored by the Eastern Prelacy. V. Rev. Fr.
Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General,
and Deacon Shant Kazanjian, director
of the Armenian Religious Education
Council (AREC), directed the program.

Educators’ Seminar in New Jersey

The annual Educators” Conference
sponsored by the Armenian National
Education Council (ANEC) took place
in August, hosted by Sts. Vartanantz
Church, Ridgefield, New Jersey.

The conference was dedicated to
the 1600™ anniversary of the invention
of the Armenian alphabet and the 90*
anniversary of the Genocide. The two
featured speakers were Dr. Mary Ol-



son and Ms. Nayiri Balanian, chair of
ANEC.

Rev. Fr. Bedros Shetilian Assigned

Rev. Fr. Bedros Shetilian was as-
signed as the pastor of St. Gregory
Church, Indian Orchard, Massachu-
setts, and Holy Cross Church, Troy,
New York, effective July 31, 2005.

Der Hayr will administer to the
spiritual needs of the two communities
on a schedule that has been approved
by both parishes.

Rev. Fr. Bedros was born in Alep-
po, Syria, in 1963. He graduated with
high honors from the Romaos Melikian
State College in Yerevan, where he ma-
jored in choral conducting. He has con-
ducted concerts in various countries
including Armenia, Russia, England,
Sweden and Finland.

Der Hayr attended St. Thomas
Aquinas College in St. Petersburg,
Russia, and successfully completed his
theological studies at the Theological
Seminary of the Great House of Cili-
cia in Lebanon in preparation for the
priesthood. He was ordained by H.E.
Archbishop Zareh Aznavourian in June
2003, and assigned to serve the Eastern
Prelacy.

Passing of
Archbishop Shahe Ajemian
Archbishop Shahe Ajemian, who
most recently was the Dean of the De-
partment of Theology at Yerevan State
University, died in July in Armenia. He
was 78 years old. He is a graduate of
the Theological Seminary of the Holy
See of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon,
where he was ordained a celibate priest
in 1947. A noted scholar and teacher, he
furthered his studies at the University
of Brussels. From 1965 to 1994 he was
a member of the St. James congregation
in Jerusalem. In 1994 he was appointed
to head the Department of Theology at
Yerevan State University.

Prelate Attends ARS Convention
Archbishop Oshagan attended
the Armenian Relief Society’s annual
convention held in Racine, Wisconsin,
in July. His Eminence opened the ses-
sions with a prayer. He praised the
ARS for its distinguished service to the

Armenian nation and encouraged the
members to continue their dedicated
service.

Mesrob Mashtots Medal
Presented to Edward Boghossian
Archbishop Oshagan attended the
40™ anniversary celebration of the Ar-
menian Reporter in July and presented
the newspaper’s founder and senior
editor, Edward Boghossian, the Cili-
cian See’s Mesrob Mashtots Medal on
behalf of His Holiness Aram I, Catholi-
cos of the Great House of Cilicia.

Bible Translation Group Formed

A new Bible translation group,
headed by Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan, met in Montreal in June
to begin planning their forthcoming
work. The original team included the
late Archbishop Zareh Aznavourian
who was a recognized biblical scholar.
Archbishop Oshagan who worked with
Archbishop Zareh since the founding
of the project in the early 1980s, will
continue the project with Archbishop
Khajag Hagopian, Prelate of Canada,
and V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian,
Vicar General of the Eastern Prelacy.
The three clergymen met in Montreal
to confer and develop a schedule to
complete the translation of the Old Tes-
tament. The New Testament was com-
pleted some years ago and has already
been published in several printings.

Archbishop Oshagan recalled that
one of the final thoughts expressed
by Archbishop Zareh was the lament,
“The Old Testament remains half fin-
ished...”

“The continuation and completion
of this work will be the best way to
honor his memory,” said Archbishop
Oshagan.

Archbishop Oshagan Attends
“Christian Churches Together”
Archbishop Oshagan attended the
meeting of the steering committee of
the newly formed Christian Churches
Together in June, in California.
Christian ~ Churches  Together
in the USA had its initial meeting in
Baltimore in September 2001, with the
participation of church leaders in the
United States who explored the need
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for expanding fellowship, unity, and
witness among the diverse expressions
of Christian faith today. The concept
was born from the need of having one
place where representatives of historic
Protestant, Roman Catholic, Pentecos-
tal, Evangelical, and Orthodox Church-
es come together officially. Since that
formative meeting, several meetings
have taken place in various locations in
the United States.

V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian
Begins Service as Full-Time Vicar

V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian
began his service as the full-time Vicar
General of the Eastern Prelacy on May
23. Hayr Anoushavan has been serving
as the Vicar on a part-time basis since
February 1995, when he was appointed
by the then Prelate, Archbishop Mesrob
Ashjian, of blessed memory. For more
than ten years Hayr Sourp has served
the Prelacy while also serving as the
pastor of St. Sarkis Church, Doug-
laston, New York.

School in Moughni is Dedicated to
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

Ceremonies took place on May 24,
in Moughni, Armenia, where the local
school was re-named in honor of the
late Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, for-
mer Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy. Vil-
lagers and prominent individuals from
Yerevan attended the ceremony, which
was organized by the Eastern Prelacy’s
St. Nerses the Great Charitable Organi-
zation and the Hamazkayin of Arme-
nia, with the sponsorship of Mr. & Mrs.
Dikran Hadjetian of Canada.

Moughni is the site of the 13" cen-
tury Sourp Kevork of Moughni Monas-
tery, which the late Archbishop reno-
vated with donations received on the
occasion of the 35" anniversary of his
ordination during his tenure as Prelate.
The village of Moughni is located in the
Aragatsotn region of Armenia. During
the last five years of his life, Archbish-
op Mesrob was a familiar and beloved
figure in the area.

PLG Mothers’ Day Luncheon
Honors Mrs. Rahan Kachian

The Prelacy Ladies” Guild’s annual
Mothers” Day Luncheon honored Mrs.

37



Outreach

Rahan Kachian, a survivor of the Ar-
menian Genocide, as the 2005 Mother
of the Year. Archbishop Oshagan pre-
sented the award and described Mrs.
Kachian as a “great treasure.” The Prel-
ate presented her with a plaque with
the following inscription: “Presented to
Rahan Kachian, a survivor of the Arme-
nian Genocide who created a new life
in the United States and with the high-
est attributes of Armenian Motherhood
taught her family to love and respect
the Armenian Church and Nation. In
this year of the 90" anniversary of the
Genocide we proudly honor you with
our love, gratitude and appreciation.”

Prelate Officiates at Funeral Services
of Gayane Kanayan, Widow of
General Dro

Archbishop Oshagan officiated
over the funeral services for Gayane
Kanayan, widow of the famed General
Dro, on April 27. She was 104 years old
and lived in the Boston area. The funer-
al took place at St. Stephen Armenian
Church in Watertown.

In his euology, Archbishop Osha-
gan offered the family the condolences
of His Holiness Aram I and the Catholi-
cosate of the Great House of Cilicia, as
well as condolences on behalf of the
Eastern Prelacy. His Eminence said,
“Another chapter in Armenian history
has come to an end. She represented
the survivors of the Genocide and the
heroic struggles of our people. I express
heartfelt condolences to her son, daugh-
ter, grandchildren and great-grand-
children and to the Armenian Relief
Society, an organization she strongly
supported throughout her life.”

Archbishop Oshagan Attends Funeral
of Former Greek Primate,
Archbishop Iakovos

Archbishop Oshagan attended
funeral services on April 14 for Arch-
bishop Iakovos, who was the primate
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in
North and South America for 37 years.

Archbishop Iakovos was an im-
posing religious leader who moved
the Greek Orthodox Church into the
mainstream of religious and political
life, and a fierce defender of social
causes. He was 93 and lived in Rye,
New York.
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Archbishop Oshagan expressed
his sympathy to the Greek Orthodox
community, describing the late Arch-
bishop as a special friend of the Arme-
nians. “He was a dynamic leader who
advanced the visibility and work of the
Greek Orthodox Church and in many
ways became a model for younger cler-
gymen,” Archbishop Oshagan said.

Prelate Issues Message of Sympathy
On Passing of Pope John Paul II

Archbishop Oshagan sent messag-
es of condolence on the passing of Pope
John Paul II, to His Eminence Edward
Cardinal Egan, Archbishop of New
York, and His Eminence Archbishop
Gabriel Montalvo, Apostolic Nuncio
in Washington, DC. The message said
in part:

“His death is, rightfully, being
mourned by people around the globe.
During his long pontificate he captured
the hearts of all humanity, not only
Catholics, not only Christians. Perhaps
this love he felt for all is the greatest
legacy he leaves. I have had the privi-
lege and honor to meet His Holiness
on many occasions, including official
visits of our Catholicoses, His Holiness
Karekin II, of blessed memory, and His
Holiness Aram I. Most recently, I was
fortunate to see the Pope in January
during the theological dialogue be-
tween the Catholic and Oriental Ortho-
dox churches. In each of our meetings
I was captivated by his deep faith, his
strong optimism, and his unconditional
love for humanity.”

Father Hovnan Bozoyan
Arrives in U.S.

Rev. Fr. Hovnan Bozoyan arrived
in Boston in March with his family. Der
Hovnan was ordained in November
2004 after completing his studies at the
Theological Seminary of the Holy See
of Cilicia. Der Hayr is in a period of
training at St. Stephen Church, Water-
town, Massachusetts, under the guid-
ance of the church’s pastor, Archpriest
Antranik Baljian.

Newly Published Book Honors
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

Living Faith: The Life and Service of
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, a 284-page

book about the late Archbishop was is-
sued in March by the Prelacy. The over-
size volume contains 142 color and 84
black and white photographs. Included
are articles by Dr. Herand Markarian,
Ashot Melkonian, Onnic Marashian,
Judge Sarkis Teshoian, and Nerses
Chitjian. Iris Papazian, who served as
the general editor of the volume, wrote
the major portion of the book.

Delegations of Catholicosate of All
Armenians and Catholicosate of
Cilicia Issue Common Declaration

A meeting of delegations from
the Holy See of All Armenians and the
Holy See of Cilicia took place in March.
The meeting was held under the pa-
tronage of His Holiness Karekin II,
Catholicos of All Armenians, and His
Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of Cilicia,
with the aim of further developing the
mission of the Armenian Church and
to further strengthen internal unity.
The main purpose of the meeting was
to prepare an outline for discussions
around the theme, “The Imperative of
Renewal for the Armenian Church.”

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian,
Bishop Michael Atchabahian, Mr. Ra-
fayel Babaian, Mr. James Kaloustian
represented the Holy See of Etchmi-
adzin.

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan,
Bishop Nareg Alemezian, Mr. Yervant
Pamboukian and Mr. Arsen Tanielian
represented the Holy See of Cilicia.

The representatives prepared an
outline containing nine main points:

1. The canonical status of the
Armenian Church: Ecclesiological, ad-
ministrative and canonical definition.

2. Christian and Armenian educa-
tion: Mission and protection of spiritual
and culture values.

3. Liturgical Life.

4. Formation of clergy and revital-
ization of monastic life.

5. Inter-church and inter-faith rela-
tions.

6. Attitudes towards modern social
and moral issues.

7. Church-State and Church-Soci-
ety relations.

8. The Church and the pursuit of
the rights of the Armenian people.

9. Use of modern technology.



Magazine Features Article About Early
Contributions of Armenian Church

The Winter 2005 issue of Christian
History & Biography included a two-
page spread written by Steven Gertz,
entitled “How Armenia ‘Invented’
Christendom.”

The author gives a brief history
of the Armenian Church and notes
the contribution of the Armenian
Church to global Christianity. Mr.
Gertz ends the article with, “So lest you
assume Rome is our first example of
Christendom, think again. Long may
Armenia’s church endure.”

Capitol Hill Event Commemorates
90" Anniversary of Genocide

U.S. representatives Frank Pallone,
Jr., and Joe Knollenberg, co-chairmen
of the Congressional Caucus on
Armenian issues, hosted a Capitol Hill
event in commemoration of the 90™
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.
The event was organized under the
auspices of the Armenian Caucus and
the Armenian Embassy, with the full
cooperation and participation of all
the Armenian American organizations.
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan
participated in the commemoration.

Prelate Attends Farewell Reception
For Ambassador Arman Kirakossian

Archbishop Oshagan attended
a farewell reception for Ambassador
Arman Kirakossian on March 18. Mr.
Kirakossian served as the ambassador
from Armenia to the United States
for the past five years. He returned to
Yerevan to continue his work at the
Foreign Ministry.

NALG Conference

The National Association of Ladies
Guilds (NALG) and the Ladies Guild
of Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic
Church hosted the 2005 regional
conference on April 16, in Bethesda,
Maryland. The keynote speaker was
Yeretzgin Joanna Baghsarian, from
Providence, Rhode Island, and Mary
Derderian, adjunct instructor at George
Washington University and Stratford
University.

Prelacy Joins Other Organizations
in Urging President Bush to
Recognize Genocide

The Eastern Prelacy joined with
other major Armenian organizations
in a letter urging President Bush to
recognize the 1915 massacres and
deportations as genocide.

In recent meetings with Armenian
American groups, as well as in private
meetings with Armenian American
leaders in various parts of the country,
including a private meeting at the
Prelacy on February 11, 2005, U.S.
Ambassador to Armenia John Evans
characterized the massacres of 1915 as
genocide. Subsequently, he clarified his
statements by referring to them as his
personal opinion and not official U.S.
policy.

The letter, signed by ten Armenian
American organizations, said in
part: “Mr. President, in this the 90"
commemorative anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide, we urge that you
join President Ronald Reagan and so
many other leading American public
officials in reaffirming the facts of
history you have already proclaimed
with the correct name—Armenian
Genocide.”

Archbishop Oshagan
Attends Dialogue in Rome
Archbishop Oshagan attended
the second meeting of Catholic and
Oriental Orthodox representatives of
the International Joint Commission
for Theological Dialogue in February.
Archbishop Oshagan and Bishop Nareg
Alemezian, Ecumenical Officer at the
Catholicosate of Cilicia, represented
the Holy See of Cilicia. The meetings
took place in Rome at the Domus
Internationalis Paulus VI, hosted by
the Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity. The next meeting of
the Joint Commission will be hosted
by the Catholicosate of All Armenians
at Holy Etchmiadzin, January 25 to 31,
2006.

Clergy of Eastern, Western and

Canadian Prelacies Gather in

Montreal for Sts. Ghevontiantz
Continuing a tradition that began
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in 2001, clergymen from the Eastern,

Western, and Canadian Prelacies
gathered in  Montreal, Canada
for the annual Sts. Ghevontiantz

commemoration that precedes the
Feast of Vartanantz.

Prelacy Issues New Book of Services,
and Compact Disk for Deacons

The Prelacy has embarked on
preparing a series of educational tools
for the benefit of altar servers toward
the goal of achieving uniformity in all
churches.

Anew prayer book with the Sunrise
(Arevakal), Peace (Khaghaghagan),
and Compline (Hankusdyan) services
was published in February. The
volume includes the original Classical
Armenian text, as well as modern
Armenian, English translation, and
English transliteration. It also includes
notations of the hymns and sharagans.

A new compact disk, based on the
arrangement by Magar Yegmalian, was
issued as a learning guide for deacons.
Augmenting these tools will be regional
workshops for altar servers.

Five East Coast Organizations Receive
Settlement from New York Life

Five Armenian organizations on
the east coast each received $333,333
as part of a $20 million settlement
reached between New York Life and
descendants of the victims massacred
in the 1915 Armenian Genocide. The
ceremony took place at the New York
headquarters of the Armenian General
Benevolent Union on January 26, 2005.

The five organizations are: the
Armenian Church of North America
Eastern Diocese (New York); Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church
of Eastern United States and Canada
(New York); Armenian Missionary
Association of America, Inc. (Paramus,
NJ); and the Armenian General
Benevolent Union (New York).

Representing the Eastern Prelacy
on this occasion were: V. Rev. Fr.
Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General;
Mr. Bedros Givelekian, Treasurer;
Dr. Vazken Ghougassian, Executive

Director; and Mrs. Iris Papazian,
Communications Director.
On hand for the ceremony

continued inside back cover
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LIVING FAITH:

The Life and Service of
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

written and edited by Iris Papazian

A Stunning and Beautiful Remembrance of a Dedicated and Gifted Clergyman

284 pages o 142 color photographs e 84 black and white photographs e Hardcover, 9 x 12 page size

“The story of the life of Mesrob Srpazan, of blessed memory, is one of a model clergyman
and Armenian, who from a young age turned the Armenian nation’s history into faith and
mission. This volume focuses on the various stations of his distinguished life, the sum total
of which brings before our eyes his happy and contented image and spirit—an image of
complete service and dedication—a clergyman with his own unique aura and personality.”

From the Foreword by Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan

This exceptional publication is only $50.00
(shipping and handling included exclusively for OUTREACH readers)

All proceeds from the sale of this volume will benefit the Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian Publications Fund and the
charitable programs in Armenia started by the late Archbishop during his tenure as Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy.

Please send me copies of Ship to:
LIVING FAITH @ $50.00 per copy. Name
Enclosed is a check payable to Address

Armenian Prelacy Bookstore for $
City, State, Zip

(shipping and handling charges are included
for Outreach readers) Telephone

Mail to: Armenian Prelacy Bookstore E-mail

138 E. 39" Street, New York, NY 10016
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continued from page 39

were attorney Brian S. Kabateck of the Los Angeles based
firm of Kabatek Brown Kellner, LLP, one of the attorneys
representing the class, California Insurance Commissioner
John Garamendi and Bill Werfelman representing New York
Life.

Prior to 1915, New York Life sold life insurance policies
to thousands of Armenians living in the Ottoman Empire.
New York Life policyholders were among the 1.5 million
Armenians massacred during the Armenian Genocide. In
the ensuing chaotic years, many of the rightful policy heirs
were unable to obtain the insurance proceeds while others
were unaware that they were entitled to any insurance
benefits. According to the records of New York Life about
2,400 policies were sold to Armenians before the Genocide
and remain unpaid. Survivors and/or their descendants
will share the bulk of the multi-million settlement. The first
distribution totals three million dollars. Any unclaimed
money from the $20 million settlement will subsequently be
distributed to Armenian charitable organizations.

Statue of St. Gregory the Illuminator

Is Installed at St. Peter Basilica at Vatican

Pope John Paul II attended the unveiling and official
installation of a statue of St. Gregory the Illuminator, the
patron saint of the Armenian Church, on January 19, 2005.
The 18-foot, 26 ton statue made of Carrara marble is the work
of Khatchik Kazandjian of Paris. St. Gregory holds in his right
hand the Armenian Holy Cross of gilt bronze, and in his left
hand the Holy Bible decorated with the symbols of the four

We need your help to keep our
mailing list up-to-date

Do you receive more than one copy of
OUTREACH?

Is your name and address correct?

Do you know anyone who would like to
receive OUTREACH?

Please let us know by mail,
138 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016
or
by phone: (212) 689-7810
or
by email: info@armenianprelacy.org

Prelacy Calendar of Events

Bible Study at the Prelacy, first and third
Mondays of the month starting November 7,
7:15 to 8:45 pm. “The Infancy Narratives of
Jesus,” a five-session course on the birth stories
of Jesus as presented in the Gospels according
to Matthew and Luke. Conducted by Dn. Shant
Kazanjian, Director of the Armenian Religious
Education Council (AREC). For information,
arec@armenianprelacy.org or 212-689-7810.

Musical Armenia, Sunday, February 26, 2006,
Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, New York
City. Featured artists Duo Maestoso and
Zulal.

Sunday School Teachers Conference, March
17-19, 2006, at the Wonderland Conference
and Retreat Center in Sharon, Massachusetts.

Siamanto Academy meets every Saturday
at the Armenian Center, 69-23 47th Avenue,
Woodside, New York, 11 am to 2:30 pm. The
college-accredited Academy offers Armenian
language, history and Christian studies classes
for high school students. For information,
anec@armenianprelacy.org

Stay Connected.

Sign up for the Prelacy’s Electronic Newsletter

CROSSROADS

It’s Fast Reading. It’s Informative.
It’s Interesting. It’s Free.

Send an e-mail to info@armenianprelacy.org
with the word “subscribe” in the subject line
and also please include you full name.

It’s that simple!

For up-to-the-date information about events
check the Prelacy website:

www.armenianprelacy.org
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