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From the Editor

Front Cover:
His Holiness Aram I in Washington.

Back Cover:
His Holiness Aram I at St. Stephen’s Elementary 
School, Watertown, Massachusetts.

As you can see the bulk of this issue is devoted to the visit of Catholicos 
Aram I to the Eastern Prelacy. His Holiness arrived in New York on October 
19 (after successful visits to Canada and the West Coast) and remained with 
us until November 1. Accompanied by his staff bearer, V. Rev. Fr. Housig 
Mardirosian, His Holiness visited communities in the New York/New Jersey 
metropolitan area,  Washington DC, Boston, and Chicago. 

The prime purpose of his visit was to commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of the Armenian Theological Seminary. Each community he visited orga-
nized an event speciſcally for this purpose. The program at each site featured 
keynote addresses by V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General of the 
Eastern Prelacy, and the Honorable Judge Sarkis Teshoian, past chairman of 
the Executive Council, NRA delegate, and World Assembly Delegate.

2005 was also the 1600th anniversary of the invention of the Armenian 
alphabet by St. Mesrob Mashtots. This too was commemorated during His 
Holiness’s visit in various ways, but especially with the international confer-
ence that took place at Harvard University which brought together scholars 
from various parts of the world. His Holiness attended the Friday evening 
opening session that was attended to the capacity of the auditorium.

2005 was also the tenth anniversary of the election and consecration of 
Catholicos Aram I. Each community made note of this and honored His Holi-
ness with appropriate festivities.

But, without doubt, the prime purpose of the visit was the Seminary.  
Not only to celebrate this milestone anniversary, but also to make the public 
aware of the great service the Seminary has given to the Armenian church 
and nation. The story of how the site of a Near East Relief orphanage was 
transformed into a theological seminary and training school for teachers 
through the visionary leadership of Catholicos Sahak II Khabayan, is surely 
one of the most inspiring stories told. As noted in one of the many articles 
published on this occasion, “If ever an institution has justiſed the privations 
necessary to bring it into being, it is the Armenian Theological Seminary at 
Antelias. The institution is a credit to all who had a hand in its birth. It lives on 
as a monument to the creative power of the ecumenical spirit and humanitar-
ian impulse that prompt mankind to work for the beneſt of posterity, in the 
image of the Creator.”

This issue tries to give a small “taste” of Vehapar’s visit to the Eastern 
Prelacy.

*  *  *
Three booklets were published on the occasion of Vehapar’s visit and 

distributed at various functions: (1) A 64-page booklet, The Antelias Seminary: 
Seventy-Five Years of Service and Leadership, written in English by Archpriest 
Fr. Antranig Baljian, about the Seminary’s history and his experiences as a 
Seminarian; (2) A 76-page booklet, From Cilicia to Antelias…from Wilderness 
to Mission…from Orphanage to Seminary, written in Armenian by Archbishop 
Khajag Hagopian, Prelate of the Canadian Prelacy; and the Commemorative 
Booklet, Toward the Light of Knowledge: A Celebration of Service and Leadership, 
dedicated to His Holiness and the tenth anniversary of his Pontiſcate.

We have a limited number of the booklets available. If you would like to 
receive any of the three please send me an e-mail (info@armenianprelacy.org) 
or write to me at 138 E. 39th Street, New York, NY 10016.

*  *  *
Two forthcoming issues of Outreach are on the “drawing board,” so to 

speak.  (Does anyone still use drawing boards?)
The next issue (March/April) will be devoted to the work of the Prelacy’s 

Armenian Religious Education Council (AREC). The May/June issue will be 
devoted to the Prelacy’s charitable programs in Armenia.       X
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2005 ï³ñáõ³Ý ÐáÏï»Ùµ»ñÇÝ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ
²ñ»õ»É»³Ý Â»Ùë ÁÝ¹áõÝ»ó ßÝáñÑ³µ»ñ

³Ûó»ÉáõÃÇõÝÁ Ø»ÍÇ î³ÝÝ ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ Ð³Ûñ³å»ïª Ü.
ê. ú. î. î. ²ñ³Ù ². Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëÇÝ£

²éÇ±ÃÁ ³Ûó»ÉáõÃ»³Ý£ îûÝ³ËÙµ»É ÎÇÉÇÏ»³Ý
Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëáõÃ»³Ý ¸åñ»í³ÝùÇ ÑÇÙÝ³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý
75-³Ù»³ÏÁ£ ºõ ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÇÝ Ù»ñ Ù¿ç
Ý»ñ-Ï³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ ÏñÏÝ³éÇÃ ¿ñ ï»ëÝ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ
½ÇÝù Çñ Ñ³Ûñ³å»ï³Ï³Ý ÁÝïñáõÃ»³Ý »õ ûÍÙ³Ý 10-
³Ù»³-ÏÇÝ ÁÝ¹Ù¿ç¿Ý£

Ìñ³·ñáõ³Í µáÉáñ Û³Ûï³·ÇñÝ»ñÁ Û³çáÕáõ-
Ã»³Ùµ ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³Ý£ ¸åñ»í³ÝùÁ Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ï³-
ó»³ÉÝ»ñáõÝ Ñá·ÇÇÝ Ù¿ç í»ñ³ñÃÝ³ó³õ Ã¿° Ñ³Ý¹Ç-
ëáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ, Ã¿° Ññ³ï³ñ³ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ »õ Ã¿°
³ÝÑ³ï³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ý¹ÇåáõÙÝ»ñáõ ÙÇçáó³õ£ Ð³õ³ï³-
ñÇÙ Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Á ³åñ»ó³õ ¸åñ»í³ÝùÇÝ ³Ý-
ó»³ÉÝ áõ Ý»ñÏ³Ý, áñáõÝ ÑÇÙÝ³¹ñáõÃÇõÝÁ »õ ·áÛáõ-
ÃÇõÝÁ áõñÇß ½ëå³Ý³Ï ã¿ áõÝ»ó³Í »Ã¿ áã ÝáõÇñ³-
µ»ñáõÙ áõ Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝª Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ£

ØÇç-»Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý Û³ñ³µ»ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ÷áñÓ³-
éáõ »õ ßñç³å³ï¿Ý Û³ñ·áõ³Í ³ÝÓÁª ì»Ñ³÷³é ².
Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëÁ, ïÇñ³å¿ë Çñ Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ å³ñ-
ï³¹ñ»ó Çñ ³Ûó»ÉáõÃ»³Ý ³éÇÃáí Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõ³Í
ÙÇç-»Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ù³·áõÙ³ñÇÝ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ, ÇÝã-
å¿ë Ý³»õ »Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý ³é³çÝáñ¹Ý»ñáõ Ñ»ï áõÝ»-
ó³Í Çñ Ñ³Ý¹ÇåáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï£ Ð³ñó»ñÁ ùÁÝ-
Ý»Éáõ, í»ñÉáõÍ»Éáõ »õ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝ»Éáõ Çñ ÑÙïáõÃÇõ-
ÝÁ ³éÇÝùÝáÕ ÏÁ ¹³ñÓÝ¿ ½ÇÝù, »õ áõÝÏÝ¹ÇñÁ ÏÁ
ï»ëÝ¿ Çñ Ëáñ³Ã³÷³Ýó ÙÇïùÁ, áñ ëÏ½µÝ³Ï³Ý
ëÝáõÝ¹Á ëï³ó³õ ¸åñ»í³ÝùÇ ·ñ³ë»Õ³ÝÝ»ñ¿Ý »õ
áñ Ñ³ñëï³ó³õ ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëáõÃ»³Ý ÙÇç-
»Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç ·áñÍûÝ áõ ßÇÝÇã Ù³ëÝ³Ï-
óáõÃ»³Ùµ£

ê. Ø»ëñáå Ø³ßïáóÇ Ï³ï³ñ³Í Ð³Û ¶Çñ»ñáõ
·ÇõïÇ 1600-³Ù»³ÏÁ ÙÝ³ó µáÉáñ Ñ³Ý¹ÇëáõÃ»³Ýó
Ù¿ç Ý»ñÏ³Û Ý»ñßÝã³ñ³ÝÁ£ êáõñµÁ Çñ Ñ³Ý×³ñáí áõ
·Çõïáí ·»Õ³ñáõ»ëï³Ï³Ý Û³Ûï³·ÇñÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç
Ëûëùáí áõ »ñ·áí Ï»Ý¹³ÝÇ ¿ñ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ ·Çï³-
Ï³Ý ³ßË³ñÑÇÝ Ù¿ç Çñ Ñ»ïùÁ Ó·»ó, Ð³ñíÁñï Ñ³-
Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇÝ Ù¿ç Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõ³Í ÙÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ
Ñ³Ù³·áõÙ³ñáí£

ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÇ ·³Ñ³Ï³ÉáõÃ»³Ý ï³ë-

Ý³Ù»³ÏÝ ³É ³ñÅ³Ý³õáñ Ï»ñåáí Ýßáõ»ó³õ, ß³ï
Û³×³Ë ½áõ³ñÃ ÙÃÝáÉáñïÇ Ù¿ç, í»ñ ³éÝ»Éáí ³ÛÝ
Ýáõ³×áõÙÝ»ñÁ, áñ ï³ëÁ ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ ÎÇ-
ÉÇÏÇáÛ Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëáõÃÇõÝÁ Ï³ï³ñ³Í ¿ñ ½³Ý³½³Ý
µÝ³·³õ³éÝ»ñ¿ Ý»ñë, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Û-
ñ³å»ïÁ ÇÝù Çñ³·áñÍ³Í ¿ñ ³ÝÓÝ³å¿ë, ·ñ³Ï³Ý,
Û³ñ³µ»ñ³Ï³Ý »õ ³ÛÉ Ù³ñ½»ñ¿ Ý»ñë£

´áÉáñ Ñ³Ý¹ÇëáõÃ»³Ýó ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ — »Ï»Õ»ó³-
Ï³Ý, Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ, Ûáµ»ÉÇÝ³Ï³Ý — ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Û-
ñ³å»ïÁ Ñ³Ý¹¿ë »Ï³õ Çñ Û³ïáõÏ å³ï·³ÙÝ»ñáí£
ä³ï·³Ù, áñ ëáíáñ³Ï³Ý ³ñï³ë³Ýáõ³Í Ëûëù ã¿ñ,
³ÛÉ Â»ÙÇë áõ ³½·³ÛÇÝ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Çñ³å³ßï í»ñÉáõ-
ÍáõÙÁ »õ Ã»É³¹ñ³Ýùª Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÝ»ñáõÝ, å³ï-
·³Ùª áñ ÏÁ Ý»ñ³é¿ñ ï³ñ»óÝ áõ »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹Á, å³-
ï³ÝÇÝ áõ ÷áùñÇÏÁ, ³ÝáÝó ¹ÇÙ³ó Ûëï³Ïûñ¿Ý å³ï-
Ï»ñ³óÝ»Éáí µáÉáñ ³ÛÝ Ù³ñï³Ññ³õ¿ñÝ»ñÁ áñ ³½-
·áíÇÝ, ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ ï³ñ³ÍùÇÝ Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý »õ
³½·³ÛÇÝ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç ÏÁ ¹ÇÙ³·ñ³õ»Ýù£ ì»Ñ³÷³é
Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÇÝ ËûëùÁ ³ñÓ³·³Ý·áÕ Ñ½ûñáõÃ»³Ùµ
ÑÝã»ó áõ ÙÝ³ó áõÝÏÝ¹ÇñÝ»ñáõ Ñá·ÇÝ»ñ¿Ý Ý»ñë, ÇÝã
áñ Ññ³åáõñÇã ¹³ñÓáõó Çñ Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ, ïå³õá-
ñÇãª Çñ Ùï»ñÙáõÃÇõÝÁ »õ Ñ³ñëï³óáõóÇãª Çñ ÁÝÏ»-
ñ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÁ£

Î³ëÏ³Í¿ í»ñ ¿ áñ µáÉáñÇë Ñá·ÇÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç, ÇÝã-
å¿ë Ý³»õ ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÇÝ Ùï³ÍáõÙÝ»-
ñáõÇÝ Ù¿ç Ï»¹ñáÝ³Ï³Ý ï»Õ »õ Ï³ñ»õáñáõÃÇõÝ ÏÁ
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝ¿ áõëáõÙÝ áõ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃÇõÝÁ, áñ
Ýå³ï³Ï³ëÉ³ó Ï»ñåáí ¹³ñÓ³õ Ý³»õ ³é³ÝóùÁ
¸åñ»í³ÝùÇÝ ÑÇÙÝ³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý, ³Ýáñ ³éûñ»³Û
Ï»³ÝùÇÝ »õ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý£ ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ Î³ÃáÕÇÏá-
ëáõÃ»³Ý ¸åñ»í³ÝùÁ ¹³ñÓ³õ ë÷Çõéù»³Ý Ù»ñ
Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç ³ÛÝ Ñ³ëï³ïáõÃÇõÝÁ, áñ Ññ³ßùÇ Ñ³-
Ù³½ûñ Ý³Ë³ËÝ³Ù³Ï³Ý ¹»ñ³Ï³ï³ñáõÃÇõÝ áõÝ»-
ó³õª Ñ³ëÝ»Éáí ç³ñ¹³Ïáïáñ Ù»ñ ³½·ÇÝ Ñá·»õáñ »õ
Ùß³ÏáõÃ»³ÛÇÝ Ï³ñÇùÝ»ñáõÝ£ Î³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõáÕ ·³-
ÕáõÃÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç ³é³Ýóù³ÛÇÝ ¹»ñ áõÝ»ó³Ý Ïáõë³-
ÏñûÝ Ã¿ ³ÙáõëÝ³ó»³É ù³Ñ³Ý³Ý»ñÁ, áõëáõóÇãÝ»ñÁ,
¹åñ³å»ïÝ»ñÁ, Ñ³ë³ñ³Ï³Ï³Ý ·áñÍÇãÝ»ñÁ, Ùï³-
õáñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÝ áõ Ù³ÙáõÉÇ ëå³ë³ñÏáõÝ»ñÁ£ ²ÝáÝó-
Ù¿ ß³ï»ñ ëÝ³Ý áõ ³×»ó³Ý ¸åñ»í³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç£
²ÝáÝù ¹³ñÓ³Ý ï³ñ³ÍÇãÝ»ñÁ ²ëïáõ³Í³ßáõÝãÇ
å³ï·³ÙÝ»ñáõÝ »õ ù³ñá½ÇãÝ»ñÝ áõ å³Ñ³å³ÝÝ»ñÁ
Ù»ñ ³½·³ÛÇÝ ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñáõÝ£ ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ã¿ ¹åñáóÇÝ

ìºÐ²ö²èÀ ²ÚòºÈºò, ØºÎÜºò²ô 

ê²Î²ÚÜ ÎÀ ØÜ²Ú Øºð ÂºØ¾Ü Üºðê

²é³çÝáñ¹ êñµ³½³Ý Ðûñ ÊûëùÁ
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Ù¿ç, Ù³ÙáõÉÇ ×³Ùµáí Ã¿ µ»Ù»ñáõ íñ³Û, ³ÝáÝù ï³-
ñÇÝ ÇÝã áñ ëï³ó³Í ¿ÇÝ ¸åñ»í³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç, É»óáõóÇÝ
Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÝ»ñÁ ³ÛÝ ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñáí, áñáÝóÙáí É»ó-
áõ³Í ¿ÇÝ ¸åñ»í³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç£ Î³ñ»ÉÇ ã¿ ¹Çï»É Ð³Û
Ï»³ÝùÁ ë÷ÇõéùÇ Ù¿ç »õ ÑáÝ ã·ïÝ»É Ù¿ÏÁ ³Ýå³Û-
Ù³Ý, áñ ¸åñ»í³Ýù¿Ý ³é³Í ¿ Çñ Ï³ñáÕáõÃÇõÝ-
Ý»ñÁ£

²Ñ³ ³Ûë µáÉáñÁ ÏÁ ÙÕ»Ý Ù»½ ½ûñ³íÇ· Ï³Ý·Ý»-
Éáõ ¸åñ»í³ÝùÇÝ, á°ã Ã¿ ÙÇ³ÛÝ 75-³Ù»³ÏÇÝ ³éÇ-
Ãáí, ³ÛÉ ß³ñáõÝ³Ï³µ³ñ, áñå¿ë½Ç ÕûÕ³Ýç»Ý ½³Ý-
·»ñÁ Ù»ñ ³½·Ç Ñá·»õáñ áõ Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ ï³×³ñ-
Ý»ñáõÝ, ³å³Ñáí»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ ·áÛ³ï»õáõÙÁ Ù»ñ ³½·ÇÝ£

ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ »Õ³õ å³ÛÍ³é ÑáõÝãÝ áõ
ßáõÝãÁ ³ÝÉé»ÉÇ ÏáãÝ³ÏÇÝ, áñ ï³Ï³õÇÝ ÏÁ ÕûÕ³Ýç¿
Ù»ñ Â»Ù¿Ý Ý»ñë£

²Ûá°, ì»Ñ³÷³ñÁ »Ï³õ, Ý»ñßÝã»ó áõ Ù»ÏÝ»ó³õ
Ù³Ûñ³í³Ýù£

ê³Ï³ÛÝ Ù»ñ Â»ÙÁ ï³Ï³õÇÝ ÏÁ ½·³Û ²ñ³Ù ².
Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÇ í»Ñ³Ï³Ý Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ, ÏÁ Éë¿ ³Ýáñ
å³ï·³ÙÝ»ñÁ, áñáÝù Ï°³ñÓ³·³Ý·»Ý Ù»ñ Ñá·ÇÝ»-
ñáõÝ Ù¿ç£

ì»Ñ³÷³éÁ ·Ý³ó£ ê³Ï³ÛÝ ì»Ñ³÷³éÁ ÏÁ ÙÝ³Û
Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ Ñ»ï »õ Ù¿ç£
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During the month of October 2005 the Eastern Prelacy
welcomed the visit of His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of

the Great House of Cilicia.
The purpose of his visit? To celebrate the 75th anniver-

sary of the Armenian Theological Seminary in Antelias.
Vehapar�s visit also presented the opportunity to celebrate
the 10th anniversary of his election and consecration to the
pontifical throne of the Holy See of Cilicia.

All of the series of events that had been planned took
place successfully. The Seminary was rekindled in the minds
and hearts of the faithful by the public events, as well as by
various publications that were printed, and personal recep-
tions and meetings. Our faithful people experienced the past
and present of the Seminary, whose mission since its found-
ing has been devotion and service to our people.

Well known in ecumenical circles and highly respected,
His Holiness�s visit provided the opportunity to organize
ecumenical symposiums, as well as meetings with church
leaders. His knowledge and ability to examine questions,
find solutions and present them cogently to his audience,
demonstrate the working of his analytical mind, which
received its original nurturing in the Seminary classrooms
and which was enriched with his participation in ecumenical
life.

The 1600th anniversary of the invention of the Armenian
alphabet by St. Mesrob Mashtots was present in all of the
events. The genius of St. Mesrob was a part of every cultural
program, be it by words or songs. St. Mesrob�s imprint was
also left on the scholarly world by the international sympo-
sium at Harvard University.

Vehapar�s 10th anniversary was appropriately remem-
bered with joy and acknowledgement of his accomplish-
ments on behalf of the Cilician See during the past decade, as
well as his personal accomplishments, including his writings
and lectures.

During all of the events�religious, cultural, and com-
memorative�he delivered special and appropriate mes-

sages. His messages were not ordinary recitations, but rather
messages that analyzed and provided resolution. His mes-
sages were relevant for old and young and clearly presented
all of the challenges that confront our religious and national
life in America. Vehapar�s words resonated and remained in
the essence of his audience. His presence became captivating,
his sincerity impressive, and his friendship enriching.

Without doubt, knowledge and education are central
and important in our minds as it is in Vehapar�s. Knowledge
and education were the axis for the founding of the Seminary
and remain its life and mission. The Cilician See�s Seminary
became in our Diasporan life an institution that had a mirac-
ulous and providential role, filling the spiritual and cultural
needs of our displaced and massacred nation.

In each of the communities Vehapar met with the clergy,
as well as teachers, choirmasters, intellectuals and journal-
ists. Many of them received their education at the Seminary.
They became the evangelists of God�s word, and the preach-
ers and protectors of our national values. In both the church
and the school, in the newspaper and on stage, they gave
back what they received at the Seminary. They transmitted to
the faithful the values that they themselves received at the
Seminary. It is impossible to view Diasporan life and not see
those who received their training and skills at the Seminary.

These are the things that prod us to remain steadfast
beside the Seminary, not only on the occasion of the 75th
anniversary, but always, so that the bells will ring in our spir-
itual and cultural chapels, ensuring the survival of our
nation. 

His Holiness became the brilliant sound and breath of
the inexorable belfry, which still resonates in us.

Yes, Vehapar came, inspired us and returned to the
mother monastery.

But we still feel his presence, still hear his words, which
echo in our hearts and minds.

Vehapar left, but he remains with us. X

Prelate�s Message

Vehapar Came and Went

But He Remains With Us

X
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Ø»ÍÇ î³ÝÝ ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëáõÃ»³Ý ²ÝÃÇÉÇ³ëÇ

Ø³Ûñ³í³Ýù¿Ý ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý ç»ñÙ ëÇñáí áõ

Ñ³Ûñ³å»ï³Ï³Ý ûñÑÝáõÃ»³Ùµ ÏþáÕçáõÝ»Ýù Ó»½£ 

²ÝóÝáÕ ßáõñç »ñÏáõ ³ÙÇëÝ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ Û³çáñ¹³-

µ³ñ Ó»½Ç Ñ»ï »Õ³Ýù ø³Ý³ï³ÛÇ »õ ØÇ³ó»³É Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»-

ñáõ ²ñ»õÙï»³Ý áõ ²ñ»õ»É»³Ý Ã»Ù»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç£ Ò»½Ç Ñ»ï

»Õ³Ýù »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõ áõ ¹åñáóÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç, Ñ³Ý¹ÇåáõÙÝ»-

ñáõ áõ ÁÝ¹áõÝ»ÉáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ, Ñ³Ù³ÛÝù³ÛÇÝ

Ï»¹ñáÝÝ»ñáõ áõ µ³ñ»ëÇñ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ëï³ïáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ

Ù¿ç£ ºñ»ù Ã»Ù»ñáõÝ ïáõ³Í Ø»ñ Ñáíáõ³å»ï³Ï³Ý ³Ûë

³Ûó»ÉáõÃÇõÝÁ ³éÇÃ ÙÁ »Õ³õ Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ½³õ³ÏÝ»-

ñáõÝ Ñ»ï Û³×³Ë³ÏÇûñ¿Ý ÁÉÉ³Éáõ »õ ³õ»ÉÇ Ùûï¿Ý ×³Ýã-

Ý³Éáõ Ù»ñ Ã»Ù»ñÁª Çñ»Ýó Ý»ñùÇÝ ¹ñáõ³Íùáí áõ Ï³éáÛó-

Ý»ñáí, Çñ»Ýó Çñ³·áñÍáõÙÝ»ñáí áõ Íñ³·ÇñÝ»ñáí ÇÝãå¿ë

Ý³»õ Çñ»Ýó ¹ÇÙ³·ñ³õ³Í Ùï³Ñá·áõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí áõ Ù³ñ-

ï³Ññ³õ¿ñÝ»ñáí£ Ø»ñ ³Ûó»ÉáõÃÇõÝÁ Ý³»õ ³éÇÃ ÁÝÍ³Û»ó

å»ï³Ï³Ý, ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý, ³Ï³¹»Ù³Ï³Ý áõ ÙÇç-»Ï»Õ»ó³-

Ï³Ý Ñ³Ý¹ÇåáõÙÝ»ñ áõÝ»Ý³Éáõ, ¹³ë³ËûëáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ

ï³Éáõ Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç áõ Ý³Ë³·³Ñ»Éáõ ÙÇç³½-

·³ÛÇÝ Ñ³Ù³·áõÙ³ñÝ»ñáõ£

´Ý³Ï³Ý³µ³ñ ¸åñ»í³ÝùÇ 75-³Ù»³ÏÇ ÝßáõÙÁ Ï³ñ»-

õáñ ï»Õ ·ñ³õ»ó Ø»ñ ³Ûó»ÉáõÃ»³Ý Íñ³·ñÇÝ Ù¿ç£ ²ñ¹³-

ñ»õ, ¸åñ»í³ÝùÇ 75 ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ Ñ³Ù³ë-

÷Çõéù»³Ý Ù³ßï³åáí Éáõë³ñÓ³ÏÇ ï³Ï µ»ñ»Éáõ ³Ûë ×Ç-

·Á, íëï³Ñ³µ³ñ Ù»ñ Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ åÇïÇ

¹³éÝ³Û ¸åñ»í³Ýù»³Ý Ù³ñ¹³Ï»ñïáõÙÇ ³é³ù»Éáõ-

ÃÇõÝÁ Ý»ñÏ³Û Ï»³ÝùÇ Ññ³Ù³Û³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ ¹ÇÙ³ó í»ñ³-

Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñå»Éáõ áõ í»ñ³Ýáñá·»Éáõ ëù³Ýã»ÉÇ ³éÇÃ ÙÁ áõ

Ñ½ûñ Ù³ñï³Ññ³õ¿ñ ÙÁ£ 

Êáñ ·áÑáõÝ³ÏáõÃ»³Ùµ Ñ³ëï³ï»óÇÝù, Ã¿ Ù»ñ »ñ»ù

Ã»Ù»ñáõ ²é³çÝáñ¹ êñµ³½³ÝÝ»ñáõ áõ ²½·. ÆßË³Ýáõ-

Ã»³Ýó Ñ»ï»õáÕ³Ï³Ý, ÝáõÇñ»³É áõ ïùÝ³ç³Ý ³ßË³ï³Ý-

ùÇÝ áñå¿ë Ñ»ï»õ³Ýù, Ù»ñ Ã»Ù»ñÁ ³Ûëûñ ÏÁ ·ïÝáõÇÝ

Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñå áõ  Ï»ÝëáõÝ³Ï ÁÝÃ³óùÇ ÙÁ Ù¿ç£ Ú³ïáõÏ áõ-

ñ³ËáõÃ»³Ùµ Ý³»õ íÏ³Û»óÇÝù, áñ Ù»ñ Ã»Ù³Ï³Ý Ï³-

éáÛóÝ»ñáõÝ ßáõñç Ñ³Ù³ËÙµáõ³Í ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ ÙÁ Ï³Û, Çñ

Ùï³õáñ³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ùµ áõ »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹áõÃ»³Ùµ. ÅáÕá-

íáõñ¹ ÙÁ, áñ Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇó ¿ Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇÝ »õ

½·³ÛáõÝ Ù»ñ Ï»³ÝùÁ Ûáõ½áÕ ËÝ¹ÇñÝ»ñáõÝ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ£ 

ØÇ³ó»³É Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñáõ áõ ø³Ý³ï³ÛÇ Ã»Ù»ñáõÝ

Ï³ï³ñ³Í Ø»ñ ³Ûó»ÉáõÃ»Ý¿Ý í»ñ³¹³ñÓÇÝ, Ïþáõ½»Ýù

ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ·Í»ñáí, Ï³ñ· ÙÁ ÛÇß»óáõÙÝ»ñ áõ ÁÝ¹·ÍáõÙ-

Ý»ñ Ï³ï³ñ»É áõÕÕáõ³Í Ù»ñ »ñ»ù Ã»Ù»ñáõÝ£

w

ww

Ð³õ³ïùÇ í»ñ³Ýáñá·áõÙ
Ø»ñ å³ï·³ÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç Ï³ñ»õáñáõÃ»³Ùµ ÏÁ ß»ß-

ï»óÇÝù Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñë ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý

Ñ³õ³ïùÇ í»ñÝáñá·Ù³Ý Ññ³Ù³Û³Ï³Ý ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßïáõ-

ÃÇõÝÁ£  ²é³Ýó Ñ³õ³ïùÇ Ù³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Ï»³ÝùÁ, Çñ ³ÝÑ³-

ï³Ï³Ý Ã¿ Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý ³ñï³Û³ÛïáõÃ»³Ùµ, ÏÁ ÏáñëÝó-

Ý¿ Çñ Ñ³ñ³½³ï ¹ÇÙ³·ÇÍÁ áõ ×ßÙ³ñÇï Ýå³ï³ÏÁ£ ²Ýá-

ñáßáõÃ»³Ý áõ ï³·Ý³åÇ Ù¿ç ·ïÝáõáÕ Ý»ñÏ³Û ÁÝÏ»ñáõ-

ÃÇõÝÁ Çñ ÇÝùÝáõÃ»³Ý ÷ÝïéïáõùÇÝ Ù¿ç ¿ª Ñ³õ³ïùÇ Ñ½û-

ñ³óÙ³Ý ×³Ùµáí£ ²Ûë »ñ»õáÛÃÁ ³ÛÝù³Ý ³ÏÝÛ³Ûï ¿ ³Ù»-

ñÇÏ»³Ý ÁÝÏ»ñáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç, ³Ûëûñ£ Ø»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ½³-

õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ Ùûï »õë µ³ó³Û³Ûï ×Ç· ÙÁ ÝßÙ³ñ»óÇÝù ¹¿åÇ

Ñá·»õáñ ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñ£ 

Ø»Í³å¿ë ·Ý³Ñ³ï»ÉÇ ³Ûë »ñ»õáÛÃÁ ë³Ï³ÛÝ å¿ïù ã¿

ÙÝ³Û ëáëÏ ½·³ó³Ï³Ý ë³ÑÙ³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç, ¹³éÝ³Éáí

í³Õ³ÝóáõÏ áõ Ù³Ï»ñ»ë³ÛÇÝ »ñ»õáÛÃ ÙÁ ÙÇ³ÛÝ£ Ø»ñ

Ï»³ÝùÁ ²ëïáõÍáÛ Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃ»³Ùµ ³ÛÉ³Ï»ñåáÕ »õ Ù»ñ

³ÝÑ³ï³Ï³Ý Ã¿ Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ûëï³Ï áõÕÕáõ-

ÃÇõÝ ïáõáÕ Ñ³õ³ïùÇ ·Çï³ÏÇó ×Ç· ÙÁ å¿ïù ¿ ¹³éÝ³Û

Ñá·»õáñ ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñáõ Ù»ñ Ï³åáõ³ÍáõÃÇõÝÁ£ øñÇëïáÝ¿-

³Ï³Ý Ñ³õ³ïùÇ í»ñ³Ýáñá·Ù³Ý ³Ûë ÁÝÃ³óùÁ ³ÛÝåÇëÇ

ÑáõÝ³õáñáõÙ å¿ïù ¿ ëï³Ý³Û, áõñ ûï³ñ³Ùáõï ³õ³Ý-

¹áõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ áõ Ó»õ»ñ å¿ïù ã¿ »ñµ»ù ï»Õ ·ñ³õ»Ý£ Ø»ñ

ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³õ³ïùÇ í»ñ³Ýáñá·Ù³Ý ×Ç-

·Á å¿ïù ¿ Õ»Ï³í³ñáõÇ Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ÏáÕÙ¿ª ë³Ï³ÛÝ

Ù»ñ ¹³ñ³õáñ Ñá·»õáñ ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñáõ áõ ³õ³Ý¹áõÃÇõÝÝ»-

ñáõ å³ïß³×»óáõÙáí Ù»½ ßñç³å³ïáÕ å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ áõ

Ï»³ÝùÇ Ýáñ Ññ³Ù³Û³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ£ ²ÛÝù³Ý Ï»Ýë³Ï³Ý ³Ûë

³ßË³ï³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç Ù»ñ Ñá·»õáñ³Ï³Ý»ñÁ ³é³Ýóù³ÛÇÝ

¹»ñ áõÝÇÝ Ï³ï³ñ»ÉÇù£ 

Ð³Û »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý Ï»Ýë³·áñÍáõÙ
Ø»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñë ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý Ñ³-

õ³ïùÇ í»ñ³½³ñÃûÝùÇ áõ í»ñ³Ýáñá·Ù³Ý ³ßË³ï³ÝùÁ

Ý³Ë³Ó»éÝ»Éáõ áõ ³é³çÝáñ¹»Éáõ Ïáãáõ³Í ¿ Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»-

óÇÝ£ ê³ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ³é³çÝ³Ñ»ñÃ å³ñï³õáñáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿£

ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ á°ã ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ñ³õ³ïùÇ ³ÕµÇõñ ¿ áõ ëÝáõóÇã, ³ÛÉ

Ý³»õ Ñ³õ³ïùÇ ï³ñ³ÍÇã£ ²°Ûë Ý³Ë³ÝÓ³ËÝ¹ñáõÃ»³Ùµ

Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ å¿ïù ¿ ¹áõñë ·³Û Çñ ÍÇë³Ï³Ý áõ í³ñã³-

Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇ Ý»Õ ë³ÑÙ³ÝÝ»ñ¿Ý »õ áñå¿ë Ñ³õ³ïùÇ ³é³-

ù»ÉáõÃÇõÝ ÙïÝ¿ Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñë£ ºÏ»Õ»-

óÇÝª ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ Ù¿ç, ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ Ñ»ï áõ ÅáÕáíáõñ-

¹ÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ£ ê³ Éá½áõÝ· ã¿, ³ÛÉ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ñ³ñ³½³ï ÇÝù-

ÝáõÃ»³Ý áõ ×ßÙ³ñÇï ÏáãáõÙÇÝ í³õ»ñ³Ï³Ý ³ñï³Û³Û-

ïáõÃÇõÝÁ£ ²Ûëå¿°ë å¿ïù ¿ ÁÉÉ³Û øñÇëïáëÇ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ,

³Ù¿°Ý ï»Õ áõ µáÉáñ å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç£ ²°Ûë ÏÁ ëå³ë¿
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Ý³»õ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Á »Ï»Õ»óÇ¿Ý£ ²Ûë ÍÇñ¿Ý Ý»ñë ³½¹áõ ¹»ñ

ÏñÝ³Ý áõÝ»Ý³É Ù³Ý³õ³Ý¹ Ù»ñ ÍË³ÛÇÝ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÁ

Çñ»Ýó Ñá·»õáñ ÑáíÇõÝ»ñáí áõ Ù³ñÙÇÝÝ»ñáí£ 

Ð³Û »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ Ý³»õ Ïáãáõ³Í ¿ ³½·³ÛÇÝ Í³é³Ûáõ-

Ã»³Ý£ ²½·³ÛÇÝ Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝ Áë»Éáí ÏÁ Ñ³ëÏÝ³Ýùª Ù»ñ

ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç Ï³ñÇùÝ»ñáõÝ ÁÝ¹³é³ç»Éáõ, ³Ýáñ ó³õ»ñáõÝ

¹³ñÙ³Ý ·ïÝ»Éáõ áõ ³ÝáÝó Ï»³ÝùÁ ³½·³ÛÇÝ ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»-

ñáí áõ ³õ³Ý¹áõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí Ñ³ñëï³óÝ»Éáõ ³½¹áõ ³Ù-

µáÕç³Ýáõ¿ñ Û³ÝÓÝ³éáõÃÇõÝ, áñ íÇ×³Ïáõ³Í ¿ Ù»ñ »Ï»-

Õ»óõáÛª Û³ïÏ³å¿ë ê÷ÇõéùÇ ³å³Ñ³Û³óÝáÕ ÙÇç³í³ÛñÇÝ

Ù¿ç£ Ø»ñ ëå³ëáõÙÝ ¿ áñ Ù»ñ ÍË³ÛÇÝ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÁ, áñ-

å¿ë ÑÇÙùÁ Ù»ñ Ã»Ù³Ï³Ý Ï³éáÛóÇÝ áõ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ ³õ»ÉÇ°

Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÇÝ Çñ»Ýó Ý»ñùÇÝ Ï»³Ýùáí áõ ¹³éÝ³Ý

³õ»ÉÇ° ³ßËáÛÅ Çñ»Ýó ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³Ïã³Ï³Ý, ³õ»ï³ñ³Ýã³-

Ï³Ý áõ Í³é³Û³Ï³Ý ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ùµ£ Ð»ï»õ³µ³ñ, Ù»ñ

ÍË³ÛÇÝ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÁ Çñ»Ýó µáÉáñ »ñ»ëÝ»ñáí áõ ·áñÍáõ-

Ý¿áõÃ»³Ùµ í»ñ³Ýáñá·»Éáõ áõ í»ñ³Ï»Ýë³õáñ»Éáõ Û³ÝÓ-

Ý³éáõÃÇõÝÁ ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý ³é³çÝ³Ñ»ñÃáõÃÇõÝ å¿ïù ¿

¹³éÝ³Û Ù»ñ »ñ»ù Ã»Ù»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ£

ÎñûÝ³Ï³Ý áõ Ñ³Û»óÇ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý

í»ñ³Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÙ
Ú³ïáõÏ ·áÑáõÝ³ÏáõÃ»³Ùµ ÝßÙ³ñ»óÇÝù, áñ Ù»ñ Ã»-

Ù»ñ¿Ý Ý»ñë ³Ûë áõÕÕáõÃ»³Ùµ »ñ³Ëï³ß³ï ³ßË³ï³Ýù

ÏÁ ß³ñáõÝ³ÏáõÇ Ï³ï³ñáõÇÉ£ ÎñûÝ³Ï³Ý ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³Ïáõ-

Ã»³Ý ÍÇñ¿Ý Ý»ñë ÏÁ ·áñÍ»Ý ÏÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û í³ñÅ³ñ³Ý-

Ý»ñ, ÏÁ Ï³ï³ñáõÇÝ êáõñµ ¶ñáó ë»ñïáÕáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ, ï»-

ÕÇ ÏþáõÝ»Ý³Ý »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹³Ï³Ý Ñ³õ³ùÝ»ñ »õ Ñ»ï»õáÕ³-

Ï³Ý ×Ç· ÏÁ Ï³ï³ñáõÇ ³½·³ÛÇÝ í³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÝ»ñ¿Ý Ý»ñë

³õ»ÉÇ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñå»Éáõ ÏñûÝ³Ï³Ý ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃÇõÝÁ£

²Ûë ³ßË³ï³ÝùÁ å¿ïù ¿ ³õ»ÉÇ Íñ³·ñáõ³Í áõ ·áñÍÝ³-

Ï³Ý ÑáõÝÇ Ù¿ç ¹Ý»É£ Ð³ñÏ ¿ ³é³õ»É³·áÛÝ ã³÷áí û·ï³-

·áñÍ»É ÉëáÕ³-ï»ëáÕ³Ï³Ý ³ñÑ»ëï³·ÇïáõÃ»³Ý µáÉáñ

ÙÇçáóÝ»ñÁ, ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý Ï³½Ù³õáñÙ³Ý ×³Ùµáí Ñ³ë-

Ý»Éáõ Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ áõ Ù³ëÝ³õáñ³µ³ñ

Ýáñ ë»ñáõÝ¹ÇÝ£ 

ÆÝã ÏÁ í»ñ³µ»ñÇ Ñ³Û»óÇ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý, Ù»ñ

»ñ»ù Ã»Ù»ñÁ Çñ»Ýó Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÇÝ, åÇõï×¿ÇÝ áõ Ù³ñ¹áõ-

ÅÇÝ Ï³ñ»õáñ³·áÛÝ µ³ÅÇÝÁ ÏÁ Û³ïÏ³óÝ»Ý Ñ³Û í³ñÅ³-

ñ³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ£ Ø»ñ Ýáñ ë»ñáõÝ¹Ç Ñ³Û»óÇ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³Ïáõ-

Ã»³Ý ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ Çñ»Ýó áõÝ»ó³Í Ý³Ë³ÝÓ³ËÝ¹ñáõÃ»³Ý

áñå¿ë ³ñï³Û³ÛïáõÃÇõÝ, ³ÝáÝù ÖÇ· ã»Ý ËÝ³Û»ñ Ýáñ

Íñ³·ÇñÝ»ñ Ùß³Ï»Éáõ áõ Û³Ý¹áõ·Ý Ý³Ë³Ó»éÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»-

ñáõ ¹ÇÙ»Éáõ£ Ø»ñ Ñ³Ý¹ÇåáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ Ññ³-

å³ñ³Ï³ÛÇÝ ³ñï³Û³ÛïáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ Ï³ñ»-

õáñáõÃ»³Ùµ ß»ßï»óÇÝù Ñ³Û»óÇ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý Ýáñ

ÙÕáõÙ ï³Éáõ ³ÝÛ»ï³Ó·»ÉÇ Ññ³Ù³Û³Ï³ÝÁ£ Ø»ñ ÏñÃ³-

Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÁ Çñ µáÉáñ »ñ»ëÝ»ñáí ÏÁ Ï³ñûï Ñ³Ù³å³ñ-

÷³Ï í»ñ³ñÅ»õáñáõÙÇ áõ í»ñ³¹³ë³õáñáõÙÇ£ ²ÝÑñ³-

Å»ßï ¿ ÏñÃ³Ï³Ý Çñ³å³ßï ù³Õ³ù³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝ ÙÁ Ùß³-

Ï»É, áõñ ï»Õ³Ï³Ý å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ å³ïß³×»óÙ³Ý ³éÁÝ-

Ã»ñ Ï³ñ»õáñ ¿ Û³ïáõÏ áõß³¹ñáõÃÇõÝ ÁÝÍ³Û»É Ñ³Û»óÇ

¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý£ Ð³ñÏ ¿ Ýáñ ¹åñáóÝ»ñ ÑÇÙÝ»É Û³ï-

Ï³å¿ë Ñ³Û³ÑáÍ ßñç³ÝÝ»ñ¿Ý Ý»ñë. »õ ³ßË³ñÑ³·ñ³Ï³Ý

Ñ»é³õáñáõÃ»³Ý å³ï×³é³õ ûï³ñ ¹åñáóÝ»ñ Û³×³ËáÕ

Ñ³Û ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ Û³ïáõÏ ¹³ëÁÝÃ³óùÝ»ñ

å¿ïù ¿ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñå»É ³õ»ÉÇ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñå ¹ñáõÃ»³Ùµ£

²Ûë µáÉáñÁ Íñ³·ñáõ³Í áõ Ñ»ï»õáÕ³Ï³Ý ³ßË³ï³Ýù

Ïþ»ÝÃ³¹ñ¿, áñáõÝ å¿ïù ¿ ÉÍáõÇÝ Ù»ñ »ñ»ù Ã»Ù»ñÁ ³Û-

ëû°ñ, í³ÕÁ ÏñÝ³Û á¯õß ÁÉÉ³É£ 

Üáñ Ù³ñ¹áõÅÇ å³ïñ³ëïáõÃÇõÝ
ì»ñáÛÇß»³É ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñÁ ÝÇõÃ³Ï³Ý É³ÛÝ Ï³ñ»-

ÉÇáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ ÏáÕùÇÝ Ý³»õ Ïþ»ÝÃ³¹ñ»Ý Ù³ñ¹áõÅ£

²ÛÝåÇëÇ Ù³ñ¹áõÅ, áñ ·Çï³Ï³Ý å³ïñ³ëïáõÃÇõÝ áõÝ»-

Ý³Û, Ùûï¿Ý ×³ÝãÝ³Û Ù»ñ ³½·³ÛÇÝ Ï»³ÝùÁ áõ Ù»½ ßñç³-

å³ïáÕ å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñÁ£ Ø³ñ¹áõÅÇ, Ñá·»õáñ³Ï³Ý Ã¿ ³ß-

Ë³ñÑ³Ï³Ý,  å³ïñ³ëïáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç ³Ûë »ñ»ù ³½¹³ÏÝ»-

ñáõ Ñ³Ù³ï»Õ áõ Ý»ñ¹³ßÝ³Ï Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ ÏÁ ÝÏ³-

ï»Ýù ËÇëï ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï£ ²ÛÉ Ëûëùáí, ÐÇõëÇë³ÛÇÝ ²Ù»ñÇ-

Ï³ÛÇ Ù»ñ ·³ÕáõÃÝ»ñ¿Ý Ý»ñë Ñá·»õáñ áõ ³½·³ÛÇÝ Í³-

é³ÛáõÃ»³Ý ÉÍáõáÕ ³½·³ÛÇÝÝ»ñÁ Ý³ËÁÝïñ³µ³ñ å¿ïù

¿ ÁÉÉ³Ý ÝáÛÝ ÙÇç³í³ÛñÇ ÍÝáõÝ¹ »õ Çñ»Ýó ßñç³å³ïÁ É³-

õ³å¿ë ×³ÝãóáÕ ³ÝÓ»ñ£  Ø³ëÝ³·ÇïáõÃ»³Ý ³éÁÝÃ»ñ,

³ÝáÝù å¿ïù ¿ Ùûï¿Ý Ñ³Õáñ¹ ¹³ñÓ³Í ÁÉÉ³Ý Ù»ñ ³½·³-

ÛÇÝ Çñ³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý, Çñ µáÉáñ »ñ»ëÝ»ñáí£ ÜÙ³Ý ³ÝÓ»ñ

ÙÇ³ÛÝ åÇïÇ Ï³ñ»Ý³Ý Çñ»Ýó û·ï³ß³ï Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ

µ»ñ»É Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇÝ µáÉá°ñ µÝ³·³õ³éÝ»ñ¿Ý

Ý»ñë£ 

Ð»ï»õ³µ³ñ, ³Ýó³Í å¿ïù ¿ ÝÏ³ï»É ³ÛÉ»õë ³ÛÝ Å³-

Ù³Ý³ÏÝ»ñÁ »ñµ ¹áõñë¿Ý Ù³ñ¹áõÅ µ»ñ»Éáõ Ñ»õùÇÝ Ù¿ç

¿ÇÝ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ Ù»ñ ·³ÕáõÃÝ»ñÁ£  ²Ûëûñ Ù³ñ¹áõÅÇ

ÑëÏ³Û Ï³ñ»ÉÇáõÃÇõÝ ÙÁ ·áÛáõÃÇõÝ áõÝÇ ØÇ³ó»³É Ü³-

Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñáõ áõ ø³Ý³ï³ÛÇ Ù¿ç£ Ø»ñ ³Ûó»ÉáõÃ»³Ý ÁÝÃ³ó-

ùÇÝ, áõñ³ËáõÃ»³Ùµ ÝßÙ³ñ»óÇÝù, Ã¿ Ù»ñ Ï³éáÛóÝ»ñáõÝ

ßáõñç ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ ÍÝ³Í áõ Ï³½Ù³õáñáõ³Í »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹Ý»ñ

Ï³Ý, áñáÝù å³ïñ³ëï »Ý Í³é³Û»Éáõ Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ£

ä¿ïù ¿ Ý³»õ ³½·³ÛÇÝ ³éáÕç Ï³½Ù³õáñáõÙ ï³É ³ÝáÝó£

Ø»ñ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÁ, Ù»ñ Ï³éáÛóÝ»ñÝ áõ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõ-

ÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ Çñ»Ýó ·ñ³õãáõÃÇõÝÁ áõ Ï³ñ»õáñáõÃÇõÝÁ åÇ-

ïÇ ÏáñëÝóÝ»Ý »Ã¿ ÑáÝ ·³ÉÇù ë»ñáõÝ¹Ý»ñÁ ãï»ëÝ»Ý

å³ïñ³ëïáõ³Í, ·Çï³ÏÇó áõ ÝáõÇñ»³É ³ÝÓ»ñ£ ºÃ¿ Ïþáõ-

½»Ýù Ù»ñ Ï³éáÛóÝ»ñÁ í»ñ³Ýáñá·»É áõ ³ÛÅÙ¿³Ï³Ý³óÝ»É

Çñ»Ýó Ï»³Ýùáí áõ ·áñÍáõÝ¿áõÃ»³Ùµ, å¿ïù ¿ Ý³Ë ÑáÝ

·áñÍáÕ Ù³ñ¹áõÅÁ í»ñ³Ýáñá·»Ýù£ 

¶áñÍ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝª Ç ËÝ¹Çñ Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ áõ

ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ ³ÙµáÕç³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý å³Ñå³ÝÙ³Ý
²Ûëå¿°ë å³ï·³Ù»óÇÝù Ù»ñ Ññ³å³ñ³Ï³ÛÇÝ »ÉáÛÃ-

Ý»ñáõÝ Ã¿ ³ÝÓÝ³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ý¹ÇåáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ£ Ø»ñ

Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñë Ã»Ù³Ï³Ý áõ Ïáõë³Ïó³Ï³Ý Ý»ñùÇÝ ï³ñ³-

Ï³ñÍáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ áõ ½·³ÛÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ ·áÛáõÃÇõÝ áõÝÇÝ£

²Û¹ Ñ³ñó»ñáõ Ñ³Ý·ñáõ³Ý³ÛÇÝ ÉáõÍÙ³Ý ³é³çÝáñ¹áÕ

Çñ³å³ßï Ùûï»óáõÙÝ»ñáõ áõ Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý ·áñÍÁÝÃ³óù-

Ý»ñáõ ëï»ÕÍáõÙÁ ÏÁ ÝÏ³ï»Ýù Ï»Ýë³Ï³Ýª ÙÇßï Ù»ÏÝ»Éáí

ï»Õ³Ï³Ý å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñ¿Ý áõ ·³ÕáõÃÝ»ñáõ Ý»ñùÇÝ
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¹ñáõ³ÍùÝ»ñ¿Ý£ ØÇ³Å³Ù³Ý³Ï ë³Ï³ÛÝ, Ñ³Ù³½·³ÛÇÝ

³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñáõ, ëÏ½µáõÝùÝ»ñáõ áõ ß³Ñ»ñáõ ßáõñç Ù»ñ µáÉáñ

Ï³éáÛóÝ»ñáõÝ »õ Ù»ñ  ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç µáÉáñ ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ

Ñ³Ù³ËÙµáõÙÁ ÏÁ ÝÏ³ï»Ýù ³é³çÝ³Ñ»ñÃ£ Ú³ïÏ³å¿ë

³Ù»ñÇÏ»³Ý ÙÇç³í³ÛñÇ Ù¿ç Ù»ñ Ï»³ÝùÇ µáÉá°ñ Ù³ñ½»ñ¿Ý

Ý»ñë, ³é³õ»É³·áÛÝ ã³÷áí ÙÇç-Ã»Ù³Ï³Ý, ÙÇç-Ïáõë³Ï-

ó³Ï³Ý áõ ÙÇç-ÙÇáõÃ»Ý³Ï³Ý ·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝ å¿ïù ¿

Û³é³ç³óÝ»É£ 

²ñ¹³ñ»õ, ·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃ»³°Ùµ ¿ áñ Ù»ñ Ñá·»õáñ,

Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ, ÏñÃ³Ï³Ý, µ³ñ»ëÇñ³Ï³Ý »õ ³ÛÉ Ï³éáÛó-

Ý»ñÁ åÇïÇ ¹³éÝ³Ý ³õ»ÉÇ ³ßËáÛÅ áõ ³ñ¹ÇõÝ³ß³ï£ ¶áñ-

Í³ÏóáõÃ»³°Ùµ ¿ áñ Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ ³õ»ÉÇáí

åÇïÇ Ñ³Ù³ËÙµáõÇÝ Ù»ñ Ï³éáÛóÝ»ñáõÝ ßáõñç »õ Çñ»Ýó

Ñ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ ·áñÍÝ³å¿ë ³åñÇÝ£ ¶áñÍ³ÏóáõÃ»³°Ùµ ¿ áñ

åÇïÇ »ñ³ßË³õáñ»Ýù Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ³ÙµáÕç³Ï³Ýáõ-

ÃÇõÝÁ áõ ³Ùñ³åÝ¹»Ýù Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ áõ ³½·ÇÝ ÙÇ³ëÝ³-

Ï³ÙáõÃÇõÝÁ£ ì»ñç³å¿ë, ·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃ»³°Ùµ ¿ áñ ê÷Çõé-

ùÁ ³õ»ÉÇ åÇïÇ Ñ½ûñ³óÝ»Ýù »õ ³Û¹ ×³Ùµáí ³õ»ÉÇ ·áñÍûÝ

Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝ åÇïÇ µ»ñ»Ýù Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ Ñ½ûñ³óÙ³Ý£

ºñµ Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ áõ Û³ïÏ³å¿ë Ýáñ ë»-

ñáõÝ¹Á ãï»ëÝ¿ ³Û¹ ·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÁ, Ñ»ï½Ñ»ï¿ åÇïÇ

Ñ»é³Ý³Û Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñ¿Ý, Ù»ñ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÇ Ï»¹ñáÝÝ»-

ñ¿Ý, Ù»ñ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ¿Ý, ³ÛÉ Ëûëùáíª Ù»ñ Ñ³-

õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ï»³Ýù¿Ý£ ä¿ïù ¿ ÁÉÉ³Ýù Ñ»é³ï»ë£

²½·³ÛÇÝ å³Ñ³Ýç³ïÇñ³Ï³Ý ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñáõ

Ñ½ûñ³óáõÙ
²ÛÉ ¹ñ³Ï³Ý »ñ»õáÛÃÝ»ñáõ ß³ñùÇÝ, Ù»Í ·áÑáõÝ³Ïáõ-

Ã»³Ùµ ÝßÙ³ñ»óÇÝù Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç Çñ³õáõÝùÝ»ñáõ Ñ»-

ï³åÝ¹Ù³Ý áõÕÕáõÃ»³Ùµ Ï³ï³ñáõáÕ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñÁª

Ã¿° ø³Ý³ï³ÛÇ »õ Ã¿° ØÇ³ó»³É Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñ¿Ý Ý»ñë£ Ð³Û

¹³ïÇ Ù³ñÙÇÝÝ»ñÁ ³Ù¿Ý ï»Õ ³ßËáÛÅ ·áñÍáõÝ¿áõÃ»³Ý

ÉÍáõ³Í »Ý. ³ÝáÝù ÙÝ³ÛáõÝ Ï³åÇ Ù¿ç »Ý ù³Õ³ù³å»ïÝ»-

ñáõÝ, å»ï³Ï³Ý »ñ»ë÷áË³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ, Í»ñ³Ïáõï³Ï³ÝÝ»-

ñáõÝ áõ Ïáõë³Ïó³Ï³Ý å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ»ï£

²ñ¹³ñ»õ, »ñÏ³ñ ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ íñ³Û ï³ñ³Íáõ³Í Éáõñç

³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñáõ Ñ»ï»õ³Ýùáí ¿ áñ ³Ýó»³É ï³ñÇ ø³Ý³-

ï³ÛÇ ËáñÑñ¹³ñ³ÝÁ ×³Ýãó³õ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ó»Õ³ëå³Ýáõ-

ÃÇõÝÁ, ØÇ³ó»³É Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñáõ Ï³ñ· ÙÁ Ý³Ñ³Ý·³ÛÇÝ

ËáñÑñ¹³ñ³ÝÝ»ñÁ å³ïßûÝ³Ï³Ý ×³Ý³ãáõÙ ïáõÇÝ Ñ³Û-

Ï³Ï³Ý ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý »õ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ó»Õ³ëå³Ýáõ-

Ã»³Ý Ñ³ñóÁ Ñ³ë³õ ØÇ³ó»³É Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñáõ ËáñÑñ¹³-

ñ³ÝÁ£ 

Ð³Û ¹³ïÇ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñáõ ßñç³·Í¿Ý Ý»ñë, áõñ³-

ËáõÃ»³Ùµ ³Ï³Ý³ï»ë ¹³ñÓ³Ýù Ý³»õ ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý ·Ç-

ïáõÃ»³Ýó áõ ÙÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ ûñ¿ÝùÇ Ù¿ç Ù³ëÝ³·Çï³ó³Í

Ù»ñ »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹Ý»ñáõÝ ëï»ÕÍ³Í ³ßË³ï³Ýù³ÛÇÝ Ï³-

åÇÝ ËáñÑñ¹³ñ³Ý³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ áõ Í»ñ³Ïáõï³Ï³ÝÝ»-

ñáõÝ Ñ»ï£ ¶áÑáõÝ³ÏáõÃ»³Ùµ Ñ³ëï³ï»óÇÝù Ý³»õ å»-

ï³Ï³Ý-ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý ßñç³Ý³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ áõÝ»ó³Í É³ÛÝ Í³-

ÝûÃáõÃÇõÝÁ Ñ³Û ¹³ïÇ Ù³ëÇÝ »õ Ù³Ý³õ³Ý¹ ³ÝáÝó

å³ïñ³ëï³Ï³ÙáõÃÇõÝÁ ³ç³ÏÇó ¹³éÝ³Éáõ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý

ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý ×³Ý³ãÙ³Ý ·áñÍÁÝÃ³óÇÝ£ ÆÝãå¿ë

Ã»É³¹ñ»óÇÝù Ð³Û ¸³ïÇ Î»¹ñáÝ³Ï³Ý Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇÝ,

Ñ³Û ¹³ïÇ ·Íáí Ï³ï³ñáõáÕ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñÁ å¿ïù ¿ ß³-

ñáõÝ³ÏáõÇÝ Ýáñ Ã³÷áí áõ ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ý»ñÏ³Û å³Û-

Ù³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³å³ï³ëË³Ý Ùûï»óáõÙáí£ Ø»ñ Ã»Ù³-

Ï³É ³é³çÝáñ¹Ý»ñÁ áõ ³½·³ÛÇÝ ÇßË³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ åÇïÇ

ß³ñáõÝ³Ï»Ý µ»ñ»É Çñ»Ýó ³ÙµáÕç³Ï³Ý áõ ·áñÍûÝ Ù³ë-

Ý³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÁ Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ³ñ¹³ñ Çñ³õáõÝùÝ»ñáõ

Ñ»ï³åÝ¹Ù³Ý ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñáõÝ, áñáíÑ»ï»õ Ñ³Û ¹³ïÁ

Ý³»õ Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ¹³ïÝ ¿, ³Ý ³Ùµá°Õç Ñ³ÛáõÃ»³Ý

¹³ïÝ ¿£ 

ìëï³ÑÇÉ Ýáñ ë»ñáõÝ¹ÇÝ
Ð³Û Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³Ý³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõ áõ »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹áõÃ»³Ý

Ñ»ï áõÝ»ó³Í Ø»ñ Ñ³Ý¹ÇåáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ áõ »ñÏËûëáõÃ»³Ý

ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ ÝÏ³ï»óÇÝù, áñ ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýñ³å¿ë Ý»ñÏ³Û ÁÝÏ»-

ñáõÃÇõÝÁ áõ Ù³ëÝ³õáñ³µ³ñ Ñ³Û Ï»³ÝùÁ Ûáõ½áÕ ËÝ¹Çñ-

Ý»ñáõ áõ »ñ»õáÛÃÝ»ñáõ ·Íáí ³ÝáñáßáõÃÇõÝ ÙÁ ·áÛáõ-

ÃÇõÝ áõÝÇ ³ÝáÝó Ùûï£ ÜßÙ³ñ»óÇÝù, áñ Ýáñ ë»ñáõÝ¹Á Ï³-

ñÇùÁ áõÝÇ áõÕÕáõÃ»³Ý£ Ü³»õ ½·³óÇÝù, áñ Ù»ñ Ýáñ ë»-

ñáõÝ¹ÇÝ Ùûï ³½·³ÛÇÝ Ï»³ÝùÇ Éáõë³ÝóùÇÝ íñ³Û å³Ñ-

áõ³Í ÁÉÉ³Éáõ Ñá·»µ³Ý³Ï³Ý µ³ñ¹áÛÃ ÙÁ ·áÛáõÃÇõÝ áõ-

ÝÇ£ ²ñ¹, ³Ù¿Ý µ³Ý¿ ³é³ç Ýáñ ë»ñáõÝ¹ÇÝ Ñ»ï ³ÝÏ»ÕÍ

»ñÏËûëáÃÇõÝÁ ÏÁ ÝÏ³ï»Ýù Ï»Ýë³Ï³Ý£ ÆÝãå¿ë Ø»ñ

å³ï·³ÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç ß»ßï»óÇÝù, »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹áõÃÇõÝÁ

³å³·³ÛÇÝ ãÇ å³ïÏ³ÝÇñ, ³ÛÉ Ý»ñÏ³ÛÇÝ£ Ü»ñÏ³Ý å³Ñ»É

³ÛÝå¿ë ÇÝãå¿ë áñ ¿, ÏÁ Ýß³Ý³Ï¿ ³Ýó»³ÉÇÝ Ù¿ç ³åñÇÉ£

ÐÇÝÁ Ýáñáí å¿ïù ¿ í»ñ³Ýáñá·»É »õ ÝáñÁ ÑÇÝáí ³õ»ÉÇ

½ûñ³óÝ»É£ Üáñ ë»ñáõÝ¹Á å¿ïù ¿ ·áñÍÝ³å¿ë Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇó

¹³éÝ³Û Ù»ñ ³Ûëûñáõ³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇÝ, ÝáÛÝÇëÏ Õ»Ï³í³ñáõ-

Ã»³Ý Ù³Ï³ñ¹³ÏÇ íñ³Û£ Üáñ ë»ñáõÝ¹Á Çñ Ù³ëÝ³·Çïáõ-

ÃÇõÝÁ, Çñ Ýáñ Ùûï»óáõÙÝ»ñÁ, É³ÛÝ ÑáñÇ½áÝÝ»ñáõ µ³ó-

áõ»Éáõ Çñ ù³çáõÃÇõÝÁ, Ù»ñ ³½·³ÛÇÝ Ï»³ÝùÁ í»ñ³Ýáñá-

·»Éáõ Çñ Û³ÝÓÝ³éáõÃÇõÝÁª Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ý ×³Ùµáí Ç

ëå³ë å¿ïù ¿ ¹Ý¿ Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý ³é³õ»É

Ï»Ýë³·áñÍÙ³Ý áõ ·³ÕáõÃÝ»ñáõ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ ³é³õ»É ½³ñ-

·³óÙ³Ý£ 

Ð»ï»õ³µ³ñ, Çñ³õáõÝù ãáõÝÇÝù ÙÇ³ÛÝ ³å³·³ÛÇÝ Ñ³-

Ù³ñ í»ñ³å³Ñ»Éáõ Ýáñ ë»ñáõÝ¹Á£ Æñ³õáõÝù ãáõÝÇÝù

ëáëÏ Ñ»ï»õáÕÇ Ïñ³õáñ³Ï³Ý ¹»ñÇÝ Ù¿ç ï»ëÝ»Éáõ »ñÇ-

ï³ë³ñ¹áõÃÇõÝÁ£ ä¿ïù ¿ íëï³ÑÇÉ »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹áõÃ»³Ý.

å¿ïù ¿ Ùûï»Ý³É ³ÝáÝó, »ñÏËûëáõÃÇõÝ ëï»ÕÍ»É ³ÝáÝó

Ñ»ï£ ²ÝóÝáÕ ï³ñáõ³Ý ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹áõÃ»³Ý

áõÕÕ³Í Ø»ñ »ñÏáõ Ñ³Ûñ³Ï³Ý Ý³Ù³ÏÝ»ñáí ³ñ¹¿Ý ÇëÏ

»ñÏËûëáõÃ»³Ý ëÏë³Í »Ýù Ù»ñ »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹Ý»ñáõÝ Ñ»ï£

Ø»Ýù ÏÁ Ñ³õ³ï³Ýù »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹áõÃ»³Ý áõÅ³Ï³Ýáõ-

Ã»³Ý áõ Ï³ñáÕ³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý£ ÎÁ Ñ³õ³ï³Ýù Ù»ñ ³½·³-

ÛÇÝ-»Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇÝ ³Ýáñ µ»ñ»ÉÇù »½³ÏÇ Ýå³ë-

ïÇÝ£ ØÇ³Å³Ù³Ý³Ï Ø»ñ ³ñ¹³ñ ëå³ëáõÙÝ ¿, áñ ÇÝã-ÇÝã

å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñáõ µ»ñáõÙáí, Ù»ñ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÝ»ñáõ Ï»³Ýù¿Ý

Ñ»é³ó³Í »ñÇï³ë³ñ¹Ý»ñÁ í»ñ³¹³éÝ³Ý Ù»½Ç, Ùûï»Ý³Ý

Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõÝ áõ Ï³éáÛóÝ»ñáõÝ »õ Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇó ¹³é-

Ý³Ý Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇÝ£ 
w

ww
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Outreach

º½ñ³Ï³óÝ»Éáí Ø»ñ Ñ³Ûñ³Ï³Ý ËûëùÁ, Ø»ñ ·Ý³Ñ³-

ï³ÝùÇÝ »õ áõñ³ËáõÃ»³Ý ³éÁÝÃ»ñ ³Ý·³Ù ÙÁ »õë

Ïþáõ½»Ýù ÛÇß»óÝ»É, áñ Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ Ù»Í

ëå³ëáõÙÝ»ñ áõÝÇÝ »Ï»Õ»óÇ¿Ý£ ìëï³Ñ »Ýù áñ Ù»ñ ²é³ç-

Ýáñ¹ êñµ³½³ÝÝ»ñÁ áõ ²½·³ÛÇÝ ÆßË³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ

µ³ñÓñ³·áÛÝ ³ëïÇ×³ÝÇ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõáõÃ»³Ùµ áõ

ÝáõÇñáõ³ÍáõÃ»³Ùµ åÇïÇ ß³ñáõÝ³Ï»Ý Çñ»Ýó Ñá·»õáñ

³é³ù»ÉáõÃÇõÝÁ áõ ³½·³ÛÇÝ Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁª Çñ»Ýó Ã»-

Ù³Ï³Ý ·áñÍáõÝ¿áõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç Ï³ñ»õáñáõÃ»³Ùµ ÝÏ³ïÇ

³éÝ»Éáí Ù»ñ Û³ÛïÝ³Í Ùï³ÍáõÙÝ»ñÁ, ³ñï³Û³Ûï³Í

Ùï³Ñá·áõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ áõ Ï³ï³ñ³Í Ã»É³¹ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ£ 

Ø»ÍÇ î³ÝÝ ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëáõÃÇõÝÁ ÙÇßï å³ï-

ñ³ëï ¿ ³ç³ÏÇó ¹³éÝ³Éáõ Ù»ñ Ã»Ù»ñáõÝ ÏáÕÙ¿ Ï³ï³-

ñáõáÕ ³ÛÝ µáÉáñ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñáõÝ, áñáÝó Ýå³ï³ÏÝ ¿

Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñë ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý Ñ³õ³ï-

ùÇ í»ñ³ÍÝáõÝ¹Á, Ñá·»õáñ, Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ áõ ³½·³ÛÇÝ

³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñáõ ï³ñ³ÍáõÙÁ, Ù»ñ ³½·ÇÝ ÙÇ³ëÝ³Ï³Ýáõ-

Ã»³Ý ³Ùñ³åÝ¹áõÙÁ, ³½·³ÛÇÝ å³Ñ³Ýç³ïÇñáõÃ»³Ý

³Ùñ³óáõÙÁ »õ Ñ³Ûñ»Ý³ßÇÝáõÃ»³Ý Ñ½ûñ³óáõÙÁ£ 

Îþ³ÕûÃ»Ýù ³é ´³ñÓñ»³ÉÝ ²ëïáõ³Í, áñ Ù»ñ ²é³çÝáñ¹

êñµ³½³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ »Ï»Õ»ó³Ýáõ¿ñ áõ ³½·³ß¿Ý Í³é³Ûáõ-

ÃÇõÝÁ Ýáñ Çñ³·áñÍáõÙÝ»ñáí Ñ³ñëï³óÝ¿, Ù»ñ ²½·³ÛÇÝ

ÆßË³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ, Ù»ñ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ áõ

ÙÇáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ ·áñÍáõÝ¿áõÃÇõÝÁ Ýáñ Û³çáÕáõÃÇõÝÝ»-

ñáí É»óÝ¿£ 

Ð³Ûñ³å»ï³Ï³Ý ëÇñáí áõ ûñÑÝáõÃ»³Ùµ,

²ð²Ø ². Î²ÂàÔÆÎàê

ØºÌÆ î²ÜÜ ÎÆÈÆÎÆàÚ

10 ÜáÛ»Ùµ»ñ 2005

²ÝÃÇÉÇ³ë
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To the Prelates, National Representative Assemblies 
and Faithful of the North American Prelacies

of the Catholicosate of the Great House of Cilicia

Editor�s Note: Upon his return to the Catholicosate in Antelias, Lebanon, His Holiness sent a message addressed
to the leadership and faithful of the three prelacies he visited.  The following is an English translation of the
Armenian printed above.

We greet you from the Monastery of the Catholicosate of
the Great House of Cilicia in Antelias with warm

Christian love and pontifical blessing.
We spent almost the past two months with you, succes-

sively visiting the Prelacy of Canada and the Western and
Eastern Prelacies of the United States. We were with you in
churches and schools, community centers and benevolent
institutions. This pontifical visit of ours became an opportu-
nity to frequently mingle with the people and to better
understand our dioceses in terms of their internal organiza-
tion and structures, their accomplishments and plans, as well
as the concerns and challenges faced by them. Our visit also
furnished opportunities to have meetings with government
officials, political figures, academic personnel and ecumeni-
cal leaders; to give lectures in universities, and to preside
over international conferences.

Naturally, the observance of the 75th anniversary of the
Seminary occupied an important place in the scope of our
visit. Indeed, this effort to bring the 75 years of the
Seminary�s service on a pan-Armenian level under the spot-
light will certainly become a wonderful opportunity and a
powerful challenge to reorganize and renew the Seminary�s
mission in the face of the imperatives of life today.

We confirmed with deep satisfaction that, as a conse-
quence of the persistent, dedicated and diligent work of the

three Prelates and National Representative Assemblies of our
three prelacies, the latter are presently in a good state of orga-
nization and on a vital course. We also witnessed with spe-
cial joy that there is a body of people assembled around our
prelacy structures, with its intellectuals and youth; a people,
which participates in our collective life and is sensitive with
regard to the issues affecting our life.

Having returned from our visit to the United States and
Canada, We wish to make certain general observations and
underscore certain points, which are directed toward our
three prelacies.

* * *

Renewal of faith
In our messages, we stressed the importance or, better

yet, the urgent necessity of the renewal of Christian faith in
the life of our people. Without faith, human life, on both indi-
vidual and collective levels, loses its true identity and real
purpose. Present-day society, which is in a state of indecision
and crisis, is searching for its identity by way of strengthen-
ing faith. This phenomenon is very evident in American soci-
ety today. We also noticed a manifest effort among our peo-
ple to seek spiritual values.

However, this greatly appreciable effort must not
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remain conſned solely to emotional manifestations, thereby 
becoming just a transitory and superſcial phenomenon. Our 
connectedness to spiritual values must become a conscious 
effort of faith transforming our life through the presence of 
God and giving clear direction to both our individual and 
collective life. This course of renewal of Christian faith must 
be channeled in such a way that foreign traditions and mores 
must never occupy a place therein. The effort toward renewal 
of faith among our people must be directed by our church 
but, at the same time, our centuries-old spiritual values and 
traditions must be adapted to the conditions surrounding us 
and the new imperatives of our life. Our clergymen have a 
pivotal role to play in this extremely vital work.

The realization of the mission of the Armenian Church
Our church is called upon to undertake and lead the 

effort toward reawakening and renewing Christian faith in 
the life of our people. This is the primary obligation of the 
church. The church is not only the source and nourisher 
of faith but also its propagator. With this zeal, our church 
must emerge from the narrow conſnes of its ceremonial and 
administrative life, and enter the life of our people on a mission 
of faith. The church among the people, with the people and 
for the people. This is not a slogan; rather, it is the genuine 
expression of the church’s real identity and true calling. This 
is how Christ’s church must be, everywhere and under all 
conditions. This is also what the people expect of the church. 
Our parish churches, with their pastors and constituent 
organizations, can play an effective role in this realm. 
The Armenian Church also has the calling to perform national 
service. By national service, we understand an efſcacious 
undertaking of total dedication, which befalls our church 
particularly in the Diasporan de-Armenizing environment -- 
the duty to address the needs of our people, to ſnd a remedy 
for their ills and to enrich their life with national values and 
traditions. It is our expectation that our parish churches, as 
the foundation of our diocesan structure and life, become 
more organized in their internal life and become more 
active in their mission of education, evangelism and service. 
Therefore, the undertaking to regenerate and revive our 
parish churches in all aspects and in all their activities must 
become a basic priority for our three prelacies.

Reorganization of religious and Armenian instruction
With special satisfaction, we noticed that appreciable 

work in this direction continues to be carried out. In the 
realm of religious education, Sunday schools are operating, 
Bible study is being carried out, youth gatherings are taking 
place, and persistent effort is being made in the community 
schools to provide religious instruction on a more organized 
basis. This work must be performed with greater planning 
and on a more practical basis. It is necessary to utilize all 
the means of audiovisual technology, in order to reach our 
people, especially the young generation, and put them on a 
path of Christian formation.

As far as Armenian instruction is concerned, our three 
prelacies are allocating the most important share of their 
time, budget and human resources to the Armenian schools. 
As an expression of their zeal with regard to the Armenian 
education of our young generation, they are sparing no effort 
to develop new plans and adopting bold initiatives. During 

our meetings, as well as our public addresses, we stressed 
the importance of the urgent necessity of giving impetus to 
Armenian instruction. All aspects of our educational life are 
in need of comprehensive reevaluation and rearrangement. 
It is mandatory to develop a realistic educational policy, in 
which it is important to give special attention to Armenian 
education, along with adapting to local conditions. It is 
necessary to establish new schools, particularly in areas 
densely populated by Armenians; in addition, special courses 
of study must be organized on a more consistent basis for 
Armenian students attending non-Armenian schools because 
of the distant geographical location of their residences. All of 
these efforts require planning and sequential follow through 
-- work which our three prelacies must take on today, for 
tomorrow may be too late.

Preparation of new human resources
Besides considerable ſnancial expenses and material 

needs, the aforementioned tasks also require human 
resources with academic preparation and knowledge of our 
national life and the conditions enveloping it. We consider 
the conjoining and harmonious presence of these three 
factors as absolute prerequisites in the preparation of such 
resources, clergymen and laypersons alike. In other words, 
the Armenians choosing to engage in spiritual and national 
service within our North American communities should 
preferably be the product of said environment and eminently 
familiar with their environment. Along with seeking higher 
education in a given profession, they must have become 
conversant with all aspects of the realities of our community 
life. Only such persons will be able to provide beneſcial 
service within all realms of our collective life.

Therefore, those times when our American communities 
were engaged in a frantic effort to import manpower must be 
considered a thing of the past. Today, a huge potential exists 
in the United States and Canada. During our visit, we noticed 
with joy that there are youths born and raised in America, 
who are involved in our church organizations and who are 
ready to serve our people. It is also necessary to give them a 
sound Armenian orientation. Our churches, our institutions 
and organizations will lose their appeal and importance, 
if the generations going to them don’t ſnd well-prepared, 
knowledgeable and dedicated individuals there. If we wish 
to regenerate and modernize our institutions, in terms of their 
life and activity, we must ſrst renew the people working in 
them.

Cooperation for the sake of the preservation of the integrity 
of our church and people

This is the message we conveyed in the course of 
our public appearances and personal meetings. Internal 
dissensions and sentiments exist in our life. We consider vital 
the creation of realistic approaches and collective processes 
leading to the phase-by-phase solution of those matters, 
always based on local conditions and the internal organization 
of the given communities. At the same time, however, we 
consider of paramount importance the assemblage of all our 
structures and all the offspring of our people around pan-
Armenian values, principles and interests. Cooperation must 
be developed to the greatest extent possible in all realms of 
our life, particularly in America.
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Indeed, it is through cooperation that our ecclesiastic, 
cultural, educational, charitable and other organizations shall 
become more active and fruitful. It is through cooperation that 
our people shall increasingly assemble around our structures 
and live their Armenian identity, practically speaking. It is 
through cooperation that we shall guarantee the integrity 
of our people and strengthen the unity of our church and 
nation. Finally, it is through cooperation that we shall make 
the Diaspora more powerful and thereby have more active 
participation in the strengthening of Armenia. When our 
people, particularly the young generation, do not see that 
cooperation, they shall gradually distance themselves from 
our churches, our community centers and other organizations 
-- in other words, our collective life. We must be farsighted.

Strengthening of efforts to demand our rights as a nation
Among other positive developments, we noticed with 

great satisfaction the efforts being carried out in the pursuit 
of the rights of the Armenian people, both in Canada and in 
the United States. The organizations pursuing the Armenian 
Cause are engaged in ardent activity everywhere; they are 
in permanent contact with mayors, congressmen, senators 
and political party leaders. Indeed, it is as a consequence of 
serious efforts over many years that, last year, the Canadian 
Parliament recognized the Armenian Genocide, various state 
legislatures in the United States gave ofſcial recognition to 
the Armenian Genocide, and the issue of the recognition 
of the Armenian Genocide was brought before the U.S. 
Congress.

Within the context of efforts waged on behalf of the 
Armenian Cause, we were glad to also witness the working 
relationship created by our young men and women, who 
have specialized in the political sciences and international 
law, with members of the Canadian Parliament, US House 
of Representatives and Senate. We also conſrmed, with 
satisfaction, the considerable acquaintance of governmental 
and political circles with the Armenian Cause and, 
particularly, their readiness to assist in the process of gaining 
recognition for the Armenian Genocide. As we suggested to 
the Armenian National Committee (Hai Tahd), the efforts 
being carried out in terms of the Armenian Cause must be 
continued with a new impetus and an approach corresponding 
to the present political conditions. Our prelates and national 
representative assemblies shall continue to bring their full 
and active participation to the efforts aimed at pursuing the 
satisfaction of the just rights of the Armenian people, because 
the Armenian Cause is also the cause of our church; it is the 
cause of the Armenian people as a whole.

Trusting in the young generation
 During our meetings and dialogue with Armenian 
university students and youths, we noticed that a state of 
indecision prevails among them, when it comes to issues 
and events affecting the present society, in general, and 
Armenian life, in particular. We noticed that the young 
generation is in need of direction. We also sensed that a 
psychological complex exists among our young generation, 
stemming from their being kept on the margin of community 
life. Now, above all, we consider sincere dialogue with the 

young generation vital. As we emphasized in our messages, 
the youth does not belong to the future, but to the present. 
Maintaining the present status quo means living in the past. 
The old must be renewed with the new, and the new must 
be strengthened with the old. The young generation must 
become a participant in the life of today, practically speaking, 
even at the leadership level. With its various specializations, 
its new approaches, its courage to embrace broad horizons, 
the young generation must put its initiative to renew our 
community life into practice, for the further vitalization of the 
mission of our church and the further development of the life 
of our various communities.

Therefore, we don’t have the right to put the young 
generation in reserve for the future. We don’t have the right 
to view the youth in the passive role of mere follower. We 
must trust in the youth, we must approach them, and create 
dialogue with them. By means of our two paternal letters 
addressed to the youth in the course of the current year, we 
have already begun a dialogue with our youth. We believe 
in the dynamism and potentiality of youth. We believe in 
the singular beneſt that the youth can bring to our national-
ecclesiastic life. At the same time, it is our rightful expectation 
that, given certain conditions, the youths who have distanced 
themselves from the life of our communities will return to us, 
come back within the fold of our churches and organizations, 
and become participants in our collective life.

*
* *

 Concluding our paternal message, along with our 
appreciation and joy, We wish to once again say that our 
people have great expectations from the church. We are 
certain that our Prelates and Prelacies will continue their 
spiritual mission and national service with the utmost degree 
of responsibility and dedication, taking the thoughts, concerns 
and suggestions made by us into serious consideration.

The Great House of Cilicia is always ready to assist in all 
the efforts being carried out toward the rebirth of Christian 
faith in the life of our people, the dissemination of spiritual, 
cultural and national values, the strengthening of our national 
unity, the solidiſcation of our resolve to gain satisfaction of 
our national demands, and the furtherance of the rebuilding 
of our homeland.

We pray to Almighty God that He will enrich the service 
of our Prelates dedicated to the church and the betterment 
of our nation with new accomplishments. May He also grace 
the activity of our community leaders, our organizations and 
associations with new successes.

With Pontiſcal love and blessings,
H.H. ARAM I, 
CATHOLICOS OF THE GREAT HOUSE OF CILICIA
November 10, 2005
Antelias
(Translated by Aris G. Sevag)
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His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of 
the Great House of Cilicia, arrived 

at New York’s JFK airport yesterday 
evening, where he was welcomed by 

a small number of dignitaries and 
ofſcials. His Holiness, coming from 
San Francisco, after completing a very 
successful Pontiſcal Visit to the West 
Coast, was accompanied by His Emi-
nence Archbishop Moushegh Mard-
irosian, Prelate of the Western Prelacy 
and Staffbearer V. Rev. Fr. Housig 
Mardirosian.

Because of airport security, His 
Holiness was greeted as he stepped 
from the aircraft, by four people in-
cluding His Eminence Archbishop 
Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the East-
ern Prelacy; His Excellency Antoine 
Azzam, Consul of Lebanon; Jack Mar-
doian, Esq., chairman of the Prelacy’s 
Executive Council; and Dr. George 
Dermksian, chairman of the Steering 
Committee.

His Holiness and entourage were 
escorted to an area in the terminal 
where members of the Executive Coun-
cil and Steering Committee were wait-
ing to greet His Holiness. Two young 
students, Nvair Oranjian and Levon 
Zohrabian were the ſrst to greet His 
Holiness, presenting him with white 
roses. Mrs. Lilian Hairabedian pre-
sented the bread and salt, which the 
Catholicos blessed in the traditional 
Armenian ceremony of thanksgiving.

The Catholicos expressed his joy 
at being in New York again, a place 
which is very familiar to him having 
spent some of his youthful years as a 
student at Fordham University. 

After informally greeting those 
who had gathered to welcome him, 
His Holiness and his entourage were 
ushered into waiting cars and taken by 
police escort to the Pierre Hotel.

Hrashapar Service 
His Holiness was ofſcially wel-

Catholicos Aram I Arrives in New York
to Begin Visit to Eastern Prelacy

Successful Visits to Canada and California Completed

Group of Dignitaries Greet His Holiness at Airport

by Iris Papazian
photographs by J. K. Hovhaness

Mrs. Lilian Hairabedian offers the bread and salt as His Holiness performs the traditional blessing.

Antoine Azzam, Consul of Lebanon, welcomes His Holiness to New York.
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comed by the New York metropolitan 
area community as he began his visit to 
the Eastern Prelacy with a Hrashapar 
Service at St. Illuminator’s Armenian 
Apostolic Cathedral, 221 E. 27th Street, 
New York City. The service, which took 
place in the sanctuary, was followed by 
a reception and Achahampouyr in the 
Cathedral’s Pashalian Hall.

Attending the service were the 
members of the clergy serving the East-
ern Prelacy, His Eminence Archbishop 
Moushegh Mardirosian, Prelate of the 
Western Prelacy, and His Eminence 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 
of the Diocese of the Armenian Church 
of America (Eastern).

His Eminence Archbishop Osha-
gan Choloyan welcomed His Holiness 
and expressed the community’s joy 
with the pontiff’s visit, which is in com-
memoration of the 75th anniversary of 
the Armenian Theological Seminary 
and the 10th anniversary of the election 
and consecration of Aram I. Archbishop 
Oshagan noted that although only ten 
years have passed since the enthrone-
ment of His Holiness, the achievements 
of those years represent a much longer 
time span. His Holiness’s visit, he 
said, will bring new vitality to us, will 
strengthen our faith in our church and 
the Great House of Cilicia.

Archbishop Oshagan expressed 
special words of thanks to Archbishop 
Barsamian in appreciation of his pres-
ence.

His Holiness addressed the con-
gregants expressing his thanks for 
the warm welcome. He spoke of the 
Seminary and its contributions to the 
advancement of the Armenian church 
and nation during the past 75 years. He 
spoke about the “oneness” of the Arme-
nian Church and the role it has played 
in keeping the nation together. He em-
phasized the close partnership between 
the Homeland and the Diaspora that 
must be maintained. He emphasized 
the vital necessity of remaining faith-
ful to our religious, humanitarian and 
national values.

His Holiness was escorted by 
procession and the singing of Giligia 
into Pashalian Hall where the Pontiff 
accepted the good wishes of the many 
parishioners and friends who pa-
tiently waited to personally pay their 
respects.

The Catholicos’s visit to the 
Eastern Prelacy continued through to 
November 1. Besides the New York 

metropolitan area, His Holiness visited 
Washington, DC, Boston, and Chicago, 
before returning to Antelias.

Visit to Prelacy Ofſce
Earlier in the day, His Holiness 

paid a visit to the Prelacy ofſce where 
he met with members of the clergy 
serving the Eastern Prelacy, as well 
as members of the Executive Council, 
Steering Committee, Prelacy Ladies 
Guild, and Prelacy staff personnel.

Mesrob Mashtotz 
Medal Awarded

In a private ceremony at the Prel-
acy ofſce, His Holiness conferred the 
Mesrob Mashtotz Medal on composer 
Sirvart Karamanuk. The 93-year-old 
composer from Istanbul was visiting 
North America where a series of trib-
utes in her honor were planned. Sev-
eral personal friends including pianist 
Sahan Arzruni who is helping organize 
the tributes accompanied her.   X

Children join in to welcome His Holiness. From left to right, top row: V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan 
Tanielian, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, His Holiness, Antoine Azzam, Archbishop Moushegh 
Mardirossian, V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian. 

His Holiness arrives at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral, escorted by H. E. Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, 
Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church (Eastern) and H.E. Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, 
Prelate of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America.
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Boy and Girl Scouts lined the center aisle of the Cathedral as His Holiness 
made his way to the altar.

Archbishops Oshagan and Khajag lead His Holiness out of the Cathedral 
at the conclusion of Hrashapar services. His Holiness and entourage went 
downstairs to Pashalian Hall where the faithful had the opportunity to greet 
His Holiness individually.

His Holiness meets with members of the Prelacy’s Religious and Executive 
Councils during his visit to the Prelacy ofſce.

Staff members had the opportunity to meet the Catholicos during his visit 
to the Prelacy ofſce. In this photo Sophie Khachatryan, Development and 
Information Systems Ofſcer, greets His Holiness. 

Msgr. Robert L. Stern greets His Holiness and entourage as they enter the 
New York ofſces of the Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) 
where the Catholicos was the guest of honor at a luncheon on October 21.

Left: Ambassador Armen Martirosyan bids farewell to His Holiness 
following a visit to the UN Mission of Armenia



12

Outreach February 2006

13

Catholicos Aram I Celebrates 
75th Anniversary of Antelias Seminary 
at Sts. Vartanantz Church in New Jersey

by Florence Avakian
photographs by J. K. Hovhaness

The majestic sharagan, “Hrashapar” rang out as two rows 
of scouts holding candles, escorted Catholicos Aram I of 

the Great House of Cilicia into New Jersey’s Sts. Vartanantz 
Armenian Church, on Friday evening, October 21.  The large 
crowd that ſlled the church greeted him with enthusiastic 
applause.  

The evening was a special tribute to the virtues, values 
and sacred mission of the Seminary of the Catholicosate of 
Cilicia in Antelias, which has produced so many outstanding 
clerical and lay leaders, and has had a profound inƀuence 
among Armenians throughout the world. This visit of His 

Holiness to Canada, the West Coast, and now the Eastern 
United States is speciſcally to mark the 75th anniversary cel-
ebration of this prophetic event.

The V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, pastor of Sts. Vartan-
antz Church, warmly welcomed the assemblage and the 
Vehapar’s entourage, which included Archbishop Oshagan 
Choloyan, and Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prel-
ates of the Eastern and Western United States, respectively, 
and clergy from New York, New Jersey and Canada.  Father 
Shahe paid tribute to the founding of the Antelias Seminary, 
to the 1600th anniversary of the creation of the Armenian al-
phabet, and the tenth year marking the enthronement of the 
Vehapar.  “The Seminary is a revelation of hope guarding the 
faith of our church,” he said, and called the invention of the 
Armenian alphabet “larger than our life, a priceless divine 
gift which cannot be valued without our faith. The most im-
portant parts of our nation’s soul is embedded in our literary 
heritage which made us so unique among so many.” 

The V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General 
of the Eastern Prelacy, in an inspirational address in Arme-
nian, extolled the virtues of the Seminary. He stated that the 
Seminary is not an ordinary educational establishment. “The 
leaders of the church and the teachers deeply inƀuenced 
the students throughout the years, and major international 

Bread and salt are blessed upon arrival at Sts. Vartanantz Church Vehapar is escorted into Sts. Vartanantz Church, where the 75th anniver-
sary celebration of the Theological Seminary took place.

Girl and Boy Scouts stand at attention behind Vehapar.
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universities have honored their graduates. Its inƀuence has 
been profound, ƀourishes today, and will continue to do so 
tomorrow.”

Speaking in English, Judge Sarkis Teshoian, 
related the detailed history of the Cilician Catholi-
cosate until present times. He called the Antelias 
Seminary “a living entity, the clay from which the 
Armenian people are molded. The Seminary has 
produced teachers, clergy, choir members, and 
leaders of social service organizations. The value 
and impact of the Seminary is overwhelming,” he 
said with obvious emotion.  “The majority of the 
clergy serving in North America have been taught 
there.  The Seminary is the phoenix rising from 
the ashes.”

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, before in-
troducing the Vehapar, described the Seminary 
in eloquent remarks, as “the heart of the Catholi-
cosate and our people. The Seminary is not just 
a school, but also a place, which transformed us 
from boys to men so we can serve our church 
and our people. The Seminary was born over our 
bones, and brought up our people. The Seminary 
will live through you. We need to make sure that 
it survives, and grows to even greater heights.”

Product of Seeds Sown
Catholicos Aram I poetically described the Seminary 

as an area where seeds are sown.  “Some die, some become 
wheat, life’s fountain.  This is the Seminary,” he stated.  “For 
75 years, the Seminary has been the product of seeds being 
sown and harvested.  Our students became men, but didn’t 
stay within its walls.  They went out to our people and gave 
them their service, a journey of light and spirit.

“The Seminary belongs to you,” he stated with emphasis, 
his voice ringing out.  “It is a place which struggles for the 
rights of our people.  This is a time for self-reƀection, to reas-
sess our deſciencies and our setbacks.  The 75th anniversary is 
also an occasion to look towards the future, to strengthen the 
mission of the Seminary.

“For the Seminary to play an instrumental role in pro-
moting the spirit and values of our people, we need individu-
als with commitment and vision, to render this invaluable 
service to our people,” he declared.   “The Seminary belongs 
to you.  My expectation is that this celebration will become 
a landmark event, and that the Seminary will remain strong 
with you always.”

During the church service, Gospel readings had been re-
cited by the V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Garabedian, and Rev. Fr. Nareg 
Terterian, pastor of the St. Sarkis Armenian Church. The Sts. 
Vartanantz Church choir directed by Deacon Nishan Baljian 
with organ accompaniment by Ara Dinkjian, sang several 
hymns, including the “Seminary Anthem,” “Ashagerdk Kris-
dosi,” “Vork Zartaretsin,” the Pontiſcal Hymn, and the open-
ing sharagan, “Hrashapar.”  Following the benediction by 
His Holiness, the faithful joined in the singing of “Giligia.”

Catholicos Aram I and his entourage then joined the as-
semblage in the church hall where festive tables set with Ar-
menian delicacies had been prepared by the Sts. Vartanantz 
church members.  The people enthusiastically lined up to kiss 
the hand of His Holiness and relay their personal greetings, 
as the memorable evening came to an end.           X

Judge Sarkis Teshoian spoke about the history and the legacy of the Semi-
nary in New Jersey as well as at 75th anniversary events in Washington, 
Boston, and Chicago.

Young and old line up to greet Vehapar.

Scouts surround Vehapar and Archbishops Oshagan (left) and Moushegh.
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On the afternoon of Friday, October 21, Catholicos Aram I 
of the Great House of Cilicia met with national and local 

legislators at a special reception held in the spacious home 
of Hrair and Silva Baronian. About one hundred enthusiastic 
Armenian community leaders and individuals were also in 
attendance to greet His Holiness and listen to his inspira-
tional message.

Accompanying the Catholicos were the two Prelates of 
the Eastern and Western United States, Archbishop Oshagan 
Choloyan and Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, the V. 
Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General of the Eastern 
Prelacy, and Judge Sarkis and Mrs. Ardemis Teshoian.

Following warm greetings from the host, Hrair Baro-
nian, Armenian National Committee (ANC) Chairman Aram 
Hamparian related warm regards sent by New Jersey Sena-
tor Jon Corzine, and skillfully introduced the special guests.  
Mayor Anthony Suarez of Ridgeſeld, in special welcoming 
remarks, presented a proclamation to His Holiness on behalf 
of the people of Ridgeſeld, New Jersey, and wished him a 
successful visit. 

The Catholicos told the Mayor that Ridgeſeld had an 
important place in his heart, because during his years in the 
United States as a student,  “I visited and preached at Sts. 
Vartanantz Armenian Church many times,” he said.

Congressman Robert Menendez, the third highest rank-
ing Democratic member of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
who for the last 13 years has defended the interests of Arme-
nia and the Armenian people in Congress, warmly welcomed 
the church leader, declaring, “I’m in awe of what you are do-
ing in interdenominational efforts, in bringing the youth into 
the church, and in your work for peace and justice as leader 
of the World Council of Churches.  I rejoice in your work, 
because it transcends your church.”

Genocide Resolution Needs to be Vision of U.S.
 Focusing his comments on the Armenian Genocide 

resolution, which recently passed the International Relations 
Committee of the House of Representatives, Congressman 
Menendiz stated, “Those who forget history are doomed to 
repeat it.”  This resolution “ultimately needs to be the vision 
of the United States. Armenia has made enormous economic, 
political and social progress,” he said, adding that the House 
International Relations Committee has earmarked $75 million 
next year for Armenia.

“America’s friends should be honest,” he continued.  “It 
is wrong for Turkey to harm Christian churches.”  In refer-
ring to Azerbaijan’s refusal to let an important railroad line 
traverse Armenian territory, the Congressman adamantly 
stated, “The U.S. should never give one dollar to a country 
where the railroad is not permitted to go through Armenia.  

You know of my unswerving support for Armenian causes.  
It will continue in the future,” he stated to thunderous ap-
plause.

Congressman Steven Rothman described Catholicos 
Aram I as “one of the foremost church leaders in the world, 
and for Armenians around the world.”  He revealed to the 
delight of the audience that his initial introduction to Ar-
menians was through string cheese, and then related how 
he grew up with the Shahinian family as neighbors.  “The 
stories of their family suffering became part of me.  As a Jew, 
I identify with the aspirations and sufferings of the Armenian 
people,” he said.

A member of the House of Representatives Appropria-
tions Committee responsible for foreign ſnancial assistance, 
Representative Rothman asserted that Congress to date has 
appropriated a total of 510 million dollars to Armenia since 
its independence. “I pledge my unyielding commitment to 
Armenia,” he declared to loud applause.

Congressman Scott Garrett, another strong advocate of 
Armenian causes in the House of Representatives, announced 
that he “looks forward to visiting Armenia.”  He also voiced 
his support for the Genocide resolution, for economic as-
sistance to Armenia, and for the regional railroad to pass 
through Armenian territory.

In his introduction of the Vehapar, Archbishop Oshagan 
Choloyan, reminded the gathering that New Jersey is not un-
familiar for His Holiness who was for many years “a spiritual 
servant, homilist and spokesman here. It was a very unique 
joy for all of us when Vehapar was elected as the Moderator 
of the World Council of Churches for a second unprecedented 
term.  Vehapar is a champion in pursuing peace with justice 
for Armenians and for the world,” he stated.

Congressional and Local Leaders Meet With 
Catholicos Aram I 

by Florence Avakian
photographs by J. K. Hovhaness

Catholicos Aram discussing points of interest with Congressmen Robert 
Menendez (right) and Steven Rothman.

Continued on page 22
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“Bring the cross to the center of our 
lives, and live out the mystery 

of the cross.  This is the meaning of 
the Christian faith and the Christian 
church,” stated Catholicos Aram I of 
the Great House of Cilicia to more than 
700 faithful on Sunday afternoon, Oc-
tober 23. The setting of this Pontiſcal 
Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Holi-
ness was the magniſcent Romanesque 
St. Bartholomew’s Church in New York 
with its mosaic dome, jeweled stained 
glass windows, and soaring columns.

The impressive service began 
with the Vehapar, hierarchical clergy 
from various ecumenical Christian 
churches, and more than two dozen 
high-ranking clergy and parish priests 
of the Armenian Church slowly walk-
ing in procession down the center aisle, 
as a combined choir from New York, 

New Jersey and Philadelphia soulfully 
sang the majestic sharagans, Khorhoort 
Khorin and Hrashapar. Conducting 
the choir with expert direction was 

the Rev. Father Hrair Nicolian from 
Montreal, Canada. St. Bartholmew’s 
organist, Paolo Bardignon, masterfully 
accompanied the choir in the singing of 

Catholicos Aram I Celebrates Pontiſcal Divine Liturgy
 at St. Bartholomew’s Church

Pontiff Urges Faithful to Follow a Cross-Centered Life    

by Florence Avakian
photographs by J. K. Hovhaness

St. Bartholomew’s Church on Park Avenue in 
New York City was the site of the Pontiſcal 
Divine Liturgy on October 23.

A scene of the Congregation.

Scene from the Liturgy.
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the Yegmalian Badarak.
In his inspiring sermon, the Ca-

tholicos, garbed in brilliant red and 
gold robes and miter, welcomed the 
ecumenical clergy calling them “our 
brothers,”and the congregation  the 
“children of God.” On this day when 
the Armenian Church celebrated the 
discovery of the original cross, His 
Holiness focused his message on the 
message of St. Paul to the Corinthians, 
emphasizing that the cross is the center 
of life. “But the question for all of us,” 
he said, “is the challenge and message 
of the cross. The greatest challenge to-

day is the globalized world.”
The coming of Christ is the “com-

ing of divine love, and the cross became 
the supreme manifestation of God’s 
love for humanity, against all kinds of 
manifestations of power and lies,” he 
declared. “Giving quality to our lives 
as Christians means to bring the cross 
to the center of our lives.”  

Armenian People Survived 
Through Strength of Cross

Speaking out against anti-Chris-
tian values that preach against Chris-
tian Armenian values, he stressed that 

the Armenian people survived against 
all enemies through the strength of 
the cross. “Our journey should be the 
journey of the cross. This is the journey 
of triumph. It is the journey of im-
mortal life. All of us as Christians are 
missionaries. The way of the cross is to 
transform the mystery and the message 
of life where Christian values become 
a sustaining force,” he stated with em-
phasis.

During the Communion, nearly 
the entire faithful in attendance joined 
in the sacred act. Due to the very large 
number of people, Communion was 
distributed by His Holiness, and the 
two Prelates of the Eastern and West-
ern United States, Archbishop Oshagan 
Choloyan and Archbishop Moushegh 
Mardirosian, as well as other Prelacy 
clergy in attendance.

At the conclusion of the deeply 
moving service, the Catholicos, Prel-
ates, ecumenical clergy, and Armenian 
priests slowly walked out in procession 
with the choir singing the beloved 
Hayrabedagan Maghtank in honor of His 
Holiness, as people on both sides of the 
aisle leaned out to kiss the cross held by 
the Vehapar.

With the ending of the Liturgy the 
Faithful made their way to the Pierre 
Hotel where a banquet culminated the 
day’s inspiring activities.                      X

Scene from the Liturgy.

A combined choir from the metropolitan area was conducted by Rev. Fr. Hrair Nicolian, from Montreal.

Vehapar is led out of the church by procession at 
the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy
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On Sunday evening, October 23, a Pontiſcal Banquet was 
held in the grand ballroom of the elegant Pierre Hotel 

in honor of the 10th anniversary of the election and conse-
cration of Catholicos Aram I of the Great House of Cilicia. 
It was the culmination of His Holiness’ visit to the Mid-At-
lantic area and followed the Pontiſcal Divine Liturgy at St. 
Bartholomew’s Church with the participation of the clergy 
and the faithful of parishes in New York, New Jersey, Con-
necticut, and Pennsylvania.

During his four-day stay in the New York metropoli-
tan area, His Holiness ofſciated at the Badarak at St. Bar-
tholomews Church, presided at the 75th anniversary celebra-
tion for the Armenian Theological Seminary in Antelias at Sts. 
Vartanantz Church in New Jersey, presided over an ecumeni-
cal conference at New York’s Interchurch Center, and met 
with national and local legislators.  He was welcomed to the 
area with Hrashapar services at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral. 
Prior to his visit to the Eastern Prelacy, the Catholicos made 
pontiſcal visits to the Canadian and Western Prelacies. 

Joining His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, 
Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy, and V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan 
Tanielian, Vicar General, were the following special guests: 
Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian. Prelate of the Western 
Prelacy; Archbishop Manuel Batakian, Exarch of the Arme-
nian Catholics in the U.S. and Canada; Rev. Dr. Samuel Kobia, 
General Secretary of the World Council of Churches (WCC); 
Rev. Father Untzak Nalbandian representing Archbishop 
Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian 

Church (Eastern); Rev. Berj Gulleyan, pastor of the Armenian 
Presbyterian Church, Paramus, NJ; Armenia’s Ambassador 
to the United Nations Armen Martirosyan and Mrs. Martiro-
syan; Lebanon’s Consul General Mohammad El-Harake. Join-
ing the guests on the dais were Jack Mardoian, Esq., chairman 
of the Prelacy Executive Council; and Steering Committee 
Chairman Dr. George Dermksian and Mrs. Dermksian. 

During the evening seven outstanding individuals 
received coveted medals from the Cilician Catholicosate, 

including Judge Sarkis Teshoian, Hagop Kouyoumdjian, Iris 
Papazian, Dr. Dertad Manguikian, Richard Sarajian, Esq., 
Antranig Boudakian and Harry Koundakjian.

Following the invocation by His Holiness, the able 
Master of Ceremonies Dr. Dermksian warmly welcomed the 
more than 350 people present. Jack Mardoian in leading the 
assembled in a toast to the Vehapar on the 10th anniversary of 
his enthronement extolled the noble virtues of the Antelias 
Seminary.  “We as youngsters were blessed to be taught by 
the graduate priests of the Antelias Seminary.  The renewal 
of our church needs a renewed clergy,” he said and reminded 
those present that the main purpose of His Holiness’ visits 
to Canada and the United States was the raising of funds “to 
make it the highest caliber seminary.” To give an insight into 
the diligent work done for the students, a fascinating video 
showing the educational, social, and extracurricular life in the 
Seminary was shown. 

Gala Banquet in Honor of Catholicos Aram I
Takes Place in New York

Seven Community Leaders Awarded Medals

by Florence Avakian
photographs by J. K. Hovhaness

A scene from the gala banquet at the Pierre Hotel in New York. Jack Mardoian, Esq., chairman of the Executive Council, leads a toast to 
Vehapar on the 10th anniversary of his enthronement and to the Cilician 
Seminary’s 75 years of service.
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Immense Contributions to Ecumenical Movement
Keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Samuel Kobia, well known as a 

humanist, scholar, educator and pastor, paid eloquent tribute 
to the “immense contributions” of Catholicos Aram I to the 
Ecumenical Movement.  He related His Holiness’ special gifts 

and talents at the WCC 5th assembly in Nairobi in 1975 when 
he represented his church as a youth delegate, and in subse-
quent years was elected to leadership positions in the WCC at 
a very young age. “You have since made a long journey and 
served many consultative and decision-making bodies,” Dr. 
Kobia stated, addressing His Holiness. “For more than a de-
cade, and for an unprecedented two terms, you have worked 
to lead the Council through a period of some instability, tur-
moil, and challenge. Thanks to your leadership, the Council 
today enjoys a healthy ſnancial situation, and has managed 
the organizational changes responsibly and satisfactorily.” 
He also praised His Holiness’ “profound intellectual” con-
tributions to the ecumenical debate and his standing not just 
as an Orthodox leader, but also as an “Armenian” Orthodox 
leader.

“You have never forgotten this, and you have not al-
lowed any of us to forget it either,” Dr. Kobia continued. “For 
many years, you have generously shared the rich theologi-
cal, spiritual and cultural heritage of the Armenian people; 
this small nation that was privileged to receive the Gospel 
so early, to become the ſrst country in the world to declare 
Christianity as the ofſcial state religion, and to witness faith-
fully to the Gospel up to the point of becoming the victims of 
a cruel genocide,” he stated.

“We are grateful, not only because you have taught us 
the long and painful history of your people, but mainly be-
cause you have helped us to draw important ecumenical les-
sons from it,” he asserted.  “I know it is your contention that 
restorative justice could be the model both for the Armenian 
genocide and for other crimes against humanity still awaiting 
justice,” he declared, and pledged that the WCC is fully com-
mitted for justice on the issue of the Armenian genocide.

Dr. Kobia concluded by expressing the WCC’s deep ap-
preciation to the Armenian Church for “offering this great 
son of Armenia and a great world leader” to the Ecumenical 
Movement.  “His Holiness has been the Lord’s special gift to 
the WCC at a very critical time in the history of the ecumeni-
cal movement,” he declared to a standing ovation.

The twenty-one-year-old gifted baritone Suren Hazarian 
who had opened the special evening with the American and 
Armenian national anthems, delighted the audience with the 
Troubadour’s Song from the David Beg opera, and his rendition 
of the beloved Hayastan.  He was accompanied on the piano 
by Janet Markarian.

Following special greetings from Archbishop Moushegh 
Mardirossian, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan emphasized 
that the Antelias Seminary is the “home of the Armenian 
people”.  He revealed that 107 priests in the U.S. are gradu-
ates of this educational institution.  He also paid tribute to His 
Holiness on the tenth anniversary of his enthronement, and 
expressed appreciation to the steering committee and local 
committees that organized the visit.

Service is Source and Basis of our Authority  
In his inspiring message, the Catholicos expressed his 

appreciation to all responsible for preparing his visit.  Special 
thanks were given to Archbishop Oshagan, Dr. Dermksian, 
Dr. Kobia, and the Lebanese Consul, and Armenian Ambas-
sador.

As a citizen of Lebanon where he was born and raised, 

His Holiness thanks Dr. Samuel Kobia for his insightful keynote address.

His Holiness presents a cross to Dr. George Dermksian, chairman of the 
steering committee, in appreciation of his leadership in planning the visit to 
the Eastern Prelacy.

Award winners included, left to right, Antranig Boudakian, Harry Koun-
dakjian, Ardemis and Sarkis Teshoian, Iris Papazian, Dr. Dertad Mangui-
kian, Richard Sarajian, Esq., and Hagop Kouyoumdjian (not shown in this 
photo).
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Vehapar related that Armenians have been identiſed with 
the spirit, pain and suffering of Lebanon.  “After the Geno-
cide, Lebanon became the springboard, for the revitalization 
and struggle of the Armenian Diaspora,” he stated.

He called his relationship with the World Council of 
Churches, as his “second home and school for his spiritual 
formation.  I have identiſed my actions with the WCC.  It has 
opened new horizons before me.”

Stating his special feelings for Armenia, the Catholicos 
declared, “We weren’t born in Armenia, but Armenia was 
born and grew up in us.  We wanted to see a free, democratic 
republic, and today it has become a reality.  We pledge our 
support to Armenia.”

His Holiness reserved his ſnal appreciation for “our peo-
ple.  You are the church,” he said.  “We receive our strength, 
guidance, motivation, and dreams from you.  Service is the 
source and basis of our authority.  Don’t forget us in your 
thoughts, your dreams, and your generosity.”

Describing his pride as a graduate of the Seminary, he 
stressed that it played an instrumental role in the Armenian 
Church and Diaspora.  “It is a living reality in educating 
and serving our people.  Attend, strengthen and glorify our 
church so you can beneſt from it,” he stated in conclusion, to 
thunderous applause.  

 
Awards

Archbishop Oshagan introduced the seven individuals 
who were honored as His Holiness presented the medals 
to each with personal words of appreciation. Receiving the 
Prince of Cilicia medal were Judge Sarkis Teshoian, Hagop 
Kouyoumdjian and Dr. Dertad Manguikian. Receiving the 
Knight of Cilicia medal were Antranig Boudakian, Iris Papa-
zian and Richard Sarajian, Esq. Receiving the Mesrob Mash-
totz medal was Harry Koundakjian.

Commemorative Booklets
Three booklets were distributed to guests including a 

64-page booklet, The Antelias Seminary: Seventy-Five Years of 
Service and Leadership, written in English by Archpriest Fr. 
Antranig Baljian, about the Seminary’s history and his ex-
periences as a Seminarian; a 76-page booklet, From Cilicia to 
Antelias…from Wilderness to Mission…from Orphanage to Semi-
nary, written in Armenian by Archbishop Khajag Hagopian, 
Prelate of the Canadian Prelacy, and the Commemorative 
Booklet, Toward the Light of Knowledge: A Celebration of Service 
and Leadership, dedicated to His Holiness and the tenth anni-
versary of his Pontiſcate.             X

His Holiness presents the Prince of Cilicia medal to Hagop Kouyoumdjian.

His Holiness and Archbishop Oshagan with Dr. and Mrs. Dertad and Seta 
Manguikian who were the grand benefactors of the visit and who spear-
headed a successful fundraising campaign to beneſt the Seminary.
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As the Chairman of the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
for two unprecedented terms, Catholicos Aram I of the 

Great House of Cilicia, presided over a gathering of Christian 
church leaders at the Interchurch Center in New York. The 
World Council of Churches comprises some 550 million 
Christians within 347 churches in 100 countries.

The Symposium, whose general theme was “Challenges 
Facing the Ecumenical Movement in the 21st Century,” was 
sponsored by the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church of America, the United States Conference of the 
World Council of Churches; and the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA.

The impressive event began on Saturday morning, 
October 22, with a moving Arevakal (Sunrise) service 

led by His Holiness, the two Prelates of the Eastern and 
Western United States, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan 
and Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, and the Vicar 
General of the Eastern Prelacy the Very Rev. Fr. Anoushavan 
Tanielian. The Sunrise service was followed by a Meditation 
based on passages from the Epistle to the Ephesians, and the 
Gospel of St. John, offered by Rev. Professor Robert Wright, 
of the General Theological Seminary.

Archbishop Oshagan, in a thoughtful introduction to the 
all-day symposium, sounded the clarion call of the group.  “We 
are sent by God to be peacemakers,” he declared.  “There are 
ethical and moral issues today which we are losing because of 
material humanism, secularism, widespread poverty, disease, 
and violence within families and in different countries.  These 
are the challenges of the ecumenical movement. What will be 
our legacy to humankind?”

Addressing the question of violence, The Rev. Deborah 
DeWinter, Program Executive of the WCC, as Master of 
Ceremonies, stated that the WCC is united in ſghting against 
violence and war, and revealed that throughout the world, 20 
percent of people die from war and terrorism, 30 percent from 
relational and domestic violence, and a whopping 50 percent 
from suicide. “These are startling facts which must be dealt 
with,” she said.

Rev. Dr. Robert W. Edgar, General Secretary of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, urged 
“each person in his or her way to do something to heal the 
brokenness of the planet.”  He quoted a memorable phrase of 
the late Pope John Paul II:  “I dream of a world where no one 
will be so poor that they have nothing to give, and no one will 
be so rich that there is nothing they can receive.”

The Rev. Dr. Samuel Kobia, General Secretary of the 

Catholicos Aram I Presides Over
Ecumenical Symposium in New York

by Florence Avakian
photographs by J. K. Hovhaness

His Holiness arrives at The Interchurch Center 
on Riverside Drive in New York.

Rev. Dr. Samuel Kobia, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
presents the keynote address during the symposium.

The challenging presentation by The Rev. Dr. Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, 
General Secretary of the Reformed Church in America, prompted a 
discussion with His Holiness.
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WCC, tackled the thorny “Challenges Facing the Ecumenical 
Movement.”  Born and raised in a remote area of Kenya, Dr. 
Kobia has been described by Dr. DeWinter as a “humble 
pastor to his people, and a brilliant, distinguished diplomat.”  
Opening his profound message, he described ſve aspects to 
be faced in order to shift from stumbles to stepping stones—
distinguishing between faith and institutions; taking note of 
the shifting center of Christian populations from the Middle 
East to Western Europe, Eastern Europe and presently to 
Africa, Asia and Latin America; linking with unfamiliar 
groups such as the Evangelicals; and the changing balance 
of global Christianity with its shifting economic, social and 
military resources. 

 
Learn to Listen with Care

He called for “more dialogue as a way of addressing 
issues.  In order to have shared understanding in areas of 
change, authentic voices speaking to the issues unknown to 
others should be encouraged,” he stressed.  “It is imperative to 
learn to listen.  This is essential to interchurch understanding, 
and in missionary and social work. We must listen to other’s 
burdens with a capacity to care. Listen to care with whom you 
disagree. If you listen, you can care.  Then respond with faith, 
hope and love. This is essential for peacemaking,” he stated 
with emphasis. 

“The Gospel in an age of pluralism should be achieved 
ecumenically, rather than from church to church.  It is 
important to relate to those of other non-Christian faiths 
for mutual understanding and the defusing of tensions,” 
he continued.  “Why is it that we fail to provide, so that the 
youth go and look elsewhere,” he asked.  “The emphasis 
should be on spirituality, not organized religion.  To avoid 
inward, egoistic spirituality, we should encourage spirituality 
of engagement – moving from the self to the community to 
overcome violence, and build a more just and caring world.”

The Rev. Dr. Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, General 
Secretary of the Reformed Church in America, in addressing 
the central theme from the perspective of a U.S. church 
leader, listed the need for several “fresh” forms of expression. 
“We must face whether the ecumenical movement will be 
inclusive or protective; visionary or organization dominated; 
and involved with incremental or profound changes.”  He 
pointed out that women, youth, Pentecostals, Evangelicals, 

African instituted churches, and partly Catholics have been 
excluded from the ecumenical movement.

 The speaker revealed that 25 percent of Christians 
throughout the world are Pentecostal, with an astonishing 
19 million being added every year, and predicted that in 50 
years, there will be one billion Pentecostals.   Decrying media 
reports that all Evangelicals are “right-wing,” he said that 
this extreme group is only 30 percent of this religion. The 
reason that these churches are growing at such a dramatic 
rate is that they provide a sense of cohesion, economic and 
social assistance to the poor and empowerment, he pointed 
out. “They are the church of the poor.  We need relationships 
with these churches.”     

In conclusion, he urged that “deep” change is needed, 
which entails “new ways of thinking and behavior.  We 
must discontinue the past, and take risks.  We need spiritual 
vision, not institutional momentum.  Of the world’s 2.1 billion 
Christians, only 25 percent are in the WCC. The daunting 
problem of the ecumenical movement is communication.”

Panel Discussion
A panel discussion on the topic convened after the 

lunch break under the guidance of the moderator, The Very 
Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, Moderator, U.S. Conference for 

The Very Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, Moderator of the U.S. Conference for the 
World Council of Churches and Ecumenical Ofſcer of the Orthodox Church 
in America, moderated the panel discussion following the lunch break.

Discussions continued during the luncheon and refreshment breaks.

In his closing reƀections, His Holiness acknowledged that the Ecumenical 
Movement is in search of a new identity.
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the World Council of Churches and Ecumenical Ofſcer of 
the Orthodox Church in America. Joining in the discussion 
were Bishop Thomas Hoyt, President, National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the USA; Fr. Arthur L. Kennedy, 
Executive Director, Secretariat for Ecumenical and Inter-
religious Affairs, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops; and 
The Rev. Dr. Diane Kessler, Executive Director, Massachusetts 
Council of Churches.

Thoughtful, and at times provocative, questions from the 
audience added to the extended discussion that dominated 
the second half of the Symposium.

Ecumenism must be Inclusive
In his eloquent address to the august assemblage, 

Catholicos Aram I stated, “The ecumenical commitment is 
essential for our Christian existence. We cannot live without 
challenges. Christendom today is in radical change, and 
we are part of that change.  Without challenge, there is no 
ecumenical movement.”

In covering some of the crucial challenges at the present 
juncture of the ecumenical movement, His Holiness said, 
“Ecumenism is in search of new identity, self-understanding. 

We are living in a broken world. Healing is needed. The 
church through the ecumenical movement must involve itself 
in healing, recovering, and discovering.

Institutional ecumenism is stagnation. How can we 
go beyond this and make it a people-centered reality?” he 
asked.

“We have to think of those outside the group,” he 
responded. “These groups are developing their own practice 
of ecumenism. And this has different faces, articulations, and 
expectations. Today ecumenism has gone beyond individuals 
and churches. We need mutual listening, understanding and 
growth.” Confessing that he had “some hesitation,” about 
this process at ſrst, he said he now realizes the “legitimacy” 
of such concepts.

“We have to go beyond interfaith dialogue. This is already 
happening,” he asserted. “Our Christian way of life must be 
responsive to the concrete realities of our life. We need to 
elaborate an inclusive ecumenical vision where churches will 
deepen their particularities, but always with interaction of 
others. Inclusive doesn’t mean you lose your identity. We are 
an integral part of a broader reality. We must come together 
in spite of our differences. This is the goal of the ecumenical 
movement,” he concluded to a standing ovation.

A ſnal blessing by His Holiness concluded an informative 
and intellectually stimulating day of hope and prayer.         X

Armenian clergymen listen intently, left to right: Archbishop Moushegh 
Mardirossian, V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, V. Rev. Fr. Housig 
Mardirosian (staffbearer to His Holiness), Rev. Fr. Bedros Shetilian, and 
Deacon Nishan Baljian. 

Challenging questions were posed by the audience.

Move from Awareness to Bridge Building
In his eloquent address, His Holiness stated, “The Arme-

nian cause is not exclusive to Armenians. It is a human cause 
for justice, human rights and reconciliation.”   He recalled the 
words of President Jimmy Carter that U.S. existence lies in 
human rights. “This is basic and integral for the U.S. in all of 
its dimensions and manifestations,” he said. 

“The Armenian cause is human and sacred,” he contin-
ued.  “We should be committed to all people’s human rights 
and reconciliation. The ANC is doing that, but I propose that 
you move from awareness to bridge building and include 

non-Armenians in the ANC. Armenians are an integral part 
of the United States. We cannot live in isolation.  America is 
a mosaic of diversity. We need to look at the Armenian cause 
in this framework. Armenians must bring their contributions 
through this community building process.”

Voicing his expectation that the U.S. Congress will adopt 
the Genocide resolution, His Holiness stated unequivocally 
that this is an “important step in order to prevent new geno-
cides.”  He advocated reconciliation between Armenians and 
Turks, and declared that the United States “has an instrumen-
tal role to play toward this goal.”            X

Congressional and Local Leaders...
Continued from page 14
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Following his four-day visit to the 
New York/New Jersey metropoli-

tan area, His Holiness continued his 
journey with visits to Washington, DC, 
Boston and Chicago. In each of the ar-
eas the program basically followed the 
NY-NJ agenda with 75th anniversary 
celebrations dominating. Each commu-
nity also marked the 10th anniversary of 
the Pontiff’s enthronement.

In each community His Holiness 
attended private receptions and re-
ceived special guests at his residence/
hotel.

Washington, DC
From New York, the ſrst stop of 

his visit, His Holiness journeyed by car 
to the Washington, DC area where he 
was the guest of Dr. and Mrs. Dertad 
Manguikian, and was welcomed by 
the Holy Cross Armenian Church com-
munity with the traditional Hrashapar 
service that was followed by the area’s 
75th anniversary celebration in honor of 
the Armenian Theological Seminary. 
Attending were the Armenian Am-
bassador to the United States, Tatoul 
Markarian, the representative of the 
Republic of Nagorno-Karabagh, Var-
tan Parseghian, representative of sister 
churches, members of the Executive 
Council and Board of Trustees, NRA 
delegates, and the Faithful who had 
turned out in large numbers.

The 75th anniversary of the Semi-
nary and the 10th anniversary of the 
pontiſcate of Aram I followed the 
Hrashapar service. The pastor, Rev. 
Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, opened the 
program. He noted that the various 
anniversaries that were marked in 2005 
provided the occasion and opportunity 
for revival and renewal for our com-
munities.

As in the New York-New Jersey 
area—as well as the subsequent ar-
eas on His Holiness’s itinerary—the 
keynote addresses were delivered by 
V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian in 
Armenian and Judge Sarkis Teshoian 
in English.

Archbishop Oshagan expanded 

on the themes offered by the keynote 
speakers. Speciſcally, he described the 
nation-saving leadership provided by 
the Seminary during some of the dark-
est and most tragic days experienced 
by the Armenian people.

The evening ended with the inspir-
ing words offered by the Pontiff. “The 
Seminary provided hope,” he said, 
“to our hopeless people following the 
Genocide. It is with new faith that the 
Seminary continues to serve our people 
today. Our purpose—without excep-
tion—is to serve.”

During his short visit to the capital 
city, Vehapar paid courtesy visits to the 
ANC ofſce, the Lebanese Embassy, 
and the Armenian Embassy.

Boston
From Washington His Holiness 

and entourage journeyed to Boston 
where on October 26, accompanied 
by the Prelate, Vicar, Staff bearer, and 
Judge Sarkis and Mrs. Ardemis Tes-
hoian, and Mr. Zohrab Tazian, he was 
welcomed at the airport by representa-
tives of St. Stephen Armenian Church, 

including the pastor Rev. Fr. Archpriest 
Antranig Baljian.

His Holiness and entourage were 
escorted to the Church where they 
were greeted by the Faithful, many of 
whom had traveled from various parts 
of New England. A program dedicated 
to the 75th anniversary of the Seminary 
and the 10th anniversary of the election 
and consecration of Aram I followed 
the welcoming ceremony.

The program was ofſcially opened 
by Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, followed 
by Biblical readings offered by Rev. Fr. 
Hovnan Bozoian. V. Rev. Fr. Anousha-
van Tanielian and Judge Sarkis Tes-
hoian delivered the keynote address in 
Armenian and English, respectively.

As part of the overall program, 
Ms. Nayiri Baljian read meditations 
from The Narek, and the choir sang 
several hymns.

His Holiness concluded the eve-
ning with a stirring speech once again 
focusing on the service provided by the 
Seminary throughout the Diaspora.

Catholicos Aram Continues Visit to Eastern Prelacy
Washington, Boston and Chicago Receive the Pontiff
International Symposium at Harvard Coincides with Visit

by Iris Papazian

Washington: Vehapar blesses the bread and salt upon his arrival at Sourp Khatch Church, Bethesda, 
Maryland.
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Various Visits; Mesrob Mashtots 
Medal Awarded

At the request of the Prelate and 
the Executive Council Vehapar pre-
sented the Mesrob Mashtots medal 
to Mrs. Houri Boyamian, principal of 
the St. Stephen Armenian Elementary 
School in Watertown.

His Holiness made visits to ofſces 
of the Hairenik Association where he 
met with editors and staff members. 
He also paid a visit to St. Stephen El-

ementary School, where he toured the 
school, interacted with the students, 
met with teachers, staff, trustees, and 
parents. The students presented a 
special program they had prepared 
in honor of His Holiness after which 
the school hosted a luncheon for the 
guests.

During his three-day visit to the 
Boston area, His Holiness received 
some guests at his hotel including fac-
ulty from the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, representatives from the 
Armenian Tree Project; representatives 
of the Armenian Assembly, and repre-
sentatives of the Armenian Revolution-
ary Federation.

International Conference at Harvard
On Friday and Saturday, October 

28 and 29 an International Conference 
dedicated to the 1600th anniversary of 
the creation of the Armenian alphabet, 
took place at Harvard University, Cam-
bridge. The conference was sponsored 
jointly by the Eastern Prelacy and the 
Mashtots Chair, Department of Near 
Eastern Languages and Civilizations 
and the Davis Center for Russian and 
Eurasian Studies.

The conference, which was par-
tially funded by the Charles and Agnes 
Kazarian Eternal Foundation, brought 
together internationally known schol-
ars including: James R. Russell, Har-
vard University; Michael Stone, He-
brew University of Jerusalem; Karen N. 
Yuzbashyan, Oriental Institute, Russian 
Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburg, 
Russia; Aleksan Hakobyan, Institute 
of Oriental Studies, Erevan, Armenia; 
Gohar Muradyan, Matenadaran, Ere-
van, Armenia; Robert W. Thomson, 
University of Oxford; Abraham Terian, 
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary, New 
York, John Huehnergard, Harvard 
University.

  His Holiness attended the open-
ing session on Friday evening. Prior to 
the session, His Holiness had dinner 
with the scholars and organizers pro-
viding the opportunity to become bet-
ter acquainted in a quiet and intimate 
setting.

Professor James Russell, one of 
the organizers as well as a presenter, 
opened the conference and introduced 
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan who 
after brief comments introduced His 
Holiness who delivered the invocation. 
Professor Timothy Colton, of Harvard’s 
Davis Center for Russian and Iranian 
Studies, welcomed the guests. 

The keynote address, “The Origin 
and Development of the Armenian 
Alphabet,” was given by Professor 
Michael E. Stone; Professor Prods Ok-
tor Skjaervo, of Harvard University, 
spoke about “Iranian Writing System, 
5th Century.”

At the conclusion of the Friday 
evening session, His Holiness was in-
vited to address the audience that ſlled 
the auditorium to capacity. He offered 
his insights into the invention of the 

Washington: Dr. and Mrs. Dertad Manguikian with Vehapar. The Manguikians hosted the Catholicos 
and his entourage during their stay in the Washington DC area. They also hosted a reception at their 
home in McLean, Virginia, in honor of the Catholicos.

Washington: Vehapar at Sourp Khatch Church in Bethesda, Maryland, surrounded by choir members 
and altar servers. Also in the photo are Archbishop Oshagan and Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, pastor of 
Sourp Khatch Church.



24

Outreach February 2006

25

alphabet and shared his appreciation of 
the work being done by the scholars in 
this regard.

The conference continued the next 
day with seven presentations includ-
ing: “Armenia in the Age of Mashtots” 
by Professor Karen Yuzbashyan; “The 
Timing and Purposes of Mashtots’ 
Journey North (Two 5th Century Ver-
sions of the Creation of the Armenian, 
Iberian, and Albanian Scripts), by Pro-
fessor Aleksan Hakobyan; “The Greek 
Inƀuence on Classical Armenian,” by 
Professor Gohar Muradyan; “Mashtots 
and the Early Christian Caucasus,” by 
Professor Robert Thomson; “The Struc-
ture of Koriwn’s Life of Mashtots,” by 
Professor Abraham Terian; “The Early 
History of the Alphabet,” Professor 
John Huehnergard, and “Mashtots the 
Magician,” by Professor James Russell.

Onward to Chicago
His Holiness arrived in Chicago on 

Saturday, October 29, the ſnal stop of 
his nearly two week visit to the Eastern 
Prelacy. Arriving from a ƀight from 
Boston, he and his entourage were 
greeted at the airport by Archbishop 
Khajag Hagopian, Prelate of Canada, 
V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, chair-
man of the Eastern Prelacy’s Religious 
Council, Jack Mardoian, Esq., chairman 
of the Prelacy’s Executive Council, Rev. 
Fr. Zareh Sahakian, pastor of All Saints 
Armenian Church of Glenview, and 
representatives of the Board of Trustees 
and Auxiliary organizations.

The same evening the community 
joined in welcoming His Holiness at a 
Hrashapar service. Archbishop Oshagan 
welcomed His Holiness on behalf of the 
faithful of the Eastern Prelacy. His Ho-
liness directed his message to the faith-
ful with special words for the youth, 
encouraging them to become partici-
pants in the life of the community.

Following the welcoming service, 
the 75th anniversary of the Armenian 
Theological Seminary was celebrated 
with a special program in the church. 

The pastor, Rev. Fr. Zareh Sahakian, 
offered opening remarks. Der Hayr 
paid tribute to the founding generation 
whose vision and dedication served 
our Church the past 75 years through-
out the Diaspora.

At the conclusion of prayers, 
hymns, and recitations the keynote 
addresses were delivered by V. Rev. 
Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar of the 
Prelacy, in Armenian; and the Hon. 
Judge Sarkis Teshoian, in English. 
Hayr Sourp and Judge Teshoian served 

Boston: Vehapar and V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan 
Tanielian distribute gold crosses to the 
children.

Boston: All eyes, young and old, are on Vehapar as he joins the youngsters at St. Stephen’s School 
in producing an original and creative piece of art. The principal of the school, Mrs. Houri Boyamian, 
(second from right) was awarded the Mesrob Mashtots Medal by His Holiness.

Boston: Vehapar with the Festekjian Family. Mr. & Mrs. Rafſ and Nina Festekjian hosted a reception 
at their home in honor of the Catholicos.
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as the keynote speakers in each of the 
communities that the Catholicos visited 
and their complementary presentations 
were received enthusiastically.

Oshagan Srpazan, speaking as a 
graduate of the Seminary, glowingly 
described the Seminary as the forge 
that “turns lead into gold.”

Utilizing his skills in both Arme-
nian and English, His Holiness spoke 
about the graduates of the Seminary 
who were “infused with faith and vi-
sion, who served the Armenian people 
because of the education, breath, spirit 
and wisdom they received at the Semi-
nary.” His Holiness showed how the 
Seminary produced leaders for our na-

tion—”People who in different walks 
of life are united in their service to 
our church and nation.” His Holiness 
reminded the audience of the Biblical 
story about sowing seeds (Matthew 13:
1-23). “Just as in the parable,” he said, 
“some of the seeds planted by the Semi-
nary fall along the path and the birds 
come and devour them; others fall on 
rocky ground, where they do not have 
much soil. They spring up, but are 
scorched under the sun; other seeds fall 
on thorns and the thorns choke them. 
Some seeds fall on good soil and bring 
forth fruit. The Seminary is proud of 
this latter group, perhaps small in 
number, but big in faith, dedication 

and vision. These are the people who 
glorify the Church, preserve the nation 
and nourish our culture.

A reception, which included the 
participation of the Saturday School 
students, completed the evening.

 
Pontiſcal Divine Liturgy

Sunday, October 30 was a special 
day for the Chicago community and 
the parish of All Saints Church, where 
His Holiness ofſciated over the Divine 
Liturgy. Assisting the Pontiff at the 
altar were Archbishops Oshagan and 
Khajag.

Vehapar’s sermon was based on St. 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. “Christ 
bought us with his blood,” he said. 
“We became adopted children of God.” 
His Holiness spoke of our heavenly 
family and speciſcally about the dia-
logue between father and children. His 
Holiness elaborated on three important 
points: Responsibility, Accountability, 
and Participation.

“We have a responsibility toward 
the creations of God; we are account-
able to God for our deeds and way of 
life; and it is not enough to feel respon-
sible and be accountable. We must also 
participate in God’s work,” His Holi-
ness said.

Gala Banquet
A gala banquet in honor of the 10th 

anniversary of the election and conse-
cration of His Holiness Aram I, took 
place Sunday evening with more than 
400 in attendance.

Mr. Artin Deirmenjian guided 
the program that included words of 
welcome from Rev. Fr. Zareh Saha-
kian and comments by Jack Mardoian, 
chairman of the Executive Council, 
who touched on some of the points in 
Vehapar’s sermon delivered earlier in 
the day—speciſcally on responsibility 
and accountability. He then focused 
on the work accomplishment by Ca-
tholicos Aram during the ſrst 10 years 
of his pontiſcate and reafſrmed the 
Eastern Prelacy’s allegiance to the Holy 
See of Cilicia.

Archbishop Khajag, Prelate of 
Canada, spoke about the visits made 
by His Holiness during the past month 
and a half and the great advances real-
ized during the last ten years by the 
Catholicosate of Cilicia.

Archbishop Oshagan spoke viv-
idly about the impact His Holiness 
has made in ecumenical circles—im-
pressions that he said, “Will remain 

Boston: Vehapar joins in a discussion during the conference at Harvard University with, left to right, 
Professor Michael Stone, Professor James Russell, Archbishop Oshagan.

Boston: Vehapar and his staff bearer, V. Rev. Fr. Housig Mardirosian, in a discussion with Professor 
Robert Thomson during the dinner that preceded the opening session of the two-day conference at Har-
vard University.
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for many years in the memory of the 
Armenian faithful and high level ecu-
menical leaders. Vehapar’s collective 
thoughts, the programs he initiated and 
organized, and the steps he took have 
opened new horizons for our church, 
our people, and for our Holy See.”

Making note of the large numbers 
of the younger generations in atten-
dance, His Holiness delivered most of 
his message in English. His primary fo-
cus included the needs of the growing 
community in North America; the ne-
cessity of renewal in the thinking and 
working of our institutions; the need 
for the church to rededicate herself to 
the primary mission of its faith; and the 
imperative for our community to come 
out of its narrow perimeters. “Our 
communities must not be isolated,” he 
said. “While maintaining their identity 
and uniqueness they must become a 
part of American society.” 

During his stay in Chicago, His 
Holiness had the opportunity to visit 
with individuals and groups, including 
the chairman of the ANC of Chicago; 
the pastor and representatives of the 
Armenian Protestant community of 
Chicago; the Pastor and Board of Trust-
ees of All Saints Armenian Church, and 
other community leaders.

With Chicago, the Catholicos’s visit 
to the three prelacies of North American 
came to an end, and he was escorted to 
the airport where he and his staff bearer 
boarded a plane bound for Zurich and 
then to the Catholicosate of the Great 
House of Cilicia in Lebanon.                 X

Chicago: Vehapar delivering his sermon to the 
faithful of All Saints Church.

Chicago: Vehapar under the pontiſcal canopy is escorted into All Saints Church.

Chicago: A scene during the Divine Liturgy at All Saints Church in Illinois.

Chicago: Vehapar with Dr. & Mrs. Sam Akmakjian and family. The Akmakjians hosted a reception in 
honor of the Catholicos.
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$75,000
Dr. and Mrs. Dertad Manguikian 

$25,000
Dr. and Mrs. Sam Akmakjian

$20,000
Dr. and Mrs. Aram Semerdjian

$14,000
Mr. and Mrs. Rafſ Festekjian

$10,000 - $11,000
Mr. and Mrs. Noubar Afeyan, All Saints’ Armenian Apostolic 
Church (Illinois), Mr. and Mrs. Antranik Boudakian, Dr. and 
Mrs. Ara V. Dumanian, Mr. and Mrs. Dro Y. Kholamian, Mr. 
and Mrs. Garo Kholamian, Mr. and Mrs. Arto Kirikian, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hagop Kouyoumdjian, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Haig 
Setrakian

$5,000 - $6,000
Mr. Gourgen H. Assaturian, Mr. and Mrs. Jack H. 
Deravedisian, Mr. and Mrs. Garbis Garboushian, Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Hairabedian, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kerbeykian, 
Dr. and Mrs. Haroutune Mekhjian, Mr. and Mrs. Ara 
Melkonian, Dr. and Mrs. Hrant Semerjian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Zohrab K. Tazian, Hon. Judge and Mrs. Sarkis Teshoian

$2,000 - $3,000
Anonymous, Mr. and Mrs. Garabed K. Armenian, Armenian 
American Medical Philanthropic Fund, Inc., Dr. and Mrs. 
George Dermksian, Mr. and Mrs. Kevork L. Hratch, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Aram Kaloosdian, Mr. and Mrs. Noubar G. 
Megerian, Mr. and Mrs. Khoren Nalbandian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Antranig Sarkissian, Dr. and Mrs. Simon J. Simonian, Dr. and 
Mrs. Reuben P. Siraganian, Mr. and Mrs. Krikor Zadourian

$1,000 - $1,600
Mr. and Mrs. Vasken Aivazian, Mr. and Mrs. Artin Akmakjian, 
Mr. and Mrs. Zaven Akmakjian, Mr. and Mrs. Vahe Amirian, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bedros C. Bandazian, Mr. John K. Baronian, 
Drs. Carlo and Aurora Bayrakdarian, Mr. and Mrs. Dikran A. 
Beurklian, Mr. Sarkis Biberian, Mr. and Mrs. Avedis Stepan 
Boyamian, Mr. and Mrs. Hagop Y. Boyrazian, Dr. and Mrs. 
John Chaglassian, Mr. and Mrs. Rene Chirinian,  Mr. and Mrs. 
Nerses Chitjian, Mr. and Mrs. Sahag Dardarian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hamo M. Dersookian, Dr. and Mrs. Heratch O. Doumanian, 
Anna & Elizabeth Elasarian, Ms. Julia Eshkonian, Dr. and Dr. 
John P. Essepian  III, Dr. and Mrs. Haikaz M. Grigorian, Mr. 
and Mrs. Luther Gueyikian, Miss Nancy D. Guzelian, Mr. and 

Mrs. Vartkes M. Guzelian, Dr. and Mrs. Varant Hagopian, 
Holy Cross Armenian Apostolic Church of Central Florida, 
Mr. & Mrs. Hagop & Lucy (Ishkanian) Tankian, Mr. and Mrs. 
John M. Jerikian, Dr. and Mrs. Hayk Leon Kaftarian, Mr. and 
Mrs. Vasken Kassabian, Dr. and Mrs. Grigor Khachikian, 
Ladies Guild of the All Saints’ Church  (Illinois), Mr. Dikran 
Leblebijian, Mr. and Mrs. Onnic Marashian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Mardoian, Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Mardoian, Dr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Melikian, Mrs. Anne N. Merian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Artin Mikaelian, Mr. and Mrs. Sarkes Mkrdichian, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kevork N. Narinian, Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis K. Nazarian, 
Dr. and Mrs. Andranik Ovassapian, Mr. and Mrs. Leon P. 
Palian, Very Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, Mr. Onnik Petrossian, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Roomian, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel D. 
Sahakian, Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sahakian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard H. Sarajian, Mr. and Mrs. Matthew & Mona Schuster, 
Ms. Sirarpy H. Seferian, Mr. and Mrs. Leon G. Shahnasarian, 
Archpriest Dr. and Yn. Gorun Shrikian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick P. Simonian, Mr. and Mrs. Norik Tatevossian, Mr. 
Martin L. Tellalian, Dr. and Mrs. Ara K. Yeretsian, Mrs. Silva 
Zadourian

$500 - $750 
Mr. and Mrs. John Aftandilian, Dr. and Mrs. Mihran Artinian, 
Dr. and Mrs. Vicken Babikian, Dr. and Mrs. Jirair P. Balikian, 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Barsamian, Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Bedrosian, Honorable & Mrs. David A. Erickson, Dr. and 
Mrs. Nishan Goudsouzian, Mr. and Mrs. Astor M. Guzelian, 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Guzelian, Mr. and Mrs. Asadour H. 
Hadjian, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hajian, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Ishkanian, Dr. and Mrs. Norayr Khatcheressian, Ms. Rose 
Krikorian, Mr. and Mrs. Zareh Maserejian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Christopher Sagherian, Mr. and Mrs. George P. Semerjian, 
Mr. and Mrs. Rouben Surenian, Dr. Andrew J. Tashjian, Mr. 
and Mrs. Rafſ Yeghiayan 

We are grateful to the following supporters who have generously contributed 
on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the Armenian Theological Seminary. 

Thank You!

Guzelian Family Fund

On the occasion of Vehapar’s visit to the 
Boston area, the Guzelian Family announced 
a donation to the Prelacy Endowment Fund for 
the creation of the Guzelian Fund that will pro-
vide scholarships for English language studies 
for ordained clergy and clergy candidates.
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$100 - $450
Dr. and Mrs. Hratch H. Abrahamian, Mr. and Mrs. Aram 
Andonian, The Ararat Foundation, Dr. and Mrs. Haroutune 
K. Armenian, Armenian Renaissance Association, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph G. Audi, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Azarian, Ms. 
Araxie Babikian, Hripsime & Zohrab Badrikian, Rev. Fr. and 
Yn. Gomidas Baghsarian, Dr. and Mrs. Walter Bandazian, 
Aram Bedrosian Funeral Home, Rev. Fr. and Yn. Antranig 
Baljian, Mr. and Mrs. John Bejakian, Dr. and Mrs. George 
Bezirganian, Mr. and Mrs. Krikor Bogharian, Rev. Fr. Hovnan 
Bozoian, Dr. Ara A. Chalian, Mrs. Armine Dedekian, Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Delcore, Mr. and Mrs. Ara Demurjian, Mr. and 
Mrs. Suren Der Avedisian, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Devlin, Mr. 
Richard Dilbarian, Mr. and Mrs. Hagop Dirilen, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Doursounian, Mr. and Mrs. Mego Essajanian, Mr. and 
Mrs. Stepan Fronjian, Giragosian Funeral Home, Mr. and 
Mrs. Garabed A. Grehian, Dr. and Mrs. Sombat Grigorian, 
Zabelle Hajian Azablar, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Halebian, 
Ms. Tamar Harutunian, Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic 
Church (Massachusetts), Mr. and Mrs. Vartkes Jamgochian, 
Ms. Karen Melina Jehanian, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Jelalian, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hrant Jilozian, Mrs. Anna Kayaloff, Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Kanarian, Ms. Vartoug G. Karadolian, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Karnikyan, Mr. Kenneth Kazanjian, Jr., 
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Kchikian, Mr. and Mrs. Antranig 
Keomurjian, Mr. and Mrs. Artin Khajadorian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Aram Khatchadourian, Mr. and Mrs. Arsen Kozelian, Mr. 
and Mrs. Yervant Kraſan, Mr. and Mrs. Rafſ Manjikian, 
Mrs. Sona Manjikian, Dr. and Mrs. John S. Manuelian, Mr. 
and Mrs. Vartkes V. Mardirossian, Mr. and Mrs. Hovsep 
Melkeshian, Mr. Vartkes Mengouchian, Mr. and Mrs. Leon 
Merjanian & Family, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Najarian, Sr., Mr. 
and Mrs. Nishan Najarian, Mr.  Robert Najarian, Mrs. Pauline 
Nakashian, Mr. and Mrs. Missak Ourfalian, Ms. Margaret 
Papazian, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Piligian, Dr. and Mrs. Vicken 
Poochikian, Mr. and Mrs. John Sarian, Mr.  George Setian, Mr. 

and Mrs. George Shahnasarian, Mrs. Mary Sheshedian, Mrs. 
Anne A. Shirinian-Orlando, Mr. and Mrs. Berj Tashjian, Mr. 
Kegham K. Tazian, Mr. and Mrs. K. Yervant Terzian, Mrs. 
Araxy Toomajanian, Ms. Virginia Tourigian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Tutunjian, Mr. and Mrs. Hagop Vanerian, Mr. and 
Mrs. Melkon Yessaillian, Dr. and Mrs. Rafſ Zohrabian 

$10 - $75
Mr. and Mrs. Yenovk Ajoyan, Mrs. Starrie Alemian, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ron Antriasian, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Apelian, Ms. 
Rose Aprahamian, Mr. and Mrs. Karnik B. Arakelyan, Ms. 
Margaret K. Armenian, Mr. and Mrs. Vasken F. Arpajian, 
Mr. Malcolm O. Asadoorian, Mrs. Queenie Aykanian, Mrs. 
Virginia Azizian, Mr. and Mrs. Dickran Babigian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ghazar Baghdassarian, Mr. Serco Bakamjian, Diramayr Rose 
& Barbara Baljian, Mr. and Mrs. Krikor Boghosian, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ara M. Chakarian, Dr. and Mrs. Antranig K. Chalabian, 
Ms. Arpy S. Coherian, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Costner, Ms. Rose 
Dadoorian, Mr. and Mrs. Boghos Daoudian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Baghdasar Derderian, Mr. Albert H. Donigian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Stephen Dulgarian, Mr. and Mrs. George Elanjian, Christine J. 
Engustian, Esq., Ms. Dorothy Esperian, Mrs. Marian Felegian, 
Mrs. Arpine Fereshetian, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Steven 
Garabadian, Mr. and Mrs. Edouard Garabedian, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Guzelian, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hagopian, 
Mr. Christopher Hajian, Mr. and Mrs. Hagop Hakissian, Mr. 
and Mrs. Antranig Hamparian, Mr. and Mrs. John Haroian, 
Mr. and Mrs. Shant J. Harootunian, Mr. Ralph Hashoian, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hagop & Zabel Hatem, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Hoosian, Mrs. Claire Hovsepian, Mr. and Mrs. Varastad 
Janikian, Mr. and Mrs. Haig Jeghelian, Mr. and Mrs. Ashod 
Jelalian, Ms. Ann Jevizian, Mr. and Mrs. Artin Kaprielian, 
Mr. Rafſ Karakashian, Mr. and Mrs. Armen Knaian, Mr. 
and Mrs. George Kouyoumjian, Mr. and Mrs. Ara Kraſan, 
Ms. Lori Krikorian, Mrs. Pearl La Rosa, Mr. and Mrs. Garo 
Lachinian, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Manoogian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Masoian, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Megerdichian, Mr. and 
Mrs. Vazken Melkisetian, Mr. and Mrs. Nazareth Melkonian, 
Mrs. Margaret Merlesena, Mr. and Mrs. William J. Mesrobian, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Misakian, Mr. Barkey Mossoian, Mrs. 
Anita Mouradian Granger,  Mr. and Mrs. Vrege Najarian, 
Mrs. Araxy Nigoghossian, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ouligian, 
Ms. Victoria Ouligian, Mr. and Mrs. Asbed Papakhian, Mrs. 
Julie K. Postoian, Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis Sarkisian, Ms. Anahid 
A. Sarkissian, Mr. and Mrs. Hartoun Saroukhanian, Dr. and 
Mrs. Levon A. Saryan, Mr. and Mrs. Vartan Seraderian, 
Mr. and Mrs. George K. Shamlian, Miss Maritza Shamlian, 
Mrs. Mary Soorikian, Mr. and Mrs. Artine Tanielian, Mrs. 
Anahid Jafargian Terlemezian, Miss Anahid Y. Thomassian, 
Ms. Elizabeth Vartanian, Mrs. Veronica Walker, Mrs. Joyce 
Yeremian, Mr. and Mrs. Garbis Zerdelian

Donations listed are as of January 1, 2006
If there are any errors or omissions please contact the Prelacy 
ofſce, 212-689-7810.

Majarian Trust Beneſts Seminary

During the visit of Catholicos Aram I, the 
Eastern Prelacy Endowment Fund announced 
the creation of a new trust fund to beneſt the 
Seminary.

The fund was made through a bequest 
made to the Prelacy Endowment Fund by 
the late Mrs. Lucin Majarian. Known as “The 
Lucine Majarian Revocable Trust,” the income 
from the Fund will provide scholarships for 
students attending the Armenian Theological 
Seminary in Antelias.
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His Eminence Archbishop 
Oshagan Choloyan, the 

Clergy, and Executive Council 
of the Eastern Prelacy of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church of 
America, announce with sor-
row the passing of Archpriest 
Father Sahag Vertanessian on 
Friday, December 23, 2005, in 
Springſeld, Massachusetts.

Der Sahag was born in Port 
Said, Egypt, in 1919. He was 
ordained on November 3, 1963, 
in St. Asdvadzadzin Church in 
Whitinsville, Massachusetts. 
Since his ordination he has 

served St. Asdvadzadzin Church in Whitinsville, All Saints 
Church in Chicago, St. Gregory Church in North Andover, 
Massachusetts, and Sourp Khatch Church in Washington, 
D.C., until his retirement. 

The Extreme Unction and Funeral Services took place on 
Wednesday, December 28 at St. Gregory Church in Indian 
Orchard, Massachusetts, under the presidency of the Prelate, 
Archbishop Oshagan.

On this sad occasion we extend heartfelt sympathy to 
Yeretzgeen, his children, and all family members.

May his memory remain blessed.

Religious and Executive Councils
Armenian Apostolic Church of America

Eastern United States of America

Editor’s Note: When Der Sahag retired in 1990, the St. Gregory 
parish of North Andover, Massachusetts, gave him a retirement 
tribute. Here are some excerpts from the farewell address Der Hayr 
made that evening and at the National Representative Assembly 
sixteen years ago. Der Sahag was a frequent contributor to Out-
reach during the 1980s.

“For reasons of my age and health, I wish to dedicate 
my remaining time to my children and grandchildren. I don’t 
know how my life approached the brink of its destination. I 
know that most of my wishes and dreams were not realized. I 
feel like someone who has awakened from a deep sleep. Yet, I 
am happy that I have contributed my modest share, working 
hard in the ſeld of national/religious grounds for the beneſt 
of our church and humanity.”

“In my sermons and speeches, I have often repeated the 
idea that Armenians living in America are indeed fortunate to 
become exposed to such profound liberties and privileges. It 
has been a real source of joy to witness a rebirth and revival 
of our Armenian nation all over the world, but particularly in 
these United States.”

“The Armenian community needs the help of each and 
everyone of you in order to be able to keep the Armenian tra-

ditions and our rich heritage alive. Yes, keep your Christian 
faith alive, hope for the better, be kind towards each other, 
and try to live a decent, harmonious and meaningful life.”

“The clock cannot be turned back. A new generation is 
out there waiting to succeed me with a new spirit of self-
awareness and faith. It is not time to close the doors of a 
church, but to open a new period of renaissance and fulſll-
ment.”

“A life without religion leads to no destination. It has 
no future. Let us be worthy sons and daughters of that na-
tion of Mount Ararat, who for more than 2,000 years did not 
lose its identity, its faith, and most importantly, its national 
dignity.”

“I thank God for giving me the health and incentive to 
serve the church and nation. I am glad that I was born Ar-
menian, baptized a Christian, educated in the seminary and 
serving the people.”

“May God bless the Armenian people in Armenia and 
those who are dispersed all over the world. May God grant 
health, strength and wisdom to our Vehapars, so that they 
may lead our people as one nation.”           X

Obituary
Archpriest Sahag Vertanessian

Archpriest Sahag Vertanessian
1919—2005

Archbishop Oshagan eulogizes the life and deeds of Archpriest Sahag 
Vertanessian during funeral services in Indian Orchard, Massachusetts.
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The New York metropolitan com-
munity came out in large num-

bers to witness a ceremony that takes 
place only occasionally in the United 
States—the ordination of an individual 
to the holy order of priesthood in the 
Armenian Church.

St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in New 
York City was ſlled with the Faithful, 
some traveling thousands of miles, to 
witness and celebrate this ceremony on 
the weekend of November 19 and 20, 
2005. The candidate was Deacon Krikor 
Lakissian of New York. The ordaining 
bishop was His Eminence Archbishop 
Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the East-
ern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church of America. The sponsoring 
priest was V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan 
Tanielian, Vicar of the Prelacy, and the 
Godfather was Richard Sarajian, Esq.

Service of Calling
In accordance with the canons of 

the Armenian Church the “Service of 
Calling” to the priesthood began Sat-
urday evening immediately after the 
Vespers service. During this service 
the candidate’s life, faith and readiness 
to enter the glorious, but demanding, 
ministry of the priesthood was exam-
ined by the Prelate.

Deacon Krikor, on his knees, was 
led from the narthex of the Cathedral 
to the sanctuary and was presented to 
the Prelate by V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan 
Tanielian, the vicar of the Prelacy and 
the candidate’s sponsoring priest.

The Archbishop questioned Father 
Tanielian regarding the candidate’s 
willingness and spiritual maturity to 
enter the priesthood. Once this was 
established, the Archbishop turned to 
the candidate and asked whether he 
anathemizes and rejects the teachings 

of the heretics, to which the candidate 
responded in the afſrmative. The can-
didate was then asked if he is a student 
and follower of the holy fathers of the 
church, namely, the champions of the 
orthodox faith such as St. Gregory the 
Illuminator, St. Athanasius, St. Basil 
the Great, Sts. Sahag and Mesrob, St. 
Cyril of Jerusalem, St. Ephraim the 
Syrian, St. John Chrysostom, St. John 
of Otzoon, St. Gregory of Datev, and all 
the fathers of the Ecumenical Councils 
of Nicea, Constantinople, and Ephesus. 
To which Deacon Krikor replied, “I am 
their disciple and follower.” Then at the 
command of the Archbishop, the can-
didate recited the Orthodox faith of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church (a creed 
attributed to St. Gregory of Datev, 
which is a more elaborate creed than 
the Nicene Creed recited during the 
Divine Liturgy). Making the sign of the 
cross over the candidate’s head, Srpa-
zan Hayr prayed that the Lord would 
tenderly protect, with blessings fortify 
and with grace illuminate his mind, 
his senses, his heart, his thoughts, his 
words and deeds, his coming and go-
ing. The service of calling ended with 
the recitation of the Lord’s Prayer.

Other clergy participating in the 
Saturday evening service included: 
V. Rev. Fr. Vahan Hovhanessian, V. 
Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, V. Rev. Fr. 
Bartev Gulumian, V. Rev. Fr. Daniel 
Garabedian, Archpriest Moushegh Der 
Kaloustian, Archpriest Arshag Daghl-
ian, Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian, Rev. 
Fr. Bedros Shetilian, and Rev. Fr. Nareg 
Terterian.

Ordination and Consecration
The next morning, Sunday, No-

vember 20, the Cathedral was again 
ſlled. The Divine Liturgy began with 

the Episcopal procession and contin-
ued until Zi Voghormadz, right before 
the scriptural readings. As the Prelate 
took his place on the Episcopal throne, 
Deacon Krikor, walking on his knees 
was brought before the Archbishop 
with psalmody and hymns, escorted 
by the sponsoring priest. After one 
ſnal inquiry regarding the candidate’s 
qualiſcations for the priesthood, 
the Prelate placed his hands on the 
candidate’s head and prayed that the 
candidate would be “worthy to keep 
the priestly rank spotless, and that he 
would be a worker who has no need to 
be ashamed, and that the Lord would 
grant him apostolic grace to heal, to 
preach, to call upon the Holy Spirit to 
accomplish the Holy Sacraments.”

At the end of this powerful prayer, 

Deacon Krikor Lakissian Ordained to the
Holy Order of Priesthood in New York

Renamed Mesrob in Honor of 1600th Anniversary of Alphabet
and in Memory of Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

by Iris Papazian
Photographs by Hrair Hawk Khatcherian

Archbishop Oshagan anoints Father Mesrob’s 
palms with Holy Chrism with the assistance of 
Very Rev. Father Anoushavan Tanielian.
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Archbishop Oshagan, taking the stole from Deacon Krikor’s 
left shoulder, placed it around his neck, saying: “Take the 
yoke of our Lord Jesus Christ; for His yoke is sweet and His 
burden is light.” The Liturgy resumed with scriptural read-
ings and continued until the 
Kiss of Peace when once again 
the candidate was brought 
before the Archbishop.

After a lengthy prayer, 
Deacon Krikor was given the 
vestments of his ofſce, one 
piece at a time, accompa-
nied with prayers. While he 
was being vested, the choir 
sang Khorhoort Khorheen (O 
Mystery Profound). Fully 
vested, the candidate was 
now ready to be anointed 
and receive his ordained 
name—the moment every-
one was awaiting. “Blessed 
and anointed and cleansed 
be the forehead of the priest 
Der… Mesrob….” With 
these words Archbishop Os-
hagan consecrated the new priest and handed the Holy Chal-
ice to him as a sign of authority to offer the Holy Sacriſce, 
and invited him to give his blessing to the congregation. Der 
Mesrob turned towards the faithful and gave his ſrst blessing 
saying, Khaghaghoutioun Amenetzoun (Peace to all). Thus, the 
ordination ceremony concluded.

Prelate’s Sermon
In his sermon, Archbishop Oshagan spoke about service 

and love. “The heavens are happy today,” he said, “because 
Der Mesrob has pledged to give his life to Christ. Since his 
youthful years he has followed the way of our Lord. He came 
to the United States to serve the Prelacy and today we have 
ordained him to serve as a shepherd to our people.”

Addressing the newly ordained priest His Eminence 
said, “Dear Der Hayr, the cross is not suffering. The cross is 
the complete picture of Christ. When we carry the cross with 
complete love and dedication it is not a burden.”

His primary advice to Der Mesrob was to love the 
Church and the Faithful. “If I have one word of advice to you, 
it is to love God and those you serve and to follow Christ. 
What does it mean to follow Christ? It means to be Christ-like 
in all aspects of life.”

Archbishop Oshagan spoke about his choice of the name 
Mesrob for the new priest. “In our history the ſrst recorded 
name of Mesrob belonged to a Vartabed. A clergyman who 
heard the call of God and followed Him and through his di-
vine invention gave to our people the words of the Bible. He 
gave our people identity. This year is the 1600th anniversary 
of the Armenian alphabet, and for that reason we felt it ap-
propriate to choose the name Mesrob. We hope as you begin 
your service you will always bring to your mind the work 
and deeds of that Vartabed.”

The Prelate continued: “We also selected the name Mes-
rob in honor of His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian 

who served our Prelacy for many years with distinction.” 
Again addressing Der Mesrob, the Prelate said: “He showed 
you how a clergyman should live. You saw his work, his 
dedication to the Armenian Church and the caring attention 

he gave the people. On this 
happy occasion I pray that 
you become Christ-like and 
be a righteous servant of the 
Armenian Church. May our 
Lord bless you with a long 
and healthy life.”

The Liturgy resumed 
with the “Kiss of Peace.” 
The clergy exchanged the 
kiss of peace with their 
newly ordained brother by 
embracing him and kissing 
his anointed forehead and 
hands.

At the end of the Lit-
urgy, the congregation was 
invited to come forward 
and greet Der Mesrob, kiss 
his anointed forehead and 
receive his blessings. With 

the help of his Godfather, Richard Sarajian, the Holy Muron 
was washed from his forehead and hands.

Other clergy participating in the service on Sunday in-
cluded V. Rev. Fr. Bartev Gulumian, former dean of the Semi-
nary in Antelias, V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Garabedian, Archpriest 
Moushegh Der Kaloustian, and Archpriest Arshag Daghlian.

Reception after Service
A reception took place in Pashalian Hall immediately 

after the ceremony where everyone had the opportunity to 
congratulate Der Mesrob, Yeretzgeen, and Diramayr.

An elaborate table had been prepared by the Cathedral’s 
Ladies Guild, which the Prelate blessed and invited all to 
partake.

Archbishop Oshagan again presented the newly or-
dained priest, emphasizing some of the points in his sermon. 
“I chose the name Mesrob,” said the Prelate, “in honor of the 
1600th anniversary of the invention of the Armenian alphabet 
which we are celebrating this year, and also in honor of the 
blessed memory of Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, who served 
as Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy for two decades. It was 
primarily during his tenure that our new priest served the 
Prelacy. He grew up under his tutelage.”

Der Mesrob expressed his deep thanks to Archbishop 
Oshagan for his fatherly guidance, to Hayr Anoushavan his 
sponsoring priest and teacher, and to his Godfather on this 
occasion, Richard Sarajian, Esq.

He spoke emotionally about the two clergymen who had 
great inƀuence on him during his formative years in the Semi-
nary and beyond, namely His Holiness Karekin II, during his 
pontiſcate as Catholicos of Cilicia, and Archbishop Mesrob 
Ashjian. “Neither one is with us today,” he said, “but I believe 
they are watching us from their heavenly home.”

Godfather Richard Sarajian, Esq., helps wash the Holy Chrism from Father 
Mesrob’s hands while Diramayr Iskouhi Lakissian looks on.

Continued on page 34
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News from the 
Catholicosate

Catholicos Aram Continues Dialogue with Youth
 His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of 
Cilicia, recently issued a third “Dialogue with the Youth,” a 
series which he started last year. His most recent message, 
dated January 6, is entitled “Jesus Christ: The Liberator.” 
 His Holiness said:

This year, in my Pontiſcal Christmas Message to our people I 
focused on the theme of liberation. I would like, in the context of this 
dialogue, to share some of my reƀections with our youth.

 The concept of liberation is at the heart of the Holy Bible. The 
Old Testament is the history of the expectation of the Messiah, 
and the New Testament the history of the coming of the Messiah. 
However, the people of the Old Testament believe that the Messiah 
would come to liberate them from slavery, and restore their political 
kingdom in Jerusalem; while in the New Testament the Son of God 
comes to liberate all of humanity from the slavery of sin and estab-
lish God’s kingdom in the world.

 The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem is, therefore, the enfolding of 
God’s gift of liberation. Jesus perceives His earthly mission essen-
tially as one of liberation. Hence, it is not by accident that Christ 
embarks on His mission by reading that chapter from the prophet 
Isaiah where it is written: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 
blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s fa-
vor” (Luke 4:18-19). It is signiſcant that after reading this passage 
Jesus afſrms that “Today this scripture is fulſlled” (Luke 4:21). 
We must look at the Christ-event from this perspective, and grasp 
the very meaning and implications of Christ’s miracles, parables 
and teachings in light of God’s engagement to liberate humanity. 
Salvation, which is the core of the New Testament, means liberation. 
Adam and Eve were expelled from paradise because of their sin. The 
purpose of Christ’s mission was to liberate human beings by restor-
ing to them God’s fallen image and making them the adopted chil-
dren of God. Christ would achieve the liberation of human beings by 
His cross.

 As we turn once again to Bethlehem, let us greet in the incar-
nate Son of God our true liberator; a liberator who has made history; 
a liberator who is always ready to liberate each of us from our own 
slavery today. Christ is Emmanuel, which means God-with-us.

 Christ is with us to liberate each of us from our own self. Our 
self can be our greatest enemy, for, by concentrating on our own 
self, we enslave ourselves. Because God is both the cause of our ex-
istence and the purpose of our life, we have no right to live our lives 
according to our own desires and designs. A self-centered life rejects 
God. By living a God-centered life, we will live life properly. As a 
person, as part of a family, and as a member of a community, we 
must live our life with a sense of responsibility and accountability.

 Christ is with us to liberate each of us from the slavery of 
law. As an instrument of organizing and governing society, law 
can liberate. However, it can also enslave. Law which enslaves is 

a source of evil. Referring to the codiſed religious laws of the old 
dispensation, the Apostle says: “We have been released from the law 
so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way 
of the written code” (Romans 7:6). With His blood, Christ saved us 
from the captivity of the old law. Law that liberates is sustained by 
moral and human values and promotes justice, peace and freedom. 
For Christianity, freedom is an essential ingredient of law; it is a 
God given gift to humanity. But we are called to use the freedom 
responsibly.

 Christ is with us to liberate each of us from the slavery of mate-
rial wealth. Spiritual and moral values constitute God’s image in 
human beings. Present societies, however, are dominated by mate-
rial values and are governed by materialistic purposes and interests. 
As Christians we must not allow material values to be at the center 
of our life, impacting our way of life and our decisions. Spiritual and 
moral values promote the basic principles that are at the heart of our 
human existence and that help us to lead a purpose-driven life.

 Christ is with us to liberate each of us from the slavery of evil. 
Evil surrounds us and seizes any opportunity to approach us. When 
Christ was approached by evil, His response was ſrm: “Away from 
me, Satan! For it is written, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve 
him only” (Matthew 4:10). Wearing different faces and using dif-
ferent names, evil constantly approaches us. Liberated by Christ, we 
have the courage to reject evil, which may be attractive in appear-
ance but destructive in essence. To strengthen ourselves, we must 
worship only Christ, our liberator.

 Christ is with us to liberate each of us from the slavery of death. 
According to the Bible, death is not only the cessation of physical 
existence; it is also the absence of God and the dominion of sin. God 
so loved the world and humanity that He sent His only begotten 
Son to liberate us from the bondage of sin, as the Evangelist states 
(John 3:16). The Christ-event is God’s offer of “abundant” life to 
humanity. We are invaded in our daily life with the kinds of trends 
and tendencies, with the sort of ways of life and patterns of thought 
that make us the captives of fear and insecurity. Christ conquered 
death by His cross and gave us new life.

 We are living in a world full of uncertainties and anxieties. Let 
us remind ourselves that the Child of Bethlehem is with us, as we 
carry on our combat of faith and hope. Let us not forget the words 
of Saint Paul, “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck 
down, but not destroyed” (2 Corinthians 4:9), because Christ is and 
will remain our Liberator.
 To read the Catholicos’s three messages to the youth go 
to the Prelacy web page www.armenianprelacy.org

Second CD on Armenian Language 
Computer Course Now Available
 The Catholicosate of Cilicia and the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation recently released the second CD of “Arevig,” an 
Armenian language computer course.
 The second CD of the course includes essential 
grammar lessons for the 4th, 5th, and 7th grades, was recently 
published by the Catholicosate in partnership with the 
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. This volume presents the 
lithography of the well-known city of Akoulis. The cultural 
history of Akoulis is well documented in this volume of 
316 pages with 523 photographs and 715 lithographic 
inscriptions.

http://www.armenianprelacy.org
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Archives of Catholicosate to Undergo Organization
 At the invitation of His Holiness Aram I, the director 
of the Armenian government’s department of archives, 
Amadouni Virabian, and Professor Samuel Mouradian 
of Yerevan State University came to Antelias last week to 
examine the Catholicosate’s new archival store room. The 
two experts examined the facilities as well as the contents and 
established a proposal for the organization of the archives, 
which will begin in the spring.
 The archives contain important documents related to the 
history of the Armenian Church and nation, which through 
the initiative of His Holiness will be housed in an area built 
speciſcally for this purpose utilizing the latest technology.

Oriental Orthodox Churches in Middle East 
Issue Common Declaration
 The heads of the Oriental Orthodox Churches in the 
Middle East participated in their 8th meeting at St. Ephrem 
Monastery, in Damascus in December. Attending the meeting 
were His Holiness Pope Shenouda III of the Coptic Church; 
His Holiness Patriarch Zakka I of the Syrian Church; and 
His Holiness Catholicos Aram I, of the Armenian Church. 
At the conclusion of their meeting they issued a Common 
Declaration concerning faith in evangelism, diakonia, 
Christian education, theological formation and youth 
activities as genuine expressions of life and witness of 
their churches. Issues related to theological dialogues and 
ecumenical collaboration on global and regional levels, as 
well as issues on human rights, social justice, peace and inter-
faith relations were highlighted. The next meeting of the three 
church leaders is scheduled to take place in Antelias, Lebanon 
in November 2006.

Representatives of Russian, Coptic, and Syrian Churches
Visit Antelias
 His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of 
Cilicia, received representatives from the Russian, Coptic 
and Syrian Churches this week for theological dialogues 
held in Antelias. His Holiness welcomed the guests, stressing 
the importance of continuing the dialogue initiated 20 
years ago between the Orthodox non-Chalcedonic and the 
Oriental Orthodox Chalcedonic Churches. His Holiness, 
who originally played an important role in establishing the 
dialogue, said that communication was essential within the 
framework of the pan-Orthodox theological relations. Bishop 
Nareg Alemezian, Ecumenical Ofſcer, and Bishop Shahan 
Sarkissian, Prelate of the Diocese of Aleppo, participated on 
behalf of the Catholicosate.

Catholicos Aram Calls for Recognition 
of Armenian Genocide during Visit to Kuwait
 There was considerable press during Catholicos Aram’s 
recent visit to Kuwait, especially about comments made by 
His Holiness during a press conference that Turkey and the 
international community should recognize the Armenian 
Genocide.
 The Turkish embassy in Kuwait issued a press release 
expressing its “rage and protest to the ſctitious, one-sided, 
outrageous and untrue views of Catholicos Aram I.”
 During the press conference Catholicos Aram stated 

that the Armenian Genocide is not an issue of religion, but 
a matter of human rights and justice. He had expressed his 
expectations that the Arab and Islamic worlds ofſcially 
recognize the historic fact of the Armenian Genocide as a 
crime against humanity.

Catholic Church and WCC Assess 
40 Years of Collaboration
 “The Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) could address issues of common concern 
together with a united voice to meet the expectations of 
people in a world of uncertainties and tensions,” said His 
Holiness Aram I, WCC Central Committee Moderator during 
the opening of the consultation meetings on the renewal of 
the ecumenical movement in the 21st century and the future 
role of a joint consultative group between the two bodies.   X

Ordination of Dn. Lakissian
(Continued from page 32)

Krikor Lakissian was born in Anjar, Lebanon, with 
ancestral roots in Musa Dagh. He entered the Armenian 
Theological Seminary in Antelias in 1983 and graduated in 
1990. He was sent to the United States in August 1991 to serve 
in the ofſces of the Eastern Prelacy. During this time he at-
tended Queens College to further his English education. At 
the Prelacy he served in a number of capacities, including for 
many years as the manager of the Bookstore. 

He has served as a Deacon at the Cathedral for nearly 15 
years. He has been a teacher of Armenian language, history 
and religion at St. Sarkis Saturday School and St. Illuminator’s 
Day School. For the past three years he has served as the prin-
cipal of the Siamanto Academy in New York. He is married to 
Ojen Baberian and they have a daughter, Taleen.

In 2001 he was recognized and honored by Governor 
George Pataki of New York for “dedicated service” and in 
recognition of the vital role he played in “promoting the 
needs of New York’s Armenian American community.” The 
commendation praised him for his extraordinary efforts “on 
behalf of the youth, through his service at Saturday, Sunday 
and Day schools.”

Forty Day Seclusion
In accordance with the tradition of the Armenian 

Church, Der Mesrob spent his forty day retreat at Sts. Vartan-
antz Church in Ridgeſeld, New Jersey, under the supervision 
of his sponsoring priest, V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, 
and V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, pastor of Sts. Vartanantz 
Church.

He ofſciated at his ſrst Divine Liturgy on Sunday, De-
cember 25, at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in New York City.X
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C R O S S R O A D S
A  R e v i e w  o f  P r e l a c y  a n d  P a r i s h  A c t i v i t i e s

X

[For more information and photographs on most of  the items listed please visit the Prelacy’s web site, www.armenianprelacy.org].

Requiem Service on Second 
Anniversary Of Passing of 
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

Archbishop Oshagan ofſciated at 
the Divine Liturgy and Requiem Ser-
vice marking the second anniversary 
of the passing of Archbishop Mesrob 
Ashjian on December 11, at St. Illumi-
nator’s Cathedral in New York.

The late Archbishop, who served 
as Prelate of the Eastern United States 
and Canada from 1978 to 1998, died on 
December 2, 2003, while visiting New 
York.

In his sermon, Archbishop Osha-
gan remembered the gifted Archbishop 
who was completely devoted to the Ar-
menian church and nation. Archbishop 
Oshagan recalled how the late Arch-
bishop would push himself beyond his 
physical capability, determined to do 
as much as he could to help the Arme-
nian people.

Prelate’s Christmas Reception
V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Garabedian 

leads the traditional home blessing 

ceremony at the annual Christmas 
reception/open house hosted by Arch-
bishop Oshagan Choloyan. From left to 
right: Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, who 
was ordained in November; Rev. Fr. 
Nareg Terterian, pastor of St. Sarkis 
Church, Douglaston, NY; Archbishop 
Oshagan; Hayr Daniel; V. Rev. Fr. 
Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General; 
V. Rev. Fr. Shahe Panossian, Chairman 
of the Religious Council and pastor of 
Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridgeſeld, NJ; 
Ambassador Armen Martirosyan, Per-
manent Representative of Armenia to 
the United Nations; and Movses Abe-
lian, United Nations Secretary of Ad-
ministrative and Budgetary Committee 
for Program Coordination. Many of the 

faithful from New York, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, and Pennsylvania attend-
ed. (Photo by Harry Koundakjian)

AREC Annual Seminar
in Granite City

The Armenian Religious Education 
Council (AREC) sponsored a day-long 
seminar at St. Gregory the Illuminator 

Armenian Church in Granite City, 
Illinois, at the invitation of Rev. Fr. 
Serop Azarian, Pastor, and the Board of 
Trustees, in October. The Church was 
the main topic of the seminar, which 
was conducted by Dn. Shant Kazanjian, 
Director of AREC, and Drs. Cornelia 
Horn and Robert Phenix of St. Louis 
University. Dn. Kazanjian spoke about 
“The Church in the New Testament,” 
and Dr. Horn and Dr. Phenix  focused 
their presentation on the notion of 
the Church during the early patristic 
period up to the 5th century.

“Datev” Seed Planted in Midwest
Thirty teens from four Midwest 

parishes gathered at the Techny Tow-
ers Conference and Retreat Center in Il-
linois, for the ſrst Midwest mini-Datev 
Program, in November. Sponsored 
by the Armenian Religious Education 
Council (AREC), the weekend program 
aimed to offer youth in the Midwest 
a taste of the highly acclaimed St. 
Gregory of Datev Institute Christian 
Studies Program (popularly known as 
“Datev”) held annually in Pennsylva-
nia during the ſrst week of July.

The students participated in a typi-
cal daily schedule of the Datev Sum-
mer Program plus more. Six to seven 
hours of interactive educational pre-
sentations, open discussions and Bible 
studies, morning and evening worship 

services, and afternoon social activities 
ſlled the day. The weekend program 
culminated with the celebration of the 
Divine Liturgy at All Saints Armenian 
Church in Glenview, Illinois.

The program received excellent 
evaluations from the students as well 
as their parents. You know the seed of 
the Datev Program has been planted 
when one of the participants asks, 
“Can I register for the Summer Datev 
Program now?” Many others expressed 
similar enthusiasm to attend the week-
long “Datev” Summer Program.

V. Rev. Fr. Anoushavan Tanielian, 
Vicar General, and Dn. Shant Kaza-
njian, AREC Director, conducted the 
weekend program. Their presenta-
tions focused on Armenian Christian 
essentials—from the emergence of 
Christianity in Armenia, to the Holy 
Scriptures, Bible studies, cycle of feasts 
and celebrations, to the Holy Myster-
ies. As guests lecturers, Dn. Dr. Levon 
Saryan from St. Hagop Church (Racine, 
WI) spoke about the distinctive Chris-
tian features of Armenian currency; 
Dn. Stepan Frounjian, a professional 
musician, presented liturgical musical 
instruction and entertainment enjoyed 
by all, and Dn. Dr. Arsen Mekaelian 
prepared and presented a short video 
about the Datev Program, highlighting 
its three main objectives: instruction 
and education, prayer and worship; 
and friendship and fellowship.

St. Gregory Church in Philadelphia
Begins Drive for Expansion 
and Renovation

One hundred twenty-ſve enthusi-
astic parishioners attended a reception 
on October 30 at St. Gregory the Illumi-
nator Church in Philadelphia to kick-
off the fundraising for the church’s ex-
pansion and renovation project. Under 
the banner of “Growing our Church, 
Strengthening our Faith,” the kick-off 
realized $260,000 in donations and 
pledges thanks to the generosity of pa-
rishioners and community members.

Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian, pastor, 
encouraged the attendees to “write a 
new chapter in our history.” The over-
all project of expansion and renovation 
will cost $1.2 million. Der Hayr told the 
gathering, “We believe in the mission 

Scene from the Seminar

http://www.armenianprelacy.org
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of this church, and we will do our best 
to perpetuate that mission.”

Jirair Hovnanian, the keynote 
speaker, proudly noted that he has 
been a member of St. Gregory’s for 57 
years. He compared the current task of 
raising $1.2 million with the much more 
challenging project of building the cur-
rent church complex in the 1960s, when 
funds were scarce and the congregation 
less established. “If you are interested 
in making this happen, you have to roll 
up your sleeves,” he said. Mr. Hov-
nanian encouraged everyone to “get 
involved and be committed.”

Prelacy Joins Effort to Support Youth
With Tufenkian Foundation

The Prelacy is co-sponsoring the 
Tufenkian Foundation’s new scholar-
ship program for gifted and talented 
youth in Nagorno-Karabagh. Called 
Daghantavor Yeridasartner (Talented 
Youth), the program has been devel-
oped in conjunction with the NKR Min-
istry of Education and already supports 
more than 20 young talented students 
in the ſelds of sports, education, ſne 
arts, and the performing arts.

Begun this year, the program pro-
vides higher education and profession-
al development for youth who show 
potential to make major contributions 
in their respective ſelds. The Prelacy’s 
annual sponsorship of $5,000 will be 
devoted to expanding this effort which 
is sustained, both morally and ſnan-
cially, by the Tufenkian Foundation’s 
Stepanakert ofſce.

St. Stephen’s Church Marks 
80th Anniversary

Parishioners of St. Stephen Arme-
nian Church of Hartford/New Britain 
marked their church’s 80th anniversary 
in October. His Eminence Archbishop 
Oshagan Choloyan ofſciated at the 
Divine Liturgy, which was followed by 
a banquet in honor of the second oldest 
church in the Eastern Prelacy (the ſrst 
is St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in New 
York City).

Archbishop Oshagan joined the pa-
rishioners in welcoming guests which 
included New Britain Mayor Timothy 
Stewart, Core Bishop George Aaron, 
pastor of St. Thomas Assyrian Church 
in New Britain; and Stephanie Kwas-
niewski, a Peace Corps volunteer who 
served in Armenia.

Rev. Fr. Archpriest Krikoris Kes-
hishian, pastor, and board members 
Suzanne Midinian, Lucy Horenian, 
Arpi Emirzian, Nancy Karangekis, Dr. 
Ara Bagdasarian, Elaine Haghverdian, 
Steven Surabian, and Lt. Col. George 
Rustigian planned the milestone event.

25th Anniversary of 
Holy Trinity Church

The Holy Trinity Armenian Apos-
tolic Church community of Worcester, 
Massachusetts, celebrated the 25th an-
niversary of the church’s consecration 
at its present Grove Street location and 
the 71st anniversary of the establish-
ment of the parish in September. The 
day began with the Divine Liturgy cel-
ebrated by His Eminence Archbishop 
Oshagan Choloyan. During the Liturgy 
the Prelate ordained Shaheen Adelinia, 
Nicholas Greenhalgh, and Marcus He-
lie to the rank of acolytes.

The banquet following the Liturgy 
took place at the Crowne Plaza, with 
Richard Greenhalgh serving as Master 
of Ceremonies.

The sixteen Godfathers at the con-
secration of the church were recognized 
and presented a Bible on behalf of the 
Church. Presentations were made by 
Srpazan and the pastor, Rev. Fr. Dr. 
Khatchadour Boghossian to those pres-
ent or members of their families. The 
Godfathers were: Mr. & Mrs. Aram Ar-
vanigian, Mr. & Mrs. Gary Arvanigian, 
Mr. Richard Asadoorian, Mr. Jack Ava-
kian, Mr. & Mrs. Jacob A. Hagopian, 
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis “Jack” Kachadoorian, 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kooyomjian, Mr. & 
Mrs. James Markarian, Mr. David Mel-
konian, Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Melkonian, 
Mr. Moushegh Ovian, Mr. & Mrs. 
Antranig Sahagian, Mr. & Mrs. Moses 
Sarkisian, Mr. & Mrs. Leo Siroonian, 
and the Honorable & Mrs. Sarkis Tes-
hoian. Special recognition was made to 
the late Garabed “Gaidzag” Danielian, 
a benefactor of the church.

Archbishop Oshagan was the key-
note speaker. He conveyed his message 
of congratulations to the Worcester 

community and recalled that he was 
present twenty-ſve years ago, as a 
young Vartabed, participating in the 
consecration of the church.

Sunday School Students in 
North Andover Learn about 
Giving and Receiving

Sunday School students at St. Greg-
ory Church in North Andover, Massa-
chusetts, learned the joy of giving last 
year. When Sunday school teacher 
Mary Mooradian learned that the 
fourth grade students of the Parthum 
School needed books, she decided this 
would be a good project for her Sunday 
school students.

“Every year the Sunday school has 
a project to teach them about charity. 
It shows them that they can’t just take 
from the world, they have to also give,” 
she said.

In a short time more than 600 books 
were collected and eight large cartons 
were delivered to the Parthum School, 
where according to teacher Lisa Apo-
vian, many of the children don’t have 
access to book. Each fourth grader was 
permitted to select a few books to take 
home. The hundreds of remaining 
books are kept in the classroom, acces-
sible to all. 

Arkady Ghugasian Visits Prelacy
Arkady Ghugasian, President of 

the Republic of Nagorno-Karabagh, 
visited the Prelacy ofſce on November 
15. The President was accompanied 
by Kevork Toroyan, chairman of  the 
Board of Directors of Armenian Fund 
USA, and Ms. Nayira Melkumyan, 
chairman of “Hayastan” All-Armenian 
Fund.

Community leaders joined Arch-
bishop Oshagan in welcoming the 
President who spoke about the current 
situation in Karabagh, the steps being 
taken to make life easier and more de-
sirable for the citizens, and the Thanks-
giving telethon.     X

Maral Firkatian Wozniak recites in Armenian 
after being presented with the Prelacy Youth 
Leadership Award by Archbishop Oshagan. 
Seated at the head table, left to right: Core 
Bishop George Aaron, pastor of St. Thomas 
Assyrian Church; the Honorable Timothy Stew-
art, Mayor of New Britain; Oshagan Srpazan; 
Yeretzgeen Arshaluys Keshishian; Mrs. Stepha-
nie Kwasniewski, former Peace Corps volunteer 
to Armenia.

Fourth grade students at the Parthum School 
with their teacher Lisa Apovian with some of 
the books they received from the Sunday school 
students in North Andover.
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February 17—Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan 
will lecture on issues related to the translation of 
the Armenian Bible. The lecture is organized by 
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural 
Society of New York and will take place at the Armenian 
Center, 69-23 47th Ave., Woodside, NY.

February 20-22—Annual Ghevontiantz Clergy 
Conference. Clergy of the Eastern and Canadian 
Prelacies will meet at Sourp Khatch Church, 4906 Flint 
Drive, Bethesda, Maryland 20816.

February 26—Musical Armenia at Weill Recital Hall at 
Carnegie Hall, New York City, 2 pm. Featured artists 
ZULAL A CAPPELLA TRIO (Teni Apelian, Yeraz 
Markarian and Anais Tekerian) and DUO MAESTOSO 
(Gianeh and Ovanes Arakelyan). For tickets and 
information contact the Prelacy ofſce, 212-689-7810.

March 17-19—Sunday School Teachers’ Conference 
at the Wonderland Conference and Retreat Center in 
Sharon, Massachusetts.

March 17—Exhibition of the works of artist Emma 
Gregoryan at the Prelacy, 138 E. 39th Street, New York 
City.

March 28—School Festival sponsored by the Armenian 
National Education Committee (ANEC) at Sts. 
Vartanantz Church, 461 Bergen Blvd., Ridgeſeld, New 
Jersey. For information: anec@armenianprelacy.org

May 5—Reunion of all students beginning from the 
1930s who attended St. Illuminator Armenian School in 
New York. Terrace on the Park, Corona, New York. For 
information, 718-478-4073.

May 8—Annual Mothers’ Day Luncheon by Prelacy 
Ladies Guild. St. Regis, New York City.

May 18-19-20—National Representative Assembly 
hosted by Sts. Vartanantz Church, Ridgeſeld, New 
Jersey.

July 2-9—St. Gregory of Datev Institute 20th Summer 
Christian Studies Program at St. Mary of Providence 
Center, Elverson, Pennsylvania.

Siamanto Academy meets every Saturday at the 
Armenian Center, 69-23 47th Avenue, Woodside, New 
York, 11:00 am to 2:30 pm. The college-accredited 
Academy offers Armenian language, history and 
Christian studies classes for high school students. 
For information the Armenian National Education 
Committee (ANEC), anec@armenianprelacy.org

Prelacy Calendar of  Events

For up-to-the-date information about events 
check the Prelacy website: 

www.armenianprelacy.org
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